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MESSAGE 


OT  THB 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


COKHnNICA.TED  TO  THB 


TWO  HOUSES  OF  CONGRESS, 


ON  THB 


REUTIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  TO  SPAIN 


BY  BEA80N  OF 


WARFARE  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA. 


▲pbil  11,  1898.— Read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affain^ 

and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


WASHINGTON: 

GOVERN Mi£i;T    PBINTINQ    OFFICE. 

1898. 


MESSAGE. 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Obedient  to  that  precept  of  the  Constitntion  which  commands  the 
President  to  give  from  time  to  time  to  the  Congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union  and  to  recommend  to  their  consideration  snch 
measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient,  it  becomes  my 
duty  now  to  address  your  body  with  regard  to  the  grave  crisis  that 
has  arisen  in  the  relations  of  the  United  States  to  Spain  by  reason  of 
the  warfare  that  for  more  than  three  years  has  raged  in  the  neighbor- 
ing island  of  Cuba. 

I  do  so  because  of  the  intimate  connection  of  the  Cuban  question 
with  the  state  of  our  own  Union  and  the  grave  relation  the  course 
which  it  is  now  incumbent  upon  the  nation  to  adopt  must  needs  bear 
to  the  traditional  i)olicy  of  our  Government  if  it  is  to  accord  with  the 
precepts  laid  down  by  the  founders  of  the  Eepnblic  and  religiously 
observed  by  succeeding  Administrations  to  the  present  day. 

The  present  revolution  is  but  the  successor  of  other  similar  insur- 
rections which  have  occurred  in  Cuba  against  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
extending  over  a  period  of  nearly  half  a  century,  each  of  which,  during 
its  progress,  has  subjected  the  United  States  to  great  effort  and  expense 
in  enforcing  its  neutrality  laws,  caused  enormous  losses  to  American 
trade  and  commerce,  caused  irritation,  annoyance,  and  d  urbance 
among  our  citizens,  and,  by  the  exercise  of  cruel,  barbarous,  and  un- 
civilized practices  of  warfare,  shocked  the  sensibilities  and  offended 
the  humane  sympathies  of  our  people. 

Since  the  present  revolution  began,  in  February,  1895,  this  country 
bag  seen  the  fertile  domain  at  our  threshold  ravaged  by  fire  and  sword 
in  the  course  of  a  struggle  unequaled  in  the  history  of  the  island  and 
rarely  paralleled  as  to  the  numbers  of  the  combatants  and  the  bitterness 
of  the  contest  by  any  revolution  of  modern  times  where  a  dependent 
people  striving  to  be  free  have  been  opposed  by  the  power  of  the  sov- 
ereign state. 

Our  people  have  beheld  a  once  prosperous  community  reduced  to 
comparative  want,  its  lucrative  commerce  virtually  paralyzed,  its  excep- 
tional productiveness  diminished,  its  fields  laid  waste,  its  mills  in  ruins, 
and  ita  people  perishing  by  tens  of  thousands  from  hanger  and  desti- 
tution.   We  have  found  ourselves  constrained,  in  the  observance  of  that 
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strict  nentralily  which  oar  laws  enjoin,  and  which  the  law  of  nations 
commands,  to  police  oar  own  waters  and  watch  oar  own  seajiorts  in 
prevention  of  any  anlawfal  act  in  aid  of  the  Gabans. 

Oar  trade  has  saffered;  the  capital  invested  by  oar  citizens  in  Gaba 
has  been  largely  lost,  and  the  temper  and  forbearance  of  oar  people 
have  been  so  sorely  tried  as  to  beget  a  perilons  anrest  among  oar  own 
citizens  which  has  inevitably  fonnd  its  expression  from  time  to  time  in 
the  National  Legislature,  so  that  issues  wholly  external  to  oar  own  body 
politic  engross  attention  and  stand  in  the  way  of  that  close  devotion 
to  domestic  advancement  that  becomes  a  self-contained  commonwealth 
whose  primal  maxim  has  been  the  avoidance  of  all  foreign  entangle- 
ments. All  this  mast  needs  awaken,  and  has,  indeed,  aronsed  the 
utmost  concern  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  as  wdl  daring  my 
predecessor's  term  as  in  my  own. 

In  April,  1896,  the  evils  from  which  our  country  suffered  through  the 
Guban  war  became  so  onerous  that  my  predecessor  made  an  effort  to 
bring  about  a  peace  through  the  mediation  of  this  Government  in  any 
way  that  nught  tend  to  an  honorable  adjustment  of  the  contest  between 
Spain  and  her  revolted  colony,  on  the  basis  of  some  eifective  scheme  of 
self-government  for  Guba  under  the  flag  and  sovereignty  of  Spain.  It 
failed  through  the  refusal  of  the  Spanish  Government  then  in  power 
to  consider  any  form  of  mediation  or,  indeed,  any  plan  of  settlement 
which  did  not  begin  with  the  actual  submission  of  the  insurgents  to  the 
mother  country,  and  then  only  on  such  terms  as  Spain  herself  might 
see  fit  to  grant.  The  war  continued  unabated.  The  resistance  of  the 
insurgents  was  in  no  wise  diminished. 

The  efforts  of  Spain  were  increased,  both  by  the  dispatch  of  fresh 
levies  to  Guba  and  by  the  addition  to  the  horrors  of  the  strife  of  a  new 
and  inhuman  phase  happily  unprecedented  in  the  modem  history  of 
civilized  Ghristian  peoples.  The  policy  of  devastation  and  concentrar* 
tion,  inaugurated  by  the  Gaptain-General's  bando  of  October  21, 1896, 
in  the  Province  of  Pinar  del  Eio  was  thence  extended  to  embrace  aU  of 
the  island  to  which  the  power  of  the  Spanish  arms  was  able  to  reach! 
by  occupation  or  by  military  operations.  The  peasantry,  including  al] 
dwelling  in  the  open  agricultural  interior,  were  driven  into  the  garrison 
towns  or  isolated  places  held  by  the  troops. 

The  raising  and  movement  of  provisions  of  all  kinds  were  interdicted^ 
The  fields  were  laid  waste,  dwellings  unroofed  and  fired,  mills  destroyed* 
and,  in  short,  everything  that  could  desolate  the  land  and  render  it 
unfit  for  human  habitation  or  support  was  conmianded  by  one  or  the 
other  of  the  contending  parties  and  executed  by  all  the  powers  al 
their  disposal. 

By  the  time  the  present  administration  took  office  a  year  ago,  recoQi 
centration — so  called — ^had  been  made  effective  over  the  better  part  oi 
the  four  central  and  western  provinces,  Santa  Glara,  Matanzas,  Havana^ 
and  Pinar  del  Bio, 
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The  agricoltaral  population  to  the  estimated  number  of  300,000  or 
more  was  herded  within  the  towns  and  their  immediate  vicinage, 
deprived  of  the  means  of  support,  reudered  destitute  of  shelter,  left 
poorly  clad,  and  exposed  to  the  most  unsanitary  conditions.  As  the 
scarcity  of  food  increased  with  the  devastation  of  the  depopulated  areas 
of  production,  destitution  and  want  became  misery  and  starvation. 
Mouth  by  month  the  death  rate  increased  in  an  aiarmiug  ratio.  By 
March,  1897,  according  to  conservative  estimates  from  official  Spanish 
soorces,  the  mortality  among  the  reconcentrados,  from  starvation  and 
the  diseases  thereto  incident,  exceeded  50  per  centum  of  their  total 
namber. 

No  practical  relief  was  accorded  to  the  destitute.  The  overburdened 
towns,  already  sufiering  from  the  general  dearth,  could  give  no  aid. 
So-called  ^' zones  of  cultivation  "  established  within  the  immediate  areas 
of  effective  military  control  about  the  cities  and  fortified  camps  proved 
Ulosory  as  a  remedy  for  the  suffering.  The  unfortanates,  being  for  the 
most  part  women  and  children,  with  aged  and  helpless  men,  enfeebled 
by  disease  and  hunger,  could  not  have  tilled  the  soil  without  tools, 
seed,  or  shelter  for  their  own  support  or  for  the  supply  of  the  cities. 
Keconcentration,  adopted  avowedly  as  a  war  measure  in  order  to  cut 
off  the  resources  of  the  insurgents,  worked  its  predestined  result.  As 
I  said  in  my  message  of  last  December,  it  was  not  civilized  warfare;  it 
was  extermination.  The  only  peace  it  could  beget  was  that  of  the 
wilderness  and  the  grave. 

Meanwhile  the  military  situation  in  the  island  had  undergone  a 
noticeable  change.  The  extraordinary  activity  that  characterized  the 
second  year  of  the  war,  when  the  insurgents  invaded  even  the 
tliitherto  unharmed  fields  of  Piuar  del  Kio  and  carried  havoc  and 
destruction  up  to  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Havana  itself,  had  relapsed 
into  a  dogged  struggle  in  the  central  and  eastern  provinces.  The 
Spanish  arms  regained  a  measure  of  control  in  Piuar  del  liio  and  parts 
of  Havana,  but,  under  the  existing  conditions  of  the  rural  country, 
without  immediate  improvement  of  their  productive  situation.  Even 
thug  partially  restricted,  the  revolutionists  held  their  own,  and  their 
conquest  and  submission,  put  forward  by  Spain  as  the  essential  and  sole 
basis  of  peace,  seemed  as  far  distant  as  at  the  outset. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  my  Administration  found  itself  confronted 
with  the  grave  problem  of  its  duty.  My  message  of  last  December 
rtiviewed  the  situation  and  narrated  the  steps  taken  with  a  view  to 
relieving  its  acuteness  and  opening  the  way  to  some  form  of  honorable 
Bettiement.  The  assassination  of  the  prime  minister,  Cauovas,  led  to 
a  change  of  government  in  Spain.  The  former  administration,  pledged 
to  Bubjagation  without  concession,  gave  place  to  that  of  a  more  liberal 
party,  committed  long  in  advance  to  a  policy  of  reform  involving  the 
wider  principle  of  home  rule  for  Cuba  and  Puerto  Kico. 

The  overtures  of  this  Government,  made  through  its  new  envoy. 
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General  Woodford,  and  looking  to  an  immediate  and  effective  amelio- 
ration of  the  condition  of  the  island^  although  not  accepted  to  the 
extent  of  admitted  mediation  in  any  shape,  were  met  by  assurances 
that  home  rule,  in  an  advanced  phase,  would  be  forthwith  offered  to 
Cuba,  without  waiting  for  the  war  to  end,  and  that  more  humane 
methods  should  thenceforth  prevail  in  the  conduct  of  hostilities.  Coin- 
cidentally  with  these  declarations,  the  new  Government  of  Spain  con- 
tinued and  completed  the  policy  already  begun  by  its  predecessor,  of 
testifying  friendly  regard  for  this  nation  by  releasing  American  citi- 
zens held  under  one  charge  or  another  connected  with  the  insurrection, 
so  that,  by  the  end  of  November,  not  a  single  person  entitled  in  any 
way  to  our  national  protection,  remained  in  a  Spanish  prison. 

While  these  negotiations  were  in  progress  the  increasing  destitution 
of  the  unfortunate  reconcentrados  and  the  alarming  mortality  among 
them  claimed  earnest  attention.  The  success  which  had  attended  the 
limited  measure  of  relief  extended  to  the  suffering  American  citizens 
among  them  by  the  judicious  expenditure  through  the  consular  agencies 
of  the  money  appropriated  expressly  for  their  succor  by  the  joint  reso- 
lution approved  May  24,  1897,  prompted  the  humane  extension  of  a 
similar  scheme  of  aid  to  the  great  body  of  sufferers.  A  suggestion  to 
this  end  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  Spanish  authorities.  On  the  24th  of 
December  last,  I  caused  to  be  issued  an  appeal  to  the  American  peoi)le, 
inviting  contributions  in  money  or  in  kind  for  the  succor  of  the  starv- 
ing sufferers  in  Cuba,  following  this  on  the  8th  of  January  by  a  similar 
public  announcement  of  the  formation  of  a  central  Cuban  relief  com- 
mittee, with  head(iuarters  in  New  York  City,  composed  of  three  mem- 
bers representing  the  American  National  Bed  Cross  and  the  religious 
and  business  elements  of  the  community. 

The  efforts  of  that  committee  have  been  untiring  and  have  accom- 
plished much.  Arrangements  for  free  transportation  to  Cuba  have 
greatly  aided  the  charitable  work.  The  president  of  the  American  Reil 
Cross  and  representatives  of  other  contributory  organizations  have 
generously  visited  Cuba  and  cooperated  with  the  consul-general  and 
the  local  authorities  to  make  effective  distribution  of  the  relief  col- 
lected through  the  efforts  of  the  central  committee.  Nearly  $200,000 
in  money  and  supplies  has  already  reached  the  sufferers  and  more  is 
forthcoming.  The  supplies  are  admitted  duty  free,  and  transportation 
to  the  interior  has  been  arranged,  so  that  the  relief,  at  first  necessarily 
confined  to  Havana  and  the  larger  cities,  is  now  extended  throujjfh 
most,  if  not  all  of  tlie  towns  where  suffering  exists. 

Thousands  of  lives  have  already  been  saved.  The  necessity  for  i^ 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  reconcentrados  is  recognized  by  the 
Spanish  Government.  Within  a  few  days  past  the  orders  of  General 
Weyler  have  been  revoked;  the  reconcentrados,  it  is  said,  are  to  bel 
X>ermitted  to  return  to  their  homes,  and  aided  to  resume  the  self-sup. 
porting  pursuits  of  peace.    Public  works  have  been  ordered  to  give 
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them  employment,  and  a  sum  of  $600,000  lias  been  appropriated  for 
their  relief. 

The  war  in  Cuba  is  of  sach  a  nature  that  short  of  subjugation  or  exter- 
mination a  final  military  victory  for  either  side  seems  impracticable. 
The  alternative  lies  in  the  physical  exhaustion  of  the  one  or  the  other 
party,  or  perhaps  of  both — a  condition  which  in  efiect  ended  the  ten 
years'  war  by  the  truce  of  Zanjon.  The  prospect  of  such  a  protraction 
and  conclusion  of  the  present  strife  is  a  contingency  hurdly  to  bo  con- 
templated with  equanimity  by  the  civilized  world,  and  least  of  all  by 
the  United  States,  affected  and  injured  as  we  are,  deeply  and  intimately, 
by  its  very  existence. 

Realizing  this,  it  appeared  to  be  uiy  duty,  in  a  spirit  of  true  friendli- 
ness, Bo  less  to  Spain  than  to  the  Cubans  who  have  so  much  to  lose  by 
the  prolongation  of  the  struggle,  to  seek  to  bring  about  an  immediate 
termination  of  the  war.  To  this  end  I  submitted,  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
as  a  result  of  much  representation  and  correspondence,  through  the 
United  States  minister  at  Madrid,  propositions  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment looking  to  an  armistice  until  October  1  for  the  negotiation  of 
peace  with  the  good  offices  of  the  President. 

In  addition,  I  asked  the  immediate  revocation  of  the  order  of  recon- 
centration,  so  as  to  permit  the  people  to  return  to  their  farms  and  the 
needy  to  be  relieved  with  provisions  and  supplies  from  the  United 
States,  cooperating  with  the  Spanish  authorities,  so  as  to  aftbrd  full 
relief. 

The  reply  of  the  Spanish  cabinet  was  received  on  the  night  of  the 
3l8t  ultimo.  It  ofifered,  as  the  means  to  bring  about  peace  in  Cuba,  to 
confide  the  preparation  thereof  to  the  Insular  Parliament,  inasmuch  as 
the  concurrence  of  that  body  would  be  necessary  to  reach  a  final  result, 
it  being,  however,  understood  that  the  powers  reserved  by  the  consti- 
tatioa  to  the  Central  Government  are  not  lessened  or  diminished.  As 
the  Cuban  Parliament  does  not  meet  until  the  4th  of  May  next,  the 
Spanish  Government  would  not  object,  for  its  part,  to  accept  at  once  a 
Buspeusiou  of  hostilities  if  asked  for  by  the  insurgents  from  the  general 
in  chief,  to  whom  it  would  pertain,  in  such  case,  to  determine  the  dura- 
tion and  conditions  of  the  armistice. 

The  propositions  submitted  by  General  Woodford  and  the  reply  of 
the  Spanish  Government  were  both  in  the  form  of  brief  memoranda,  the 
texts  of  which  are  before  me,  and  are  substantially  in  the  language 
above  given.  The  function  of  the  Cuban  Parliament  in  the  matter  of 
"preparing"  peace  and  the  manner  of  its  doing  so  are  not  exi)ressedin 
the  Spanish  memorandum;  but  from  General  Woodford's  explanatory 
reports  of  preliminary  discussions  preceding  the  final  conferencie  it  is 
understood  that  the  Spanish  Government  stands  ready  to  give  the 
Insular  Congress  full  powers  to  settle  the  terms  of  peace  with  the  insur- 
gents— whether  by  direct  negotiation  or  indirectly  by  means  of  legisla- 
tion does  not  appear. 
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With  this  last  overture  in  the  direction  of  immediate  peace,  and  its 
disapx>ointing  reception  by  Spain,  the  Executive  is  brought  to  the  end 
of  his  effort. 

In  my  annual  message  of  December  last  I  said: 

Of  the  untried  measures  there  remain  only:  Recognition  of  the  insorgente  as 
belligerents;  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Cuba;  neutral  intervention  to  end 
the  war  by  imposing  a  rational  compromise  between  the  contestantSy  and  interTen- 
tion  in  favor  of  one  or  the  other  party.  I  speak  not  of  forcible  annexation,  for  that 
can  not  be  thought  of    That,  by  our  code  of  morality,  would  be  criminal  aggression. 

Thereupon  I  reviewed  these  alternatives,  in  the  light  of  President 
Grant's  measured  words,  uttered  in  1875,  when  after  seven  years  of 
sanguinary,  destructive,  and  cruel  hostilities  in  Cuba  he  reached  the 
conclusion  that  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Cuba  was 
impracticable  and  indefensible;  and  that  the  recognition  of  belliger- 
ence was  not  warranted  by  the  facts  according  to  the  tests  of  public 
law.  I  commented  especially  upon  the  latter  aspect  of  the  question, 
pointing  out  the  inconveniences  and  positive  dangers  of  a  recognicion 
of  belligerence  which,  while  adding  to  the  already  onerous  burdens  of 
neutrality  within  our  own  jurisdiction,  could  not  in  any  way  extend 
our  influence  or  effective  of&ces  in  the  territory  of  hostilities. 

Nothing  has  since  occurred  to  change  my  view  in  this  regard;  and  I 
recognize  as  fully  now  as  then  that  the  issuance  of  a  proclamation  of 
neutrality,  by  which  process  the  so-called  recognition  of  belligerents  is 
published,  could,  of  itself  and  unattended  by  other  action,  accomplish 
nothing  toward  the  one  end  for  which  we  labor — ^the  instant  pacification 
of  Cuba  and  the  cessation  of  the  misery  that  af^icts  the  island. 

Turning  to  the  question  of  recognizing  at  this  time  the  independence 
of  the  present  insurgent  government  in  Cuba,  we  And  safe  precedents 
in  our  history  from  an  early  day.  They  are  well  summed  up  in  Presi- 
dent Jackson's  message  to  Congress,  December  21, 1836,  on  the  subject 
of  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas.    He  said: 

In  aU  the  contests  that  have  arisen  ont  of  the  revolutions  of  France,  out  of  the 
disputes  relating  to  the  Crowns  of  Portugal  and  Spain,  out  of  the  separation  of  the 
American  possessions  of  hoth  from  the  European  Grovernments,  and  out  of  the  num- 
erous and  constantly  occurring  Htruggles  for  dominion  in  Spanish  America,  so  wisely 
consistent  with  our  just  principles  has  been  the  action  of  our  Government,  that  we 
have,  under  the  most  critical  circumstances,  avoided  all  censure,  and  encountered  no 
other  evil  than  that  produced  by  a  transient  estrangement  of  good  will  in  thoee 
against  whom  we  have  been  by  force  of  evideoce  oompeUed  to  decide. 

It  has  thus  made  known  to  the  world  that  the  uniform  policy  and  practice  of  the 
United  States  is  to  avoid  all  interference  in  disputes  which  merely  relate  to  the 
internal  government  of  other  nations,  and  eventually  to  recognize  the  authority  ot 
the  prevailing  party  without  reference  to  our  particular  interests  and  views  or  to 
the  merits  of  the  original  controversy. 

*  *  *  But  on  this,  as  on  every  other  trying  occasion,  safety  is  to  be  found  in 
a  rigid  adherence  to  principle. 

In  the  contest  between  Spain  and  the  revolted  colonies  we  stood  aloof,  and  waited, 
not  only  until  the  ability  of  the  new  States  to  protect  themselves  was  fully  estab^ 
lished,  but  until  the  danger  of  their  being  again  subjugated  had  entirely  paBaoil 
i^yruv      Tharx,  aud  uot  uutll  theu,  were  they  recognized. 
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Sncli  was  oar  course  in  regard  to  Mexico  herself.  *  *  *  It  is  tme  that  with 
regard  to  Texas  the  civil  authority  of  Mexico  has  he  en  expelled,  its  invading  army 
defeated,  the  chief  of  the  Repnhlic  himself  captured,  and  all  present  power  to  con- 
trol the  newly  organized  government  of  Texas  annihilated  within  its  confines;  hut, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  is,  in  appearance  at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of  physical 
force  on  the  side  of  Texas.  The  Mexican  Bepuhlic,  under  another  Executive,  is  rally- 
ing its  forces  under  a  new  leader  and  menacing  a  fresh  invasion  to  recover  its  lost 
dominion. 

Upon  the  issue  of  this  threatened  invasion  the  independence  of  Texas  may  be  con- 
sidered as  suspended ;  and  were  there  nothing  peculiar  in  the  relative  situation  of  the 
United  States  and  Texas,  our  acknowledgment  of  its  independence  at  such  a  crisis 
could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  consistent  with  that  prudent  reserve  with  which  we 
have  hitherto  held  ourselves  bound  to  treat  all  similar  questions. 

Therenpon  Andrew  Jackson  proceeded  to  consider  the  risk  that  there 
might  be  imputed  to  the  United  States  motives  of  selfish  interest  in  view 
of  the  former  claim  on  onr  part  to  the  territory  of  Texas,  and  of  the 
avowed  purpose  of  the  Texans  in  seeking  recognition  of  independence 
as  an  incident  to  the  incorporation  of  Texas  in  the  Union,  concluding 
thus: 

Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that  we  should  still  stand  aloof  and  maintain 
our  present  attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or  one  of  the  great  foreign  powers 
shall  recognize  the  independence  of  the  new  government,  at  least  until  the  lapse  of 
time  or  the  course  of  events  shall  have  proved  beyond  cavil  or  dispute  the  ability  of 
tbe  people  of  that  country  to  maintain  their  separate  sovereignty  and  to  uphold  the 
government  constituted  by  them.  Neither  of  the  contending  parties  can  justly 
complain  of  this  course.  By  pursuing  it  we  are  but  carrying  out  the  long-estab- 
lished policy  of  our  Government,  a  policy  which  has  secured  to  us  respect  and 
influence  abroad  and  inspired  confidence  at  home. 

These  are  the  words  of  the  resolute  and  patriotic  Jackson.  They  are 
evidence  that  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  test  imposed  by  pub- 
he  law  as  the  condition  of  the  recognition  of  independence  by  a  neutral 
state  (to  wit,  that  the  revolted  state  shall  ^^  constitute  in  fact  a  body 
poUtiCt  having  a  government  in  substance  as  well  as  in  name,  possessed 
of  the  elements  of  stability,"  and  forming  de  facto,  ^4f  left  to  itself,  a 
state  among  the  nations,  reasonably  capable  of  discharging  the  duties 
of  a  state"),  has  imposed  for  its  own  governance  in  dealing  with  cases 
Uke  these  the  further  condition  that  recognition  of  independent  state- 
hood is  not  due  to  a  revolted  dependency  until  the  danger  of  its  being 
again  subjugated  by  the  parent  state  has  entirely  passed  away. 

This  extreme  test  was,  in  fact,  applied  in  the  case  of  Texas.  The 
Congress  to  whom  President  Jackson  referred  the  question  as  one 
**probably  leading  to  war,"  and  therefore  a  proper  subject  for  "a  pre- 
vious understanding  with  that  body  by  whom  war  can  alone  be  declared 
and  by  whom  all  the  provisions  for  sustaining  its  perils  must  be  fur- 
nished," left  the  matter  of  the  recognition  of  Texas  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive,  providing  merely  for  the  sending  of  a  diplomatic  agent 
when  the  President  should  be  satisfied  that  the  Eepublic  of  Texas  had 
become  **an  independent  State."  It  was  so  recognized  by  President 
Tan  BureUy  who  commissioned  a  charg6  d'affaires  March  7, 1837,  after 
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Mexico  had  abandoned  an  attempt  to  reconquer  the  Texan  temtory, 
and  when  there  was  at  the  time  no  bona  fide  contest  going  on  between 
the  insurgent  Province  and  its  former  Sovereign. 

I  said  in  my  message  of  December  last,  **It  is  to  be  seriously  con- 
sidered whether  the  Cuban  insurrection  possesses  beyond  dispute  the 
attributes  of  statehood  which  alone  can  demand  the  recognition  of 
belligerency  in  its  favor."  The  same  requirement  must  certainly  be  no 
less  seriously  considered  when  the  graver  issue  of  recognizing  inde- 
pendence is  in  question,  for  no  less  positive  test  can  be  applied  to  the 
greater  act  than  to  the  lesser;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  influences 
and  consequences  of  the  struggle  upon  the  internal  policy  of  the  recog- 
nizing State,  which  form  important  factors  when  the  recognition  of 
belligerency  is  concerned,  are  secondary,  if  not  rightly  eliminablOy 
factors  when  the  real  question  is  whether  the  community  claiming 
recognition  is  or  is  not  independent  beyond  peradventure. 

Nor  from  the  standpoint  of  expediency  do  I  think  it  would  be  wise 
or  prudent  for  this  Government  to  recognize  at  the  present  time  the 
independence  of  the  so-called  Cuban  Eepublic.  Such  recognition  is 
not  necessary  in  order  to  enable  the  United  States  to  intervene  and 
pacify  the  island.  To  commit  this  country  now  to  the  recognition  of 
any  particular  government  in  Cuba  might  subject  us  to  embarrassing 
conditions  of  international  obligation  toward  the  organization  so 
recognized.  In  case  of  intervention  our  conduct  would  be  subject  to 
the  approval  or  disapproval  of  such  government.  We  would  be 
required  to  submit  to  its  direction  and  to  assume  to  it  the  mere  relation 
of  a  friendly  ally. 

When  it  shall  appear  hereafter  that  there  is  within  the  island  a 
government  capable  of  performing  the  duties  and  discharging  the 
functions  of  a  separate  nation,  and  having,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
proper  forms  and  attributes  of  nationality,  such  government  can  be 
promptly  and  readily  recognized  and  the  relations  and  interests  of  the 
United  States  with  such  nation  adjusted. 

There  remain  the  alternative  forms  of  intervention  to  end  the  war, 
either  as  an  impartial  neutral  by  imposing  a  rational  compromise 
between  the  contestants,  or  as  the  active  ally  of  the  one  party  or  the 
other. 

As  to  the  first,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  during  the  last  fevr 
months  the  relation  of  the  United  States  has  virtually  been  one  of 
friendly  intervention  in  many  ways,  each  not  of  itself  conclusive,  bat 
all  tending  to  the  exertion  of  a  potential  influence  toward  an  ultimate 
pacific  result,  just  and  honorable  to  all  interests  concerned.  The  spirit 
of  all  our  acts  hitherto  has  been  an  earnest,  unselfish  desire  for  peace 
and  prosperity  in  Cuba,  untarnished  by  differences  between  us  and 
Spain,  and  unstained  by  the  blood  of  American  citizens. 

The  forcible  intervention  of  the  United  States  as  a  neutral  to  stop 
the  war,  according  to  the  large  dictates  of  humanity  and  following 
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many  historical  precedents  where  neighboring  States  have  interfered 
to  check  the  hopeless  sacrifices  of  life  by  internecine  conflicts  beyond 
their  borders,  is  justifiable  on  rational  grounds.  It  involves,  however, 
hostile  constraint  upon  both  the  parties  to  the  contest  as  well  to  enforce 
a  truce  as  to  guide  the  eventual  settlement. 

The  grounds  for  such  intervention  may  be  briefly  summarized  as 
follows: 

First.  In  the  cause  of  humanity  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  barbarities, 
bloodshed,  starvation,  and  horrible  miseries  now  existing  there,  and 
which  the  parties  to  the  conflict  are  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  stop 
or  mitigate.  It  is  no  answer  to  say  this  is  all  in  another  country, 
belonging  to  another  nation,  and  is  therefore  none  of  our  business.  It 
Ls  8i[>ecially  our  duty,  for  it  is  right  at  our  door. 

Second.  We  owe  it  to  our  citizens  in  Cuba  to  aflbrd  them  that  ])ro- 
tection  and  indemnity  for  life  and  property  which  no  government  there 
can  or  will  afford,  and  to  that  end  to  terminate  the  conditions  that 
deprive  them  of  legal  protection. 

Third.  The  right  to  intervene  may  be  justified  by  the  very  serious 
injury  to  the  commerce,  trade,  and  business  of  our  people,  and  by  the 
wanton  destruction  of  property  and  devastation  of  the  island. 

Fourth,  and  which  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  The  present  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  Cuba  is  a  constant  nienuce  to  our  peace,  and  entails 
upon  this  Government  an  enormous  expense.  With  such  a  conflict 
waged  for  years  in  an  island  so  near  us  and  with  which  our  people 
have  such  trade  and  basiness  relations — when  the  lives  and  liberty  of 
our  citizens  are  in  constant  danger  and  their  property  destroyed  and 
themselves  ruined — ^where  our  trading  vessels  are  liable  to  seizure  and 
are  seized  at  our  very  door  by  war  ships  of  a  foreign  nation,  the  expe- 
ditions of  filibustering  that  we  are  powerless  to  prevent  altogether, 
and  the  irritating  questions  and  entanglements  thus  arising — all  these 
and  others  that  I  need  not  mention,  with  the  resulting  strained  rela- 
tions, are  a  constant  menace  to  our  peace,  and  compel  us  to  keep  on  a 
semiwar  footing  with  a  nation  with  which  we  are  at  peace. 

These  elements  of  danger  and  disorder  already  x)ointed  out  have  been 
strikingly  illustrated  by  a  tragic  event  which  has  deeply  and  justly 
moved  the  American  people.  I  have  already  transmitted  to  Congress 
the  report  of  the  naval  court  of  inquiry  on  the  destruction  of  the  battle 
ship  Maine  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  during  the  night  of  the  15th  of 
February.  The  destruction  of  that  noble  vessel  has  filled  the  national 
heart  with  inexpressible  horror.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  brave 
sailors  and  marines  and  two  ofQcers  of  our  Navy,  reposing  in  the  fancied 
securitj'  of  a  friendly  harbor,  have  been  hurled  to  death,  grief  and 
want  brought  to  their  homes  and  sorrow  to  the  nation. 

The  naval  court  of  inquiry,  which,  it  is  needless  to  say,  commands 
the  unqualified  confidence  of  the  Government,  was  unanimous  in  its 
conclosion  that  the  destruction  of  the  Maine  was  caused  by  an  exte- 
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rior  explosion,  that  of  a  submarine  mine.  It  did  not  assume  to  place 
the  responsibility.    That  remains  to  be  fixed. 

In  any  event  the  destruction  of  the  Maine^  by  whatever  exterior 
cause,  is  a  patent  and  impressive  proof  of  a  state  of  things  in  Cuba 
that  is  intolerable.  That  condition  is  thus  shown  to  be  such  that  the 
Spanish  Government  can  not  assure  safety  and  security  to  a  vessel  of 
the  American  l^Tavy  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  on  a  mission  of  peace,  and 
rightftdly  there. 

Further  referring  in  this  connection  to  recent  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence, a  dispatch  from  our  minister  to  Spain,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  con- 
tained the  statement  that  the  Spanish  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
assured  him  positively  that  Spain  will  do  all  that  the  highest  honor 
and  justice  require  in  the  matter  of  the  Maine,  The  reply  above 
referred  to  of  the  31st  ultimo  also  contained  an  expression  of  the  readi- 
ness of  Spain  to  submit  to  an  arbitration  all  the  differences  which  can 
arise  in  this  matter,  which  is  subsequently  explained  by  the  note  of  the 
Spanish  minister  at  Washington  of  the  10th  instant,  as  follows: 

As  to  the  question  of  fact  which  springs  from  the  diversity  of  views  between  the 
reports  of  the  American  and  Spanish  boards,  Spain  proposes  that  the  facts  be  ascer- 
tained by  an  impartial  investigation  by  experts,  whose  decision  Spain  accepts  in 
advance. 

To  this  I  have  made  no  reply. 

President  Grant,  in  1875,  after  discussing  the  phases  of  the  contest 
as  it  then  appeared,  and  its  hopeless  and  apparent  indefinite  prolongs^ 
tion,  said: 

In  snch  event,  I  am  of  opinion  that  other  nations  will  be  compelled  to  assume  the 
responsibility  which  devolves  upon  them,  and  to  seriously  consider  the  only  remain* 
ing  measures  possible — mediation  and  intervention.  Owing,  perhaps,  to  the  large 
expanse  of  water  separating  the  island  from  the  peninsula,  *  *  *  the  contend- 
ing  parties  appear  to  have  within  themselves  no  depository  of  common  confidence, 
to  suggest  wisdom  when  passion  and  excitement  have  their  sway,  and  to  assume  the 
part  of  peacemaker. 

In  this  view  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  contest  the  jgood  offices  of  the  United  States 
as  a  mediator  were  tendered  in  good  faith,  without  any  selfish  purpose,  in  the  inter- 
est of  humanity  and  in  sincere  friendship  for  both  parties,  but  were  at  the  time 
declined  by  Spain,  with  the  declaration,  nevertheless,  that  at  a  future  time  tbey 
would  be  indispensable.  No  intimation  has  been  received  that  in  the  opinion  of 
Spain  that  time  has  been  reached.  And  yet  the  strife  continues  with  aU  its  dread 
horrors  and  all  its  injuries  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  and  of  other  nations. 

Each  party  seems  quite  capable  of  working  great  injury  and  damage  to  the  other, 
as  well  as  to  all  the  relations  and  interests  dependent  on  the  existence  of  peace  in 
the  island;  but  they  seem  incapable  of  reaching  any  adjiistmeut,  and  both  have  than 
far  failed  of  achieving  any  success  whereby  one  party  shall  possess  and  oontrol  the 
island  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  agency  of 
others,  either  by  mediation  or  by  intervention,  seems  to  be  the  only  alternative 
which  must  sooner  or  later  be  invoked  for  the  termination  of  the  strife. 

In  the  last  annual  message  of  my  immediate  predecessor  during  the 
pending  struggle,  it  was  said: 

When  the  inability  of  Spain  to  deal  snocessfully  with  the  insurrection  has  become 
manifest,  and  it  is  demonatrated  that  her  sovereignty  iB  extinct  in  Cnba  for  all  par- 
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poMB  of  its  rightfal  existence^  and  when  a  hopeless  straggle  for  its  Teestablishment 
has  degenerated  into  a  strife  which  means  nothing  more  than  the  useless  sacrifice  of 
baman  life  and  the  ntter  destrnctton  of  the  very  subject-matter  of  the  conflict,  a 
situation  will  be  presented  in  which  our  obligatious  to  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  will 
be  superseded  by  higher  obligations,  which  we  can  hardly  hesitate  to  recognize  and 
discharge. 

In  my  annual  message  to  Congress,  December  last,  speaking  to  this 
question,  I  said: 

The  near  future  will  demonstrate  whether  the  lndisi>ensable  condition  of  a  right- 
eoos  peace,  just  alike  to  the  Cubans  and  to  Spain,  as  well  as  equitable  to  all  our 
interests  so  intimately  iuTolved  in  the  welfare  of  Cuba,  is  likely  to  be  attained.  If 
not,  the  exigency  of  further  and  other  action  by  the  United  States  will  remain  to  be 
taken.  When  that  time  comes  that  action  will  be  determined  in  the  line  of  indis- 
putable right  and  duty.  It  will  be  faced,  without  misgiving  or  hesitancy,  in  the 
light  of  the  obligation  this  Government  owes  to  itself,  to  the  people  who  have  con- 
fided to  it  the  protection  of  their  interests  and  honor,  and  to  humanity. 

Sure  of  the  right,  keeping  £ree  from  all  offense  ourselves,  actuated  only  by  upright 
and  patriotic  considerations,  moved  neither  by  passion  nor  selfishness,  the  Govern- 
ment will  continue  its  watchful  care  over  the  rights  and  property  of  American  citi- 
zens and  will  abate  none  of  its  efforts  to  bring  about  by  peaceful  agencies  a  peace 
which  shall  be  honorable  and  enduring.  If  it  shall  hereafter  appear  to  be  a  duty 
imposed  by  our  obligations  to  ourselves,  to  civilization  and  humanity  to  intervene 
with  force,  it  shall  be  without  fault  on  our  part  and  only  because  the  necessity  for 
such  action  will  be  so  clear  as  to  oommand  the  support  and  approval  of  the  civilized 
world. 

The  long  trial  has  proved  that  the  object  for  which  Spain  has  waged 
the  war  can  not  be  attained.  The  fire  of  insurrection  may  fiame  or 
may  smolder  with  varying  seasons,  but  it  has  not  been  and  it  is  plain 
that  it  can  not  be  extingnished  by  present  methods.  The  only  hope 
of  relief  and  repose  from  a  condition  which  can  no  longer  be  endared 
is  the  enforced  pacification  of  Cuba.  In  the  name  of  humanity,  in  the 
name  of  civilization,  in  behalf  of  endangered  American  interests  which 
give  us  the  right  and  the  duty  to  speak  and  to  act,  the  war  in  Cuba 
must  stop. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  of  these  considerations,  I  ask  the  Congress 
to  aathorize  and  empower  the  President  to  take  measures  to  secure  a 
full  and  final  termination  of  hostilities  between  the  Government  of  Spain 
and  the  people  of  Cuba,  and  to  secure  in  the  island  the  establishment 
of  a  stable  government,  capable  of  maintaining  order  and  observing  its 
international  obligations,  insuring  peace  and  tranquillity  and  the  secu- 
rity of  its  citizens  as  well  as  our  own,  and  to  use  the  military  and  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  necessary  for  these  purposes. 

And  in  the  interest  of  humanity  and  to  aid  in  preserving  the  lives  of 
the  starving  people  of  the  island  I  recommend  that  the  distribution  of 
food  and  supplies  be  continued,  and  that  an  appropriation  be  made  out 
of  the  public  Treasury  to  supplement  the  charity  of  our  citizens. 

The  lasae  is  now  with  the  Congress.  It  is  a  solemn  responsibility. 
I  have  exhausted  every  effort  to  relieve  the  intolerable  condition  of 
affairs  which  is  at  our  doors.  Prepared  to  execute  every  obligation 
imposed  upon  me  by  the  Constitution  and  the  law,  I  await  your  action. 
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Yesterday,  and  since  the  preparation  of  the  foregoing  message, 
official  information  was  received  by  me  that  the  latest  decree  of  the 
Qneen  Begent  of  Spain  directs  General  Blanco,  in  order  to  prepare 
and  facilitate  peace,  to  proclaim  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  the  dara- 
tion  and  details  of  which  have  not  yet  been  communicated  to  me. 

This  fact  with  every  other  pertinent  consideration  will,  I  am  sure, 
have  your  just  and  careful  attention  in  the  solemn  deliberations  upon 
which  you  are  about  to  enter.  If  this  measure  attains  a  successful 
result,  then  our  aspirations  as  a  Christian,  peace-loving  people  will  be 
realized.  If  it  fails,  it  will  be  only  another  justification  for  our  con- 
templated action. 

William  MoKinley. 

Executive  Mansion,  April  ll^  1898. 
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CONSULAR  CORRESPONDENCE  RESPECTING  THE  CONDITION 

OF  THE  RECONCENTRADOS  IN  CUBA,  THE  STATE  OF 

THE  WAR  IN  THAT  ISLAND,  AND  THE  PROS- 

PECTS  OF  THE  PROJECTED  AUTONOMY. 


MESSAGE 


FBOM  THX 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


TIUH8MITTIMO 


IN  RESPONSE  TO  THE  RESOLUTION  OP  THE  SENATE,  DATED  FEBRUARY  U, 
1898,  CALLING  FOR  INFORMATION  IN  RESPECT  TO  THE  CONDITION  OF 
THE  RECONCENTRADOS  IN  CUBA,  THE  STATE  OF  THE  WAR 
AND  THE  COUNTRY,  AND  THE  PROSPECTS  OF  PRO- 
JECTED AUTONOMY  IN  THAT  ISLAND. 


Apru^  11, 1888. — Read,  referred  to  the  Committer  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


WASHINGTON: 

aoySRNHENT    PEINTING    OFPIOB. 


1898. 


To  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith^  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
14th  of  Febmary  last  calling  for  information  and  correspondence  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  to  negotiations  for 
coQunercial  relations  between  the  United  States  and  that  island,  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  its  accompanying  correspondence 
covering  the  first  inquiry  of  the  resolution,  together  with  a  report  of 
the  special  commissioner  plenipotentiary  charged  with  commercial 
negotiations  under  the  provisions  of  the  tariff  act  approved  July  24, 
1897,  in  response  to  the  second  inquiry. 

William  MoKinlby. 

ExEcuTivB  Mansion, 

Washington,  April  11, 1698. 


The  Pkesidknt  : 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  had  the  honor  to  receive,  by  reference 
from  the  President,  a  resolution  adopted  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  on  the  14th  of  February  last,  reading  as  follows: 

Sesolvedf  That  the  President  is  reqaested,  if  in  his  opinion  it  is  not  incompatible 
with  thepnblic  service,  to  send  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  consul- 
genera]  and  of  the  conanls  of  the  United  States  in  Cnba,  written  or  received  since 
March  foorth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  which  relate  to  the  state  of  war 
in  that  island  and  the  condition  of  the  peoplo  there,  or  that  he  will  send  such  parts 
of  said  rex>ortB  as  will  inform  the  Senate  as  to  these  facts. 

S«4^ond.  That  the  President  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  agent  of  a  government 
in  Cuba  has  been  accredited  to  this  Government  or  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  authority  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  reciprocity  with  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  diplomatic  or  commercial  agreement  with  the  United  States,  and  whether 
such  person  has  been  recognized  and  received  as  the  representative  of  such  govern- 
ment in  Cnba. 

This  resolution  contemplates  answer  being  made  to  two  separable 
inquiries:  First,  in  relation  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  Cuba, 
and,  secondly,  with  regard  to  the  action  had  in  view  of  the  overtures  ot 
the  €k>vemment  of  Spain  for  a  reciprocal  commercial  agreement  cover- 
ing,  particularly,  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  Island 
of  Cuba. 

The  conduct  of  commercial  negotiations  under  the  authority  and  in 
accordance  with  the  conditions  found  in  sections  3, 4,  and  5  of  the  exist- 
ing tariff  act  approved  July  24, 1897,  having  been  intrusted  to  a  spe- 
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cial  commissioner  plenipotentiary  duly  empowered  by  the  President  to 
that  end,  it  has  been  deemed  convenient  to  leave  to  the  commissioner 
the  preparation  of  a  report  in  answer  to  the  second  part  of  the  Senate 
resolution,  the  undersigned  reserving  to  himself  the  response  to  the 
first  part  thereof,  which  concerns  the  political  and  consular  functions 
of  the  Department  of  State.  The  separate  report  of  the  Hon.  John 
A.  Kasson,  special  commissioner  plenipotentiary,  is  therefore  herewith 
independently  submitted  to  the  President  with  a  view  to  its  transmis- 
sion to  the  Senate,  should  such  a  course  be,  in  the  Presidents'  judg- 
ment, not  incompatible  with  the  public  service. 

The  Senate  resolution,  while  in  terms  calling  for  the  submission  to 
that  honorable  body  of  all  or  of  a  practical  selection  of  the  reports  of 
the  consul-general  and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  Cuba  written 
or  received  since  March  4, 1897,  which  relate  to  the  state  of  war  in  that 
island  and  the  condition  of  the  people  there,  appears  to  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  President  to  direct  the  scope  of  the  information  to  be 
so  reported  and  the  manner  of  its  communication.  The  undersigned^ 
having  taken  the  President's  direction  on  both  these  points,  has  the 
honor  to  lay  before  him  a  selection  of  the  correspondence  received  by 
the  Department  of  State  from  the  various  consular  representatives  in 
Cuba,  aiming  thereby  to  show  the  present  situation  in  the  island  ratlier 
than  to  give  a  historical  account  of  all  the  reported  incidents  since  the 
date  assigned  by  the  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  Sherman. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  11,  1898. 


Department  op  State,  Washington, 

Office  of  Special  Commissioner  PJenipoteniiary, 
The  President: 

In  response  to  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  undel 
date  of  February  14, 1898,  and  which  was  referred  to  the  uudersigiii^ 
for  report,  viz : 

Second.  That  the  President  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  agent  of  a  governuienj 
in  Cuba  has  been  accredited  to  this  Government  or  the  President  of  the  Unit<i 
States,  with  authority  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  reciprocity  with  the  United  Stated 
or  any  other  diplomatic  or  commercial  agreement  with  the  United  States;  axil 
whether  such  person  has  been  recognized  and  received  as  the  representative  of  Htiel 
government  in  Cuba. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  October,  1897,  the  minister  of  Spain  at  this  capital  verbalV 
advised  the  undersigned  that,  so  soon  as  the  new  Government  in  Spaii 
had  leisure  to  take  up  the  question,  he  would  probably  be  authorized 
to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  undersigned  for  reciprocal  trud 
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arrangements  with  Spain,  and  that  a  representative!  of  Cuba  would 
probably  be  associated  for  the  interests  of  that  island. 

Under  date  of  December  9, 1897,  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Madrid  was  instructed  to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the  Spanish 
Goyemment  in  respect  to  these  negotiations. 

Under  date  of  January  24,  1898,  a  dispatch  from  Mr,  Woodford 
(referred  to  this  office)  advised  the  Secretary  of  State  that  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  negotiation  of  a  commercial  treaty  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States^  that  separate  provisions  would  be  made 
for  Cuba;  and  that  the  Cuban  insular  government  would  appoint  a 
delegate  to  represent  that  island  in  the  negotiations.  This  was  accom- 
panied by  a  memorandum  from  the  Spanish  minister  of  colonies,  stat- 
ing  that  the  same  rules  as  for  Cuba  might  be  applied  to  Puerto  Kico, 
and  suggesting  a  basis  for  the  negotiations.  This  communication  was 
referred  to  this  office  on  the  4th  of  February. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  the  Spanish  minister,  Mr.  Dupuy  de  Lome, 
called  on  the  undersigned,  and  announced  that  he  was  authorized  to 
represent  Spain  in  the  pending  negotiations,  and  that  a  special  rep- 
resentative would  arrive  from  Cuba,  under  appointment  of  the  insular 
government,  to  act  as  far  as  the  interests  of  that  island  were  involved. 
He  mentioned  the  name  of  Senor  Angulo  as  the  gentleman  who  had 
been  suggested  in  Cuba  for  that  appointment;  but  the  delegate  was 
not  officially  notified  to  this  office. 

On  March  17  a  note  from  the  Spanish  minister,  Senor  Polo  de  Bar- 
nabe,  addressed  under  date  of  the  16th  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
was  referred  to  this  office.  In  that  note  his  excellency  advised  this 
Government  of  his  appointment  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Begent  of 
Spain  to  conduct  these  negotiations,  assist>ed  by  SeOor  Manuel  Kafael 
Angulo  as  special  delegate  of  the  insulai*  government  of  Cuba,  who 
would  be  aided  by  two  technical  assistants  also  appointed  by  the  Cuban 
government;  and,  further,  that  an  officer  from  the  Treasury  Depar^ 
ment  would  be  added  in  the  same  character. 

His  excellency  announced  his  readiness  to  commence  the  labors  of 
the  commission  so  soon  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should 
formulate  the  general  plan  for  carrying  on  the  work. 

Bespectfhlly  submitted,  March  17, 1898. 

John  A.  Kasson, 
Special  Commissioner  Plenipotentiary. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


LIST  OF  DISPATCHES. 

FROM    HAVANA. 

No.  704. — November  17, 1897,  2  inclosnres. 

No.  709. — November  23, 1897, 1  inclosnre. 

No.  710.— November  23, 1897. 

No.  712.— November  27, 1897, 1  inolosure. 

No.  717.— December  3, 1897.  • 

No.  718,— December  3, 1897. 

No.  723.— December  7, 1897. 

No.  726.— December  13, 1897. 

No.  727.— December  14, 1897. 

No.  732.— December  28, 1897. 

No.  733.— December  28, 1897. 

Telegram — January  5, 1898. 

No.  738.— January  5, 1898. 

No.  742.— January  8, 1898. 

No.  744. — January  13, 1898, 1  inclosnre. 

No.  746. — January  13, 1898, 1  incloaure. 

No.  747.— January  15, 1898. 

No.  749.— January  18, 1898. 

No.  754. — January  21, 1898, 1  inclosnre. 

No.  756.— January  22, 1898. 

No.  767.— February  4, 1898. 

No.  773.— February  10, 1898. 

Telegram— February  10, 1898. 

No.  775. — February  15, 1898, 1  incloaure. 

No.  7K.— March  1, 1898. 

Telegram— March  3, 1898. 

No.  795.— March  14, 1898, 1  inclosnre. 

No.  797.— March  17, 1898. 

Telegram— March  24, 1898. 

No.  803.— March  28, 1898. 

No.  809.— April  1, 1898. 

No.  137. — ^January  10,  1898,  from  CienfuegoB. 

FROM  MATANZAS. 

No.   %.— November  17,  1897. 

No.  97.— December  17,  1897. 

No.  99. — ^January  18, 1898, 1  inclosnre. 

No.  100.— February  8, 1898. 

FROM  SANTIAGO  DE  CUBA. 

No.  405. — November  15, 1897,  1  inclosnre. 
No.407.— November  20,  1897,  1  inclosnre. 
No,  409.— November  26,  1897. 
No.  410. — ^December  5, 1897. 
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No.  413.— December  14,  1897. 

No.  415.— December  21,  1897. 

No.  418.— January  1,  1898. 

No.  420.— January  8,  1898. 

No.  421. — January  12,  1898,  1  inclosure. 

No.  424.— January  22,  1898. 

No.  427.— January  31,  1898. 

No.  428.— February  1,  1898. 

No.  432.— February  15, 1898. 

No.  434.— February  16, 1898. 

No.  437.— February  26,  1898,  1  inclosure. 

No.  439.— March  24,  1898. 

FROM  SAGUA  LA  GRANDE. 

No.  261.— November  11, 1897. 

No.  264.— November  20, 1897. 

No.  266. — November  25, 1897;  2  inclosnres. 

No.  270.— December  13, 1897;  2  incloBures. 

No.  271.— December  15, 1897. 

December  28, 1897. 
No.  273. — January  8, 1898 ;  2  iuclosures. 
No.  278.— January  15, 1898. 

January  10, 1898. 
No.  284.— January  27, 1898. 
No.  286.— January  31, 1898. 
No.  288.— February  17, 1898. 
No.  294.— March  12, 1898. 
No.  295.— March  14, 1898. 
Tel.— March  24, 1898. 
No.  299.— March  24, 1898. 
No.  297.— March  21, 1898. 
Decrees  of  November  26  and  27,  1897,  relating  to  autonomy  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 
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Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

No.  7CM.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  Norennher  17^  1897, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  several  copies,  with  a 
translation,  of  a  decree  of  the  Governor-Oeneral  respecting  the  '^  recon- 
centrado8,'^and  the  conditions  nnder  which  they  may  retnm  to  their 
homes;  and  also  a  copy  and  translation  of  an  article  from  La  Lucha  of 
the  15th  instant,  reporting  an  interview  with  me. 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUOH  Lee, 

Consul- OeneraL 


[Inohmare  No.  1,  with  diApatch  No.  704.] 
GENERAL  OOVKRNMENT  OF  THE  I8IJiNI>  OK   crilA. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Don  Ramon  y  Erenas,  Marqnis  of  Pena  Plata,  governor- general,  captain-general, 

and  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of  this  island. 

Decided  to  afford  the  protection  dne  by  the  Government  to  the  country  people 
concentrated  in  the  towns,  I  have  procured,  by  all  means  within  the  reach  of  the 
authority,  to  better  the  condition  to  which  the  rural  population  of  this  island  has 
been  reduced,  more  than  by  the  direct  effort  of  the  war  measures  previously  adopted, 
ai»  a  natxiral  consequence  of  a  violent  and  unjust  insurrection,  which,  having  imposed 
itself  on  this  country,  made  itself  felt  from  the  first  moment  as  an  attempt  against 
the  national  sovereignty  and  as  a  work  of  devastation  of  the  country,  but  especially 
as  the  reealt  of  extreme  passions  let  loose  a^ain.st  the  majority  of  the  Cuban  popula- 
tion, honest,  active,  and  loyal,  contended  with  the  progress  of  its  increasing  culture, 
satisfied  with  the  prosperity  attained  by  its  arts,  its  apiculture,  industry,  and  com- 
merce, proud  of  its  race  ana  nationality,  and  which  after  having  undergone  without 
diatorbance  the  transformation  from  the  work  of  nlaves  to  that  of  freemen,  offered  to 
the  world,  as  a  special  case  of  history,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  triumphs  of  liberty, 
nnJted  vrith  the  cause  of  order,  was  resolved  to  preserve  in  the  noble  purpose  of 
obtaining  through  the  evolution  of  ideas  and  by  the  peaceful  struggles  of  law  the 
coDsecratton  of  its  aspirations  within  the  Spanish  sovereignty. 

To  that  purpose  I  have  directed  all  the  efiorts  which  I  have  deemed  opportune  and 
pertment,  from  ordering  in  a  decided  and  conclusive  manner  that  the  reconcentrados 
be  furnished  with  a  daily  ration  and  that  the  sick  in  the  hospitals  be  duly  attended,  to 
ordering  by  a  recent  decree  (bando)  the  reorganization  of  agricultural  and  industrial 
labors,  ae  well  as  its  normalization,  to  the  end  that  without  obstacles  nor  difficulties 
the  poor  people,  specially,  should  be  able  to  find  means  of  subsistence,  mitigation 
for  tneir  economic  situation,  and  a  possible  remedy  for  their  misfortunes. 

The  work  of  absolntelv  suspending  the  concent  ration  and  of  remedying  immedi- 
ately the  evils  derived  tneretfom  not  being  possible,  unloss  it  should  be  pretended 
th^t  a  orowd,  composed  largely  of  women  and  children,  be  launched  into  the  fields, 
exposed,  therefore,  to  suffer  even  greater  evils  than  that  which  they  may  experience 
by  remaining  in  tiie  towns  and  wuich  would  surely  give  rise  to  as  serious  censures 
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as  the  concentration  measures  have  cansed,  it  l>ecome8  necessary  to  proceed  in  this 
matter  with  the  foresight,  good  sense,  and  tact  imposed  by  events  and  which  the 
authority  can  not  ignore. 

In  view  of  these  considerations  and  having  resolved  to  make  the  causes  of  this 
evil  disappear  as  far  as  possible,  prudently,  and  for  the  benefit  of  all,  until  obtain 
ing  the  complete  reestablishment  of  the  normality  in  the  life  of  the  rural  population 
I  have  decided  to  order  as  follows: 

First.  All  reconcentrados  possessing  farms,  as  owners,  lessees,  or  in  partnership, 
and  who  possess  elements  and  resources  to  help  themselves,  can  again  establish  them- 
selves in  same  and  commence  to  work,  for  which  they  shall  count  with  the  protec- 
tion and  aid  assured  t-o  them  by  the  last  instructions  regarding  the  reorganization 
of  agricultural  and  industrial  labors.  To  this  end,  they  shall  obtain  from  the 
proper  civil  or  military  authority  the  piece  of  land  where  they  are  to  establish  thom- 
selves,  a  permit  bearing  the  name  of  the  individuals  composing  the  family,  the 
names  of  the  persons  accompanying  them,  number  and  kind  of  animals  which  they 
may  keep,  agricultural  and  other  implements  which  they  may  need,  and  the  kind  lif 
labor  they  will  undertake ;  and  they  shall  at  the  same  time  prove  how  they  will 
obtain  the  implements,  clothes,  and  effects  which  they  may  need  from  the  moment 
of  their  establishment. 

Second.  Those  not  comprised  in  such  case,  but  who  attend  to  the  industrial  and 
agricultural  labors,  as  artisans  and  laborers,  can  do  so,  provided  they  reside  in  the 
farm  or  plantation  where  they  work,  that  they  pass  the  night  within  the  fortified 
place  of  said  farm  or  plantation,  and  that  they  always  carry  with  them  their  proper 
personal  documents. 

Third.  To  this  end  the  sugar  estates,  cane  fields  (colonias  de  cana),  tobacco  plan- 
tations, coffee  plantations,  and  other  farms  or  plantations  of  importance  properly 
defended  shall  be  considered  as  centers  of  labor,  and  their  owners  are  authorized  to 
have  in  them  the  necessary  employees  and  laborers — the  present  reconcentrados  as 
well  as  persons  who  having  invoked  pardon  have  complied  with  the  formalities  of 
surrender.  Special  care  should  be  adopted  that  the  proper  hygienic  measures  are 
carried  out  which  may  guarantee  the  health  of  the  laboring  population. 

Fourth.  In  all  cases  to  which  the  preceding  paragraphs  refer  to,  are  the  owners, 
essees,  or  partners  of  the  farms  or  plantations  obliged  to  build  centers  of  defenses 
of  the  zones  of  cultivation  which  they  comprehend,  and  in  the  exterior  circuit  uf 
which  shall  be  established,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  g^eneral  stafi'  of 
the  army,  the  basis  of  operations  of  the  columns  in  charge  of  fighting  the  rebels 
and  of  defending  such  centers  whenever  necessary.  To  this  end  the  owners,  lesseen, 
and  partners  of  farms  or  plantations  are  authorized  to  carry  arms  for  their  defense, 
and  the  employees  and  laborers  are  authorized  to  carry  revolver  and  machete  for 
the  defense  of  the  zone  which  guarantees  the  elements  of  life  to  their  persons  and 
their  families'  subsistence — after  obtaining  due  permission  from  the  local  authoritiei$ 
in  accordance  with  the  owners  of  the  farms  or  plantations. 

Fifth.  The  families  and  persons  now  concentrated  who  will  not  be  able  to  enjoy 
the  benefits  which  those  comprised  in  the  foregoing  cases  may  obtain,  either  because 
they  have  no  piece  of  land,  or  because  they  have  no  resources  with  which  to  estab- 
lish themselves  in  same,  or  beranse  they  are  unublo  to  work,  shall  remain  in  the 
towns  under  the  direct  protection  of  the  boards  for  the  protection  of  the  reconcen- 
trados which  shall  be  constituted  with  Government  funds  and  with  the  aid  of  public 
charity. 

Sixtn.  These  boards  shall  be  immediately  organized  in  the  capitals  of  the  provincea 
by  the  civil  governors,  by  the  alcaldes  (mayors)  in  the  municipal  districts,  and  liy 
the  deputies  from  the  city  governments  (ayuntamientos)  in  the  towns,  and  they  shall 
act  under  the  direction  and  presidency  of  the  said  civil  authorities,  who  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constituting  said  boards  shall  associate  themselves  as  follows:  (1)  To  the 
military  commandants,  who  are  already  instructed  by  the  general  staff  of  th«-ir 
obligation  to  ration  the  reconcentrados;  (2)  to  the  parish  priests,  whom  the  eccle«i> 
astic  authority  shall  inform  them  of  the  cooperation  they  shall  tender  to  auch 
humane  purposes ;  (3)  to  the  municipal  physicians,  to  whom  pertains  the  medii-n) 
aid  of  those  who  may  need  it;  and  (4)  to  the  proprietors,  inerohants,  traders,  and 
agriculturists  whom  the  presidents  may  designate. 

Seventh.  The  protection  afforded  by  these  boards  shall  extend  nnder  the  satno. 
conditions,  not  only  to  the  reconcentrados,  but  to  persons  coming  from  the  reUel 
camp  and  who  have  invoked  pardon,  while  they  lack  means  of  subsistence. 

Kighth.  These  boards  shall  report  their  works  every  fift<'en  days  to  their  respective 
presidents  or  to  their  superiors,  who  in  turn  shall  report  to  the  secretary's  offiot>  «>f 
the  General  Government  of  the  island. 

Ninth.  The  civil  and  military  authorities  in  charge  of  the  execntion  of  these  pro- 
visions shall  see  that  they  are  strictly  complied  wiUi,  under  their  responsibility. 

Havana,  13  November,  IdQl. 

Ramon  Blaniv). 
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» 

[lAclMuie  No.  2,  with  dlapatch  Ko.  704.] 

[From  L«  Lucha,  of  Bavuia,  Xoycmber  15, 1807.] 

MR.   LEE  SPEAKS. 

With  the  amval  of  the  consul- geaeral  of  the  Unite<l  States  of  America  in  this 
Island,  Mr.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  and  because  of  the  rumors  published  by  the  press  of  his 
country  regarding  the  attitude  which  the  said  consular  representative  would  assume, 
as  well  as  because  of  the  report  published  by  some  Madrid  ^aper  relative  to  a  ban- 
quet given  by  the  New  York  filibusters  to  Mr.  Lee,  everything  connected  with  the 
latter  has  again  obtained  a  certain  importance. 

Yesterday,  by  the  American  steamer  SegurancOf  Mr.  Lee  arrived  from  the  leave  of 
absence  granted  to  him  by  his  Government. 

Desirous  of  fi^reeting  Mr.  Lee  and  of  learning  the  position  he  would  adopt  in  con- 
nection with  the  new  policy  which  the  Supreme  Government  intends  to  pursue  in 
this  island,  we  commissioned  one  of  our  reporters  to  interview  the  distinguished 
eonsol-general. 

At  dinner  hour,  in  the  hotel  Inglaterra,  where  he  stops,  we  approached  his  table 
and  met  him  in  company  with  the  esteemed  vice-consul,  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Springer. 

After  exchanging  courtesies  we  iniiuired,  in  the  first  place,  for  his  family.  He 
told  ns  that  Mrs.  and  Miss  Lee  had  remained  in  Virginia,  one  of  his  sons  in  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  of  West  Point,  and  the  other  one,  Fitz,  who  accompanied  him  before, 
bad  »  jKwition  with  a  railroad  company. 

Regarding  the  nassage  from  New  York  to  Havana  he  told  us  that  he  had  left  the 
former  port  last  Wednesday,  and  that  on  Thursday  the  wind  blew  so  hard  that  the 
Seffuranca,  notwithstanding  her  excellent  conditions,  rolled  so  much  that  the  geueral 
fell  in  bis  stateroom,  causing  himself  a  slight  wound  on  the  forehead. 

''What  inatmctious  have  yon  received  from  the  President?'^ 

*'l  have  received  no  special  instructions  of  any  kind,"  he  answered.  ''My  func- 
tions in  the  futare  shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  past;  namely,  to  protect  the 
property  and  lives  of  the  American  citizens  in  this  island,  and  to  encourage  the 
development  of  the  commercial  interests  of  both  countrieH.    Nothing  further.' 

With  respect  to  the  banquet  which,  according  to  a  cablegram  from  New  York, 
published  by  the  Lncha  on  Saturday,  had  been  given  to  him  in  New  York  by  the 
Cuban  filibusters,  Mr.  Lee  told  us  that  ho  bad  not  attended  any  bancjuet  there,  and 
consequently  made  no  speecb ;  that  he  only  remained  in  New  York  two  or  three  days 
before  leaving  for  this  city,  dnring  which  period  he  attended  lunches  oD'ered  to  him 
by  personal  friends,  with  no  political  character  whatever. 

lie  says  such  a  telegram  is  untrue,  and  he  does  not  know  the  reason  which  may 
have  inspired  the  author  of  same. 

We  inquired  from  Mr.  Lee  regarding  the  efifect  which  the  first  measures  of  General 
Blanco  have  produced  in  the  united  States,  and  he  told  us  that  they  had  boon 
received  favorably,  as  would  be  all  tending  to  make  Icsh  sensible  the  horrors  of  the 
war.  "In  my  country,''  he  added,  "peace  is  desired.  The  last  wordH  I  heard  from 
President  McKinley  were:  *My  sincere  wish  is  that  peace  bo  not  disturbed.'" 

"Aside  from  ofiicial  circles,''  we  inquired,  ''how  aoes  the  American  people  think 
in  regard  to  autonomy,  about  to  be  established  in  Cubaf  " 

**  Outside  of  ofilcial  circles,"  he  answered,  "  not  much  is  known  about  autonomy, 
and  the  popular  classes  rarely  speak  of  it.  fiesides,  until  the  new  regime  does  not 
commence  to  act  it  can  not  be  Judged,  and  then  they  will  see  how  it  is  received  by  the 
Cubans." 

We  did  not  wish  to  occupy  any  longer  the  attention  of  the  amiable  Mr.  Lee,  and 
we  took  leave  of  him,  thanking  bim  for  the  deferences  he  has  always  shown  to  the 
Lacha. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr:  Day, 
yo.  709.]  United  States  Consul ate-General, 

Havana^  November  23^  1897. 

Sib  :  Someone  handed  me  yesterday  the  inclosed  paper,  of  which  I 
'accompany  a  trauslation,  and  which  purports  to  be  signed  by  the  insur- 
gent chief  in  command  of  the  Havana  province. 
I  am^  etc.  9 

Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- Ge7ieraL 
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[Inclosuro  No.  1,  with  Dispatch  No.  700.] 
WESTERN  MILITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

To  the  inhnhitanta  of  Cuba : 

Upon  the  initiation  of  the  winter  campaign  by  General  Blanco,  after  the  failni-e  of 
the  bloodthirsty  Weyler,  I  wish  to  remind  you  of  our  firm  resolution  to  coutiuae 
fighting  until  the  attainment  of  absolute  independence. 

Our  principles  are  well  defined.  We  wish  to  have  a  repnblio  where  all  its  inhabi- 
tants shall  eujoy  equal  rights  and  live  in  fraternity.  "We  do  not  hate  the  Spanianl. 
Our  conduct  toward  the  Spanish  wounded  and  prisoners  prove  it.  Rememi>er  "La 
Larga,"  "El  Senado,"  "Bemon  de  las  Yaguas,  '*Guaimaro^'' and  "  Victoria  de  1*8 
Tunas''  in  Oriente  and  Camaguey,  and  "Lomitas"  in  Las  Villas,  as  well  as  Vinale^ 
and  ''Ojo  de  Agua^'  in  Pinar  del  Rio.  Our  wounded  have,  nevertheless,  been  innti- 
lated,  our  prisoners  shot,  and  the  peaceful  inhabitants,  even  women  and  childreiL 
murdered  without  pity,  as  if  the  Spanish  representative,  sent  to  Cuba  by  the  unfor- 
tunate Canovas  del  Castillo,  had  proposed  to  exterminate  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country. 

Spaniards,  we  only  consider  as  enemies  those  who  combat  against  ns. 

Cubans,  do  your  duty  and  the  end  of  the  struggle  will  be  abbreviated,  and  the 
horrors  and  ruins  suffered  by  our  country  will  terminate. 

Long  live  the  Cuban  Republic ! 

November  10,  1897.  J.  M.  RoDBiGUBZ, 

Major-Oeneralf  Chief  of  the  Tf^eatem  Department. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  710.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  November  23j  1897. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  briefly  submit  a  statement  of  what  appears 
to  be  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  this  island. 

First.  The  insurgents  will  not  accept  autonomy. 

Second.  A  large  majority  of  the  Spanish  subjects  who  have  com- 
mercial and  business  interests  and  own  property  here  will  not  accept 
autonomy,  but  prefer  annexation  to  the  United  States  rather  than  an 
independent  republic  or  genuine  autonomy  under  the  Spanish  flag. 

Third.  The  Spanish  authorities  are  sincere  in  doing  all  in  their  power 
to  encourage,  protect,  and  promote  the  grinding  of  sugar.  The  grind* 
ing  season  commences  in  December. 

Fourth.  The  insurgents'  leaders  have  given  instructions  to  prevent 
grinding  wherever  it  can  be  done,  because  by  diminishing  the  export 
of  sugar  the  Spanish  Government  revenues  are  decreased.  It  will  be 
very  dilficult  for  the  Spanish  authorities  to  prevent  cane  buriiin;:, 
because  one  man  at  night  can  start  a  Are  which  will  burn  hundreds  of 
acres,  just  as  a  single  individual  could  ignite  a  prairie  by  throwing  a 
match  into  the  dry  grass. 

Fifth.  I  am  confident  that  General  Blanco,  and  Pando,  his  chief  of 
staff,  as  well  as  Dr.  Oongosto,  the  secretary  general,  with  all  of  whom 
I  have  had  conversations,  are  perfectly  conscientious  in  their  desire  to 
relieve  the  distress  of  those  suffering  firom  the  effects  of  Weyler's  recon 
centration  order,  but  unfortunately  they  have  not  the  means  to  carry 
out  such  benevolent  purposes. 

I  have  read  letters  stating  that  charitable  persons  in  the  United 
States  will  send  clothing,  food,  and  some  money  to  these  unfortunate 
people,  and  I  have  arranged  with  the  Ward  Line  of  steamers  to  provide 
free  transportation  from  New  York.  I  hope  to  secure  the  permission  ot* 
the  Spanish  authorities  here  for  such  things  to  be  entered  free  of  duty. 
I  am  told,  however,  that  they  must  come  consigned  to  the  bishop  of 
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Havana.  The  sufferings  of  the  reconcentrado  class  have  been  terrible 
beyond  description,  but  in  Havana  less  than  in  other  places  on  the 
island;  yet  Dr.  Brunner^  acting  United  States  sanitary  inspector  here, 
informed  me  this  morning  that  the  death  rate  of  the  reconcen  trades  in 
this  city  was  about  i50  per  cent  in  other  places  of  the  island,  and  when 
it  is  remembered  that  there  have  been  several  hundred  thousands  of 
tliese  uoncombatants,  or  pacificos,  mainly  women  and  children,  who  are 
concentrated  under  General  Weyler's  order,  some  idea  can  be  formed 
of  the  mortality  among  them. 

In  this  city  matters  are  assuming  better  shape.  Under  charitable 
committees  large  numbers  of  them  have  been  gathered  together  in 
bouses,  and  are  now  fed  and  cared  for  by  private  subscriptions.  I 
visited  them  yes^terday  and  found  their  condition  comparatively  good, 
and  there  will  be  a  daily  improvement  among  them,  though  the  lives 
oi  all  can  not  be  saved.  I  witnessed  many  terrible  scenes  and  saw 
some  die  while  I  was  present.  I  am  told  General  Blanco  will  give 
«1(K),000  to  the  relief  fund. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul' General. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

No.  712.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  November  ii7^  1897, 

SiK:  One  of  two  gentlemen  who  visited  the  reconcentrados  after 
they  were  concentrated  in  los  fosos  (the  ditches)  in  this  city  handed 
me  to-day  the  inclosed  paper.  The  names  of  these  two  gentlemen  are 
not  signed  to  it  for  obvious  reasons. 

I  personally  know  the  gentleman  who  brought  the  communication, 
and  know  that  he  stands  high  in  this  community  as  a  man  of  integrity 
and  character. 

The  number  of  reconcentrados  here,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  report 
already,  have  always  been  less  than  elsewhere.  1  am  able  to  say  now 
that  they  will  be  taken  care  of  and  fed  by  committees  of  charitably 
di8i)08ed  persons. 

The  ayuntaminto  (city  government)  of  Havana  has  ordered  an  addi- 
tional tax  of  5  per  cent  to  be  levied  upon  real  estate  in  this  city.  1  am 
informed  that  this  sum  has  already  reached  the  amount  of  $80,000,  and 
that  it  is  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  relief  of  the  reconcentrados. 

The  (100,000  reported  in  a  former  dispatch  as  being  given  by  the 
Governor-General,  is  in  Spanish  silver,  and  is  to  be  applied  to  the  recon- 
centrados over  the  whole  island. 

•  #  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  etc., 

Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- General. 
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[Inclosare  with  diapatob  No.  712.] 

Sir:  The  public  rumor  of  the  horrible  state  in  which  the  reconce 
trados  of  the  municipal  council  of  Havana  were  found  in  the  fo 
having  reached  us,  we  resolved  to  pay  a  visit  there,  and  we  will  rela 
to  you  what  we  saw  with  our  own  eyes: 

Four  hundred  and  sixty  women  and  children  thrown  on  the  groun 
heaped  pell-mell  as  animals,  some  in  a  dying  condition,  others  sick  an 
others  dead,  without  the  slightest  cleanliness,  nor  the  least  help,  \u 
even  to  give  water  to  the  thirsty,  with  neither  religious  or  social  hd 
each  one  dying  wherever  chance  laid  them,  and  for  .this  limited  numl 
of  reconcen trados  the  deaths  ranged  between  forty  and  fifty  dail 
giving  relatively  ten  days  of  life  for  each  person,  with  great  joy  to  t 
authorities  who  seconded  fatidically  the  politics  of  General  Weyler 
exterminate  the  Cuban  people,  for  these  unhappy  creatures  receiv- 
food  only  after  having  been  for  eight  days  in  the  Fosos,  if  during  th 
time  they  could  feed  themselves  with  the  bad  food  that  the  dyi 
refused. 

On  this  first  vi^it  we  were  present  at  the  death  of  an  old  man  whd 
died  through  thirst.  When  we  arrived  he  begged  us,  for  God's  sake,  tq 
give  him  a  drink.  We  looked  for  it  and  gave  it  to  him,  and  fifteen  niin- 
utes  afterwards  he  breathed  his  last,  not  having  had  even  a  drink  oi 
water  for  three  days  before.  Among  the  many  deaths  we  witne.ssod 
there  was  one  scene  impossible  to  forget.  There  is  still  alive  the  only 
living  witness,  a  young  girl  of  18  years,  whom  we  found  seemingly  Xife- 
less  on  the  ground;  on  her  right-hand  side  was  the  body  of  a  young 
mother,  cold  and  rigid,  but  with  her  young  child  still  alive  clinging  t<i 
her  dead  breast;  on  her  left-hand  side  was  also  the  corpse  of  a  desid 
woman  holding  her  son  in  a  dead  embrace;  a  little  farther  on  a  ]K>4)r^ 
dying  woman  having  in  her  arras  a  daughter  of  fourteen,  crazy  witl 
pain,  who  after  five  or  six  days  also  died  in  spite  of  the  care  sh< 
received. 

In  one  corner  a  poor  woman  was  dying,  surrounded  by  her  children, 
who  contemplated  her  in  silence,  without  a  lament  or  shedding  a  tt*ar 
they  themselves  being  real  specters  of  hunger,  emaciated  in  a  borribh 
manner.  This  poor  woman  augments  the  catalogue  already  lar^e  u 
the  victims  of  the  reconcen t ration  in  the  fosos. 

The  relation  of  the  pictures  of  misery  and  horror  which  we  hav< 
witnessed  would  be  never  ending  were  we  to  narrate  them  alL 

It  is  difficult  and  almost  impossible  to  express  by  writing  the  gener:! 
aspect  of  the  inmates  of  the  fosos,  because  it  is  entirely  beyond  th* 
line  of  what  civilized  humanity  is  accustomed  to  see;  therefore  no  l^^n 
guage  can  describe  it. 

The  circumstances  which  the  municipal  authorities  could  reaiiit 
there  are  the  following:  Complete  accumulation  of  bodies  dead  aiii 
alive,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  take  one  step  without  walking  ovt* 
them;  the  greatest  want  of  cleanliness,  want  of  light,  air,  and  water 
the  food  lacking  in  quality  and  quantity  what  was  necessary  to  sastai 
life,  thus  sooner  putting  an  end  to  these  already  broken-down  syBteiD^^ 
complete  absence  of  medical  assistance;  and  what  is  more  terrible  tli;i 
all,  no  consolation  whatever,  religious  or  moral. 

If  any  young  girl  came  in  any  way  nice  looking,  she  was  infallil.i 
condemned  to  the  most  abominable  of  traffics. 

At  the  sight  of  such  horrible  pictures  the  two  gentlemen  who  wen 
there  resolved  in  spite  of  the  ferocious  Weyler,  who  was  still  Captat  i  i 
General  of  the  island,  to  omit  nothing  to  remedy  a  deed  so  dishonoraVt] 
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to  humanity,  and  so  contrary  to  all  Christianity.  They  did  not  fail  to 
tind  persons  animated  with  like  sentiments,  who,  pnttiag  aside  all  fear 
««i  the  present  situatiou,  organized  a  private  committee  with  the  exclu- 
sive end  of  aiding  materially  and  morally  the  reconceutrados.  This 
neither  has  been  nor  is  at  present  an  easy  task.  The  great  number  of 
the  poor  and  scarcity  of  means  make  us  encounter  constant  conflicts. 
This  conflict  is  more  terrible  with  the  ofticial  elements  and  iu  a  special 
manner  with  the  mayor  of  the  city  and  the  civil  authorities,  who  try  by 
:ill  means  to  annihilate  this  good  work.  The  result  of  the  collections 
are  very  insignificant  if  we  bear  iu  mind  the  thousands  of  i)eople  who 
sud'er  from  the  reconcentrations;  but  it  serves  for  some  consolation  to  see 
that  in  Havana  some  159  children  and  84  women  are  well  cared  for  in 
the  asylum  erected  in  Cadiz  street,  No.  82,  and  93  women  and  children 
are  equally  well  located  in  a  large  saloon  erected  for  them  in  the  second 
st4iry  of  the  fosos,  with  good  food  and  proper  medical  assistance,  as 
also  everything  indispensable  to  civilized  life. 

According  to  the  information  which  we  have  been  able  to  acquire 
since  August  until  the  present  day,  1,700  persons  have  entered  the 
Fosos  proceeding  from  Jaruco,  OamiK)  Florido,  Guanabo,  and  Tapaste, 
in  the  province  of  Havana.  Of  these,  only  243  are  living  now  and  are 
to  be  found  in  Cadiz  street— ^2  in  the  saloon  already  mentioned  and  Gl 
in  the  Qninta  del  Hey  and  the  Hospital  Mercedes,  the  whole  amounting 
to  about  397,  and  of  these  a  great  many  will  die  on  ac(;ount  of  the  great 
safierin^s  and  hunger  they  have  gone  through. 

From  all  this  we  deduct  that  the  number  of  deaths  among  the  recon- 
ceT'trados  has  amounted  to  77  per  cent. 


Mr.  Lee  t/>  Mr.  Day. 

No.  717.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  December  S^  li>97. 

Sib  :  Keferring  to  my  cipher  telegram  of  the  Ist  instant,  which  I  beg 
Vi  confirm,  reading  as  follows: 

A-hisTAirr  Secret ABY  of  State,  etc. : 

Inform  the  Department  that  bo  has  learued  from  the  United  States  consal  at 
Matun7.a«  of  an  eztenMive  and  dangerouH  conspiracy,  under  the  ex-governor  of  tbe 
province,  directed  against  Americans^  action  against  them  to  be  contingent  apun 
movt-ment  of  tbe  United  States  Government  in  favor  of  independence  to  Cuba. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  rumors  have  been  more  or  less  fre- 
(luent  regarding  the  riotous  intentions  of  some  of  the  dissatisfied  ele- 
ments toward  citizens  of  the  United  States  dwelling  here  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  island.  Any  riotous  demonstrations  here  must  come  from 
tbe  Spanish  noncombatants  or  from  the  volunteer  forces.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  danger  from  the  former,  many  of  whom  seem  to  be 
ill  favor  of  annexation,  rather  than  for  real  autonomy  or  for  an  inde- 
pendent Cuban  Kepnblic.  And  I  am  inclined  to  think  if  General  Blanco 
can  manage  the  volunteers  as  yesterday  he  said  he  could,  the  trouble 
fn»ni  that  source  is  diminishing.  The  origin  of  the  mobs  in  this  city 
in  the  past  has  always  been  located  in  the  ranks  of  the  volunteers,  who 
alone  have  organization  and  arms. 

The  CJovernor  and  Captain-General  is  now  investigating  the  Matauzas 
nimora  and  will,  I  am  sure,  deal  promptly  with  any  conspirators  found 
there. 
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The  Weyler  police  have  all  been  changed  and  the  officers  of  tlie  vol- 
unteers, too,  when  the  Government  here  has  reason  to  donbt  their  loy* 
alty. 

In  consequence  of  all  this,  and  the  assurances  of  the  governmental 
authorities  that  American  life  and  x^roperty  will,  if  necessary,  be  pri»- 
tected  by  them  at  a  moment's  notice,  I  have  declined  to  make  an  appli- 
cation for  the  presence  of  one  or  more  war  ships  in  this  harbor,  and 
have  advised  those  of  our  people  who  have  wives  and  children  here  llo^ 
to  send  them  away,  at  least  for  the  present,  btx^use  such  proceeding's, 
would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  justifiable  at  this  time,  from  the  staml 
point  of  personal  security. 

I  still  think  that  two  war  ships  at  least  should  be  at  Key  West,  jjre- 
pared  to  move  here  at  short  notice,  and  that  more  of  them  shoaM  1»*4 
sent  to  Dry  Tortugas,  and  a  coal  station  be  established  there.  SucU 
proceedings  would  seem  to  be  in  line  with  that  prudence  and  foresigbt 
necessary  to  afford  safety  to  the  Americans  residing  on  the  island,  and 
to  their  properties,  both  of  which,  I  have  every  reason  to  know,  are 
objects  of  the  greatest  concern  to  our  Government. 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHuort  Lee, 

Consul' General, 


Mr.  hee  io  Mr.  Day. 

Ko.  718.]  United  States  Oonsulate-Geneeal, 

Havana^  December  5,  18U7. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  representative  of  a  Madrid 
paper  here  says  that: 

Canalejas  has  said,  upon  his  retnm  from  the  Viiolta  Ahajo,  or  Pinar  del  Ki*- 
province,  after  the  recent  combat  there  between  the  Spanish  generals  Bernal  ami 
Hernandez  de  Valasco,  in  command  of  2,300  men.  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  aiii\ 
Cnban  forces  under  Pedro  Diaz,  that  although  tue  Spanish  troops  have  cUsplavf  «i 
once  more  their  usual  valor  in  the  said  fight,  and  the  enemy  must  have  sutl'ercil 
heavy  losses,  yet  the  province  of  Pinar  del  Kio  is  not  pacified,  and  that  there  an 
numerous  rebel  forces  still  there.    That  out  of  about  14,000  Spanish  regular  tn)<>iN> 
in  that  province,  only  about  3,000  or  4,000  are  able  to  operate,  the  balance  \wiui 
sick  at  the  hospitalb.   garrisoning  towns,   and  otherwise    distributed.     That  he 
believes  autonomy  premature,  and  inclines  himself  to  the  adoption  of  onrrgeti< 
military  action  for  the  purpose  of  linally  pacifying  said  province.    That  he  doe«4  n»»i 
believe  in  altering  facts  and  news.    That  the  truth,  no  matter  how  painful  and 
bitter  it  may  be,  must  be  known  in  the  peninsula,  where  public  opinion  and  V.w 
press  has  been  deceived  regardi^ig  the  annihilation  of  the  war  and  the  Ko-ralh'd 
pacification  of  the  western  provinces,  among  which  that  pf  Pinar  del  Rio  has  bceo 
included. 

The  Lucha  to-day  publishes  that  Canalejas  has  said  ^Hhat  the 
economie  condition  of  the  Pinar  del  Rio  province  is  deplorable,  then 
being  40,000  reconcentrados  absolutely  destitute,  15,000  of  which  int 
children,  most  of  whom  are  orphans:  that  they  are  unequally  distrih 
uted  throughout  the  different  towns  in  the  province,  there  being  onl} 
400  at  the  capital,  city  of  Pinar  del  Rio,  while  in  small  towns  like  Con 
solacioa  and  Candelaria  there  are  over  4,000.  The  municipalitieft  cai 
not  incur  any  expense,  because  the  taxes  can  not  be  collected,  becauH 
most  of  the  taxpayers,  if  not  all,  have  been  mined  by  the  war/ 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Consul-General. 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

Xo.723.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana  J  December  7,  1S97, 
Sir: 

(The  consul-general  informs  tLe  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  that 
measures  for  the  relief  of  the  reconceutrados  are  not  sufficiently  ener- 
;'etic  to  be  effective,  and  that  he  is  advised  by  the  Governor-General 
that  authority  to  admit  articles  of  food  and  clothing  from  the  United 
States  to  Cuban  ports  free  of  duty  rested  with  the  authorities  at 
Madrid.) 

1  see  no  effects  of  the  governmental  distribution  to  the  reconceu- 
trados. I  am  informed  that  only  $12,500,  in  Spanish  silver,  had  been 
dedicated  to  the  Havana  province  out  of  the  $100,000  said  to  have 
Ijeen  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  them  on  the  island,  and  that 
repoits  from  all  parts  of  the  province  show  that  50  per  cent  have 
already  died  and  that  many  of  those  left  will  die.  Most  of  these  are 
women  and  children.  I  do  not  believe  the  Government  here  is  really 
able  to  relieve  the  distress  and  sufferings  of  these  people. 

I  am  informed  an  order  has  been  issued  in  some  parts  of  the  island 
siKsj)ending  the  distribution  of  rations  to  reconceutrados.  *  *  *  The 
ct)udition  of  these  people  is  simply  terrible. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  official  copy  of  the  comparative  mortality  in 
flavana  for  the  six  months  ending  November  30.  It  will  be  perceived 
that  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  death  rate,  and  without 
aderjuate  means  in  the  future  to  prevent  it  the  mortality  will  increase. 
1  hear  of  much  suffering  in  the  Spanish  hospitals  for  want  of  food  and 
among  the  Spanish  soldiers.  *  #  *  j  hear,  also,  that  the  Spanish 
Ji.erchants  in  some  parts  of  the  island  are  placing  their  establishments 
111  the  names  of  foreigners  in  order  to  avoid  their  provisions  being  pur- 
ehased  on  credit  by  the  military  administration,  and  that  the  Spanish 
army  is  suffering  much  from  sickness  and  famine,  and  that  a  great 
deal  of  money  is  needed  at  once  to  relieve  their  condition.  In  some 
I»arts  of  the  island,  I  am  told,  there  is  scarcely  any  food  for  soldiers  or 
<  itizeiis,  and  that  even  cats  are  used  for  food  purposes,  selling  at  30 
tents  apiece. 

It  is  a  fair  inference  therefore  to  draw  from  the  existing  conditions, 
rhat  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Governor- General  of  this  island  to  relieve 
the  i)resent  situation  with  the  means  at  his  disposal.    *    *    • 
I  am,  etc., 

Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul' General, 


[Confidential.] 

Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

^0.  726.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  December  13,  1897,    (Received  December  18.) 

>iR:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

♦  •  •  •    '  #  *  « 

The  contest  for  and  against  autonomy  is  most  unequal.  For  it^ 
tf^t^re  are  five  or  six  of  the  head  officers  at  the  palace,  and  twenty  or 
thirty  other  persons  here  in  the  city. 
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Against  it,  first,  are  the  insurgents,  with  or  without  arms,  and  the 
Cuban  noncombatants;  second,  the  great  mass  of  the  Spaniards,  bear- 
ing or  nonbearing  arms — the  latter  desiring,  if  there  must  be  a  change, 
annexation  to  the  United  States. 

Indeed,  there  is  the  greatest  apathy  concerning  autonomy  in  any 
form.    No  one  asks  what  it  will  be,  or  when,  or  how  it  will  come. 

I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  even  put  into  operation  by  force,  because, 
as  long  as  the  insurgents  decline  to  accept  it,  so  long,  the  Spanish 
authorities  say,  the  war  must  continue. 

•  •••••* 

I  am  obliged  to  say,  too,  that  *  •  •  the  Government  of  this  island 
has  not  been  able  to  relieve  from  starvation  the  Cuban  population 
driven  from  their  homes  by  the  Weyler  edict,  anil  no  longer  attempts 
to  do  HO. 

I  am,  etc.,  Eitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- GetieraL 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

No.  727. 1  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  December  14^  1897. 

SiB:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received  information 
that  in  the  province  of  Havana  reports  show  that  there  have  been 
101,000  "  reconceu trades,"  and  that  out  of  that  52,000  have  died.  Ot 
the  said  101,000,  32,000  were  children.  This  excludes  the  city  of 
Havana  and  seven  other  towns  from  which  reports  have  not  yet  been 
made  uj).  It  is  thought  that  the  total  number  of  reconcentrados  in 
Havana  province  will  amount  to  150,000,  nearly  all  women  and  children, 
and  that  the  death  rate  among  their  whole  number  from  starvation 
alone  will  be  over  50  per  cent. 

For  the  above  number  of  reconcentrados  $12,500,  Spanish  silver,  waq 
set  aside  out  of  the  $100,000  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
all  the  reconcentrados  on  the  island.  Seventy-five  thousand  of  the 
160,000  may  be  still  living,  so  if  every  dollar  appropriated  of  the  $12,5(K] 
reaches  them  the  distribution  will  average  about  17  cents  to  a  person^ 
which,  of  course,  will  be  rapidly  exhausted,  and  as  I  can  hear  of  mi 
ftirther  succor  being  afforded,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  what  little  prac 
tical  relief  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  those  poor  people. 
I  am,  etc., 

Fitzhugh  Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  732.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  December  28^  1897. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  been  informed  by  tlu 
authorities  here  that  they  are  now  engaged  in  forming  an  autonomisti^ 
cabinet  and  arranging  for  the  members  to  take  the  required  oath  oi 
the  1st  January  next,  and  also  for  an  election  to  take  place  thirty 
days  thereafter. 
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My  present  iuformation  is  that  most  of  the  Spaniards  will  refrain 
from  voting,  and  nearly  all  of  the  Cubans. 

The  feeling  in  Havana,  and  I  hear  in  other  parts  of  the  island,  is 
strong  against  it — the  Cubans  desiring  an  independent  republic  and 
tli4'  Spaniards  preferring  annexation  to  the  United  States  rather  than 
autonomy.  On  the  night  of  the  24th  instant  there  seems  to  have  been 
a  concerted  plan  over  the  island  to  testify  the  disapprobation  of  the 
l)e4»ple  to  the  proposed  autouomistic  plans  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

It  culminated  in  this  city  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
in  Hie  principal  square  of  Havana,  where  a  mob  assembled  with  cries 
of  *'  Death  to  autonomy !"  and  to  General  Blanco,  and  shouting  "  Yiva 
Weyler!^  These  men  came  to  the  square  with  stones  in  their  pockets, 
and  ^ome  of  them  armed  with  weapons. 

They  made  a  demonstration,  too,  against  the  ofiQce  of  the  Diario  de 
la  Marina,  a  paper  published  in  this  town  favoring  autonomy,  but  were 
dispersed  by  the  military  police  and  soldiers. 

1  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  T.*^.]  United  States  OonsulatbGeneral, 

Havana^  December  28^  1897. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  tele- 
grams: 

Washington,  December  24. 
LcKy  Con^uUGeneralf  Havana : 

The  following  was  given  to  the  pabliCi  in  pursuance  of  an  arrangement  this  clay 
inade  with  the  Spanish  minister  to  that  eifect :  "By  direction  of  the  President^  the 
public  is  informed  that  in  deference  to  the  earnest  desire  of  the  GoYernment  to  con- 
tribute by  effective  action  toward  the  relief  of  the  suffering  people  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  arrangements  have  been  perfected,  by  which  charitable  contributions  in 
money  or  kind  can  be  sent  to  the  island  by  the  benevolently  disposed  people  of  the 
ITaited  States.  Money,  provisions,  clothing,  medicines,  and  the  like  articles  of  prime 
niM^^'Msity  can  be  forwarded  to  General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  the  consul-general  of  the 
I'd i ted  States  at  Havana,  and  aU  articles  now  dutiable  by  law  so  consigned  will  be 
admitted  into  Cuba  free  of  duty. 

Tho  consul-general  has  been  instructed  to  cooperate  with  the  local  authorities 
and  the  charitable  boards  for  the  distribution  of  such  relief  among  the  destitute 
and  needy  people  of  Cuba.  The  President  is  confident  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  on  many  occasions  in  the  past  responded  most  generously  to  the 
rry  for  bread  from  people  stricken  by  famine  or  sore  calamity,  and  who  have  beheld 
DO  less  generous  action  on  the  part  of  foreign  communities,  when  their  own  country- 
men have  suffered  from  fire  and  flood,  will  heed  the  appeal  for  aid  that  comes  from 
the  destitnte  at  their  threshold,  and  especially  at  this  season  of  good  will  and 
n?;oicing,  give  of  their  abundance  to  this  humane  end. — John  Sherman/^  Please 
cooperate  with  the  looal  authorities  to  this  end. 

Day. 


Washington,  December  27, 
Lkp.,  ConMul-General,  Havana: 

\V\Te  immediately  character  of  supplies  most  needed  for  Cuban  relief     Will 
moDf  y  be  of  more  service  than  food,  clothing,  etc.  ? 

Day. 
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I  have  also  the  honor  to  conflrm  the  following  telegram : 

Havana,  December:*?, 
Asai.sTAiTT  Secretary  of  State,  Washington: 

Snmnier  clothing,  second-hand  or  otherwise,  principally  for  small  women  :md 
children.  Medicines  for  fevers,  a  large  proportion  being  quinine.  Hard  bread,  corni 
meal,  rice,  lard,  potatoes,  beans,  pease,  salt  fish,  principally  codfish,  any  canDedl 
goods,  and  especially  lar^^e  quantities  of  condensed  milk,  as  many  persons  at  first  are 
too  feeble  for  other  nourishment.  Money  will  be  useful,  too,  to  secure  shelter  and  for 
nnrses,  attendants,  and  many  other  purposes.  Think  50  per  cent  of  the  rural  popu- 
lation have  already  died  from  starvation,  the  greater  number  being  old  men,  woiuen,, 
and  children. 

Lee. 

I  am^  sir,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Gonsul'Oeiieral. 


I  Telegram.] 


Havana,  January  5,  1898. 

The  consul-general  informs  the  Department  that  the  Government  o\ 
Cuba  is  not  giving  money  in  lieu  of  rations  to  starving  people  of  the 
island. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  738.]  United  States  Oonsulate-Generai., 

Havana  J  January  5,  1898, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  ciphe^ 
teh'gram : 

Washiwgtox,  December  SI. 
h^n,  Con$ul' General,  Havana : 

Your  suggestions  are  most  timely.  Arrangements  are  in  progress  to  organize  Ke<l 
CroBs  receiving  and  forwarding  bureau  in  New  York  and  later  probably  receiving 
bureau  in  Havana^  under  your  direction,  with  Red  Cross  agents  to  do  detail  work 

Adkb. 
And  to  confirm  the  following  telegram: 

Havana,  January  l. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington : 

To  list  add  blankets  and  flour.  Lke. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Consul  Genera  I. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  742.]  United  States  Oonsulate-Genbral,, 

Havana,  January  5,  189S. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  as  a  matter  of  public  interest,  tlui 
the  "reconcentrado  order"  of  General  Weyler,  formerly  Governor 
General  of  this  island,  transferred  about  400,000  self  supporting  people 
principally  women  and  children,  into  a  multitude,  to  be  sustained  b] 
the  contriJi>utions  of  others  or  die  of  starvation  or  of  fevers,  resulting 
from  a  low  physical  condition,  and  being  massed  in  large  bodies,  withoii 
change  of  clothing  and  without  food. 
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Their  houses  were  burned,  their  fields  and  plant  beds  destroyed,  and 
their  live  stock  driven  away  or  killed. 

I  estimate  that  probably  200,000  of  the  rural  population  in  the  prov- 
inces of  Pinar  del  Bio,  Havana,  Matanzas,  and  Santa  Clara  have  died 
of  starvation  or  from  resultant  causes,  and  the  deaths  of  whole  families 
almost  simultaneously  or  within  a  few  days  of  each  other,  and  of  mothers 
praying  for  their  children  to  be  relieved  of  their  horrible  sufferings  by 
death,  are  not  the  least  of  the  many  pitiable  scenes  which  were  ever 
present.  In  the  provinces  of  Puerto  Principe  and  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
where  the  '^reconcentrado  order"  could  not  be  enforced,  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  are  self-sustaining. 

A  daily  average  of  10  cents'  worth  of  food  to  200,000  people  would  be 
an  expenditure  of  $20,000  per  day,  and  of  course  the  most  humane 
efforts  upon  the  part  of  our  citizens  can  not  hope  to  accomplish  such  a 
gigantic  relief,  and  a  great  x>ortion  of  these  people  will  have  to  be 
abandoned  to  their  fate. 

I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

1^0.  744.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  Jantuiry  13 j  1898.  ' 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  translation  of  an  editorial  pub- 
lished in  the  Diario  de  la  Marina  of  to-day. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee. 


[TraiMlation.— From  the  Diario  de  la  Marina,  of  Havana,  January  13, 1898.] 

Perdonaloa,  Senor.  *  *  •  (Forgive  them,  for  they  do  not  know  what  they  are 
doing). 

They  came  against  the  Diario. 

They  cried  oat  against  it. 

They  stoned  it. 

And  the  separatists  looked  on  with  joy. 

And  the  laharantta  (ahettors  of  therehellion),  of  aU  weU  known,  coald  not  restrain 
their  rejoicing. 

It  was  natural;  what  a  great  victory  for  them ! 

\Vliat  was  not  aocomplisned  hy  Maceo,  nor  Qaintin  Banderas,  nor  Maximo  Gomez, 
was  accomplished  yesterday  hy  an  nnconscions  moh;  carrying  disorder,  carrying 
riot,  carrying  anarchy  into  the  heart  of  Havana. 

And  the  foreign  consols  witnessed  the  shameful  spectacle  from  thehalconiesof  the 
Hotel  luglaterra ! 

What  shame! 

Down  with  the  Diario  de  la  Marina!  Death  to  the  Diario  de  la  Marina!  And 
l^faximo  Gomez  alive !  And  Calixto  Garcia  alive !  And  the  assassins  of  the  martyr 
Kuiz  also  alive! 

Poor  Spain ! 

What  a  di£ferenoe  hetween  yesterday  and  to-day:  Yesterday,  vonr  sons,  liherals 
and  reactionaries,  fell  in  the  streets  of  Madrid,  fighting  together  the  common  enemy, 
against  the  oppressors  of  Europe,  against  the  invmcihle  hosts  of  the  great  Napoleon. 
To-day  the  hravery  and  the  patriotism  and  the  heroism  consist  in  shouting,  in  out- 
raging;, and  in  knifing,  if  possible,, defenseless  journalists,  against  whom  the  action 
of  the  laws  of  the  State  and  in  the  last  extreme,  the  laws  of  honor,  are  sufficient  in 
aoy  civilized  country. 

But  what  pains  us  the  most  is  not  this;  what  our  hearts  lament  at  present  is  not 
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the  sentiment  of  the  honorable  profession  outraged;  no.  It  is  the  Spanish  senti- 
ment; it  is  the  patriotism  which  boils  in  our  veins  with  more  heat;  with  a  hundred 

times  more  enthusiasm  than  in  that  of  those braves,  that  in  a  mob,  and  in  an 

anonymous  manner,  have  pretended  to  offend  us,  without  understanding,  unfortu- 
nates, that  what  they  have  trampled  on,  that  what  they  have  dragged  through  the 
mud,  has  been  the  migesty  of  the  law,  the  principle  of  authority,  and  the  honor  of 
the  country. 

What  will  say  the  representatives  of  foreig^n  powers  who  witnessed  the  shameful 
spectacle  of  yesterday  T  What  effect  will  this  great  scandal  cause  in  the  United 
States,  where  they  watch  our  discords,  where  they  await  our  errors,  where  tbey 
count  on  our  folly  to  take  possession  of  the  apple  which  they  have  been  waiting  for 
one  hundred  years  to  ripen  and  thereby  fall  in  their  hands  f 

This,  this  is  what  pains  us ;  this,  this  is  what  shames  us ;  this,  this  is  what  frightens 
us,  and  not  the  personal  danger  which  we  may  risk ;  if  with  our  blood  and  with  the 
sacrifice  of  our  lives  we  could  avoid  the  consequences  that  for  our  beloved  country 
we  foresee  and  feel  as  a  fatal  result  of  the  sad  spectacle  which  happened  in  the  streets 
of  Havana  yesterday,  the  shedding  of  our  blood  and  the  saorince  of  our  blood  w^ 
would  consider  as  well  employed. 

"This  is  the  greatest  victory  which  up  to  the  present  has  been  gained  for  the  inde^ 
pendence  of  Cuba  by  Maximo  Gomez,"  was  said  to  us  by  an  invalid  chief  of  the  army, 
a  veteran  in  the  past  insurrection  and  of  the  African  war,  who  came  to  the  Diane 
de  la  Marina  as  soon  as  he  received  notice  of  the  uprising. 

Yes,  a  victory  for  Maximo  Gomez  and  a  dav  of  rejoicing  for  the  enemies  of  Spain^ 
This  is  what  signifies,  before  all  and  above  all,  the  seditions  tumult  of  yesterday. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  746.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana^  January  13^  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  some  statistics  sent  mi 
about  the  mortality  in  the  town  of  Santa  Clara,  the  capital  of  Sant£ 
Clara  province,  situated  about  33  miles  south  of  Sagua,  which  number^ 
some  14,000  inhabitants.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  were  5,4s<^ 
deaths  in  that  town  in  the  seven  years  previous  to  1897,  which  inclade< 
1,417  in  one  year,  from  an  epidemic  of  yellow  fever,  while  in  1897 
owing  to  the  concentration  order,  there  were  6,981;  the  concentratioi 
order  went  into  effect  in  February. 

In  that  year,  1897,  the  month's  death  rate  for  January  was  78,  but  ii 
February,  the  first  month  of  reconcentration,  there  were  114,  and  therl 
has  been  a  gradual  increase  since,  as  you  will  see,  until  in  Decembei 
1897,  the  number  of  deaths  was  1,011.  I  refer  to  this  as  a  specimen  o 
the  mortality  on  this  island  in  consequence  of  the  "reoonoentradi 
order"  of  the  late  Captain  and  Governor  General,  Weyler. 
I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Oonsul-OeneraL 


[Xnoloanre  In  No.  746.] 
STATISTICS  OF  DEATH  RATE  IN  SANTA  CLARA. 

(A  town  of  14,000  inhabitantfl.} 


1890 578 

1891 720 

1892 596 

1893 619 

1894 687 

1895 «79 


1896    (epidemic    of   yellow   fever 
among  anny  and  Cubane) 1,  4  ] 


1897  (no  epidemic) 6,  9j 


(1|492  more  than  In  seven  previous  yeara.^ 
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Concef^iraiion  order  in  February,  1897 — Manihljf  death  rate. 


Jianary 78 

Febrnftry  (concentration) 114 

March 333 

April 524 

May 539 

June 531 

July 655 


Angnat 645 

September 6S0 

October 884 

November..... 1,037 

December 1,  Oil 

ToUl 6,981 


Sample  month,  December,  1897. 


Xiimber  of  <  Number  of 
deaths,     i   patlento. 


CirilHonyital 

Military  Hospital.... 
ttts  Laxams  &oa|iitttl 
Buried  in  poor  carta . . 

Baried  by  ftn&fly 

Pritoii. 


>*«•«•« 


143, 
23 

2 
228   . 
653    . 

2  I. 


170 

700 

10 


Total 


Ml 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 


Xo.  747.] 


United  States  Oonsulate-Oenebal, 

Havanaj  January  15 j  1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  confirm  the  following  cipher  telegram  to  yon : 

Havana,  January  IS, 

Spanish  officers  with  a  mob  at  their  heels  make  an  attack  upon  four  autonomist 
newspai>erB.    The  rioting  continued  until  1  p.  m. 

Havana,  January  12. 

Apprehend  serioos  disturbanoee  as  consequence  of  intense  preyailing  excitement. 
Antiaatonomists  began  trouble,  confining  their  attacks  to  autonomists.  Rioting 
ceasedy  bnt  many  rumors,    Consulate>general  and  palace  heavily  guarded. 

Havana,  January  IS, 

ReporiB  condition  of  affairs  quiet.  City  under  guard.  Mobs  yesterdav  cried, 
Death  to  autonomy  and  Blanco,  and  long  live  We^ler.  The  conflict  is  between 
^anifih  factions.  Some  of  the  rioters  proposed  going  to  United  States  consulate. 
Shipa  not  needed  now,  but  may  be  later. 

Havana,  Jannary  IS. 

Spanish  officers  and  mob  attacked  three  newspaper  offices,  not  four  (as  reported 
yeeterday).  Soldiers  Joined  the  mob  when  sent  to  defend  the  newspapers,  and  out- 
ride the  palace  shouted  death  to  Blanco  and  autonomy.  If  Americans  are  in  danger 
ships  should  be  ready  to  move  promptly  for  Havana.  Uncertainty  and  excitement 
widespread* 

Havana,  January  14, 

A  few  casualties.  Disorder  last  night  and  this  morning  and  crowds  shouting  death 
to  Blanco  and  autonomy.    Fears  nouiing  very  grave  at  present. 


Havana. 
Havana,  January  16, 


(Koon.    All  quiet.) 
Quiet  prevails. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following 
cipher  telegram,  received  yesterday  from  yon: 

Washington,  January  U, 
Lxx,  ConeuUGeneral,  ffavana: 

(lustmcts  him  to  maintain  frequent  communication  with  United  States  squadron 
m  Key  West  as  to  state  of  affairs  at  Havana.  He  should  also  frequently  advise  the 
Depikrtment  of  the  situation.) 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee. 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

[Confidential.] 

No.  749.]  United  States  Consulate-Geneeai,, 

Havana^  January  18y  1698.    (Beceived  January  22.) 

Sib  :  The  recent  disorders  in  this  city  are  to  be  primarily  attributed 
to  a  gronp  of  Spanish  officers  who  were  incensed  at  articles  appearing 
in  three  of  the  newspapers  of  Havana,  El  Beconcentrado,  La  Discasiou, 
and  El  Diario  de  la  Marina.  The  first  was  very  pronounced  against 
General  Weyler  and  his  methods,  the  Discusion  had  been  suppressed 
by  Weyler,  but  its  publication  was  permitted  to  be  resumed  by  Blanco, 
and  the  last  had  been  an  ultra  Spanish  organ,  but  had  been  converted 
by  the  present  authorities  to  autonomy. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Spanish  officers  were  first  provoked  by  the 
denunciations  of  Weyler  in  the  columns  of  one  of  these  papers  and 
determined  to  stop  it,  and  afterwards,  being  supported  by  the  mob, 
turned  the  demonstration  into  an  antiautonomistic  affair. 

•  #••••• 

I  send  to-day  an  analysis  of  the  autonomistic  plan.  The  intense  oppo- 
sition to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
the  first  apx>ointment  of  officers  to  put  into  form  its  provisions  were 
made  generally  outside  of  their  party  in  order  to  show  the  Cubans  in 
arms  that  autonomy  was  instituted  for  their  benefit  and  protection. 

•  •••••  • 

The  intelligent  Spaniards  •  •  •  see  no  prosperity  in  the  future^ 
but  rather  other  wars  and  more  confudion  in  the  same  old  attempts  to 
make  the  waters  of  commerce  flow  in  unnatural  channels.  The  lower 
Spanish  classes  have  nothing  in  mind  when  autonomy  is  mentioned 
except  Cuban  local  rule;  hence  their  opposition. 

•  •••#•• 

I  am,  etc., 

FlTZHUaH  Leb, 

Consul-  General. 

P.  S. — The  paper  referred  to  will  go  by  the  next  steamer. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

. 

No.  754.]  CTnited  States  Oonsulate-Genebal, 

Havana^  January  21^  1898.    (Beceived  January  25.) 

Sib: 

•  •  ^     •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  document  containing  <<  Obsei^ 
vations  regarding  the  decree  which  established  on  the  Island  of  Oubj 
the  autonomic  regime,"  and  two  copies  of  the  Havana  G«usette  contain 
ing  the  decree  referred  to. 

I  am,  etc,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- General. 


[Inoloaore  No.  I,  with  diapfttoh  No.  754.    TranBlation.] 

OBSBBVATIONS    USQARDINa    THB    DECREE  WHICH    K8TABUSHBS  ON    THX  IBUOrO    O 

CUBA  THB  AUTONOMIC  REGIME. 

1.  Article  8  grants  to  the  inBolar  chambers,  together  with  the  Govemor-Qeaetm] 
the  power  to  legislate  regarding  colonial  affairs  "in  the  form  and  terms  deaig&Atei 
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by  Uw/'  What  lawf  Those  decreed  by  the  Cortes  at  Madrid  f  It  appears  so. 
because  the  provisioiLs  of  a  general  character  emanating  from  tbe  said  Cortes  shall 
receive  the  name  of  laws,  Trhile  the  colonial  legislative  provisions  shall  be  called 
Btfttutes.  And  if  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom  is  the  one  to  fix  the  form  and  terms  of 
the  colonial  resolntions,  it  has  a  powerral  arm  in  its  hands  and  can  annul  the  action 
of  the  insular  chambers. 

2.  The  insular  representation  is  composed  of  two  bodieS;  with  the  same  authority^ 
tbe  chamber  of  representatives  and  the  council  of  administration.  Article  4  pro- 
vides that  the  chsunber  is  formed  by  popular  election;  but  that  concession,  which 
at  first  seems  extensive,  when  examined  in  its  relations  with  the  other  powers  given 
to  tbe  insular  representation,  is  practically  deficient.  No  colonial  resolation  can  be 
in  force  unless  it  has  been  approved  by  the  chamber  and  the  council.  The  council,  as 
we  shall  see  later,  from  the  nature  of  its  composition,  will  be  controlled  by  the  6t)v- 
emment  in  such  a  manner  that  the  representatives  of  the  ][>eople  to  the  chamber  will 
always  find  themselves  in  the  power  of  the  Government  in  some  way.  They  will  not 
be  able  to  do  anything,  because  if  the  council  does  not  approve,  or  should  modify 
tbe  decision  of  the  other  house — the  chamber — the  latters  decisions  will  have  no 
effect.    The  veto  granted  by  article  43  will  not  be  reouired. 

3.  The  council  of  administration  is  composed  of  25  members;  17  are  appointed 
directly  by  the  Government;  the  remaining  18  are  elected  by  popular  vote.  To  be 
elected  a  member  of  said  council  it  is  necessaryto  be  a  Spaniard  (Spanish  subject), 
35  yean  of  age,  and  possessing  an  income  of  $4,000  for  two  years  previous  to  election. 
Tbe  formation  of  the  council  will  be  therefore  controlled  by  the  Government,  because 
tbe  Government  will  appoint  unconditionally  the  17  members,  and  it  will  be  very 
easy  for  the  Government  to  find  one  or  more  votes  among  those  owing  their  election 
to  the  people,  the  more  so  as  the  conditions  required  to  be  a  councilor  are  favorable 
to  those  near  the  Government.  In  order  to  pass  any  measure  the  presence  of  a 
majori^  of  those  composing  this  legislative  body  is  required.  It  will  be  very  diffl- 
cuit  to  nave  all  the  18  members  elected  by  the  people  vote  as  a  unit,  and  the  absence 
of  one  or  tw3  will  be  sufficient  to  give  the  governmental  members  control  of  the  body, 
or  the  vote  be  a  tie. 

If  the  members  elected  should  stand  together  on  any  measure  objectionable  to  the 
Government,  they  could  be  sent  to  their  homes  by  the  Governor-General,  and  he  can 
iustmet  or  direct  the  election  of  others  more  accommodating.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  membem  by  governmental  appointment  can  not  be  removed — ^their  offices  or 
positions  cease  with  their  lives.  The  Governor-General  can  not  remove  them.  And 
tu  this  end  they  will  be  carefully  selected  as  faithful  instruments  of  the  Government, 
in  whose  hands  the  whole  autonomistic  machine  will  be  placed.  It  is  known  that  in 
Canada  all  senators  are  appointed  by  the  Government;  but  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  Governor-General  appoints  them,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  its  coun- 
edors  or  ministers,  and  that  these  counselors  are  elected  by  the  parliament,  and 
tlie  parliament  by  the  people,  the  result  is,  that  in  Canada  the  senators  are  repre- 
Biutatives  of  the  people,  while  here  in  Cuba  the  Government  can  control  them. 

4.  As  if  tbe  authority  to  veto  was  not  sufficient  (art.  43)  and  the  power  did  not 
t'xist  to  suspend,  close  the  sessions,  and  adjourn  both  bodies,  or  either  of  them,  by 
the  decree  of  the  Governor-General,  article  30  grants  more  authority  or  power  to 
present  [prevent  fl  or  annul  the  freedom  or  liberty  of  the  discussions  of  the  colo- 
Aial  parliament,  when,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  Governor- General,  the  national  interests 
will  be  afiectad  by  a  colonial  statute.  The  bill  in  question  can  not  even  be  discussed 
unless  previously  authorized,  by  the  central  government,  and  it  is  a  limitation  or 
restriction  which  has  no  precedent  in  anv  known  autonomistic  legislation.  It  is 
i  nip  roper  because  the  restriction  arises  before  the  debates  show  the  character  of  the 
measure  to  be  discussed.  It  reveals,  besides,  a  mistrust  or  want  of  confidence  of  the 
mere  discussion  of  the  subject. 

A  Governor-General  may  decree  that  all  bills  or  colonial  statutes  may  bo,  in  his 
ojiinion,  contrary  to  the  national  interest,  and  that  nothing  should  be  discussed  in 
tiif^  local  legislative  bodies  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  Madrid  Government. 
All  trnsranties  are  for  the  Madrid  power;  there  are  none  for  the  colony,  except  the 
oni*  named  in  article  43,  which  fixes  the  limit  within  which  the  Madrid  Government 
bv<  to  decide  regarding  the  right  of  a  veto  which  a  colonial  statute  may  have 
rt^-eived  from  the  Governor-General. 

~>.  Article  36  grants  exclusive  power  to  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom  to  determine 
rnt-  expenses  of  sovereignty  which  the  colony  has  to  pay  and  the  necessary  receipts 
t  •  cover  them,  for  the  Uortes  can  alter  them  at  pleasure.  Therefore  the  colony  has 
T.*-  direct  vote  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importance.  It  may  be  f^aid  that  she  is 
ai.uwed  to  appoint  her  deputies  to  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom,  and  that  through 
tbfim  the  colony  can  be  heard.  But  the  colony's  voice  will  be  lost,  because  their 
^  .iul»er  would  be  insignificant  before  the  remaining  deputies  of  the  nation.  And  it 
n«wr  happen  that  the  expenses  of  sovereignty,  put  by  the  Cortes  on  the  colony, 
^t>4orb  aU  of  its  reoeipts,  because  neither  of  tne  two  houses  (chambers)  can  delib- 
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erate  regarding  the  colonial  budget  without  having  first  voted  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  sovaieiffntv. 

6.  Article  37  speaks  of  treaties  of  commerce  which  may  affect  Cuba,  and  states 
that  the  Madrid  Government  shall  make  them,  aided  by  the  delegates  of  the  colonial 

Sovemment.  And,  farther,  that  when  the  treaties  are  approved  oy  the  Cortes  of  the 
Jn^dom  they  will  be  published  as  general  laws,  and  as  such  will  be  respected  in 
the  insular  territory,  but  it  is  left  doubtful  whether  they  would  be  laws  in  Cuba  if 
the  colonial  dele^^ates  should  reject  them.  If  the  Madrid  Government  is  not  to  rule 
in  such  a  case  it  should  be  so  stated.  And  if  it  is  a  law  notwithstanding  the 
colonial  opposition,  why  is  the  concurrence  of  the  colony  asked f  The  ease  referred 
to  in  article  38  does  not  decide  it,  because  it  only  refers  to  those  treaties  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  which  the  insular  government  has  had  nothing  to  do. 

7.  Article  40  gives  in  a  verv  ingenious  manner  a  method  of  deciding  the  differ- 
ences arising  from  privileged  articles  of  commerce,  in  comparison  to  similar  foreign 
articles,  and  in  reference  to  the  extension  of  such  a  privilege,  within  the  maximum 
limit  of  35  per  cent  differential  duty.  When  the  two  governments  making  tho  treaty 
do  not  ftgf^  A  committee  is  formed  of  the  same  number  of  Cuban  and  peninsular 
deputies.  Tnese  deputies  appoint  their  president ;  if  they  do  not  agree,  the  eldest 
in  age  presides.  And  the  president  has  the  casting  vote.  Let  us  suppose  the  Cuban 
deputies  to  be  very  patriotic,  which  is,  by  the  way,  supposing  a  great  deal,  but  as 
they  will  never  be  more  patriotic  than  the  peninsular  deieffates,  it  will  result  that 
they  will  not  agree,  and  then  the  eldest  will  decide.  As  there  are  a  large  number 
of  peninsular  deputies  and  a  very  small  number  of  insular  depaties  to  select  irom, 
care  will  be  taken  that  some  a^d  peninsular  deputy  be  appointed  on  said  committee, 
and  he  would  be  the  one  to  decide.  The  matter  would  have  been  simplified  by  stating 
that  the  eldest  peninsular  deputy  would  be  the  one  to  make  the  lists,  as  such  will  be 
the  result. 

8.  Article  40  also  refers  to  the  schedules  of  the  merchandise,  which  will  appear  in 
the  privileged  lists.  The  decree  only  says  that  they  shall  be  made  by  mutual  con- 
sent (meaning  Cuban  and  Peninsular  deputies).  It  does  not  make  any  reference  to 
the  case  when  there  is  no  mutual  consent,  which  makes  us  suppose  that  the  same 

Srocednre  recommended  in  the  other  lists  will  be  observed.    The  eldest  Peninsular 
eputy  will  therefore  make  the  said  schedules. 

9.  The  Governor-General  has  the  power  to  suspend  the  constitutional  guarantees, 
apply  legislation  of  public  order  (ley  de  6rden  ptlblioo),  and  adopt  any  measures  be 
may  deem  fit  to  maintain  peace,  etc.  This  power  the  Governor-General  can  exorciFe 
at  will,  without  any  limitation,  because  he  is  not  obliged  to  hear  the  opinion  of  tht» 
council  of  secretaries  (ministry),  and  thus  the  whole  political  system  of  the  country 
lies  with  the  Governor-General.  Tho  latter  can  therefore  find  any  pretext  for  eonrtn 
martial,  the  application  of  the  code  of  military  justice,  and  all  that  series  of  proolamn- 
tions  and  orders  which  have  caused  so  much  harm,  and  which  rob  the  citizen  of  all 
guarantees  and  protection. 

10.  The  distribution  of  the  public  debt  of  Cuba  remains  completely  in  the  bands 
and  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom,  which  will  try  to  assign 
to  Cuba  as  much  of  it  as  it  can,  so  that  Spain  will  pay  the  smallest  nart. 

Beyond  all  this,  even,  the  fact  remains  and  makes  useless,  while  it  exists^  all 
orderly  and  pacific  development  of  the  autonomistic  regime,  and  this  fact  is  t1i«i 
existence  of  the  volunteers  in  arms.  The  political  party  in  power  is  unarmed,  has 
no  force  of  its  own,  while  the  Spanish  radical  (intransigente)  party,  which  is  in  tbi^ 
opposition,  is  armed,  having  on  its  side  the  armed  volunteers.  Under  such  condi- 
tions there  can  be  no  genuine  autonomistic  government,  because  the  opposition  can 
ride  over,  whenever  it  pleases,  the  authority  of  the  local  government,  and  of  which 
we  had  a  very  recent  example,  and  it  can  have  it  repeated  whenever  the  radical 
Spanish  (intransigente)  party  so  desire. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  766.]  United  States  Gonbulatb  Obnebal, 

Havana^  January  22^  1898. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  tele 
grams  from  yon: 

Wasdixoton,  t/aavary  17. 
Instructs  consul-general  to  report  concerning  rumor  that  the  landing  of  supplier 
from  the  Vigilanda  for  the  Cuban  sufferers  was  being  obstmcted  by  customs  antlMini 
ties,  and  to  prevent  such  delays,  if  likely  to  occur. 
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And  I  beg  to  confirm  the  following  telegrams  to  yon : 

Havana,  January  15, 
(All  qaiet.) 

Havana,  Januarif  16. 
All  quiet. 

Havana,  January  17. 

(Reports  snpplles  by  Carcho  a  week  since  dellyered  to-day.  Regulations  and  recent 
riotini;  canses  of  delay.  Apprehends  no  diffloolty  as  to  landing  supplies  and  reports 
arrival  to-day  of  Vigilaneia.) 

Havana,  January  18. 
All  tranquil. 

Havana,  January  19, 

Reports  that  November  4  decree  admitting  cattle  into  Cuba  free  until  January  10 
is  extende<l  to  March  10  of  present  year,  with  conditions  unchanged,  and  adds  that 
quiet  prevails. 

Havana,  January  f /. 
All  quiet. 

Havana,  January  22, 

(Reporta  no  foreiffn  naval  vessels  at  Havana,  but  that  two  such  German  ships  are 
expected  to  arrive  during  January.) 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  767,1  United  States  Consxtlate-Oenebax, 

Havana^  Fehruarg  4, 1898* 

Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received  $1,743.46  from 
various  sections  of  the  conutry,  in  addition  to  the  $5,000  first  seat, 
making  a  total  of  $6,743.46,  which  have  been  placed  to  the  credit  oi 
the  unofBcial  fimd.  Of  this  amonnt  abont  $3,000  have  been  already 
expended  in  purchasing  food,  paying  railroad  freights  on  provisions 
sent  away  from  the  city,  and  the  salary  and  expenses  of  an  agent  to 
attend  to  the  purchase  and  distribution,  who  acts  with  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  government  of  the  city.  It  will  be  necessary  to  kei^p 
safficient  funds  on  hand  to  meet  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in 
the  work  here. 

Most  of  the  money  I  have  received  has  been  in  small  sums,  the 
$1,743.46  being  contributed  by  37  difi'erent  persons.  Last  mail  brought 
me  $200  from  an  unknown  donor  in  Baltimore,  Md.  I  do  not  see  any 
dlminntion  in  the  numbers  of  the  suffering  poor  on  this  island,  except 
by  the  daily  deaths  occurring  everywhere  from  starvation.  The  present 
population,  which  has  been  concentrated  at  various  places  under  Wey- 
le^s  proclamation  is  still  there,  not  daring  to  go  out  to  their  homes  in 
the  interior,  if  said  homes  were  still  in  existence,  so  they  continue  to 
herd  together  with  no  employment  and  with  but  little  means  of  sub- 
sistence outside  of  what  we  are  now  trying  to  afford  them.  The  con- 
dition of  the  reconeentrados  is  worse  in  the  vicinity  of  the  smaller 
towns,  because  they  can  get  something  by  begging  in  the  larger  ones, 
and  hence  the  deatib  rate  is  greater  in  the  small  towns. 

The  fact  that  the  greater  majority  of  these  x)oor  people  are  principally 
women  and  children  makes  the  sad  story  of  suffering  and  death  more 
heartrending. 

I  am^  sir,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul'  OeneraK 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

"So.  773.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

SavanUj  February  10, 1898.    (Received  February  15, ) 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  some  of  the  small  towns  iu  the  neighborhood  of  this  city. 
These  reports  are  made  to  me  by  a  person  I  sent  to  those  places  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  numbers  and  condition  of  the  destitute  and 
starving  people  in  and  about  said  towns.  His  name  is  not  signed  to 
the  report  for  obvious  reasons. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul' General. 

[Inoloeure  in  No.  778.] 
HELENA  DEL  SUR. 

The  nnhealthy  conditions  of  this  town  and  the  total  want  of  resonroes  make  it 
completely  impossible  for  the  mayor  to  remedy  the  present  miserable  sitnation  of 
the  people,  who  die  in  great  numbers  from  starvation,  fever,  and  smallpoxi  which  is 
Tastly  spreading;  owing  to  the  lack  of  vaccination  virus  or  the  necessary  funds  to 
acquure  it  with. 

There  are  other  towns  in  the  same  conditions,  as,  for  example,  Gnines.  Catalina, 
and  Madruga.  whose  situation  could  be,  in  a  small  degree,  relieved  if  tiie  country 
people  were  allowed  to  leave  the  town  freely  iu  search  of  food,  which  Is  very  scarce, 
in  some  towns  this  is  entirely  prohibited:  in  others  thev  are  obliged  to  pay  a  tax, 
and,  not  having  anything  to  eat,  how  can  they  pay  a  taxf  In  every  town  you  visit 
the  first  thing  you  notice  is  the  unhealthy  condition  of  the  men,  and  their  total 
want  of  physical  strength,  which  prevents  them  even  from  making  an  effort  to  pro- 
cure the  means  of  support. 

CATALINE  DE  OOlNES. 

The  condition  of  the  reconoentrados  in  this  town  is  very  sad  and  desperate.  There 
are  no  ''zones  for  cultivation/'  and  they  are  therefore  not  allowed  even  with  a  naili- 
tary  pass  to  leave  the  town  in  search  of  work  or  food,  which  latter  is  so  scarce  that 
one  must  walk  4  or  5  miles  before  finding  a  sweet  potato.  Among  these  poor  there 
are  many  who  have  not  even  the  meanest  hut  for  a  dweUiug  place  ana  who  find 
nobody  willing  to  help  them  in  the  least  thing. 

In  these  districts  the  liberty  giveu  by  General  Blanco  to  the  reconcentrados  is  a 
fiirce. 

Gt)lNES  TOWN. 

The  land  near  the  town  which  comi>ri8es  the  "zone  for  cultivation  "  has  been  rented 
by  four  Spaniards,  who  have  done  this  by  means  of  their  wealth  and  influence  in  th« 
present  situation.  They  employ  the  few  reconcentrados  who  are  able  to  work,  pav-| 
uig  them  30  or  40  cents  a  day.  Nobody  can  leave  the  town  in  search  of  work  with^ 
out  a  pass  from  the  military  commander,  which  pass  is  good  for  a  month  only  and  cost« 
20  cents.  These  workmen  have  to  leave  the  town  at  6  in  the  moiiiing,  and  not  being 
able  to  take  the  meals  with  them,  are  obliged  to  work  until  6  in  the  evening  without 
any  nourishment.  The  same  thing  happens  to  all  those  who  go  in  search  of  food. 
The  women  who  leave  the  J;own  iu  search  of  vegetables,  even  on  their  own  farms, 
which  are  now  completely  abandoned,  are  sometimes  deprived  of  them  on  their  way 
back  bv  the  guerrillas. 

In  filteen  days  200  reconcentrados  have  died  in  Gnines  from  starvation  and  total 
lack  of  resources.    Many  of  the  sick  sleep  on  the  floor  and  in  the  piazzas. 

One  of  the  few  real  protectors  of  the  reconcentrados,  iu  fact  a  heroic  one,  is  a  y  onng 
man  named  Jo8<^  Amohedo,  whose  father  and  mother  have  died  attending  to  the  hxiu 
fering  poor,  and  who  himself  has  given  up  eight  houses  that  be]onge4i  to  him  as 
dwelung  places  for  the  reconcentrados,  all  the  contents  of  a  grocery  store  that  h« 
possessed,  and  who  is  actually  as  destitute  as  they  are,  but  always  attending  to 
those  who  suffer. 


[Telegram.] 

Oeneral  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  10, 1898. 
Oaptain-G^neral  returned  yesterday ;  met  \rith  no  success  of  any  sort 
Spaniards  everywhere  unfriendly;  rumors  of  cominK  demonstratioi^ 
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agaiBst  bim  here.  I  think  him  excellent  man,  bat  in  nnfortonate  i>08i- 
tioD.  Three  serious  combats  reported  within  a  week ;  in  each  insorgeuts 
▼ictorioaa. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Da/^. 

[ConlldeDtial.] 

Ko.  775.]  Ukited  States  Consxti^ateOenebai., 

Havana^  February  15^  1898. 

Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter,  with  its  transla- 
tion, signed  by  the  insurgent  commander  in  chief  and  addressed  to  the 
Prenideiit  of  the  United  States.  The  said  letter  was  delivered  by  a 
messenger,  who  at  once  departed,  before  I  saw  or  had  any  communication 
with  biuu 

I  am,  etc. 

FiTZHUOH  Lee, 

Coneul' General. 

[IncUmvn  in  Xo.  776.~TrMulAttoB.] 
WllXXAM  MCKZNLVT, 

rn$idmi  of  the  UniM  8tat€t. 

StH :  The  h«toio  Cobftn  people  possesses,  as  a  charaoteristie  qnalitj  of  its  morftl 
beinff  and  developed  to  a  high  degree,  one  of  the  most  noble  sentiments,  namely, 
gratitude;  whoever  has  done  well  for  Cuba  wins  for  himself  forever  tne  lively 
recogDition  of  the  sons  of  Cuba's  soil. 

Your  great  people  have  given  to  the  whole  world  an  example  of  lofty  virtue,  and  to 
the  shame  and  stain  of  Spain,  not  onl^  has  it  shown  compassion  before  the  sreai 
niiafortimes  brouffht  on  Cuba  by  the  i'erocious  Spanish  policy,  but  has  extended  a 
helping  hand  to  the  unhappy  vietims  of  the  warfare  carried  on  by  the  army  of  that 
UAtion* 

The  gratitude  of  this  people  must  be  on  a  par  with  tbat  great  and  generous  impulse, 
and  if  Cnba,  by  its  fjeographieal  position  and  the  necessity  of  its  commercial  exist- 
ence,  is  eaUed  to  maintain,  once  that  it  is  free,  and  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both 
coontriea,  closer  relations  with  your  great  republic  than  with  any  other  nation  what- 
ever, from  this  dav  forward  Cuba  will  consider  herself  bound  by  a  closer  tie  In  the 
affection  it  bears  for  the  noble  American  magnanimity. 

However  tme  and  minute  may  be  the  reports  that  vou  have  heard,  never  will  yon 
be  able  to  form  a  Just  conception  of  all  the  bloodshed,  the  misery,  the  ruin  and  the 
sorrow  caused  to  afflicted  Cuba,  to  obtain  her  independence,  and  how  the  despotic 
spirit  of  Spain,  irritated  to  the  last  degree  before  tne*most  lust  of  all  rebellions,  has 
revelled  in  the  most  implacable  destruction  of  everything,  lives  and  property.  The 
n^ition  which  at  one  time  accepted  the  inquisition  and  invented  its  tortures  lastly 
eoneeived  the  concentration  scheme,  the  most  horrible  of  all  means,  first  to  mar- 
tyrize and  then  to  annihilate  an  entire  people,  and  if  it  has  stopped  in  the  path  of 
deatmction  it  is  due  in  great  measure  to  the  cry  of  indignation  which  the  knowl- 
edge of  snch  horrors'  unanimously  drew  from  the  States  over  which  you  govern. 

The  people  who  are  saved  from  extinction  and  whose  evils  your  gifts  assuage  are 
th«  people  for  whose  liberty  we  daily  shed  our  blood  on  the  fields  of  battle;  the 
c»tnntry  whose  independence  we  now  conquer  at  the  point  of  the  sword  for  them  is 
aliK»  for  ns;  blood  of  our  blood  and  flesh  of  our  flesh,  we  must  rejoice  with  them 
in  their  Joys  as  we  weep  and  sympathize  with  them  in  their  sorrows  and  grief. 

Ue  not  surprised,  then,  that  as  the  general  in  chief  of  this  Cuban  army  I  am  so 
deeply  moved  at  the  wave  of  compassion  which  agitates  your  noble  country,  and 
that  1  accede  to  the  requests  of  the  patriots  I  command  to  appear  before  you,  the 
r^preeentative  of  the  great  nation,  as  the  exponent  of  our  immense  gratitude. 

1  have,  therefore,  sir,  to  fulfill  a  conscientious  dutv  by  setting  forth  a  fact,  which 
I  hef^  you  will  please  transmit  to  the  knowledge  of  the  persons  to  whom  is  recom- 
mended the  philanthropio  mission  of  succoring  toe  unhappy  destitute  Cubans,  and  in 
order %hat  ignorance  or  oertain  antecedents  may  not  deprive  many  needy  ones  of  the 
enjoyment  of  that  noble  American  charitv. 

The  revelation,  as  absolute  master  of  the  country,  has  never  prohibited  any  citi- 
zen, whatever  his  nationality,  from  earning  his  living,  and  it  has  happened  that  as 
soon  ae  the  barbarous  concentration  decree  was  derogated  innumerable  families 
have  1^  and  still  leave  the  city  for  the  field,  impelled  by  hunger  to  wrest  from  the 
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fimitful  Cuban  ve||:etation  the  means  of  relieving  the  most  pressinff  needs  of  life. 
Those  unhappy  beings  ignore  the  fact  that  if  the  Spaniards,  by  steefand  privation, 
have  shrouded  their  hearths  in  mourning,  so  also  it  might  be  said  that  tne  flora  of 
Cuba  was  in  mourning,  devastated  by  the  bullet  and  torch. 

Wherefore,  being  in  the  same  circumstances,  those  unfortunates  have  the  same 
moral  right  to  participate  in  the  relief  furnished  to  needed  Cubans  by  your  generous 
people.  Many  a  widow,  many  a  mother,  many  an  orphan  do  we  meet  in  our  way 
who  asks  of  us  succor  that  we  are  not  able  to  give  but  most  sparingly,  and  there- 
fore upon  pointing  out  to  them  the  charity  awakened  in  their  behalt  in  your  noble 
nation,  I  desire  to  honor  myself  by  offering  my  services  to  cooperate  in  the  noble 
work  with  all  the  power  ana  means  within  the  reach  of  the  forces  I  command. 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  most  distinguished  consideration, 

M.   GOMBZ. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

Fo.  786.]  United  States  Consulate-Oeneral, 

Havana^  March  1, 1898, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  distribation  of  food,  medi- 
cines, and  clothing  to  the  destitute  on  this  island  is  satisfactorily  pro- 
ceeding.  The  work  has  been  well  organized  and  systematized  under 
the  immediate  supervision  and  direction  of  Miss  Clara  BartoUi  presi. 
dent  of  the  Bed  Cross  Society  of  the  United  States,  and  her  active, 
able,  and  experienced  assistants. 

At  first  the  relief  was  confined  to  the  city  of  Havana  and  its  sur- 
rounding sections.  Now  that  the  proper  organizations  have  been 
formed  in  the  said  sections  the  supplies  have  been  and  are  being  grad- 
ually extended  to  other  portions  of  the  island,  while  some  of  the  sea- 
ports have  received  the  necessary  articles  direct  from  New  York.  Of 
conrse,  when  the  number  of  the  poor  and  destitate  is  so  large  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  relieve  large  numbers  in  each  locality,  but  I  am 
able  to  state  with  confidence  that  under  the  present  system  of  distribu* 
tion  the  supplies  are  not  lost  or  wasted,  but  reach  those  for  whom  they 
are  intended. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Les, 

Consul'  OeneraL 


[Telegram.] 

Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  March  3, 

Have  established  fine  asylum  for  destitute  small  orphans  regardless 
nationality.  Money  sent  by  yon  will  be  applied  purchase  food  for  said 
orphans. 

Leb. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  795.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Hava/naj  March  14, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  am  requested  by  Consul  Barker,  of  Sagua,  to  transmit  to  you 
certain  information  contained  in  a  letter  received  from  him,  and  as  the 
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best  means  of  doing  so  I  inclose  the  latter  without  date,  but  received 
to-day. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- Oeneral. 

[IhcImhtb  in  Ko.  795.] 
Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Dear  Sir:  I  will  thank ^on  to  commimioate  to  the  Department  aa  qnickly  a«  poe- 
nble  the  fact  that  the  military  commander  and  other  officers  of  the  military  posi- 
tiTely  refhse  to  allow  the  reconcentradoe  to  whom  I  am  loaning  food  in  its  raw  state 
to  procure  fnel  with  which  to  cook  this  food. 

In  addition  they  prohibited  this  class  of  people  (I  am  only  giving  food  to  abont 
ODe-fifUi  of  the  destitnte— the  authorities  have  quit  alto^ther)  from  gathering  vege- 
tablea  ooltivated  within  the  protection  of  the  forts,  telling  them  the  Americans  pro- 
pose to  feed  yon,  and  to  the  Americans  yon  must  look. 
YouxSy  very  tmly, 

Waltkr  B.  BaRkrh,  ContuU 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

5o.  797.]  United  States  OoNsuiiATE-OENEBAL, 

Havana^  March  17^  1898. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  by  a  decree 
dated  March  5, 1898.  the  Qovemor-Oeneral  has  prorogued  in  all  its  parts 
to  the  3l8t  of  MarcUy  1899,  the  decree  of  the  general  government  of  the 
19th  April,  1897,  relative  to  the  suspension  of  legal  proceedings  against 
real  estate,  with  the  reservation,  however,  of  what  may  be  agreed  upon 
in  the  matter  by  the  insnlar  chambers  in  dne  season. 
I  am,  etc., 

Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul-  General. 


[Telegram.] 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

'  Havana,  March  24^  1898. 

Work  of  relief  progressing  most  satisfactory.  To-morrow  arrange- 
ments made  for  22  cars  of  supplies  for  Cienfnegos,  Cardenas,  Sagna, 
Calibarien,  and  Santa  Clara,  and  other  places.  Bailroads  will  carry 
special  trains  through  free  of  charge.  Have  been  greatly  assisted  by 
Mr.  Klopsch. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 
Xo. 803.]  United  States  OonsulateOenebal, 

Havana^  March  28^  1898. 

Sib:  I  have  honor  to  report  that  instructions  have  been  given  by  the 
civil  governor  of  Havana  that  the  alcaldes  and  other  authorities  shall 
not  give  out  any  facts  about  the  reconcentrados,  and  if  any  of  the 
American  relief  committees  should  make  inquiries  concerning  them, 
all  such  inquiries  must  be  referred  to  him. 
I  am,  etc.) 

Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- OeneraL 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Ko.  809.]  United  States  Consulate-Obnebal,  | 

Havana^  April  Ij  1898,    (Received  April  5.) 

Sib:  With  reference  to  the  telegram  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to! 
yoa  yesterday  to  the  effect  that  the  Gkivemor-General  had  issaed  a, 
decree  terminating  concentration  of  the  country  people,  permitting  them 
to  return  to  their  homes,  and  advising  their  employment  on  public  works, 
I  beg  to  inclose  a  translation  of  the  articles  of  the  decree  referred  to. 
I  am,  etc., 

Fitzhugh  Lee, 

ConsulrOeneraU 

[Inolosnre  No.  1  irith  Dtopatoh  No.  809.] 

TRANSLATION  OF  THB  ARTICLES  OF  GENERAL  BLANCO'S  PROCLAllATION  OF  THK  30tH 

MARCH,   1896,  SUSPENDINa  THB  RECONCBNTRATION. 

Article  1.  From  the  pablioation  of  the  present  proclamation  (bando)  in  the 
Gazette  of  Havana  the  reoonoentration  of  country  people  throaf^hont  the  island  is 
hereby  terminated,  and  they  are  authorized  to  return  with  their  families  to  their 
homes,  and  to  dedicate  themselves  to  all  kind  of  agricultural  labors. 

Art.  2.  The  boards  of  relief  and  all  civil  and  military  authorities  shall  fomlali 
them  the  means,  within  their  power,  to  enable  the  nind  population  to  return  to 
their  former  places  of  residence,  or  those  which  they  may  now  seleot,  facilitating 
ihem  the  aid  which  they  may  respectively  dispose. 

Art.  S.  At  the  instance  of  the  council  of  secretaries,  and  through  the  department 
of  publio  works,  the  preparation  and  immediate  realization  of  all  public  works  nec- 
essary and  useful  to  mmish  work  and  food  to  the  country  people  and  their  familiea 
who,  through  lack  of  means,  truck  farms,  or  want  of  agricultural  implements,  may 
not  be  able  to  return  immediately  to  the  fields,  shall  be  proceeded  with,  as  well  «a 
the  establishment  of  soup  kitchens,  which  may  settle  and  cheapen  such  services. 

Art.  4.  The  expenses  which  the  compliance  with  this  proclamation  (bando)  may 
originate,  as  far  as  they  may  exceed  the  means  disposed  of  by  the  boards  of  relief, 
shful  be  charged  to  the  extraordinary  war  credit. 

Art.  5.  All  previous  instructions  issued  regarding  the  reconcentration  of  the  coun- 
try people  ana  all  others  which  may  be  in  opposition  to  the  compliance  of  this  proc- 
lamation are  hereby  derogated. 

Havana,  March  SO,  1S98,  Ramon  Blanco. 


Mr.  McOarr  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  137.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Cienfueyos,  January  lOy  189S, 

8m:  All  the  sagar  mills  in  this  consular  jorisdiction,  23  in  namber, 
have  been  grinding  since  the  first  of  the  month,  and  at  the  busy  ceii> 
trales  the  various  industries  incident  to  the  gathering  of  the  crop  and 
the  manufacture  of  sugar  are  in  full  and  ste^y  operation. 

Several  of  the  principal  estates  are  owned  by  American  citizens  and 
corporations,  and  most  of  their  skilled  employees  are  brought  from  the 
United  Stutes. 

The  demand  for  labor  on  the  sngar  estates  has  drawn  from  the  towns 
a  great  portion  of  the  unemployed  laborers  and  given  employment  to 
the  male  ^^concentrados,"  many  of  whom  were  in  a  state  of  enforced 
idleness  and  destitution.  As  a  consequence,  few  of  them  are  now  seen 
here  and  the  labor  '^congestion"  has  been  relieved. 

Small  predatory  parties  of  insurgents  make  frequent  attempts  to  fire 
the  cane  fields,  and  it  requires  constant  and  active  vigilance  to  prevent 
tbeir  destruction.  The  dry  weather  and  the  high  winds  prevailing  at 
this  season  render  it  a  simple  matter  for  one  person  (who  can  easily 
conceal  himself  in  the  tall  cane)  to  start  a  conflagration  that  will,  unleaa 
promptly  extinguished,  destroy  hundreds  of  acres  in  a  few  hours. 
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Hence  the  almost  impossibility  with  the  utmost  watchfulness  and 
asing  every  practicable  safeguard  to  prevent  some  loss  of  cane  by  the 
fires  started,  often  under  cover  of  darkness,  by  the  stealthy  incendiaries 
^miliar  with  the  locality  and  always  on  the  alert  for  an  opportunity  to 
apply  the  torch. 

The  sugar  crop  is  the  support  of  all  classes  and  especially  of  the 
laboring  class,  and  should  it  be  in  large  part  destroyed  a  famine  in 
reality  would  be  inevitable. 

I  am,  etc.,  Owen  MoOabb, 

United  States  (JfmsuL 


Mr.  Brice  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  95.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Matanzasy  November  17y  1897. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  concerning 
present  condition  of  affairs  in  this  province  and  city. 

New  civil  governor,  Francisco  de  Armas,  assumed  the  duties  of  his 
office  Thursday,  11th  instant.  As  the  autonomist  •  •  •  governor 
of  this  province,  his  reception  was  cold  and  informal.  Spaniards,  as 
weU  asCabans^arenotin  Sjrmpathy  with  proposed  autonomy  and  reforms. 
A  memorial  to  Her  Majesty,  Queen  Eegent  of  Spain,  extensively  signed 
by  leading  Spaniards  of  province,  asking  that  reform  bill  be  not 
signed.    This  will  be  cabled  in  a  day  or  two. 

•  •••••• 

StarvoMon. — 'So  relief  as  yet  afforded  the  starving  thousands  in  this 
province.  Several  days  ago  an  order  from  Captain  Gin  was  given  mu- 
nicipal authorities  to  issue  rations  and  clothing,  but  no  attention  is 

paid  the  order. 

•  •••••• 

Death  rate  in  this  city  over  80  persons  daily,  and  nearly  all  from 
want  of  food,  medicines,  and  clothing.  As  I  write  this  a  dead  negro 
woman  lies  in  the  street,  within  200  yards  of  this  consulate,  starved  to 
death;  died  some  time  this  morning,  and  will  lie  there,  maybe,  for  days. 
The  misery  and  destitution  in  this  city  and  other  towns  in  the  interior 
are  beyond  description. 

A  general  order  has  been  issued  allowing  reconcentrados  to  return 
to  the  country,  but  the  restrictions  placed  in  order  are  such  as  to  prac- 
tically prohibit.  If  they  went,  what  can  they  do  without  money, 
food,  or  sheltert  Only  those  who  can  obtain  employment  on  sugar 
plantations  can  live.  Insurgents  say  no  one  will  be  allowed  to  grind 
in  province  of  Matanzas.  The  situation  is  indeed  deplorable,  and  I  am 
free  to  say  no  real  help  can  be  expected  from  Spanish  Government,  and 
the  fate  of  the  remaining  reconcentrados  is  slow,  lingering  death  from 
starvation. 

•  •••••• 

Insurgents  are  numerous  and  quite  active  the  past  ten  days.  In  an 
engagement  Saturday,  13th,  near  Mocha,  8  mUes  from  this  city,  Spanish 
troops  were  defeatea  with  serious  loss  and  forced  to  retreat.  Several 
9Q^ar  plantations  report  cane  burned  by  insurgents,  and  the  general 
ojmiion  is  little  or  no  sugar  will  be  made  this  season. 
I  am^  etc., 

A.  0.  Bbioe, 
United  States  Consul. 


30  CUBAN   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  Brioe  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  97.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Mata/nzas,  December  17^  1897. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  Cuban  news  in  tbis 
province,  taken  from  personal  observation  and  reliable  sources  of 
information : 

Concentradoa. — Belief  offered  these  and  other  poor  people  by  Spanish 
authorities  is  only  in  nfame.  I  have  personally  visited  (on  several  occa- 
sions) head  masters  of  distributing  stations.  Two  thousand  rations 
were  given  out,  for  a  few  days  only,  to  8,000  persons.  •  •  •  There 
are  more  than  12.000  starving  people  in  this  city  today.  One  out  of  4 
(or  6)  received  the  following  ration :  2  ounces  rice,  1^  ounces  tassajo 
(jerked  beef),  and  sometimes  a  small  piece  of  bread,  x)er  diem.  Imagine 
starving  people  being  relieved  by  such  rations !  Even  this  ration  of 
food  has  been  discontinued  since  11th  inst.  Death  rate  has  diminished 
somewhat;  now  about  63  daily.    There  are  less  people  to  die. 

The  scenes  of  misery  and  distress  daily  observed  are  beyond  belief 
Here  is  one  out  of  hundreds.  In  a  family  of  seventeen  living  in  an  old 
limekiln,  upper  part  of  city  limits,  all  were  found  dead  except  three, 
and  they  barely  alive.  *  *  *  A  few  of  the  strongest  of  these  peo- 
ple have  been  sent  out  to  sugar  plantations,  which  expect  to  grind. 
They  get  30  cents  per  day  and  board  themselves.  General  Blanco's 
order,  allowing  reconcentrados,  owners  of  plantations  and  £Etfins,  to 
return  and  cultivate  crops,  etc.,  is  inoperative  and  of  no  avail.  Several 
of  our  American  citizens,  owners  of  land,  have  repeatedly  ask^  the 
civil  governor  of  this  province  for  permission  to  return  to  their  hornet 
and  in  every  case  refused  or  restrictions  imposed  making  it  impossible 
to  comply  with. 

•  •••••• 

A  few  plantations  are  grinding  caiie.  In  every  case  they  are  heavily 
guarded  by  Spanish  troops,  and  have  paid  insurgents  for  so  doiuj?. 
Was  shown  a  letter  from  insurgent  chief  to  owner  of  a  large  plantatioo. 
in  which  price  demanded  for  grinding  was  2,000  centones  ($10,600 
United  States  gold).  It  was  paid.  To  make  crop  of  sugar  this  season 
money,  oxen,  and  laborers  must  be  had. 

I  am,  etc.,  A.  G.  Bbiob, 

United  States  Oofutil 


Mr,  Brioe  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  99.]  GONSUIiATB  OF  THS  UNITED  STATBS, 

MatanzaSj  January  18 j  1896. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  concerning  destitute 
American  citizens,  Matanzas  province: 

•  •••••• 

Up  to  Sunday,  January  9, 1898,  weekly  rations  of  food  have  been 
regularly  issued,  also  medicines  for  sick,  and,  although  there  has  been 
more  or  less  hardships  and  suffering  for  want  of  clothing,  shelter,  etc. 
(which  we  were  not  allowed  to  supply),  none  of  our  people  have  siif- 
lered  for  food  or  medicine. 
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In  behalf  of  these  people,  I  earnestly  ask  the  Department  that  some 
prompt  measores  be  taken  to  farther  relieve  them.  They  are  abso- 
lutely helpless — ^no  work,  shnt  up  in  cities  and  towns  like  rats  in  a  trap 
to  sterve.  We  have  fifteen  or  eighteen  families  (American  reconcen- 
trados)  who  own  property  in  the  conntry,  and  were  they  allowed  to  go 
to  their  homes,  could  make  a  good  living.  All  these  have  begged  and 
pleaded  with  authorities  (under  Blanco's  order)  to  go,  and  in  every  case 
refused. 

Since  the  24th  of  May,  1897,  to  December  26, 1897,  seven  months,  we 
have  given  food  and  medicines  and  relief  to  an  average  of  305  persons, 
American  citizens,  at  a  cost  of  $8,175.48  Spanish  gold.  This  amount 
received  from  Havana  on  account  of  Cuban  relief  fund  to  date.  We 
require  a  little  over  $800  (bills  not  rendered)  to  settle  last  two  weeks' 
ration  bills  and  three  weeks'  medicine. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  etc.,  A.  G.  Bbige, 

United  States  Consul. 

[InclMiu*  in  No  99.] 
CUBAN  DESTITUTION. 

Circolar  letter  dated  January  8,  1898,  from  Department  of  State,  received  yes- 
terday. 

ThiB  intimates  that  help  is  to  be  Axtended  by  the  United  States  to  the  starving 
people  in  Caba.  The  news  of  this  relief  has  been  known  for  the  past  two  weeks 
and  has  extended  all  over  the  province.  This  consulate  has  been  overwhelmed  with 
people  of  all  classes  asking  to  be  remembered  when  this  relief  comes. 

I  submit  a  few  facts  illustrating  the  sufi'ering  in  this  province  alone.  There  are 
in  Matanzas  Province  over  90,000  people  who  are  in  actual  starving  condition  and 
require  food,  clothing,  and  medicines. 

In  addition  to  above,  there  are  thousands  of  families  (of  the  better  classes,  formerly 
well  to  do)  who  to-day  are  living  on  one  meal  a  day,  and  that  very  scant.  The^ 
have  sold  or  pawned  furniture.  Jewelry,  clothing,  etc.,  to  eke  out  an  existence  until 
sll  is  gone,  or  nearly  so.  Too  proud  to  beg,  they  sufifer  in  silence,  and  many  die  of 
starvation.  The  daughter  of  a  former  governor  of  this  province  was  seen  begging  on 
the  streets  (incognito)  of  this  city.  Manv  of  these  people  call  on  me  privately  at 
my  residence  asking  and  praying  for  God's  sake  to  be  remembered  when  this  relief 
romee  from  the  United  Stateis.  One  has  to  be  here,  know  and  mingle  with  these 
people,  to  fully  realize  the  terrible  destitution  and  misery  existing  in  Cuba.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  relief  from  the  United  States  will  come  quickly,  for  hundreds  are 
dying  daily  in  this  province  of  starvation.  Conditions  are  dreadful,  and  no  relief 
afforded  by  Spanish  authorities. 

I  would  advise  that  food  and  supplies  for  this  province  be  sent  direct  to  Matan- 
zas, thns  avoiding  the  railroad  freight,  drayage,  etc.  Supplies  can  be  landed  direct 
to  warehouses  (by  lighters),  which  have  been  offered  free  of  charge.  The  figures 
and  facts  I  have  stated  indicate  the  large  quantities  of  food  and  supplies  required 
to  give  even  temporary  relief;  also  some  cash  will  be  required  to  handle  and  dis- 
tribute supplies. 

I  am,  etc.,  A.  C.  Brice, 

United  States  Consul. 

Matanzas,  Cuba,  January  18, 1898. 


Mr,  Brice  to  Mr.  Day. 

2ho.  100.]  OONSULATB  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Matanzas,  February  8, 1898. 

Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  U.  S.  cruiser 
Montgomery  arrived  in  this  port  February  3, 1898, 10.34  a.  m.,  leaving 
for  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  February  5  at  6  p.  m. 

The  nsual  courtesies  were  extended  this  consulate ;  also  friendly  visits 
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from  civil  and  military  governors  and  other  officials  of  province  and 
city.  Eetnrn  visits  made  the  following  day,  and  their  reception  by 
commander  and  officers  on  board  was  a  royal  one  and  greatly  appre- 
ciated. 

The  arrival  of  cruiser  Montgomery,  although  a  surprise,  was  hailed 
with  delight  by  all  classes,  and  sure  to  be  productive  of  good  results. 

The  striking  feature  was:  Poor  i)eople  thought  vessel  was  bringing 
them  food  from  the  United  States;  their  disappointment  was  great. 
I  am,  etc., 

A.  C.  Briob, 
United  8taie%  OonauL 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  405.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuha^  November  15^  1897, 

Sir:  Since  my  return  to  Cuba  I  have  availed  myself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity  possible  to  learn  what,  if  any,  changes  have  taken  place  during 
my  absence. 

At  first  I  was  disposed  to  believe  that  the  insurgents  were  weakening 
and  that  the  autonomists  were  comiog  to  the  front.    Time  and  fiirther 

investigation,  however,  has  failed  to  confirm  that  view  of  the  case. 

•        •        • 

The  change  of  policy,  as  expressed  by  Captain-General  Blanco,  is 
doubtless  modifying  the  feeling  of  resentment  which  formerly  pre  vailed 
and,  should  the  near  future  prove  discouraging  to  the  insurgents, 
would  doubtless  smooth  the  way  to  pacification.    •    •    • 

The  promised  revocation  of  the  order  of  reconcentration  is  yet  unful> 
filled  and  beggars  are  very  numerous.  '<  Me  estoy  murieudo  de  hambre  " 
(I  am  starving)  is  their  most  frequent  salutation.    Generally  their 

appearance  confirms  their  words. 

•  •••••  • 

What  ought  the  United  States  Government  do,  is  a  question  much 
discussed,  and  the  answer  is  usually  what  the  person  desires,  and 
sentiment,  not  reason,  makes  reply.  Among  property  holders,  whether 
Americans  or  citizens  of  other  nationalities,  there  is  but  one  sentiment. 
'^  Hands  off,"  or  such  active  intervention  as  will  quickly  terminate  the 
struggle.  They  greatly  deprecate  constant  agitation,  which  makes  the 
governing  classes  enemies  to  American  interests  and  brings  no  cor- 
responding advantages.  For  your  information  I  inclose  a  military 
order  and  a  translation  of  the  same,  issued  by  the  insurgent  general, 
Galixto  Garcea.  General  Garcea's  command  extends  over  more  than 
half  of  the  island,  including  the  provinces  of  Porto  Principe  and 
Santiago,  the  portions  supposed  to  be  in  most  active  rebellion. 

Another  order  is  issued  by  the  same  authority  permitting  owners  of 
coffee  estates  to  gather  as  much  as  they  may  need  for  family  use,  bat 
none  for  market. 

The  present  insurgent  capital  is  at  San  Augustin  Aguarris,  between 
Holgiun  and  Tunio,  135  miles  from  Santiago. 

The  local  papers,  which  publish  only  what  has  been  submitted  to 
censorial  examination,  admit  several  engagements  of  late  on  those 
parts  of  the  island  heretofore  re];)orted  as  pacified. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  etc., 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Con^uL 
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[Inelosan  In  Ko.  406.] 

MiUTABY  Department  of  the  East, 

General  Hbadquaktkrs, 
Baire,  Natfember  6, 1897,    (Third  of  Independeuce.) 

To  tlie  oommanding  generals  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  army  corps  of  eastern 
Cuba: 

Duly  informed  throngh  the  press  that  the  Spanish  Goyemment  is  offering  autonomy 
with  tiie  intention  by  toese  means  to  subdue  the  revolution,  or  at  least  to  bring  about 
distorbanoea  in  our  ranks  and  weaken  our  cause^  this  general  headquarters  reminds 
you  that  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our  constitution  does  not  admit  with  Spain  any 
treaty  whatever  that  is  not  based  upon  the  absolute  independence  of  Cuba.  In 
secordance  with  this  I  will  be  inexorable,  submitting  to  a  bummary  trial,  and  will 
consider  aa  traitors  all  civil  or  military  officers  of  whatever  rank  receives  messages, 
commissions,  or  has  any  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  as  the  supreme  government  oi 
the  repablic  is  the  only  one  authorized,  and  listen  to  any  overtures  that  may  be 
made,  and  even  the  government  will  only  iiRten  to  proposals  acknowledging  the 
absolute  independence  of  Cuba  by  the  Spanish  Government.  All  persons  wno  come 
within  oar  lines  commissioned  by  the  enemy  .with  proposals  to  submit  to  Spain  will 
be  tried  and  punished  as  spies. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  ignorance  being  professed  on  the  subieot,  you  will  circulate 
this  conimnnication  among  your  subordinates,  posting  this  order  during  eight 
days  at  jonr  headquarters  and  have  it  read  in  the  presence  of  the  troops. 

Coontiy  and  liberty. 

Cauxto  Garcia, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  ike  Department  of  the  Eaet, 

Baire  is  a  small  village  lying  about  54  miles  from  the  city  of  Santiago. 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  407.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuha^  Kovemher  20^  1897, 

SiB:  For  the  benefit  of  the  Department  of  State  I  send  the  inclosed 
list  of  civil  officers  of  the  insurgent  government  of  Cuba,  elected  and 
iustalled  at  Yaya,  in  the  province  of  Porto  Principe  October  20. 

There  is  rumor  of  renewed  activity  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  of  east- 
ern Caba,  commanded  by  Gen.  Oalixto  Gracea,  and  the  shipment  of  all 
available  Spanish  soldiers  to  Manzanillo  corroborates  the  report. 

The  Spanish  residents  of  the  island  are  becoming  very  outspoken  in 
fsivor  of  closing  the  war  and  annexation  to  the  United  States.  There 
are  numerous  inquiries  among  them  of  how  they  can  become  citizens  of 
our  Goyemment.  There  are  also  quite  a  number  of  Spanish  soldiers 
making  the  same  inquiry.  The  business  Spaniards  here  declare  that 
they  are  tired  of  doing  business  at  a  loss,  and  that  peace  and  prosperity 
can  only  come  by  annexation.  Many  are  greatly  disappointed  that  the 
United  States  consul  can  not  make  American  citizens  of  them  at  once. 
With  highest,  etc., 

PuLAfiKi  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  Oonaul, 


[Inclosure  with  ISo.  407.] 

Liat  of  inaargent  offioiala  elected  and  installed  at  Yaya  Porte  Priucipe,  Cuba, 
October  20,  1897 : 
Prandent,  Bartolo  Maao. 
Vica-preaident,  Domingo  Mandez,  Capote. 
Secretary  of  war,  Joee  B.  Alerman. 
Secretary  of  the  treasar^,  Eamisto  Font  StearliDg.' 
Secretary  of  foreign  afiairs,  Andres  Moreno  de  la  Torre. 
Secretarjr  of  the  interior,  Manuel  K.  Sllva. 
General-in -chief,  Maximo  Gomez. 
Lientenant-general,  Calixto  Gracea. 
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Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  409.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Gubaj  November  26^  1897, 

8iR:  Yesterday  I  cabled  you  as  follows:  '^Day,  Washington.  All 
political  prisoners  freed.    Hyatt." 

This  cable  I  now  confirm.  The  order  of  release  opened  the  doors  to 
12  military  prisoners  in  Castle  Morro  and  a  somewhat  larger  number 
in  the  city  prison,  including  persons  of  different  nationalities;  but 
no  Americans,  all  such  having  been  from  time  to  time  released  by 
special  orders,  which  is  a  cause  of  much  favorable  comment  to  our 
nation.    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

The  text  of  the  new  autonomy,  as  published  here,  is  not  meeting 
with  favor  by  the  most  ardent  friends  of  Spain. 

There  is,  however,  a  feeling  of  relief  and  safety  since  the  change  in 
the  captain-generalship. 

Very  respectfully,  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt. 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  410.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cviba^  December  5, 1897* 

Sib:  The  situation  in  this  part  of  Cuba  is  not  destitute  of  activity; 
nevertheless,  it  seems  to  be  one  of  expectancy,  both  sides  posing  and 
waiting  to  see  what  will  happen  in  the  United  States. 

There  is  a  more  secure  feeling  since  the  arrival  of  Governor-General 
Blanco,  otherwise  no  perceptable  change.  The  reconcentration  order 
is  relaxed,  but  not  removed;  but  many  people  have  reached  a  point 
where  it  is  a  matter  of  entire  indifference  to  them  whether  it  is  removed 
or  not,  for  they  have  lost  all  interest  in  the  problem  of  existence. 

A  census  of  the  island  taken  to-day,  as  compared  with  one  taken 
three  years  ago,  I  feel  confident  would  show  that  two-thirds  of  the 
residents  are  missing;  and  the  Spanish  army  would  make  no  better 
showing. 

The  rainy  season  is  practically  over,  and  cooler  weather  is  apparent, 
the  thermometer  ranging  from  70^  to  88°  F.  through  the  twenty -four 
hours,  in  the  shade. 

His  Excellency  Enrique  Capriles,  a  former  governor  of  this  province, 
has  returned  to  this  post  of  duty.  His  former  record  is  a  sufficient 
guaranty  of  an  honorable  administration. 

Mr.  Bigney,  an  American  sugar  planter  near  ManzaniUo,  was  pre 
paring  to  grind  during  the  coming  season.  A  few  nights  since  the 
insurgents  fired  seven  cannon  shots  among  his  buildings,  one  ball 
passing  through  the  roof  of  his  house.  Americans  were  hox)efiil  that 
they  would  be  allowed  to  make  their  crop,  and  several  are  making 
ready  to  do  so;  but  the  action  of  the  insurgents  toward  Mr.  Rigney 
gives  the  problem  a  doubtful  aspect.  It  may  have  been  a  persona] 
matter  against  Mr.  Bigney. 

The  number  of  destitute  Americans  fed  by  this  consulate  decrease<] 
from  89  to  64,  but  is  again  on  the  increase.    Since  being  fed,  sickne«fl 
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among  them  has  materially  decreased  and  their  appearance  has  greatly 

improvecL 

•  #«•♦*» 

Very  respectfdlly,  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

So.  413.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Ouhay  December  14 ^  1897. 

8iB:  Since  my  last  dispatch  on  the  situation  in  Gnba  several  military 
engagements  of  more  or  less  importance  have  occnrred  and  the  insur- 
gents are  claiming  to  have  had  the  best  in  the  fight;  but  until  an 
engagement  shall  take  place  of  sufficient  importance  to  have  a  con- 
trolling influence,  I  can  safely  leave  the  press  to  report  on  such  matters. 

1  take  it  to  be  a  matter  of  far  greater  imxK)rtance  that  I  shall  watch 
the  trend  of  public  opinion  and  its  efiects  on  the  political  situation,  for 
thns  far  battles  have  not  been  the  most  important  factors  in  the  Ouban 
problem. 

Up  to  the  present  we  have  only  garbled  accounts  as  to  the  contents 
of  the  President's  message,  so  it  is  too  early  to  say  what  its  effects  will 
be.  I  shall,  however,  watch  such  results  with  much  concern,  as  all 
parties  have  looked  forward  to  it  with  deepest  solicitation. 

The  order  of  reooncentration  is  now  practically  wiped  out,  and,  so  far 
as  the  Spanish  Government  is  concerned,  men  go  about  nearly  as  they 
please.  The  insurgents  and  their  sympathizers  will  unquestionably  take 
advantage  of  the  revocation  to  get  from  the  towns  and  cities  what 
they  need,  and  otherwise  strengthen  their  cause. 

The  effect  on  agricultural  pursuits  will  be  disappointing,  because  the 
great  m^ority  of  those  who  would  or  should  take  up  the  work  joined 
the  insurgent  forces  when  compelled  to  leave  their  homes,  and  the  por- 
tion which  came  within  the  lines  of  reooncentration  are  women,  children, 
old  and  sickly  people,  most  of  whom  seem  to  have  little  interest  in  the 
problem  of  life.  •  •  •  There  is  no  one  to  take  these  people  back 
to  the  fields  and  utilize  their  remaining  strength.  Their  houses  are 
destroyed,  their  fields  are  overgrown  with  weeds,  they  have  no  seed  to 
plant,  and  if  they  had,  they  can  not  live  sixty  or  eighty  days  until  the 
crop  matures,  which,  when  grown,  would  more  than  likely  be  taken  by 
one  or  the  other  of  the  contending  parties. 

Many  of  those  who  are  attached  to  their  families  have  them  within 
the  insurgent  lines. 

•  •••••• 

Finally,  I  give  it  as  my  opinion,  an  opinion  that  I  am  sure  is  not 
biased  in  favor  of  Cuba,  that  Spain  will  be  compelled  to  prosecute  a 
fiir  more  vigorous  war  than  has  yet  been  done  if  she  conquers  peace 
in  Cuba.  I  think  I  speak  advisedly  when  I  say  that  in  this  end  of  the 
iHland  at  least  there  are  many  thousand  square  miles  where  the  foot  of 
the  Spanish  soldier  has  never  trod.  Within  this  zone  the  insurgents 
have  their  families,  carol  their  horses  and  cattle  and  raise  their  crops. 
They  reach  the  outside  world  by  methods  of  their  own. 

Wby  Spain  with  a  large  body  of  as  obedient  and  brave  soldiers  as 
ever  shouldered  a  gun  has  not  penetrated  these  grounds  and  scattered 
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to  the  four  winds  the  comparatiyely  small  body  of  men  who  are  there, 
IB  a  question  I  will  not  attempt  to  answer. 

As  I  write  a  man  is  dying  on  the  street  in  front  of  my  door,  the  third 
in  a  comparatively  short  time. 

Very  respectftdly,  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Constd. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day. 

Ko.  416.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  December  21. 1897. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  sickness, and  the  death  rate  on  this 
island  is  appalling.  Statistics  make  a  grievous  showing,  bat  come  far 
short  of  the  truth. 

The  principal  disease  is  knowu  by  various  names.  Galentura,  balu- 
dol  fever,  la  grippe,  etc.,  is  thought  by  physicians  to  be  brought  on  by 
insufficient  food.  I  know  some  that  are  attacked  that  have  plenty. 
These,  however,  usually  make  a  good  recovery,  while  the  others  die  or 
make  very  slow  recovery. 

The  disease  is  endemic  rather  than  of  a  zymotic  or  contageous  char- 
acter. From  30  to  40  per  cent  of  the  people  are  afflicted  with  it  at  the 
present  time. 

Yellow  fever  continues  in  all  parts  of  the  island,  and  smallpox  in 
some  places,  but  are  insignificant  as  compared  with  the  prevailing  dis- 
ease. Out  of  a  total  of  16,000  soldiers  recently  sent  to  Manzanillo, 
nearly  5,000  are  in  hospitals  or  quartered  on  the  people.  I  have  not 
learned  whether  it  has  attacked  the  insurgents  or  not;  presumably  yes, 
for  Oubans  elsewhere  are  not  exempt,  as  in  yellow  fever. 

An  extremely  strong  effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  strength  of 
the  autonomist  party.    The  governor  sends  for  men  of  supposed  influ- 
ence and  asks  them  to  join  the  party  and  work  to  make  it  successful 
He  argues  that  it  is  a  patriotic  duty  in  which  all  good  citizens  should 
aid. 

As  yet  planters  are  all  at  sea  as  to  whether  they  will  grind  cane  or 
not.  It  Is  no  secret  that  they  will  have  to  make  terms  with  the  insur- 
gents if  they  do,  and  I  understand  that  an  agreement  by  which  50  cents 
per  bag,  or  about  15  cents  per  100,  will  be  paid  for  Ouban  hands  off. 
Planters  say  this  will  leave  them  no  profit,  but  leave  their  plantations 
in  better  order  for  future  operations. 

The  three  Bivery  brothers,  American  citizens  and  owners  of  coffee, 
cocoa,  and  orange  groves,  are  about  to  return  to  their  places.  They 
are  absolutely  penniless,  and  say  they  would  have  surely  starved  bat 
for  the  food  issued  from  this  consulate.  I  shall  continue  to  supply 
them  with  food,  and  issue  a  month's  rations  of  such  food  as  rice,  beausy 
codfish,  crackers,  etc.,  as  their  homes  are  over  30  miles  away.  I 
have  made  myself,  personally  (not  my  Government),  responsible  for  the 
transportation  of  themselves,  theil*  families,  and  goods,  as  it  seemed 
desirable  to  get  them  on  their  estates  as  soon  as  possible. 

Dr.  Henry  S.  Oaminero,  United  States  sanitary  inspector,  has  jast^ 
informed  me  that  there  are  in  this  city  over  12,000  persons  sick  inl 
bed,  not  counting  those  in  military  hospitals.  This  is  at  least  35  pei^ 
cent  of  the  present  population.  Quinine,  the  only  remedy  of  avail,  id 
sold  ten  times  higher  than  in  the  States. 
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Steamers  coming  to  this  port  mostly  give  oat  soap  once  a  day  to  the 
waiting  throngs. 

Fresh  meat  in  oar  markets  sells  firom  50  cents  to  $1  a  i^ound. 

•  •••••• 

Very  respectfdUy, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  418.]  Consul ATB  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Ouba^  January  i,  1898. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that,  from  a  military  standpoint,  there 
is  nothing  new  worthy  of  report,  except  the  mobilizatien  of  the  Span- 
ish forces  to  the  namber  of  18,000  in  and  near  Manzanillo,  6,000  of 
which  are  in  hospital. 

Aatonomy  has  been  pashed  with  great  vigor,  almost  or  quite  to  the 
point  of  forcing  men  to  join  the  party,  when  they  could  not  be  hired  by 
a  minor  office. 

Wlien  here,  a  few  days  since  General  Pando  sent  for  a  Mr.  Lora  and 
Kaid :  ^^  Ton  have  two  active  and  influential  brothers  in  the  rebel  army. 
Yoa  must  go  at  once  to  these  brothers  and  say,  Gome  in  and  join  the 
autonomist  party  and  they  will  be  provided  for  by  me." 

Mr.  Liora  replied :  '^  General,  I  ran  away  from  my  homo  to  escape  join- 
ing the  insurgents;  my  brothers  chose  to  join  them.  I  will  obey  your 
command  if  you  desire  to  sacrifice  my  life.  My  brothers  would  order 
me  shot  on  the  spot  if  I  approached  them  with  your  proposition." 
General  Pando  withdrew  his  command. 

Enrique  Capeiles,  who  was  governor  of  this  province  some  four  years 
ago,  returned  to  the  same  position  about  a  month  since.  He  is  highly 
respected  by  all  classes,  and  has  worked  with  great  energy  to  build  up 
the  autonomist  party.  He  resigned  to-day  and  took  a  solemn  oath  that 
be  would  never  again  set  foot  on  Cuban  soil.  He  declared  himself  both 
discouraged  and  disgusted. 

The  problem  of  sagar  making  in  this  province  is  most  discouraging. 

Climatic  fevers  still  hold  about  one- third  of  the  people  in  bed.  The 
death  rate  for  the  week  in  this  city  is  109.  I  deem  myself  fortunate  in 
being  a  physician  when  called  upon  to  fight  life's  battles  amid  such 
surroundings. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

5o.  420.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  Janu^ary  8,  1898. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  say  that  in  my  opinion 
the  most  important  question  of  the  Cuban  problem  today  is,  '*  Will 
the  people  of  Cuba  accept  autonomy  as  a  basis  of  settlement?" 

I  have  taken  great  pains  to  inform  myself  on  this  question  and  to 
eliminate  as  far  as  i)08sible  the  bias  which  comes  with  the  sources  of 
toy  information. 
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That  the  Spanish  Government  has  made  a  most  energetic  and 
thorough  campaign  to  make  autonomy  successful  there  is  no  room  for 
doubt.  Personal  appeals  of  provincial  governors  and  other  important 
officers  have  been  made  earnestly  and  often  to  the  same  individuals. 
•  ♦  *  Wholesale  removals  of  Spanish  officers  from  civil  positionn 
are  made  by  sweeping  orders,  with  instructions  to  fill  their  places  with 
Cuban  autonomists.  About  a  week  since  there  came  an  order  dismiss- 
ing every  employee  of  the  custom-house  in  this  city,  to  take  effect  as 
soon  as  proper  autonomists  could  be  found  to  fill  their  places. 

As  yet  only  two  have  been  named,  the  collector  and  first  deputy. 
Against  these  a  strong  remonstrance  was  at  once  sent  in,  so  the  entire 
old  corps  are  still  in  place. 

The  newly  appointed  provincial  governor,  Lopez  Chavez,  has  been 
here  for  several  days,  but  as  yet  has  not  taken  charge  of  the  office. 

In  many  cases  where  Cubans  are  anticipating  the  acceptance  of  an 
office  they  have  sent  to  the  field  to  ask  permission  from  insurgent 
officers. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Cubans  are  moving  veiy  slow  in  accepting  auton- 
omy. 

It  is  given  out  that  sometime  in  the  month  of  February  there  will  be 
an  election  held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  sixty  members  of  the  Ouban 
assembly  and  eighteen  members  of  the  council  of  administration, 
while  seventeen  s^ditional  ones  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor- 
General.  The  lines  are  supposed  to  be  drawn  for  or  against  autonomy. 
Cuban  leaders  declare  they  will  neither  make  nominations  nor  go  near 
the  polls;  so,  if  they  adhere  to  their  purpose,  it  will  be  no  test  of 
strength,  and  no  recognition  of  the  result  will  be  taken  by  the  men  in 

the  field. 

*  •  •  «  #  •  • 

Numerous  dead  bodies  at  the  cemetery  are  carried  over  from  day  to 
day  because  the  sexton  is  unable  to  bury  them  with  his  present  corps 
of  assistants  as  fast  as  they  come. 
Yery  respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  ConsuL 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day. 

No.  421.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Guha^  January  12^  1696. 

Sib  :  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  lay  before  the  honorable  Department  o| 
State  the  situation  here  as  affecting  American  interests,  and  to  inclose 
herewith  an  order  issued  by  command  of  Gen.  Maximo  Gomez,  and  ii 
translation  of  the  same,  forbidding  the  grinding  of  the  sugar  crop  foe 
the  years  1897  and  1898. 

In  this  part  of  Cuba,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  all  idea  of  making  a  sugar 
crop  is  entirely  abandoned. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  stoppage  of  industries,  from  present  appear^ 
ances,  will  not  halt  at  the  sugar  crop,  but  coffee  and  other  agricaltani] 
crops  fall  under  the  same  ban. 

I  had  hoped  that  after  the  reconcentration  order  was  revoketL 
through  the  energetic  action  of  the  present  administration,  we  woiil  J 
find  no  trouble  in  reinstating  American  industries;  but  it  appears  tbuj 
all  of  the  benefits  that  should  have  accrued  to  our  citizens  are  th wart^ij 
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by  the  action  of  tlie  iDsorgents,  who  refuse  to  allow  them  to  return  to 
their  sugar,  eoffee,  aud  other  estates.  The  Ponipo  Manganese  mines, 
owned  by  Americans,  woald  at  the  present  time  be  a  very  profitable 
investmeiit  if  allowed  to  operate,  are  also  being  held  up  by  the  same 
power. 

The  three  Bevery  brothers,  who  I  informed  you  recently  I  was  about 
to  assist  in  returning  to  their  coffee  and  fruit  estates,  got  there  only  to 
find  they  could  not  go  to  work  until  permission  was  obtained  from  the 
insurgent  commander,  which  permission  seems  doubtful,  I  myself,  as  I 
miderstand  my  duty,  being  inhibited  from  rendering  them  any  assist- 
ance at  this  point. 

These,  with  several  sugar  estates  within  my  consular  district,  are 
held  up  and  becoming  more  worthless  than  before. 

•  •••••• 

It  is  beyond  the  power  of  my  pen  to  describe  the  situation  in  eastern 
Cuba.  Squalidity,  starvation,  sickness,  and  death  meets  one  in  all 
places.  Beggars  throng  our  doors  and  stop  us  on  the  streets.  The 
de«d  in  large  numbers  remain  over  from  day  to  day  in  the  cemeteries 

onburied. 

•  •••••• 

Very  respectfhUy,  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul, 


[Indoftiire  in  No.  421.J 

There  is  a  seal  that  readt:  Repablio  of  Cuba,  War  No.  43,  book  3,  folio  150. 

The  conncil  of  the  Government  in  teoaion  on  the  29th  day  of  last  month  adopted 
the  following  reeolntion : 

Conaideiing  that  the  working  of  the  sugar  estates  favor  the  plans  of  our  enemies, 
as  shown  bv  the  marked  interest  in  their  last  winter  campaign,  thus  injuring  the 
steady  headway  of  the  revolution. 

It  hae  been  ordered  by  our  Government  as  a  general  political  measure  of  war, 
which  to-day  is  more  than  ever  imposed  npon  us,  and  in  accordance  with  article  22, 
paragraph  6,  of  the  constitution  to  absolutely  prohibit  the  realization  of  the  sugar 
crop  of  1897-98,  that  this  be  communicated  to  the  general-in-chief,  with  the  object 
that  he  will  dictate  the  opportune  orders  for  the  exact  compliance  of  this  resolution, 
and  that  it  should  be  published  for  general  knowledge,  making  known  that  violators 
will  suffer  the  punishment  prescribed  by  our  laws. 

What  I  transcribe  to  yon  for  your  knowledge  and  exact  compliance. 

I  am,  with  high  consideration, 

Conntry  and  liberty, 

Palmanto,  December  2, 1897. 

JOSK  B.  Aleman,  Secretary  of  War, 

To  Gen.  Cauxto  Gaboia. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  resolution  authorized  by  the  secretary  of  war, 
Jos^  B.  Aleman,  and  directed  to  Gen.  Calixto  Garcia,  is  an  exact  copy  of  original  on 
file  in  the  archives  of  the  chief  of  the  military  department  of  Orient. 

Baire,  December  28,1897. 

Lieut.  Col.  Eduardo  Salazak,  Auditor. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  424.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

8a/ntiago  de  Cuha^  January  ^2^  1897. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Colonel  Masso  of  the  inaurgent 
forces,  whose  home  is  in  this  city,  has,  at  a  point  west  of  here,  given 
himself  np  to  the  Spanish  forces,  with  one  hundred  and  ten  officers  and 
men  under  his  command. 
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Citizens  of  Santiago  say  that  he  did  the  same  thing  in  the  former 
rebellion. 

But  the  military  situation  is  completely  overshadowed  in  importance 
by  the  starving,  struggling  mass,  whose  cry  is  "Bread,  or  I  perish.^ 

This  consulate  is  besieged  to  an  extent  that  blocks  the  entrance, 
and  greatly  retards  business.  They  have  heard  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  giving  funds  for  their  relief,  and  have  not  the 
patience  to  wait.  I  could  name  three  Americans  here  who  contribute 
monthly  over  three  hundred  dollars  toward  feeding  the  poor,  but  it  is 
as  nothing  compared  to  the  people's  necessities. 

Men,  women,  and  children,  homeless  and  almost  naked,  roam  the 
streets  by  day,  begging  of  everyone  they  meet,  or  door  they  pass,  and 
sleeping  at  night  anywhere  they  can  find  a  place  to  lie  down. 

If  the  present  death  rate  is  continued,  there  would  not  be  a  soul  left 
in  the  city  at  the  end  of  five  years. 

For  the  masses  it  is  speedy  help  or  sure  death. 
Very  respectfully, 

FxTLASKi  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  CanauL 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

'So.  427.]  Consulate  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

/Santiago  de  Onba,  January  31,  1898. 

SiB:  I  desire  to  inform  the  honorable  Department  of  State  that  Cap- 
tain-General Blanco  arrived  at  this  port  on  Friday  night,  the  2Sth 
instant,  but  remained  on  shipboard  until  the  next  morning. 

The  consular  corps  called  soon  after  his  arrival.    Most  of  General 
Blanco's  remarks  were  directed  to  the  French  and  American  consuls. 
•  *•••«• 

Colonel  Marsh,  of  General  Blanco's  staff,  called  upon  and  dined  with 
me  the  same  evening.  He  speaks  fairly  good  Knglish,  and  is  a  gentle- 
man of  rare  social  qualities.  On  leaving  he  said,  ^<  I  shall  be  at  all 
times  most  happy  to  use  whatever  influence  I  may  have  with  General 
Blanco  in  securing  a  favorable  resolution  of  any  matters  that  you  may 
desire  to  present  to  him." 

I  told  him  I  wa^  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  his  offer  at  once,  as 
there  had  just  arrived  at  the  custom-house  in  this  place  a  quantity  of 
quinine  which  the  collector  of  customs  said  he  could  not  deliver  duty 
free  without  instructions  from  Havana.  The  colonel  promised  to  lay 
the  matter  at  once  before  the  Captain  General,  and  the  quinine  is 
released,  and,  as  I  understand,  it  is  ordered  that  all  future  shipments 
are  to  be  promptly  delivered  to  me,  if  any  shall  come. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  regular  passenger  train  on  the  Sabanilla 
and  Maroto  Railroad,  when  5  miles  out  of  Santiago,  was  blown  up  by 
dynamite  bombs,  exploded  by  electric  wires;  two  cars  were  shivered 
in  atoms.  Five  passengers  were  killed  outright  and  twenty-two  badly 
wounded,  some  of  whom  have  since  died.  It  is  thought  by  some  that 
the  insurgents  believed  that  Captain-General  Blanco  was  on  the  train; 
by  others  that  they  merely  wanted  to  notify  the  general  that  they  were 
ai'ound  and  attending  to  business. 
1  am,  etc., 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  ConsuL 
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Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  438.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

JSantiago  de  Cuba^  February  i,  1S98» 

Sib  :  The  military  conditions  here  upon  the  Bnrface  arc  not  materially 
cban^ed,  but  to  one  who  TratcheH  the  si^ns  of  the  times  and  knows 
the  character  of  the  men  who  act  the  drama  the  situation  is  not  with- 
out portent. 

Tlie  era  of  good  feeling  is  passing  away,  while  bitter  words  and  cruel 
acts  are  again  coming  to  the  front.  Those  engaged  in  works  of  mercy 
are  denonuced  for  keeping  alive  a  tribe  that  ought  to  be  dead.  But  it 
can  not  be  said  there  is  no  excuse  for  harsh  judgment.  The  stoppage 
of  all  agricultural  pursuits  and  the  blowing  up  of  cars  containing  inno- 
cent people  can  not  be  justified  even  under  the  guise  of  war.  Extrem- 
ists of  both  sides  seem  able  to  dominate  the  sentiments  of  their  respec- 
tive parties,  while  a  deep  feeling  of  personal  hatred  pervades  their 
breast«. 

General  Blanco's  mild  and  humane  policy  meets  with  but  a  feeble 
response  from  his  own  followers,  while  the  insurgents  laugh  at  the  old 
man  who  throws  sods  and  grass  instead  of  stones. 

Autonomy  is  already  a  dead  issue,  while  buying  insurgent  leaders 
thus  far  is  not  a  marked  success,  the  insurgent  generals  having  already 
imprisoned  several  officers  suspected  of  venality. 

Colonel  Marsh,  of  General  Blanco's  staff,  said  recently — 

Spain  £m1s  to  comprehend  that  Caba  has,  aa  it  were,  two  mothers — a  political  one. 
▼hich  is  Hpain;  a  commercial  onef  which  is  the  United  states;  and  the  politicai 
mother  failB  to  see  that  the  commercial  mother  has  nny  rightH,  while  the  romnier- 
rial  mother  can  not  shake  off  her  responsibility,  for  God  has  made  them  next-door 
beighbors. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  Western  Continent  has  ever  witnessed  death 
by  starvation  equal  to  that  which  now  exists  in  eastern  Cuba. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  tStates  Consul. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  432.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  15^  1898. 

SiB:  In  the  matter  of  distribution  of  American  relief,  I  have  to 
report  that  up  to  the  present  time  nothing  but  medicines  have  reached 
as;  but  I  understand  that  food  is  on  the  way. 

As  soon  as  I  learned  that  quinine  was  coming  I  at  once  addressed  a 
polite  note  to  his  excellency  informing  him  of  the  fact  and  request- 
ing him  to  suggest  through  what  channels  it  would  be  best  to  make 
distribution. 

The  governor  answered  very  politely,  but  said,  as  they  had  their 
own  physicians  who  were  looking  after  the  poor  he  did  not  see  the 
necessity,  but  should  the  emergency  arise  would  be  very  glad  to  avail 
himself  of  the  generous  ofier. 

Fortunately,  a  well  organized  cori)s  of  the  first  ladies  of  the  city  were 
doing  the  best  they  could  with  the  means  at  hand  to  help  the  nnfortu^ 
nates,  and  to  nearly  every  family  in  this  part  of  Cuba  quinine  was  as 
sicceptable  as  gold.    Twenty  of  these  ladies  called  on  uie  for  quinine 
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and  were  at  once  spreading  it  among  the  needy  sick.  I  pIso  sent  a 
quantity  to  the  archbishop,  and  begged  him  to  accept  and  use  it  in 
such  a  way  as  in  his  judgment  he  thought  best. 

The  physicians  of  the  city  quickly  joined,  and  in  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours  the  quinine  was  in  every  part  of  the  city  doing  its  work, 

I  also  shipped  portions  to  Baracoa  on  the  north  coast,  to  Guanata* 
namo  and  Manzanillo  on  the  south  coast,  to  the  interior  towns  of  Hol- 
guin,  Canez,  San  Luis,  Dos  Oaiiiinos,  Cristo,  Moron,  Dos  Bocas,  Sau 
Vicente,  Noniato,  and  Cuabitas,  as  also  to  the  towns  at  Daigneri  and 
Juragua,  belonging  to  two  large  American  iron-mining  companies. 

A  fair  quantity  was  sent  to  the  eleemosynary  institutions  of  this  city 
and  other  places,  so  that  within  a  week  the  whole  hundred  thousaod 
pills  were  doing  duty  and  just  as  they  were  gone  another  bat'Cb  arrived. 

The  governor,  seeing  the  good  work  being  done,  sent  me  a  pollt45 
note,  saying  he  had  appointed  two  gentlemen  to  assist  me  and  that  he 
himself  was  personally  at  my  service.  I  then  appointed  two  geutle- 
men,  Dr.  Arze  and  Mr.  Octaviano  Duany,  to  act  in  coi\junction  with 
the  governor's  committee. 

These  gentlemen  will  under  my  direction  look  after  the  business  mat- 
ters and  will  take  charge  of  the  distribution  of  food. 

The  ladies  will  go  from  house  to  house  and  issue  tickets  aooording  to 
their  best  judgment,  and  at  certain  times  these  orders  will  be  filled 
under  the  direction  of  the  gentlemen  committee. 

With  the  free  use  of  quinine  the  death  rate  of  the  city  fell  20  per 
cent  the  first  week. 

The  quinine  and  other  medicines  sent  have  proved  to  be  so  potent 
and  certain  in  their  action,  that  the  work  of  American  chemists  has 
received  a  decided  boom  and  by  all  parties  the  action  has  been  pro 
nounced  marvelous. 

The  doctors  have  heretofore  found  that  in  order  to  break  a  fever  they 
had  to  prescribe  from  60  to  100  grains  of  quinine  each  day.    One-titth 
of  that  amount  of  American  quinine  does  the  work  better. 
Yery  respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  CansuL 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day, 

No.  434.1  Consulate  op  the  United  Statss^ 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  16^  1898. 

Sib:  Wounded  Spanish  soldiers,  about  200  in  number,  have  been 
brought  to  the  hospital  of  this  city  within  the  last  three  days.     A  sur 
geon  who  has  dressed  the  wounds  of  a  Spanish  captain  teUs  the  ston* 
this  morning  as  follows : 

Our  command,  about  7,000  in  nnmber,  had  been  to  Holqnin  and  were  retiimiui;i 
when  at  a  point  near  Aguacate,  without  any  notice  or  knowledeo  of  the  presenct  <'l 
the  enemy  in  force,  a  galling  fire  opened  on  ns,  and,  as  we  could  not  tell  from  wh>'rJ 
it  came  or  see  the  enemy  to  return  the  fire,  we  were  ordered  to  drop  fiat  ou  tlii 
ground.  From  this  position  we  returned  the  fire  as  best  we  could  for  a  time  on  <f 
unseen  enemy ^  who  finally  withdrew. 

The  captain  admitted  a  loss  of  300  in  killed  and  wounded  on  tin 
Spanish  side,  and  says  they  have  no  knowle<lge  of  the  loss  iuflictetl  oi 
the  insurgents. 
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Sixteeu  liandred  new  troops  from  Spain  arrived  at  this  port  last 
night,  among  them  quite  a  number  of  young  doctors  just  graduated. 
Tery  respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 
United  States  Consul, 


Mr,  Hyatt  to  Mr,  Day, 

No,  437.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Cuha^  February  26^  1898. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  inclose  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  a  letter  sent  yesterday  by  me  to  the  New  York  Central  Cuban 
Belief  Committee,  showing  the  results  of  four  days'  work  in  distributing 
rations  to  the  starving  poor. 

Kations  are  issued  in  a  court  attached  to  the  consulate,  the  i>eople 
being  admitted  by  the  police  through  a  carriage  driveway. 

As  I  write  the  street  is  blocked  by  the  hungry  throng  for  nearly  a 
square  aboye  and  below  the  entrance. 

I  have  requested  the  police  to  admit  the  most  delicate  and  feeble  sub- 
jects first,  as  many  of  them  are  unable  to  stand  very  long  in  such  a 
crowd. 

I  shall  if  {xmsible  get  a  photographic  view  of  the  scene  and  forward 
it  to  the  President  through  your  honorable  Department. 
I  am,  etc., 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul, 

Since  writing  this  dispatch  (No.  437)  I  have  been  informed  that  the 
ladiea,  relief  committee  have  estimated  that  in  this  city  al6ne  the  num- 
ber who  need  help  is  at  least  18,000. 

Hyatt,  Consul. 


[Inolosore  in  Ko.  487.] 

United  States  Consulate, 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  February  S5,  1898. 

Sew  York  Central  Reuef  Committee. 

Gentlemen  :  I  desire  to  make  a  brief  report  of  the  first  four  days'  work  in  dis- 
tribating  the  101  oases  of  evaporated  cream,  66  oases  oondensed  milky  100  bags  of 
rice,  iOi  cases  of  codfish,  6  boxes  of  bacon,  208  bags. flour,  43  barrels  of  beans,  pills, 
dmgSy  etc.,  which  I  received  in  due  time  by  steamship  Niagara, 

As  stated  in  a  previous  oommunicatiou,  a  committee  of  30  of  the  best  ladies  of  this 
place  divided  the  city  into  15  districts,  with  two  ladies  to  each  district.  These 
iSBue  rations  tickets  according  to  the  number  of  needy  persons  in  each  house. 

These  tickets  are  honored  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  gentlemen  and 
myself,  and  a  liberal  week's  rations  are  issued  to  each. 

To  prevent  imposition  we  are  obliged  to  refuse  all  who  do  not  come  with  tickets 
from  the  ladies.  The  first  day,  rations  were  issued  to  379;  second  day,  579;  third 
day,  1.083;  fonrth  dav,  1,027;  total,  3,068. 

Each  ration  being  for  seven  days,  which  makes  a  total  of  21,482  for  one  day. 

As  near  as  I  can  Judge  only  about  one-half  of  the  people  who  need  help  have  yet 
rec^'ived  their  first  rations,  and  the  codfish  and  beans  will  give  out  before  we  get 
around  the  first  time. 

Have  given  moderate  quantities  to  the  eleemosynary  institutions  of  the  city,  and 
sent  some  to  the  mining  and  other  towoH  near  by. 

We  are  trying  to  make  both  food  and  medicine  do  the  most  good  possible. 

It  takes  SIX  or  eight  policemen  to  keep  the  crowds  in  order. 

I  am  obliged  to  spend  some  money  for  labor,  cartage,  transportation,  cabh)  inci- 
dentals, etc. 
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There  are  namerons  people  badly  raptured  and  in  a  distr^sed  condition.  I  am 
skilled  in  handling  trasses,  but  I  hardly  think  it  advisable  to  send  trasses,  as  eskch 
case  needs  a  stock  to  select  from. 

I  would  not  advise  sending  any  more  medicine  except  quinine  for  the  present. 

Everything  sent  has  been  of  a  superior  quality.  The  Highland  brand  of  con- 
densed cream  and  flour  are  specially  tine. 

The  medicines  have  had  almost  miraculous  effects.  Should  you  make  further 
shipments,  keep  beans,  rice,  and  codfish  in  the  foreground,  but  everything  comes  in 
play. 

Smallpox  has  again  broken  out,  and  I  have  requested  Surgeon-General  Wyman  to 
send  to  you  for  me  a  quantity  of  vaccine  virus.  Should  it  come  to  hand  I  will 
thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  a  moderate  quantity. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  with  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Conaul. 


Mr.  Hyatt  to  Mr.  Day. 

Fo.  439.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

SoMtia^o  de  Guha^  March  24y  1898, 
Sir: 

•  •••••# 

Three  sugar  estates  owned  or  managed  by  the  house  of  Brooks  & 
Go.  are  making  sugar  on  a  small  scale,  but  have  little  faith  in  tbeir 
ability  to  go  ahead.    These  plantations  are  located  near  Guantanamo. 

Property  holders,  without  distinction  of  nationality,  and  with  few 
exceptions,  strongly  desire  annexation,  having  but  little  hope  of  a 
stable  government  under  either  of  the  contending  forces,  and  they  view 
with  regret  the  indifference,  nay,  repugnance,  of  the  American  people 
to  such  a  union,  and  still  hope  that  a.  combination  of  circumstances  will 
yet  bring  it 'about;  but  such  a  move  would  not  be  popular  among  the 
masses. 

On  Sunday  last  an  election  was  held  in  this  city  to  elect  officers  to 
hold  an  election  on  the  27th  instant.  No  one  seemed  to  know  anything 
about  it  until  it  was  over,  and  the  autonomists  won  the  election.  A 
member  of  that  party  told  me  that  '^we  met  quietly  and  done  our  vot- 
ing." There  is  no  evidence  that  the  people  in  general  intend  to  take 
any  part  in  the  coming  election.  Circulars  are  now  out  urging  the 
people  to  turn  out  and  sustain  the  government,  to  the  end  that  peace 
and  prosperity  may  speedilj''  come. 
Very  respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt, 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Jova  to  Mr.  Day. 

Ko.  261.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Orandey  November  11^  1897. 

Sm:  It  may  not  be  improper  that  I  give  the  Department  my  impres- 
sions of  the  status  of  affairs  here  concerning  the  new  policy  promised 
by  Spain  to  this  island. 

By  the  attitude  openly  demonstrated  against  autonomy  from  the  two 
only  existing  parties  that  have  to  decide  its  results,  the  Cuban  sepa- 
ratists, including  the  armed  men  in  the  field  and  their  supporters  in  the 
towns,  and  the  Spanish  conservatives,  with  followers  in  Cuba  and  Spain, 
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the  formtsr  refasing  anything  bat  independence,  the  latter  enconraging 
its  members  to  strongly  protest,  not  solely  against  autonomy,  but  even 
"reforms,^'  which  they  have  rebuked  as  contrary  to  their  constitution, 
I  can  not  help  to  foresee  that  far  from  improving  the  actual  condition 
of  things  it  will  make  it  more  and  more  critical. 

I  have  left  aside  without  consideration  a  new  factor  on  the  jK)Iitical 
arena,  ^^  annexation,"  not  being  able  to  calculate  its  magnitude  on 
aoeoont  of  the  legal  prohibition  of  that  doctrine  resulting  in  the  secret 
endeavors  of  the  adherents,  but  it  is  well  seen  that  it  is  growing  stronger 
every  day,  principally  among  the  Spaniards.  The  autonomist  part 
to-day  in  this  district  does  not  exist.  In  very  rare  exceptions  one 
partisan  may  be  found  loyal  to  that  platform ;  more  so  now,  in  view  of 
Captain-General  Weyler's  work.    It  may  be  said  that  it  is  only  nominal. 

The  Reformists  have  divided  themselves  so  much  that  its  members 
are  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  other  parties.  They  are  ready  to  adopt 
the  flag  of  the  more  favorable  side,  turning  out  thus  a  very  weak  asso- 
ciation. Spain  has  to  depend  on  these  two  last  nominal  and  feeble 
corporations  for  the  implantation  of  its  new  course  of  action.  Taking 
all  these  tacts  into  appreciation,  it  is  hard  to  see  in  what  way  is  Spain 
going  to  establish  this  new  system.  It  will  always  be  a  parasite  with- 
out stable  foundation,  without  basis,  singly  maintained  by  a  very  infirm, 
insignificant  auxiliary. 

In  tbe  meantime  the  reconcentrados,  the  majority  innocent  beings, 
who  have  had,  and  even  now  have  no  notion  of  the  cause  of  this  revo- 
lution, who  had  no  more  aspiration  than  to  till  their  little  farms,  con- 
tinue perishing.  It  is  difficult,  it  may  be  said  almost  impossible,  to  be 
able  to  describe  the  extension  and  intensity  of  such  tremendous  sufifer- 
ing,  of  such  iniquitous*  unjust,  and  sinful  imposition,  to  annihilate  thou- 
sands of  women  and  children.  If  this  Godless  combinatioii  should  be 
accurately  represented  it  would  seem  an  exaggeration  induced  by  stirred 
fellow-feeling.  With  sensibility  iii  the  heart  moving  among  them,  the 
unceasing  crowd  of  famished  beggars,  one  can  scarcely  do  more  than 
commiserate  the  undeserved  misfortune.  To  express,  to  delineate  the 
afSictions,  the  anguishes  witnessed  at  every  step,  would  require  much 
to  write,  and  no  lavish  of  colors  could  approach  the  reality  to  fiction. 
5o  history  in  the  world,  ancient  or  modem,  can  be  compared  an  instant 
to  this  frightful,  dreadfhl  suffering.  Perhaps  civilization  has  not  seen 
the  like  of  it. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  state  that,  in  my  humble 
judgment^  the  efforts  toward  the  enforcement  of  reforms  or  autonomy 
will  prove  altogether  futile;  and,  of  course,  in  consequence  of  this  fail- 
ure ^e  few  reconcentrados  that  have  survived  will  not  be  allowed  to  go 
freely  to  their  devastated  farms,  prolonging  thus  this  unbearable 
situation. 

I  have,  etc, 

John  F.  Jova, 

Vice- Consul. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  264.]  OONSULATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Sagua  la  Grande^  November  20^  1897. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following:  While  General 
Blanco  has  made  known  his  purpose  to  relieve  the  concentrated  ])eo])le, 
by  allowing  them  to  go  out  of  the  towns,  it  may  not  be  improper  that 
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I  fdve  the  Department  reasons  why  this  permission  will  not  give  the 
relief  claimed  by  the  authorities. 

While  Article  I  grants  permission  to  this  starving  class  to  return  to 
the  country,  Article  III  abrogates  this  very  article  in  exacting  that  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  the  places  to  which  they  go  must  be 
garriHoned.  This  condition  alone  will  preclude  over  one-h^f  of  the5^ 
floor  unfortunates,  for  their  homes  are  in  ruin,  and  the  sugar  estates  able 
to  maintain  a  guard  can  care  for  but  a  small  percentage  of  the  whole. 
•  •••«•• 

The  guerrillas  have  already  started  tbeir  merciless  warfare,  having 
within  the  past  week  killed  two  '^presentados"  who  had  in  good  faith 
surrendered  and  gone  to  work  on  the  American-owned  estate  '^  Victoria^^ 
repeating  the  act  upon  three  insurgents  who  had  surrendei*ed  to  the 
lo^l  guerrillas  of  Sagua. 

I  will  not  question  the  good  intention  of  those  now  in  x>ower;  yet  it 
is  a  self-evident  fact  that  the  authorities  are  utterly  helpless  to  extend 
any  relief  to  those  who  have  thus  far  survived  the  pangs  of  hanger. 
Without  instant  pecuniary  assistance  *  *  *  all  efforts  to  relieve 
the  starving  populace  must  fall  stillborn.  So  far  as  relates  to  this 
section  of  the  island,  the  claim  made  by  the  Gaptain-Qeneral  through  a 
published  letter  to  the  Spanish  minister  in  Washington  that  <^ extensive 
zones  of  cultivation  have  been  organized,  daily  rations  are  provided 
by  the  State,  work  is  furnished,"  etc.,  is  not  oome  out  by  my  observation. 

As  to  grinding  the  present  crop,  I  have  interviewed  most  of  the  largest 
planters  in  this  consular  district,  who  stated  that  unless  assured  of 
immunity  from  the  insurgent  chief— Gomez — ^they  would  not  jeopardize 
their  property  by  attempting  to  grind. 

It  is  an  unquestioned  fact  that  the  military  are  powerless  to  give  this 
necessary  protection. 

I  am,  etc.,  WAiiXEB  B.  Babkeb, 

Covunil. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  266.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Sagtui  la  Orande^  November  25 j  1897. 

SiB:  With  reference  to  the  distress  and  deaths  in  this  island,  I  beg 
to  submit  the  following  relative  to  this — Santa  Clara — ^province* 

As  has  been  my  custom  for  the  past  five  months,  I  have  just  made 
the  monthly  trip  of  investigation  in  this  consular  district,  embracing 
a  large  part  of  the  territory  of  the  province.  Appended  is  the  official 
mortality  list  of  each  of  the  judicial  districts  comprising  the  province 
known  as  "  Cinco  Villas  ^  (five  towns)  from  January  1  to  November  15, 
1897,  inclusive,  viz: 

Santa  Clara 27,900 

Sagua 16,583 

CienfViegos 14,263 

RemedioB 11,416  Total 80,589 

Add  to  this  25  per  cent  for  the  number  of  which  no  record  has  been 
kept.  •  •  •  I  deem  a  conservative  estimate  would  make  the  grand 
total  100,736  deaths. 

In  truth,  after  talking  with  both  military  and  judicial  officers,  I  regard 
this  rather  under  than  above  the  actual  deaths  for  the  period  stated* 


Sancti  Espiritus 5,  482 

Trinidad 4,946 
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rndoubtedly  one-half  the  concentrated  people  have  died;  and  today 
Spanish  soldiers  are  companion  victims  to  the  surviving  noneombatants. 

The  inclosed  slip  (inclosore  l^o.  1),  showing  the  number  of  deaths, 
official,  in  the  small  mnuicipal  district  of  San  Juan  de  la  Yeras,  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  rapid  increase  from  month  to  month,  as  will  also 
the  clippings  (inclosnre  Ko.  2),  cut  from  the  local  papers,  show  that  the 
aatborities  no  longer  conceal  these  facts,  as  was  done  under  the  retired 
(.■aptain-GeneraL  This  appalling  death  roll  is  mute,  yet  convincing, 
proof  of  the  terrible  destruction  of  life  under  the  main  policy  pursued  in 
;&ttempting  to  subjugate  the  island.  The  heavens,  it  would  appear,  weep 
for  despoiled,  distressed  Cuba,  for  during  the  present  month  the  fall 
of  rain  has  been  almost  phenomenal.  I  have  to  reiterate,  the  authori- 
ties, however  great  the  desire  to  do  so,  are  utterly  helpless  to  ameliorate 
the  dire  distress  that  must  continue  to  increase.    •    •    • 

Belative  to  furnishing  protection  to  the  mills  to  grind,  how  is  it  i)os8i- 
ble  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  safeguard  extended  planters  in  making 
the  previous  crop  enabled  them  to  grind  less  than  one*third  of  the 
asoal  yield,  while  the  military  force  available  to-day  is  not  half  in 
nambers  as  at  that  time. 

With  me  the  conviction  is  &mly  rooted  that  within  sixty  days  90 
percent  of  the  populace  will  reach  a  state  of  craving  hunger,  without 
oatside  aid,  nor  do  I  feel  that  I  am  speaking  chimerically  when  I 
ificlnde  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Spanish  army. 

Tlie  true  status,  as  viewed  at  present,  will  bear  out  this  opinion.    The 
"^affering  among  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  reconcentrados,  simply  beg- 
gars portrayal,  while  discontent  ripens  daily. 
I  am,  etc., 

Walter  B.  Barker, 

ConsttL 


flnolosure  1  in  Xo.  2<16.] 

Jumber  of  de€Uha  each  month  from  January  J  to  yovember  15,  1897,  in  the  municipal  dh- 

irici  of  San  Juan  de  lot  Llerat, 

[Imported  ofBcially.] 

January 17  ',  Angnst 366 

February 18  (September 377 


October 417 

November — to  15th 275 


March 17 

April 55 

May 117 

June 265,  Total 2,267 

July 343 


[Enclosure  2  in  Xo.  266.~Trnn»lation.] 

Vahious  News. 

Daring  the  month  of  October  last  886  deaths  occurred  in  Santa  Clara. 
There  were  44  births  only. 

HOKROR. 

£1  UnlTerao.  a  daily  conatitational  paper,  which  is  published  in  Santa  Clara,  says: 

In  the  montn  of  October  last  886 persons  died  at  Santa  Clara. 

This  is  the  natural  consequence  of  one  of  the  many  humanitary  proceedings  of 

^eyler—tha  ^' concentration"  without  food.    And  this  is  said  by  £1  Universoy  the 

Inion  constitational  daily  paper,  etc.,  etc.    Horror  I 
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Mr,  Barker  to  Mr,  Day, 

Ko.  270.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagtta  la  Grande,  December  13, 1S97. 

Sir  :  Confident  of  the  desire  of  the  Department  to  keep  in  touch  with 
affairs  under  the  new  regime,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following: 

In  order  either  to  qualify  or  confirm  my  !No.  264,  of  the  20th  instant, 
wherein  I  stated  the  claim  made  by  the  authorities  that  the  people  wert 
cultivating  the  soil,  rations  issued  daily  to  the  needy,  and  protect lou 
given  to  the  mills  so  as  to  grind  the  present  crop  was  not  iu  accordame 
with  my  observations,  I  have  within  the  past  few  days  visited  five  oi 
the  principal  railroad  towns  iu  this  consular  district — ^viz,  Santa  Clara, 
Cruces,  E&peranza,  Jicotea,  and  Santo  Domingo.  The  destltutiou  ii< 
simply  too  harrowing  to  recite  and  must  become  intensified  each  day. 
The  death  rate  for  last  month  shows  an  increase  of  about  25  per  cent. 

In  these  towns  I  got  my  information  from  the  mayors  of  eaclu  From 
them  I  learned  that  while  an  issue  of  food,  running  from  three  to  five 
days,  had  been  made,  beginning  on  the  28th  ultimo,  consisting  of  3 
ounces  bacon  or  jerked  beef  and  G  ounces  rice  for  adults,  with  ball 
this  allowance  for  children  under  14  years,  the  pittance  given  was 
sufficient  only  for  one-fourth  to  one-tenth  of  the  starving.  No  far- 
ther relief  has  been  given  up  to  date.  On  the  contrary,  the  mayors  of 
Santa  Clara,  Cruces,  and  Santo  Domingo  are  authority  for  stating  tbe 
Captain- General  had  ordered  that  after  the  8th  instant  any  issue  of  food 
to  the  ^^concentrados''  be  discontinued.  I  inclose  herewith  a  clippiu;: 
firom  a  local  paper  of  Santa  Clara  confirming  this.  I  have  also  read  it 
in  more  than  one  other  Spanish  journal. 

The  mayor  of  Santa  Clara  stated  to  me  that  the  Captain-General  a 
week  since  directed  him  to  call  on  the  commissary  of  the  army  for  o^i^^^ 
rations  for  relief  purposes,  which  he  said  was  sufficient  to  feed  the  sut 
fering  people  but  for  one  day.    This  officer^s  answer  was  he  could  not 
do  so,  as  ail  Government  supplies  on  hand  would  be  required  to  feel 
the  army.    The  mayor  stated,  also,  that  in  presenting  this  order  to  tiit* 
military  commander  he  was  ordered  by  him  under  no  circumstances  \o 
give  food  to  anyone  having  relatives  in  the  insurrection,  which  b« 
informed  me  would  exclude  75  per  cent  of  the  destitute.    I  know  that 
in  Sagua  and  other  points  orders  for  food  have  been  given  on  the  4*00) 
missary  departments  of  the  army,  but  invariably  refused,  as  being 
needed  for  the  soldiers.    I  reiterate,  however  sincere  be  the  authoritif> 
to  provide  for  the  large  number  of  "concen trades''  who  dare  not  return 
to  the  country,  the  fact  that  they  are  utterly  powerless  to  do  so  can  not 
be  disguised. 

All  efforts  so  far  to  obtain  relief  by  popular  subscription  have  luvt 
with  signal  failure.  The  Cubans  are  too  poverty-stricken,  while  xhr 
Spaniards,  who  own  the  wealth,  will  contribute  nothing. 

In  my  recent  trip  I  found  that  the  Spanish  soldiers  are  not  only  snf- 
fering  for  necessary  food,  but  I  was  often  appealed  to  by  these  pitiable 
creatures  for  medicine.  One  has  only  to  look  upon  them  to  be  assurvrvl 
of  the  needs  complained  of. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  known  to  me  from  personal  investiga 
tion,  I  desire  to  renew  the  suggestion  made  to  the  Department  in  .% 
previous  dispatch,  that  the  dire  destitution  and  distress  of  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
the  people  •  *  *  appeals  for  immediate  assistance  to  a  charitable. 
Christian  people,  with  which  I  sincerely  hope  the  Department  may  no' 
deem  ill-advised  to  acquaint  the  people  of  the  United  States,  when  sxul 
a  response  will  be  made  as  will  bring  succor  to  a  stiirving  XK>pnlace« 
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It  is  proper  that  I  inform  the  Department  that,  added  to  the  universal 
destitation,  the  guerrillas  continue  to  attack  and  kill  the  noncombatants. 
•    •    *    As  stated,  the  guerrilla  chiefs  Garreras,  Olavarieta,  and  Lazo 
are,  if  possible,  more  active  in  their  cruel  warfare  on  <<  pacificos." 
I  am,  etCy 

Walter  B.  Babkeb, 

ConsuL 


\  loclcMiire  1  in  No.  270.— Translation.— From  La  Patria,  December  4,  1897,  of  Santa  Clara.J 

ENDING   OF  RATIONS. 

An  order  has  been  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Captain-General  directing 
that  from  the  8th  instant  the  issue  of  rations  to  reconcentrados  will  be  discontinued. 


[Inclosure  2  in  No.  270.— From  Diario  de  la  Marina,  December  13, 1807.] 
NewB  from  the  insurrection  by  our  special  reporters, 
[FroiD  Manzanillo,  December  9.] 

General  Pando,  ftom  what  may  be  gleaned  by  his  first  steps  in  the  district,  intends 
to  begin  an  active  campaign. 

'ilie  task  that  this  worthy  eeneral  undertakes  is  very  hard,  as  he  finds  himself  in 
a  part  of  tiie  country  where  daring  two  years  they  have  done  nothing  but  protect 
supply  trains,  giving  the  enemy  time  to  perfectly  organize  themselves,  a  condition 
they  possess,  get  together  ammonition,  and  establish  great  plantations,  where  they 
want  nothing. 

Uear  in  mind  that  in  saying  this  I  do  not  try  to  blame  the  action  of  various 
division  generalB  who  have  worked;  enough  have  they  achieved  to  hold  on,  Without 
means  of  any  kind  and  with  forces  devoured  almost  entirely  by  exhaustion  and 
feebleness. 

Another  of  the  great  obstacles  that  the  general  will  find  opposed  is  the  absence 
of  strategical  places  for  provisioning  the  troops,  because  Yara,  Zazzal,  Cuentas, 
Claras,  and  others  equally  necessary  now  were  destroyed. 

Be  it  known  that  tne  destruction  of  these  towns  was  effected  bv  order  of  General 
Weyler. 

[Translation.] 

Santiago  dk  Cuba,  December  8, 

Grinding, — The  sugar  estates  Union  and  Santa  Clara,  the  only  ones  that  can  work 
this  crop,  do  not  show  yet  any  indications  that  they  shall  prepare  for  work.  Both 
are  deprived  of  oxen,  it  being  very  difficult  to  acquire  them  now  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. 

Meat, — Yesterday  this  eatable  was  selling  at  50  cents  silver  per  pound — a  short  one. 

AURELIO. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

Ko.  271.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Orande,  December  15^  1897. 

Sns :  Thinking  it  may  interest  the  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to 
traDBmit  herewith  clippings  from  a  leading  Spanish  joarnal  published 
in  Havana,  •  •  •  calling  attention  to  the  inability  of  the  mills 
to  grind  in  the  Province  of  Santiago  de  Guba,  which  is  one  of  the 
obstacles  to  grinding  in  this  (Santa  Clara)  province,  were  the  planters 
able  to  pay  tribute  required  by  the  insurgents. 

The  grinding  season  being  at  hand  without  preaprations  having  been 
made  dissipates  all  hope  of  a  beginning. 
H.  Doc.  406 4 
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Not  to  ^ind  the  present  crop,  small  as  it  must  be,  will  bring  distress 
far  greater  than  can  be  imagined. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul. 


[Confldential.] 

Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

8agua  la  Orande^  December  28, 1897. 

Sir:  I  ask,  very  respectfully,  to  sabmit  the  following  for  yoor  con- 
sideration : 

Since  the  advent  of  the  new  government  in  this  island  I  have 
endeavored  to  keep  the  Department  informed  of  its  workings  in  this 
consular  district,  and  province  as  well. 

Thus  far  eveiy  material  fact  reported  has  been  verified.  The  saf- 
fering  and  destitution  among  the  concentrados  *  *  *  is  fearful, 
and  must  continue  to  grow  worse. 

How  could  the  situation  be  otherwise,  since  the  island  is  producing 
absolutely  nothing,  save  some  growing  cane,  and  at  the  same  time 
completely  exhausted  of  all  food.  Belief  alone  can  be  obtained  from 
the  outer  world  in  the  way  of  charitable  contributions. 

This — Santa  Olara — ^province  is  capable  this  season  of  producing, 
perhaps,  two-thirds  of  whatever  cane  might  be  made  in  the  entire 
island. 

To  grind  this  cane  without  interruption  would  be  the  means  of  sav- 
ing the  lives  of  thousands  who,  without  this  or  outside  aid  within  the 
next  thirty  to  fifty  days,  must  die  of  actual  hunger.  Over  a  month 
since  the  planters  were  officially  advised  of  Spain's  inability  to  provide 
protection  in  order  to  operate  their  mills.  This  leaves  the  sugar  grow- 
ers entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Cubans  in  revolt,  as  to  whether  they 
will  be  allowed  to  grind  without  hindrance  or  fear  of  total  destractiou 
of  their  property.  I  know  that  strict  orders  have  been  given  to  sub- 
ordinate commanders  under  no  circumstances  must  miUs  be  permitted 
to  grind,  under  penalty  of  violation  of  the  order  destruction  of  property. 
•  •••••• 

I 

Without  contributions  of  food  and  medicine  from  the  outer  world,  and 
at  once,  a  sacrifice  of  lives  will  ensue,  the  responsibility  for  whicu  no 
Christian  people  can  face. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  273.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

8agua  la  Orande,  January  8j  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  conformation,  copy  of 
my  telegram  of  even  date  sent  the  Department  through  our  honorable 
consul-general  at  Havana,  giving  number  of  paupers  in  this  consular 
district  and  province. 

Prompt  relief  in  the  way  of  medicines  as  well  as  food  will  save  many 
lives  of  this  unfortunate  class.  While  clothing,  as  stated,  is  ne«^ful* 
food  and  medicines  are  essential  to  save  life. 
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Yolnntaiy  letters  jnst  received  from  the  mayors  of  four  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  this  inmiediate  zone  show  not  only  the  necessity  for 
instant  BUGcor,  bat  evince  an  earnest  desire  on  the  i)art  of  these  recently 
installed  officials  to  render  aid  in  distributing  whatever  relief  the  chari- 
table people  of  the  United  States  may  send  this  suffering  people,  not 
forgetting,  as  I  diall  not,  the  many  Spanish  soldiers  whose  every 
appearance  is  indicative  of  destitution. 

This  consular  district— due  to  the  fact  that  nearly  thirty  towns  are 
embraced  in  it — will  require  more  or  less  expenditure  of  money  in  lieu 
of  food;  yet  I  am  assured  of  gratuitous  transportation  for  supplies  by 
the  Sagaa  BaiLroad. 

Within  a  few  days  I  hope  to  have  an  official  list  from  the  mayors  of 
the  niunber  of  destitute  in  their  respective  municipal  districts  to  for- 
ward to  the  Department. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  13.  Barker, 

Consul. 


[XnelMure  1  in  No.  878. — Tolegrun.] 
Mr.  Barker  to  Mr,  Day, 

Sagua,  December  8, 1S97, 

States  that  food,  medicinei  and  clothing  are  required  by  more  than  50,000  persona 
in  his  conaalar  district,  and  that  a  reliable  estimate  of  the  number  of  starving  in 
the  Sa^oA  province  is  100,000.  Advises  the  immediate  need  of  relief  by  supplies 
ihroui^  Consnl-Oeneral  Lee  at  Havana,  or  directly  by  the  Munson  Line.  Says  that 
aome  money  will  be  needed,  and  tiiat  municipal  authorities  will  aid  in  distributing 
sappliee  sent. 

Bakkxr,  Coneul. 


[InGlMara  2  in  No.  273.] 
Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Lee, 

Sagua,  December  S,  1897, 

Dear  8ir:  Ihand  you  herewith  a  telegram  which  I  be^  you  will  send  from  your 
offiee — ^by  cable— in  cipher  if  yon  deem  best. 
1  need  not  tell  you  tnat  the  siiaation  demands  immediate  action  and  relief. 
1  do  not  transmit  this  message  for  the  reason  I  have  no  cipher  ''  code.''    A  copy  of 
this  telegram,  with  reasons  for  sending  you  to  be  transmitted,  will  follow  in  a 
dispatch  to  the  Department. 

Youxa,  truly,  Waltkr  B.  Bakkxr, 

Coneul, 
S<yTK. — Should  the  Department  not  regard  it  ill-advised,  and  will  telegraph  me 
sathoritT  to  so  Act,  1  <^^^t  by  wiring  message  to  personal  mends  in  New  Orleans, 
HobUe,  Memphis,  Chattanooga,  Atlanta,  and  Charleston,  obtain  needed  contribu- 
tions much  more  promptly. 

Barker,  Coneul, 


Mr,  Barker  to  Judge  Day, 

!fo.  278.J  OOKSULATE  OP  THE   UNITED  STATES, 

Sagua  la  Orande,  January  15y  1898, 

Sis:  I  beg  to  submit  tbe  following:  In  this  consular  district  a  reign 
of  terror  and  anarchy  prevail  which  the  authorities,  be  they  so  dispos^, 
ftre  utterly  powerless  to  control  or  in  any  measure  subdue. 

Aside  firom  tiie  suffering  and  desperation  caused  by  the  unparalleled 
deetttatioiij  I  regard  the  situation  as  rapidly  assuming  a  critical  stage; 
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and  to  add  that,  as  stated  repeatedly  heretofore,  in  no  way  have  the 
authorities  departed,  in  fact,  from  the  policy  pnrsaed  by  the  late  (but 
not  lamented)  General  Weyler.  Spanish  troops  as  well  as  the  guerril- 
las, under  the  cruel  chiefs  Garreras,  Olavarrieta,  and  Lazo,  continue  to 
despoil  the  country  and  drench  it  with  the  blood  of  noncombatants. 
Although  the  <<bando"  of  the  Captain-General  provides  that  laborers 
may  return  to  estates  having  a  garrison,  last  week  a  number  belonging 
on  the  '^  Sta  Ana,"  located  within  a  league  of  Sagua,  and  owned  by  Mr. 
George  Thorndike,  of  Newport,  E.  I.,  were  driven  off  after  returning, 
and  refused  permit  as  a  protection  by  the  military  commander,  Mayor 
Lomo,  one  of  the  trusted  officers  under  the  Weyler  regime. 
I  am,  etc., 

WAI.TBR  B.  Babkbr. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Judge  Day, 

[Confidential.] 
OONSUIiATE   OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Sa^ua  la  Orande^  January  lOj  1898. 

Sir  :  Pardon  the  presumption,  if  presumption  it  be,  in  me  in  offering 
the  following  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  Department: 

When  Spain  will  admit  defeat  no  mortal,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
dare  predict.  That  her  plan  of  settlement — autonomy — ^is  a  failure,  and 
with  this  failure  passes  from  under  her  dominion  the  island,  is  not  to 
be  questioned. 

Pending  this  admission  on  her  part,  thousands  of  human  beings, 
guiltless  of  bringing  on  or  having  any  part  in  the  insurrection,  are 
dying  for  want  of  sustenance.    This  condition  mast  continue  to  increase. 

The  United  States  in  taking  action  relative  to  Cuba — which  seems 
inevitable — desires  to  avoid  a  clash  with  Spain.  Then  let  Oongress 
alter  our  citizenship  laws  by  amending  the  statute  relative  to  the  declar- 
ation required  of  persons  becoming  citizens  by  naturalization  so  that 
the  subject  or  citizens  of  any  government  at  present  residing  in  Cuba 
may  go  before  any  United  States  consul  in  that  island  and  make  declar- 
ation of  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  entitle  them  to  recognition  as  citizens  until  the  expiration  of  two 
years,  when  they  shall  be  required  to  reside  in  the  United  States  until 
five  years  shall  have  elapsed  before  being  granted  naturalization  papers. 

With  such  a  privilege,  I  am  confident  90  per  cent  of  the  resident 
Spaniards — ^the  hitherto  dominant  party  and  taxpayers — will  avail 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  (as  they  would  have  it)  of  rebuking  the 
mother  country  for  attempting  to  foist  upon  them  any  changes  in  the 
existing  laws  of  the  island.  Such  a  step  would  cause  the  home  subjects 
as  well  as  the  Government  to  acquiesce,  without  disturbance,  in  the 
loss  of  the  island.  To  this,  if  none  other,  there  may  be  constitutional 
objections. 

Again,  assuming  that  Spain  may  now  accept  the  ''good  offices"  of 
the  United  States  with  a  view  to  negotiating  a  peace  with  her  rebellious 
subjects,  let  an  armistice  for  sixty  days  be  suggested,  in  which  tim«' 
terms  of  settlement  to  be  discussed  between  the  authorities  and  tlie 
insurgents,  the  United  States  being  the  umpire. 

Pending  negotiations,  all  Spanish  troops  to  be  quartered  and  held  in 
the  larger  fortified  coast  towns,  in  orddr  that  the  ''concentrados'^  may 
return  to  the  country  to  arrange  to  subsist  themselves;  for,  be  it  under* 
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Stood,  that  the  proposed  relief  to  be  sent  ftx)m  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  Oovemment  aid  now  being  given  oar  citizens,  must  be  continued 
or  leave  the  people  to  starve,  so  long  as  there  is  an  armed  Spanish 
soldier  in  the  country,  since  these  i)eople,  for  fear  of  being  murdered, 
dare  not  go  to  their  country  homes. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

WAI.TEB  B.  Barker, 

COTIMUI, 


Mr,  Barker  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  284.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagna  la  Grande^  January  27^  1898. 

Sib  :  I  beg  to  inform  the  Department  that  smallpox,  referred  to  in 
my  No.  279  of  the  ISth  instant,  has  increased  to  an  alarming  extent. 
The  number  of  cases  and  mortality  amoug  the  ^'reconcentrados'"  is 
unprecedented  throughout  this  consular  district. 
I  am,  etc.. 

Walter  B.  Barker, 

CoTMUl, 


Mr,  Barker  to  Mr.  Day, 

No.  286.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sa^ua  la  Grande^  January  31j  1898. 

Sir  :  Belative  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  this  con- 
sular district,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  the  Department,  after  three 
months,  the  new  administration's  prog^as  and  repudiation  concerning 
the  abases  in  vogue  under  the  former  regime  reveal  the  following  facts : 

Of  those  herded  in  the  garrisoned  towns,  none  have  been  allowed  to 
return  to  their  landed  estates.  Some  few  who  did  venture  to  go  to  their 
farms  under  a  pledge  of  protection  from  the  military  commander  of  the 
province — ^to  whom  I  will  not  impute  bad  faith — were  driven  off  by 
guerrillas.  *  *  *  At  my  suggestion  several  families  returned  to  the 
American-owned  ^'Central  Santa  Anna,"  the  owner  having  been  forced 
to  abandon  the  property  in  order  to  prevent  further  spoliation  of  the 
mill  machinery.  Although  a  Oovernment  guard  is  stationed  on  the 
place,  they  (former  tenants)  were  ordered  to  leave. 

Application  was  made  to  the  military  commander  *  *  *  for 
authority  to  return  unmolested,  which  was  refused. 

Over  two  months  since,  two  of  our  citizens  notified  me  they  had  dis- 
covered in  possession  of  the  local  guerrillas  ten  or  twelve  head  of  their 
horses,  seized  by  said  guerrillas.  I  addressed  the  military  commander 
of  Sagna,  *  •  •  asking,  upon  proof  of  ownership,  their  stock  to 
be  restored.  Nothing  has  been  done;  while  these  American  citizens — 
botli  in  affluence  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion — are  to-day  depend- 
ent on  charity. 

One  sugar  mill  is  running,  not  without  interruption,  with  chances  of 
making  one-fourth  of  a  crop.  Another— just  started  up — was  attacked 
yesterday  by  a  band  of  insurgents,  killing  14  and  wounding  5  of  the 
guerrillas  paid  by  the  estate  to  protect  the  operatives.  Seven  laborers 
were  killed,  the  insurgents  leaving  two  of  their  dead. 

An  adjoining  estate,  the  proi)erty  of  the  British  consul,  was  also 
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attacked,  the  growing  cane  burned.  This  precludes  farther  attempts 
to  grind,  as  men  can  not  be  induced  to  work  while  the  insurgents  roam 
at  will  over  the  country. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul. 


Mr,  Barker  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  288.J  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

8a^ua  la  Orande,  February  17^  1898, 

Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  the  following: 

It  is  proper  that  I  inform  the  Department  that  the  ravage  of  small- 
pox has  reached  a  point  where  the  physicians,  few  in  number,  without 
proper  means  of  treating,  as  well  as  no  nurses,  can  not  cope  with  it.  I 
have  cabled  our  dispatch  agent  in  New  fork  for  an  additional  supply 
of  virus. 

I  was  informed  by  the  mayor  of  this  city  only  yesterday  that  he  was 
just  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  government  of  the  province 
stating  no  funds  to  feed  the  starving  were  obtainable.  In  reply  to  my 
query  why  he  did  not  send  a  number  of  them  to  the  country,  he  stated 
that  the  military  commander  refused  to  grant  this  permission. 
I  am,  etc., 

Walter  B.  Barker, 

Consul. 


Mr,  Barker  to  Mr,  Day, 

No.  294.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sagua  la  Orande^  March  12^  1898, 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  distribution  to  and  requirement  for  the 
concentrados  in  my  consular  district,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  for 
the  information  of  the  Department: 

From  the  15th  of  last  month,  through  cash  donations  made  to  this 
consulate,  direct,  through  personal  appeal,  I  cared  for  1,200  x^ersons. 
By  the  1st  instant  these  contributions  increased  so  as  to  enable  the 
committee  to  increase  the  relief  list  to  2,000.  This  has  been  maintained 
until  now ;  but  as  the  FerUy  with  35  tons,  should  arrive  to-morrow,  the 
Sagua  relief  can  be  continued. 

About  a  week  since  I  received  the  first  shipment  of  supplies,  about 
twenty  tons  being  sent  from  Havana  under  direction  of  the  Bed  Cioss 
branch  in  that  city.  All  this  I  distributed  among  ten  of  the  twenty- 
two  towns  I  had  managed  to  investigate,  using  none  for  Sagua; 
there  being  five  others  not  yet  looked  into  out  of  the  twenty^seven 
cities  and  towns  in  my  zone.  I  believe  that  with  the  assistance  of  a 
very  able  local  committee,  that  I  have  this  relief  reduced  to  a  kind  oi 
system  so  as  to  avoid  as  little  abuse  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time 
care  for  the  most  deserving. 

For  instance,  about  sixty  days  ago,  the  mayors  of  these  towns  fur- 
nished, by  request,  this  office  with  the  number  they  claimed  as  actually 
destitute  in  their  several  municipal  districts,  which  footed  up  over 
50,000  persons.  Estimating  a  decrease  irom  death  of  10,000,  woult^ 
leave,  say  40,000. 


CUBAX   COBRB8PONDENCE.  65 

From  the  investigation  so  far  made,  I  estimate  if  provision  can  be 
made  to  care  for  25,000,  whatever  may  beieft  will  manage  to  survive. 

Upon  this  estimate  I  beg  to  say  that  to  keep  this  number  alive  will 
require  80  tons  per  month. 

With  the  supplies  reported  in  transit  we  can  carry  them  through 
nntil  the  12th  of  the  coming  month  (April). 

While,  as  stated  in  a  very  recent  dispatch  to  tbe  Department,  the 
mihtaiy  have  thrown  every  conceivable  obstacle  in  the  way  of  carrying 
out  this  humane  work,  I  have,  when  convinced  of  their  sincerity,  acted 
in  conjunction  with  the  civil  authorities. 

Of  the  5,000  utterly  destitute  in  this  city,  the  mayor,  by  popular 
subscription,  has  made  an  effort  to  issue  a  scant  ration  of  rice  and 
beans  to  about  one-tbird  of  this  number.  Yesterday  he  called  to  say 
that  he  had  a  telegram  from  the  acting  Spanish  minister  in  Washing- 
ton, suggesting  that  he  offer  to  aid  me  in  the  distribution  of  the  sup- 
plies being  sent  from  the  United  States;  that  he  had  no  funds  witb 
which  to  do  anything. 

Being  a  good  active  man,  I  gladly  accepted  the  offer  of  his  services. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  say  to  the  Department  that  Senor  Leonardo 
Chia,  ^^administrador"  of  the  Sagua,  as  also  the  '^  admin istradores"  of 
the  Santa  Clara  and  Cienfuegos  railroads,  have  not  only  transi)orted 
free  tbe  supplies  for  the  reconcentrados,  but  have  used  extra  effort  to 
have  them  reach  destination  in  due  time. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

ConsuL 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

No.  205.]  OONSULATE  OP  THE   UNITED  STATES, 

Sa^ua  la  Orande^  March  14^  1898. 

Sib  :  The  inclosed  letter  fi*om  Mr.  Y alle,*  of  Sancti  Espiritus,  whom 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  not  misrepresent  tbe  case,  together 
with  the  fact  that  in  other  places  I  find  I  have  underestimated  the 
number  in  my  Jurisdiction  in  need  of  relief.  It  is  therefore  that  I  beg 
to  increase  the  amount  required,  as  stated  in  my  No.  294,  of  the  12th 
instant,  from  80  to  100  tons  per  month. 

I  am,  etc,  Walter  B.  Barker, 

ConsuL 


[Telegram.] 

Mr,  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

Sagua  la  Grande,  March  24, 1898. 
Day,  WckehingUm: 

Closer  investigation  disclose  larger  number  destitute  than  estimates 
sent.    Fifty  tons  needfal  now.    Distress  far  greater  than  my  rex>ort8 

show. 

Barker,  Consul. 

*  Letter  referred  to  implores  medicines  and  provisionB. 
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Mr.  Barker  to  Mr,  Day. 

Fo.  297.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sa^ua  La  Orande,  March  21^  1898.    (Received  March  30.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  since  forwarding  my  Ko.  294  of  the 
12th  instant,  wherein  I  gave  the  Department  approximately  the  amount 
of  food  required  for  my  zone  per  month,  I  find  many  ontlying — ^interior — 
villages,  of  which  I  had  no  account,  neglected  and  in  great  want.  To 
this  very  class,  located  in  the  interior  towns,  I  have  given  special  atten- 
tion, but  it  has  been  impossible  to  care  for  all  immediately.  For  instance, 
the  relief  committee  to  whom  supplies  were  sent  in  Santa  Olara,  seat  of 
government  of  the  province,  inform  me  to-day  that  in  a  small  town 
near  there  are  300  persons  in  pressing  need.  To-day  I  wired  Mr.  Loais 
Klopsch,  of  the  Christian  Herald  and  Oentral  Cuban  Belief  Committee, 
who  is  now  in  Havana,  that  20  tons  additional  required  till  1st  proximo, 
and  to  know  if  he  could  supply  this.  As  yet  no  reply  has  been  receivedl 
A  very  large  proportion  of  these  i)oor  creatures  being  actually  ill,  other 
medicine  than  quinine  is  required,  as  also  medicinal  wines  and  nouriBh- 
iug  food  for  them. 

I  beg  to  inclose  herewith  a  list  of  towns  to  which.  I  have  and  am  send- 
iug  supplies.    There  are  perhaps  six  to  eight  more  requiring  relief. 

In  this,  Sagua  la  Grande,  the  number  on  the  relief  list  exceeds  4,000. 
The  authorities  have  given  up,  turning  over  to  my  committee  their 
^^  kitchen," which  is  being  run  by  them,  as  is  also  the  ^< dispensary"  for 
sick  children. 

The  committee  inform  me  since  beginning  the  relief  the  death  rate 
has  fallen  from  25  to  30  as  low  as  4  to  7  per  day. 

•  •*•••# 

T  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  B.  Barker, 


tlnolosure  No.  297.] 
List  of  eities  and  iauma  being  supplied  from  the  consul  at  Sagua  la  Grande. 

Sagna  la  Grande.  Sitiecito.  Santo. 

Santa  Clara.  Rodrigo.  Camajaani. 

Santi  SpirituB.  Rancho  Veloz.  Caibarien. 

Ban  Juan  de  loe  Remedios.  Carahatas.  Yaffuajay. 

Eaperanza.  Vueltas.  8eibabo. 

Cnices.  Vega  Alta.  Quern  ado  de  Q nines. 

8anto  Domuigo.  Vega  de  Palma.  Caguaffuas. 

Enomcijada.  Mata.  Ysabem. 

Calabazar.  Quinta.  Victoria. 

Cifuentes.  Viana.  San  Diego  del  Valle. 

Sitio  Qraude.  Jicotea.  Lajas. 


Mr.  Barker  to  Mr.  Day. 

Ko.  299.]  Consulate  op  United  States, 

Sa^ua  la  Orande^  March  24^  1896. 

Sir:  I  visited  seat  of  government  of  this  province,  Santa  Olara, 
where  I  learned,  not  alone  ftom  trustworthy  persons  sent  out  by  me  for 
the  pur]K)se,  but  also  the  civil  governor,  that  the  number  of  persons  in 
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aetoal  want  exceeds  any  estimate  I  have  sent  the  Department.  The 
distress  is  simply  heartrending.  Whole  families  without  clothing  to 
hide  nakedness,  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground,  without  bedding  of  any 
kind,  without  food,  save  to  such  as  we  have  been  able  to  reach  with 
provisions  sent  by  our  noble  people;  and  the  most  distressing  feature 
is  that  fully  50  pec  cent  are  ill,  without  medical  attention  or  medicine. 

If  $5,000  could  be  telegraphed  to  our  honorable  consul-general  at 
Havana,  blankets,  cots,  and  medicine  could  be  purchased  here  in  the 
^several  towns  adyacent,  and  save  thousands  who  must  die  if  to  await 
their  being  sent  from  the  United  States.  I  have  found  the  civil  gov- 
ernor willing  to  lend  every  aid  in  his  power;  but  he  admits  he  can  do 
nothing  but  assist  with  his  civil  officers  in  expediting  relief  sent  by  the 
United  States.    The  military  obstruct  in  every  way  possible. 

•  •  #  The  Department  will  bear  in  mind  the  towns  I  am  trying  to 
reach  with  relief  will  number  over  forty. 

I  am,  etc.,  Walteb  B.  Barker, 

Consvh 


[G»«ette  of  Mtdiid,  Friday,  November  9«,  1897.] 

OmciAL. — ^Prxsidbncv  of  thx  Council  ok  Mikibtkrs. 

6TATXMKNT. 

Maham  :  At  the  thne  when  an  aatonomlo  oonstitntion  is  giyea  to  the  islands  of 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rioo,  wbiob  intmsta  to  their  own  initiative  the  maoagement  aud  tot- 
•rniDent  {ft  their  local  intereetSi  it  is  of  paramount  importance  to  strengthen 
eoBfltitntional  nnity,  as  the  stannchest  basis  on  which  the  integrity  of  oar  territory 
re«ta. 

Thia  aim  of  all  the  liberal  parties,  recognised  in  principle  by  the  decree  of  April  3, 
1881,  has,  howoTer,  failed  or  accomplishment  in  the  form  to  which  the  people  of  the 
Antulea  are  entitled.  They  frequently  complain  of  and  deplore  irritating  Inequali- 
tiea  which  are  of  themseWes  sufficient  to  namper,  if  not  totally  to  preclude,  the 
eiyoTiBant  of  constitutional  liberty.  Indeed ,  these  liberties,  as  they  are  disclosed  in 
the  nmdanieatal  code,  consist  of  declarations  of  rights  and  guarantees  that  are  sub- 
sequently sanctioned  and  developed  in  a  series  of  organic  laws,  complements  of  the 
comatitntion,  as  provided  in  its  fourteenth  article,  which  devolves  on  special  laws 
"the  rules  whicn  must  secure  to  the  Spaniards  reciprocal  respect  for  the  rights 
herein  granted|  and  at  the  same  time  determine  the  civil  responsibility  and  th<^  pen- 
alty to  which  officers  of  all  classes  who  infringe  the  rights  set  forth  in  Title  I  must 
be  held  liable. 

It  follows  that  if,  through  arbitrary  provisions  for  which  no  remedy  exists,  through 

Eenalties  imposed  in  the  orders  of  governors-general,  or  through  the  omissions  of 
fcWB  of  procedure,  the  citizen  may  be  restrained,  molested,  or  even  deported  to  dis- 
tant parta  of  the  territory,  he  finds  it  impossible  to  exercise  his  riffht  to  speak, 
think,  and  write,  or  to  enjoy  freedom  of  teaching  and  religious  toleration,  or  to 
avail  himaelf  of  the  riffht  of  meeting  and  associating. 

And  yet  the  whole  xonndation  of  modem  law  rests  on  the  regular  and  orderly 
exercise  of  these  rights^  therefore,  wherever  it  is  limited  equality  before  the  law 
ceases  and  with  it  constitutional  unity.  Then  arise  these  perverted  feelings  which 
are  carried  to  the  extent  of  attacking  the  integrity  of  the  territory.  The  geograph- 
ical bond  with  all  its  attractions  and  aliurements  can  not  cause  that  other  aspiration 
U>  be  forgotten,  which,  while  it  g^ows  out  of  the  same  human  instinct,  is  deeper  and 
luore  eaaeotial. 

It  ia  therefore  good  policy,  at  all  events  it  is  an  act  of  strict  Justice,  to  do  all 
that  is  in  the  power  of  the  Government,  to  the  end  that  the  Constitution  be  at  once 
extended  in  its  entirety  to  the  territory  of  the  Antilles,  that  every  vestige  of  in- 
equality may  be  removed,  and  that  our  legislation  be  tnoroughly  revlned,  so  that 
there  can  be  no  Spaniard  who,  through  confusion  or  error,  may  lack  the  protection 
of  the  law. 

This  ia  certainly  the  intent  of  article  89  of  the  constitution.  The  provision  by  which 
it  leaves  to  the  discretion  of  the  governments  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  laws 
are  to  lie  applied  to  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  does  more  than  grant  the 
scthority ;  it  imposes  on  the  Government  the  duty  to  publish  this  decree  at  the  very 


58  CUBAN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

time  when  it  submits  to  your  majesty  the  other  measore  which  is  aboat  to  give  t<o 
oiir  brethren  in  the  Antilles — the  right  to  govern  themselves.  The  fiill  valae  of  tbat 
measure  would  not  be  appreciated  if  suspicion  and  distruBt,  closely  follpwed  by 
arbitrariness,  should  prevail  in  the  regions  of  the  Central  Power. 

Inasmuch  as  we.  in  the  peninsula,  have  come  to  the  belief  that  all  executive  func- 
tions can  be  disonarged  within  the  constitution  of  the  State  and  under  the  la^rs 
enacted  for  its  execution;  inasmuch  as  instances  of  resort  to  force,  against  whicb, 
however,  the  law  of  public  order  is  deemed  adequate,  are  not  lacking  here,  we 
should  show  ourselves  to  be  illogical,  and,  consequently,  lose  the  authority  re<^tiisite 
for  forceful  government,  if  we  did  not  proclaim,  as  the  foremost  and  most  sii^iil- 
cant  part  of  the  transformation  effected  in  our  colonial  regime,  that  oonstitutiozial 
unity  which  is  the  bond  that  unites  all  Spaniards,  and  under  which  the  ftee  local 
government  of  those  valued  territories  will  restore  confidence  in  the  mother  ooan- 
try.  and  thus  will  unmistakable  evidence  be  given  of  the  sincerity  with  which  she 
seeks  to  render  her  sovereignty  beloved. 

Resting  on  the  foregoing  reasons,  the  Government  has  the  honor  to  submit  the 
appended  draft  of  a  decree  to  your  ms^esty's  approval. 

At  the  royal  feet  of  your  majesty. 

Praxedbs  Mateo  Saoasta. 

Madrid,  November  S5, 1897. 


Royal  Decree. 

In  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  my  council  of  ministers  and  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  conferred  on  my  Government  by  article  89  of  the  constitution,  in  the  name 
of  My  August  Son,  King  Alfonso  XII  I,  and  as  Queen  Regent  of  the  Kingdom,  I 
hereby  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  Spaniards  residing  in  the  Antilles  shall  eigoy,  on  equal  terms 
with  the  residents  ot  the  peninsula,  the  rights  granted  in  ^tle  I  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Monarchy  and  the  guarantees  whereby  tneir  exercise  is  secured  by  the  laws 
of  the  Kingdom. 

To  this  end,  and  conformably  to  article  89  of  the  constitution,  the  laws  by  which 
its  provisions  are  supplemented,  and  especially  that  of  criminal  prosecution,  that  of 
compulsory  expropnation,  that  of  public  instruction,  that  of  the  press,  and  of  meet- 
ing and  association,  and  the  code  of  military  justice,  shall  go  into  full  effect  in  the 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  so  that  article  14  of  the  constitution  may  be  exe- 
cuted in  its  entirety. 

Art.  2.  In  time  of  war  the  law  of  public  order  shall  be  enforced  in  the  Antilles 
with  the  limitation  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  article  17  of  the  constitution. 

Art.  3.  The  ministry  of  the  colonies,  after  hearing  the  council  of  state,  shall  revise 
the  legislation  of  the  Antilles  and  the  proclamations  published  by  the  Governors- 
General  since  the  promulgation  of  the  constitution,  and  shall  thereafter  publish 
the  results  of  such  revision,  to  the  end  that  henceforth  there  maj  be  neither  on  the 
part  of  the  executive,  nor  on  that  of  the  judiciary,  any  possibility,  through  error 
or  neglect,  either  of  citing  or  enforcing  provisions  that  are  at  variance  with  the  let- 
ter or  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy. 

Maria  Cristuta. 

The  president  of  the  council  of  ministers : 

Praxedbs  Mateo  Sagasta. 

Done  at  the  Palace,  November  25, 1897. 


STATEMENT. 

Madam  :  The  complement  of  the  decree  that  places  the  Spaniards  on  an  eoual  foot- 
ing  as  regards  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  their  constitutional  rights  and  tne  indis^ 
pensable  preparation  for  the  organization  of  local  government  in  the  Antilles  is  the 
enforcement  in  those  territories  of  the  law  of  electoral  suffrage  that  is  in  force  In 
the  Peninsula. 

To  effect  this  the  Government  might  have  confined  itself  to  the  reproduction,  pore 
and  simple,  of  that  law:  but  the  dlfflculty  of  so  doing  will  be  apparent  when  it  is 
remembered  that  in  oraer  to  give  the  greatest  security  to  the  electoral  right  the 
Cortes  of  the  Kingdom,  proceeding  with  forethought  and  in  their  desire  to  avoid 
impairing,  through  seemingly  unimportant  reglementary  provisions,  rights  that  have 
much  value  in  public  life,  sought  to  include  in  the  law  even  the  last  and  most  minaie 
regulations  that  govern  its  execution. 

For  this  purpose  there  are  in  it  two  kinds  of  provisious^-one  that  comprises  the 
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definition  of  the  right  and  the  gnArantee  of  the  catting  of  the  vote,  the  other  that 
establi^es  the  conditions,  bo  to  speak,  preparatory  to  those  purposes.  Hence  the 
necessity  of  discrixninating  between  these  two  parts  of  the  law. 

The  first  nndonbtedly  possesses  a  character  that  yields  in  importance  to  constita- 
tional  proTiaions  only,  and  therefore  it  mnst,  like  these,  protect  itself  firom  the 
changes  and  modifications  to  which  legislation  is  frequently  exposed. 

It  merely  behooyee  the  Goremment  to  say  that  since  we  have  considered  it  good 
and  proper  for  the  Peninsula,  it  is  an  obligation  that  can  not  be  evaded,  to  extend  it 
and  apply  it  to  our  colonies. 

The  same  is  not  the  case,  however,  as  regards  the  mode  of  procedure. 

So  far  aa  It  possesses  that  character  in  the  exercise  of  snfiVage,  in  the  taking  of 
Che  eensna,  in  the  manner  of  casting  the  vote,  in  the  preliminaries  of  the  election,  in 
ihe  organization  of  the  colleges,  even  in  the  qualifications  of  the  electors,  there  are 
ftoch  aifferent  points  of  view,  according  to  the  traditions^  the  geography,  and  the 
component  parts  of  a  people,  that  it  would  be  more  than  illogical,  nay,  would  lead 
to  a  resolt  aiametricallv  opposed  to  that  which  is  had  iu  view,  to  shape  the  electoral 
procedure  of  the  Antilles  in  the  peninsular  mold,  especially  when  the  creation  of 
self-government  and  of  parliamentary  organisms  that  are  to  be  the  expression  of  the 
will  of  the  neople  demand  that  the  regulation  of  what  relates  to  the  exercise  and 
security  of  the  electoral  right  be  intrusted  to  them. 

In  view  of  these  weighty  considerations,  the  Government  has  thought  that  after 
separating  all  that  refers  to  the  definition  and  recognition  of  the  rignt  of  suffrage 
iirom  what  might  be  called  the  constitution  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico, 
in  order  that,  in  any  case,  it  may  be  modified  by  a  law,  it  ought  to  intrust  all  the 
regnlations,  which  will  be  many  m  number  and  complicated  in  their  development, 
to  the  inaular  Parliament,  feeling  certain  that  no  one  possesses  to  a  greater  extent 
the  ccmditions  necessary  for  success  in  adapting  them  to  the  habits  and  character  of 
the  population. 

The  flexibility  thus  acquired  by  the  electoral  procedure  will  undoubtedly  enable  it 
to  identify  itself  with  the  conditions  of  those  innabitants,  and  to  render  the  exercise 
of  anfiirage  practical  and  fruitful,  as  no  one  can  have  more  interest  in  its  success 
than  those  who  are  to  be  govemea  by  it. 

On  the  basis  of  these  considerations,  the  Government  has  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  approval  of  your  majesty  the  accompanying  draft  of  a  decree. 

At  yoor  majesty's  royal  feet. 

Pkaxedbs  Mateo  Saoasta. 

3ftADlUD,  Horemher  So,  1897. 


Royal  Dkcrer. 

In  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  my  council  of  ministers,  and  in  virtue  of  tbe 
power  conferred  upon  my  Government  by  article  89  of  the  constitution  of  the  mon- 
archy, in  the  name  of  my  august  son.  King  Alfonso  XIII,  and  as  Queen  Regent  of 
the  Kingdom,  I  decree  as  fol^ws : 

Ajcticlb  1.  The  electoral  law  of  June  26,  1890,  shall  be  promulgated  and  observed 
in  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  with  the  modifioations  that  have  been  intro- 
duced in  the  text  that  follows  this  decree,  with  a  view  to  its  adaptation  to  the 
eonditiona  of  those  territories. 

AST.  II.  The  regulations  and  other  necessary  provisions  for  the  execution  of  the 
preaent  decree,  widch  the  Government  shall  before  the  Cortes,  shall  be  pre- 

pared by  the  ministry  of  the  colonies. 

Maria  Cristika. 

The  president  of  the  council  of  ministers: 

Praxedss  Mateo  Saoasta. 

Done  at  the  Palace  this  25th  day  of  November,  1897. 


Adaptation  of  the  Electoral  Law  of  June  S6, 1890,  to  the  ielanda  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, 

TITLE  I.— General  Provisions  for  Elections. 

Chapter  I.— 0/  the  right  to  vote. 

AJtTXCi.x  1.  All  male  Spaniards  over  2.5  years  of  age  that  shall  be  in  the  full  ei\joy- 
ment  of  their  civil  rights,  and  inhabitants  of  a  municipal  district  in  which  they 
&kail  have  reaided  at  least  two  years,  shall  be  voters  in  the  islands  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico. 
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Soldiers  and  sailors  serving  in  the  army  or  navy  shall  not  be  allowed  to  vote  while 
so  serving. 

The  same  suspension  is  ordered  as  regards  those  serving  nnder  similar  circam- 
stances  in  other  armed  bodies  depending  on  the  State,  province,  or  municipality. 

Art.  II.  The  following  persons  shall  not  be  voters : 

(1)  Those  who  by  an  unappealable  sentence  have  been  condemned  to  perpetual 
deprivation  of  political  rights  and  public  offices,  although  the^  may  have  been  par- 
doned, unless  they  have  previously  obtained  personal  rehabilitation  by  means  of  a 
law. 

(2)  Those  who,  by  an  unappealable  sentence,  have  been  condemned  to  imprison- 
ment, unless  they  have  obtained  rehabilitation  at  least  two  years  before  their  enroll- 
ment in  the  census. 

(3)  Those  who,  having  been  condemned  to  other  x>enaltie8  by  an  unappealable 
sentence,  shall  not  furnish  evidence  that  they  have  served  out  those  penalties. 

(4)  Bankrupts,  not  rehabilitated  according  to  law,  and  who  do  not  ftumish  docu- 
mentary evidence  that  they  have  met  all  their  obligations. 

(5)  Debtors  to  public  funds  as  second  tax  payers. 

(6)  Those  who  are  inmates  of  charitable  institutions,  or  who  are  administrativelT 
authorized,  at  their  request,  to  ask  for  public  charity. 

Chapter  II. — Of  the  electoral  eenaue. 

Art.  3.  In  order  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage,  it  is  necessary  that  the  person  be 
inscribed  in  the  electoral  census;  that  is  to  say,  the  re^pster  oontainincr  toe  names 
and  the  paternal  and  maternal  surnames,  where  they  exist,  of  the  Spamsh  ciMsens 
who  have  a  right  to  vote. 

The  census  is  permanent,  and  shall  be  amended  only  by  the  annual  revision. 

Art.  4.  The  taking,  revision,  custody,  and  inspection  of  the  census  shall  be  nnder 
the  charge,  in  accordance  with  their  respective  powers,  of  the  central  board  estab- 
lished by  the  law  of  June  26»  1890,  concerning  provincial  boards  and  of  maniclpal 
boards,  which  shall  be  styled  the  electoral  census  boards. 

The  provincial  boards  shall  sit  in  the  capitals  of  each  province,  and  the  mnnicipal 
boards  shall  sit  in  each  municipality.    They  shall  all  be  of  a  permanent  character. 

The  provincial  boards  shall  be  presided  over  by  the  iudges  of  the  snjierior  court 
(audencia)  of  such  province  as  may  be  designated  by  tne  president  of  the  superior 
district  court  to  which  that  audencia  belongs ;  and  the  municipal  boards  (shall  be 
presided  over)  by  the  judges  of  first  instance,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  public  officers 
selected  for  that  purpose  by  the  president  of  the  superior  court  of  the  province. 

The  number  of  the  members  of  the  provincial  boards  shall  be  fifteen,  and  the  pres- 
ence of  nine  members  shall  be  requisite  for  deliberation  or  for  taking  action. 

The  following  persons  shall  be  members  of  the  provincial  boards : 

(1)  The  president  and  the  vice-president  of  the  deputation  conoemed. 

(2)  The  senior  ex-president  of  the  same  deputation  residing  in  the  province. 

(3)  Four  taxpayers  chosen  by  lot  from  among  those  paying  the  first  assessment  of 
the  land  tax,  who  are  residents  of  the  province. 

(4)  Four  taxpayers  chosen  by  lot  from  among  those  paying  the  first  asaessmiiut  of 
the  industrial  tax,  wlio  are  residente  of  the  province. 

(5)  Four  residents  of  the  province,  furnishing  proof  by  means  of  official  docu- 
ments, of  their  professional  or  academic  character. 

The  substitutes  for  the  taxpayers  shall  be  eight  persons  reaiding  in  the  pi-ovince 
and  paying  the  largest  assessments  of  the  land  tax,  and  eight  persons  residing  in  thr 
province  and  paying  the  largest  assessments  of  the  industrial  tax,  and  the  substi- 
tutes of  the  residents  having  official  titles  shall  be  persons  possessing  the  same 
qualifications  as  are  required  of  them.    They  shall  all  be  chosen  by  lot. 

The  choice  by  lot  of  the  taxpayers,  professional  men  and  their  substitutes  shall  be 
made  publicly  before  the  superior  court  of  each  province  by  the  presiding  judge  of 
that  court. 

The  following  persons  shall  be  members  of  the  municipal  boards : 

(1)  The  alcalde  (mayor)  and  the^syndic  of  the  city  council. 

(2)  The  municipal  judge  and  the' municipal  attorney. 

(3)  Ex-alcaldes  residing  in  the  municipal  district. 

(4)  Four  of  the  chief  payers  of  the  land  tax,  and  four  of  the  chief  payers  of  the 
industrial  tax,  residing  in  the  municipal  district. 

(5)  Four  residents  of  the  municipal  district,  furnishing  proof,  by  means  of  official 
documents,  of  their  professional  or  academic  character. 

The  taxpayers  and  professional  men  shall  be  chosen  by  lot  by  the  president  of  th«* 
municipal  board,  at  a  public  meeting,  before  the  city  council,  iu  tlie  manner  pre- 
scribed for  the  provincial  boards. 

The  substitutes  shall  be  chosen  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner. 
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The  mnnioipal  boanlB  shall  not  deliberate  nor  take  any  action  nnlees  at  least 
twelve  memben  are  present. 

The  clerks  of  the  snperior  coarts  shall  be  the  secretaries  of  the  provincial  boards, 
and  tiie  elerka  of  the  courts  of  first  instance,  or,  in  their  absence,  the  clerks  of  the 
manicipal  eoqsrtSy  shall  be  the  secretaries  of  the  mnnicipal  boards. 

The  secretaries  shall  have  neither  a  Yoice  nor  a  vote,  and  shall  be  assisted  by  the 
employees  of  the  res|>ectiTe  secretariats. 

The  respective  presidents  shall  convene  the  members  and  snch  substitutes  as  they 
niay  deeni  necessary  for  all  the  sessions  the  boards  may  hold.  If,  in  spite  of  this,  a 
sufficient  nnmber  are  not  present,  the  session  shall  be  held  on  the  following  day, 
alter  the  substitutes  residing  in  the  capital  have  been  summoned,  in  addition  to  the 
members  present. 

Chapter  III. — Of  voting. 

Art.  3.  la  every  electoral  precinct  there  shall  be  a  board  charged  with  the  super- 
vision of  the  voting,  consisting  of  a  president  and  the  supervisors  (interventores) 
appointed  by  the  census  boara  and  by  the  candidates  who  nave  a  right  to  nominate 
them«  and  who  make  use  of  that  right. 

This  census  board  shall  be  the  provincial  board  in  the  ease  of  elections  of  deputies 
to  the  Cortes  and  of  representatives  or  provincial  deputies  to  the  Cortes,  and  of  rep- 
resentstiTes,  and  the  municipal  board  when  an  election  of  oouncilmen  (concejales) 
is  to  be  heldL 

Abt.  6.  In  every  summons  for  a  general  or  partial  election  a  single  day  shall  be 
designated  for  the  voting,  which  day  shall  always  be  Sunday. 

The  Toting  shall  take  place  simultaneously  in  all  the  precincts  on  the  day  fixed, 
be^nning  punctually  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  continuing  aninterruptedly 
until  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  shall  be  declared  finally  closed,  and  the 
coontini;  of  the  votes  shall  begin. 

AST.  7.  The  Toting  shall  be  secret,  by  ballot,  and  shall  be  conducted  in  the  man- 
ner presoiibed  by  the  regulations. 

Art.  8.  There  shall  in  no  case  be  an  armed  force  at  the  door  of  the  electoral  col- 
lege, nor  shsJl  anv  such  force  enter  it,  except  in  the  case  of  disturbance  of  the  public 
peftce  and  upon  tne  requisition  of  the  President. 

TITLE  II. — Special  Provisions  kor  the  Klkctions. 
Chaptrr  I. — Of  ike  election  of  eenators. 

Art.  9.  Spaniards  possessing  the  oualifications  required  by  article  22  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  monarchy,  are  elij^ble  to  the  office  of  senator,  provided  they  are  not 
included  in  any  of  the  cases  of  disability  or  incompatibility  fixed  by  law. 

Art.  10.  Elections  of  senators  shall  be  held  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  lawa  of  February  8, 1877,  and  of  January  — ,  1879. 

The  eenators,  after  they  have  been  admitted  by  the  senate,  represent  the  nation 
individually  and  collectively. 

Chapter  II. — Of  the  election  of  deputies  to  the  Cortee, 

Art.  11.  All  male  Spaniards  of  the  secular  order,  not  less  than  25  years  of  age,  in 
the  enj<nrment  of  all  civil  rights,  are  eligible  to  the  office  <»f  deputy  to  the  Corten, 
provided  they  are  not  incluoed  in  any  of  the  cases  of  disability  or  incompatibility 
fixed  by  law. 

Art.  12.  The  deputies  to  the  Cortes  shall  be  elected  directly  by  the  electors  of  the 
electoral  dietricta,  subject  to  this  law  and  the  regulations ;  but  after  they  have  been 
elected,  and  admitted  by  Congress,  they  represent  the  nation  individually  and 
oollectiToly* 

Art.  IB.  Those  provisions  of  the  electoral  law  of  the  peninsula  of  June  26,  1890, 

which  relate  specially  to  the  election  of  deputies  to  the  Cortes  and  the  discharge  of 

their  dnties,  apply  to  the  deputies  to  the  Cortes  from  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto 

Rico.     Hence,  tne  articles  in  question  are  inserted  as  an  appendix  to  the  present  law, 

n  the  form  in  which  they  are  to  be  observed  in  accordance  with  this  law. 

Chaptsb  m. — Of  the  election  of  counselors  of  administration,  representatives,  provin- 
cial deputies,  and  oouncilmen. 

Art.  14*  Those  Snaniards  may  be  counsellors  of  administration  and  representa- 
tives who  pofloees  tne  qualifications  required  for  those  offices  by  the  constitution  of 
the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico. 
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Abt.  15.  SpaniardB  having  the  qualifications  required  for  deputies  to  the  CorteJ», 
■  and  who  are  natives  of  the  province,  or  who  have  resided  four  jears  consecutivel v 
in  the  province,  may  be  provincial  deputies. 

Art.  16.  Those  electors  may  be  elected  members  of  ayuntamientos  (cooncilmeii> 
in  municipal  districts  containing  not  more  than  100  inhabitants,  who,  in  addition  to 
having  resided  at  least  four  years  in  the  municipality,  pay  a  direct  tax  included  iu 
the  first  two>thirds  of  the  local  lists  of  persons  paying  a  land  tax,  and  an  industrial 
and  commercial  subsidy,  and  in  municipal  districts  containing  less  than  1,000  and 
more  than  400  inhabitants,  those  paying  taxes  included  in  the  first  four-fif^^^  '  f  the 
said  lists.  In  municipal  districts  containing  not  more  than  400  inhabitants  all 
the  electors  shall  be  eligible. 

All  those  paying  a  tax  equal  to  the  lowest  tax  reouired  to  be  paid  in  each  munict^ 
pal  district  in  order  to  be  eligible  under  the  preceding  paragraph  shall  likewise  be 
mcluded  in  the  number  of  eligibles. 

Those  residents  who  pay  any  assessment  of  tax  and  furnish  proof  b^  means  of  otfi- 
cial  documents  of  their  professional  or  academic  character  shall  likewise  be  eligible. 

Those  persons  who  furnish  proof  that  they  are  subjected  to  a  rebate  (reduction)  iu 
the  incomes  which  they  derive  from  general,  provincial,  or  municipal  funds  shall 
likewise  be  eligible,  provided  the  amount  of  the  rebate  is  included  in  the  qualifica- 
tion (proporcion)  previously  fixed  for  eligibles  in  towns  of  1,000  and  400  inhabitanta, 
respectively. 

The  assessment  (tax)  shall  be  calculated  by  adding  together  the  taxes  paid  by  tbe 
taxpayers,  in  and  outside  of  the  town,  as  a  direct  tax  and  for  municipal  taxea 
(charges).  In  calculating  the  taxes  of  the  electors  and  the  eligibles  the  folio  wing 
property  shall  be  considered  as  theirs :  In  the  case  of  husbands,  the  property  of  their 
wives,  so  long  as  the  conjugal  relationship  exists;  in  the  case  of  fathers,  such  prop- 
erty of  their  children  as  they  administer  legally ;  in  the  case  of  sons,  their  own  prop- 
erty, the  usufruct  of  which  they  do  not  eirjoy  for  any  reason. 

Art.  17.  Those  persons  who  are  included  in  any  of  the  oases  of  disability  or  incom- 
patibility established  by  the  respective  laws  can  not  be  elected  to  any  of  the  offioea 
mentioned  in  the  three  preceding  articles. 

Art.  18.  Those  persons  designated  in  article  25  of  the  electoral  law  of  the  penin- 
sula relating  to  senators  shuil  be  electors  of  counselors  of  administration.  The 
provisions  of  chapter  4  of  that  law  shall  be  applied  to  the  drawing  up  of  the  lists  of 
electors  and  to  the  election  of  the  counselors  of  administration  in  the  manner  pre^ 
scribed  by  the  regulations. 

Art.  19.  In  the  districts  in  which  one  representative,  one  provincial  deputy,  or 
one  councilman  (concejal)  is  to  be  elected  no  elector  can  legally  give  his  rote  to 
more  than  one  person ;  when  more  than  one,  up  to  four,  are  to  be  elected,  eaoh  elec- 
tor shall  have  the  riffht  to  vote  for  one  less  than  the  number  of  those  who  are  to  be 
elected  in  his  own  district;  for  two  less  (than  the  number  of  those  who  are  to  be 
elected)  if  more  than  four  are  to  be  elected,  and  for  three  less  when  more  than 
eight  are  to  be  elected. 

The  other  provisions  relative  to  electoral  procedure  shall  be  such  as  are  enacted 
in  the  respective  organic  laws  and  in  the  regulations. 

TITLE  III.— Penal  Sanction. 
Chapter  I. — Of  offenses. 

Art.  20.  Any  forgery  of  documents  relating  to  the  provisions  of  this  law,  in  anv  of 
the  ways  mentioned  in  article  310  of  the  penal  code  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rieo.  shall 
constitute  the  crime  of  forgery  in  electonal  matters,  which  shall  be  punished  with 
the  penalties  provided  in  the  said  article,  or  in  the  following  article,  according  to 
the  status  of  tne  persons  who  are  responsible. 

Any  intentional  omission  in  the  documents  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph 
which  may  aff'ect  the  result  of  the  election  shall  constitute  a  similar  offense^  and 
shall  be  punisbed  with  the  same  penalties. 

Art.  21.  The  courts  shall,  neverthelesss,  lessen  the  penalties  one  or  two  degTo<*b. 
imposing  them  upon  such  person  as  they  may  think  proper,  according  to  the  special 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  scandal  or  alarm  that  it  has  occasioned  and  whenever 
there  shall  appear  to  be  no  connection  with  other  offenses  made  punishable  hj  tbe 
code. 

Art.  22.  For  the  purposes  of  this  law,  the  census  and  authorized  copies  thereof, 
records,  lists,  certificates,  and  whatever  may  emanate  from  the  person  who  is 
intrusted  by  law  with  the  execution  thereof,  the  object  of  which  is  to  facilitate  ox 
insure  the  exercise  of  the  electoral  right  or  its  result,  or  to  guarantee  the  regularity 
of  the  procedure,  shall  be  considered  official  documents. 

Art.  23.  The  penalties  of  imprisonment  and  of  a  fine  of  from  500  to  6.000  peeetas. 
when  the  general  provisions  of  the  penal  code  do  not  fix  a  higher  penalty,  uiall  be 
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imposed  apon  pnblic  officers  who,  by  failing  to  faithfully  and  strictly  fulfill  the  obli- 
gations imposed  b}'  this  law  or  by  the  provisions  that  may  be  adopted  for  its  execu- 
tion, are  aooessory  to  any  of  the  following  acts  or  omissions : 

(1)  To  any  failure  to  prepare  with  accuracy  the  lists  of  electors,  whether  prelim- 
inary or  definitiye,  or  to  exhibit  the  same  publicly  during  the  proper  time  and  in  the 
proper  place. 

(2)  To  any  alteration  ot  the  day,  hour,  or  place  in  which  any  public  business  is 
to  be  done,  or  to  the  method  of  its  desi^ations  leading  to  error. 

(3)  To  any  fraudulent  manipulations  in  matters  relating  to  the  preparation  of  the 
ceiisns,  the  organization  of  electoral  boards  or  colleges,  the  voting,  the  resolutions 
or  ballotingSy  and  the  nomination  of  candidates. 

(4)  To  theimpioper  and  inaccurate  preparation  of  records  or  documents  relating 
to  the  election,  or  to  their  not  being  signed  in  the  proper  manner  by  all  who  should 
do  so,  or  to  the  proper  dispositions  not  being  made  of  electoral  records  or  documents. 

(5)  To  changing  or  altering  in  the  ballot  which  the  elector  deposits  in  the  exercise 
of  his  right,  or  to  its  being  hidden  from  public  view  before  it  is  deposited  in  the  box. 

(6)  To  the  placing  of  impediment  or  difficulty  in  the  way  of  electors,  candidates, 
or  notaries  in  the  examination  of  the  box  before  voting  begins,  and,  when  the  ballots 
are  examined,  in  the  examination  of  the  ballots  taken  from  the  box. 

(7)  To  the  preparation  of  au  intentionally  inaccurate  list,  such  as  to  obscure  the 
truth  of  the  names  of  the  voters  at  any  election. 

(8)  To  an  inaccurate  counting  of  votes  in  resolutions  relative  to  the  taking  or 
rectification  of  the  census,  or  to  electoral  matters,  and  also  to  the  inaccurate  reading 
of  ballots. 

(9)  To  violating  the  secrecy  of  the  vote  or  of  the  election  with  a  view  to  influ- 
encing its  resolta. 

(10)  To  the  issuance  of  an  unlawful  proclamation  against  any  person. 

(11)  To  the  making  of  untrue  statements  in  the  verbal  declaration  that  is  to  be 
made  on  the  occasion  of  an  election,  or  to  the  prevention  or  impeding  in  any  way 
of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  truth  concerning  the  election. 

(12)  To  the  postponement  of  any  election  without  grave  and  sufficient  cause. 
Art.  24.  Private  individuals  who  are  directly  accessory  to  the  commission  of  any 

of  the  offenses  enumerated  in  the  preceding  article  shall  be  punished  with  the  pen- 
alty of  imprisonment  in  its  minimum  degree  when  the  penal  code  does  not  impose  a 
more  serious  penalty  on  those  who  are  guilty  of  commission  or  omission. 

Art.  25.  Every  act,  omission,  or  manifestation  contrary  to  this  law  or  to  the  gen- 
eral provisions  adopted  for  its  execution  that  is  not  included  in  the  foregoing  articles 
and  whose  object  is  to  restrain  or  exert  pressure  upon  electors,  to  induce  them  to 
exercise  their  right,  or  to  relinquish  it  against  their  will,  shall  constitute  the  crime 
of  coercing  voters,  and  if  there  is  no  more  serious  penalty  provided  for  it  in  the 
penal  code,  it  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  from  125  to  2,5()0  pesetas. 

Akt.  26.  The  following  persons  shall  also  be  considered  as  committing  the  crime 
of  coercing  voters,  although  the  intention  of  restraining  or  exerting  pressure  upon 
the  electors  may  not  be  obvious  or  apparent,  and  shall  accordingly  be  subject  to  the 
penalties  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  article: 

(1)  Civu,  military,  or  eclesiastical  authorities  who  advise  or  recommend  voters  to 
give  or  refuse  their  vote  to  a  determinate  person,  and  those  who  by  the  use  of  official 
means  or  asents,  or  the  anthorization  of  stamps,  envelopes,  seals,  or  notes  that  may 
have  that  onanM^ter,  recommend  or  advise  against  certain  candidates. 

(2)  Pnblic  officers  who  promote  or  take  part  in  the  issue  of  Government  records 
nelatinjg  to  denunciations,  tines,  arrears  of  accounts,  lands,  forests,  granaries,  or  any 
other  OTanch  of  the  administration  from  the  time  when  notice  is  given  until  the 
election  is  terminated. 

(3)  Officers,  from  the  minister  of  the  Crown  down,  who  make  appointments, 
removals,  transfers,  or  suspensions  of  emi>loyees,  agents,  or  clerks  in  any  branch  of 
the  general,  provincial,  or  monicipal  administration  in  the  period  between  the  giv- 
lug  of  notice  and  the  termination  of  the  general  balloting,  when  such  acts  are  not 
bMed  on  legitimate  reasons  and  affect  in  an^  way  the  precinct,  college,  district, 
judicial  eironit,  or  province  in  which  the  election  is  held. 

The  eause  of  the  removal^  transfer,  or  suspension  shall  be  accurately  stated  in  the 
order,  which  shall  be  pubbshed  in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid  or  in  those  of  Havana  or 
Puerto  Rico,  if  it  emanates  from  the  central  administration,  and  in  the  official  bulle- 
tm  of  the  respectiveprovince,  if  it  emanates  from  the  provincial  or  municipal  admin- 
tAtratlon.  It  these  formalities  are  omitted  it  shall  be  considered  as  having  been 
mac! e  without  cause. 

Royal  decrees  or  orders  relating  to  the  civil  governors  of  the  provinces  and  to 
military  officers  shall  be  excepted  from  the  above  requirements.  Removals,  trans- 
fers, or  suspensions  decided  upon,  but  of  which  the  interested  parties  have  not  been 
notified  before  the  electoral  period,  can  not  be  made  during  said  period,  except  in 
the  e^^ceptional  cases  and  in  the  exceptional  manner  specified  in  this  number. 
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Art.  27.  The  following  persons  shall  be  liable  to  the  penalties  provided  in  article 
25,  unless  more  serious  ones  are  imposed  by  the  penal  code : 

(1)  Those  who,  by  means  of  a  promise,  present,  or  remuneration,  solicit,  directly 
or  indirectly,  the  vote  of  any  elector  in  favor  of  or  against  any  candidate. 

(2)  Those  who  incite  voters  to  intoxication  in  order  to  obtain  or  secure  their 
adhesion. 

(3)  Any  person  who  votes  twice  or  more  times  at  an  election,  who  takes  anothet 
name  in  order  to  vote,  or  who  votes  when  incapacitated  or  when  his  exercise  of  such 
right  is  suspended. 

(4)  Whoever  knowingly  consents,  without  a  protest,  when  he  might  make  one,  to 
the  casting  of  a  vote  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  number. 

(5)  Whoever  prevents  or  delays  the  admission,  attention  to  and  decision  concern- 
ing protests  or  complaints  of  voters,  or  who  does  not  afford  protection  to  those  who 
make  them. 

(6)  Whoever  omits  the  announcements  and  notifications  required  by  law,  or  who 
does  not  issue  or  cause  to  be  issued,  as  speedily  as  the  law  directs,  a  certificate  of 
election  when  application  is  made  therefor. 

(7)  Whoever  m  any  other,  not  provided  for  in  this  law,  impedes  or  molests  an 
elector  in  the  exercise  of  his  rights  or  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

(8)  Whoever  maliciously  raises  or  maintains,  without  good  reason,  doubts  in 
egard  to  the  identity  of  a  person  or  the  legality  of  his  righto. 

Art.  28.  Public  officers  who  cause  a  voter  to  leave  his  domicile  or  residence,  or 
remain  away  from  the  same,  even  under  pretext  of  the  requirements  of  the  pablto 
service,  on  the  day  of  the  election,  or  on  a  day  in  which  he  may  be  able  and  may 
desire  to  vote ;  or  those  who  detain  him,  depriving  him  in  similar  case  of  his  liberty, 
shall  be  liable,  besides  the  penalties  mentioned  in  the  second  paragraph  of  artlole  210 
and  in  article  221  of  the  penal  code,  respectively,  to  the  penalty  ot  absolute,  x»enna- 
nent  disqualification. 

Art.  2d.  Those  who  impede  or  hinder  the  free  entrance  and  exit  of  the  voteie  to 
and  from  the  place  in  which  they  are  to  exercise  their  right,  their  approach  to  the 
voting  tables,  the  presence  of  notaries,  candidates,  or  electors  in  the  places  in  which 
the  election  is  to  take  place,  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  it  impossible  or  difficult  for 
them  to  perform  their  duties  or  exercise  their  right,  and  to  verify  the  regularity  of 
such  elections,  shall  be  liable,  if  they  are  public  officers,  to  the  penalty  ox  imprison- 
ment  in  its  minimum  degree  and  to  a  fine  of  500  to  2,500  pesetas;  and  if  they  are 
private  individuals,  to  the  penalty  of  imprisonment  in  its  minimum  de^ee,  nnlfws 
other  and  more  severe  penalties  are  provided  by  the  penal  code,  in  which  ease  the* 
latter  penalties  shall  be  enforced. 

Art.  30.  Public  officers  who  do  not  deliver  or  who  maliciously  delay  the  delivery 
of  documents  requested  by  special  commissioners  shall  be  punished  as  being  jg^llty 
of  the  misdemeanor  of  serious  disobedience  to  the  authorities,  without  prejudice  to 
the  disciplinary  responsibility  which  they  incur  at  the  same  time. 

Art.  31.  Offenses  provided  for  in  the  penal  code,  which  are  connected  with  mat^ 
ters  relating  to  elections,  shall  be  punished  when  the  special  provisions  of  the  pre- 
ceding articles  are  not  applicable,  with  the  penalties  provided  by  the  same  code, 
and  also  with  a  fine  of  fh>m  125  to  1,250  pesetas,  in  case  a  penalty  of  this  class  Is  not 
applicable  to  them. 

Art.  32.  The  following  penalties  shall  apply  to  all  the  offenses  directly  oonneeted 
with  the  provisions  of  tnis  law,  whether  they  are  provided  by  this  or  by  another 
law :  That  of  special  disqualification,  temporary  or  permanent,  for  the  right  of  suf- 
fraffe,  if  the  guilty  person  is  a  public  officer,  and  that  of  suspension  from  the  same 
right  if  he  is  a  private  individual. 

In  the  case  of  the  repetition  of  an  offense  of  this  class  the  disqualification  forpub> 
lie  officers  shall  be  absolute  for  all  time,  and  for  private  individuals  shall  be  alieo- 
lute  for  a  temporary  period,  in  addition  to  the  penalties  provided. 

Chapter  II. — Of  infraeiion$. 

Art.  33.  Any  failire  to  fulfill  the  obligations  and  formalities  which  this  law  or  the 
provisions  that  shall  be  adopted  for  its  execution  impose  upon  all  persons  who  take 
part  in  an  official  capacity  in  electoral  proceedings  shall  oe  punished  by  a  ftne  of 
from  25  to  1,000  pesetas,  in  case  it  does  not  constitute  a  crime. 

Officers  who,  for  any  reason  that  can  not  be  shown  to  be  one  rendering  it  absolutely 
impossible  for  them  to  do  so,  shall  fail  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  mSXe  tncumbeDt 
upon  them  by  this  law  or  the  regulations  for  its  execution  shall  be  required  to  pay 
the  fine  for  which  provision  is  made  above,  the  imposition  of  which  shall  be  ordered 
by  the  census  board  before  which  the  duty  should  have  been  performed,  due  re^anl 
being  had  to  the  provisions  of  article  42. 

The  president  of  the  provtsional  and  municipal  boards  shall  incur  the  same  respon- 
sibility if,  when  they  snould  receive  one  of  the  documents  provided  for  in  any  of  the 
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proYiftions  of  this  law  or  of  the  recalations,  they  shall  fail  to  order,  on  their  own 
rMponsibility,  that  it  be  inunediatelv  collected  by  a  special  officer  at  the  expense  of 
the  person  whose  dnty  it  was  to  send  it. 

Those  who  in  sach  cases  shall  fail  to  notify  the  central  board  that  they  have  per- 
fomied  this  duty  shall  be  punished  in  like  manner. 

Art.  34.  The  following  persons  shall,  moreoYer,  be  punished  in  the  manner  pro- 
Tided  by  the  foregoing  article : 

(1)  Those  who  are  present  at  elections  and  who,  in  some  way  that  does  not  con- 
stitute a  Clime,  disturb  order,  or  are  lacking  in  proper  respect. 

(2)  ThoHe  who,  not  having  a  ri!;ht  to  enter  the  electoral  colleges  or  the  ballot 
boards,  shall  not  leave  the  place  at  the  first  intimation  from  the  president. 

iZ)  Those  w^ho  shall  enter  an  electoral  college,  section,  or  board  with  arms,  sticks, 
canes,  or  umbrellas,  not  being  officers  or  not  being  physically  impeded. 

(i)  Notaries  who,  being  about  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office,  do  not  give 
previous  notice  of  their  intention  to  tne  presiding  officer  of  the  function. 

i.'»i  Officers  and  individuals  owing  to  whom  the  proper  party  fails  to  receive, 
within  the  time  fixed  and  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  law,  any  communication, 
notice*,  instrument,  or  document  that  should  be  transmitted,  without  prejudice  to 
the  provisions  of  No.  4  of  article  23. 

(6)  Members  of  the  census  boards  aud  their  substitutes  who,  without  Just  cause, 
shall  fail  to  attend  the  sessions  to  which  they  shall  have  been  summoned  without 
famishing  a  proper  excuse. 

The  following  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  causes  for  not  attending  the  sessions: 

(1)  Absence  m>m  the  place  at  which  the  sessions  are  held. 

(2)  Important  matters  connected  with  the  public  service. 

'3)  Matters  connected  with  one's  personal  uealth  or  the  health  of  one's  family,  oi 
private  business  that  can  not  be  deferred. 

ii)  Causes  in  virtue  of  which  the  president  or  members  of  the  central  board  fail  to 
Attend  the  naeeting  of  that  board. 

Cbaptkr  III. — Protinoni  common  to  the  two  foregoing  ckaptera. 

Art.  35.  For  the  purposes  of  this  law  the  following  persons  shall  be  considered  as 
pabUc  officers:  Those  appointed  by  the  Government,  and  those  who,  by  virtue  of 
their  office,  perform  any  duty  connected  with  the  elections,  and  also  the  president 
and  members  of  the  electoral  census  board,  and  the  presiaeuts  and  supervisors  of 
the  ballet  bureaus  and  boards. 

Art.  d6.  The  ordinary  courts  shall  alone  be  competent  to  take  cognizance  of  elec- 
toral offenses,  whatever  may  be  the  personal  status  of  the  guilty  parties. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  provisions  of  this  title  it  shall  be  understood  that  the 
offenses  specially  provided  for  in  this  law  are  electoral  offenses,  and  also  those  which, 
lieing  provided  for  in  the  penal  code,  relate  to  electoral  matters  properly  so  called. 

Art.  37.  When  any  offense  shall  be  committed  in  the  college  or  electoral  board 
the  prf^sident  shall  order  the  arrest  of  the  presumptive  criminals,  and  shall  place 
them  at  the  disposal  of  the  Judicial  authorities. 

A  penal  action  growing  out  ^of  offenses  specially  electoral  shall  be  public  and, 
may  be  brought  for  even  two  months  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  office 
conferred  by  the  election. 

For  the  bringing  of  such  action  no  deposit  or  security  shall  be  required. 

Judges  and  courts  shall  proceed  according  to  the  rules  governing  criminal  trials. 

Art.  38.  No  authorization  shall  be  required  to  bring  any  officer  to  trial. 

Cases  in  which,  by  a  sentence  from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  exemption  shall  be 
graoted  from  responsibility  for  due  obedience,  shall  be  referred  without  delay  to  the 
court  that  is  competent  to  take  action  against  the  person  who  gave  the  order  which 
has  been  obeved.  The  term  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article  shall  remain  in 
abeyance  with  respect  to  the  magistrate  or  person  obeyed  from  the  time  when  pro- 
ceedings were  first  taken  until  the  day  on  which  the  competent  court  shall  have 
received  the  unappealable  sentence  in  which  shall  be  declared  the  exemption  from 
renponsibility  of  the  person  who  has  obeyed. 

When  the  magistrate  who  gave  the  order  is  a  minister  of  the  Crown,  or  when  his 
r<»ponsibility  shall  have  been  shown  in  any  manner,  the  court  taking  cognizance  of 
the  case  shall  refer  It  without  delay  to  the  Congress  of  Deputies,  when  the  sentence 
in  which  exemption  from  responsibility  is  declared  is  unappealable  or  the  antece- 
dents resulting  therefrom  indicate  the  responsibility  of  the  minister. 

Art.  39.  The  general  aud  special  nrovisions  of  the  penal  code  shall  In  all  cases  be 
applicable  to  the  offenses  provided  for  in  this  law,  when  said  provisions  have  refer- 
ence to  offenses  as  having  been  cousummnted,  frustrated,  and  tentative  to  participa- 
tioD  therein  by  the  various  persons  who  are  the  objects  of  the  proceeding,  to  the 
circumstances  modifying  the  reeponsibility,  and  to  the  consequent  graduation  and 
cttforcemeot  of  the  penalties. 
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Art.  40.  The  court  to  which  belongs  the  execation  of  anappealable  deoiaiona  shall 
order  their  publication  in  the  official  bulletin  of  the  province  in  which  the  offense 
shall  have  been  committed,  and  shall  send  a  copy  of  that  newspaper  to  the  central 
board. 

Art.  41.  No  attention  shall  be  paid  by  the  minister  of  the  colonies  (nor  shall  any 
report  thereon  be  made  by  the  court  or  the  council  of  state)  to  any  application  for 
pardon  on  account  of  electoral  offenses,  unless  it  shall  preyiously  appear  that  the 
petitioners  have  served  at  least  one-half  of  the  time  for  which  they  were  sentenced 
to  personal  penalties,  and  have  paid  the  full  amount  of  the  fines  and  costs.  The 
authorities  and  members  of  corporation^,  whatever  their  status  may  be,  who  shall 
violate  this  provision  by  causin^^  the  petition  for  pardon  to  be  laid  before  the  Kin^ 
for  decision,  shall  incur  the  responsibility  provided  in  article  369  of  the  penal  code. 

The  Government  shall  notify  the  central  census  board  whenever  a  pardon  is 
granted. 
•  Art.  42.  The  punishment  for  infractions  shall  belong: 

(1)  To  the  presidents  of  the  function  or  session  in  which  they  are  committ€^d. 

(2)  To  the  municipal  or  provincial  census  boards  in  which  they  are  connected^ 
respectively;  with  toe  acts  of  which  said  boards  or  their  presidents  are  to  take 
ooiniizance. 

The  municipal  boards  shall  not,  however,  order  any  punishment  in  the  case  of 
superior  boards,  but  if  they  understand  that  the  provincial  board  has  committed 
any  infraction,  they  shall  immediately  notify  the  central  board,  that  it  may  reach  a 
proper  decision  in  the  matter. 

When  the  judges  fail  to  send  to  the  census  boards  the  documents  which  are  neces- 
sary for  the  preparation  or  correction  of  the  census,  according  to  the  regulations, 
said  boards  snail  so  inform  the  presiding  judge  of  the  proper  superior  court,  that  he 
may  inflict  the  punishment,  and  shall  send  a  report  thereof  to  the  central  board. 

(3)  To  the  central  board,  the  rest. 

The  imposition  of  fines  shall  take  place  in  pursuance  of  a  written  decision  in  which 
the  grounds  therefor  shall  be  stated.  Those  impo$«ed  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  paragraph  1  of  this  article  or  by  the  municipal  board  may  be  appealed  from  before 
the  provincial  board  within  two  days  following  the  notification,  which  board  ahull 
confine  itself  to  afiirmiug  or  annulling  the  decision. 

The  rescissory  decisions  of  the  provincial  board  and  those  of  that  board  in  the 
exercise  of  its  own  powers  may  be  appealed  from  within  the  same  term  to  the  central 
board,  which  may  increase,  diminish,  and  approve,  or  remit  the  fine  within  the  limit 
of  its  powers. 

Art.  43.  Presidents  of  electoral  colleges  or  of  boards  for  counting  votes,  muncipal 
boards  and  the  presidents  thereof,  shall  not  impose  a  fine  exceeding  100  pesetas 
(francs). 

Presidents  of  provincial  boards,  and  those  boards,  may  impose  a  fine  to  the  aznonnt 
of  500  pesetas. 

The  central  board  and  its  president  may  impose  a  fine  to  the  amount  of  1,000  jieseta^s. 

Art.  44.  The  payment  of  these  fines  shall  be  made  in  special  paper  which  the 
department  of  public  finance  shall  issue  for  the  purpose  and  shall  deliver  on  acconut 
to  the  provincial  deputations,  collecting  thereon  a  duty  of  20  per  cent  of  its  value. 
The  remainder  of  its  value  shall  be  paid  into  the  proper  provincial  treasury. 

If,  six  days  after  the  decision  shall  have  been  pronounced,  the  fine  shall  not  have 
been  paid,  compulsion  shall  be  used  for  its  collection. 

In  case  the  person  fined  is  insolvent,  he  shall  suffer  imprisonment  at  the  rate  of 
one  day  for  each  5  pesetas  of  the  tine,  but  tnis  term  shall  not  exceed  10  days  when 
the  fine  shall  have  been  imposed  by  tne  municipal  board,  its  president,  or  the  pre(»i> 
dent  of  the  bureau;  it  shall  not  exceed  20  days  if  the  fine  snail  have  been  imposed 
by  the  provincial  board,  its  president,  or  by  the  boards  for  counting  votes,  and  it 
shall  not  exceed  30  days  if  the  fine  shall  have  been  imposed  by  the  central  board  or 
its  president. 

TRANSIENT  PROVISIONS. 

First.  Within  the  three  days  following  the  publication  of  this  law  in  the  gazettes 
of  Havana  and  Puerto  Ricoj  a  board  shall  be  formed  in  each  one  of  the  capitals  of 
the  island,  which  shall  be  called  the  insular  board  for  the  electoral  census.  It  shall 
be  composed  of  the  Governor-General,  who  shall  be  its  president ;  of  the  governmental 
divisions  of  the  superior  courts  of  Havana  and  Puerto  Rico,  respectively ;  of  two 
members,  chosen  by  the  Governor-General  from  among  the  moat  influential  residents,  to 
represent  in  the  board  the  political  parties  of  the  island,  and  of  the  secretary  of  the 
general  government,  the  latter  to  have  the  right  of  discnsaion,  but  do  vote,  and  he 
shall  perform  the  duties  of  secretary.  Moreover,  the  civil  governor  of  Havana  shall 
be  a  member  of  the  insular  board  for  the  electoral  census  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

The  powers  of  these  boards  shall  be : 

(1)  To  Inspect  and  direct  all  services  connected  with  the  preparation  and  preser- 
vation of  the  census. 
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(3)  To  pveaerve  the  jointed  copiea  of  the  final  lists  which  shall  have  been  taken 
from  the  prorinciid  registers. 

<3)  To  oomBtanioate,  through  the  piesidenti  with  all  pablio  authorities  and 
offleers, 

(4)  To  reeeire  and  decide  all  complaints  that  are  addressed  to  them. 

(5)  To  exercise  diseiplinary  jarisaiction  over  all  persons  taking  part,  officially,  in 
elfeetoml  operations,  imposing  fines  to  the  amount  of  1.000  pesetas,  which,  the  case 
arising,  shall  t»e  collected  by  their  order,  by  Judges  of  first  instance. 

(6)  To  settle  auestions  that  majr  arise  in  connection  with  the  execution  of  this 
law  and  its  reflations,  adapting  the  proTisions  of  both  to  the  condition  of  the  island 
10  ss  to  secure  independence  ana  a  genuine  vote. 

The  insular  board  of  Cuba  shall,  moreover,  issue  such  orders  as  it  may  think 
proper,  for  the  holding  of  elections  in  those  diiitricts  in  which  the  state  of  the  insur- 
re<>tion  shall  not  permit  the  taking  of  the  electoral  census  in  time,  or  to  hold  such 
elections  aecordiug  to  the  provisioos  of  this  law  and  the  regulations  for  its  execu- 
tion. For  this  purpose  each  of  the  districts  in  question  shall  appoint  delegates  who, 
together  with  seren  of  the  largest  taxpayers  on  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
propertr,  and  seven  capacities  ( f )  shall  proceed  to  hold  the  election,  according  to 
sQcn  inst ruction  as  may  be  communicatea  to  them  by  the  insular  board. 

Second.  In  execution  of  the  provisions  of  article  4  of  this  law,  before  the  26th  day 
of  December  next,  the  presiding  judges  of  the  superior  courts  shall  appoint  the  mag- 
istrates who  ate  to  preside  over  the  provincial  electoral  census  boards,  and  the  officers 
who  are  to  preside  over  the  mnnlcti»al  boards  in  those  localities  in  which  there  are 
DO  jadffes  of  first  instance. 

Iliira.  In  order  that  the  elections  may  be  held  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  the  new 
political  and  administrative  officers  mav  perform  their  functions  in  the  islands  of 
Cuba  and  Puerto  Kico,  the  following  shall  be  the  mode  of  procedure : 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1898,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  president  of  the  municipal 
electoral  census  board,  having  been  appointed  bv  the  superior  court  of  the  province, 
ihail  proceed^  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  municipal  district,  and  in  public  session, 
to  organize  said  municipal  boanl  in  the  manner  provided  in  Art.  4  of  this  law. 

The  alcalde  shall  then  state  the  result  of  the  last  census,  and  shall  deliver  to  the 
president  of  the  board  a  duplicate  list,  in  alphabetical  order,  and  with  correlative 
numbering  of  all  the  inhabitants  above  25  years  of  age  whose  names  appear  in  said 
census,  in  which  shall  be  stated  their  ages,  residences,  and  occupations,  and  whether 
tb«y  are  able  to  read  and  write.  All  the  sheets  belonging  to  this  list  shall  be 
signed  by  the  alcalde  and  the  secretaiy  of  the  municipal  board. 

The  president  on  his  own  responsibility  shall  immediatelv  cause  one  of  the  copies 
of  this  list  to  be  posted  in  the  usual  place  for  municipal  edicts  and  proclamations, 
and  shall  at  the  same  time  make  known  by  a  proclamation  or  throu^^h  the  crier 
tiist,  on  the  5th  of  the  aforesaid  month  of  January,  at  8  a.  m.,  the  municipal  census 
boaid  shall  meet  in  public  session  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  municipal  board. 

Before  the  said  6t1i  day  of  January  the  judges  of  first  instance  shall  send  to  the 
presidents  of  the  respective  municipal  census  boards  a  certified  list  of  the  Judicial 
decisions  which  affect  the  electoral  capacity  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  municipal 
district,  and  the  municipal  Judges  shall  send  a  list,  likewise  certified,  of  the  afore- 
taid  inhabitants  who  shall  have  died  since  the  date  of  the  last  quinquennial  census. 

On  the  5th  day  of  January,  the  municipal  board  shall  organize,  in  public  session, 
St  the  time  and  in  the  place  aforesaid,  and  the  president  shall  lay  on  the  table  the 
list  of  residents  prepared  by  the  alcalde,  the  last  census,  and  the  certificates  sent  in 
by  the  judges. 

The  board  shall  hear  all  representations  that  shall  be  made  concerning  enroll- 
Qients,  exclnaions,  and  corrections.  For  claims  with  regard  to  enrollment  it  shall  be 
«afficient  to  furnish  evidence  by  means  of  two  witnesses  that  the  person  whose 
enrollment  in  the  list  is  desired  possesses  the  requisites  that  are  legally  required  to 
make  him  an  elector. 

The  public  session  being  terminated,  the  junta  shall  proceed  to  the  preparation  of 
the  following  lists : 

1.  A  list  of  all  the  inhabitants  who  possess  the  right  to  vote,  according  to  the 
censos  list. 

2.  A  list  of  those  who  have  died  since  said  list  was  prepared  according  to  the  data 
ftimi^ed  by  the  respective  munioipal  Judges. 

3.  A  list  of  those  who  are  disqualified. 

These  liats  shall  bepnblished  as  provided  for  in  the  first  paragraph  of  this  resolu- 
tion, for  the  three  following  days,  during  which  time  an  appeal  may  be  taken  to  the 
provincial  board. 

In  the  same  session  the  municipal  board  shall  order  the  division  of  the  voters  of 
the  municipal  district  into  sections  if  their  number  shall  exceed  500,  assigning  to 
eseh  section  a  nomber  approximately  equal,  according  to  the  conditions  of  each 
I'icaUty. 
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This  haying  been  done,  a  copy  shall  be  made  in  duplicate  from  the  first  list  in  alpha- 
betical order  of  the  names  of  the  voters  of  each  municipal  district,  divided  into  Bee-- 
tions,  and  these  copies  shall  constitute  the  final  lists.  On  the  9th  of  January  one  of 
them  shall  be  transmitted,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the  order  for  the  divi&ioD 
of  the  municipal  district  into  sections,  and  of  the  complaints  which  have  been  pre- 
sented, to  the  provincial  census  board,  which  shall  adopt  such  decisions  as  it  may 
think  proper,  making  the  jproper  modifications  for  the  case  arising,  and  shall  cause 
to  be  printed  in  the  Boletin  the  lists  of  the  voters  of  the  province  before  the  20th 
of  January. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  list  for  each  municipal  district,  anthorizcii  by  the  president 
and  secretary  of  the  provincial  board,  shall  be  transmitted,  certified,  the  leaves 
being  all  under  seal,  to  the  respective  president  of  the  municipal  board,  who  shall 
inform  the  board,  aud  who  shall  cause  to  be  posted  in  a  public  place  for  three  days, 
a  copy  of  that  document,  which  shall  be  placed  in  the  archives.  The  president  and 
secretary  of  the  junta  shall  be  responsible  for  the  absolute  correctness  of  thia  copy. 

Similar  copies  shall  also  be  transmitted  by  the  president  of  the  provisional  board 
to  the  authorities  that  are  declared  by  the  regulations  to  be  entitled  to  receive  them. 

There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  decisions  adopted  by  the  provincial  boards  in 
virtue  of  this  temporary  provision,  excepting  a  complaint  to  the  insular  board. 

The  day  previous  to  that  appointed  for  the  first  elections  to  be  held  after  the 
promulgation  of  this  law  the  municipal  census  boards  shall  meet  and  order  the 
enrollment  in  the  electoral  lists  of  those  who  have  applied  for  it  up  to  that  date 
who  have  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  show  that  they  x>ossess  the  conditions 
which  this  law  requires  in  order  that  they  may  vote. 

Those  enrolled  by  virtue  of  these  orders  or  by  the  decisions  of  the  insular  board 
shall  exercise  their  right  in  the  section  in  which  they  are  domiciled. 

Fourth.  Until  a  new  division  shall  have  been  made  in  the  electoral  districts  for 
deputies  to  the  Cortes  in  the  territory  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  the 
one  now  existing  shall  remain  in  force. 

The  insular  electoral  census  boards  shall  divide  the  territory  of  the  islands  into 
districts  and  sections  for  the  election  of  representatives,  pursuant  to  the  royal  decree 
of  this  date. 

Approved  by  Her  Majesty.  Sagasta« 

Madrid,  Novemher  S5, 1897. 


Articles  of  the  electoral  law  of  the  Peninsula  of  June  £6, 1890,  in  the  form  in  which  they 
are  to  be  enforced,  according  to  article  IS  of  the  law  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Bioo. 

Art.  4.  The  following  are  indispensable  requirements  for  admission  as  a  dapaty 
to  the  congress : 

1.  To  possess  the  qualifications  required  by  article  29  of  the  constitution  on  the 
day  on  which  the  election  in  the  electoral  district  is  held. 

2.  To  have  been  elected  and  declared  elected  in  an  electoral  district,  or  in  the  con- 
gress, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law  and  those  of  the  regnlations  of 
that  body. 

3.  Not  to  be  disqualified  by  any  reason  of  personal  incapacity  for  holding  the  oflBce 
on  the  day  on  which  the  election  is  held. 

4.  Not  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  cases  established  by  the  law  concerning  dis- 
qualifications. 

Art.  5.  Disqualified  for  admission  as  deputies,  althouj^h  validly  elected,  are : 

1.  Those  found  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  cases  mentioned  in  article  2  of  this  law. 
The  rehabilitation  mentioned  in  No.  2  of  article  2  of  this  law  must  be  secured  for 

the  eligibility  of  a  deputy  at  least  two  years  previous  to  his  election. 

2.  Contractors  for  works  or  public  services  paid  for  out  of  the  general  fiinds  of  the 
province  or  municipality;  those  who,  as  the  result  of  such  contracts,  have  claims 
pending  in  their  own  interest  against  the  administration  and  in  the  sureties  and 
partners  of  such  contractors.  This  incapacity  is  to  be  understood  as  relating  eolely 
to  the  district  or  section  in  which  the  work  or  public  service  is  performed. 

3.  Those  who  fill,  or  have  filled  within  a  year,  in  the  district  or  section  in  which 
the  election  is  held,  any  office,  charge,  or  commission,  by  appointment  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  or  who  have  exercised  authority  in  a  popular  election,  among  whom^are  inoladed 
presidents  of  depntations,  and  deputies  whO|  during  the  previoaB  year,  have  been 
members  of  provincial  commissions. 

Excepted  from  this  are  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  and  officers  of  the  central 
administration  of  the  islands  and  of  the  peninsula. 

The  disqualifications  referred  to  in  No.  3  are  confined  to  the  votes  cast  in  the  dtsJ 
trict  or  section  or  within  the  limit  of  the  authority  or  Amotions  with  which  the 
deputy  has  been  invested. 
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Aet.  6.  When  a  depnty  shall  become  diBqualified  after  admission  to  the  connesa 
from  any  of  the  caasee  enumerated  in  Art.  5,  his  incapacity  shall  be  declaredand 
be  shall  immediately  forfeit  his  office. 

Art.  7.  Those  who  already  hold  the  office  of  deputy  to  the  cortes  shall  not  be 
admitted  to  the  same  congress  by  Tirtue  of  a  partial  election  unless  they  hare 
resigned  the  same  before  notice  has  been  given  to  the  district  of  snch  partial 
election. 

Ajrr.  8.  The  <»ffice  of  deputy  to  the  cortes  is  gratuitous  and  yoluntary,  and  may  be 
redded  before  and  after  taking  the  oath  of  office;  but  no  resignation  shall  be 
admissible  without  the  previous  approral  by  the  congress  of  the  deputy's  certificate 
of  election. 

Abt.  22.  In  districts  in  which  a  deputy  is  to  be  elected  no  elector  shall  have  the 
tight  to  Tote  for  more  than  one  person :  when  more  than  one  and  as  many  as  four 
are  to  beeleeted  he  shall  have  the  right  to  vote  for  one  less  than  the  number  to  be 
elected;  for  two  less  if  more  than  four  are  to  be  electe<l,  and  for  three  less  if  more 
thAn  eight  ara  to  be  elected. 

AST.  37.  The  following  candidates  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  supervisors  for 
the  electoral  bureaus  of  the  precincts  comprising  the  aistrict  or  section : 

1.  Ez-deputies  to  the  Cortes,  who  have  represented  the  same  district  or  any  other 
on  the  island. 

2.  Those  who  have  been  candidates  in  the  same  district  in  former  elections  and 
obtained  at  least  one-fifth  of  all  the  votes  cast. 

3.  Ex-senators  elected  by  the  island  to  which  the  district  or  section  belongs. 

4.  Candidates  for  the  office  of  depnty  to  the  Cortes,  proposed  by  means  of  tickets 
ngned  by  electors  of  the  respective  district  or  section,  or  by  notarial  instruments,  in 
the  preparation  of  wHich  a  competent  officer  has  taken  part,  the  number  of  snch 
electors  being  equal  to  at  least  one>twentieth  of  the  entire  number  of  those  included 
\h  the  final  list  of  the  district  or  section. 

Abt.  73.  Only  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  shall  it  be  possible  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  partial  election  for  deputy  in  one  or  more  districts,  or  because  the  post  of 
representative  of  such  district  or  districts  has  become  vacant. 

Akt.  74.  For  the  districts  which,  according  to  this  law,  are  to  elect  three  or  more 
depntiet,  it  shall  be  understood  that  there  is  a  vacancy  in  their  representation  in 
ibe  Cortes  only  when,  for  any  reason,  at  least  two  deputies  fail  to  act  as  such. 

AST.  7o.  The  royal  decree  convoking  the  electoral  colleges  of  one  or  more  districts 
for  the  partial  election  of  deputies  to  the  Cortes  shall  be  published  in  the  Gaceta 
de  Madrid  within  eight  days,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  communication  of  the 
nMlntton  of  Congress.  In  the  said  royal  decree  the  day  shall  be  fixed  on  which  the 
election  shall  take  place,  and  that  day  shall  not  be  fixed  before  twenty  or  after 
thirty  days,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  convocation.  The  royal  decree  shall  be 
nmultaneoualy  published  in  the  gazettes  of  Havana  and  Puerto  Rico,  according  to 
circomstanees^  the  proper  order  being  communicated  for  that  purpose  by  telegraph 
to  the  respective  gtfvernors-general  of  the  two  Antilles. 

Abt.  76.  The  partial  election  shall  take  place  on  the  day  appointed,  according  to 
tbs  procedure  and  in  the  form  prescribed  by  this  law  for  general  elections. 

Abt.  77.  Congress,  exercising  the  prerogative  belonging  to  it  according  to  article 
34  of  the  constitution,  shall  examine  and  judge  of  the  legality  of  the  elections 
according  to  the  procedure  provided  by  its  regulations,  and  shall  admit  as 
depoties  those  who  are  found  to  have  been  legally  elected  and  proclaimed  in  the 
di^cts,  if  they  possess  the  capacity  necessary  to  enable  them  to  discharge  the 
doties  of  the  office,  and  are  not  aisqnalified  in  any  of  the  ways  defined  by  law. 

Abt«  78.  In  the  case  of  an  election  in  which  the  votes  for  each  candidate  are  equal 
ionumber,  if  only  one  of  the  candidates  who  have  received  the  same  number  of 
▼otes  shi^  possess  legal  fitness  to  be  depnty  he  shall  at  once  be  proclaimed  and 
admitted,  provided  that  the  election  is  approved. 

He  who  IS  shown  to  be  legally  elected  snail  likewise  be  at  once  admitted  and  pro- 
claimed by  Congress  if  there  shall  be,  in  the  certificate  of  election,  protests  wnich 
•eem  Justified  against  the  votes  oast  for  the  other  one  or  more  candidates  having  an 
oqiial  number  of  rotes. 

If  there  are  no  such  differences,  that  one  of  the  candidates  having  an  equal  number 
of  votes  shall  be  proclaimed  deputy  who— 

(1)  Has  most  frequently  filled  the  office; 

(2)  Who  has  filled  it  for  the  longest  time; 

(3)  Who  is  the  oldest  in  years. 

Akt.  79.  The  oertificates  of  the  ballot  board  having  been  sent  to  the  central  board, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  article  69.  shall  be  delivered  by  the  latter,  as  they 
oome  into  bis  possession,  at  the  office  of  tne  secretary  of  Congress,  at  whose  disposiu 
^t  board  shall,  in  all  cases,  hold  the  other  documents  relating  to  certificates  of 
alection. 

Abt.  80.  The  deputies  elect  or  presumptive,  who  have  proclaimed  by  the  examin- 
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This  having  been  done,  a  copy  shall  be  made  in  duplicate  from  the  first  list  in  alpha- 
betical  order  of  the  names  of  the  voters  of  each  municipal  district,  divided  into  sec- 
tions,  and  these  copies  shall  constitute  the  final  lists.  On  the  9th  of  January  one  of 
them  shall  be  transmitted,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the  order  for  the  division 
of  the  municipal  district  into  sections,  and  of  the  complaints  which  have  been  pre- 
sented, to  the  provincial  census  board,  which  shall  adopt  such  decisions  as  it  may 
think  proper,  making  the  proper  modifications  for  the  case  arising,  and  shall  cause 
to  be  printed  in  the  Boletin  the  lists  of  the  voters  of  the  province  before  the  20th 
of  January. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  list  for  each  municipal  district,  anthorizcvi  by  the  president 
and  secretary  of  the  provincial  board,  shall  be  transmitted,  certified,  the  leaves 
being  all  under  seal,  to  the  respective  president  of  the  municipal  board,  who  shall 
inform  the  board,  and  who  shall  cause  to  be  posted  in  a  public  place  for  three  days, 
a  copy  of  that  document,  which  shall  be  placed  in  the  archives.  The  president  and 
secretary  of  the  junta  shall  be  responsible  for  the  absolute  correctness  of  this  copy. 

Similar  copies  shall  also  be  transmitted  by  the  president  of  the  provisional  board 
to  the  authorities  that  are  declared  by  the  regulations  to  be  entitled  to  receive  them. 

There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  decisions  adopted  by  the  provincial  boards  in 
virtue  of  this  temporary  provision,  excepting  a  complaint  to  the  insular  board. 

The  day  previous  to  that  appointed  for  the  first  elections  to  be  held  aftier  the 
promulgation  of  this  law  the  municipal  census  boards  shall  meet  and  order  the 
enrollment  in  the  electoral  lists  of  those  who  have  applied  for  it  np  to  tiiat  date 
who  have  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  show  that  they  possess  the  conditions 
which  this  law  requires  in  order  that  they  may  vote. 

Those  enrolled  by  virtue  of  these  orders  or  by  the  decisions  of  the  insnlar  board 
shall  exercise  their  right  in  the  section  in  which  they  are  domiciled. 

Fourth.  Until  a  new  division  shall  have  been  made  in  the  electoral  districts  for 
deputies  to  the  Cortes  in  the  territory  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  the 
one  now  existing  shall  remain  in  force. 

The  insular  electoral  census  boards  shall  divide  the  territory  of  the  islands  into 
districts  and  sections  for  the  election  of  representatives,  pursuant  to  the  royal  decree 
of  this  date. 

Approved  by  Her  Majesty.  Sagasta. 

Madrid,  November  25, 1897, 


Articles  of  the  electoral  law  of  the  Peninsula  of  June  26, 1890,  in  the  form  in  which  they 
are  to  be  enforced,  according  to  article  IS  of  the  law  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rioo. 

Akt.  4.  The  following  are  indispensable  requirements  for  admission  as  a  dnpnty 
to  the  congress: 

1.  To  possess  the  qualifications  required  by  article  29  of  the  constitution  on  the 
day  on  which  the  election  in  the  electoral  district  is  held. 

2.  To  have  been  elected  and  declared  elected  in  an  electoral  district,  or  in  the  con- 
gress, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law  and  those  of  the  regulations  of 
tiiat  body. 

3.  Not  to  be  disqualified  by  any  reason  of  x>ersonal  incapacity  for  holding  the  ofiftce 
on  the  day  on  which  the  election  is  held. 

4.  Not  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  cases  established  by  the  law  concerning  dis- 
qualifications. 

Art.  5.  Disqualified  for  admission  as  deputies,  althouj^h  validly  elected,  are : 

1.  Those  found  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  cases  mentioned  in  article  2  of  this  law. 
The  rehabilitation  mentioned  in  No.  2  of  article  2  of  this  law  must  be  secured  for 

the  eligibility  of  a  deputy  at  least  two  years  previous  to  his  election. 

2.  Contractors  for  works  or  public  services  paid  for  out  of  the  general  ftuida  of  the 
province  or  municipality ;  those  who,  as  the  result  of  such  contracts,  have  olatms 
pending  in  their  own  interest  against  the  administration  and  in  the  suretiee  and 
partners  of  such  contractors.  This  incapacity  is  to  be  understood  as  relating  solely 
to  the  district  or  section  in  which  the  work  or  public  service  is  performed. 

3.  Those  who  fill,  or  have  filled  within  a  year,  in  the  district  or  section  in  which 
the  election  is  held,  any  office,  charge,  or  commission,  by  appointment  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  who  have  exercised  authority  in  a  popular  election,  among  whom  are  inolnded 
presidents  of  deputations,  and  deputies  who,  during  the  previous  year,  hare  been 
members  of  provincial  commissions. 

Excepted  from  this  are  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  and  ofilcers  of  the  central 
administration  of  the  islands  and  of  the  peninsula* 

The  disqualifications  referred  to  in  No.  3  are  confined  to  the  votes  cast  in  the  dis> 
trict  or  section  or  within  the  limit  of  the  authority  or  Ibnotiona  with  which  the 
deputy  has  been  invested. 
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AsT,  6.  When  a  deputy  shall  become  disqualified  after  admission  to  the  conffiesa 
from  anv  of  the  causes  enumerated  in  Art.  5,  his  iuoapaoity  shall  be  declared  and 
U  shall  immediately  forfeit  his  office. 

Art.  7.  Those  who  already  hold  the  office  of  deputy  to  the  cortes  shall  not  be 
ailmitted  to  the  same  congress  by  virtue  of  a  partial  eleetion  unless  they  hare 
iMigned  the  same  before  notice  nas  been  given  to  the  district  of  such  partial 
election. 

Abt.  8.  The  office  of  deputy  to  the  cortes  is  gratuitous  and  voluntary »  and  may  be 
resigned  before  and  after  taking  the  oath  of  office;  but  no  resignation  shall  be 
admissible  without  the  previous  approval  by  the  congress  of  the  deputy's  certificate 
of  election. 

Abt.  22.  In  districts  in  which  a  deputy  is  to  be  elected  no  elector  shall  have  the 
light  to  vote  for  more  than  one  person:  when  more  than  one  and  as  many  as  four 
are  to  be  elected  he  shall  have  the  right  to  vote  for  one  less  than  the  number  to  be 
elected ;  for  two  lees  if  more  than  four  are  to  be  elected,  and  for  three  less  if  more 
than  eight  are  to  be  elected. 

Art.  37.  The  following  candidates  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  supervisors  for 
the  electofral  bureaus  of  the  precincts  comprising  the  district  or  section : 

1.  Ex-deputies  to  the  Cortes^  who  have  represented  the  same  district  or  any  other 
on  the  island. 

2.  Those  who  have  been  candidates  in  the  same  district  in  former  elections  and 
obtained  at  least  one-fifth  of  all  the  votes  cast. 

3.  Ex-eenators  elected  Inr  the  island  to  which  the  district  or  section  belongs. 

4.  Candidates  for  the  office  of  deputy  to  the  CorteS;  proposed  by  means  of  tickets 
signed  by  electors  of  the  respective  district  or  section,  or  by  notarial  instruments,  in 
Kbe  preparation  of  which  a  competent  officer  has  taken  part,  the  number  of  such 
electors  being  equal  to  at  least  one-twentieth  of  the  entire  number  of  those  included 
in  the  final  list  of  the  district  or  section. 

Art.  73.  On^  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  shall  it  be  possible  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  partial  election  for  deputy  in  one  or  more  districts,  or  because  the  post  of 
representative  of  such  district  or  districts  has  become  vacant. 

Art.  74.  For  the  districts  which,  according  to  this  law,  are  to  elect  three  or  more 
depatieSy  it  shall  be  understood  that  there  is  a  vacancy  in  their  representation  in 
the  Cortea  only  when,  for  any  reason,  at  least  two  deputies  fail  to  act  as  such. 

Art.  75.  The  royal  decree  convoking  the  electoral  colleges  of  one  or  more  districts 
for  the  partial  election  of  deputies  to  the  Cortes  shall  be  published  in  the  Gaceta 
de  Maditd  within  eight  days,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  communication  of  the 
resolution  of  Congress.  In  tiie  said  royal  decree  the  day  shall  be  fixed  on  which  the 
election  shall  take  place,  and  that  day  shall  not  be  fixed  before  twenty  or  after 
thirW  days,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  convocation.  Tbe  royal  decree  shall  be 
umultancMnsly  published  in  the  gazettes  of  Havana  and  Puerto  Rico,  according  to 
circumstances,  the  proper  order  being  communicated  for  that  purpose  by  telegraph 
to  the  respective  gcfvemors-general  of  the  two  Antilles. 

Art.  76.  The  partial  election  shall  take  place  on  the  day  appointed,  according  to 
tbe  procedure  and  in  the  form  prescribed  by  this  law  for  general  elections. 

Art.  77.  Congress,  exereising  the  prerogative  belonging  to  it  according  to  article 
34  of  the  constitution,  shall  examine  and  judge  of  the  legality  of  the  elections 
secording  to  the  procedure  provided  by  its  regulattons,  and  shall  admit  as 
depaties  those  who  are  found  to  have  been  legally  elected  and  proclaimed  in  the 
districts,  if  they  possess  the  capacity  necessary  to  enable  them  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  are  not  disqualified  in  any  of  the  ways  defined  by  law. 

Art.  78.  In  the  case  of  an  election  in  which  the  votes  for  each  candidate  are  equal 
in  number,  if  only  one  of  the  candidates  who  have  received  the  same  number  of 
▼otes  shall  possess  legal  fitness  to  be  deputy  he  shall  at  once  be  proclaimed  and 
sdmitted,  provided  that  the  election  is  approved. 

He  who  IS  shown  to  be  legally  elected  snail  likewise  be  at  once  admitted  and  pro- 
claimed by  Congress  if  there  shall  be,  in  the  certificate  of  election,  protests  which 
Mem  Justified  against  the  votes  cast  for  the  other  one  or  more  candidates  having  an 
equal  number  of  votes. 

If  there  are  no  such  differences,  that  one  of  the  candidates  having  an  equal  number 
of  votes  shall  be  proclaimed  deputy  who— > 

(1)  Has  most  frequently  filled  the  office; 

(2)  Who  has  filled  it  for  the  longest  time; 

(3)  Who  is  the  oldest  in  years. 

Art.  79.  The  certificates  of  the  ballot  board  having  been  sent  to  the  central  board, 
•greeably  to  the  provisions  of  article  69.  shall  be  delivered  by  the  latter,  as  they 
oome  into  his  possession,  at  the  office  of  tne  secretary  of  Congress,  at  whose  disposal 
that  board  shall,  in  all  cases,  hold  the  other  documents  relating  to  certificates  of 
eleetion. 

Art.  90.  The  deputies  elect  or  presumptive,  who  have  proclaimed  by  the  examin- 
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This  having  been  done,  a  copy  shall  be  made  in  duplicate  from  the  first  list  in  alpha- 
betical order  of  the  names  of  the  voters  of  each  municipal  district,  divided  into  sec- 
tions«  and  these  copies  shall  constitute  the  final  lists.  On  the  9th  of  January  one  of 
them  shall  be  transmitted,  together  with  a  certificate  of  the  order  for  the  division 
of  the  municipal  district  into  sections,  and  of  the  complaints  which  have  been  pre- 
sented, to  the  provincial  census  board,  which  shall  adopt  such  decisions  as  it  may 
think  proper,  making  the  ]jroper  modifications  for  the  case  arising,  and  shall  cause 
to  be  printed  in  the  Boletm  the  lists  of  the  voters  of  the  province  before  the  20th 
of  January. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  list  for  each  municipal  district,  anthorized  by  the  president 
and  secretarv  of  the  provincial  board,  shall  be  transmitted^  certified,  the  leaves 
being  all  under  seal,  to  the  respective  president  of  the  municipal  board,  who  shall 
inform  the  board,  and  who  shall  cause  to  be  posted  in  a  public  place  for  three  daya, 
a  copy  of  that  document,  which  shall  be  placed  in  the  archives.  I'be  president  and 
secretary  of  the  junta  shiUl  be  responsible  for  the  absolute  correctness  of  thia  copy. 

Similar  copies  shall  also  be  transmitted  by  the  president  of  the  provisional  board 
to  the  authorities  that  are  declared  by  the  regulations  to  be  entitled  to  receive  them. 

There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  decisions  adopted  by  the  provincial  boards  in 
virtue  of  this  temporary  provision,  excepting  a  complaint  to  the  insular  board. 

The  day  previous  to  that  appointed  for  the  first  elections  to  be  held  after  the 
promulgation  of  this  law  the  municipal  census  boards  shall  meet  and  order  the 
enrollment  in  the  electoral  lists  of  those  who  have  applied  for  it  up  to  that  date 
who  have  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  show  that  they  possess  the  conditions 
which  this  law  requires  in  order  that  they  may  vote. 

Those  enrolled  by  virtue  of  these  orders  or  by  the  decisions  of  the  insular  board 
shall  exercise  their  right  in  the  section  in  which  they  are  domiciled. 

Fourth.  Until  a  new  division  shall  have  been  made  in  the  electoral  districts  for 
deputies  to  the  Cortes  in  the  territory  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  the 
one  now  existing  shall  remain  in  force. 

The  insular  electoral  census  boards  shall  divide  the  territory  of  the  islands  into 
districts  and  sections  for  the  election  of  representatives,  pursuant  to  the  royal  decree 
of  this  date. 

Approved  by  Her  Majesty.  Sagasta. 

Madbid,  November  S6, 1897, 


Articlee  of  the  electoral  law  of  the  Peninsula  of  June  £5, 1890,  in  the  form  in  which  they 
are  to  be  enforced,  according  to  article  IS  of  the  law  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  £ioo» 

Art.  4.  The  folio wiug  are  indispensable  requirements  for  admission  as  a  dnpnty 
to  the  congress : 

1.  To  possess  the  qualifications  required  by  article  29  of  the  constitution  on  the 
day  on  which  the  election  in  the  electoral  district  is  held. 

2.  To  have  been  elected  and  declared  elected  in  an  electoral  district,  or  in  the  oon- 

Sess.  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law  aud  those  of  the  regulations  of 
at  Dody. 

3.  Not  to  be  disqualified  by  any  reason  of  personal  incapacity  for  holding  the  office 
on  the  day  on  which  the  election  is  held. 

4.  Not  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  cases  established  by  the  law  concerning  dis- 
qualifications. 

Art.  5.  Disqualified  for  admission  as  deputies,  although  validly  elected,  are: 

1.  Those  found  to  be  included  in  any  of  the  cases  mentioned  in  article  2  of  this  law. 
The  rehabilitation  mentioned  in  No.  2  of  article  2  of  this  law  must  be  secured  for 

the  eligibility  of  a  deputy  at  least  two  years  previous  to  his  election. 

2.  Contractors  for  works  or  public  services  paid  for  out  of  the  general  fimda  of  the 
province  or  municipality;  those  who,  as  the  result  of  such  contracts,  have  claims 
pending  in  their  own  interest  against  the  administration  and  in  the  sureties  and 
partners  of  such  contractors.  This  incapacity  is  to  be  understood  as  relating  solely 
to  the  district  or  section  in  which  the  work  or  public  service  is  performed. 

3.  Those  who  fill,  or  have  filled  within  a  year,  in  the  district  or  section  in  which 
the  election  is  held,  any  office,  charge,  or  commission,  by  appointment  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  or  who  have  exercised  authority  in  a  popular  election,  among  whom  are  inolnded 
presidents  of  deputations,  and  deputies  who,  daring  the  previous  year,  have  been 
members  of  provincial  commissions. 

Excepted  from  this  are  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  and  officers  of  the  central 
administration  of  the  islands  and  of  the  peninsula. 

The  disqualifications  referred  to  in  No.  3  are  confined  to  the  votes  cast  in  the  dis- 
trict  or  section  or  within  the  limit  of  the  authority  or  fhnctions  with  which  the 
deputy  has  been  invested. 
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Abt,  6.  When  a  deputy  sIiaU  beeome  duqaalified  after  admiMion  to  the  conffreaa 
from  any  of  the  canaes  enomerated  in  Art.  5,  hia  moapaoity  shall  be  declared  and 
he  shall  immediately  forfeit  his  office. 

Art.  7.  Thoae  who  already  hold  the  office  of  deputy  to  the  cortes  shall  not  be 
admitted  to  the  same  oongiess  by  virtne  of  a  partial  election  unless  they  have 
resigned  the  same  before  notice  has  been  given  to  the  district  of  such  partial 
election. 

Abt.  8.  The  office  of  deputy  to  the  cortes  is  gratuitous  and  yolnntary,  and  may  be 
resided  before  and  after  taking  the  oath  of  office;  but  no  resignation  shall  be 
sdmissible  without  the  previous  approval  by  the  congress  of  the  deputy's  certificate 
of  election. 

Art.  22.  In  districts  in  which  a  deputy  is  to  be  elected  no  elector  shall  hare  the 
right  to  vote  for  more  than  one  person ;  when  more  than  one  and  as  many  as  four 
ire  to  be  elected  he  shall  have  the  right  to  vote  for  one  less  than  the  number  to  be 
elected ;  for  two  less  if  more  than  four  are  to  be  elected,  and  for  three  less  if  more 
than  eig^ht  are  to  be  elected. 

AST.  37.  The  following  candidates  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  supervisors  for 
the  electoral  bureaus  of  the  precincts  comprising  the  ciistrict  or  sectiou : 

1.  Ex^eputies  to  the  Cortes,  who  have  represented  the  same  district  or  any  other 
on  the  inland. 

2.  Those  who  have  been  candidates  in  the  same  district  in  former  elections  and 
obtained  at  least  one-fifth  of  all  the  votes  cast. 

3.  £x-flenators  elected  bv  the  island  to  which  the  district  or  section  belonffs. 

4.  Candidates  for  the  office  of  deputy  to  the  Cortes,  proposed  by  means  of  tickets 
signed  by  electors  of  the  respective  district  or  section^or  by  notarial  instmroents,  in 
the  preparation  of  wbich  a  competent  officer  has  taken  part^  the  number  of  such 
electora  being  equal  to  at  least  one-twentieth  of  the  entire  number  of  those  included 
in  the  final  list  of  the  district  or  section. 

Abt.  73.  Only  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congpress  shall  it  be  possible  to  pro- 
ceed to  m  partial  election  for  deputy  in  one  or  more  districts,  or  because  the  post  of 
representative  of  such  district  or  districts  has  become  vacant. 

Art.  74.  For  the  districts  which,  accordin£[  to  this  law,  are  to  elect  three  or  more 
depntieat  it  shall  be  understood  that  there  is  a  vacancy  in  their  representation  in 
the  Cortes  only  when,  for  any  reasoo,  at  least  two  deputies  fail  to  act  as  such. 

Art.  75.  The  royal  decree  convoking  the  electoral  colleges  of  one  or  more  districts 
for  the  partial  election  of  deputies  to  the  Cortes  shall  be  published  in  the  Gaceta 
de  Madrid  within  eight  days,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  communication  of  the 
resolution  of  Congress.  In  the  said  royal  decree  the  day  shall  be  fixed  on  which  the 
election  shall  take  place,  and  that  day  shall  not  be  fixed  before  twenty  or  after 
tbirtv  days,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  convocation.  The  royal  decree  shall  be 
simultaneously  published  in  the  gazettes  of  Havana  and  Puerto  Rico,  according  to 
circumatances^  the  proper  order  being  communicated  for  that  purpose  by  telegraph 
to  the  respective  gifvernors-^eneral  or  the  two  Antilles. 

Art.  76.  The  partial  election  shall  take  place  on  the  day  appointed,  according  to 
the  procednre  and  in  the  form  prescribed  by  this  law  for  general  elections. 

Art.  77.  Congress,  exercising  the  prerogative  belonging  to  it  according  to  article 
34  of  the  constitution,  shall  examine  and  judge  of  the  legality  of  the  electiona 
according  to  the  procedure  provided  by  its  regulations,  and  shall  admit  as 
deputies  those  who  are  found  to  have  been  legally  elected  and  proclaimed  in  the 
districts,  if  they  possess  the  capacity  necessary  to  enable  them  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  are  not  aisqualified  in  any  of  the  ways  defined  by  law. 

Art.  78.  In  the  case  of  an  election  in  which  the  votes  for  each  candidate  are  equal 
in  number,  if  only  one  of  the  candidates  who  have  received  the  same  number  of 
votes  shall  possess  legal  fitness  to  be  deputy  he  shall  at  once  be  proclaimed  and 
admitted,  provided  that  the  election  is  approved. 

He  who  la  shown  to  be  legally  elected  snail  likewise  be  at  once  admitted  and  pro- 
claimed by  Congress  if  there  shall  be,  in  the  certificate  of  election,  protests  which 
seem  justified  a^nst  the  votes  cast  for  the  other  one  or  more  candidates  having  an 
equal  number  of  votes. 

If  there  are  no  such  differences,  that  one  of  the  candidates  having  an  equal  number 
of  votes  shall  be  proclaimed  deputy  who— 

(1)  Hae  most  frequently  filled  the  office; 

(2)  Who  hae  filled  it  for  the  longest  time ; 

(3)  Who  is  the  oldest  in  years. 

Art.  79.  The  certifieates  of  the  ballot  board  having  been  sent  to  the  central  board, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  article  09,  shall  be  delivered  by  the  latter,  as  they 
oome  into  hia  possession,  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Congress,  at  whose  disposid 
that  board  shall,  in  all  cases,  hold  the  other  documents  relating  to  certificates  of 
election. 

Art.  80«  The  deputies  elect  or  presumptive,  who  have  proclaimed  by  the  examin- 
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ing  boards  (ballot  boards)  at  general  elections,  shall  present  their  respective  creden- 
tiMB  within  two  months,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Cortes.  For 
those  proclaimed  elected  at  partial  elections  the  time  shall  be  reckoned  from  the  daj 
of  their  proclamation  by  the  examining  board  ( ballot  board) .  It  shall  be  understood 
that  he  who  does  not  present  his  credentials  within  the  period  lixed  by  this  article 
resigns  his  office,  and,  oonseqnentlv,  a  vacancy  in  the  district  or  college  concerned 
Shan  be  declared  after  Congress  shall  have  decided  concerning  the  legality  of  the; 
election. 

Art.  81.  If  the  same  individual  shall  be  found  to  have  been  elected  by  two  or  more 
districts  at  the  same  time,  he  shall  make  choice  before  Congress  of  one  of  them  within 
eight  days  after  the  last  of  his  certificates  of  election  shall  have  been  approved,  if 
he  shall  then  have  been  admitted  as  a  deputy,  or  within  thirty  days  if  otherwise. 

In  default  of  a  choice  within  either  term,  the  district  that  belongs  to  him  shall  be 
decided  by  lot  in  Congress,  and  a  vacancy  shall  be  declared  with  respect  to  the 
others. 

Art.  82.  The  electors  and  the  candidates  who  have  taken  part  or  been  concerned 
in  an  election  may  have  recourse  to  Congress  at  any  time  before  the  approval  of  the 
respective  certificates  of  election  with  such  complaints  as  the^  may  desire  to  present 
with  regard  to  the  validity  or  result  of  such  election,  or  with  regard  to  the  legal 
qualifications  of  the  deputy  elect  previous  to  his  having  been  admitted. 

Art.  83.  When,  in  order  to  be  able  to  appreciate  and  judged  of  the  legality  of  an 
election  concerning  which  complaint  is  made  before  Congress,  it  shall  be  thought 
necessary  to  make  some  negotiations  in  the  locality  where  such  election  was  held, 
the  president  of  the  chamber  shall  give  and  directly  communicate  orders  to  the  judi- 
oial  magistrate  of  the  territory  whom  he  may  think  proper  to  commission  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  commissioned  magistrate  shall  consult  with  the  said  President  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty  without  any  necessity  for  the  intervention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Art.  84.  After  an  election  has  been  approved  by  Congress  and  the  deputy  elected 
by  it  has  been  admitted,  no  complaint  shall  be  received,  nor  shall  any  subsequent 
discussion  be  permitted  respecting  the  validity  of  the  said  election,  or  regarding  the 
legal  fitness  or  the  deputy,  unless  on  account  of  incapacity  that  has  occurred  since 
his  admission. 

Approved  by  Her  Majesty. 

Saoasta. 

Madrid,  November  £5, 1897. 


[From  theGaceta  de  Madrid,  Saturday,  November  27, 1897.] 

Official. — Presidknt  of  the  Council  of  Ministers. 

statement. 

Madam  :  In  endeavoring  to  solve  the  problem  of  introducing  colonial  autonomy  into 
the  islands  of  Cuba  and  ruerto  Kico,  which  task,  together  with  that  of  the  pacifi- 
cation of  the  territory  of  Cuba,  constitutes  the  engagements  which  the  Govemnient 
has  contracted  with  the  nation,  the  ministers  think  that  detailed  explanations  and 
comments  on  the  complex  matters  embraced  in  the  plan  should  give  way  to  « tem< 
perate  but  full  statement  of  its  fundamental  character,  or  of  the  spheres  of  action 
to  which  it  extends  and  of  the  consequences  which,  in  their  opinion,  must  he  the 
result  of  the  regime  which  they  propose  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  government  of  the 
Spanish  Antilles. 

Criticism  and  analysis  will  speedily  elucidate  all  that  relates  to  the  details ;  the 
essential  ideas  and  the  inspiration  of  the  decree  have  their  appropriate  plaoe  here 
and  at  this  time  only. 

This  is  the  more  necessary  since  the  first  and  most  essential  condition  of  ancceos 
in  reforms  of  this  kind  is  absolute  sincerity  of  purpose.  With  this  sinceritv  the 
Gk>vemment  has  examined  the  best  form  of  an  autonomic  constitution  for  the  islands 
of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  and  it  hopes  clearly  to  demonstrate,  in  these  observations, 
that  the  intention  and  the  results  have  gone  hand  in  hand. 

It  was  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  clearly  to  establish  the  principle,  to  develop  it 
in  its  entirety,  and  to  surround  it  with  every  guaranty  of  success,  beoanse,  when 
it  is  sought  to  intrust  the  direction  of  affairs  to  peoples  that  have  reached  the  age 
of  virility,  either  no  mention  of  autonomy  should  be  made  to  them  or  it  should  be 
given  to  them  complete,  with  the  conviction  that  thev  are  started  on  the  right  road 
with  the  restrictions  or  shackles  which  are  born  of  distrust  and  suspicion.  £ither 
the  defense  of  nationality  is  confided  to  repression  and  force  or  it  is  turned  over  to  a 
xeconoiliation  of  affection  and  tradition  with  interest,  and  this  reoonoiliation  is 
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Btrengtliexied  according  m  it  iB  developed  by  the  adyftntsges  of  a  system  of  irovem- 
BMut  that  teaohee  and  gives  evidence  to  the  colonies  that  nnder  no  other  wUl  it  be 
pofi«ible  for  them  to  attain  a  higher  degree  of  welfare,  secnrit^,  and  greatness. 

Thi»  being  the  case,  it  waa  a  condition  essential  to  the  attainment  of  the  purpose 
had  iu  view  to  seek  for  that  principle  a  practical  form  and  one  that  was  intelligible 
to  the  i>eQple  that  had  to  be  governed  by  it.  and  the  Government  found  this  in  the 
programme  of  that  insular  party,  considerable  in  numbers,  but  still  more  important 
by  ^'dftflon  of  its  intelligence  and  perseverance,  the  predictions  of  which  party  have, 
for  twenty  years  past,  made  the  people  of  Cuba  familiar  with  the  Hpirlt,  the  pro- 
cedure and  the  great  importance  of  the  serious  innovation  which  they  are  called 
Qpon  to  introduce  into  their  political  and  social  life. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  foregoing  that  the  project  is  in  nowise  theoretical,  and  that 
it  is  not  an  imitation  or  copy  of  other  colonial  conntitutions  which  have  been  Justly 
reesrded  as  models  in  the  matter,  for  although  the  Government  haH  carefully  coii- 
fidered  what  those  instruments  teach  it  realizes  that  the  institutions  of  peoples 
which,  in  their  history  and  their  ra«e,  differ  so  much  from  that  of  Cuba,  can  not 
take  root  where  they  have  neither  precedent  nor  atmosphere,  nor  that  preparation 
which  is  the  outgrowth  of  education  and  belief. 

The  problem  having  been  thus  defined,  inasmnch  as  the  question  was  to  give  an 
satonomic  constitution  to  a  Spanish  territory  peopled  by  a  Spanish  race  and  civi- 
lized by  £urope^  there  was  no  longer  any  doubt  as  to  the  dorision  to  be  reached; 
antonouiy  had  to  be  developed  according  to  the  ideas  and  the  programme  which 
bears  that  name  iu  the  Antilles,  without  eliminating  anything  or  its  contents,  and 
especially  without  altering  its  spirit,  but  rather  by  completing  and  harmonizing  it 
and  giving  it  greater  guaranties  of  stability,  as  should  be  done  by  the  government 
of  a  mother  country  which  feels  itself  called  to  establish  such  a  programme,  f^om  a 
conviction  of  ito  advantages,  (torn  a  desire  to  carry  peace  and  tranquillity  to  those 
bij^bly  prized  territories,  and  from  a  consciousnesH  of  its  own  responsibility,  not  only 
to  the  colonies,  bnt  also  to  its  own  vast  interests  which  time  has  connected  and 
woven  together  in  the  impenetrable  net  of  yearA. 

Bein^  thus  sure  of  the  form  which  best  fitted  ita  design,  the  Government  found  it 
easy  to  distinguish  the  three  aspects  offered  by  the  establishment  of  an  autononiio 
constitntion.  In  the  first  place,  the  sacred  interests  or  the  mother  country,  which, 
\miug  alarmetl  and  distrustful  on  account  of  the  course  pursued  by  many  of  her 
BODS,  siod  wounded  by  the  ingratitude  of  those  who  put  more  trust  in  the  seltishneHS 
of  the  apecolator  than  they  do  in  brotherly  affection,  desires  above  all  things  that 
xhf-  change  for  which  she  is  prepared  should  draw  closer  and  strengthen  the  bond  of 
8overei>pity,  and  that  in  the  midst  of  a  blesse<l  peace  the  interests  of  all  her  sons, 
which  are  not  at  variance  with  each  other,  although  they  may  bu  at  times  differtmt, 
ahould  be  harmonized  and  developed  by  the  free  consent  of  all. 

Next  are  to  be  considered  the  aspirations,  the  needs,  and  the  desires  of  our  colonial 
population,  which  is  anxious  to  be  treated  like  an  unfortunate  daughter  instead  of 
being  cmaned  like  an  enemy,  which  is  obedient  to  the  call  of  affection,  and  ready  to 
rebel  like  Spaniards  against  the  brutal  imposition  of  exterminating  force.  These 
I^eople  expect  from  the  mother  country  a  form  in  which  their  initiative  may  be 
molded  and  a  mode  of  procedure  that  may  authorize  them  to  manage  their  own 
interests. 

And  finally,  this  vast  and  interesting  mass  of  relations  created  of  interests  devel- 
oped in  that  long  past  which  nobody,  still  lees  a  Government,  is  at  libertv  to  disre- 
gard or  forget,  and  whose  preservation  and  development  involve  the  fulfillment  of 
the  destiny  of  our  race  in  America,  and  the  glory  of  the  Spanish  flag  in  lands  that 
were  discovered  and  civilized  by  our  ancestors. 

These  three  orders  of  ideas  find  their  answer  in  the  fundamental  provisions  of  the 
draft  snbmitted  to  your  Majesty  for  approval.  To  the  first,  that  is,  to  the  point  of  view 
of  the  mother  country,  belong  the  questions  of  sovereignty  which  have  been  confided 
to  the  highest  anthoritiee  of  the  Spanish  nation.  The  representation  and  authority 
of  the  King,  who  is  the  nation  itself,  the  command  of  the  army  and  navy,  the  admin- 
istration of  Justice,  diplomatic  understanding  with  America,  the  constant  and  benefi- 
cent relations  between  the  colony  and  the  mother  country,  the  pardoning  power 
and  the  apholding  and  defense  of  the  constitution  are  intrusted  to  the  Governor- 
General  as  the  King's  representative,  and  nnder  the  direction  of  the  council  of  min-. 
isters.  Nothing  that  is  essential  has  been  forgotten ;  the  authority  of  the  central 
power  is  in  nowise  diminished  or  abated. 

The  insular  aspect  is,  in  its  turn,  developed  in  a  manner  as  ftill  and  complete  as 
could  be  desired  by  those  who  are  most  exacting,  in  central,  provincial,  and  munici- 
pal autonomy ;  in  the  application  without  reserve  or  equivocation  of  the  parlia- 
menteiX7  system ;  in  the  powers  of  the  insular  chambers  and  in  the  creation  of  a 
resj^nnble  government,  at  the  head  of  which,  and  forming  the  supreme  bond  of 
nationality  as  regards  the  executive  power,  again  appears  the  Governor-General  who, 
w  the  one  hand«  presides  through  responsible  ministers  over  the  development  of 
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colouial  life,  and,  on  the  other,  associates  and  connects  it  with  the  general  life  of 
the  nation. 

And  that  third  aspect,  in  which  is  recapitulated  the  history  of  the  relations 
between  the  Antilles  and  the  mother  conntry,  and  within  which  their  commeree, 
their  credit,  and  their  wealth,  must  also  be  developed,  is  defined  in  a  series  of  pro- 
visions of  a  permanent  character,  which  connects  the  two  executive  powers — the 
insular  and  the  national,  and  at  times,  their  chambers — in  such  a  manner  that  at 
every  moment  they  lend  each  other  mutual  aid,  and  assist  each  other  in  developing 
the  common  interests. 

And  all  this  manifold  and  complex,  though  not  complicated,  system  is  sanctioned 
and  rendered  practical  by  a  series  of  guaranties  of  associations  of  constant  ander- 
standings  and  public  discussious  which  will  absolutely  prevent,  so  far  as  it  is  allow- 
able  for  man  to  predict  that  which  is  to  come,  unyielding  dilemmas,  insurmountable 
difficulties,  and  collisions  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country. 

This  is  a  point  of  so  great  importance  that  the  Government  would  certainly  have 
subordinated  all  other  questions  to  it  if  such,  subordination  had  been  ne  cessary, 
which  it  can  not  be,  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  fear  it,  since  the  bases  of  the  new 
regime  are  established  upon  harmony  of  interests,  scrupulous  respect  for  the  rights 
of  others,  and  the  desire  in  the  mother  country  unremittingly  to  aid  the  develop- 
ment, prosperity,  and  peaceful  aggrandizement  of  her  beautiful  Antilles,  which 
desire  the  Government  does  not  donbt  will  be  fully  shared  there. 

This  does  not  mean  that  no  questions  will  arise  in  which  the  two  spheres  of  action 
will  be  confounded,  and  that  the*e  will  be  no  legitimate  doubts  as  to  which  is  the 
predominant  interest  in  them,  or  that  there  will  not  be,  after  the  doubts,  more  or 
less  of  passionate  discussion.  In  no  colony  enjoying  autonomy  has  this  faile<l  to 
happen ;  in  none  has  the  case  arisen  in  which  the  central  Government  was  alwav)^ 
ana  systematically  in  accord  with  the  acts  of  the  colonial  government.  Long  is  tke 
list  of  the  legislative  enactments  of  Canada  which  have  beien  vetoed  by  the  British 
Government,  and  curious  and  exceedingly  interesting  is  the  list  of  judicial  decisions 
which  have  defined  the  diverse  jurisdictions  of  their  looul  assemblies,  either  among 
themselves  or  with  their  governors.  This  has  been  the  case  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  great  decentralization,  the  antecedents  of  Canadian  history,  and  freedom  of 
trade  greatly  simplify  the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

The  excellence  of  the  system,  however,  lies  in  the  fact  that  when  such  cases  arise, 
and  especially  when  they  are  frequent,  the  balance  of  power  both  within  the  (colo- 
nial constitution  and  in  the  relations  of  the  colony  to  the  mother  country  is  such 
that  a  remedy  is  always  to  be  had,  that  a  basis  of  understanding  is  never  lacking, 
and  that  a  common  ground  is  always  to  be  found  on  which  interests  are  either  har- 
monized or  their  antagonism  is  settled  or  the  will  of  the  people  bows  to  the  decision 
of  the  courts. 

K,  therefore,  the  rights  which  are  recognized  by  the  constitution  as  belonging  to 
the  citizens  are  violated  or  their  interests  are  disregarded  by  the  town  boards  and 
deputations  which  are,  in  their  turn,  within  the  system,  entirely  autonomous,  the 
courts  of  justice  will  defend  and  uphold  them ;  if  corporations  go  beyond  their  pow- 
era,  or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  executive  power  undertakes  to  impair  what  the 
constitution  of  the  kingdom  or  the  provisions  of  this  decree  declare  to  be  powers 
belonging  to  the  town  boards  or  the  provincinal  corporations,  the  accused  party 
has  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  courts  of  the  island,  and  as  a  last  resort  to  the  supreme 
conrt,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  settle  disputes  of  jurisdiction  between  the  Governor- 
General  and  the  colonial  parliament,  whoever  may  have  given  rise  to  such  disputen; 
both  will  have  the  same  rights  to  complain  and  to  seek  legal  redress  for  their  wrouf^s 

Thus,  whatever  difficulties  may  arise  from  the  establiBbment  of  a  system,  or  be 
the  outgrowth  of  its  exercise,  will  be  decided  by  the  courts,  which  have  been*  since 
ancient  Rome  down  to  modern  England,  the  most  progressive  source  of  right,  and 
which  have  afforded  the  most  flexible  procedure  for  the  harmonization  of  the  grow- 
ing demands  of  real  life  and  the  slow  process  of  legislation. 

Thus  the  autonomic  constitution  which  the  Government  proposes  for  the  islands 
of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Kioo  is  not  exotic  or  copied,  nor  is  it  an  imitation.  It  is  an 
organization *ut  generUj  conceived  and  upheld  by  the  natives  of  the  Spanish  Antilles, 
gladly  inscribed  by  the  liberal  party  in  their  programme  in  order  that  the  nation 
might  know  what  it  had  to  expect  from  that  party  when  it  should  come  into  ]K>wc«ry 
.  and  characterized  by  a  feature  which  no  colonial  regime  has  thus  far  presented,  viz : 
that  the  Antilles  can  be  wholly  antonomous,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  and  at 
the  same  time  have  their  representatives  and  form  a  part  of  the  national  parliament, 

80  that,  while  the  representatives  of  the  insular  people  direct  from  their  local 
chambers  the  special  interests  of  their  country,  others  elected  by  the  same  noopKe 
aid  and  cooperate  in  the  Cortes  in  the  making  of  those  laws  in  whose  mould  are 
formed  and  unified  the  different  elements  of  Spanish  nationalitjr.  And  this  is  not  a 
small  or  paltry  advantage;  still  less  does  it  furnish  ground  for  surprise,  as  some 
might,  perhaps,  think,  becaose  this  present  of  the  deputies  £rom  the  Antilles  in  tha 
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Cortes  ia  a  close  bond  of  tbe  nationality  which  in  raised  above  all  the  unities  which 
hTe  in  ite»  bosom,  now  soneht  as  one  of  the  greatest  political  steps  in  advance  of  oar 
dsj  hj  the  autonomons  llnglish  colonies,  which  are  anxious  to  take  part  in  an 
Imperial  Parliament  in  the  supreme  fnnotion  of  legislators  and  direotors  of  the  great 
British  Empire. 

ThiB  ionn,  therefore,  which  is  oharacteristlo  of  the  system  now  adopted  by  Spain, 
while  it  gives  it  its  own  meaning,  signifies,  if  not  a  step  in  advance,  such  as  those 
eDgendered  by  the  present  time,  an  advantage  which  circumstances  offer  us  as  a  Just 
compeDsation  for  the  immense  disasters  which  our  colonial  history  recounts. 

The  Government  ftunkly  acknowledges  that  for  the  success  of  its  work  public  dis- 
coasioo  in  Parliament  would  have  been  better,  together  with  the  analysis  of  public 
opinion  in  the  press,  on  the  lecture  platform,  and  in  books;  but  it  is  not  its  fault,  as 
it  waa  not  that  of  the  previous  Qovemment,  if  the  pressure  of  circumstances  compels 
it  to  do  without  this  precious  guaranty.  Yet  if  the  party  which  now  serves  the  inter- 
rats  of  the  Crown  and  the  country  in  the  Government  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
approre,  in  its  day,  the  initiative  taken  by  the  conservative  party,  or  in  voting  for 
the  appropriation  which  it  asked  from  the  Cortes,  it  has  a  right,  now  that  the  weight 
of  circomstances  is  still  heavier  than  it  was  then,  to  hope  that  public  opinion  will 
approve  to-day  the  course  pursued  by  it,  and  that  the  Cortes  will  do  so  to-morrow. 

For  this  reason  it  does  not  hesitate  to  face  the  responsibility,  and  it  intends  to  pnt 
into  immediate  action  and  practice  the  solutions  wnioh  are  implied  in  the  present 
decree  with  the  same  sincerity  with  which  it  has  prepsred  it,  thus  removing  the  sus- 
picion of  any  indecision  in  its  course  or  of  reservations  in  its  promises.  If  the  regime 
shall  be  fonnd  wanting  in  practice  for  lack  of  good  faith  in  anybody  it  will  never 
be— and  we  are  proud  to  proclaim  this — the  fauU  of  the  men  who  are  actuated  above 
all  things  by  the  noble  desire  to  pacify  their  country. 

The  Government  thinks  that  it  has  thns  said  everything  necessary  to  make  known 
the  gmesis,  the  inspiration,  and  the  character  of  the  plan  which,  establishing  in  Cuba 
and  Puerto  Rico  an  autonomic  regime,  it  now  submits  to  Your  Mi^esty. 

To  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  constitution  of  the  Monarchy,  the  plan  will 
certainly  not  present  any  great  difficulties,  for  the  Government  has,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, taken  for  its  guide  the  organic  system  of  that  instrument,  the  division  of  ita 
Titles,  and  even  its  wording.  The  modifications  of  the  constitutional  articles  are 
acceasorv  and  circumstantial;  the  additions  respond  to  its  specialty  and  seek  to 
secure  the  efficiency  of  its  provisions  and  the  faciiitv  of  their  execution. 

Donbtleea  something  will  remain  to  be  done,  and  some  reforms  will  be  needed; 
this  will  be  shown  simultaneously  by  the  defense  of  its  provisions  and  the  criticisms 
made  thereon,  and  p«dnally  the  good  grounds  upon  which  both  are  basefl  will  be 
ascertained ;  this  will  render  it  possible  to  incorporate  what  is  good  in  the  plan  and 
to  reject  what  does  not  harmonize  with  its  fundamental  ideas  when  the  time  oomes 
for  it  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Cortes. 

Let  it  be  understood,  nevertheless,  that  the  Government  will  not  eliminate  from 
it,  nor  will  it  consent  that  anything  be  eliminated  that  goes  to  form  colonial  liberties, 
gnaraateee.  and  privileges,  because  being  prepared  to  complete  its  work  or  to  throw 
Oght  npon  doubts,  it  does  not  intend  that  when  it  presents  its  plan  for  parliamentary 
sanction  the  concessions  made  shall  suffer  any  impairment,  nor  can  it  consent  to  do 
so  if  it  baa  a  majority  in  the  chambers. 

But  though  all  that  the  Government  considers  necessary  to  explain  in  the  general 
lines  of  the  decree  has  been  set  forth  in  the  foregoing,  it  still  deems  it  indispensa- 
ble, for  reasons  which  will  readily  be  understood,  to  fix  the  sense  of  the  articles 
which  refer  to  autonomy  with  regard  to  the  tariff,  and  which  refer  to  the  debt  which 
burdens  the  Cuban  treasury. 

The  export  trade  from  the  Peninsula  to  Cuba,  which  amounts  to  about  $30,000,000 
per  annnm,  and  which,  moreover,  furnishes  ground  for  important  combinations  for 
navigation  on  the  hi^h  seas,  has  hitherto  been  subjected  to  an  exceptional  r<^gime 
which  is  absolutely  incompatible  with  the  principle  of  colonial  autonomy. 

This  implies  the  power  to  regulate  the  conditions  of  its  import  and  export  trade  and 
to  have  free  control  of  i ts  custom-houses.  To  re^se  these  privileges  to  C uba  or  Puerto 
Kico  wonld  be  tantamount  to  nullifying  the  value  of  the  principles  laid  down;  to 
endeavor  to  defeat  their  object  would  be  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  nation. 
What  it  behooves  the  Government  to  do,  after  recognizing  the  principle  in  its 
entirety^  w  to  endeavor  to  cause  the  transition  to  take  place  without  violence  or 
rnjnry  Co  the  interests  which  have  been  developed  under  the  old  system,  and  for 
thin  porpose  to  pave  the  way  to  an  understanding  with  the  governments  of  the 
Antilles, 

The  moat  earnest  advocates  of  autonomy  have  never  denied  the  willingness  of 
rhf Hie  coantries  to  recognize,  in  behalf  of  genuinely  national  industry  and  commerce, 
a  maog^n  that  should  secure  that  market  to  them. 

This  aseurance  has  always  been  given  by  their  representatives  in  the  Cortes,  and  is 
still  given  by  their  renresentatives  in  the  Cortes,  and  is  still  given  by  all  parties  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  aeooroing  to  statements  which  the  Government  considers  irrecusable. 
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Complaints  arose^  not  from  the  existence  of  discriminating  duties^  bnt  from  the  fact 
that  those  duties  were  too  high,  and  that  this  prevented  the  Antilles  from  securing 
the  markets  which  they  needed  for  their  rich  and  abundant  productions,  and  from 
the  lack  of  reciprocity.  Thus,  as  no  insarmountable  difficulties  exist,  there  is  ground 
for  saying  that  an  understanding  is  more  than  possible;  that  it  is  certain,  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  exports  from  the  peninsula  to  Cuba  consist  of  aboiir 
fifty  articles  of  the  foar  hundred  that  are  specified  in  the  tariff,  and  that  of  th«^ 
fifty  many,  owing  to  their  special  character,  and  owing  to  the  customs  and  tastes  of 
the  Cubans,  will  never  have  reason  to  fear  the  competition  of  foreign  articles. 

The  manufacturers'  and  shipowners  of  the  Peninsula  have  no  cause  for  alarm 
owing  to  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  autonomy,  which,  while  it  modifies  the 
conditions  on  which  the  tariff  is  based,  does  not  alter  the  essential  bases  of  tbe 
economic  relations  between  Spain  and  the  Antilles.  There  will  doubtless  be  some 
difficulties  to  be  harmonized,  or  it  will  be  necessary  to  settle  tbe  inevitable  differ- 
ences accompanying  any  change  of  the  mercantile  r<^^ime;  it  will  be  nec-ea^rr  to 
combine  both  tariffs  in  some  way ;  but  neither  are  the  interests  of  Cuba  opposed  to 
those  of  the  Peninsula,  nor  is  it  to  any  one's  interest  to  diminish  the  oommercial 
relations  existing  between  the  two  countries. 

If  then  the  insular  government  were  already  established,  and  if  with  it  it  ha<l 
been  possible  to  agree  upon  a  system  of  mercantile  relations,  this  question  would 
not  have  assumed  proportions  which  it  does  not  possess;  nor  would  there  be  any 
cause  for  predicting  ruin  and  disaster ;  the  facts  would  put  snppositions  to  silence. 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  Government  nas  thought  that  in  order  to  quiet  alarm,  it  wa» 
proper  for  it  to  anticipate  events,  and  that  instead  of  leaving  the  settlement  of  tbe 

?[uestion  to  the  natural  working  of  the  new  constitution,  it  was  proper  to  fix  withcot 
urther  delay  the  bases  of  our  future  mercHntile  relations.  In  doing  this  and  with 
a  view  to  removing  all  cause  of  distrust,  it  has  gone  so  far  as  to  fix  a  maximum  fur 
the  differential  duties  that  are  to  be  obtained  by  peninsular  goods,  offering,  at»  was 
right  and  just,  the  same  rates  to  insular  productions. 

The  basis  of  the  understanding  having  been  fixed  and  determined,  the  principle  of 
autonomy  having  been  guaranteed,  the  equality  of  powers  having  l>een  established 
in  an  unquestionable  manner  in  the  procedure  that  is  to  be  observed,  an<l  the  aptnt 
which  actuates  those  islanders  being  known,  the  negotiation  will  be  easy  and  in 
results  will  be  advantageous  to  both  parties. 

As  to  the  debt  which  burdens  the  Cuban  treasury,  either  directly  or  owinir  to  th«' 
guarantee  which  it  has  given  to  that  of  the  Peninsula,  and  which  the  latter  beark 
analogously,  the  justice  of  dividing  it  in  an  equitable  manner  when  the  terminati-'Q 
of  the  war  shall  render  it  possible  to  fix  its  definitive  amount  is  not  to  be  doubted 
for  a  moment. 

This  debt,  let  us  hope,  will  not  be  so  enormous  as  to  amount  to  an  insupportable 
burden  upon  the  energy  of  the  nation,  nor  is  the  nation  so  lacking  in  resouroes  thAt 
it  needs  to  feel  alarm  at  the  prospect  before  it.  A  country  which  during  the  past 
few  months  has  given  snch  strong  evidence  of  virility  and  social  discipline;  a  terri- 
tory  like  that  of  Cuba,  which,  even  in  the  midst  of  its  political  convulsions  and  of 
war  scarcely  interrupted  for  thirty  years,  has  produced  so  great  wealth  by  cultivate 
ing  only  a  small  part  of  its  fertile  soil,  and  which  has  done  this  by  its  own  strength 
alone,  with  few  inscitutions  of  credit,  struggling  against  sugar  on  which  a  bounty  u 
paid,  the  American  market  being  closed  to  its  manufactured  tobacoo,  and  at  the  same 
time  changing  slave  labor  into  free  labor,  may  calmly  contemplate  the  payment  of 
its  obligations  and  inspire  its  creditors  with  contidence. 

Consequently,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  it  is  important  to  think  from 
this  time  forward  of  the  manner  in  which  the  debt  is  to  be  paid,  rather  than  of  iU 
division,  applying  the  economic  methods  of  our  day  to  the  great  wealUi  which  tbe 
soil  of  Cuba  secures  to  agriculturists  and  which  the  bowels  of  the  earth  aecare  to 
miners,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  extraordinary  facilities  offered  to  the  commerof 
of  the  world  by  the  insular  form  and  the  geographical  situation  of  what  haa  rightly 
been  called  the  **  Pearl  of  the  Antilles." 

If  no  legislation  can  yet  be  enacted  concerning  these  things,  it  is  proper  to  bear 
them  in  mind  very  carefully  and  to  pay  much  attention  to  them,  since  it  has  ooctirre^I 
to  others  who  certainly  can  not  be  charged  with  being  visionary  or  forming  illu- 
sions— it  has  occurred  to  them,  I  say,  to  take  advantage  of  this  great  germ  of 
wealth,  not,  indeed,  for  the  benefit  of  Spain  or  to  uphold  her  sovereignty ;  ytrhen 
they  do  this,  it  would  be  fooling  not  to  follow  their  example  and  not  to  convert  into 
a  redemption  of  the  past  and  a  guaranty  of  the  future  what  has  perhaps  been  an 
incentive  to  war  and  the  origin  in  a  great  measure  of  the  evils  which  we  Are  now 
so  eagerly  seeking  to  remedy. 

Basing  its  action  on  these  considerations,  the  Government  has  the  honor  to  submit 
the  inclosed  draft  of  a  decree  to  Your  Majesty  for  approval. 
Madam,  at  Your  Majesty's  royal  feet, 

PrXxbdks  Mateo  Saoasta. 

Madrid,  November  25, 1897, 
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ROYAL  DBCRBB. 

By  the  advice  and  consent  of  my  conncil  of  ministers.  In  the  name  of  my  angnst 
sun.  King  Alfonso  XHIi  asd  as  Queen  Regent  of  the  Kingdom,  I  decree  as  follows : 

TiTLS  I. — Of  ike  government  and  admini»tration  of  the  Ulmnde  of  Cubm  and  Fuerto  Eieo, 

Articub  L  The  islands  of  Cnba  and  Pnerto  Rico  shall  hereafter  be  governed  and 
administered  in  accordance  with  the  following  provisions : 

Explanatarjf  note. 

To  facilitate  the  understanding  of  thin  decree  and  to  prevent  confnsion  as  regards 
the  legal  valne  of  the  terms  therein  used  the  following  definitions  must  be  remem- 
bered: 

Execntive  eentral  power :  The  King  with  his  conncil  of  ministers. 

Spanish  Parliament:  The  Cortes  with  the  King. 

Spanish  Chambers;  The  Congress  and  the  iSenate. 

Central  Government:  The  conncil  of  ministers  of  the  Kingdom. 

Colonial  parliament:  The  two  chambers  with  the  Governor-General. 

Colonial  chambers:  The  council  of  administration  and  the  chamber  of  represen- 
tativee. 

Colonial  legislative  assemblies:  The  council  of  administration  and  the  chamber  of 
repreaentativee. 

Governor-General  in  council:  The  Governor-General,  with  his  secretaries. 

Instructions  of  the  Governor-General:  Those  which  he  received  when  he  was 
appointed  to  his  post. 

Statute :  Colonial  provision  of  a  legislative  character. 

Colonial  statutes :  The  colonial  legislation. 

Le.^^lation  or  general  laws:  The  legislation  or  laws  of  the  Kingdom. 

Art.  2.  The  government  of  each  one  of  the  islands  shall  be  composed  of  an  insular 
parliament^  divided  into  two  chambers,  and  of  a  governor-general  representing  the 
mo^er-country,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  latter,  shall  exercise  supreme  authority. 

Title  II.— 0/  the  insular  ohamhera. 

Art.  3.  The  insular  chambers,  together  with  the  governor-general,  shall  have 
power  to  legislate  concerning  colonial  affairs  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  pro- 
vided by  law. 

Art.  4.  The  islands  shall  be  represented  by  two  bodies,  whose  power  shall  be 
equal,  viz:  The  chamber  of  representatives  and  the  council  of  administration. 

Art.  5.  The  council  shall  be  composed  of  35  members,  of  whom  18  shall  be  elected 
in  the  manner  preAoribed  in  the  electoral  law,  and  the  remaining  17  shall  be  desig- 
nated by  the  Aing,  and  in  his  name  by  the  governor-general,  from  among  those  pos- 
sessing the  requirements  enumerated  m  the  following  articles: 

Art.  6.  To  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  council  of  administration  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  be  a  Spaniard ;  to  have  attained  the  age  of  35  years ;  to  have  been  born  in 
the  island,  or  te  have  resided  there  uninterruptedly  for  four  years;  not  to  be  under 
criminal  prosecution ;  to  be  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  one's  political  rights;  not  to 
have  onen  property  embargoed;  to  have  had  for  two  or  more  years  an  income  of 
one's  own  amounting  to  $4^000,  and  to  have  no  part  in  contracts  with  the  central 
government  or  with  that  of  the  island. 

Stockholders  in  joint-stock  companies  shall  not  be  considered  as  having  a  contract 
with  the  government,  although  the  society  to  which  they  belong  may  have  one. 

Art.  7.  Those  who,  in  addition  to  the  requirements  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
article,  posseas  any  one  of  the  following;  may  be  elected  or  designated  as  members 
of  the  conncil  of  administration : 

(1)  Being  or  having  been  a  senator  of  the  Kingdom,  or  having  the  requirements 
specified  in  Title  III  of  the  constitution  for  the  discharge  of  the  duty  of  that  office. 

<2)  Having  discharged  for  two  years  the  duties  of  one  of  the  offices  mentioned 
below: 

That  of  presiding  Judge  of  the  superior  court  of  Havana,  or  of  the  Government 
attorney  attached  to  that  court;  that  of  rector  of  the  University  of  Havana:  that 
of  a  member  of  the  old  conncil  of  administration ;  president  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce of  the  capital;  president  of  the  Economic  Society  of  Friends  of  the  Country, 
of  Havana;  president  of  the  Club  of  Landholders;  president  of  the  Tobacco  Manu- 
facturers' Union;  president  of  the  League  of  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and  Agri- 
culturists of  Cuba;  dean  of  the  Illustrious  College  of  Lawyers,  of  the  capital; 
alcalde  of  Havana;  president  of  its  provincial  deputation  for  two  terms  ot  two 
years  e»rh.  or  president  of  a  provinoiafdeputation  for  three  such  terms;  dean  of  any 
of  the  cathedral  cabildos. 
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(3)  The  following  persons  may  likewise  be  elected  or  designated:  Lnnd  ownera 
whose  names  appear  in  tbe  list  of  the  50  largest  taxpayers  on  land  held  by  them,  or 
in  that  of  the  first  50  for  trade,  professions,  industry,  and  arts. 

Art.  8.  The  appointment  of  the  members  of  the  conncil  whom  the  Crown  may 
designate  shall  take  place  by  special  decrees,  in  which  the  groand  on  which  the 
appointment  is  based  shall  always  be  stated. 

The  members  of  the  council  thus  appointed  shall  hold  their  office  dnring  lifo. 

One-half  of  the  elective  members  of  the  council  shall  be  renewed  every  ^yq  years, 
and  all  shall  be  renewed  whenever  the  Governor-General  shall  dissolve  the  coqqcII 
of  administration. 

Art.  9.  The  requirements  necessary  to  be  appointed  or  elected  conncilor  of  admin- 
istration may  be  changed  by  a  law  of  the  kingdom  at  the  request  or  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  insular  chambers. 

Art.  10.  Members  of  the  council  of  administration  shall  accept  no  office  and  no 
title  or  decoration  while  the  sessions  last,  but  both  the  local  and  the  central  gov- 
ernment may  confer  upon  them,  within  their  respective  office  or  categories,  such 
commissions  as  the  public  service  may  require. 

The  office  of  secretary  of  the  government  shall  be  excepted  from  the  provisioos 
contained  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs. 

Title  IV. — Of  the  chamber  of  representativea. 

Art.  11.  The  chamber  of  representatives  shall  be  composed  of  the  persons  named 
by  the  electoral  boards  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  and  in  the  proportion  of  one 
to  every  25,000  inhabitants. 

Art.  12.  In  order  to  be  elected  a  representative  it  is  necessary  to  be  a  Spaniard, 
not  in  clerical  orders,  of  full  age,  to  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  one\s  civil  rights,  to 
have  been  born  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  or  to  have  resided  there  for  four  years,  and  not 
to  be  under  a  criminal  prosecution. 

Art.  13.  Representatives  shall  be  elected  for  five  years,  and  may  be  reelected 
indefinitely. 

The  insular  chamber  shall  decide  with  what  functions  the  office  of  representative 
is  incompatible,  and  shall  determine  in  what  cases  a  representative  may  be  reelected. 

Art.  14.  Representatives  upon  whom  the  central  or  local  government  shaUl  confer 
a  pension,  an  office,  a  promotion  out  of  the  regular  course,  a  commission  with  salary, 
honors  or  decorations,  shall  cease  to  hold  their  office,  without  the  necessity  of  any 
declaration  if,  within  the  fifteen  days  immediately  following  their  appointment,  they 
do  not  inform  the  chamber  that  they  decline  to  accept  the  favor  conferred. 

^Vhat  is  contained  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  does  not  include  representatives 
who  are  appointed  government  secretaries. 

Title  V. — Of  the  manner  in  which  the  insular  chambers  are  t<f  perform  their  funciiomi, 

and  of  the  relations  behveen  them  both. 

Art.  15.  The  chambers  shall  meet  every  year.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Kin^, 
and  in  his  name  of  the  Governor-General,  to  convoke  or  suspend  them,  to  dose  their 
sessions,  and  to  dissolve  separately  or  simultaneously  the  chamber  of  representatives 
and  the  council  of  administration,  with  the  obligation  to  convoke  them  again  or  to 
renew  them  within  three  months. 

Art.  16.  Each  one  of  the  colegislative  bodies  shall  draw  up  its  own  refpilations 
and  shall  examine  both  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  who  compose  them  and  the 
legality  of  their  election. 

Until  the  chamber  of  representatives  and  the  council  of  administration  shall  bare 
approved  their  regulations,  the^'  shall  be  governed  by  the  regulations  of  the  congress 
oi  deputies  or  by  those  of  tbe  senate,  respectively. 

Art.  17.  Both  chambers  shall  choose  their  president,  vice-presidents,  and  Recr»- 
taries. 

Art.  18.  One  of  the  two  legislative  bodies  shall  not  be  in  session  unless  the  other 
is  also. 

The  case  is  excepted  in  which  the  council  of  administration  shall  perform  judicial 
functions. 

Art.  19.  The  insular  chambers  shall  not  deliberate  together  or  In  presence  of  the 
Governor-General. 

Their  sessions  shall  be  public,  although  in  cases  in  which  secrecy  is  required  each 
one  may  hold  a  secret  session. 

Art.  20.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor-General,  through  the  governmental 
secretaries,  just  as  it  shall  be  that  of  each  one  of  the  two  chambers,  to  initiate  and 
propose  the  colonial  statutes. 

Art.  21.  The  colonial  statutes  concerning  taxes  and  public  credit  shall  be  first 
laid  before  the  chamber  of  representatives. 
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Akt.  22.  ResolntioDS  in  «ach  one  of  the  co-legiiilati  ve  bodies  shall  be  taken  by  a  plu- 
rality of  Totes;  bnt  in  order  to  paas  enactments  of  a  legislative  character,  the  pres- 
ence* of  one>half  pins  one  of  the  total  number  of  members  composinff  it  shall  be 
req aired.  The  presence  of  one-third  ot  the  members  shall,  however,  oe  sufficient 
for  deli berat ion. 

Akt.  23.  In  order  that  a  resolution  may  be  underKtood  to  have  been  passed  by  the 
insular  parliament,  it  shall  be  necessary  for  it  to  have  beeu  approved  both  by  the 
Clamber  of  representatives  and  by  the  council  of  administration. 

Abt.  24.  The  colonial  statutes,  vheu  approved  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  fore- 
going article,  shall  be  laid  before  the  Governor-General  by  the  officers  of  the  respective 
chambers  for  his  sanction  and  promulf;ation. 

Art.  2S.  The  members  of  the  council  of  administration  and  those  of  the  chamber 
of  repreaentatives  shall  be  inviolable  as  regards  their  opinions  and  votes  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  their  office. 

Art.  26.  The  members  of  the  council  of  administration  shall  not  be  prosecute<l  or 
arreitted  without  a  previous  resolution  of  the  conncil,  unless  when  they  are  taken 
in  flagrante  delicto  or  when  the  council  is  not  in  session ;  but  in  all  cases  a  report 
diall  be  made  to  that  body  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may  reach  a 
proper  determination*  The  representatives  shall,  moreover,  not  be  prosecuted  or 
arrested  during  the  sessions  of  the  chamber  without  its  permission,  unless  they  are 
taken  in  flagrante  delicto;  but  in  this  case,  and  in  that  of  their  being  prosecuted  or 
arrested  when  the  chambers  are  closed,  a  report  shall  be  made  as  speedily  as  ]>ossible 
to  the  chamber  of  representatives,  for  its  information  and  decision. 

The  superior  court  of  Havana  shall  take  cognizance  of  criminal  cases  against 
member*  of  the  council  and  representatives,  in  such  cases  and  in  such  manner  as 
the  colonial  statutes  provide. 

Art.  27.  The  guarantees  provided  in  the  foregoing  article  shall  not  be  applicable 
to  cases  in  which  a  member  of  the  council  or  a  representative  shall  declare  that  he 
is  the  author  of  articles,  books,  pamphlets,  or  printed  matter  of  anv  kind  in  which 
soldiers  are  incited  to  sedition,  or  in  which  the  Governor-General  is  insulted  or 
slandered,  or  an  attack  is  made  upon  the  national  integrity. 

Art.  28.  The  relations  between  the  two  chambers  shall  be  regulated,  until  further 
orders,  bv  the  law  concerning  the  relations  between  both  eolegislative  bodies  bearing 
date  ot  July  19, 1837. 

Art.  29.  In  addition  to  holding  the  colonial  legislative  power,  it  shall  be  the  dnty 
of  the  insular  chambers : 

(1)  To  administer  to  the  Goremor-General  the  oath  that  he  will  uphold  the  con- 
stitntion  and  the  laws  which  guarantee  the  autonomy  of  the  colony. 

<2>  To  make  effective  the  responsibility  of  the  governmental  secretaries  who, 
when  accused  by  the  chamber  of  representatives,  shall  be  tried  by  the  council  of 
administration. 

(3)  To  address  the  central  Government  through  the  governor-general  in  order  to 
propose  to  it  the  abrogation  or  modification  of  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom  which  are  in 
force,  to  request  it  to  present  drafts  of  laws  concerning  determinate  matters,  or  to 
request  it  to  adopt  resolutions  of  an  executive  character  on  subjects  which  interest 
the  colony. 

AftT.  30.  In  all  cases  in  which,  in«the  opinion  of  the  governor-general,  the  national 
interests  may  be  aflected  by  the  colonial  statutes,  the  presentation  of  drafts  of  min- 
isterial initiative  shall  be  preceded  by  their  communication  to  the  central  Govern- 
ment. 

If  the  project  shall  be  the  outgrowth  of  parliamentary  initiative,  the  colonial  Gov- 
ernment shall  ask  for  the  postponement  of  the  discussion  until  the  central  Govern- 
ment shall  have  expressed  its  opinion. 

In  both  oases  the  correspondence  that  has  passed  between  the  two  governments  shall 
be  eonunnnieated  to  the  chambers  and  shall  be  published  in  the  Gazette. 

Art.  31.  Conflicts  of  Jurisdiction  between  the  diflerent  municipal  aFRemblies,  pro- 
vincial and  insular,  or  with  the  executive  power,  which  owing  to  their  nature  shall 
not  be  referred  to  the  central  Government,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  decree. 

Title  VI. — Of  the  powers  of  inaular  parliament. 

Art.  32.  The  Insular  chambers  shall  have  power  to  legislate  concerning  all  matters 
that  have  not  been  specially  and  determinately  reserved  to  the  Cortez  of  the  King- 
dom or  the  central  Government,  according  to  the  present  decree  or  to  the  provisions 
that  may  hereafter  be  adopted  as  provided  in  article  2  additional. 

Consequently,  the  enumeration  presuming  no  limitation  of  their  powers,  it  shall 
be  their  dnty  to  decide  concerning  all  matters  that  belong  to  the  ministries  of  grace 
and  justice,  government,  finance  and  fomento,  in  its  three  divisions,  public  works, 
education,  anid  agriculture. 
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It  shall  likewise  be  their  duty  to  obtain  special  information  with  regard  to  all 
matters  of  a  purely  local  nature  which  principally  affect  the  colonial  territory ;  and 
in  this  sense  they  may  decide  concerning  administrative  organization  r.nd  division, 
whether  territorial,  provincial,  municipal,  or  judicial;  concerning  public  healtli, 
both  on  sea  and  land ;  concerning  public  credit,  banks,  and  the  monetary  system. 

These  powers  are  to  be  understood  as  not  interfering  with  those  belonging,  in  con- 
nection  with  the  same  matters,  according  to  law,  to  the  colonial  executive  power. 

Art.  33.  It  shall  likewise  be  the  duty  of  the  insular  parliament  to  prepare  the 
regulations  for  the  execution  of  those  laws  enacted  by  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom 
that  shall  be  expressly  confided  to  it.  In  this  sense  it  specially  belongs  to  it  (and.  it 
may  do  so  at  its  very  first  meeting)  to  decide  concemuig  electoral  procedure,  the 
preparation  of  the  census,  the  qualifications  of  electors,  and  the  manner  in  which 
elections  shall  be  held ;  but  its  decisions  shall  in  nowise  afi^ect  the  rights  of  citizens 
as  they  are  recognized  by  the  electoral  law. 

Art.  34.  Although  the  laws  relating  to  the  administration  of  justice  and  the 
organization  of  the  courts  are  of  a  general  character,  and  therefore  obligatory  upon 
the  colony,  the  Colonial  Paiiiameut  may,  subject  to  them,  adopt  such  rules  or  pro- 
pose to  the  Central  Government  such  measures  as  may  facilitate  the  entrance,  reten- 
tion, and  promotion  in  the  local  courts  of  the  natives  of  the  Island,  or  of  those  who 
practice  the  legal  profession  there.  The  Governor-General  in  council  sliall  exercise 
the  powers  which,  as  regards  the  appointment  of  legal  officers,  subordinates,  and 
assistants,  and  as  regards  other  matters  connected  with  the  administration  of  justif^e, 
are  now  exercised  by  the  ministry  of  the  colonies  so  far  as  the  Island  of  Cuba  is 
concerned. 

Art.  35.  It  shall  be  an  exclusive  power  of  the  Insular  Parliament  to  prepare  the 
local  budget  both  of  expenditures  and  receipts,  and  to  prepare  that  of  the  receipts 
necessary  to  meet  the  portion  of  expense  of  the  national  budget  which  is  payable 
by  the  Island. 

To  this  effect,  the  Governor-General  shall  lay  before  the  Chambers,  before  the 
month  of  January  of  each  year,  the  budget  for  the  following  fiscal  year,  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  first  of  wnich  shall  contain  a  statement  of  the  receipts  necessary 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  sovereignty ;  the  second,  the  expenditures  and  receipts 
which  properly  belong  to  the  colonial  administration. 

Neither  of  the  chambers  shall  deliberate  concerning  the  colonial  budget  without 
having  definitely  passed  upon  the  portion  relating  to  the  expenses  of  sovereignty. 

Art.  36.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom  to  decide  what  are  to 
be  considered,  from  their  nature,  as  obligatory  expenses  inherent  in  sovereignty,  and 
also  to  fix  every  three  years  the  amount  thereof  and  the  receipts  necessary  to  meet 
them,  the  Cortes  having  always  the  right  to  change  this  provision. 

Art.  37.  The  negotiation  of  treaties  of  commerce  affecting  the  Island  of  Caba, 
whether  they  are  due  to  the  initiative  of  the  insular  government  or  to  that  of  the 
central  Government,  shall  always  be  conducted  by  the  latter,  assisted  in  both  ca^^es 
by  special  delegates,  duly  authorized  by  the  colonial  government,  the  conformity 
of  which  treaties  to  what  has  been  agreed  upon  shall  be  shown  when  they  are  laid 
before  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom. 

These  treaties,  if  they  shall  be  approved  by  the  Cortes,  shall  be  published  as  laws 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  as  such  they  shall  remain  in^force  in  the  territory  of  the  Island. 

Art.  38.  Treaties  of  commerce  in  the  negotiation  of  which  the  Insular  Govern- 
ment shall  not  have  taken  part  shall  be  communicated  to  it  when  they  shall  become 
laws  of  the  Kingdom,  in  order  that  it  may,  within  three  months,  declare  whether  it 
desires  to  adhere  to  their  stipulations  or  not.  In  case  of  its  desiring  to  adhere  to 
them  the  Governor-General  shall  publish  a  statement  to  that  effect  in  the  Gazette  as 
a  colonial  statute. 

Art.  89.  It  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  Insular  Parliament  to  prepare  the  tariff 
and  to  designate  the  duties  to  be  paid  on  goods,  both  when  imported  into  the  terri- 
tory of  the  island  and  when  exported  therefrom. 

Art.  40.  By  way  of  transition  from  the  present  r<^gime  to  that  for  whioh  provision 
is  hereby  made,  and  without  prejudice  to  what  may  be  agreed  upon  at  the  proper 
time  by  the  two  Governments,  commercial  relations  between  the  Peninsula  and  the 
Island  of  Cuba  shall  be  governed  by  the  following  provisions: 

(1)  No  duty,  whether  of  a  fiscal  character  or  not,  and  whether  established  for 
imports  or  exports,  shall  be  differential  to  the  detriment  of  insular  or  peninsular 
productions. 

(2)  A  list  of  articles  of  direct  national  origin  shall  be  prepared  by  both  Gk>vem- 
ments,  for  which  articles  there  shall  be  established  by  common  consent  a  diffetentisl 
duty  on  those  similar  to  them  of  foreign  origin. 

In  another  similar  list,  prepared  in  the  same  manner,  those  productions  of  insulsr 
origin  shall  be  determinea  which  are  to  receive  privileged  treatment  when  imported 
into  the  Peninsula.    The  rate  of  the  differential  duties  shall  likewise  be  determined* 

This  differential  duty  shall  in  no  case  exceed,  for  both  origins,  85  per  cent. 
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If;  in  tbe  preparation  of  both  lifts  and  in  the  fixing  of  the  protective  duties,  there 
6ii&U  be  an  agreement  between  the  two  ffoyemments,  tbe  lists  shall  be  considered 
<!efinitire  anoBhall  be  adopted  at  ouc<*.  If  there  shall  be  any  disagreement,  the  point 
in  dispnte  shall  be  submitted  for  decision  to  a  commission  of  deputies  of  the  King- 
dooi.  c  oosiating  equally  of  natives  of  Cuba  and  of  the  Peninsula.  This  commission 
ihsll  choo«>e  itR  president.  If  noagreeuient  shall  lie  reached  concerning  his  appoint- 
lueot,  the  oldest  officer  shall  preside*  The  president  shall  have  a  vote  by  Wrtne  of 
Ms  office. 

3)  Tbe  tables  of  valuations  for  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  two  lists  mentioned 
:d  the  foregoing  number  shall  be  adopted  by  common  consent,  and  shall  be  revis^'d 
every  two  year^,  a  hearing  bein^  granted  to  both  parties.  The  modifications  which 
it  shall  be  proper  to  make,  in  view  thereof,  in  tbe  tarifi*,  shall  be  at  once  carried  out 
by  the  respective  governments. 

Trruc  VII. 

AsT.  41.  The  supreme  government  of  the  colony  shall  be  vested  in  a  govemor- 
pneral,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  King,  on  motion  of  the  council  of  ministers. 
In  this  capacity  he  shall  exercise,  as  a  vioe-royal  patron,  the  powers  inherent  in  the 
pstronate  of  the  Indies;  he  shall  have  the  chief  command  ot  all  the  armed  forces, 
Uth  naval  and  military,  in  the  island;  he  shall  be  the  representative  of  the  minis- 
i^tries  of  stAte,  war,  navy,  and  the  colonies;  all  the  authorities  of  the  island  shall 
b«  sabordinate  to  him,  and  he  shall  be  responsible  for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
of  the  safety  of  the  colony. 

The  Govemor-General,  i>efore  assuming  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  make  oath 
before  the  King  that  he  will  perform  them  faithfully  and  lovally. 

Akt.  42.  The  Governor-General,  as  the  representative  of  tne  nation,  shall  perform 
by  himself,  and  assisted  by  his  secretaries,  all  the  duties  mentioned  in  tbe  foregoing 
trticles,  and  that  may  be  incumbent  upon  him  as  the  direct  representative  of  the 
Kmjr  in  matters  of  a  national  character.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor-General, 
as  the  representative  of  the  mother  country : 

1 1)  To  <Ieaignate  freely  the  employees  of  his  secretariat. 

(2)  To  publish,  execute,  and  cause  to  be  executed  on  the  island  the  laws,  decrees, 
treaties,  international  conventions,  and  other  instruments  emanating  from  the  legis- 
Utive  branch  of  the  Government,  and  likewise  the  decrees,  royal  orders,  and  other 
instruments  emanating  from  the  executive  branch  that  shall  be  communicated  to 
him  by  the  ministries,  whose  rspresentative  he  is. 

When,  in  his  judgment,  and  that  of  the  seoretariea  of  his  administration,  the 
declMona  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  might  cause  injury  to  the  general  interests  of 
tbe  nation,  or  to  the  special  interests  of  the  island,  he  shall  suspend  their  publication 
sod  execution,  making  a  report  thereof  and  of  the  causes  upon  which  his  decision  is 
liased  to  the  proper  ministry. 

(3)  To  exercise  the  pardoning  power  in  the  name  of  tbe  King  within  tbe  limits 
which  shall  have  been  specially  marked  out  for  bini  in  his  instructions,  and  to  sus- 
pend the  execution  of  ca|>ital  punishment  in  cases  in  which  the  gravity  of  the  cir- 
cQiDstanceB  may  demand  it,  or  the  urgency  of  the  case  may  not  allow  time  to  solicit 
aod  obtain  pardon  from  Her  Majesty,  tbe  opinion  of  the  secretaries  being  heard  in 
all  esses. 

(4)  To  suspend  the  guaranties  named  in  articles  4, 5, 6,  and  9,  and  paragraphs  1, 2, 
and  3  of  article  13,  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  to  enforce  the  laws  relative  to 
pnblic  order,  and  to  take  all  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace  within,  and  of  security  outside  of  the  territory  that  is  intrusted  to 
him,  the  council  of  secretaries  being  previously  heard. 

(5)  To  take  care  that  justice  be  speedily  and  properly  administered  in  the  colony, 
IB  which  it  shall  always  be  administered  in  the  name  of  the  King. 

^6)  To  communicate  directly  concerning  matters  of  external  policy  with  the  repre- 
Kutativea,  diplomatic  ap^ents,  and  consuls  of  Spain  in  America. 

Correspondence  of  this  kind  shall  be  communicated  in  its  entirety  and  simultane- 
oualy  to  the  minister  of  state. 

Akt.  43.  It  shall  be  the  dnt^  of  the  Governor-General,  as  the  superior  authority 
of  the  island  and  the  head  of  its  administration : 

(1)  To  take  ci|re  that  the  rights,  powers^  and  privileges  recognized  or  hereafter  to 
be  recognized  ae  belonging  to  the  colonial  administration,  be  duly  respected  and 
npheld. 

(2)  To  sanction  and  publish  the  enactments  of  the  insular  parliament,  which  shall 
be  laid  before  him  by  the  president  and  secretaries  of  tbe  respective  chambers. 

When  the  Governor-General  shall  consider  that  an  enactment  of  the  insular  par- 
baioent  goes  bevond  the  powers  of  that  body,  violates  the  rights  of  citizens  which 
are  recognized  In  Title  I  of  the  constitution,  or  the  guarantees  fixed  by  law  for  tbe 
«serciae  of  tliose'  rights,  or  Jeopardizes  tbe  interests  of  the  colony  or  of  the  State,  he 
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shall  send  the  enactment  to  the  council  of  ministers,  of  the  Kingdom  which,  in  a 
period  not  exceeding  six  months,  shall  approve  it  or  retnm  it  to  the  GoTenxor- 
General,  with  a  statement  of  the  reasons  that  it  may  have'  for  ohjeoting  to  its  sane- 
tion  and  promulgation.  The  insular  parliament,  in  view  of  these  reasozis,  may  again 
deliberate  concerning  the  matter  and  modify  the  enactment,  if  it  thinks  proper, 
without  the  necessity  of  a  special  proposition. 

If  two  months  shall  pass  without  the  central  Government's  having  expressed  its 
opinion  concerning  an  enactment  of  the  Chambers  that  shall  have  been  transmitted 
to  it  by  the  Governor-General,  that  officer  shall  sanction  and  promulgate  it. 

(3)  To  appoint,  suspend,  and  remove  the  employees  of  the  colonial  administration^ 
on  motion  of  the  respective  secretaries  of  the  Government,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  laws. 

(4)  To  appoint  and  remove  freely  the  secretaries  of  the  Government. 

Abt.  44.  No  order  of  the  Governor-General,  issued  in  his  capacity  as  representa- 
tive and  head  of  the  colony,  shall  be  carried  out  unless  it  is  countersigned  by  a 
secretary  of  the  government,  who,  by  this  act  alone,  becomes  responsible  therefor. 

Art.  45.  The  secretaries  of  the  government  shall  he  five: 

Grace,  justice,  and  of  the  interior. 

Finance. 

Public  instruction. 

Public  works  and  means  of  communication. 

Agriculture,  industry,  and  commerce. 

The  secretary,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor-General,  shall  be  president. 
The  Governor-General  may  likewise  appoint  a  president  without  a  determinate 
department. 

The  insular  parliament  shall  have  power  to  increase  or  diminish  the  number  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  Government,  and  also  to  determine  what  matters  belong  to  the 
department  of  each. 

Art.  46.  The  secretaries  of  the  Government  may  be  members  of  the  chamber  of 
representatives  or  of  the  council  of  administration,  and  take  part  in  the  discussions 
of  both  bodies ;  but  they  shall  only  have  a  vote  in  that  to  which  they  belong. 

Art.  47.  The  secretaries  of  the  Government  shall  be  responsible  for  their  acts  to  the 
insular  chambers. 

Art.  48.  The  Governor-General  shall  not  modify  or  revoke  his  own  orders  when 
they  shall  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Government,  whether  they  are  declaratory  of 
rights,  or  have  served  as  a  basis  for  a  judicial  decision,  or  shall  have  reference  toT  his 
own  competency. 

Art.  49.  The  Governor-General  shall  not  delegate  the  powers  of  his  office  on  absent- 
ing himself  from  the  island  without  the  express  permission  of  the  Government. 

In  cases  of  absence  from  the  capital,  which  shall  prevent  him  from  transacting 
business,  or  of  the  impossibility  of  his  doing  so,  he  majr  designate  a  person  or  f>er* 
sons  to  act  in  his  stead,  if  the  Government  shall  not  previously  have  done  so,  or  it.  in 
his  instructions,  there  is  no  provision  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  substitute. 

Art.  50.  The  supreme  court  shall  take  cognizance,  without  appeal,  of  all  charges 
defined  in  the  penal  code  that  shall  be  made  against  the  governor-general. 

The  council  of  ministers  shall  take  cognizance  of  any  malfeasance  in  office  com- 
mitted by  him. 

Art.  51.  The  Governor-General,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  contained  in  tiie 
various  articles  of  this  decree,  may  act  by  himself  and  on  his  own  responsibility, 
without  granting  a  hearing  to  the  secretaries  of  the  Government  in  the  folio wiiig 
cases: 

(1)  When  the  question  is  of  the  transmission  to  the  Government  of  the  enact- 
ments of  the  insular  chambers,  especially  when  he  considers  that  the  rights  gruar- 
anteed  in  Title  I  of  the  constitution  of  the  monarchy  or  the  guarantees  provided  by 
law  for  their  exercise  are  violated  by  those  enactments. 

(2)  When  the  law  relative  to  public  order  is  to  be  executed,  especially  if  ther<?  is 
no  time  or  any  way  to  consult  the  central  government. 

(3)  When  the  cjuestion  is  of  the  execution  and  fulfillment  of  laws  of  the  King<lomi 
sanctioned  by  His  Msjesty,  and  operative  in  all  the  Spanish  territory  or  that  of  its 
Government. 

A  law  shall  provide  for  the  procedure  and  means  of  action  that  may  be  used  in  such 
cases  by  the  Governor-General. 

Title  VIII. — Of  the  municipal  and  prorincial  regime. 

Art.  52.  Municipal  organization  shall  be  oblicntory  in  everv  center  of  popolfttioq 
containing  more  tnan  1,000  inhabitants.  Localities  containing  a  smaUer  poptila^ 
tion  may  organize  services  of  a  common  character  by  special  agreements. 

Any  municipal  board  that  is  legally  constituted  shall  have  power  to  legislate  con- 
ceniing  public  instruction,  communication  by  land,  river,  or  sea,  concerning  local 
health,  the  municipal  budgets,  and  to  appoint  and  remove  its  employees  at  wul« 
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AiCT.  53.  At  the  head  of  eaoh  province  there  shall  be  a  depatation,  elected  in  the 
manner  provided  by  the  colonial  Btatntee  and  composed  of  a  number  of  members  in 
proportion  to  its  popalation. 

Abt.  54.  The  provincial  deputations  shall  be  autonomous  in  every thincr  relating  to 
the  creation  and  dotation  of  establishments  of  public  instruction  and  charitable 
institntionsy  provincial  means  of  communication  by  land,  river,  or  sea,  the  prepara- 
tion of  their  budgets,  and  the  appointment  and  removal  of  their  employees. 

Art,  55.  Both  the  monicipal  boards  and  proviuces  may  freely  provide  for  the 
mseipts  necessary  to  meet  the  exnenditures  of  their  budgets  without  any  limitation 
otber  than  that  of  making  them  harmoDize  with  the  general  system  of  taxation  of 
the  island. 

The  means  derived  Arom  the  provincial  budget  shall  be  independent  of  those 
derived  from  the  municipal  budget. 

Akt.  56.  The  conneilmen  elected  by  the  municipal  districts  shall  be  alcaldes  and 
acting  alcaldes. 

Abt.  57.  The  alcaldes  shall  perform  the  active  duties  of  the  municipal  administra- 
tion without  any  limitation  whatever,  as  executors  of  the  enactments  of  the  munic* 
ipal  governments  and  as  their  representatives. 

Art.  58.  Both  the  conneilmen  and  the  provincial  deputies  shall -be  civilly  reei)on- 
^ble  for  any  injuries  that  may  be  caused  oy  their  acts. 

They  may  be  held  thus  responsible  before  the  ordinary  courts. 

Aht.  59.  The  provisional  deputations  shall  freely  choose  their  presidents. 

Art.  60.  Elections  for  conneilmen  and  provincial  deputies  shall  be  held  in  such  a 
manner  that  tHe  minorities  may  be  legitimately  represented  therein. 

Art.  61.  The  provincial  and  municipal  law  now  in  force  in  Cuba  shall  continue  in 
force  so  far  as  it  is  not  at  variance  with  the  provisions  of  this  decree,  until  the  colo- 
nial parliAment  shall  decide  coneeming  these  matters. 

Art.  €2.  No  colonial  statute  shall  deprive  the  municipal  boards  or  the  deputations 
of  the  powers  recognized  in  the  foregoing  articles  as  belonging  to  them. 

Title  IX. — 0/ guaramlees  for  the  enforcement  of  ike  colonial  eonetitution. 

Art.  63.  Any  citizen  may  apply  to  the  courts  when  he  thinks  that  his  rights  have 
been  violated  or  his  interests  injured  by  the  enactments  of  a  municipal  board  or  of  a 
provincial  deputation. 

The  Oovemment  attornev,  if  he  shall  be  requested  to  do  so  by  the  agents  of  the 
colonial  executive  power,  shall  likewise  prosecute  before  the  courts  any  infractions 
of  law  or  abuses  of  power  that  may  have  been  committed  by  the  municipal  govern- 
ments and  the  deputations. 

Art.  64.  In  the  cases  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article  the  following  courts  shall 
be  competent : 

For  complaints  against  the  municipal  boards,  the  superior  court  of  the  territory. 

For  complaints  against  the  provincial  deputations,  the  superior  court  of  Havana. 

These  <u>urtSy  when  they  have  to  decide  cases  of  abuses  of  power  by  the  aforesaid 
bodies,  shall  decide  in  full  court.  Appeal  miiy  be  taken  fYt»m  the  deci^iions  of  the 
territorlAl  courts  to  the  superior  court  of  Havana,  and  from  the  decisions  of  this 
latter  court  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  Kingdom. 

Akt.  65.  The  privileges  granted  in  article  62  to  any  citizen  may  be  exercised  col- 
lectively by  means  of  a  public  action,  an  attorney  or  representative  being  appointed 
for  that  purpose. 

Art.  66.  Without  prejudice  to  the  powers  granted  to  him  in  Title  V,  the  Governor- 
General,  when  he  shall  think  proper,  may  have  recourse,  in  his  capacity  as  head  of 
the  colonial  executive  power,  to  the  superior  court  of  Havana,  to  the  end  that  that 
rourt  nifty  decide  conflicts  of  jurisdiction  between  the  colonial  executive  power  and 
the  legialative  chambers. 

Art.  67.  If  any  question  of  jurisdiction  shall  arise  between  the  insular  parliament 
and  the  Governor-General  in  his  capacity  as  representative  of  the  Central  Govern- 
ment, which,  on  petition  of  the  former,  shall  not  be  submitted  to  the  council  of 
utinisters  of  the  Kingdom,  each  of  the  two  parties  ma^  submit  it  for  decision  to  the 
supreme  conrt  of  the  Kinf^doni,  which  shall  decide  in  full  court  and  without  appeal. 

Art.  68.  Decisions  having  reference  to  the  cases  provided  for  in  the  foregoing 
articles  shall  be  published  in  the  collection  of  colonial  statutes,  and  shall  form  part 
of  the  laws  of  the  island. 

Art.  69.  Any  municipal  enactment  having  for  its  object  the  contraction  of  munic- 
ipal loans  or  debts,  shall  have  no  executive  force  nnless  it  shall  be  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  residents,  when  a  demand  to  this  effect  shall  have  been  made  by  one- 
third  of  the  members  of  the  municipal  board. 

A  special  statute  shall  determine  the  amount  of  the  loan,  or  of  the  debt  which 
according  to  the  nnmber  of  residents  of  the  municipal  district  shall  be  necessary,  in 
order  that  the  rase  may  be  referred  to  the  vote  of  tne  residents. 

H.  Dot'.  406 6 
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Art.  70.  All  provisions  of  a  legal  charaoter,  emanatinff  from  the  colonial  parlin^ 
ment  or  the  conrts,  shall  be  compiled  nnder  the  name  of  colonial  statates  in  a  leg- 
islative collection,  the  preparation  and  publication  of  which  shall  be  intmsted  to 
the  Governor-General  as  head  of  the  colonial  executive  power. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES. 

AsncLB  1.  Until  colonial  statutes  shall  have  been  published  in  due  form  the  laws 
of  the  Kingdom  shall  be  considered  applicable  to  all  matters  that  are  to  be  acted 
upon  by  the  insular  government. 

Art.  2.  When  the  present  constitution  for  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  shall 
have  been  approved  by  the  Co«*tes  of  the  Kingdom,  it  shall  not  be  modified  other- 
wise  than  bv  a  law  and  at  the  request  of  the  insnlar  parliament. 

'A.RT.  3.  The  provisions  of  the  present  decree  shall  be  enforced  in  their  entirety  in 
the  Island  of  Puerto  Rico ;  but  m  order  to  adapt  them  to  the  population  and  the 
nomenclature  of  that  island  they  shall  be  published  in  a  special  decree  for  Puerto 
Rico. 

Art.  4.  Contracts  relative  to  public  services  common  both  to  the  Antilles  and  the 
Peninsula  that  are  in  course  of  execution  shall  continue  in  their  present  form  until 
their  termination,  and  shall  be  governed  in  all  respects  by  the  conditions  of  the  con- 
tract.  With  regard  to  contracts  that  have  not  yet  begun  to  be  executed,  but  have 
been  already  agreed  unon,  the  Governor-General  shall  consult  the  central  Govern- 
ment or  the  colonial  chambers,  if  necessary,  and  the  definitive  form  in  which  they 
shall  be  concluded  shall  be  determined  by  common  consent  between  the  two  govern- 
ments. 

TRANSIKNT  ARTICLES. 

Article  1.  In  order  to  accomjilish  with  the  greatest  rapidity  possible,  and  with 
the  least  interruption  of  the  services,  the  transition  from  the  present  system  to  that 
which  is  created  by  this  decree,  the  Governor-General)  when  he  shall  think  that  the 
proper  time  has  arrived,  shall,  after  consulting  the  central  Government,  appoiut 
the  Government  secretaries  to  whom  reference  is  made  in  article  45,  and  with  them 
shall  conduct  the  interior  government  of  tbe  Island  of  Cuba  until  the  insular  cham- 
bers shall  have  been  constituted. 

The  secretaries  appointed  shall  cease  to  hold  their  offices  when  the  Governor- 
General  shall  take  his  oath  of  office  before  the  insular  chambers,  when  they  shall 
immediately  be  replaced  by  the  Governor  with  persons  who,  in  his  opinion,  most 
fully  represent  the  majorities  of  the  chamber  of  representatives  and  of  the  council 
of  administration. 

Art.  2.  The  manner  of  meeting  the  expenditures  occasioned  by  the  debt  which 
now  burdens  the  Spanish  and  the  Cuban  treai<^ury,  and  that  which  shall  have  be«n 
contracted  until  the  time  of  the  termination  of  the  war,  shall  form  the  subject  of  a 
law  wherein  shall  be  determined  the  part  payable  by  each  of  the  two  treasuries 
and  the  special  means  of  paying  the  interest  thereon,  and  of  the  amortization 
thereof,  and,  if  necessary,  of  paying  the  principal. 

Until  the  Cortes  of  the  Kingdom  shall  decide  this  point,  there  shall  be  no  chan^v 
in  the  conditions  on  which  the  aforesaid  debts  have  been  contracted,  or  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  amortization,  or  in  tbe  guarantees  of  said  debts,  or  in  the 
•manner  in  which  the  payments  are  now  made. 

When  the  apportionment  shall  have  been  made  by  the  Cortes,  it  shall  be  for  each 
one  otthe  treasuries  to  make  payment  of  the  part  assigned  to  it. 

Engagements  contracted  with  creditors  under  a  pledge  of  the  good  faith  of  tbe 
Spanish  nation,  shall  in  all  cases  be  scrupulously  respected. 

Done  at  the  Palace,  this  25th  day  of  November,  18sf7. 

MARfA  Christina. 

PrXxbues  Mateo  Sagasta, 

President  of  the  Council  of  Ministera. 
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[Telegxmnis.} 

General  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 


Havana,  January  12^  1898, 

MobSf  led  bj  Spanish  officers,  attacked  to-day  the  offices  of  the  four 
newspapers  here  advocating  aatonomy.  Rioting  at  this  hour,  1  p.  m.| 
continaes. 

Havana,  January  12^  1898, 

Mnch  excitement,  >vhich  may  develop  into  serioas  disturbances. 
Tbe  trouble  oommenced  by  those  who  oppose  autonomy,  and  so  far  is 
directed  against  those  whfr  advocate  it.  No  rioting  at  present,  but 
rumors  of  it  are  abundant.  Palace  heavily  guarded.  Gonsulate  also 
protected  by  armed  men. 

Havana,  January  13, 1898, 

After  a  day  and  night  of  excitement;  all  business  suspended,  and 
rioting,  everything  quiet  at  this  hour.  City  heavily  guarded.  Soldiers 
protect  public  squares  and  threatened  points.  Mobs  shouted  yester- 
day: "Death  to  Blanco  and  death  to  autonomy^"  while  **  Viva  Weyler" 
was  frequently  heard.  Contest  between  Spanish  factions.  Attention 
has  not  yet  been  directed  to  other  issues.  Heard  on6e  yesterday  of  a 
few  rioters  shouting  a  proposal  to  march  to  our  consulate.  Presence 
of  ships  may  be  necessary  later,  but  not  now. 


[Telegram.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

Havana,  January  13, 1898, 

Three  newspaper  offices,  not  four,  as  previously  cabled,  were  attacked 
yesterday  by  Spanish  officers  and  mob.  Saw  mob  assault  two;  saw 
.soldiers  sent  to  protect  them  fraternizing  with  mob;  two  attacks  were 
attempted  to-day.  I  am  told  that  troops  massed  inside  of  palace  to 
protect  Governor-General  shout:  "Death  to  autonomy!  Death  to 
Blanco !"  Uncertainty  exists  whether  Blanco  can  control  the  situation. 
If  demonstrated  he  can  not  maintain  order,  preserve  life,  and  keep  the 
peace,  or  if  Americans  and  their  interests  are  in  danger,  ships  must  be 
sent,  and  to  that  end  should  be  prepared  to  move  promptly.  Excitement 
and  uncertainty  predominates  everywhere. 
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[TalcgrWDB. ) 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  14, 1898. 
y»iMiii.    All  (|iil«t. 

Havana,  Jaratary  15, 1398. 


[T«lecnm*.| 

Mr,  Day  to  Mr.  Lee. 

WashiWQTOH,  January  23,  1898. 
Willi  iiilitilmi'  mill  rhanwter  nnval  vessels  other  cooatries  now  ii 
|liill«l    MltVAIIIt. 


Mr.  Let  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  Ja»mary  22,  : 
iiiiii.     Twi>  Ut^rniMn  u«<nU  v«$seU  Mr«  expected  Uiis  month. 


JWr.  fy«  1,.  Wr.  Trt. 

WAsniSO-rox.  Jmmmmry  24, 1898. 
\\  In  Hi»'  |>UV|HVM'  ^^f  litis  l«»wr«ii»»>KJ  i»>  r<^:Mi»«  ^eodly  naval  visits 
A  \\\U'\\\  t»«i!«.     l«  «h*I  vwwifeo  V'fliww:".!  call  a;  theportof  Haviina 
n   *  it.*,\  >n   l«»v     riiN^w  «»«*)(?(■  l.M-  *  :;ws.>;;y  ioterchauge  of  calls 


UjLTA^tJu  JiMMsry  H,  1898. 
^^n.^?  ».i\  ,vr  sifxyr;  A;^-*^  TO  i^Tif  last  excitement 
\\  .:,  »■*  »...l',v  .-ci  UTR  Wj  y<««  know  result. 
I  tvM  !«■.■>  vtv'l.s^     1  stMtaia  know  4ay  aud  hour 


■"f  a  l^avjoM  siae  time 
^'uvavrHTf^nihantboti 
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[TelegnuDfl.] 

Mr*  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

Hayaiya,  January  25^  1S98. 

At  an  interview  authorities  profess  to  think  United  States  has  ulterior 

I     pnrpose  in  sending  ship.    Say  it  will  obstruct  autonomy,  produce 

excitement,  and  most  probably  a  demonstration.    Ask  that  it  is  not 

done  until  they  can  get  instructions  from  Madrid,  and  say  that  if  for 

Mendly  motives,  as  claimed,  delay  unimportant. 


[Telegrams.] 

Mr*  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

Havana,  January  25^  1898. 
Ship  quietly  arrived  11  a.  m.  to-day.    No  demonstration  so  far. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Day, 

Havana,  January  25 j  1898. 

Commanders  of  Spanish  naval  ships  and  of  German  training  ship 
have  called  upon  commander  of  Maine  and  their  visits  will  be  returned 
afternoon.    Salutes  exchanged.    All  quiet. 


Mr.  Lee  t4>  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  25 j  1898. 

Have  just  received  visit  of  commander  of  Maine  and  will  return  it 
tomorrow.  He  had  already  returned  official  visits  of  Spanish  and  other 
naval  officers.    JSo  disorders  of  any  sort. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  25 j  1898. 

Another  Oerman  naval  vessel  arrived  this  morning.    Peace  and  quiet 
leign. 


[Telegrams.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  January  2f),  1898. 
Have  just  had  pleasant  visit  on  Main^. 
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shipping  in  harbor,  and  in  city.  Business  suspended.  Theaters  closed. 
Dead  will  number  about  260.  OflBcers'  quarters  being  in  rear  and  sea- 
men's forward,  where  explosion  took  place,  accounts  for  greater  pro- 
poilionate  loss  sailors.  Funeral  tomorrow,  3  p.  m.  Officers  Merritt 
and  Jenkins  still  missing.  Suppose  United  States  naval  court  inquiry 
will  be  held  to  ascertain  cause  explosion.  Hope  our  people  will  repress 
excitement  and  calmly  await  decision. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  17. 

Merritt  in  junior  officers'  mess  room.  Jenkins  in  wardroom  mess 
room  at  time  explosion;  latter  left  before  an  officer  who  was  saved; 
must  have  gone  wrong  way.  Lights  out  immediately;  water  rushing 
in .  Merritt  got  to  hatch  with  l^aval  Cadet  Boyd.  Ladder  gone.  Boyd 
climbed  through  and  tried  to  pull  Merritt  up,  but  latter  let  go  his  hand, 
fell  back,  and  was  drowned.  Bodies  of  these  officers  not  found  yet; 
probably  in  wreck.  Sailors'  funeral  to-day  at  3;  will  be  immense 
procession. 

Lbe. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  J8. 

Great  popular  demonstration  at  funeral  yesterday;  military,  naval, 
firemen,  and  civil  organizations  generally  represented.  The  bishop, 
General  Parrado,  second  in  command  to  Governor-General;  autonomis- 
tic  cabinet,  civil  governor,  mayor,  and  other  principal  persons  walked 
in  procession  part  of  route  in  accordance  with  custom  to  testify  sympathy. 
Forty  bodies  buried.  Many  coming  to  surface  water  since,  but  now  dif- 
ficult to  recognize^  will  be  buried  with  religious  services  as  collected. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  18. 

Sigsbee  begins  to-morrow  with  divers  sent  to  him  from  United  States 
to  recover  all  bodies  still  left  in  wreck  Maine,  as  well  as  personal  elTecta 
officers  and  men,  and  whatever  else  can  be  obtained  that  way.  After 
that  is  completed  the  Spanish  Government  would  like  to  unite  with 
ours  in  having  bottom  of  ship  and  harbor  in  vicinity  join tl}*-  examined. 

Lee. 


[Telegrams.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  Februa^-y  iS,  1898. 

Seventy-three  bodies  Maine  seamen  in  coffins  awaiting  burial  in  addi- 
tion to  forty  buried  yesterday. 
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General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

Havana  February  21^  1898. 

Great  need  divers  get  effects  and  bodies  from  wreck;  two  now 
employed j  twelve  or  fifteen  could  be  used.  One  hnndred  and  forty- 
three  bodies  boned.  Very  few  fonnd  to-day.  Over  one  hundred  sup- 
posed to  be  confined  in  ship.  Sailors  now  in  two  Spanish  hospitals 
iinmber  eleven.  Visited  them  yesterday;  all  will  recover,  except  two; 
are  comfortable  and  well  cared  for. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day, 

>C  777.J  United  States  Gonsulate-Generax, 

Havana^  February  18y  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  translation  of  a  com- 
mnnication  firom  the  Ghovernor  and  Captain  General,  expressing  sorrow 
for  the  loss  of  the  Maine. 

I  am,  sir^  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul'Oeneral. 


[I&rlonare  in  No.  777.] 
OKXBRAL  OoVERNMKNT  ok  THB  ISLAITD  OF   CUBA, 

Haramaf  February  IG,  1898, 

Mr.  Co^rsm:.:  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  ezpresA  to  yon  my  profound  sorrow 
for  the  miBfortnne  which  occurred  yesterday  on  board  the  American  ship  Maine,  I 
a«Mciat«  myself  with  all  my  heart  to  the  grief  of  the  nation  and  of  the  families 
vho  have  lost  some  of  their  members ;  and  upon  so  doing  I  do  not  only  express  my 
jKfnK>nal  sentiments,  but  I  speak  in  the  name  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Havana^ 
witnesaes  of  the  catastrophe  which  has  af&ioted  so  many  homes. 

(7od  guard  yon  many  years. 

Ramon  Blanco. 

The  Con8UL-6e2CERal  op  thk  United  States. 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Day  to  General  Lee. 

Washington,  February  19. 

Tlie  Government  of  the  United  States  has  already  began  an  investi- 
gation as  to  the  causes  of  the  disaster  to  the  Maine  through  oDicers  of 
the  Navy  especially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  which  will  proceed 
independently.  This  Government  will  afford  every  facility  it  can  to 
the  Spanish  aathorities  in  whatever  investigation  they  may  see  fit  to 
make  npon  their  part. 

Day. 


[Telegram.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  J9J2, 1898. 

Copper  cylinders'  ammnnition  found  intact  in  10-inch  forward  maga- 
zine, starbo^brd  side,  this  morning.  Seems  to  show  that  magazine  now 
exploded*  Evidence  beginning  to  prove  explosion  on  port  side  by 
tori)edo. 
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[Telegrams.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Bay, 

Havana,  February  25^  189S. 

Keyes  was  buried  on  17th.    Spanish  law  forbids  exhumation  bodies 
before  expiration  five  years. 


General  Lee  to  Mr,  Lay, 

Havana,  February  26^  189S. 

Most  of  the  bodies  buried.  Some  over  week  ago.  Many  unrecog 
nizable.  Against  Spanish  law  to  exhume  until  expiration  of  fiv^ 
years.  Neither  steamers  nor  authorities  permit  shipment  bodies  uuks^l 
at  once  embalmed  and  in  metallic  cases.  Cost  between  $600  and  $80(1 
each. 


[Telegram.] 

General  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Havana,  February  28, 1898. 

Arrangements  made  both  Governments  conduct  independently  in ves 
tigation  Maine  disaster. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

Ko.  782.]  United  States  Oonsulatb-Genbbai., 

Havana,  February  28, 1898. 

SiB:  With  reference  to  my  telegram  of  this  morning,  which  I  vlov\ 
confirm,  reading:  << Arrangements  made,  both  Governments  condaci 
independently  investigation  Maine  disaster,"  I  now  have  the  honor  t^ 
transmit  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  this  Government  on  the  sub 
ject. 

I  amj  sir,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 

Consul'  Genera  I. 


[Inclosore  1  in  Xo.782.] 

Gekbral  Government  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 

Office  of  the  Seorbtary, 

Havana,  February  £8, 1S9S. 

In  order  to  terminate  the  expediente  (prooeedin^^  of  investigation  initiated  b| 
the  Spanish  Government  regaining  the  causes  whicn  produced  the  cataetrophe  «i 
the  Maine,  it  is  only  lacking  to  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  exterior  am 
interior  part  of  the  vessel  where  the  explosion  occurred,  for  which  it  is  deemiri 
indispensable  for  the  better  acoomplishment  of  this  object  that  our  divers,  upon  pel 
forming  the  examination,  be  accompanied  by  those  of  the  American  Grovernmeal 
and  inasmuch  as  no  conclusive  answer  has  been  received  from  you  to  proceed  t 
same,  I  be^  you  will  please  direct  or  request  whoever  it  may  concern  to  the  efVe<| 
that  said  divers  join  the  Spanish  divers  for  the  purpose  of  makinc^  the  report  of  tli 
examination.  I  also  beg  to  ask  you  to  name  a  period  of  time  as  soon  as  posstlile. 
God  guard  you  many  years. 

Havana,  February  25, 1898.  Ramon  Blanco. 

To  the  ConsuItGeneral  of  the  United  8tatbs. 
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[Inokman  No.  Z,  with  dispatch  Ko.  782,  Hmraiui,  February  28, 1808.] 

United  States  Consulatk-Gcnksal, 

Harana,  February  t€,  1898 

ToHi$  Exielleneff  the  Gottmor^General  of  the  Uland  of  Cuba, 

ExcsLLBNCT :  I  hftTe  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  commanioation 
of  the  25ih  instant.  In  reply  I  b«g  to  inclose  a  copy  or  my  telegram  to  the  hon- 
orable Assistant  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  in  reference  to  the  subject,  and 
also  the  Department's  reply. 

It  woold  be  observed  that  the  United  States  GoTemment  thinks  that  the  ezamina- 
tioDs  by  the  two  GoTemments  shonld  proceed  independently ,  bnt  that  every  facility 
ihoold  be  given  to  make  whatever  investigation  your  Goveiiiment  may  see  tit.  1 
will  confer  with  Captain  Sigsbee  on  the  subject  and  suggest  that  he  visit  the 
■diniral  of  the  naval  statioui  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  two  officers  can  agree 
apon  a  plan  which  wonld  be  satisfactory  for  all  concerned. 

1  am  quite  snre  that  neither  Government  has  any  other  object  except  to  ascertain 
all  the  dtcta  eonnected  with  the  explosion  of  the  Maine,  and  that  the  great  desire  of 
both  GoTenunents  is  to  proceed  harmoniously  with  the  work. 

I  am,  ete.y  Fitzhuqh  Lee, 

Con9ul'GeneraL 
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Mr.  Datib,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT. 

[To  aooomputj  8.  R.  149,  with  the  Tiewe  of  the  minority.] 

The  Ck>mmittee  on  Foreign  Belations,  to  which  was  referred  the  fol- 
lowing Senate  resolutions:  Joint  resolution  No.  2,  authorizing  and 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  issue  a  proclamation 
recognizing  the  political  indepeudence  of  the  Bepublic  of  Ouba; 
Senate  resolution  No.  40,  instructing  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Relations  to  inquire  what  obligations  the  United  States  have  assumed 
toward  the  people  of  Cuba  by  asserting  and  maintaining  the  right  to 
prevent  the  acquisition  of  that  island  by  any  European  power  and 
compelling  its  people  to  remain  subject  to  the  dominion  of  Spain; 
Senate  resolution  No.  185,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that  Con-* 
gross  should,  with  all  due  and  convenient  speed,  acknowledge  by  appro- 
priate act  the  political  independence  of  the  Republic  of  Ouba;  Joint 
resolution  No.  132,  recognizing  the  political  independence  of  the  Republic 
of  Cuba,  and  for  oth^purposes ;  joint  resolution  No.  133,  recognizing  the 
independence  of  the  Republic  of  Ouba  and  declaring  war  against  the 
Kingdom  of  Spain;  joint  resolution  No.  134,  recognizing  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Republic  of  Ouba  and  providing  for  intervention  by  the 
United  States;  joint  resolution  No.  135,  directing  and  empowering  the 
President,  in  his  discretion,  to  terminate,  by  intervention,  the  hostilities 
between  Spain  and  the  people  of  Ouba,  and  in  favor  of  the  independ- 
ence of  said  people ;  joint  resolution  No.  142,  for  the  recognition  of  the 

independence  of  the  Republic  of  Ouba,  and  joint  resolution  No.  145, 

in 
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authorizing  the  President  to  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  put 
an  end  to  hostilities  in  Cuba  and  to  establish  a  republican  form  of 
government  on  that  island;  and  the  messages  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  dated  March  28, 1898,  and  AprU  11, 1898,  having  duly 
considered  the  same,  report  as  follows: 

The  destruction  of  the  United  States  battle  ship  Maine  and  of  2  of 
her  ofiBicers  and  264  of  her  crew  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  on  the  nig^ht 
of  February  15, 1898,  excited,  to  an  unprecedented  degree,  the  compas- 
sion and  resentment  of  the  American  people. 

Manifestations  of  that  resentment  were  suspended,  although  the  feel- 
ing was  not  allayed,  by  the  self-restraint  of  our  i)eop]e,  who  deter- 
mined to  hold  their  judgment  in  suspense  concerning  their  ultimate 
action  untU  an  official  investigation  should  disclose  the  cause  of  that 
great  disaster  and  enable  them  by  direct  or  circumstantial  testimony 
to  impute  the  responsibility  therefor. 

That  investigatior  has  beei>  made.  It  was  conducted  with  judicial 
thoroughness  and  deliberation  Thi  difficulty  of  demonstrating  by 
conclusive  proof  the  efficient  personal  cause  of  that  sinister  event  was 
the  usual  one  of  exposing  plotted  and  mysterious  crimes.  Ko  such 
difficulty,  however,  obscures  its  official  and  responsible  cause. 

The  evidence  and  findings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  were  transmitted 
to  the  Senate  by  the  President,  and,  with  the  message,  were  duly 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  That  committee  has 
considei*ed  them,  and  also  the  message  of  the  President  of  April  11, 
1898,  with  all  the  careful  and  anxious  deliberation  which  great  duties 
and  responsibility  impose  upon  the  judgment  and  conscience. 

The  event  itself,  though  in  a  certain  sense  a  distinct  occurrence,  was 
linked  with  a  series  of  precedent  transactions  which  can  not  in  reason 
be  disconnected  from  it.  It  was  the  catastrophe  of  a  unity  of  events 
extending  over  more  than  three  years  of  momentous  history.  Standing 
by  itself  it  would  be,  perhaps,  merely  an  ominous  calamity.  Considered, 
as  it  must  be,  with  the  events  with  which  reason  and  common  sense 
most  connect  it,  and  with  animus  by  Spain  so  plainly  apparent  tbat  no 
one  can  even  plausibly  deny  its  existence,  it  is  merely  one  reason 
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for  the  conclusion  to  which  the  investigating  mind  mast  come  in  consid- 
ering the  entire  subject  of  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  that 
Goyemment.  Your  committee  have  also  before  them  several  Senate 
)  resolutions,  which  make  it  their  duty  to  consider  all  our  relations  with 
Spain  for  the  last  three  years,  including  the  destruction  of  the  Mainej 
as  one  of  the  incidents  of  the  history  of  the  war  which  dnring  that 
time  has  devastated  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

So  clearly  is  the  destruction  of  the  Maine  only  a  single  incident  in 
the  relations  of  this  Oovemment  with  Spain,  that  if  that  calamity  had 
never  happened  the  questions  between  the  United  States  and  that 
Government  would  press  for  immediate  solution. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  having  considered  the  testi- 
mony submitted  to  the  board  of  inquiry,  in  connection  with  ftirther 
testimony  taken  by  the  committee  and  with  the  relevant  and  estab- 
lished tacts  presented  by  the  events  of  the  last  three  years,  that 
the  destruction  of  the  Maine  was  compassed  either  by  the  official 
act  of  the  Spanish  authorities  or  was  made  possible  by  a  negligence 
on  their  part  so  willing  and  gross  as  to  be  equivalent  in  culpability 
to  positive  criminal  action. 

The  status  of  the  3f aine  while  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  and  thednty 
of  Spain  toward  her  are  defined  in  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall in  Schooner  Exchange  v.  McFadden,  7  Granch,  116, 141 : 

"  If  there  be  no  prohibition,  the  ports  of  a  fHendly  nation  are  considered  as  open 
to  the  pablle  ships  of  all  powers  with  whom  it  is  at  peace,  and  they  are  supposed 
to  enter  snch  ports  and  remain  in  them,  while  they  are  allowed  to  remain,  under  the 
proteetioo  of  the  Ck>yemment  of  the  place." 

It  is  not  contended  that  this  duty  of  protection  to  which  the  public 
ship  is  thus  entitled  while  allowed  to  remain  in  a  port  of  a  friendly 
nation  Imposes  the  obligation  of  an  absolute  guaranty  of  her  safety. 
Bat  it  is  insisted  that  the  existence  of  the  duty  creates  the  obligation 
to  use  due  diligence  in  its  performance.  When  property  and  life  are 
destroyed  by  an  act  which  the  exercise  of  due  diligence  by  the  person 
whose  duty  it  is  to  use  it  could  have  prevented,  the  happening  of  such 
an  event  is  sufficient  proof  that  such  diligence  was  not  employed. 

The  syatem  of  eivil  and  military  poUoe  and  espionage  tn  Havana  is 
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all-pervadisg  to  an  extent  probably  uneqnaled  in  any  city  in  tbe  world 
It  is  not  pretended  tbat  any  employment  was  made  as  regards  tbe 
safety  of  tbe  Maine  of  tbis  instramentality  for  tbe  detection  or  preven- 
tion of  any  attempt  against  ber  by  private  persons. 

It  is  establisbed  tbat  tbe  Maine  was  destroyed  by  tbe  explosion  of  a 
snbmarine  mine,  in  position  nnder  ber  in  a  Spanisb  barbor,  at  a  place 
wbere  sbe  bad  been  moored  to  a  baoy  by  tbe  express  direction  and 
guidance  of  tbe  Spanisb  antborities. 

Explosive  contrivances  of  tbis  cbaracter  are  almost  exclusively  gov- 
ernment agencies  of  warfare.  Tbere  is  no  operation  of  a  pacific  cbar- 
acter for  wbiob  tbey  can  be  employed,  excepting  tbe  removal  of  wrecks 
or  of  barbor  obstructions.  Tbey  are  not  to  be  bad  in  any  place  of 
private  sale.  Tbeir  destructive  contents,  excepting,  perbaps,  gun- 
powder,  wbicb  undoubtedly  was  not  employed  in  tbis  instance,  can  not 
be  easily  obtained  and  are  not  easily  made.  Tbe  entire  contrivance 
is  a  mecbanism  of  a  somewbat  complicated  cbaracter,  not  generally 
understood  except  by  special  manufacturers  or  by  military  or  naval 
officers  wbo  bave  been  instructed  bow  to  operate  it. 

Sucb  mines,  wben  sunk  in  barbors,  are  almost  invariably  discharged 
by  an  electric  current,  conducted  over  a  wire  leading  from  tbe  engine 
of  destruction  to  some  place  on  tbe  sbore  wbere  a  battery  can  bo 
boused,  guarded,  and  attended  by  trained  operators.  Tbey  are  now 
placed,  or  are  made  ready  to  be  placed,  in  all  important  barbors; 
it  may  fairly  be  presumed  tbat  tbey  bad  been  placed  in  tbe  barbor  of 
Havana,  tbe  bistory  of  tbe  last  tbree  years  being  considered. 

In  complaisance  to  Spanisb  aversion  no  public  vessel  of  the  United 
States  had  visited  tbat  port  during  tbat  period.  The  coming  of  the 
Maine  bad  been  announced  to  tbe  Spanisb  authorities,  and  the  military 
and  naval  portion  of  these  did  not  receive  ber  with  tbe  cordiality  which 
such  visits  usually  produce.  Many  of  them  expressed  resentment  at 
her  presence.  Certain  newspapers  in  Madrid  and  Havana  commented 
upon  ber  visit  in  hostile  terms. 

Tbere  was,  especially  in  Havana,  among  the  officials  who  had  been 
adherents  of  Weyler  and  wbo  resented  his  recall,  an  expressed  hatred 
of  the  United  States.    The  time  of  the  explosion  most  have  been 
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ealcidated  for  the  moment  when  the  Maine  shonld  swing  within  the 
destructive  radiae  of  the  mine. 

The  report  of  the  Spanish  board  of  inqoiry,  sedolonsly  promulgated 
in  advance  of  that  of  the  board  of  the  United  States,  finding,  after  a 
harried  and  most  snperfioial  investigation,  that  the  eatastrophe  was 
from  an  internal  and  not  from  an  external  canse,  was  manifestly 
false,  and  was  intended  to  indace  pnblio  opinion  to  prcyndge  the 
question. 

The  daplidty,  i>6rfldy,  and  cmelty  of  the  Spanish  character,  as  they 
always  have  been,  are  demonstrated  still  to  oontinae  by  their  mani- 
festations  daring  the  present  war  in  Onba.  All  these  circnmstanoes 
considered  camalatively,  together  with  other  considerations  whicb 
will  exactly  accord  with  and  add  force  to  them,  nndenied  and  nnex* 
plained  as  they  are  by  any  anthority  excepting  the  baseless  report  of 
the  Spanish  board  of  inquiry,  warrant  the  conclusion  stated  herein- 
before that  the  destruction  of  the  Maine  was  compassed  either  by 
the  ofticial  act  of  the  Spanish  authorities  (and  the  ascertainment  of 
the  particular  person  is  not  material),  or  was  made  possible  by  a 
negligence  on  their  part  so  willing  and  gross  as  to  be  equivalent 
m  culpability  to  positive  criminal  action. 


TJpoTi  due  consideration  of  all  of  the  relevant  facts  of  the  relations 

of  this  Government  with  Spain,  including  the  destruction  of  the  Maine^ 

and  of  the  history  of  the  rebellion,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee 

that  the  United  States  ought  at  once  to  recognize  the  independence 

of  the  people  of  Cuba,  and  also  ought  to  intervene  to  the  end  that 

the  war  and  its  unexampled  atrocities  shall  cease,  and  that  such 

independence   shall  become  a  settled  political  fact  at  the  earliest 

possible  moment,  by  the  establishment  by  the  free  action  of  the 

people  of  Ouba  when   such  action   can  be  had,  of  a  government 

independent  in  &ct  and  form. 
It  is  believed  that  recognition  of  the  belligerency  of  the  insurgents 

in  Ouba,  if  it  had  been  given  seasonably,  when  it  was  suggested  by 
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concnrrent  resolutions  to  that  effect  passed  by  Oongress,  would  have 
insured  the  speedy  termination  of  the  war  without  involving  the 
United  States  in  the  contest.  Such  recognition  was  not  given,  and 
conditions  have  changed  so  materially  since  it  was  thus  proposed 
that,  if  given  now,  it  would  fall  far  short  of  supplying  the  just 
requirements  of  the  present  situation  in  the  light  solely  of  the 
interests  of  the  United  States. 

The  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  people  of  Ouba  is  jus* 
tifled  and  demanded  by  the  highest  considerations  of  duly,  right,  and 
policy. 

The  insurgents  hold  the  eastern  portion  of  the  island,  to  the  prac- 
tical exclusion  of  Spain.  This  possession  extends  over  one  body  of 
territoiy  comprising  fully  one-half  of  the  area  of  Cuba. 

The  extermination  by  Spain  of  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  the  west- 
ern portion  of  the  island  has  so  affected  the  balance  of  population 
between  these  moieties  of  Cuba  that  the  insurgents  comprise  in  the 
eastern  half  nearly  one-third  of  the  population  of  the  island.  That 
third  of  the  population  pays  taxes  to  them,  serves  in  their  armies, 
and  in  every  way  supports  and  is  loyal  to  them.  This  situation  has 
existed  ever  since  the  first  few  months  of  the  war.  The  armies  of 
Spain  under  Campos,  Weyler,  and  Blanco,  successively  have  been 
repelled  in  every  invasion  that  they  have  attempted  of  the  eastern 
half  of  the  island. 

The  cause  of  Spain  has  continually  grown  weaker  and  that  of  the 
insurgents  has  grown  stronger.  The  former  is  making  no  substantial 
effort  for  the  recovery  of  these  lost  provinces.  Their  people  are  secure 
from  invasion  and  cruel  administration.  Spain  has  never  been  able 
to  subject  them  to  her  unprecedented  and  murderous  policy  of  ooncen- 
tration  and  extermination.  Her  armies  have  been  more  than  deci* 
mated  in  the  attempt  to  subdue  them.  Two  hundred  thousand  of  her 
soldiers  have  failed  to  reduce  the  insurgents.  The  few  reinforce- 
ments  that  she  is  now  sending  to  Ouba  do  not  supply  a  tithe  of  her 
losses  caused  by  battle  and  disease. 

Her  control  over  the  western  portion  of  the  island  is  dominance  over 
a  desolation  which  she  herself  has  created.    Bven  there  she  oontroli 
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iHily  the  territory  oecnpied  by  her  cantonmente  and  camps.  Ontside 
these  the  insurgeBts  are  everywhere  in  presence. 

In  the  iM>pnlation  of  Gaba  the  native  bom  preponderate  hi  a  very 
large  proportion,  probably  of  8  to  1«  We  have  been  assured  by  the  most 
anunpeacbable  authority  (we  mean  Senators  Proctor,  Gallinger,  Thurs- 
ton, and  Money)  that  the  native-born  Cubans  everywhere,  even  withhi 
the  military  lines  of  Spain,  «re  opposed  to  the  parent  State,  and  are  in 
sympathy  with  the  insurgents. 

We  have  also  been  assured  by  the  same  authority  that  the  native 
Cubans,  by  superiority  in  education,  are  better  qualified  than  the 
Spaniards,  and  are  thoroughly  capable  to  administer  the  government 
of  the  island. 

The  preceding  observations  have  assumed  a  certain  control  and 
sovereignty  by  Spain  over  the  western  portion  of  Cuba.  We  have 
indicated  its  character.  It  is  limited  to  scattered  and  fortified  areas, 
and  it  is  not  a  civil  sovereignty.  It  is  merely  a  military  occupation  oi 
fortified  places.  Even  this  dominion  has  been  made  possible  and  con- 
tinues only  by  the  infliction  of  a  policy  for  which  the  history  of  no 
people  (excepting  possibly  that  of  Spain  herself)  furnishes  any  example. 
The  world  knows  what  that  policy  is  and  all  civilization  execrates  it. 
It  consists  in  compelling,  under  penalty  of  death,  the  rural  popula- 
tion of  the  western  part  of  the  island  to  leave  their  homes,  their  fields, 
their  stock,  and  other  chattels,  and  mass  themselves  between  the  out- 
skirts of  certain  designated  towns  and  a  military  cordon  intercepting 
their  return  into  the  country.  As  they  departed  from  their  homes 
their  houses  were  burned;  the  growth  of  their  fields  was  trodden  down 
by  cavalry;  their  agricultural  implements,  ftimitnre,  and  donicHtic 
utensils  were  destroyed;  their  cattie  and  horses  were  swept  away  by 
Spain.  Throughout  wide  areas  of  a  region  of  unsarpassed  fertility, 
which  had  been  densely  populated  for  more  than  two  centuries,  not  one 
living  thing,  brute  or  human,  not  one  habitation,  not  one  productive 
field  is  to  be  seen. 

For  the  miserable  condition  to  which  an  entire  population  is  reduced 
Spain  has  afforded  no  substantial  relief,  and  the  evil  and  distress  have 
become  so  huge  and  her  financial  debility  is  so  extreme  that  she  Is 
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now  nnable  to  relieve,  even  if  she  conld  be  supposed  to  have  the 
disposition  to  do  so. 

The  result  has  been  that  over  200,000  of  the  subjects  of  Spain  have 
been  killed  by  the  action  of  that  Government,  and  200,000  more  are 
sufiering  from  famine  and  disesise. 

There  has  been  no  distinction  of  sex  or  age  in  this  protracted  and 
torturing  massacre.  The  children  of  this  generation  have  been  starved 
to  death,  and  the  immolation  of  womanhood  has  destroyed  the  possi- 
bility of  posterity. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  contriver  of  this  unexampled  scheme 
of  atrocity  intended  to  depopulate,  to  the  fall  extent  of  an  ability  unde- 
niably great  in  the  conception  and  perpetration  of  colossal  crime,  the 
island  of  its  native  people  and  to  repeople  it  by  natives  of  Spain. 

We  can  not  consent  upon  any  conditions  that  the  depopulated  por- 
tions of  Ouba  shall  be  recolonized  by  Spain  any  more  than  she  should 
be  allowed  to  found  a  new  colony  in  any  other  part  of  tbis  hemisphere 
or  island  thereof.  Either  act  is  regarded  by  the  United  States  as  dan- 
gerous to  our  peace  and  safety. 

That  Government  has  violated  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare  in  the 
conduct  of  her  military  operations.  Her  troops  have  slaughtered  pris- 
oners after  their  surrender;  and  have  massacred  the  sick  and  wounded 
insurgent  soldiers  and  their  physicians  and  nurses  in  their  captured 
hospitals. 


When  publicists  and  jurists  speak  of  the  right  of  sovereignty  of 
a  parent  State  over  a  people  or  a  colony  they  mean  that  divinely 
delegated  supremacy  in  the  exercise  of  which  man  should  show 
'Hikest  God."  They  never  mean  that  a  usurpation  of  diabolism 
shall  be  sanctified  upon  the  plea  that  it  is  sovereignty  none  the 
less  than  that  of  a  well-ordered  and  humane  government.  Against 
such  reasoning  the 

moral  laws 
Of  natuTa  and  of  nations  tpeak  aloud 
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and  declare  that  the  State  wbich  thus  perverts  and  abuses  its  power 
thereby  forfeits  its  sovereignty.  And  this  principle  has  l)een  the 
foundation  of  the  repeated  interventions  by  the  States  of  Europe  in 
the  affairs  of  Turkey,  who,  abominable  and  atrocious  as  her  cruelty 
has  been  toward  her  subjects  in  Greece  and  in  the  northern  part 
of  her  dominions  in  Europe,  and  in  Armenia,  has  not  approached 
Ihe  eminence  at  which  Spain  stands  in  solitary  and  unapproachable 
infamy. 

The  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  people  of  Cuba  would 
not  be  a  justifiable  cause  of  war  by  Spain  against  the  United  '»tates. 
Upon  this  principle  the  best-esteemed  authorities  are  agreed.  Among 
their  opinions  the  following  declaration  of  Mr.  Webster  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Hiilsemann  stands  preeminent: 

"If,  therefore,  the  United  States  had  gone  ao  f ar  ae  formally  to  acknowledge  the 
independenoe  of  Haogary,  althongh,  as  the  result  has  proved,  it  wonld  bave  been 
a  precipitate  step,  and  one  from  which  no  benefit  wonld  have  resulted  to  eitbev 
pttrty,  it  wonld  not  neyerthelesa  have  been  an  act  against  the  law  of  nations, 
prorided  they  took  no  part  in  her  eonteat  with  Austria/' 

If  not  an  act  against  the  law  of  nations,  it,  of  course,  could  not 
be  a  justifiable  ground  for  war. 

The  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  people  of  Cuba  entitles 
the  United  States  to  insist  that  the  war  shall  be  conducted  in  accordance 
with  those  humane  laws  which  have  been  ordained  by  the  common 
consent  of  the  civilized  world,  and  which  have  done  so  much  to  mitigate 
the  horrors  of  warfare.  So  long  as  this  Government  abstains  from 
such  recognition,  Spain  is  entitled  to  insist  that  we  agree  with  her  that 
the  insurrection  is  merely  a  treasonable  riot  and  not  a  formal  and 
organized  rebellion,  and  that  she  is  therefore  entitled  to  execute 
uj>on  the  insnrgents  and  upon  American  citizens,  and  all  persons 
uxK>n  the  island,  the  penalties  of  a  domestic  code  wbich  is  an  af&ont 
to  civilization. 

The  United  States  has  been  in  this  attitude  of  concurrence  ever 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  It  has,  as  a  consequence,  in  a  spirit 
of  forbearance,  submitted  to  many  atrocities  x)erpetrated  by  Spain 
upon    our    own    dtizens   which,   under    recognition,  would    have 


Xn  AFFAIRS   IN   CUBA. 

had  no  warrant  in  intern  ntional  law  and  would  have  afforded  just 

gronnds  of  procedure  by-  this  Goyernmeut  under  its  acknowledged 

principles.    Citizens  of  the  United  States  have  been  condemned  to 
death  by  military  tribunals  in  violation  of  their  treaty  rights.    The 

expostulations  of  this  Government  have  been  in  effect  merely  petitions 
for  royal  clemency.  The  Competitor  prisoners,  captured  under  our 
flag,  were  imprisoned  nearly  seventeen  months  and  weate  never 
brought  to  trial,  though  they  were  subjected  to  many  harsh,  illegal, 
and  degrading  preliminary  examinations.  The  entire  proceeding 
against  them  was  unlawful  and  in  derogation  of  their  rights  and  of  our 
honor.  But  as  they  were  technically,  in  the  attitude  which  the  United 
States  had  assumed  and  had  placed  them  in  refusing  recognition  of 
belligerency  or  index)endenoe,  merely  ordinary  criminals  prosecuted 
by  Spain  under  her  domestic  penal  code,  this  Oovemment,  it  was  logi- 
cally insisted  by  Spain,  had  no  right  to  make  the  question  one  of 
international  obligation.  It  accepted  royal  clemency  and,  in  the  person 
of  its  citizens,  received  a  pardon  for  a  crime  instead  of  demanding 
reparation  for  a  violated  right. 

The  United  States  has  been  compelled  by  its  attitude  of  nonreoog- 
nition  to  assist  Spain  by  its  execution  of  our  neutrality  statutes. 
If  there  is  no  war,  and  the  insurgents  are  merely  an  unlawfiil  con- 
federacy  of  common  insurrectionists,  they  can  have  no  legitimate  com- 
mercial dealings  with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Nor  can  the  insurgents  object  to  Spain  having  such  dealings  of 
every  character,  including  the  purchase  of  supplies,  which,  had  recog- 
nition been  accorded,  would  be  contraband  of  war,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  furnished  except  through  breach  of  neutrality.  The  United 
States  has  therefore  been  an  assistant  of  Spain.  The  supplies  for 
that  power  have  been  largely  purchased  in  this  country.  The  unrec- 
ognized insurgents  have  bad  no  right  to  complain.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  and  their  adherents  have  been  prohibited  from  making 
such  purchases  and  from  exporting  any  supplies,  however  acquired* 
There  has,  therefore,  been  no  real  neutrality  by  this  Government 
throughout  the  entire  business.  To  the  contrary,  Spain  has  been  tiie 
ooatomer  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have  sold  her|  witli 
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tedmical  lawfolness,  eTerything  that  she  has  required  to  repress  by 
audi  processes  as  we  have  indicated  a  people  straggling  against 
tyranny  for  their  liberties.  To  prevent  the  insurgents  from  baying 
or  exporting  at  all  while  Spain  has  bonght  and  exported  to  the  extent 
of  her  requirements  the  Navy  and  revenue  vessels  of  the  United 
States  have  been  diligently  and  soccessfully  employed*  It  has  been 
stated,  and  we  believe  with  entire  correctness,  that  this  vigilance 
juid  policing  of  the  seas  by  the  United  States  in  favor  of  Spain 
and  against  the  insurgents  has  cost  this  Oovenuuent  more  than 
12,000,000. 


The  conflict  of  opinion  and  definition  among  the  jurists  upon  the 

subject  of  intervention  is  very  great.    Some  of  them  deny  its  existence 
as  a  right  under  any  circumstances,  excepting  of  self-defense  against 

an  imminent  peril,  while  other  writers,  of  equal  authority,  maintain 

the  validity  of  its  assertion  as  a  right  for  causes  which  may  be  incon- 

flistent  with  that  great  foundation  principle  of  international  law,  the 

equal  and  inviolable  sovereignty  of  States. 

The  extremes  of  these  opinions  are  represented  by  Gnizot  and 
Amtz.  The  former  declares  that  <^no  State  has  the  right  to  inter- 
vene in  the  situation  or  intei  nal  government  of  another  State,  except 
only  when  the  interest  of  its  own  safety  renders  such  intervention 
indispensable." 

Amtz  maintains  that  the  right  of  intervention  exists: 

1.  ^When  the  institutions  of  one  State  violate  or  threaten  to 
violate  the  rights  of  another  State,  or  when  such  violation  is 
the  necessary  consequence  of  its  institutions  and  the  impossibility 
of  an  orderly  coexistence  of  States  results  therefrom; 

2.  ^<When  a  government,  acting  entirely  within  the  limits  of  its 
prerogatives  of  sovereignty,  violates  the  rights  of  humanity,  whether 
by  measures  contrary  to  the  interests  of  other  States,  or  by  excess  of 
injustice  and  cruelty  which  deeply  wounds  public  morals  and  civiliza- 
Qon« 
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<<The  rigbt  of  interrention  is  a  legitimate  one,  because,  however 
important  may  be  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and  independence,  there 
is  one  thing  of  still  greater  importance,  and  that  is  the  law  of  homauity 
and  hnman  society,  which  ought  not  to  be  outraged." 

Between  these  extremities  of  opinion  the  differences  among  the  pub- 
licists are  exceedingly  various  and  irreconcilable.  Professor  Hall,  in 
his  work  on  International  Law  (3d  ed.,  p.  288,  note  1),  in  considering 
the  opinions  of  modem  international  jurists  who  touch  upon  humani* 
tarian  intervention,  says  that  ^^the  treatment  which  the  subject 
receives  from  them  is  merely  fragmentary,  notice  being  taken  of 
some  only  of  its  grounds,  which  are  usually  approved  or  disap- 
proved without  very  clear  reference  to  a  general  principle. 

Yattel  (liv.  1,  ch.  iv,  s.  56)  considers  it  permissible  to  succor  a  peo- 
ple oppressed  by  its  sovereign,  but  does  not  appear  to  sanction  any  of 
the  analogous  grounds  of  intervention.  Wheaton  (Elem.,  pt.  11,  ch.  1, 
s.  93),  Bluntschli  (s.  478),  Mamiani  (p.  86),  give  the  right  of  aiding  an 
oppressed  race. 

Heffter  (S.  46),  while  denying  the  right  pf  intervention  to  repress 
tyranny,  holds  that  so  soon  as  a  civil  war  has  broken  out  a  foreign 
state  may  assist  either  party  engaged  in  it.  Oalvo  (S.  166)  and  Fiore 
(1,  446)  think  that  states  can  intervene  to  put  an  end  to  slaughter.'' 

Yattel  says.  Book  II,  Ohap.  IV,  top  p.  157,  <'As  to  those  monsterfl 
who,  under  the  title  of  sovereigns,  render  themselves  the  scourges  and 
horror  of  the  human  race,  they  are  savage  beasts,  whom  every  brave 
man  may  justly  exterminate  from  the  fa(5e  of  the  earth. 

^<A11  antiquity  has  praised  Hercules  for  delivering  the  world  firon 
Antaeus,  a  Busiris,  and  a  Diomede." 

If  these  opinions  state  the  correct  rule,  as  we  believe  they  do,  th< 
right  of  intervention  by  the  United  States  in  the  present  instance 
is  indubitable.  They  are,  however,  controverted  by  other  pabli 
cists  of  great  eminence.  It  is  possibly  correct  to  say  as  to  thii 
conflict  of  opinion  that  this  portion  of  international  law  is,  thong] 
operative  in  certain  cases,  in  that  formative  and  progressive  oonditioi 
of  development  by  which  many  benign  principles,  though  formerli 
oontestedy  have  at  last  become  firmly  established. 
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The  following  reflections  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  apou  this  sabjei^t  (Int. 
Law,  p.  242,  et  seq.)  appear  to  be  well  considered: 

"How  fxr  the  right  of  hiterventlon  legitimately  eztonds,  under  what  oiromn- 
stonceB  it  nuv  be  inroked^  to  what  extent  it  may  be  carried,  are  qneetiona 
whieh  bare  given  rise  to  much  discoMion— qoestiona  that  have  never  been 
avthoritatiyely  settled,  and  perhaps  nerer  will  be  settled. 

"Hardly  a  writer  absolately  denies  the  ezlstenoe  of  the  right  at  all ;  it  would  seem 
to  be  imsale  to  go  to  this  length.  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  almost  eqaally  unsafe 
to  admit  the  right  to  exist  at  all,  for,  as  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  place  any  exact 

limits  npoa  ity  its  very  admission  may  open  the  door  to  vast  and  terrible  abuses. 

•  •••••• 

"  WhUe  the  fsct  is  as  stated  that  instaneee  of  intervention  are  and  have  been  con- 
itantly  ooenrring,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  whole  subject  does  not  so  much  belong  to 

international  law  as  to  politics. 

•  •••••• 

'  In  ahort^  I  can  not  think  that  the  subject  of  intervention  has  been,  or  perhaps  can 
be,  regulated  by  the  positive  international  law.  It  must  be  relegated  to  the  domain 
of  those  bigh  polities,  those  principles  of  expediency,  which  control  the  conduct, 
both  domestio  and  foreign,  of  nations." 

The  actual  condact  and  policies  of  nations  give  warrant  to  these 
observations.  To  sustain  repeated  intervention  dnring  the  present 
oentory  no  law  has  been  invoked.  They  have  been  acts  of  necessity 
or  policy.  This  statement  is  corroborated  by  the  creation  and  exist- 
ence of  two  policies,  one  of  Barope,  the  other  of  the  United  States, 
each  of  which  is  based  distinctly  apon  the  assertion  of  an  intention 
to  ii?tervene  nnder  certain  circumstances.  We  refer  to  the  principle 
of  the  balance  of  power  and  to  the  Monroe  Doctrine.  Each  is  a  dis- 
tinct and  arbitrary  policy  of  intervention,  to  be  effected  in  certain 
oontingencies  in  furtherance  of  national  policies,  and  to  justify  which 
no  canon  of  international  law  was  ever  invoked.  The  former  has  pro- 
foundly affected  the  relations  of  the  European  States  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  many  of  those  sovereignties. 

The  latter  has  kept  the  powers  of  Europe  out  of  the  American 
continents  ever  since  it  was  promulgated.  It  was  a  distinct  announce- 
ment that  the  United  States  would  intervene,  under  certain  expressed 
circumstances,  in  the  affairs  of  every  Central  American  and  South 
American  State.    The  United  States  did  intervene  by  threat  and  show 
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of  force  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico  and  France,  and  compelled  the  evacu- 
ation of  that  Republic  by  a  European  power,  whose  own  prior  inter- 
vention in  Mexican  affairs  had  overthrown  a  repnblic  and  establisbed 
a  monarchy  apon  its  rnins  No  publicist  has  ever  asserted  that  either 
of  these  policies  is  part  of  the  law  of  nations. 


Justification  for  intervention  is  strengthened  in  such  cases  as  the 
present,  where  the  oppressions  by  a  State  of  its  subjects  have  been 
80  inveterate,  atrocious,  and  sanguinary  as  to  require  intervention  by 
other  nations  in  the  interests  of  humanity  and  the  peace  of  the  world, 
for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  that  Government  and  establishing  or 
recognizing  another  in  its  place  as  the  only  means  of  extirpating  an 
otherwise  incurable  and  dangerous  evlL 


The  conduct  of  the  European  powers  'respecting  Turkey  has  been 
pursuant  to  the  polic}  which  impels  one  nation  to  intervene  in  the 
affairs  of  another  State  to  stop  cruelty  and  massacre,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  depose  it  fron  sovereignty  That  State  became  a  member  of  the 
commonwealth  of  European  powers  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856L 
The  integrity  and  sovereignty  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  were  guaran- 
teed. It  has  stood  ever  since  upor  an  equality  with  Spain  in  all 
respects.  And  yet  Turkey  has  been  the  subject  of  repeated  inter* 
ventions  since  1856,  which  have  restrained  her  sovereignty,  U8ui-pe<l 
her  domestic  administration,  repressed  her  cruelties,  and  partially 
dismembered  her  empire. 

The  people  of  her  several  Danubian  provinces,  oppressed  by  her 
misgovernment,  rose  in  rebellion.  A  scene  of  massacre  followed,  which 
stood  without  precedent  until  it  was  made  to  seem  mercifhl  by  the 
atrocities  perpetrated  by  Spain  upon  her  subjects  in  Cuba.    Europi' 
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protested  at  the  conference  of  €k>n8tantiDople  and  Bnggested  reforms 
and  concessions  in  favor  of  the  oppressed  i>eople,  wliicb  Turkey 
promised  to  grant  in  part,  bat  vitiated  that  promise  by  evasions  and 
Babterfuges  as  to  some  most  material  requirements.  Upon  this  Europe 
ceased  to  represent,  remonstrate,  and  implore*  Russia  intervened  by 
force.  Her  military  successes  produced  the  treaty  of  San  Stefano 
between  that  power  and  Turkey,  which  established  the  political  status 
of  the  revolted  provinces.  But,  in  the  opinion  of  the  other  European 
powers,  Russia  herself  had  obtained  too  much  under  that  treaty. 

The  consequence  was  the  interposition  of  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  in  the  affairs  of  Russia  and  Turkey.  It  was  substantially 
an  intervention,  though  otherwise  denominated,  which  compelled 
Russia  and  Turkey  to  take  part  in  the  Congress  of  Berlin,  held  in 
1878.  They  did  so  because  they  were  constrained  by  the  certaiuty 
of  intervention  by  force  in  case  they  should  refuse.  The  result  of 
that  Congress  was  the  partial  dismemberment  of  European  Turkey, 
and  the  establishment  of  new  States  therein,  some  partially  auton- 
omous, others  entirely  independent.  The  cause  of  these  great  inter- 
ventions was  the  cruelty  of  Turkey  toward  her  own  subjects.  The 
result  was  that  the  interventions  secured  their  independence. 

The  cases  of  the  Danubian  provinces  are  so  similar  to  that  of  Cuba 
as  to  be  nearly  identical.  The  fact  that  the  wrongs  were  inHicted  bj 
Mohammedans  upon  Christians  does  not  mitigate  the  responsibility  of 
Spain  or  make  intervention  as  to  her  any  less  rightful.  Surely  Chris- 
tian Spain,  from  the  fact  that  she  is  a  Christian  state,  is  not  given 
greater  warrant  to  exterminate  her  subjects  than  Mohammedan  Turkey 
possessed  to  extirpate  hers. 

Great  Britain  intervened  as  to  Egypt  upon  financial  grounds,  and 
is  now  administering  the  revenues  and  finances  of  that  province. 

The  recent  interventions  of  the  European  powers  in  favor  of  Turkey 
and  against  Greece  in  her  endeavor  to  assist  the  Cretan  iuHurgents,  is 
familiar  history.  So,  also,  is  the  intervention  of  the  same  powers  which 
checked  the  advance  of  the  armies  of  Turkey  into  Greece. 

The  attitude  of  the  United  States  toward  the  present  question  has 

been  based  upon  the  right  of  intervention  and  the  intention  to  exer- 
S.  Kep.  885 2 
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cise  it  in  certain  contingencies.    President  Oleveland,  in  his  message 
of  December  7, 1896,  declared  that — 

"  Whatever  circnmstanccB  may  arise,  onr  policy  and  onr  interests  woald  oonstrain 
OS  to  object  to  the  acquisition  of  the  island  or  an  interference  with  its  control  by 
any  other  j>ower. 

'*  It  should  be  added  that  it  can  not  be  reasonably  assumed  that  the  hitherto  expect- 
ant attitude  of  the  United  States  will  be  indefinitely  maintained.  While  we  are 
anxious  to  accord  all  due  respect  to  the  sovereignty  of  Spain,  we  can  not  view  the 
pending  conflict  in  all  its  features,  and  properly  apprehend  our  inevitably  close 
relations  to  it,  and  its  possible  results,  without  considering  that  by  the  course 
of  events  we  may  be  drawn  into  such  an  unusual  and  unprecedented  condition, 
as  will  fix  a  limit  to  onr  patient  waiting  for  Spain  to  end  the  contest,  either 
alone  and  in  her  own  way,  or  with  our  friendly  cooperation. 

''When  the  inability  of  Spain  to  deal  successfully  with  the  insurrection  has  become 
manifest,  and  it  is  demonstrated  that  her  sovereignty  is  extinct  in  Cuba  for  all  purw 
poses  of  its  rightful  existence,  and  when  a  hopeless  struggle  for  its  reestablishment 
has  degenerated  into  a  strife  which  means  nothing  more  than  the  useless  sacrifice 
of  human  lifcand  the  utter  destruction  of  the  very  subject-matter  of  the  oonflict,  a 
situation  will  be  presented  in  which  our  obligations  to  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  will 
be  superseded  by  higher  obligations,  which  we  can  hardly  hesitate  to  recognise  and 
discharge.    Deferring  the  choice  of  ways  and  methods  until  the  time  for  action 
arrives,  we  should  make  them  depend  upon  the  precise  conditions  then  existing;  and 
they  should  not  be  determined  upon  without  giving  careful  heed  to  every  consider- 
ation involving  our  honor  and  interest,  or  the  international  duty  we  owe  to  Spain. 
Until  we  face  the  contingencies  suggested,  or  the  situation  is  by  other  incidents 
imperatively  changed,  we  should  continue  in  the  line  of  conduct  heretofore  pursaed^ 
thus  in  all  circumstances  exhibiting  onr  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  public 
law  and  onr  regard  for  the  duty  enjoined  upon  us  by  the  position  we  occupy  in  the 
family  of  nations. 

''A  contemplation  of  emergencies  that  may  arise  should  plainly  lead  us  to  avoid 
their  creation,  either  through  a  careless  disregard  of  present  duty  or  even  ao  nndae 
stimulation  and  ill-timed  expression  of  feeling.  But  I  have  deemed  it  not  amisa  to 
remind  the  Congress  that  a  time  may  arrive  when  a  correct  policy  and  care  for  oar 
interests,  as  well  as  a  regard  for  the  interests  of  other  nations  and  their  oitisenay, 
joined  by  considerations  of  humanity  and  a  desire  to  see  a  rich  and  fertile  country ^ 
intimately  related  to  us,  saved  from  complete  devastation,  will  constrain  onr  6ov^ 
emment  to  such  action  as  will  subserve  the  interests  thus  involved,  and  at  the  amoifi 
time  promise  to  Cuba  and  its  inhabitants  an  opportunity  to  ei\]oy  the  bleaainga  o| 
peace.'' 
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PreBldent  McKinley,  in  his  message  of  December  6, 1897,  said : 

''The  instmofciona  giren  to  our  new  Minister  to  Spain  before  his  departore  for  his 
post  directed  him  to  impress  upon  that  GoTemment  the  sincere  wish  of  the  United 
States  to  lead  its  aid  toward  the  ending  of  the  war  in  Cuba  by  reaching  a  peacefnl 
tnd  lasting  resnlt,  Jnst  and  honorable  alike  to  Spain  and  to  the  Cuban  people. 
These  instmctions  recited  the  character  and  duration  of  the  contest,  the  widespread 
iottcs  it  entasla,  the  burdens  and  restraints  it  imposes  upon  us,  with  constant  dis- 
turbance of  National  interests,  and  the  ii^Jury  resulting  from  an  indefinite  con  tin- 
nance  of  this  state  of  things.  It  was  stated  that  at  this  Juncture  our  Qoyemment 
was  constrsined  to  seriously  inquire  if  the  time  was  not  ripe  when  Spain  of  her  own 
▼olition,  moTod  by  her  own  interests  and  every  sentiment  of  humanity,  should  put 
a  stop  to  this  destmctiye  war  and  make  proposals  of  settlement  honorable  to  hemelf 
and  Just  to  her  Cuban  colony.  It  was  urged  that  as  a  neighboring  nation,  with 
large  interests  in  Cuba,  we  could  be  required  to  wait  on]y  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
mother  oountfy  to  establish  its  authority  and  restore  peace  and  order  within  the 
borders  of  the  Island;  that  ws  could  not  contemplate  an  indefinite  period  for  the 
accomplishment  of  thia  result. 

''No  solution  was  proposed  to  which  the  slightest  idea  of  humiliation  to  Spain 
could  attach,  and  indeed  precise  proposals  were  withheld  to  avoid  embarrassment 
to  that  Government.    All  that  was  asked  or  expected  was  that  some  safe  way  might 

be  speedily  provided  and  permanent  peace  restored. 

•  •  ^  •  •  •  • 

"Sure  of  the  right,  keeping  free  from  aU  oifense  ourselves,  actuated  only  by 
upright  and  patriotic  considerations,  moved  neither  by  passion  nor  selfishness,  the 
Government  will  continue  its  watchfhl  care  over  the  rights  and  property  of  Ameri- 
can eitisens  and  will  abate  none  of  its  efforts  to  bring  about  by  peaceful  agencies  a 
peace  which  shall  be  honorable  and  enduring.  If  it  shall  hereafter  appear  to  be 
a  duty  imposed  by  our  obligations  to  ourselves,  to  civilization  aud  humanity  to 
intervene  with  force,  it  shall  be  without  fault  on  our  part  and  only  because  the 
necessity  for  such  action  wUl  be  so  clear  as  to  command  the  support  and  approval 
of  the  civilized  world." 

These  declaratioiis  more  than  implied  that  this  Government  wonld 
mt^pose  in  tlie  event  of  failure  within  a  reasonable  time  to  conquer 
the  insurgents  or  to  induce  them  by  concessions  of  home  rule  to 
lay  down  their  arms.  They  have  not  been  subdued.  The  autonomy 
proffered  was  specious  and  illusory.  It  has  been  rejected  by  the 
insurgents  not  because  it  was  specious  and  illusory^  but  because 
they  will  accept  nothing  short  of  complete  national  independence. 
The  suggestion  of  a  more  complete  autonomy  has  also  been  rejected 
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by  them.  They  declare  to  the  United  States  and  Spain  alike  that 
no  terms  short  of  independence,  which  those  powers  may  attempt 
to  prescribe  to  them  will  be  accepted.  Spain  refuses  to  grant 
independence. 

The  war,  then,  must  go  on,  and  the  misery  which  has  shocked  the  civ- 
ilized world  must  continue  and  increase  unless  it  is  terminated  by  the 
triumph  of  Cuba  or  Spain  or  by  the  interposition  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  the  time  to  interpose  has 
arrived;  that  intervention  which  will  stop  the  war  and  secaro  the 
national  independence  of  Cuba  should  at  once  take  place.  If  under 
all  the  circumstances  Spain  shall  choose  to  regard  such  action  by  this 
Government  as  a  cause  of  war,  that  consequence,  however  deplorable, 
will  be  accepted  by  the  American  people  with  all  the  fortitude  that 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  their  action  can  inspire. 

Such  intervention  is  justifiable  and  necessary  for  the  following  rea- 
sons: The  present  situation  in  Guba  has  become  a  menace  to  the 
peace  of  the  world,  and  especially  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
United  States.  Spain  has  bid  for  European  intervention,  thus  far 
apparently  without  success,  but  the  conditions  which  make  such  inter- 
vention possible  should  be  removed  at  once. 

For  nearly  three  years  the  hostilities  in  Guba  and  the  Spanish 
administration  of  that  island  have  involved  this  Government  in  periloas 
relations  with  Spain  and  raised  questions  of  right  and  responsibility 
of  which  no  prospect  of  settlement  is  apparent.  So  long  as  these  oon* 
ditions  are  allowed  to  remain  unsettled  they  will  increase  an  irritation 
which  has  already  become  intolerable,  and  which  will  inevitably  nlti* 
mately  require  adjustment  by  measures  much  more  vigorous  than  now 
seem  adequate  to  compose  existing  difficulties. 

Spain  has  failed  to  perform  her  treaty  obligations  and  other  inter- 
national duties  toward  the  United  States.  To  give  a  minute  specifica- 
tion of  these  derelictions  would  unnecessarily  extend  this  pax>er.  They 
are  the  familiar  matters  of  current  history.  American  citizens  have 
been  seized  and  imprisoned  without  shadow  of  right,  and  have  been 
proceeded  against  by  violent  and  irregular  forms  in  violation  of  treaty 
obligations. 
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The  aBsassination  of  Kius,  an  American  citizen,  was  the  act  of  the 
Spanish  officials  who  held  him  in  a  custody  nnwanranted  by  his  treaty 
rights.  No  reparation  has  been  made  for  this  act,  although  it  has  been 
demanded  by  this  Government. 

A  justifiable  cause  for  intervention  has  been  afforded  by  the  bar 
barity  with  which  Spain  has  conducted  her  military  operations;  by  her 
slaughter  of  captured  insurgent  soldiers,  and  by  her  extermination  of 
not  less  than  200,000  of  ber  own  noncombatant  subjects — roeoi  women, 
and  children — ^by  driving  them  ftom  their  homes  into  places  of  concen- 
tration and  there  sufTeriug  them  to  die  of  starvation  and  disease. 

In  18d3  there  were  $50,000,000  of  property  in  the  Island  of  Cuba 
belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Much  of  this  has  been 
destroyed,  and  much  of  that  destruction  has  been  by  the  acts  of  Spain. 
The  destruction  of  the  remainder  she  has  been  unable  or  unwilling  to 
prevent. 

The  claims  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  against  Spain  for 
indemnity  for  this  destroyed  property  are  about  $16,000,000  in  amonnt. 

Her  military  officers  have  levied  contributions  upon  American  plant- 
ers as  the  price  for  the  preservation  of  their  estates  and  the  continu* 
ance  of  their  agricultural  operations. 

In  1893  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  Oaba  had  reached 
the  annual  sum  of  nearly  $1(M),000,000.  Since  that  time  it  has  been 
substantially  annihilated  by  the  methods  of  Spanish  military  and  civil 
maladministration.  Certain  sworn  statements  made  before  the  com- 
mittee and  other  documents  are  herewith  submitted  as  part  of  this 
report. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  resolu- 
tion: 

Whereas  the  abhorrent  conditions  which  have  existed  for  more  than 
three  years  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  so  near  our  own  borders,  have 
shocked  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
a  disgrace  to  Christian  civilization,  culminating,  as  they  have,  in  the 
destruction  of  a  United  States  battle  ship,  with  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  of  its  officers  and  crew,  while  on  a  friendly  visit  in  the  harbor  oi 
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Havana,  and  can  not  longer  be  endured,  as  has  been  set  forth  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  his  message  to  Congress  of  April 
eleventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  upon  which  the  action  of 
Congress  was  invited :  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  First.  That  the  people  of  t1i6 
Island  of  Cuba  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent. 

Second.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  demand,  and  the 
Oovernment  of  the  United  States  does  hereby  demand,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain  at  once  relinquish  its  authority  and  government  b 
the  Island  of  Cuba  and  withdraw  its  land  and  naval  forces  from  Cuba 
and  Cuban  waters. 

Third.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  «and  he  hereby 
is,  directed  and  empowered  to  use  the  entire  land  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  call  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  to  such  extent  as  may  be  ueces^ 
sary  to  carry  these  resolutions  into  effect. 


> 


VIEWS  OF  MINOKITT. 

The  nndersigDed  members  of  said  committee  cordially  concur  in  the 

report  made  upon  the  Gabaii  resolntionSi  but  we  favor  the  immediate 

reoognitioD  of  the  Bepublic  of  Onba,  as  organized  in  that  island,  as  a 

free,  independent,  and  sovereign  power  among  the  nations  of  the 

wot\(L 

David  Tubpib. 

B.  Q.  Mills. 

Jno.  W.  Danhbl. 

j.  b.  fobaksb, 
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April  18, 1898.— OiSlered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  MuAjSj  as  a  member  of  the  Oomroittee  on  Foreign  Relations, 

submitted  tbe  following 

VIEWS. 

[To  ftccompnoy  8.  R.  149.] 

The  relations  existing  between  ns  and  tbe  people  of  Onba  are  different 
from  those  existing  between  as  and  any  other  j>eop1e  on  the  globe. 

Oar  statesmen  from  the  very  beginning  of  onr  Government  Raw  the 
absolute  necessity  of  our  control  over  the  destiny  of  that  island  and 
its  inhabitants.  Its  position  at  the  entrance  to  the  Oalf  of  Mexico, 
almost  in  sight  of  onr  shores,  makes  it  an  object  of  transcendent  impor- 
tance to  the  United  States.  The  waters  of  the  Galf  of  Mexico  wash 
Uie  southern  boundary  of  five  of  oar  States.  Into  its  bosom  empty 
the  floods  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  tribntaries,  all  of  which  are 
navigable  far  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  rendering  its  interior  acces- 
sible to  armed  vessels  of  foreign  nations.  The  island  itself  has  a 
harbor  within  100  miles  of  our  territory  second  only  to  Gibraltar,  and 
ou  whose  bosom  could  ride  in  safety  the  navies  of  the  world.  This 
harbor,  situated  at  our  most  exposed  point,  strong  by  its  natural  for- 
mation, could  be  made  the  most  powerful  fortress  in  the  world ;  and  in 
I»o88ession  of  a  strong  maritime  nation  would  be  a  constant  menace  to 
our  existence,  and  in  case  of  war  would  put  us  at  an  immense  disad- 
vantage and  compel  us  to  prosecute  it  at  a  greater  loss  of  the  lives  and 
proi)erty  of  our  people.  The  inalienable  right  of  self-preservation — the 
highest  of  all  rights — gives  to  us  the  moral  right  to  possess  it  if  we 
think  proper  or  to  control  its  possession  by  others  in  order  that  it  may 
not  be  used  to  imperil  our  existence  or  do  us  a  great  injury.  The  right 
to  control  its  possession  necessarily  carries  with  it  the  right  to  control 
the  government  of  its  people.    In  the  exercise  of  that  right  we  have 
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decreed  that  the  island  shall  remain  in  the  possession  of  Spain  and  snD- 
ject  to  such  laws  as  she  shall  enact  for  the  government  of  its  i>eople. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  Oreat  Britain  has  been  anxions  for  many 
years  to  add  Cnba  to  her  territorial  possessions.  Germany  and  France 
have  each  looked  with  a  covetous  eye  toward  its  acquisition.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  position  taken  and  maintained  by  the  United  States, 
one  or  the  other  of  them  would  have  long  since  acquired  dominion  over 
it.  If  we  had  not  notified  the  world  that  it  should  not  pass  out  of  the 
I)ower  of  Spain,  and  Great  Britain  had  acquired  it,  its  people  would 
now  be  ruled  as  British  subjects.  If  it  had  passed  to  Germany  or 
France,  they  would  have  been  ruled  as  German  or  French  colonists.  In 
any  event,  they  would  have  escaped  the  oppression  they  now  endure 
under  the  power  of  Spain.  But  we  determined  that  Cuba  should  never 
go  either  to  Great  Britain,  Germany,  France,  or  any  other  power,  Euro- 
pean or  American,  but  that  it  should  remain  subject  to  Spain  until 
such  time  as  we  should  determine  that  our  interests  demanded  that 
we  should  take  possession  of  it  and  incorporate  it  into  our  Union,  or 
until  it  should  become  independent.  This  we  have  uniformly  declared, 
and  this  we  have  maintained  throughout  our  history,  and  this  we  intend 
to  continue  to  maintain.  Therefore  we  have  fixed  the  destinies  of  the 
people  of  Cuba,  and  it  is  not  within  the  competency  of  their  iK>wer  to 
change  that  destiny.  Whatever  the  oppressions  they  have  suffered, 
are  now  sufiering,  or  are  to  sufTer  in  the  future  under  Spanish  misrale, 
they  are  all,  in  a  serious  extent,  the  product  of  our  will — the  legitimate 
consequences  of  our  conduct. 

The  convulsions  in  Europe  and  America  which  followed  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  independence  manifested  to  Spain  and  to  the  world  the 
weakness  of  her  hold  upon  her  American  possessions.  Conscious  of 
her  inability  to  maintain  her  own  throne  in  the  presence  of  a  revolution 
which  was  shaking  all  the  thrones  of  Europe,  she  was  stretching  out 
her  hands  for  help  to  hold  her  provinces  in  the  Western  Hemisphere, 
all  of  whom  had  caught  the  revolutionary  contagion.  In  1795,  when 
our  minister  was  engaged  in  negotiating  the  treaty  of  that  date  with 
her,  she  proposed  that  the  United  States,  with  France,  would  agree 
to  guarantee  to  her  the  continued  possession  of  her  American  prov- 
inces* This  our  minister  promptly  declined.  The  subject  of  European 
entanglements  had  doubtless  been  the  ii*uitful  topic  of  many  confer- 
ences among  our  statesmen  of  that  day.  The  President  who  sent  him 
to  Europe  as  our  representative  had,  no  doubt,  impressed  upon  him 
what  he  tried  to  impress  upon  the  American  people  and  what  he  so 
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happily  stated  in  Iiis  farewell  address  one  hundred  years  ago,  that 
<' Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests  which  to  ns  have  none  or  a 
very  remote  relation.''  Washington  had  doabtless  told  Mr.  Pinckney 
that  in  his  negotiations  he  must  not  ^  entangle  our  peace  and  pros- 
iverity"  in  European  toils.  We  had  no  interest  in  their  dynasties, 
their  wars,  or  balances  of  power.  We  had  no  interest  in  common 
with  them  bnt  ^* peace,  commerce,  and  honest  friendship."  We  could 
therefore  have  no  ^^  entangling  altiances"  with  any  of  them.  John 
Adams,  ^^  the  colossus  of  the  Beyolutiony''  said :  ^^  We  should  make  no 
treaties  of  allianoe  with  any  Buropean  power;  consent  to  none  but 
treaties  of  commerce,  and  separate  ourselves  as  far  as  possible  and 
as  long  as  possible  from  all  European  politics  and  wars.'' 

Jefferson,  following  Washington,  and  adopting  Washington's  expres- 
sion, said  we  ^<had  a  set  of  interests  distinct  fi^m  those  of  Europe" 
and  '^peculiarly  our  own,"  and  that  we  should  have  a  system  of  our 
own  separate  from  that  of  Europe.  He  said  our  first  maxim  should 
be  ^  never  to  entangle  ourselves  in  the  broils  of  Europe,"  and  our  sec* 
ODd  ''never  to  suffer  Europe  to  intermeddle  with  cis- Atlantic  affairs." 
This  has  been  our  settled  policy  from  the  beginning.  Mr.  Madison  so 
anderstood  it  during  his  Administration.  YiThen  Spain's  American 
provinces  broke  out  in  revolt  against  her  Grown,  Mr.  Oanning  proposed 
to  Mr.  Madison  that  the  United  States  should  join  England  in  an 
effort  to  settle  the  differences  between  them.  Mr.  Madison  declined 
the  invitation  and  said  ''its  acceptance  would  be  a  step  leading  into  a 
wilderness  of  politics  and  a  den  of  conspirators."  Our  greatest  states- 
men recognized  the  fact  that  the  Buropean  <'setof  interests"  were 
wholly  incompatible  with  ours,  and  persistently  refused  all  invitations 
to  "entangle"  them.  There  the  primary  interests  to  be  secured  above 
all  otibers  are  their  hereditary  monarchies  and  aristocracies.  To  secure 
them  vast  military  and  naval  armaments  are  organized  and  maintained. 
T)ie  boundaries  of  their  possessions  are  defined  and  maintained  by 
treaties  of  allianoe  called  the  balance  of  power ;  colonization  and  con- 
quest are  prosecuted  by  armed  invasion  of  the  territorial  possessions 
of  other  people  who  are  too  feeble  to  repel  their  military  forces,  and 
by  the  prosecution  of  wars  all  over  the  earth  where  it  may  be  done 
with  safety,  to  advance  the  interests  of  one  monarch  or  curb  the 
ambition  of  another. 

In  tiie  European  "primary  set"  the  subject  is  the  forgotten  man. 
If  his  right  to  life,  liberty,  property,  or  happiness  enters  their  thoughts, 
it  is  as  ft  seeondacy  and  not  a  primary  interest.    In  America,  liberty — 
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personal,  civil,  political,  and  religions — is  the  central  tbonght,  the  pri- 
mary  interest,  around  which  all  onr  constitutions  and  laws  revolve. 
Here  every  man  is  a  sovereign,  and,  as  Chief  Justice  Jay  so  well  said  a 
century  ago,  '^a  sovereign  without  subjects."  Here,  we  have  ordained 
and  established  written  constitutions  to  secure  that  great  primary 
interest  to  which  we  have  dedicated  the  Western  Hemisphere.  Here, 
we  secure  our  great  interests  not  by  military  and  naval  establisliments, 
but  by  organized  civil  power  supported  by  the  will  of  a  firee  people. 
Here,  we  do  not  suppress  discontent  by  armed  violence,  but  correct  all 
abuses  through  the  administration  of  civil  government.  We  have  no 
colonies  or  dependencies.  We  wage  no  wars  of  conquest.  We  have 
rescued  this  continent  from  the  dominion  of  monarchies  and  aristocra- 
cies and  dedicated  it  to  freedom  secured  by  republican  government 
These  are  the  interests  ^'peculiarly  our  own,"  and  to  preserve  them  for 
ourselves  and  our  posterity  we  have  drawn  the  lines  of  oar  security 
around  the  Western  Hemisphere  and  its  adjacent  islands. 

In  the  beginning  we  said  to  the  European  governments.  Your  posses- 
sions in  this  hemisphere  will  not  be  disturbed,  but  they  shall  not  be 
extended.    Your  interests  are  in  open  antagonism  to  ours.    They  are 
'< opposing  and  enduring"  forces  that  can  not  live  in  close  proximity. 
The  ocean  must  roll  between  them.    We  can  not  permit  you  to  augment 
your  power  in  this  hemisphere.    This  has  been,  is  now,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  language  of  our  statesmanship.    This  is  what  has  been 
called  the  Monroe  doctrine,  but  it  was  declared  before  Mr.  Monroe  was 
President.    It  was  uttered  by  our  first  statesmen  as  our  policy.    It  was 
declared  by  Congress  in  a  joint  resolution  on  the  15th  of  January,  1811, 
in  reference  to  the  possession  of  East  Florida.    In  the  winter  of  1810-11 
information  reached  President  Madison  that  there  were  indications 
that  Great  Britain  was  preparing  to  take  possession  of  East  Florida, 
then  a  province  of  Spain.    On  the  3d  of  January,  1811,  he  sent  a  con- 
fidential message  to  Congress  and  recommended  them  to  declare  that 
^Hhe  United  States  could  not  see  without  serious  inquietude  any  part 
of  a  neighboring  territory  in  which  they  have  in  different  respects  so 
deep  and  so  just  a  concern  pass  from  the  hands  of  Spain  into  those  of 
any  other  foreign  power,"  and  he  asked  Congress  to  authorize  him  to 
take  possession  of  the  Floridas  and  hold  them  to  secure  ourselves. 
/On  the  15th  day  of  January,  1811,  Congress,  by  joint  resolution,  did 
declare  that  the  United  States  could  not  '^without  serious  inquietude "^ 
see  any  part  of  said  territory  pass  into  the  hands  of  any  foreign  power^ 
and  authorized  the  President  to  take  possession  of  the  Floridas, 
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he  did  witli  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  and  practically  held 
them  nutil  they  were  conveyed  to  as  by  the  treaty  of  1819,  This  was 
the  Madison  doctrine  in  1811,  tlie  Monroe  doctrine  in  1823,  and  has  been 
the  American  doctrine  since  1787.  In  1823,  when  the  four  great  powers 
of  Europe  entered  into  an  allinnce  to  aid  Spain  to  hold  her  revolting 
Aioerican  colonies,  President  Monroe  sent  to  Gongrrss  his  mensage 
repeating  the  well-settled  American  doctrine,  uttered  by  Madison  on 
January  3  and  declared  by  Congress  on  January  15, 1811,  The  princi- 
ple is  declared  in  the  guarded  language  of  diplomacy,  but  all  the  world 
understood  it,  and  Europe  understood  it,  to  mean  that  the  United  States 
would  enter  that  contest  with  all  their  military  and  naval  forces  and 
remain  in  it  until  every  armed  intruder  ft*om  Europe  was  driven  from 
tilts  hemisphere.  Here  was  the  Florida  principle  applied  to  the  States 
of  South  America.  This  is  the  doctrine  that  Webster  said  redeeted 
great  honor  on  Monroe  and  '^  which  could  not  be  taken  back,  retracted, 
or  annnlled  without  disgrace."  President  Polk  repeated  it  in  1845 
when  he  said  -'the  people  of  this  continent  alone  have  the  right  to 
decide  their  own  destiny,"  and  Mr.  Cass  in  1855  when  he  said  <'  we  would 
not  consent  to  the  subjugation  of  any  of  the  independent  States  of 
this  eontinent  by  any  European  power." 

In  1864  an  Austrian  prince  was  sent  to  Mexico  with  an  armed  force  to 
establish  an  empire  on  this  continent.  The  House  of  liepresentatives 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  4th  of  April,  by  a  unanimous  vote  declared 
that  it  did  not  accord  with  our  policy  to  recognize  a  monarchical  govern- 
ment in  Mexico,  erected  on  the  ruins  of  the  Bepublic  and  under  the 
auspices  of  any  European  power.  Our  minister  to  Austria  was  directed 
to  say  to  that  Ctovernment  that  if  Austrian  subjects  were  sent  by  that 
Government  to  Mexico  ^'the  United  States  would  not  remain  as  silent 
and  neutral  spectators."  We  served  the  same  notice  on  the  Government 
of  France.  After  the  termination  of  our  civil  war  we  assembled  an  army 
on  our  border  to  repeat  the  Florida  lesson,  if  it  became  necessary,  and 
take  possession  of  the  Mexican  territory  and  hold  it  long  enough  to  expel 
the  European  forces  that  had  come  to  establish  at  our  doors  their  ^^  pri- 
mary interests*"  It  is  useless  to  add  other  citations.  The  principle 
we  have  asserted  and  maintained  through  our  whole  history  is  that 
every  nation,  like  every  man,  has  a  right  to  do  whatever  is  necessary 
to  preserve  its  life.  In  Europe,  where  there  are  a  number  of  independ- 
ent states  in  close  proximity,  self-preservation  is  secured  by  enormous 
military  eetablishments  and  aUiances,  offensive  and  defensive.  Our 
solated  position,  defended  by  the  oceans  that  encircle  us,  relieves  us  from 
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all  danger  from  that  qnarter.  They  can  only  disturb  ns  by  locating 
their  sovereignty  in  this  hemisphere  and  building  up  their  military  and 
naval  establishments  on  this  continent  or  its  adjacent  islands.    So  far 

\  we  have  warded  off  that  danger,  and  it  should  be  our  constant  care 
not  only  to  prevent  the  growth  of  European  power  in  our  neighborhood, 
but  to  employ  our  energies  in  the  development  and  strengthening  of 
republican  institutions  in  our  part  of  the  world. 

Of  all  the  wide  extended  possessions  of  Spain  in  the  Western  world, 
only  Cuba  and  Porto  Eico  remain  to  her  today,  and  she  holds  them  by 
the  power  of  the  United  States.  Their  insular  position,  their  inferi- 
ority in  numbers,  and  being  destitute  of  factories,  guns,  or  muni- 
tions of  war  have  rendered  them  unable  to  measure  arms  successfully 
with  Spain,  and  all  their  struggles  for  independence  have  been  vain. 
Spain's  weakness  among  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  has  made 
Cuba  and  Porto  Bico  coveted  prizes  among  the  stronger  monarchiei$  of 
that  continent.  \  ^ore  than  once  they  have  tried  to  acquire  them,  or, 
failing  in  that,  to  prevent  us  from  doing  so.  When  they  have  been 
assured  that  we  would  not  permit  any  other  power  to  acquire  them,  or 
in  any  manner  control  them,  they  have  proposed  to  us  that  we  would 
not  acquire  or  control  them.  We  have  persistently  declined  to  ent^r 
into  any  agreement  with  them  4)n  the  subject.  We  have  maintained 
that  it  was  a  subject  about  which  we  would  consult  our  own  welfare 
alone.  We  have  in  plain,  positive,  and  unmistakable  language  vetoed 
all  protectorates,  alliances,  and  influences,  European  and  American, 
over  the  island  nearest  our  boundary.  We  have  notified  the  world 
that  no  power  on  earth  should  take  it  from  Spain  without  a  death 
struggle  on  land  and  sea  with  the  United  States.  We  said  to  Mexico 
and  Colombia  in  1825  that  we  would  not  permit  them  to  invade  Cuba; 
that  in  case  of  a  desolating  war  in  Cuba  we  might  be  compelled  to 
intervene  to  stop  it,  but  that  no  other  power  should  do  so. 
Mr.  Forsythe,  in  1840,  and  Mr.  Webster,  in  1843,  both  speaking  for  our 

/  Government,  said  to  Spain  and  the  world  that  we  would  employ  the 

f 

,  whole  of  our  military  and  naval  resources  to  prevent  Cuba  from  bein? 
wrested  from  Spain,  and  if  it  should  pass  from  her  either  by  purchasiv 

*  or  conquest  we  would  employ  our  whole  military  strength  to  recover  it. 
This  has  been  our  position  unequivocally  expressed  and  unwaveringly 
maintained  at  all  times.  We  have  kept  Cuba  like  a  galley  slave  in  a 
Spanish  dungeon.  Had  it  not  been  for  our  action  Cuba  would  have 
been  an  English  province  seventy  years  ago,  and  her  inhabitants  would 
have  had  the  mild  government  which  that  monarchy  gives  to  it«  colonial 
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subjects.  We  have  prevented  it.  We  have  reftised  to  take  the  island 
or  to  let  any  other  take  it  who  would  rescue  its  wretched  people  from 
the  cruel  dominion  of  Spain.  .?or  more  than  seventy  years  the  island 
has  been  under  martial  law,  and  its  unhappy  population  has  been  hunted, 
pillaged,  and  scourged  by  those  into  whose  hands  we  have  condemned 
tbeuL  It  has  repeatedly  been  the  scene  of  insurrection,  but  every 
struggle  has  been  extinguished  in  blood.  It  is  now  going  through  the 
most  brutal  experience  it  has  ever  endured.  Its  people  are  being  gath- 
ered, men,  women,  and  children  into  the  towns  to  be  starved  to  death. 
Men,  women,  and  children  are  being  apprehended  and  slau  j^litered  like 
wild  beasts,  and  still  we  maintain  our  position  that  we  will  not  rescue 
them  nor  permit  any  other  to  do  it. 

When  our  population  was  10,000,000  we  said  to  the  world  we  would 
intervene  and  stop  a  desolating  war.  Can  we  not  do  it  when  we  have 
more  than  70,000,0001  If  we  hold  our  primacy  over  that  island  for  our 
self-preservation,  have  not  its  people  the  same  right  to  their  self- 
preservation  and  the  right  to  demand  of  us  that  while  we  are  securing 
ourselves  we  shall  also  secure  themf  In  asserting  our  power  to  con- 
trol the  destiny  of  that  island  and  its  people  we  have  assumed 
responsibilities  of  the  gravest  kind — ^responsibilities  from  which  there 
is  no  escape,  fhere  is  no  tribunal  on  this  earth  that  can  call  us  to  its 
bar  and  compel  us  to  discharge  the  obligations  which  we  have  assumed. 
But  there  is  One  whose  sleepless  eye  numbers  the  hairs  in  every  head 
and  watches  the  sparrows  fSsdl,  who  hears  the  cries  and  sees  the  tears 
of  the  victims  whom  we  have  given  over  to  Spanish  despotism — who 
hears  the  clanking  of  the  chains  that  we  have  riveted — who  beholds 
the  devouring  flames  from  the  torch  which  we  have  lighted,  and  wit- 
nesses the  blood  of  babes  and  sucklings  upon  the  blades  which  we 
have  drawn  and  plunged,  .'t  is  vain  to  say  we  are  not  responsible  for 
the  oppressions  and  sickening  persecutions  of  the  people  of  Cuba. 
There  is  not  a  man  or  woman,  who  knowing  the  facts  and  whose  moral 
nature  has  not  been  depraved,  who  will  deny  it. 

The  heroic  men  who  won  our  independence  in  the  Aeld  and  estab- 
lished it  in  the  council  believed  in  a  God  who  presided  over  the  desti- 
nies of  nations.  They  appealed  to  him  for  the  rectitude  of  their  motives 
and  conduct.  They  besought  him  at  all  times  to  look  into  their  hearts 
and  consciences  and  see  that  they  only  sought  to  enjoy  the  rights  He 
had  given  them;  that  they  sought  to  do  no  wrong  to  their  fellows. 
They  were  earnest,  brave,  and  sincere  men,  asking  nothing  but  what 
was  righty  submitting  to  nothing  that  was  wrong.    They  were  led  out 
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of  the  darkness  and  into  the  light,  and  by  their  virtues  they  grew  and 
waxed  strong,  and  to-day  their  children  stand  on  the  highest  eminences 
of  the  moral  and  physical  world.    But  can  we  maintain  it  when  we 
are  the  daily  participants  in  a  great  crimef    Can  we  expect  a  continu- 
ance of  the  blessings  of  Heaven  when  we  are  condemning  to  torture, 
to  slavery,  and  to  extermination  a  powerless  people  who  are  prostrate 
at  our  feetf    We  will  not  let  Cuba  and  her  people  go  to  those  who 
would  give  them  the  blessings  of  good  government.    We  stand  by  and 
see  a  weak  people  writhing  and  breaking  and  dying  on  the  wheel  of  a 
barbarous  despotism  and  content  ourselves  by  saying,  '^If  yoa  can 
extricate  yourselves,  do  it.    We  have  placed  you  there,  and  no  other 
arm  shall  release  you,  and  when  in  your  desperation  you  strike  at  your 
tormentors  we  will  refuse  to  recognize  your  rights  as  belligerents. 
Spain  can  obtain  supplies  in  any  part  of  the  world.    You  can  not.     If 
you  put  a  vessel  on  the  seas  to  war  on  Spain's  commerce,  you  may  be 
haDged  as  pirates.    If  you  buy  provisions  and  munitions  in  our  mar- 
kets, we  will  apprehend  your  vessels  and  refuse  to  let  them  sail.     If 
the  courts  release  them,  we  will  seize  them  again.    We  will  preserve  a 
rigorous  neutrality  to  you  and  a  vigorous  partiality  to  Spain." 

This  is  the  position  we  have  taken  toward  Cuba  and  its  people.  That 
our  safety  demands  that  we  should  control  the  possession  of  that  island 
is  not  to  be  questioned;  that  in  controlling  the  government  of  the 
island  we  should  protect  its  people  in  the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and 
property  is  equally  true.  We  can  not  keep  Cuba  in  the  possession  of 
Spain  without  being  responsible  for  Spain's  government  of  its  people. 
We  know  enough  of  that  government  to  know  that,  as  an  honorable 
people,  it  is  our  duty  now  to  intervene  and  stop  the  extermination  of 
the  people  whom  we  have  subjected  to  the  power  of  Spain, . 
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LETTZSR  OF  HON.  T.  BSTRADA  PALMA  TO  HON.  RICHARD  OLNE7, 

8BCRETAR7  OF  STATE. 

WAsniNaxoN,  December  7, 1895, 

SiB:  I  hand  yoa  herewith  a  statement  of  the  facts  npon  which  I,  as 
authorized  representative  of  the  Cubans  in  arms,  ask  that  the  rights  of 
belligerency  be  accorded  them  by  your  Government. 

If  you  so  desire  I  can  exhibit  to  you  the  originals  of  the  document's 
mentioned  or  set  forth  in  said  statement. 

Should  it  be  necessary  or  desirable  for  me  to  point  out  the  arguments, 
based  on  the  facts  submitted,  which  I  deem  proof  that  we  are  now  in  con- 
dition to  ask  for  belligerency,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  do  so. 

Begging  your  earliest  and  most  favorable  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

T.  Estrada  Palma. 
To  Hon.  EicnABD  Olnby, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

WaahingtoHj  D.  0. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  December  7, 1895. 

Sib  :  While  admitting  that,  as  a  rule,  governments  do  not  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  justice  or  injustice  of  a  struggle  in  which  they  are  called 
upon  to  grant  the  rights  of  belligerency  to  one  of  the  contending  par- 
ties, the  revolution  for  the  independence  of  the  Cuban  people,  initiated 
on  February  24  last,  is  so  similar  in  its  character  to  that  which  resulted 
in  the  establishment  of  the  foremost  Bepublic  in  the  world,  the  United 
States  of  America,  that  I  feel  called  upon  to  point  out  the  causes  leading 
to  the  present  uprising  in  Ouba. 

CAUSES  OP  THE  EEVOLUTION. 

These  causes  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  of  the  former  revo- 
lution, lasting  from  1868  to  1878  and  terminating  only  on  the  represen- 
tation of  the  Spanish  Government  that  Cuba  would  be  granted  such 
reforms  as  would  remove  the  grounds  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
Cuban  people.  Unfortunately  the  hopes  thus  held  out  have  never  been 
realized.  The  representation  which  was  to  be  given  the  Cubans  has 
proved  to  be  absolutely  without  character;  taxes  have  been  levied 
anew  cm  everything  conceivable;  the  offices  in  the  island  have  increased, 
but  the  officers  are  all  Spaniards;  the  native  Cubans  have  been  left 
with  oo  public  duties  whatsoever  to  perform,  except  the  payment  of 
taxes  to  the  Ghovemment  and  blackmail  to  the  officials,  without  privi- 
lege  even  to  move  firom  place  to  place  in  the  island  except  on  the  per- 
missian  of  governmental  authority. 

Spain  has  framed  laws  so  that  the  natives  have  substantially  been 
deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage.    The  taxes  levied  have  been  almost 
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entirely  devoted  to  support  the  army  and  navy  in  Gaba,  to  i»a7  interest 
on  the  debt  that  Spain  has  saddled  on  the  island,  and  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  vast  number  of  Spanish  officeholders,  devoting  only  9740,000 
for  internal  improvements  out  of  the  $26,000,000  collected  by  tax.  No 
public  schools  are  within  reach  of  the  masses  for  their  education.  All 
the  principal  industries  of  the  island  are  hampered  by  excessive  im- 
posts. Her  commerce  with  every  country  but  Spain  has  been  crippled 
in  every  possible  manner,  as  can  readily  be  seen  by  the  frequent  protests 
of  shipowners  and  merchants. 

The  Cubans  have  no  security  of  person  or  property.  The  judiciary 
are  instruments  of  the  military  authorities.  Trial  by  military  tribunals 
can  be  ordered  at  any  time  at  the  will  of  the  Captain-General.  There 
is,  beside,  no  freedom  of  speech,  press,  or  religion.  In  point  of  fact, 
the  causes  of  the  Eevolution  of  1775  in  this  country  were  not  nearly  as 
grave  as  those  that  have  driven  the  Cuban  people  to  the  various  insur- 
rections which  culminated  in  the  present  revolution. 

A  statement  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  that  have  fbrced  the 
Cubans  from  peaceful  to  belligerent  measures  of  obtaining  that  redress 
which  they  are  satisfied  can  only  come  with  absolute  independence  and 
republican  form  of  government  are  set  forth  at  large  in  the  pamphlet 
hereto  annexed,  marked  ^' A." 

ABSOLUTE  INDEPENDENOE  OB  BXTEBMINATIOH. 

Every  promise  of  reform  made  to^  procure  peace  in  1878  having  been 
broken  by  the  Spanish  Government,  attd  subsequent  peaceful  endeavor 
in  that  direction  having  proved  useless,  Cuba  is  to-day  in  the  condition 
described  by  Yattel  (Law  of  Nations,  sec.  291): 

If  his  (the  sovereign's)  promises  are  not  inviolable,  the  rebels  will  have  no  secarity 
in  treating  with  him ;  when  they  have  once  drawn  tlie  sword  they  must  throw 


the  scabbard,  as  one  of  the  ancients  expressed  it,  and  the  prince  destitute  of  the  more 
gentle  and  salutary  means  of  appeasing  the  revolt  will  have  no  other  remaining 
expedient  than  of  utterly  exterminating  toe  insurgents ;  these  will  become  formidable 
through  despair;  compassion  will  bestow  success  on  Uiem;  their  party  will  increasA, 
and  the  state  will  be  in  danger. 

The  only  solution  of  the  revolution  in  Cuba  is  independence  or  exter* 
mination. 

PBELIHINABT  OBGANIZATION  FOB  BEVOLT. 

Years  before  the  outbreak  of  the  present  hostilities  the  people  within 
and  without  the  island  began  to  organize,  with  a  view  of  preparing  for 
the  inevitable  revolution,  being  satisfied,  after  repeated  and  patieni 
endeavors,  that  peaceful  petition  was  fruitless. 

In  order  that  the  movement  should  be  strong  from  the  beginning,  and 
organized  both  as  to  civil  and  military  administration,  the  Ouban  Rev 
olutionary  party  was  founded,  with  Jos6  Marti  at  its  head.  The  principal 
objects  were  by  united  efforts  to  obtain  the  absolute  independence  o\ 
Ouba,  to  promote  the  sympathy  of  other  countries,  to  coUect  funds 
with  these  objects  in  view,  and  to  invest  them  in  munitions  of  ^var. 
The  military  organization  of  this  movement  was  completed  by  thi^ 
election  of  Maximo  Gomez  as  commander  in  chief.  This  election 
made  by  the  principal  officers  who  fought  in  the  last  revolution* 
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tb€fi  bought  by  Marti  and  yessds  chartered  to  transport  it  to  Oabay 
where  arrangements  were  made  for  its  reception  in  the  provinces  of 
Santiago^  Pnerto  Principe,  and  Santa  Glara;  but  at  Fernandina,  Fla., 
it  was  seized  by  the  United  States  authorities.  Efforts  were  snccess- 
fuUy  made  for  the  restitution  of  this  material;  nevertheless  valaable 
time  and  opportunity  was  thus  lost.  The  people  in  Ouba  clamored  for 
the  revolution  to  proceed  immediately,  and  in  consequence  the  uprising 
was  not  further  x)ostponed.  The  date  fixed  for  the  uprising  was  the 
24th  of  February.  The  people  responded  in  Santiago,  Santa  Clara,  and 
Matanzas.  The  provinces  of  Puerto  Principe  and  Pinar  del  Eio  did  not 
respond,  owing  to  lack  of  arms.  In  Puerto  Principe  rigorous  search  had 
previous  to  the  24th  been  instituted  and  all  arms  and  ammunition  con- 
fiscated by  the  Grovernment,  The  leaders  in  the  provinces  of  Matanzas 
and  Santa  Clara  were  imprisoned,  and  so  the  movement  there  was 
checked  for  the  time  being. 

On  the  27th  the  Gk)vemor-General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  Emilio 
Calleja,  issued  a  proclamation  declaring  the  provinces  of  Matanzas  and 
Santiago  in  a  state  of  siege,  and  fixed  a  period  of  eight  days  within 
which  all  those  who  surrendered  were  to  be  pardoned.  Under  these 
conditions,  on  the  3d  of  March,  Juan  Gualberto  Gomez  surrendered, 
was  brought  to  Havana,  and  set  at  liberty,  but  before  he  could  leave 
the  palace  of  the  Captain-General  was  rearrested  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  bought  arms  for  the  movement,  and  was  subsequently  court- 
martailed  and  sent  in  chains  to  the  Spanish  penal  colony  in  Ceuta, 
Africa. 

OBOWTH  OP  THE  BEVOLUTION. 

In  the  province  of  Santiago  the  revolution  rapidly  increased  in 
strength  under  the  leadership  of  Bartolome  Masso,  one  of  the  most 
influential  and  respected  citizens  of  Manzanillo;  Guillermo  Moncada, 
Jesus  Rabi,  Pedro  Perez,  Jos6  Miro,  and  others. 

It  was  characterized  oy  the  Spanish  Government  as  a  negro  and 
bandit  movement,  but  many  of  the  mo3t  distinguished  and  wealthy 
white  citizens  of  the  district  flocked  to  the  insurgent  camp. 

The  Spanish  authorities,  through  some  of  the  Autonomists,  attempted 
to  persuade  these  men  to  lay  down  their  arms.  Gen.  Bartolome  Masso 
wa«  twice  approached  in  this  behalf,  but  positively  refused  to  enter- 
tain  any  negotiations  which  were  not  based  on  the  absolute  independ- 
ence of  Cuba. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  Generals  Antonio  and  Jos6  Maceo,  Flor  Crom- 
beti,  and  Agustin  Oebreco,  all  veteran  leaders  in  the  former  revolt, 
landed  at  Duaba,  in  the  province  of  Santiago,  and  thousands  rose  to 
join  them.  Antonio  Maceo  then  took  command  of  the  troops  in  that 
province,  and  on  the  11th  of  April  a  detachment  received  Generals 
3Iaximo  Gtomez,  Jo86  Marti,  Francisco  Borrerro,  and  Angel  Guerra. 

Captain-General  Calleja  was,  on  the  16th  of  April,  succeeded  by  Gen. 
Arsenio  Martinez  Campos,  the  present  commander  in  chief  of  the  Span- 
fbrces,  who  has  the  reputation  of  being  Spain's  greatest  living 

BATTLES  AND  OAHPAiaN. 

Oampos's  first  plan  of  campaign  was  to  confine  the  revolution  to  the 
province  of  Santiago,  and  he  then  stated  that  he  would  crush  the  insur- 
l^nts,  establish  peace,  and  return  to  Spain  by  the  November  following. 

Se  asserted  that  the  province  of  Puerto  Principe  would  never  rise 
ID  rebellion;  and  in  order  to  give  color  to  the  statement  and  hope  of 
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labor  to  the  niieniployed,  he  projected  a  liDe  of  railway  from  Santa 
Omz  to  Paerto  Principe,  planning  also  another  from  Manzanillo  to 
Bayamo. 

These  two  projects^  as  well  as  the  proposed  construction  of  wharves, 
were  never  seriously  contemplated.  From  the  very  beginning  of  the 
uprising,  conflicts  between  the  Spanish  troops  and  the  Cubans  were  of 
daily  occurrence,  and  many  engagements  of  importance  also  took  place, 
forts  being  captured,  towns  taken  and  raided. 

It  is  of  course  useless  to  describe  every  skirmish  in  this  province; 
the  following  are  among  the  most  important  operations: 

Los  Negros,  where  General  Babi  defeated  the  Spanish  colonels  San- 
toscildes  and  Zubikoski;  Eamon  de  las  Yaguas.  where  Colonel  Garzon 
suprised  and  captured  Lieutenant  Oallego  and  50  men,  who  were  dis- 
armed and  permitted  to  leave  unmolested — ^the  troops  sent  to  reinforce 
the  Spaniards  being  also  defeated;  El  Guanabano,  where  General 
Masso  and  Colonel  Estrada  forced  Santoscildes  to  retreat  to  Bayamo, 
with  great  loss:  Jarahuca,  where  General  Maceo  defeated  General 
Salcedo,  who  had  more  than  3,000  men  under  him. 

Combined  operation  of  Generals  Antonio  and  Jos6  Maceo,  who  cap- 
tured the  town  of  Cristo  and  200  rifles  and  40,(K)0  rounds,  while  Oolouel 
Garzon  took  the  town  of  Oaney,  and  Colonel  Planas  attacked  a  military 
convoy  on  the  railroad. 

The  town  of  Campechuela  was  attacked  by  Colonel  Guerra  and  Colo* 
nel  Estrada,  who  forced  the  garrisons  of  the  two  forts  to  surrender. 

Juraguanas,  where  Colonel  Estrada,  with  1,000  men,  met  an  equal 
number  of  Spanish  regulars  and  defeated  them. 

Colonel  Guerra  surprised  a  Spanish  guerrilla  under  Boeras;  made 
many  prisoners,  whom  he  set  at  liberty. 

El  Cacao,  where  General  Eabi  cut  to  pieces  the  Spanish  forces  nndor 
Lieut.  Col.  U.  Sanchez  and  obtained  many  rifles  and  ammunition. 

El  Jobito:  This  was  one  of  the  most  important  engagements  in  the 
east.  It  took  place  near  Guantanamo,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bach 
was  killed  and  his  troops  decimated  by  Generals  Maceo  and  Perez. 

About  the  middle  of  July  Gen.  Martinez  Campos,  urged  by  the 
numerous  complaints  through  the  press  that  the  Spanish  forces  in 
Bayamo  were  in  a  deplorable  condition,  without  food  or  hospitals,  and 
were  cut  off  from  Manzanillo,  and  wishing  by  a  concerted  movement  of 
his  lieutenants  to  crush  the  revolution  at  one  blow,  started  firom  Man- 
zanillo on  the  12th  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  Bayamo,  and  intend- 
ing  thence  to  march  west  and  drive  Gomez  into  the  Spanish  military 
line  between  the  province  of  Santa  Clara  and  Puerto  Principe,  thns 
catching  the  Cubans  between  two  flres.  At  the  same  time  three  Spanish 
columns  were  to  march  against  Maceo  and  his  forces  from  different 
directions,  and  surround  and  extorminate  them.  Campos,  with  4^8110 
men  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Fidel  Santoscildes,  met  3,600  Oubaiia 
under  Generals  Maceo  and  Babi  on  the  road  to  Bayamo  at  Peralejos. 

The  battle  which  followed  is  known  as  the  battle  of  Bayamo,  Yalen- 
zuela,  or  Peralejo.  It  lasted  eleven  hours.  General  Santoscildes  fell 
in  the  early  paoi)  of  the  engagement,  and  thereupon  Campos  hi^u^>l^ 
took  command.  The  Spaniards,  completely  rout^,  were  forced  to  kill 
all  their  mules  and  horses  to  form  with  them  a  barricade:  left  their 
convoy,  the  wounded,  and  dead  on  the  field,  and  fled  in  aiaoider  to 
Bayamo.  The  loss  of  the  Spaniards  was  400  kiUed  and  a  larger  nombex 
wounded.  The  Cubans'  was  137  in  all.  Maceo  took  care  of  the  Sptati^ 
ish  wounded,  and  sent  word  to  Campos  to  send  a  detachment  to  reoeiv« 
them,  which  was  done. 
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General  Campos,  on  reacbing  Bayamo.  sent  for  heavy  reeiiforoeuieute, 
vitlidrawing  a  oonaiderable  number  ox  troops  from  the  province  of 
Santa  Clara. 

Geneiala  Boloil^  Banches,  and  Bodrigoes  landed  in  that  province 
at  about  thia  time  with  a  large  amonnt  of  war  material,  but  not 
enoagh,  as  it  proved,  to  fnlly  arm  all  those  who  euthnsiaHtically  mshetl 
to  join  them.  Before  the  Spaniards  had  extricated  Cami)08  from  his 
perOoQS  position,  t*-c  Cuban  forces  in  the  province  of  Santa  Clara  had 
^leen  organized  iniu  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  and  operations  were 
irnmedi^ely  begun. 

Santa  Clara  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  provinces  in  the  island,  and  to 
protect  the  interest  there  large  reenforcements  were  called  irom  Spain, 
H8  they  could  not  rely  on  the  Spanish  <^  volunteers."  The  best  proof 
of  this  was  that  400  Spanish  volanteers,  under  Major  Casallas,  deserte<l 
and  joined  the  Cuban  ranks  in  a  body  at  their  first  opportunity,  taking 
with  them  all  their  arms,  ammunitions,  and  supplies.  Ilere,  as  in  other 
provinces,  skirmishes  are  of  daily  occurrence,  and  many  fierce  encoun- 
ters have  taken  place.  Among  the  most  important  engagements  were 
the  captare  of  Fort  Taguasco  by  Oen.  Serafin  Sanchez;  LaH  Vanis, 
where  2,000  Spanish  troops  under  Colonel  Rubin  were  defeated  by 
Generalfl  Boloff  and  Sanchez;  Cantabria.  where  Colonel  Bego  took 
many  prisoners  and  war  materials,  and  tne  raid  and  burning  of  the 
town  of  Guinia  de  Miranda  by  Colonel  Perez,  and  Cayo  Espino,  where 
Colonel  liacret  inflicted  a  severe  defeat  on  the  Spaniards  under  Colonel 
Molina.  A  most  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  forces  in  Santa 
Clara,  which  occupied  considerable  time  and  caused  many  encounters 
with  the  enemy,  was  the  destruction  of  telegraph  and  telephone  com- 
munications and  railroads,  of  which  there  are  many  lines  or  branches 
in  this  district. 

OOMXZ'S  OAMPAIONS. 

Immediately  on  the  landing  of  Generals  Marti  and  Gomez  they  set 
oat  to  eross  the  province  of  Santiago  and  enter  that  of  Puerto  Principe. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  at  about  this  time  General  Campos  arrived 
in  the  ialand  with  reenforcements  of  over  ten  thousand  men ;  the  object 
of  Gomez  in  marching  into  Puerto  Principe  was  to  lead  those  whom  he 
knew  were  only  expecting  his  arrival  in  that  province  in  order  to  take 
the  field.  The  citizens  of  Puerto  Principe,  or  Camaguey,  as  it  is  a1»o 
called,  had  the  reputation  of  being  rather  conservative  and  hence  both 
Spaniards  and  Cubans  waited  their  determination  with  great  interest. 

Oen.  Martinez  Campos  boasted  that  the  inhabitants  of  Camaguey 
would  never  rise  in  revolt  against  Spain,  but  to  make  assurance  doubly 
sore  be  placed  a  cordon  of  troops  numbering  about  10,000  on  the 
border  between  Santiago  and  Puerto  Principe  to  prevent  the  entry  of 
Oomes  into  the  latter  district.  Gomez  and  Marti  started  on  their 
westward  jonm^  with  about  300  men.  In  trying  to  pass  the 
first  line  of  troops  at  Boca  de  Dos  Bios  a  severe  conflict  took  place 
May  19,  with  a  greatly  superior  force  in  which  Jos6  Marti  was  killed. 
Great  Joy  was  manifested  by  the  Spaniards,  who  claimed  that  the 
revolntion  had  received  its  deathblow  in  the  loss  of  Marti,  but  Gomez 
continued  his  advance  westward,  and  ordering  a  feint  to  be  made  by 
Oen.  Antonia  Maceo  at  a  point  in  the  north  of  the  Spanish  cordon,  he 
sooceeded  in  eluding  the  enemy  and  entering  the  southern  part  of  the 
province  of  Puerto  Prindpe  in  the  beginning  of  June.  Here  he  was 
Jomed  by  Salvador  Cisneros  Betancourt,  now  the  President  of  the 
fiepobUc,  the  most  influential  Cuban  of  that  province,  together  with 
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all  the  yonng  men  of  the  city,  and  his  forces  were  rapidly  swelled  to 
thousands  by  additions  firom  all  parts  of  the  province.  These  he  snb^ 
seqnently  organized  into  the  Third  Army  Oorps. 

Thus  Gomez  was  successfal  in  this  first  campaign  of  the  revolation. 
Immediately  on  his  arrival  in  Oamaguey  he  proceeded  by  a  series  of 
rapid  cavalry  movements  to  increase  his  supply  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion. He  captured  and  burned  Alta  Gracia  and  captured  the  fort  of 
El  Mulato;  he  cut  to  pieces  a  Spanish  guerrilla  near  Las  Yeguas.  The 
town  and  fort  of  San  Jeronimo  surrendered  to  him,  and  he  attacked 
and  raided  the  town  of  Oascorro;  in  all  of  which  places  many  arms  and 
ammunition  as  well  as  prisoners  were  taken;  the  latter  being  invari- 
ably released. 

During  the  summer  the  city  of  Puerto  Principe  was  constantly 
menaced  in  order  to  allow  Gomez  to  complete  his  organization  of  the 
province. 

He  was  much  criticised  by  Gen.  Martinez  Campos  for  his  inactivity 
during  the  summer,  but  the  Spanish  troops  nevertheless  did  not  inter- 
fere with  his  plans.  Early  in  July  he  issued  the  first  of  the  now  ftmous 
orders  relative  to  the  sugar  crop,  and  announced  his  intention  of  march- 
ing through  Santa  Olara  and  into  Matanzas  in  the  winter  in  order  to 
superintend  the  carrjring  out  of  his  decrees,  increasing  his  military 
stores  in  the  meantime,  as  well  as  securing  the  food  supply  of  his  army 
by  corralling  the  cattle  of  the  province  in  secure  places. 

As  will  be  shown  further  on.  General  Gomez  was  upon  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Government  confirmed  as  commander  in  chief  of  theOnban 
forces. 

In  order  to  carry  out  his  winter  campaign  he  placed  M^j.  Gen.  Jose 
Maria  Bodriguez  in  command  of  the  Third  Army  Corps.  The  Spaniards 
explained  the  wonderful  progress  of  the  revolution  by  the  fact  that  it 
is  impossible  for  their  soldiers  to  operate  during  the  wet  season,  and 
stated  that  as  soon  as  the  winter  or  dry  season  set  in,  or,  as  it  has  been 
expressed  by  one  of  her  diplomatic  representatives,  after  three  days  of 
a  northern  wind,  the  Cubans  would  be  driven  back  from  the  provinces 
of  Santa  Clara  and  Puerto  Principe  in  the  province  of  Santiago, 
intending  then,  by  a  concentration  of  their  entire  fleet  at  the  eastern 
end  of  the  island,  to  cutoff  all  basis  of  supplies  and  starve  the  Cubans 
into  submission.  At  the  beginning  of  the  dry  season  Gomez  had  per- 
fected all  the  arrangements  of  his  march  to  the  west;  he  had  ordered 
Gen.  Antonio  Maceo  with  about  4,000  men,  mostly  infantry,  to  follow 
and  join  him  at  Sancti  Spiritus,  on  the  western  boundary  of  Santa 
Clara,  where  Generals  Boloff,  Sanchez,  Perez,  and  Lacret  were  waiting, 
under  orders,  for  the  advance  of  the  commander  in  chief 

Between  the  provinces  of  Santa  Clara  and  Puerto  Principe  there  is 
a  line  efforts  extending  from  the  town  of  Jucaro  to  the  town  of  Moron, 
called  the  Trocha.  To  prevent  the  entrance  of  Gomez  into  Santa  Glara^ 
Gen.  Martinez  Campos  reenforced  their  garrisons  and  placed  strong 
columns  along  the  line  to  fill  up  the  gaps.  General  Gomez,  with  a  few 
hundred  men,  succeeded  by  a  series  of  maneuvers  into  getting  through 
this  line  and  ifalling  upon  the  town  of  Pelayo,  and  captured  the  fort^ 
which  guarded  it,  together  with  the  entire  garrison  and  a  large  amoant 
of  arms  and  ammunition.  He  then  moved  north  in  the  province  of 
Santa  Clar^  into  the  district  of  Bemedios,  moved  west,  recrosaed  the 
Trocha.  and  there  joined  forces  with  Gen.  Antonio  Maceo.  The  lat- 
ter haa  marched  his  soldiers  through  the  entire  province  of  Puert4) 
Principe,  although  four  large  Spanish  columns  were  sent  to  intermptl 
his  progress.    These  he  succeeded  in  eluding,  defeating  tbemi  howeveri 
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on  several  occadoiuu  The  combined  forces  of  Maoeo  and  Gtomez,  by  a 
series  of  strategic  movements,  again  sacceeded  in  passing  the  Trocha; 
their  rear  goard  defeating  Colonel  Segora,  inflicting  heavy  loss  and 
capturing  nearly  200  moles  laden  with  arms,  ammunition  and  supplies. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  combined  forces  in  Santa  Clara,  Gomez,  taking 
charge  of  all  the  forces  in  the  district,  divided  them,  sending  flying 
columns  in  advance  under  Generals  Suarez,  Perez,  and  Lacret,  dispatch- 
ing others  to  Sagna,  in  the  north,  and  toward  Trinidad,  in  the  south. 
Maceo's  forces  made  a  demonstration  on  the  city  of  Santa  Clara,  which 
was  now  Martinez  Oampos's  headquarters,  while  Gomez  threatened 
Gienfuegos.  In  aU  the  operations  which  now  followed  General  Gomez 
had  ample  forces  in  his  rear,  so  that  his  retreat,  if  made  necessary, 
would  not  be  cut  off* 

Immediately  on  the  threatening  of  Oieufuegos  Gen.  Martinez  Campos 
removed  his  headquarters  from  Santa  Clara  to  Cienfuegos,  and  thence 
dispatched  a  large  number  of  troops  to  form  a  line  between  Cienfuegos, 
Las  Gruces,  and  Lajas,  to  impede  the  westward  march  of  the  Cuban 
army.  Still  advancing  westward,  and  ordering  a  concentration  of  his 
troops,  Gomez  outflanked  the  Spanish  command,  his  rear  guard  distract- 
ing their  attention  and  engaging  them  severely  at  Maltiempo,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  province. 

On  the  border  of  Matanzas  Gomez  again  radiated  his  troops,  Gen. 
Quintan  Bandera  on  the  north.  General  Maceo  in  the  center.  General 
Gomez  himself  to  the  south,  while  Generals  Suarez,  Perez,  Lacret,  and 
other  officers  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy  by  rapid  marches 
and  raids.  Martinez  Campos  had  again  changed  his  headquarters,  this 
time  moving  to  Colon,  in  the  province  of  Matanzas;  he  hoped  that  the 
Spanish  forces  to  tlie  rear  of  the  Cubans  would  be  able  to  cooperate 
with  him,  but  every  means  of  communication  by  railroad,  telephone,  or 
telegraph  had  been  completely  destroyed  by  the  Cubans  in  their  prog- 
ress, and  no  word  could  be  sent  nor  soldiers  transported  quickly  enough 
for  a  combined  attack  of  front  and  rear  of  the  Cubans.  From  this  time 
on  fighting  was  very  sharp,  and,  as  the  order  of  Gomez  concerning  the 
grinding  of  the  sugar  crop  was  evidently  being  disobeyed  in  Matanzas 
and  Santa  Clara,  the  torch  was  applied,  and  it  is  estimated  that  a  very 
inaignificant  part  of  the  sugar  crop  will  be  exported  this  season. 

With  calls  for  the  protection  of  the  plantations  in  Santa  Clara  and 

Matanzas  to  attend  to,  the  cities  of  Santo  Clara,  Cienfuegos,  Matanzas, 

Cardenas,  and  Colon  threatened,  with  all  communications  to  the  east, 

except  by  water,  cut  ofT,  with  the  Cuban  forces  still  advancing  in  oblique 

directions  to  the  west,  Martinez  Campos  concentrated  as  many  troops 

as  possible,  sending  to  the  most  easterly  province,  that  of  Santiago,  all 

the  troops  that  could  be  spared  from  that  district,  he  himself  again 

dianging  his  headquarters  with  the  advance  of  Gomez  to  Jovellanos, 

thence  to  Limonar,  to  Matanzas,  and  finally  to  Havana,  where,  at  the 

present  writing,  he  is  actively  engaged  in  fortifying  the  land  approaches 

to  the  capital,  while  he  has  hurried  to  the  neighborhood  of  Batabano  as 

many  troops  as  could  be  spared,  withdrawing  even  a  large  number  of 

the  marines  from  the  fleets,  thus  assigning  them  to  shore  duty.    Even 

the  line  at  Batabano  has  been  broken  by  &e  Cuban  forces,  and  all  com- 

umnieations  to  the  east  have  been  cut  offl 

So  grave  has  the  situation  become  that  martial  law  has  been  pro- 
claimed in  the  provinces  of  Havana  and  Pinar  del  Rio,  so  that  the  entire 
iniand  from  Point  Maysi  to  Cape  Antonio  is  now  declared  to  be  in  a 
Ktate  of  siege.  The  censorship  of  the  press  has  been  made  more  rigid 
ihaai  ever,  and  an  order  issued  for  the  delivery  of  all  horses  in  the 
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island  to  the  Spanisli  Government  at  prices  ranging  from  $18  to  $35* 
It  is  not  intended  to  pay  for  these  in  cash,  as  only  certifloates  of  the 
delivery  of  the  horses  to  the  Government  with  the  value  of  the  animal 
as  fixed  by  the  latter  are  given  to  the  owners.  Either  this  is  an  extreme 
war  measure  taken  only  because  of  absolute  necessity  and  of  the  scar- 
city of  money,  or  it  is  another  example  of  the  gentle  methods  of  the 
Spanish  Government  in  its  treatment  of  the  Ouban  and  his  property. 

While  the  westward  march  of  Gomez  was  in  progress  Gens.  Francisco 
Garrillo  and  Jos6  M.  Aguirre  landed  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  island 
with  a  considerable  supply  of  munitions,  including  some  artillery,  and 
succeeded  in  marching  through  the  provinces  of  Santiago  and  Puerto 
Principe  into  that  of  Santa  Olara,  capturing  several  forts  on  the  way. 
General  Garrillo  has  taken  command  in  the  Bemedios  distric^  where 
his  personal  popularity  has  caused  thousands  to  join  him.  General 
Aguirre  reported  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  is  now  assisting  in 
the  operations  of  Matanzas. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  General  Gomez  when  he  planned  his  winter 
campaign  to  march  on  and  lay  siege  to  the  capital,  his  only  object  being 
to  prevent  the  grinding  and  export  of  the  sugar  crop  and  the  oonee- 
quent  flow  of  treasure  into  the  Spanish  coffers,  and  to  demonstrate  to 
the  world  that  he  could  control  the  provinces  and  enforce  his  orders. 

While  this  march  of  the  main  bodies  of  troops  westward  has  been 
carried  on,  the  Cuban  forces  of  the  other  army  corps  have  also  suc- 
ceeded in  carrying  out  the  orders  concerning  sugar  cane  and  prevent- 
ing the  establishment  of  Spanish  lines  of  communication.  As  artillery 
has  now  been  introduced  into  the  Ouban  army,  forts  are  more  easily 
taken.  There  has  been  constant  communication  firom  the  interior  to 
the  coast;  vessels  of  the  Spanish  uavy  have  frequently  been  engaged 
by  the  insurgents.,  and  in  one  case  a  small  armed  ooast-guard  vessel  was 
captured  by  them 

Supplies  are  received  by  the  Cubans  at  convenient  i)oints  on  the  coast 
and  transferred  to  the  interior.  When  it  is  remembered  that  in  the 
revolution  of  1861  to  1878  there  were  never  more  than  10,000  armed 
insurgents  in  the  field;  that  these  rarely,  if  ever,  took  the  offensive, 
and  yet  compelled  Spain  to  maintain  an  army  of  120,000  men  in  the 
field,  many  of  whom  were  Cuban  volunteers  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
term;  that  this  little  band  caused  Spain  to  spend  in  the  ten  years  over 
9700,000,000  and  to  lose  over  200,000  men,  and  that  when  in  contrast 
we  see  in  this  revolution  there  are  already  more  than  60,000  Onbaos  in 
the  field,  directed  by  veterans  of  the  last  war,  who  now  are  on  the  offen- 
sive, and  that  now  Cuban  does  not  fight  against  Cuban,  the  chance  o| 
ultimate  success  of  the  Cuban  arms  must  appear  to  an  impartial 
observer,  especially  in  the  light  of  Gomez's  wonderful  western  maroh^ 
and  that  in  two  months  more  the  climate  will  again  militate  against 
the  Spanish  troops. 

-MILITARY  OBGANIZATION. 

The  military  organization  of  the  Cubans  is  ample  and  complete. 

Maj.  Gten.  Maximo  Gomez  is  the  commander  in  chief,  as  we  have  said^ 
of  all  the  forces,  a  veteran  of  the  last  revolution,  as  indeed  are  all  the  s^u. 
erals  almost  without  exception.  Miy.  Gen.  Antonio  Maceo  is  second  iu 
command  of  the  army  of  liberation,  and  was,  until  called  npon  tq 
cooperate  with  the  commander  in  chief  in  the  late  march  to  the  west" 
em  province,  in  command  of  Santiago. 

The  anny  is  at  present  divided  into  five  oorps— two  in  Santiago^  on^ 
In  Puerto  rancipe,  and  two  In  Santa  Clara  and  Matanias,   These  ooip« 
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are  divided  into  diyisionB,  theso  again  into  brigades,  and  finally  into 
regiments;  tbe  forces  are  moreover  divided  into  cavalry  and  infantry, 
besides  having  engineers,  and  lately  artillery  and  a  perfect  sanita^ 
corps,  which  latter  is  in  command  of  Engenio  Sanchez  Agramonte.  with 
the  grade  of  brigadier-general.  Miy.  Gen.  Jos6  Maceo  commanas  the 
First  Santiago  Corps,  while  M%j.  Oen.  Bartolome  Masso  commands  the 
Second  CJorpa  in  that  province. 

Commanding  divisions  and  brigades  in  these  two  corps  are  Brig. 
Gens.  Pedro  Perez,  Agostin  Gebreco,  Jesus  Babi,  Lais  Feria,  Bernardo 
Capote,  Higinio  Vasqnez,  and  Angel  Gnerra. 

The  niird  Corps  is  in  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  Jos^  M.  Rodriguez.  The 
Foorth  Corps  is  in  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Cartos  Roloff,  the  divisions 
and  brigades  being  commanded  by  M%).  Gens.  Francisco  Carrillo  and 
Serafin  Sanchez  and  Brig.  Gens.  Tranqnilino  Perez,  Juan  B.  Zayas,  and 
Bogelio  Castillo.  The  Fifth  Corps  is  in  command  of  M^j.  Gen.  Manuel 
Suarez,  and  the  divisions  and  brigades  are  commanded  by  Francisco 
Peree,  Jos^  Lacret,  and  Jos^  M.  Agnirre. 

The  first  two  corps  consist  of  20,000  men,  mostly  infantry ;  the  third,  of 
about  4,000  men,  mostly  cavalry;  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Corps  consisted 
before  tiie  late  invasion  of  Gomez  of  over  20,000  men,  both  infantry  and 
cavalry,  which  force  has  been  considerably  increased  in  these  last  days. 
Of  the  50,000  men  that  there  are  at  least  in  the  field,  more  than  half  are 
fally  armed  and  equipped,  the  rest  carrying  miscellaneous  weapons  or 
tide  anna. 

The  work  of  ftilly  equipping  the  army  is  now  proceeding  rapidly. 
The  higher  grades  and  commissions  are  all  confirmed  by  the  Gk>vernment 

Stations  for  the  manufiEMsture  of  powder  and  the  reloading  of  car- 
tridges are  estoblished,  as  well  as  manufacturing  of  shoes,  saddles,  and 
other  equipments.  The  hospitals  for  the  sick  and  wounded  are  al80 
provided.  Bed  Cross  societies  have  offered  their  cooperation,  but  the 
Spanish  commander  in  chief  has  reftised  to  allow  them  to  enter  the 
msurgent  lines. 

The  discipline  of  the  army  is  strict  and  marauding  is  promptly  pun- 
ished, as  was  done  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Alberto  Castillo,  an  officer  of  the 
Second  Corps,  who  was  tried  and  shot  for  robbery,  and  as  has  been 
repeatedly  done  with  the  '<  Plateados,"  men  who,  taking  advantage  of 
the  unsettled  condition  of  affairs  in  the  country,  have  turned  bandits. 
The  Cuban  Army  of  Liberation  is  entirely  volunteer,  without  pay. 

CIVIL  aOYEBNMENT. 

As  above  indicated,  Jos^  Maiti  was  the  head  of  the  preliminary  civil 
organization,  and  he,  immediately  upon  landing  wilLi  Gomez  in  Cuba, 
issued  a  call  for  the  selection  of  representatives  of  tlie  Cubuu  people 
to  form  a  civil  government. 

His  death  x>ostponed  for  a  time  the  selection  of  these  men,  but  in  the 
beginning  of  September  the  call  previously  issued  was  complied  with. 

Kepresentatives  from  each  of  the  provinces  of  Santiago,  Puerto 
Principe,  Santa  Clara,  and  the  we8tem  part  of  tbe  island,  comprising 
the  provinces  of  Matanzas  and  Havana,  making  twenty  in  all,  were 
elected  to  the  constituent  assembly,  which  was  to  establish  a  civil 
government,  republican  in  form. 

A  complete  list  of  the  members  of  the  constituent  assembly  which 
met  at  Jimagoayn,  in  the  province  of  Puerto  Principe,  on  the  Idth  of 
September,  1805,  together  with  an  account  of  its  organization  and 
subsequent  aotioUi  will  be  found  in  the  document  hereto  annexed  and 
narked  B. 
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A  constitation  of  the  Bepablic  of  Cuba  was  adopted  on  the  16th  of 
September,  and  copy  of  which  will  be  fonnd  in  docnment  annexed 
marked  B. 

On  the  18th  of  September  the  following  officers  of  the  Qoyemment 
were  elected  by  the  constitnent  assembly  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  constitution : 

President,  Salvador  Oisneros  Betancourt,  of  Puerto  Principe;  vice- 
president,  Bartolome  Masso,  of  ManzaniUo;  secretary  of  war,  Cai'los 
Boloff,  of  Santa  Olara ;  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Severo  Pina,  of  Sancti 
Spiritus;  secretary  of  the  interior,  Santiago  Garcia  Ganizares,  of  He- 
medios;  secretary  of  foreign  relations,  Kafael  M.  Portuondo,  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba:  subsecretary  of  war,  Mario  Menocal,  of  Mantanzas;  snbsec- 
retary  oi  the  treasury,  Joaquin  Castello,  of  Santiago  de  Ouba;  subsec- 
retary of  the  interior,  Carlos  Dubois,  of  Baracoa;  subsecretary  of  for- 
eign relations,  Fermin  Yaldes  Dominguez,  of  Havana. 

The  installation  of  these  officers  duly  followed.  The  election  of  the 
general  in  chief  and  the  second  in  command,  who  is  to  bear  the  title  of 
lieutenant-general,  was  then  had,  and  resulted  in  the  unanimous  election 
of  Maximo  Gomez  and  Antonio  Maceo,  respectively. 

On  the  same  day  the  constituent  assembly  elected  by  acclamation 
as  delegate  plenipotentiary  and  general  agent  abroad  of  the  Caban 
Bepublic,  the  undersigned,  Tomas  Estrada  Pahna.  The  credentials 
issued  to  me  are  hereto  annexed,  marked  G. 

Immediately  thereafter  the  government  council  proceeded  to  the 
headquarters  of  General  Gomez,  in  Puerto  Principe,  where  the  latter 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  constitution  of  the  Bepublic,  together 
with  his  troops,  who  there  gathered  for  this  purpose,  and  was  installed 
as  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  Bepublic. 

The  government  council  then  proceeded  to  the  province  of  Santiago, 
where  Gen.  Antonio  Maceo  and  his  forces  took  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Thence  the  council  proceeded  to  the  province  or  Santa  Clara  to 
inspect  and  administer  the  oath  to  the  troops  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Army  Gorps.  They  are  now  on  their  way  to  the  province  of  SantiagOi 
where  their  permauent  headquarters  will  be  established. 

The  divisions  of  the  provinces  into  prefectures  under  the  sujpervision 
of  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  the  duties  which  devolve  in  this 
department  are  faliy  set  forth  in  Exhibit  B,  as  well  as  the  duties  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  The  impositions,  rate  and  ooUectiou  of 
the  taxes,  and  sources  of  income  of  the  Government  will  also  be  foand 
in  Exhibit  B. 

All  moneys  collected  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Bepublic,  as 
well  as  those  received  through  voluntary  contributions,  are  deliverea  to 
him  or  his  duly  authorized  agent  aud  expended  under  his  suj[>ervision 
or  that  of  his  agents,  to  supply  the  present  needs  of  the  Government, 
which  are  mainly  purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  money  thus  collected  has  been  sufficient  to  equip  the  anny  and 
keep  it  supplied  with  ammunition,  although,  as  it  is  natural,  from  the 
rapid  increase  of  the  ranks  and  the  difficulty  of  bringing  supplies  into 
the  island,  many  of  the  new  recruits  have  not  yet  been  fiilly  anue<I. 
The  problem  of  equipping  the  army  is  not  a  financial  one,  but  arises 
from  the  caution  necessary  to  blockade  running  and,  above  all|  the  pre- 
ventive measures  taken  by  foreign  Governments,  aud  the  notice  which 
is  in  idl  cases  given  to  the  enemy  of  the  embarkmeut  of  munitions, 
Ko  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  yet  been  made,  as  he 
has  been  in  office  but  three  months. 

For  the  purpose  of  properly  collecting  the  imposts  the  roads  to  all 
dtieSy  as  well  as  the  coast,  are  patrol!^  by  the  Oubans.    The  Ouban 
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Oovemment  pnblishos  two  newspapers,  EI  Gnbano  Libre  aad  the  Bole- 
tin  de  la  Gaerra. 

TBEATHBNT  OF  PBISONEBS. 

From  the  beginning  of  this  insnrrection  the  conduct  of  the  GabanB 
I  as  to  prisoners  has  been  in  strong  contrast  to  that  of  the  Spaniards; 
prisoners  taken  by  the  Cubans  have  been  invariably  well  treated, 
eared  for,  and  liberated,  officers  as  well  as  common  soldiers,  as  soon  as 
it  was  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and  word  sent  to  the  Spanish 
officers  to  call  for  them  on  the  guaranty  that  the  detachment  would  be 
respected. 

As  instances  we  may  recite  those  even  admitted  by  the  Spaniards, 
namely:  Eamon  de  las  Yaguas,  Oanipechuela,  and  Peralejos,  in  Santi- 
ago; el  Mulato,  San  Jeronimo,  and  Las  Minas,  in  Puerto  Principe; 
Taguasco,  Pelayo,  and  Oantabria,  in  Santa  Olara.  After  the  last-men- 
tioned engagement  Oolonel  Bego  returned  his  prisoners  to  the  Spanish 
lines,  obtaining  a  receipt  for  their  delivery  signed  by  a  lieutenant,  of 
which  a  copy  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  D. 

This  action,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  insurrection,  which 
is  declared  not  to  be  against  the  Spaniards,  of  whom  many  are  nghting 
for  the  independence  of  the  island,  but  against  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, is  echoed  by  the  general  order  of  the  commander  in  chief  on 
this  subject,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

dBOULAB  or  THE  GENERAL  IK  CHIEF. 

Geiteral  Headquarters  of  the  Army  of  Liberation, 

Camaguey,  Auguai  1, 1895, 

In  order  to  establish  in  a  clear  and  precise  manner  the  mode  of  procednre  toward 
the  chiefii,  offioers,  and  soldiers  of  the  monarchy  captnred  in  action  or  operations, 
and  toward  those  who  Yolnntarily  surrender  to  onr  columns  or  anthoritiea,  I  have 
deemed  it  convenient  to  order  as  follows : 

Art.  1.  All  prisoners  captured  in  action  or  by  the  troops  of  the  Republic  wiU  be 
immediately  hberated  and  returned  to  their  ranks,  unless  they  volunteer  to  join 
the  army  of  liberation.  The  abandoned  wounded  wiU  be  gathered  and  attended  to 
with  all  care,  and  the  unburied  dead  interred. 

Art.  2.  All  persons  who  shaU  be  arrested,  charged  with  committins  the  misde- 
meanors in  the  circular  of  July  1,  by  violating  or  disregarding  the  said  order,  will 
be  enntmiarily  proceeded  against. 

Art.  3.  Those  of  the  prisoners  who  are  chiefs  or  officers  of  the  army  of  the  mon- 
archy will  be  respected  and  considered  according  to  their  rank  and  treated  according 
to  the  valor  with  which  they  may  have  resisted,  and  will  all  be  returned  to  their 
ranks  if  tiiey  so  desire. 

Art.  4.  Those  who  volunteer  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  republicans,  and  appear 
before  oar  columns  and  authorities,  will  have  their  option  in  the  mode  of  servins  the 
cause  of  the  Republic,  either  in  arms  or  by  more  peaceful  occupations,  civil  or 
agrirnltaral  pursuits. 

I  communicate  this  to  yoE  for  your  instruction  and  for  your  rigid  compliance. 
Coxuxiacj  and  liberty. 

Maximo  Gomez, 
The  Qmerdl  in  Chi^. 

On  the  part  of  the  Spanish,  attention  is  called  to  the  order  prohibit- 
ing newspaper  correspondents  from  entering  insurgent  lines  to  prevent 
accurate  information  being  given  to  the  world  at  large;  the  order  to 
shoot  all  who  supply  food  or  medicines  to  the  insurgents;  the  order, 
whicb  in  every  instajice  has  been  carried  out,  to  shoot  all  officers  of  the 
Caban  army  who  may  be  captured,  under  which  Domingo  Mujica,  Gil 
Gonzalez,  Quirina  Amezago,  and  Acebo  have  been  executed.  At  the 
recaptnxe  of  BaireL  old  men,  women,  and  children  were  ruthlessly 
BlBugfMteted  by  tibe  Spanish  soldiery,  the  hospital  at  Gran  Piedra  was 
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captured  and  over  seventiy  wouuded  and  defenseless  Gabans  were  killed ', 
at  Gayo  Espino  peacefal  men  and  women  were  butchered  by  Golonel 
Molina  and  the  ontrages  committed  by  the  troops  under  Gkucrido  and 
Tejera  are  legion.  The  action  of  convicts,  who  have  been  liberated  by 
Spain  to  flght  the  Gubans  under  such  leadership  as  that  of  the  notori- 
ous  Lola  Benitez,  who  bears  the  title  of  colonel,  are,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, a  b]ot  on  any  Ghristian  army. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  Gubans  suspected  of  sympathy  with  the 
insurgents,  we  have  but  to  consider  the  large  number  of  men  who  have 
lately  been  arrested  and  on  bare  suspicion  summarily  sent  to  the  Span- 
ish penal  colonies  for  life;  some  foreign  citizens  have  indeed  escaped 
court  martial  on  the  interference  of  their  Governments,  but  it  is  well 
known  that  even  civil  trials  at  this  time  are  under  the  absolute  control 
of  the  Government. 

NOT  A  NE0BO  MOVEMENT. 

The  Spaniards  charge,  in  order  to  belittle  the  insurrection,  that  it  is 
a  movement  of  negroes.  It  should  be  remembered  that  not  more  than 
one-third  of  the  entire  population  are  of  the  colored  race.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  less  than  one-third  of  the  army  are  of  the  colored  race.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  generals  of  corps,  divisions,  and  brigades:  there  are 
but  three  of  the  colored  race,  namely,  Antonio  and  Jos6  Haceo  and 
Augustin  Gebreco,  and  these  are  mulattoes  whose  deeds  and  victortes 
have  placed  them  far  above  the  generals  of  those  who  pretend  to 
despise  them.  None  of  the  members  of  the  constituent  assembly  or 
of  the  Government  are  of  the  colored  race.  The  Gubans  and  the  col- 
ored race  are  as  friendly  in  this  war  as  they  were  in  times  of  peace,  and 
it  would  indeed  be  strange  if  the  colored  people  were  not  so,  as  the 
whites  fought  for  and  with  them  in  the  last  revolt,  the  only  sucoessfol 
purpose  of  which  was  the  freedom  of  the  slaves. 

If  it  be  true  that  this  is  merely  a  movement  of  bandits  and  ne^rroes 
and  adventurers,  as  the  Spaniards  assert,  why  have  they  not  armed  the 
Guban  people  to  fight  against  the  outlaws,  or  why  have  not  the  Cuban 
people  themselves  volunteered  to  crush  this  handfult  On  tilie  contrary, 
they  know  that  giving  those  Gubans  arms  who  have  them  not  would  be 
but  to  increase  the  number  of  insurgents,  and  they  have  therefore  sent 
more  than  125,000  troops  from  Spain,  mostly  conscripts^  they  have  sent 
over  forty  of  their  most  famous  generals;  they  have  increased  their 
navy,  and  virtually,  so  far  as  the  Cubans  are  concerned,  blockaded  the 
entire  coast.  They  have  been  compelled  to  make  many  onerous  loans 
to  carry  on  the  campaign ;  they  have  increased  the  fortifications  of  their 
ports;  they  have  brought  torpedoes  to  protect  their  harbors,  and  they 
have  even  placed  armed  troops  on  their  mail  steamers  to  prevent  their 
capture. 

Besides  this  large  army,  they  have  between  60,000  and  80,000  volun- 
teers to  protect  their  towns.  These  volunteers,  so  called^  are  native 
Spaniards  and  a  branch  of  the  regular  army,  the  service  being  oompul- 
sory;  that  is^  instead  of  serving  in  the  regular  army  at  home^  where 
their  entire  time  must  be  given  up,  they  volunteer  to  enter  this  body 
on  emigration  to  Guba,  where  they  may  follow  to  a  considerable  extent 
their  occupation;  in  other  words,  they  correspond  to  our  home  ^aards 
or  militia,  except  that  the  service  is  obligatory  and  that  the  men  can 
not  leave  the  island  without  permission. 

It  is  not  denied  that  a  large  number  of  what  the  Spaniards  teroi  the 
lower  classes  are  in  this  revolution,  but  this  is  only  a  proof  of  how  dc«p 
into  the  mass  of  the  people  have  oeen  implanted  the  seeds  of  diaooo' 
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tent  and  of  repablicanism.  This  is  a  movement  not  like  onr  last  revo* 
liition — the  result  of  the  agitation  of  the  wealthy  and  the  educated — 
bat  one  which  is  the  outcome  of  the  popular  sentiment  of  all  classes. 

Much  surprise  has  been  expressed  that  with  the  immense  army  and 
resources  at  hand  Spain  has  not  been  able  to  crush  the  insurrection  or 
prevent  its  rapid  growth.  Aside  from  the  climate,  which  is  deadly  to 
the  raw,  ill-fed,  ill-clothed,  ill-treated,  and  badly  paid  Spanish  troops, 
the  greater  part  of  whom  are  mere  lads,  the  Spaniards  have  to  divide 
their  troops  into  an  army  of  occupation  and  another  of  operation.  These 
must  necessarily  move  in  considerable  numbers,  because  if  compelled 
to  flee  without  a  knowledge  of  the  intricacies  of  the  country  they  would 
be  decimated. 

A  Ouban  command  on  dispersion  is  readily  reorganized,  as  each  man 
is  his  own  guide.  This  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  Guban  move- 
ments— to  disperse  as  if  routed,  to  rally  at  a  previously  agreed  point, 
and  then  to  fall  upon  and  surprise  the  seemingly  victorious  enemy.  The 
Cuban,  used  to  the  country  and  the  climate,  marches  and  rides  much 
faster  than  the  Spaniard.  He  can  live  and  thrive,  and  does  so  in 
uecessilr^,  on  food  that  is  death  to  the  Spanish  soldier.  Moreover  in 
a  friendly  country  the  movements  of  the  enemy  are  readily  ascertained 
by  the  Ouban  general,  who  can  thus  select  his  own  position  or  evade 
the  engagement,  while  the  Spanish  are  never  so  well  informed  and  are 
at  the  mercy  of  their  guides. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Ouban  fights  for  the  noblest  princi- 
ple of  man — independence.  That  he  does  so  without  compulsion  or  pay, 
but  8iK>ntaneously  and  euthusiastically — ^nay,  he  fights  the  battle  of 
despair,  knowing  it  is  better  to  be  killed  thus  than  to  bear  the  tortures 
of  a  Spanish  prison  or  to  trust  himself  to  the  tender  mercy  of  a  Span- 
ish commander.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Spanish  troops  fight  by  com- 
pulsion and  for  pay,  which  is  even  now  months  in  arrears;  they  fight 
without  faith,  for  their  heart  is  not  with  their  cause.  They  know  that 
surrender  means  pardon  and  good  treatment,  while  fighting  may  mean 
death.  Hnndreds  of  Spanish  soldiers  have  singly  or  in  groups  gone 
over  to  the  insurgent  lines,  being  satisfied  that  they  would  live  there 
under  better  conditions. 

OHABAOTEB  OF    THE  WAB, 

There  was  also  an  attempt  made  by  the  Spanish  to  brand  the  Ouban  s 
with  carrying  on  an  uncivilized  warfare  because  of  their  use  of  dynamite. 
General  Boloff  before  using  this  explosive  issued  a  proclamation  warn- 
ing all  persons  of  the  danger  of  traveling  by  rail.  Dynamite  has  been 
used  fireely.  but  only  as  a  substitute  for  gunpowder  in  the  destruction 
of  railroad  Dridges,  trestles,  and  trains  which  could  be  used  and  were 
used  for  the  transportation  of  Spanish  troops.  Of  course  it  is  a  serious 
loss  to  Spain  to  have  these  railroads  destroyed,  but  no  one  can  seriously 
deny  that  it  is  a  measure  justified  by  the  necessities  of  war.  The  use 
of  this  explosive  as  a  substitute  for  gunpowder  in  the  operation  of 
mines  is  simply  a  proof  that  the  Oubans  are  keeping  pace  with  the 
advance  of  inventions  in  the  art  of  war. 

DESTBUOTION  OF  PBOPBBTT. 

The  Bubjeoty  however,  which  has  caused  probably  the  most  discussion 
is  the  order  of  General  Gomez  to  prevent  the  grinding  of  sugar  cane 
and  in  case  of  the  disobedience  of  said  order  the  destruction  of  Uie  crop. 
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General  Gomez  issned  a  preliminary  warning  dated  July  1,  of  which 
the  foUowing  is  a  copy: 

GsinBRAL  HKADQUARTEB8  OV  THX  ARMT  OV  LIBERATION, 

Najata,  Canuiguejf,  July  i,  1895. 
To  th$  FUmiert  amd  OwMtn  of  Cattle  Bancheo: 

In  accord  with  the  great  interests  of  the  revolution  for  the  independence  of  the 
oonntry  and  for  which  we  are  in  arms: 

Whereas  aU  exploitations  of  any  prodact  whatsoever  are  aids  and  reeoarces  to 
the  Gk>vemroent  that  we  are  fighting,  it  is  resolved  by  the  general  in  chief  to  iaauo 
this  general  order  throaghont  the  island  that  the  introdaction  of  articles  of  com- 
merce,  as  well  as  beef  and  cattle,  into  the  towns  occupied  by  the  enemy,  is  abso- 
lutely prohibited.  The  sugar  plantations  will  stop  their  labors,  and  whosoever  shall 
attempt  to  grind  the  crop  notwithstanding  this  order,  will  have  their  cane  burnod 
and  their  buildings  demolished.  The  person  who,  disobeying  this  order,  will  try  to 
profit  from  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  will  show  by  his  conduct  little  respect 
for  the  rights  of  the  revolution  of  redemption  and  therefore  shall  be  considered,  as 
an  enemy,  treated  as  a  traitor,  and  tried  as  such  in  case  of  his  capture. 

Maximo  Gk>Msz, 

Th§  Omoral  in  Ck^f. 

Nevertheless  throughout  the  country  preparations  were  made  for  the 
grinding  of  the  crop.  A  peremptory  order,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy,  was  then  issued  on  ^November  6: 

Headquarters  of  the  Armt  of  Libeilation, 

Territory  of  SanoH  Spiriiue,  November  6, 1895, 

Animated  by  the  spirit  of  unchangeable  resolution  in  defense  of  the  rights  of  the 
revolution  of  redemption  of  this  coantry  of  colonists,  humiliated  and  despised  by 
Spain,  and  in  harmony  with  what  has  been  decreed  concerning  the  snl^eot  in  the 
cfrcular  dated  the  1st  of  July,  I  have  ordered  the  following: 

Article  I.  Tliat  all  plantations  shall  be  totally  destroyed,  their  cane  and  ontbnild- 
ings  burned,  and  railroad  connections  destroyed. 

Art.  II.  AU  laborers  who  shall  aid  the  sugar  factories — these  sources  of  supplies 
that  we  must  deprive  the  enemy  of— shall  be  considered  as  traitors  to  their  country. 

Art.  IIL  AU  who  are  caught  in  the  act,  or  whose  violation  of  Article  II  shall  be 
proven,  shall  be  shot.  Let  all  chiefs  of  operations  of  the  army  of  liberty  comply 
with  tnis  order,  determined  to  unfurl  triumphantly,  even  over  ruin  and  ashes,  the 
flae  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba. 

In  regard  to  the  manner  of  waging  the  war,  follow  the  private  instrnotions  that  I 
have  afieady  given. 

For  the  sake  of  the  honor  of  our  arms  and  your  well-known  courage  and  patriot- 
ism, it  is  ezpeoted  that  you  will  strictly  comply  with  the  above  orders. 

M.  OoMBZ,  Generol  in  Ch^f. 
To  the  chiefs  of  operations:  Circulate  this. 

On  the  11th  of  November  the  following  proclamation  was  issued: 

Headquarters  of  the  Army  of  Liberation, 

Stmoii  8p%riiu$f  Novemher  11, 1896. 

To  honest  men,  vioHme  of  the  torch : 

The  painfhl  measure  made  necessary  by  the  revolution  of  redemption  drenched  in 
innocent  blood  iVom  Hatuey  to  our  own  times  by  cruel  and  merciless  Spain  will 
plunge  you  in  misery.  As  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of  liberation  it  is  my  duty 
to  lead  it  to  victory,  without  permitting  myself  to  be  restrained  or  terrified,  by  auy 
means  necessary  to  place  Cuba  in  the  shortest  time  in  possession  of  her  dearest 
idesl.  I  therefore  place  the  responsibility  for  so  great  a  ruin  on  those  who  look  on 
impassively  and  force  us  to  those  extreme  measures  which  they  then  condemn  like 
doUs  and  hypocrites  that  they  are.  After  so  many  years  of  supplication,  humilia. 
tions,  oontunely,  banishment,  and  death,  when  this  people,  of  its  own  will,  has 
i^sen  in  arms,  uiere  remains  no  other  solution  but  to  triumph,  It  matters  not  what 
means  are  employed  to  accomplish  it. 

This  people  can  not  hesitate  between  the  wealth  of  Spain  and  the  liber^  of  Cnba, 
Its  greatest  crime  would  be  to  stain  the  land  with  blood  without  effecting  its  pur- 
poses because  of  puerile  scruples  and  fears  which  do  not  concur  with  the  character 
of  the  men  who  are  in  the  field,  challenging  the  fhrv  of  an  army  which  is  one  of  the 
bravest  in  the  world,  but  which  in  this  war  is  witbout  enthusiasm  or  faSth,  ill  fed 
and  unpaid.    The  war  did  not  begin  February  24;  it  is  about  to  begin  now. 
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Tbe  war  had  to  be  organised;  it  was  necessary  to  ealm  and  lead  into  fthe  proper 
channels  the  rerolntionary  spiiit  always  exaggerated  in  the  beginning  by  wild 
enthasiasm.  The  straggle  oaffht  to  benn  in  ooedience  to  a  plan  and  method  more 
or  less  studied,  as  the  result  of  the  peculiarities  of  this  war.  This  has  already  been 
(lone.  Let  Spain  now  send  her  soldiers  to  rivet  the  chains  of  her  slayes ;  the  chil- 
dren of  this  land  are  in  the  field,  armed  with  the  weapons  of  liberty.  The  struggle 
will  be  temblCy  but  success  will  crown  the  rerolntion  and  efforts  of  the  oppressed. 

Maximo  GomeZi  Oeneral  in  Chief. 

The  reasons  underlying  this  measure  are  the  same  which  caused  this 
country  to  destroy  the  cotton  crop  and  the  baled  cotton  in  the  South 
during  the  war  of  the  secession. 

The  sugar  crop  is  a  source  of  large  income  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment,  directly  by  tax  and  export  duty,  as  well  as  indirectly.  The  action 
of  the  insurgents  is  perfectly  justified,  because  it  is  simply  a  blockade, 
so  to  speak,  on  land — ^a  prevention  of  the  gathering,  and  hence  the 
export^  of  the  commodity  with,  naturally,  a  punishment  for  the  violation 
thereof 

PROTESTS  OF  ALIENS. 

Strenuous  protests  have,  too,  been  made  by  and  on  behalf  of  sJiens 
residing  in  or  having  property  in  Cuba. 

It  is  admitted  in  civilized  warfare  that  the  property  of  alien  resi- 
dents, whether  they  are  in  sympathy  with  the  enemy  or  not,  when  in 
the  track  of  war,  is  subject  to  war's  casualties,  and  that  all  property 
which  might  be  of  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  may  be  taken  or 
destroyed,  the  commander  in  the  field  being  the  judge  of  the  exigency 
and  necessities  which  dictate  such  action.  This  proposition  has  been 
laid  down  by  the  State  Department  and  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  this 
country  in  the  matter  of  the  destruction  of  cotton  in  the  late  war. 

The  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  Bepublic  of  Ouba  that  the 
citizens  of  a  country  which  acknowledges  the  Cubans  as  belligerents, 
shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  taxes  and  contributions  to  tbe 
Republic,  naturally  implies  that  the  property  of  such  citizens  after  tbe 
granting  of  beUigerency  by  their  country,  even  though  by  all  the  laws 
of  war  it  is  contraband  and  may  be  seized  or  destroyed,  will  be  abso- 
lutely resx>ected,  and,  I  have  all  reason  to  assert,  will  be  under  the 
specuJ  protection  of  the  Ouban  Government  and  its  army. 

For  aliens  to  ask  this  protection  as  a  right  while  their  Government 
denies  the  e^tence  of  the  bdligerency  of  the  Oubans  might  well  be 
considered  by  the  latter  as  allowing  aid  and  comfort  to  go  to  their 
enemy,  simply  on  the  expectation  that  some  time  in  the  future  the  Gov- 
ernment of  those  aliens  may,  out  of  gratitude  to  the  Oubans,  acknowl- 
edgej  what  is  after  all  but  a  state  of  fact,  belligerency.  In  the  mean- 
time the  aid  and  comfort  thus  allowed  by  the  Cubans  to  flow  to  the 
SpAoiards  must  strengthen  the  latter  and  thus  draw  out  the  struggle 
or  w^eaken  the  former.  General  Gomez  explains  the  importance  of  this 
in  ths  following  letter: 


DI8TSIOT  OF  RSMBDIOS, 

Proffinee  of  Santa  Clara,  December  8, 1895, 
To  TfmAB  Estrada  Palma* 

Ify^  DSAS  AKD  EsTBEMBD  Frxvkd  :  It  is  not  long  sinoe  I  wrote  yon,  but  an  oppor- 
taoJ$7  offen  by  which  I  may  send  yon  a  few  words  of  encouragement  and  good  oneer. 
^jeMt  aasttred  f  write  yon  wheneyer  I  can,  which  is  not  often,  owing  to  the  great 
a^oTsait  of  work  which  at  present  falls  upon  my  shoulders.  I  know  the  i>en  is 
Qii^litier  than  the  sword,  but  my  mission  at  present  is  with  the  latter;  others  must 
wteld.  the  pen. 

Si^t  days  ago  Gtoa.  Antonio  Maceo  and  myself  met  and  fought  the  enemy  with 
onr  HVOM  In  eoijiinetion.    llie  Spanish  column,  including  infantry,  cayauy,  and 
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artillery  were  oor  saperiors  in  ntunber,  Imt  the  srms  of  tbe  Calwm  Repablio  were 
a^ain  Tictoriona.  I  baye  not  time  at  present  to  go  into  details  of  the  battle,  they 
will  follow  later.  SolBce  it  to  tay,  Spanlah  report*  to  the  eonteary  notwithatendiog, 
we  won  the  day. 

Onr  advance  may  be  alow,  bnt  it  will  be  anre  and  firm.  If  yon  hear  of  oar  retreat 
remember  that  it  will  be  temporary  and  for  a  pnipoee.  Oor  faces  are  tnmed  toward 
the  west  and  nothing  will  stop  ns.  The  result  of  my  obserrations  as  we  proceed  is 
that  the  Spaniards  are  in  need  of  almost  eyerything^money,  sympathy,  soldiers,  and 
even  leaders  who  have  faith  aod  conrage  in  the  righteooaness  of  their  eanse. 

If  Cuban  valor  and  resolation  do  not  fail  ns,  and  if  the  hearts  of  Cnba's  ebildren 
do  not  weaken,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  elose  of  the  six  months'  cam- 
paign now  initiated  will  find  everything  satisfactorily  settled  and  Cuba  Iree. 

I  Know  that  unfavorable  comment  has  been  made  on  some  of  tbe  methods  we  have 
been  forced  to  employ  in  this  revolution,  but  it  will  not  do  to  listen  to  the  complaints 
of  the  superficial  and  irresponsible.  No  sugar  crop  must  be  made  this  winter  under 
any  circumstances  or  for  any  amount  of  money.  It  is  the  source  from  whidh  tbe 
enemy  still  hopes  and  dreams  of  obtaining  its  revenue.  To  prevent  that  end,  for  the 
good  of  our  country,  has  been  and  shall  be  onr  programme. 

We  are  Cubans  and  have  one  great  aim  in  view,  one  glorious  object  to  obtain — the 
freedom  of  our  country  and  liberty.  It  is  of  more  importance  to  ns  than  glory,  pub- 
lic applause,  or  anything  else.  Everything  else  will  follow  in  time.  I  have  never 
believed  in  or  advised  a  sanguinary  revolution,  but  it  must  be  a  radical  one.  First 
of  all  we  must  triumph ;  toward  that  end  the  most  effective  means,  although  they 
may  appear  harsh,  must  be  employed. 

There  is  nothing  so  bad,  so  diBhonorable,  so  inexeusable,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world 
as  failure.  Victory  \b  within  ourreacb.  To  hesitate,  to  delay  it,  to  endanger  it  now, 
would  be  stupid,  would  be  cowardly,  would  be  criminal.  We  will  sueceed  first ;  the 
applause  of  the  world  will  follow.  To  do  otherwise  would  be  not  to  love  one's  conn  try. 
I  nave  never  felt  more  confident  than  at  the  present  moment.  Yon  can  rest  assured 
that  Cuba  will  soon  achieve  her  absolute  independence. 

Ever  your  true  friend,  Maximo  Gomkz. 

As  I  have  through  yarions  sonrces  been  approached  on  this  snbjert 
in  behalf  of  property  of  American  citizens  on  the  island,  and  as  I  knoM- 
the  cordial  friendship  which  the  Cubans  bear  to  the  Goyemment  and 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America,  feeling  assured  that  this 
country,  from  its  very  history,  must  likewise  feel  a  deep  sympathy  with 
a  people  who  are  treading  in  their  footsteps,  I  have  written  to  the 
Oovemment  of  the  BepubUc  of  Cuba  the  following  letter: 

Nxw  ToRK,  Jkcembet  BS,  1896. 

8ALYADOB  ClSNKBOS  BkTANCOURT, 

Prendeni  of  ike  Cuban  Bepublio. 

Mt  Distinouishbd  Feixow-Coumtrtman:  There  have  been  many  complaints 
made  to  me  from  various  sources  that  the  property  of  citisens  of  the  united  States 
of  Nortii  America  has  been  destroved  by  our  army  of  Uberation  in  Cuba  under  tbe 
order  of  our  distinguished  general  in  chief,  Maximo  Gomez.  I  know  venr  well  how 
you  aud  all  my  countrymen  feel  toward  this  Republic,  and  that  yon  aesire  to  do 
everything  in  your  power  to  demonstrate  your  friendship,  and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
communicate  the  above  facts  to  you  so  that  yon  may  consider  the  matter  carefully 
and  thoroughly;  at  the  same  time  I  know  that  many  Spaniards  intend  to  transfer 
their  property,  as  some  have  done  already,  to  American  oitlsens  or  oompaniea  espe- 
cially  organized  for  their  purposes,  in  case  that  you  should,  before  or  after  receiving 
the  rights  of  belligerents,  take  active  measures  for  the  protection  of  North  American 
interests. 

I  say  this  because  I  am  sure  that,  at  least  after  the  granting  of  belligerency,  you 
wiU  do  your  utmost  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  a  country  which  warmly 
sympathizes  with  us  in  our  present  struggle. 

Hoping  that  you  will  give  this  subject  your  most  thoughtful  consideration,  I  remain 
your  devoted  friend,  for  country  and  liberty, 

T.  Estrada  Palma. 

In  view  of  the  history  of  this  revolution  as  herein  stated,  in  yiew  of 
the  causes  which  led  to  it,  its  rapid  growth,  its  successes  in  arms,  the 
establishment,  operation,  and  resources  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  Oaban 
Bepublic,  the  organization,  number,  and  discipline  of  its  army,  the 
contrast  in  the  &eatment  of  prisoners  to  that  of  the  enemy,  the  terri« 
tory  in  its  control  and  subject  to  the  carrying  out  of  its  decreesi  oi 
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Ike  flrtOfty  of  fhe  attempts  of  the  Spanish  Goyemmeot  to  crush  the 
rerohitionf  in  spite  of  the  immense  increase  of  its  army  in  Cuba  and 
of  its  blookade  and  the  many  millions  spent  for  that  porpose,  the 
eractties  whieh  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  have  especially  characterized 
this  ssngainary  and  fiercely  oondaoted  war,  and  the  damage  to  the  in- 
teresto  of  the  citizens  of  this  country  under  the  present  conditions^  I, 
as  Ae  duly  accredited  representative,  in  the  name  of  the  Cuban  people 
in  arms  wlio  have  fought  singly  and  alone  against  the  monarchy  of 
Spttu  for  nearly  a  year,  in  the  heart  of  a  continent  devoted  to  repub- 
lican institutionsi  in  the  name  of  justice,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  in 
die  name  of  liberty,  petition  you,  and  through  you  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  accord  the  rights  of  belligerency  to  a 
people  fighting  for  their  absolute  independence. 
Very  respectftillyy  yours, 

T.  Ebtbada  Palma, 
The  Hon.  Biohabd  Olnbt, 

a^oretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


A 

CUBA  T.  SPAIK. 

Wmr  Is  a  diia  neoMti^.  Bnl  when  »  people  has  exhanated  eXi  hnman  meant  of 
pemuMioii  to  obtain  firom  an  oojnat  oppressor  a  remedy  for  its  ills,  if  it  apeals  as  a 
last  raaonrsa  to  force  in  order  to  repel  the  persistent  aggression  which  constitutes 
tyraonj,  this  people  Is  Justified  before  its  own  conscience  and  before  the  tribunal  of 
natioDik 

Saeh  la  the  oase  of  Cuba  In  its  wan  against  Spain.  No  metropolis  has  eyer  been 
harsher  or  mors  obstinately  harassing;  none  has  erer  exploited  a  colony  with  more 
greedhMSS  and  less  foresight  than  Spain.  No  colony  has  ever  been  more  pradent. 
more  lang-anffering,  more  caatlons,  mors  perseyering  than  Cuba  in  its  purpose  ox 
wldng  iot  its  rights  by  appealing  to  the  lessons  of  experience  and  political  wisdom. 
Only  driT«n  by  aesperation  has  vie  people  of  Cuba  taken  up  arms,  and  having  done 
to,  it  displays  as  much  heroism  in  the  hour  of  danger  as  it  had  shown  good  Judgment 
in  the  hoiir  of  deliberation. 

The  history  of  Cuba  during  the  present  century  is  a  long  series  of  rebellions:  but 
STssy  one  of  these  was  precMed  by  a  peaceful  struggle  for  its  rights— a  fruitless 
•truggle  baeaose  of  the  obstinate  blindness  of  Spain. 

Thera  wore  natriots  in  Cuba  from  the  beginning  of  this  century,  such  as  Presbyter 
CabaUeio  and  Don  Francisco  Arango,  who  called  the  metropolitan  Government's 
sttentian  to  the  evils  of  the  eolonyi  and  pointed  to  the  remedy  by  pleading  for  the 
omniBflnial  fraaehisea  required  by  its  economical  organization,  and  for  the  inter- 
vsation  of  tha  aativea  in  Its  government,  not  only  as  a  right,  but  also  for  politi- 
cal eacpediencyi  in  view  of  the  long  distance  between  the  colony  and  the  home  gov- 
cntment,  aad  the  srave  difficulties  with  which  it  had  to  contend.  The  requirements 
of  tha  war  with  tne  continental  colonies,  which  were  tired  of  Spanish  t.\Tanny^  com- 
pelled the  molnmolitaa  Govemment  to  grant  a  certain  measure  of  commercial  liberty 
to  tha  Idand  ot  Cuba:  a  tomporary  ooncession  which  spread  prosperity  throughout 
its  teczitory,  but  whion  was  not  sufficient  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  Spanish  statesmen. 
On  the  oontrary,  prompted  by  suspicion  and  mistrust  of  the  Americans,  they  began 
by  eaiimjling,  ana  shortly  after  abrogated  the  limited  administrative  powers  then 
poeseaaed  by  soma  of  the  oorporations  in  Cuba,  such  as  the  **  Junta  de  Fomento'^ — 
(a  board  for  iho  eaeonragemoit  of  internal  improvements). 

As  if  this  wars  not  enough,  the  Cubans  were  deprived  of  the  little  show  of  political 
interraation  thej  had  in  publle  aflfairs.  By  a  simple  royal  decree  in  1837  the  small 
lepreaoBAatioii  of  Cuba  in  the  Spanish  Cortids  was  suppressed,  and  all  the  powers  of 
tM  Ocrranimant  were  cimoentrated  In  the  hands  of  the  captain-general,  on  whom 
sniliorify  waa  oonliDrred  to  act  as  the  eovemor  of  a  city  in  a  state  of  siege.  This 
iapiiad  that  tha  oaptaln-general.  residing  in  Habana,  was  master  of  the  life  and 
prupefiy  of  arsry  Inhabitant  of  the  islana  of  Cuba.  This  meant  that  Spain  declared 
s  pemkaiwnt  state  of  war  against  a  peaceful  and  defenseless  poople. 
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Cnba  WW  iti  most  illnstrions  Bons,  Bach  M  Heredift  aad  Bmo,  mmdor  in  exile 
thionghont  the  £ree  Ameiioan  CoDtinent.  Cubs  saw  as  many  of  tha  Cubans  as  dared 
to  love  liberty  and  declare  it  by  act  or  word  die  on  the  soaffold,  sueh  as  Joaqnin  de 
A^ero  and « Placido.  Cnba  saw  the  product  of  its  people's  labor  confiscated  by 
iniqnitons  fiscal  laws  imposed  by  its  masters  from  afar.  Cnba  saw  the  administrfr* 
tion  of  justice  in  the  hands  of  foreign  magistrates,  who  acted  at  the  will  or  the  whim 
of  its  rulers.  Cuba  suffered  all  the  outrages  that  can  humiliate  a  conquered  people, 
in  the  name  and  by  the  work  of  a  Goyemment  that  sarcastically  calls  itself  paternal. 
Is  it  to  be  wondered,  then,  that  an  uninterrunted  era  of  conspiracies  and  uprisings 
should  have  been  inaugurated  f  Cuba  in  its  despair  took  up  arms  in  1860  and  1861, 
conspired  affain  in  18^,  waged  war  in  1868,  in  1879,  in  1885,  and  is  fightii^g  now 
since  the  24ui  of  Februa^  of  the  present  year. 

But  at  the  same  time  Cuba  has  never  ceased  to  ask  for  justice  and  redress.  Its 
people,  before  shouldering  the  rifle,  pleaded  for  their  rights.  Before  the  pronuncia- 
mento  of  Ag^ero  and  the  invasions  of  Lopez,  Saco,  in  exile,  exposed  the  dangon  of 
Cuba  to  the  Spanish  statesmen,  and  pointed  to  the  remedy.  Other  fiarsiffht^  men 
seconded  him  in  the  colony.  They  denounced  the  cancer  of  slavery,  the  horrors  of 
the  traffic  in  slaves,  the  corruption  of  the  officeholders,  the  abuses  of  tne  Government, 
the  discontent  of  tne  people  with  their  forced  state  of  political  tutelage.  No  atten- 
tion was  given  to  them,  and  this  brought  on  the  first  armed  oonfliots. 

Before  the  formidable  insurrection  of  1868,  which  lasted  ten  yoart.  the  reiorm 
party,  which  included  the  most  enlightened,  wealthy,  and  influential  Cubans, 
exhausted  all  the  resources  within  their  reach  to  induce  Spain  to  initiate  a  healthy 
change  in  her  Cuban  policy.  The  party  started  the  pubucation  of  periodicals  in 
Madrid  and  in  the  island,  addressed  petitions,  maintained  a  great  agitation  throngh- 
out  the  country,  and  having  succeeded  in  leading  the  Spanish  Qovemment  to  make 
an  inquiry  into  the  economical,  political^  and  social  condilaon  of  Cuba,  they  pre- 
sentea  a  complete  plan  of  government  which  Batisfled  public  requirements  aswetu  as 
the  aspirations  of  the  people.  The  Spanish  Qovemment  disdamfuUy  oast  aside  the 
proposition  as  useless,  increased  taxation,  and  proceeded  to  its  exaction  with  excreme 
severity. 

It  was  then  that  the  ten-year  war  broke  out.  Cuba,  almost  a  pigmy  oompaiwl 
with  Spain,  fought  like  a  giant.  Blood  ran  in  torrents.  Public  wealth  disappeared 
in  a  bottomless  abyss.  Spain  lost  200,000  men.  Whole  districts  of  Cnba  wet«  leil 
almost  entirely  without  their  male  population.  Seven  hundred  millions  were 
spent  to  feed  that  conflagration — ^a  conflagration  that  tested  Cuban  heroism,  bat 
which  could  not  touch  the  hardened  heart  of  Spain.  The  latter  oould  not  subdne 
the  bleeding  colony,  which  had  no  longer  strength  to  prolong  the  struggle  with  any 

Srospect  of  success.    Spain  proposed  a  compact  which  was  a  snare  and  a  deoeit. 
he  granted  to  Cuba  the  liberties  of  Puerto  Kico,  which  enjoyed  none. 
On  this  deceitful  ground  was  laid  the  new  situation,  throughout  which  has  ran 
a  current  of  falsehood  and  hypocrisy.    Spain,  whose  mind  had  not  ohangod,  baa- 
tened  to  change  the  name  of  things.    Tne  capitan-general  was  eaUed  governor- 
general.    The  royal  decrees  took  we  name  of  authorisations.     The  oommeroial 
monopoly  of  Spain  was  named  coasting  trade.    The  right  of  banishment  was  trana- 
formed  into  the  law  of  vagrancy.    The  brutal  attacks  of  defenseless  oitisena  w^re 
called  "componte."    The  abolition  of  constitutional  guarantees  became  the  lair  of 
public  order.    Taxation  without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the  Cuban  people  "w^m 
chauf^ed  into  the  law  of  estimates  (budget)  voted  by  the  repreeentativea  of  Spain ; 
that  is,  of  European  Spain. 

The  painful  lesson  of  the  ten-year  war  had  been  entirely  lost  on  Spain.  Instead 
of  inaugurating  a  redeeminj^  policy  that  would  heal  the  recent  wonnds,  allay  pnblio 
anxiety,  and  quench  the  thirst  for  justice  felt  by  the  people,  who  were  desinras  to 
ei^oy  their  natural  rights,  the  metropolis,  while  lavish  in  promises  of  reform,  t>«r- 
sisted  in  carrying  on  unchanged  its  old  and  erafby  system,  the  groundwork  of  wbicb 
continnes  to  be  the  same,  namely :  To  exclude  every  native  Cnoan  ftoia  every  office 
that  could  give  him  any  effective  influence  and  intervention  in  pnblio  afi^ra;  tfa<^ 
nngovemable  exploitation  of  the  colonists'  labor  for  the  benefit  of  Spanish  commerce 
and  Spanish  bureaucracy^  both  civil  and  military.  To  carry  out  the  latter  poipoae  i  ^ 
was  necessary  to  maintam  the  former  at  any  cost. 


In  order  to  render  the  native  Cuban  powerless  in  his  own  country,  Spalii,  leffialmt^ 
ing  for  Cuba  without  restriction  as  it  does,  had  only  to  give  him  an  electoral  law  a^ 
artftilly  framed  as  to  accomplish  two  objects:  First,  to  Mduoe  the  number  of  votenat 
second,  to  give  always  a  majority  to  the  Spaniards;  that  is,  to  the  European  oolo 
nists,  nobnthstanding  that  the  latter  represent  only  9.3  per  cent  d  the  total  poptil 
lation  of  Cuba.  To  this  effeet  it  made  the  electoral  nght  dependent  on  the  paym^Ki^ 
•fa  vary  high  poU  tax,  wUoh  proved  the  more  bordensome  as  tfaa  war  bad  nuiiiM  tti^ 


AFFAIRS  m  CUBA.  19 

larg«rinnib«r  of  Cuban  proprieton.  In  this  way  it  raMeeded  in  restrioting  the  rieht 
of  sfLffirase  to  only  58,000  inhabitanta  in  an  island  which  has  a  popnlation  of  1,680,- 
000;  thai  is  to  say,  to  the  derisive  proportion  of  3  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
inhabitants. 

In  order  to  gire  a  decided  preponderance  to  the  Spanish  Enropean  element, 
the  electoral  law  has  ignored  the  practice  genen^y  observed  in  those  ooon- 
tries  where  the  right  to  rote  depends  on  the  payment  of  a  poll  tax,  and  has 
I  afforded  all  the  facilities  to  acquire  the  electoral  privilege  to  industry,  com- 
merce^ and  public  officials,  to  tne  detriment  of  the  territorial  property  (the 
ownership  of  real  estate).  To  accomplish  thiSi  while  the  rate  of  the  territorial 
tax  is  reduced  to  2  per  cent,  an  indispensable  measure,  in  view  of  the  ruin 
ous  condition  of  the  landowners,  the  exorbitant  contribution  of  $25  is  required 
from  those  who  would  be  electors  as  freeholders.  The  law  has,  moreover,  thrown 
the  doors  wide  open  for  the  perpetration  of  fraud  by  providing  that  the  simple 
declaration  of  the  head  of  a  commercial  house  is  sumcient  to  consider  all  its 
siuployees  as  partners,  having,  therefore,  the  right  to  vote.  This  has  given  us  firms 
with  thir^  or  more  partners.  By  this  simple  scheme  almost  all  the  Spaniards  resid- 
ing in  Cnba  are  turned  into  electors,  despite  the  explicit  provisions  of  the  law. 
Thus  it  oomes  to  pass  that  the  municipal  district  of  Gilines,  with  a  population  of 
LSyOOO  inhabitants,  only  500  of  which  are  Spaniards  and  Canary  Islanders,  shows  on 
its  eJeetoral  list  the  names  of  32  native  Cubans  and  of  400  Spaniards — only  0.25  per 
cent  of  the  Cuban  to  80  per  cent  of  the  Spanish  population. 

But,  as  if  this  were  not  enough,  a  so-called  permanent  commission  of  provincial 
depatationa  decides  every  contooversy  that  may  arise  as  to  who  is  to  be  included 
in  or  ezdlnded  from  the  list  of  electors,  and  the  members  of  this  commission  are 
appointed  by  the  Governor-General.    It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  its  majority  has 
ijwayfl  been  devoted  to  the  Government.    In  case  any  elector  considers  himself 
wronged  hy  the  d^^ision  of  the  permanent  commission  he  can  appeal  to  the  "  audi- 
enoia"  (bigher  court)  of  the  district,  but  ^e  "audiencias"  are  almost  entirely 
made  up  of  European  magistrates;  tney  are  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
emor-G^eral, beine  mere  political  tools  in  his  hands.    As  a  conclusive  instance  of  the 
manner  in  which  those  tribunals  do  justice  to  the  claims  of  the  Cuban  electors,  it 
will  be  snffieient  to  cite  a  case  wluch  occurred  in  Santa  Clara  in  1892,  where  1,000 
fully  qualified  liberal  electors  were  excluded  at  one  time,  for  the  simple  omission  to 
st^te  their  names  at  tiie  end  of  the  act  presented  by  the  elector  who  headed  the  claim. 
In  more  than  one  case  has  the  same  "audiencia"  applied  two  different  criterions  to 
i  dentical  cases.  The  ' '  audiencia"  of  Havana,  in  1887,  ignoring  the  explicit  provisions 
<t(  the  law,  excused  the  employees  from  the  condition  of  residence,  a  condition  that  the 
same  tribonal  exacted  before.    The  same  *'  andiencia"  in  1885  declared  that  the  contri- 
b  a  lions  to  the  State  and  to  the  municipality  were  accumulative,  and  in  1887  decided 
the  opposite.    This  inconsistency  had  for  its  object  to  expunge  from  the  lists  hun- 
dreds of  Cuban  electors.    In  this  way  the  Spanish  Government  and  tribunals  have 
endeaToxed  to  teach  respect  for  the  law  and  for  the  practice  of  wholesome  electoral 
oostoms  to  the  Cuban  colonists. 

It  wiD  be  easily  understood  now  why  on  some  occasions  the  Cuban  representa- 
tion in  the  Spanish  Parliament  has  been  made  up  of  only  three  deputies,  and  in 
tbe  most  favorable  epochs  the  number  of  Cuban  representatives  has  not  exceeded 
fiy  Three  deputies  in  a  body  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  members!  The 
gexLnine  representation  of  Cuba  has  not  reached  sometimes  0.96  per  cent  of  the  total 
n  lunber  of  members  of  the  Spanish  congress.  The  great  msgority  of  the  Cuban  dep- 
n  iation  has  always  consisted  of  Spanish  peninsulars.  In  this  manner  the  ministers 
of  ^'nltramar'^  (ministers  of  the  colonies),  whenever  they  have  thought  necessary  to 
i^ve  an  honest  or  decent  appearance  to  tneir  legislative  acts  by  an  Sieged  minority 
of  Cuban  votes,  could  always  command  the  latter — ^that  is,  the  peninsulars. 

Am  r^ards  the  representation  in  the  senate,  the  operation  has  been  more  simple 
wtitl.  'Hie  (qualifications  required  to  be  a  senator  have  proved  to  be  an  almost  abso- 
;  ot«  pirohibition  to  the  Cubans.  In  fact,  to  take  a  seat  in  the  higher  house  it  is 
ri«-(toesary  to  have  been  president  of  that  body  or  of  congressi  or  a  minister  of 

*  be  orown,  or  a  bishop,  or  a  grandee  of  Spain,  a  lieutenant-general,  a  vice-admiral. 
>iij  Ijossador,  minister  plenipotentiary,  counselor  of  state,  judg^  or  attorney-general 
.>f  tlMBUpremeoourt,  of  the  court  of  accounts,  etc.  No  Cuban  has  ever  filled  any  of 
cki«*  Above  positions,  and  scarcely  two  or  three  are  grandees.    The  only  natives  of 

#  !ril>0b  who  ean  be  senators  are  those  who  have  been  deputies  in  three  different  Con- 
^r^^^ot^  or  who  are  professors  and  have  held  for  four  vears  a  university  ohair,  pro- 
f  id<e^  tnat  they  have  an  income  of  $1,500;  or  those  who  have  a  title  of  nobilitv,  or 
j^w«  been  deputies,  provincial  deputies,  or  mayors  in  towns  of  over  20,000  inhab- 
iXMtttMt  ^  ^^  hxve  in  addition  an  income  of  $4,000,  or  pay  a  direct  contribution  of 
$BOO  to  the  treasury.    This  will  increase  in  one  or  two  dozen  the  number  of  Cubans 

aAliti^  to  be  senators. 

X0  ^^  nuuiner  has  legislative  work,  so  far  as  Cuba  is  concerned,  turned  out  to  be 
The  Tarious  Govemmsnts  have  legislated  for  the  island  as  they  pleased.   The 
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representatlTM  of  fhe  peninralar  proyincM  did  not  eren  take  the  trouble  of  sttend- 
ing  the  BMsions  of  the  Cortes  when  Cnban  affaire  were  to  be  dealt  with;  and  there 
was  an  instance  when  the  estimates  (budget)  for  the  Great  Antille  were  diacnned 
in  the  presence  of  less  than  thirty  depnties,  and  a  single  one  of  the  ministers,  the 
minister  of  "ultramar"  (session  of  April  3, 1880). 

Through  the  contrivance  of  the  law,  as  well  as  throngh  the  irregnlaritfes  eom* 
mitted  and  consented  in  its  application,  have  the  Cubans  oeen  deprived  also  of  rep* 
resentation  in  the  local  corporations  to  which  they  were  entitled,  and  in  many  cases 
they  have  been  entirely  exclnded  from  them*  When,  despite  the  legalized  obstacles 
and  the  partiality  of  those  in  power,  they  have  obtained  some  temporaiy  m^ority, 
the  Government  has  always  endeavored  and  succeeded  in  making  their  triumph  nuU 
and  void.  Only  once  did  the  home-mle  party  obtain  a  minority  in  the  provincial 
deputation  of  Havana,  and  then  the  Governor-General  appointea  from  among  tlie 
Spaniards  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  permanent  commission.  Until  that  time 
this  commission  had  been  of  the  same  political  complexion  as  the  m%for!ty  of  the 
deputation.  By  such  proceedings  have  the  Cubans  been  gradually  expelled^  even 
from  the  municipal  bodiee.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  law  provides  that  the  derramas 
(assessments)  be  excluded  from  the  oomputation  of  the  tributary  quotee,  notwith- 
standing that  they  constitute  the  heaviest  burden  upon  the  municipal  taxpayer. 
And  the  majorities,  consisting  of  Spaniards,  takeffood  care  to  make  tJus  burden  fkll 
witli  heavier  weight  upon  the  Cuban  proprietor.  Twaa  the  latter  has  to  bear  a  heavier 
taxation  with  less  representation. 

This  is  the  reason  why  the  scandalous  ease  has  occurred  lately  of  not  a  single 
Cuban  having  a  seat  in  the  "Ayuntamiento''  (board  of  aldermen)  of  Havana.  In 
1891  the  Spaniards  predominated  in  thirty-one  out  of  thirty-seven  ''Ajuntamientos^ 
in  the  province  of  Havana.  In  that  of  Gtlines,  with  a  population  of  12,500  Cnban 
inhabitants,  not  a  single  one  of  the  latter  was  zound  among  its  councilors.  In  the 
same  epoch  there  were  only  three  Cuban  deputies  in  the  provintlal  deputation  of 
Havana;  two  in  that  of  MatanzaS;  and  three  in  that  of  Santa  Clara.  And  these  are 
the  most  populous  regions  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

As,  on  the  other  hand,  the  government  of  the  metropolis  appoints  the  offleiala  of 
the  colony,  all  the  lucrative,  influential,  and  representative  offices  are  seeuied  to  the 
Spaniards  from  Europe.  The  Governor-General,  the  regional  and  provincial  fov- 
emors,  the  "  intendentes,"  comptrollers^  auditors,  treasurers,  chieft  of  eommnzuea> 
tions,  chieft  of  the  custom-houses,  chiefs  of  administration,  presidents  and  vice* 
presidents  of  the  Spanish  bank,  secretaries  of  the  Government,  presiding  indgee  of 
the  "  audiencia,''  presidents  of  tribunal,  magistrates,  attomeys^general,  arobbiehops, 
bishops,  canons,  pastors  of  rich  parishes — all,  with  very  rare  exceptions,  are  Span- 
iards  from  Spain.  The  Cubans  are  found  only  as  minor  elerks  in  the  Govenunenti 
offices,  doing  all  the  work  and  receiving  the  smallest  salaries. 

fYom  1878  to  this  date  there  have  been  twenty  governors  in  the  provinoe  of  Matan^ 
zae.  Eighteen  were  Spaniards  and  two  Cubans.  But  one  of  these,  Brlgadier^Gen* 
er^  Acosta,  was  an  army  officer  in  the  service  of  Spain,  who  bad  fought  against  hi'sj 
countrymen ;  and  the  other,  Sefior  GonzMez  Mufioz,  is  a  bureaucrat.  During  tlie 
same  period  there  has  been  only  one  native  Cuban  acting  as  governor  in  the  province 
of  Havana,  Sefior  Rodriguez  Batista,  who  spent  all  his  life  m  Spain,  where  ne  madf^ 
his  administrative  career.  In  the  other  provinces  there  has  never^  probably,  been  a 
single  governor  bom  in  the  country. 

In  lw7  there  was  created  a  council,  or  board  of  ultramar.  under  the  minister  of  the 
colonies.  Not  a  single  Cuban  has  ever  been  found  among  its  members.  On  the  othel 
hand,  such  men  as  Generals  Armifian  and  Pando  have  held  positions  in  it. 

The  predominance  of  the  Government  goes  further  stilL  It  weighs  with  all  it^ 
miffht  upon  the  local  corporations.  There  are  deputations  in  the  provinoes;,  and  not 
on^  are  their  powers  restricted  and  their  resources  scanty,  but  the  Govemor-Gennra] 
appoints  their  presidents  and  all  the  members  of  the  permanent  oommiasions.  Tlier< 
are  ''ayuntamientos"  elected  in  accordance  with  the  reactionary  law  of  1877,  restriGte<J 
and  curtailed  as  applied  to  Cuba  by  Sefior  Canovas.  But  the  Governor-Genera] 
appoints  the  mayors,  who  may  not  belong  to  the  corporation,  and  the  governor  oi 
the  provinoe  appoints  the  secretaries.  The  Government  reserves,  moreover^  th^ 
right  to  remove  the  mayors,  of  replacing  them,  and  of  suspending  the  oounoillon 
and  the  "ayuntamientos,"  partly  or  in  a  body.  It  has  frequently  mads  nse  or  thh 
right  for  electoral  purposes,  to  the  detriment  always  of  the  Cubans. 

As  may  be  seen,  the  crafty  policy  of  Spain  has  closed  every  avenue  throngh  wliiol 
redress  mieht  be  obtained.  All  the  powers  are  centered  in  the  Government  o| 
Madrid  and  its  delegates  in  the  colony:  and  in  order  to  give  her  despotism  a  slighl 
varnish  of  a  representative  regime  she  nas  contrived  witn  her  laws  to  secure  ooml 
plaisant  majorities  in  the  pseudoeleotive  bodies.    To  aocomplish  this  pnrposo  sb 
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!■  Cmba.  nns,  IbroQgh  the  isstmmentalitj  of  tbe  1ft w«  and  tho  Got- 
cranunty  a  regime  of  oaatee  baa  been  en  throned  there,  with  ita  outcome  of  niouupoliea, 
commtloD,  immorality,  and  hatreds  The  political  contest  there,  far  from  bein^  the 
frnitnil  elaah  of  opposite  idoaa.  or  the  opposition  of  men  repre»entin||  different  ten- 
deneifls,  but  all  aeekio^  a  aoeiaJ  Improvement,  has  been  only  a  atruKgle  between  hoe- 
tile  faetiona — ^tba  ooofiiet  between  infnriated  foes  which  precedes  an  open  war.  The 
Spaniah  naadent  haa  always  seen  a  threat  in  the  most  timid  protest  of  the  Cuban— 
an  attaek  upon  tbe  priTileged  position  on  which  his  fortane,  his  inlliience,  and  his 
power  am  graanded,  and  ha  is  always  willing  to  stifle  it  with  insult  and  perseoation. 

n. 

Wbat  nae  tbe  Spasiab  QoTemment  has  made  of  this  power  la  apparent  in  the  three- 
fold spoliation  to  which  it  has  submitted  the  iKland  ol  ('nba.  Spain  has  not,  in  fact, 
a  colonial  policy.  In  the  distant  lands  she  has  subdued  by  force  Spain  has  son^lit 
nothing  bvt  immediate  riehes,  and  these  it  has  wrung  by  might  from  the  rompuNnry 
labor  «f  the  nnttrea.  For  thu  reason  8i>ain  to-day  in  Cuba  in  only  u  paraHJto.  Spn in 
ezploita  the  Island  of  Cnba  through  its  fiscal  r<^gime,  through  itn  rttininorrial  rc;;iiiie, 
and  throngfa  itabureanoratic  regime.  Thcne  are  the  three  forms  of  oiiiuiul  spoliation, 
l>at  they  are  not  the  only  forms  of  spoliation. 

When  the  war  of  1878  came  to  an  end  two-thirds  of  the  island  were  coniplt^tely 
rained.  The  other  third,  the  population  of  which  had  remained  p(*ar(«tnl.  was 
abundantly  prodnctive;  but  it  nad  to  face  the  great  ecoiiomioal  chnnp>  involved 
in  the  impending  abolition  of  slavery.  Slavery  had  reteived  its  dfutliblow  at  the 
hands  of  tneinaorreotion,  and  Cuban  insurrectionists  succeeded  at  the  close  of  the  war 
in  seemins  its  erentaal  abolition.  Eridently  it  would  have  boon  a  wholosome  and 
prorident  polioT  to  lighten  the  fiscal  burdens  of  a  country  in  Huch  a  condition, 
^pain  was  only  bent  on  making  Cuba  pay  the  cost  of  tho  war.  The  metropol  in  over- 
wiialmed  the  colony  with  enormous  budj^ets,  reaching  as  hi^h  a  figure  as  $I«).(i(N),(N)0, 
and  this  only  to  cover  the  obligations  otthe  state,  or  rather  to  till  the  nntatlioniable 
imlf  left  by  the  wastefulness  and  plunder  of  the  civil  and  military  adminirttration 
daring  the  years  of  war,  and  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  military  occn])af  ion  of  the 
^vrantiy.  Here  follow  a  few  figures:  The  budget  for  the  fiscal  vo.ir  of  1S78  to  1S79 
amounted  to  $46,594,000;  that  of  1879  to  1880  to  an  equal  sum ;  that  of  1KH2  to  IKS^  to 
^i5.800,00O;  that  of  1883  to  1884  to  $34,180,000;  that  of  IHHi  to  IKSo  to  tbe  Miime  sum; 
that  of  1885  to  1886  to  $84,169,000.  For  the  remaining  years,  to  the  present  time,  the 
smoont  of  the  budget  haa  been  about  $26,000,000,  this  being  tbe  figure  for  18i>3  to 
1^^,  and  to  be  the  same  br  prorogation  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

The  gradnftl  redaction  that  may  he  noted  was  not  tlie  result  of  a  desire  to  reduce 
the  overwhelming  bnrdens  that  weigh  upon  the  country.  It  was  i  in  posted  by  necos- 
<^ity.  Cnba  was  not  able  bv  far  to  meet  such  a  monstrous  exaction.  It  was  a  con< 
tinnooa  and  threatening  deficit  that  imposed  these  reductions.  In  tlie  first  of  tho 
above-nftmed  yean  the  revenue  was  $8,000,000  short  of  the  budi^et  or  a)>pro[)ria- 
Tiona.  In  the  second  year  the  deficit  reached  the  sum  of  $'JO.0O0,0< k).  In  1  s.s:i  it  was 
nearly  $10,000,000.  In  the  following  years  the  deficits  averaued  nearly  $},r>(>(),()00. 
At  present  the  aoenmQlated  amount  of  all  these  deficits  reaches  tbe  suinof  .^10O.()(K).()t)0. 

As  a  eonseqnenee  of  such  a  reckless  and  senseless  financial  conme,  the  debt  of  Cuba 
Las  been  increased  to  a  fabulous  sum.  In  1868  we  owed  $2'-t,0()0,i)(K).  VViien  tlie  pres- 
ent war  bFroke  ont  onr  debt,  it  was  calculated,  reached  tho  net  sum  of  $1!K\0<J0,()()0. 
rtn  tlie  SIb%  of  July  of  the  current  year  the  Island  of  Cuba  was  reckoned  to  owe 
^1^^5,707,284  in  bulk.  Considering  its  population,  tbe  debt  of  Cuba  exceeds  that  of 
&il  the  other  American  oonntries,  including  the  United  States.  1  he  iutercHt  on  this 
doht  impoeea  a  burden  of  $8.79  on  each  inhabitant.  The  ]?>ench  people,  the  most 
orerbnrdened  in  this  respect,  owe  only  $6.30  per  inhnbitant. 

This  enormous  debL  contracted  and  saddled  upon  the  country  without  its  knowl- 
edge; this  heftvy  load  that  grinds  It  and  does  not  pormit  its  people  to  capitalize 
their  income,  to  foster  its  improvements,  or  even  to  entertain  its  induHtricH,  con- 
etitntee  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  forms  of  spolixtion  the  island  bus  to  bear.  In 
it  are  inclnded  m  debt  of  Spain  to  the  United  States;  the  expenses  incurred  by 
^paln  when  aheooenpied  Santo  Domingo;  thoee  for  tlie  invasion  of  Mexico  in  alii- 
&ocewith  France  and  England;  the  expenditures  for  Iter  hostilities  against  Peru; 
the  money  adTanoed  to  the  Spanish  treasury  during  its  recent  Carlist  wars;  and  all 
^hat  Spam  has  spent  to  uphold  its  domination  in  Cuba  and  to  cover  the  lavish 
expenditnree  of  its  administration  since  18()8.  Not  a  cent  of  this  enormous  sum 
bae  been  spent  in  Cnba  to  advance  the  work  of  improvement  and  civilization.  It 
ba«  not  eontribnted  to  build  a  single  kilometer  of  hi^'Iiway  or  of  railroad,  nor  to 
«rset  a  single  liKhUhonse  or  deepen  a  single  port;  it  has  not  built  one  asylum  or 
opened  one  pnbuc  school.  Such  a  heavy  burden  has  been  left  to  the  future  genera- 
tUHH  withoot  n  single  eompensation  or  benefit. 

Bot  the  naked  figures  of  the  Cuban  budgets  and  of  the  Cuban  debt  tell  very  little 
te  n^ipcd  t0  UmAt  ma  Importanoe  and  signihoation  as  maohines  to  sqneeae  out  the 
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mbatanoe  of  a  people's  labor.    It  is  necessary  to  examine  closer  the  detaib  of  tbes^ 
accounts  and  expenditures. 

Those  of  Cnba,  according  to  the  last  budgets  or  appropriations,  amount  to  $26,4  II  ^« 
814,  distribntecL  as  follows: 

General  obligations $12,884,549.56 

Department  of  justice  (courts,  etc.) 1,006,30&&I 

Department  of  war 5,918,598.16 

Department  of  the  treasury 727,892.4^ 

Department  of  the  nayy 1, 091,  968.  (>fi 

GoTcmment,  admin islaration 4,085,  07L4^ 

Interior  improyements  (fomento) 746,935.  IS 

There  are  in  Cuba  1,631,687  inhabitants  according  to  the  last  census,  that  of  18^7 
That  is  to  say,  that  this  budget  burdens  them  in  the  proportion  of  $16.18  for  eant] 
inhabitant.  The  Spaniards  in  Spain  pay  only  — 42.06  pesetas  per  head.  Bediicinj 
the  Cuban  dollars  to  pesetas  at  the  exchange  rate  of  $95  for  500  pesetaa.  ther^ 
results  that  the  Cubans  have  to  pay  a  tribute  of  85.16  pesetas  for  each  inhabitant  | 
more  than  double  the  amount  a  Spaniard  has  to  pay  in  his  European  country. 

As  shown  aboYc,  most  of  this  excessiye  burden  is  to  cover  entirely  nnprodoctiv^ 
expenditures.  The  debt  consumes  40.89  per  cent  of  the  total  amount.  The  defense 
of  the  oonntrv  against  its  own  native  inhabitants,  the  onfy  enemies  who  threatex 
Spain,  indudiDg  the  cost  of  the  army,  the  navy,  the  civil  guard,  and  the  gastrdian^ 
of  public  order,  takes  36.59  per  cent.  There  remains  for  all  the  other  expenditure^ 
required  by  civilized  life  22.52  per  cent. 

And  of  this  percentage  the  State  reserves  to  ns,  what  a  liberality  1  2.75  per  cent  U 
prepare  for  tne  future  and  develop  the  resources  of  the  country ! 

Let  us  see  now  what  Spain  has  done  to  permit  at  least  the  development  of  natnra 
wealth  and  the  industry  of  a  country  impoverished  by  this  fiscal  regime,  the  worl 
of  cupidity.  Incompetency,  and  immorality.  Let  us  see  whether  that  nation  has  lef^ 
at  least  some  vitality  to  Cuba,  in  order  to  continue  exploiting  it  with  some  profit. 

The  economical  organisation  of  Cuba  is  of  the  simplest  kind.  It  prodaces  t^ 
export,  and  imports  aunost  everything  it  consumes.  In  view  of  this,  it  is  evideu 
that  all  that  Cuba  required  from  the  State  was  that  it  should  not  hamper  its  worl 
with  excessive  burdens,  nor  hinder  its  commercial  relations;  so  that  it  conld  bn^ 
cheap  where  it  suited  her  and  sell  her  products  with  profit.  Spain  has  done  all  th^ 
contrary.  She  has  treated  the  tobacco  as  an  enemy;  she  has  loaded  the  sugar  wit] 
excessive  imposts;  she  has  shackled  with  excessive  and  abusive  excise  duties  the  cat 
tie- raising  industry;  and  with  her  legislative  doings  and  undoings  she  has  thri>w] 
obstaclesln  the  way  of  the  mining  industry.  And  to  cap  the  climax,  she  has  tiglitl* 
bound  Cuba  in  the  network  of  a  monstrous  tariff  and  a  commercial  legislation  whic] 
subjects  the  colony,  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century,  to  the  ruinous  monopolj 
of  the  producers  and  merchants  of  certain  regions  of  Spain,  as  in  the  halcyon  days  c 
the  oolonial  compact. 

The  district  which  produces  the  best  tobacco  in  the  world,  the  famoos  Vaelti 
Abi^o,  lacks  every  means  of  transportation  afforded  by  civilization  to  foster  an^ 
increase  the  value  of  its  products.  No  roads,  no  bridges,  or  even  ports,  are  fonni 
there.  The  state  in  Cuba  collects  the  taxes,  but  does  not  invest  them  for  the  heut 
fit  of  any  Industry.  On  the  other  hand,  those  foreign  countries  desirous  of  acc^uii 
ing  the  rich  tobacco-raising  industry  have  closed  their  markets  to  onr  privil«g<^ 
product  by  imposing  upon  it  excessive  import  duties,  while  the  Spanish  Govenunen 
burdens  its  exportation  from  onr  ports  with  a  duty  of  $1.80  on  every  thousand  oigan 
Is  this  not  a  stroke  of  actual  insanity  f 

Everybody  is  aware  of  the  tremendous  crisis  through  which  the  sugar  indnatri 
has  been  passing  for  some  years,  owing  to  the  rapid  development  of  the  prodnctioi 
of  this  article  everywhere.  Every  Government  has  hastened  to  protect  ita  own  b] 
more  or  less  empirical  measures.  This  is  not  the  place  to  judge  them.  VThat  \ 
important  is  to  recall  the  fact  that  they  have  endeavored  toplaoe  the  threatened 
industry  hi  the  best  condition  to  withstand  the  competition,  what  has  Spain  don«  i: 
order,  if  not  to  maintain  the  strong  position  held  before  by  Cuba,  at  least  to  enable  tb 
colony  to  carry  on  the  competition  with  its  every  day  more  formidable  rivals  f  Spai: 
pays  bounties  to  the  sugar  produced  within  its  own  territory,  and  closes  its  inarKe< 
to  the  Cuban  sugar  by  imposing  upon  it  an  import  duty  of  $6.20  per  hundred  kil< 
grams.  It  has  been  calculated  that  a  hundredweight  of  Cnban  sn^ar  is  overUuj 
dened  when  reaching  the  Barcelona  market  with  143  per  cent  of  its  value,  Tfa 
Spanish  Qovemment  oppresses  the  Cuban  producer  with  every  kind  of  exaotioni 
tfOLcs  the  introdnotion  of  the  machinery  that  is  indispensable  for  the  production  i 
sugar,  ebstmots  its  transportatiou  by  imposing  heavy  taxes  on  the  railroade.  an 
winds  np  the  work  by  exacting  another  contribution  called  "industrial  duty,''  aa 
•till  another  for  loading  or  shipping,  which  is  equivalent  to  an  export  dutv* 

As  a  last  stroke,  SpiJn  hasreenforced  the  commercial  laws  of  June  SO  and  July  3^ 
lfi83|  TtrtoaUy  olosing  the  ports  of  Cuba  to  foreign  oommoroe^  and  aatablishiac  tl| 


AFFAIRS  IK  CUBA.  23 

monopoly  «f  the  poniuBnlar  prodaoeis,  without  any  compenBation  to  the  colon j .  The 
apparent  objeet  of  these  laws  was  to  establish  the  "oabotaje"  (coasting  trade) 
between  Cnba  and  S]^ ain.  By  the  fonner  all  the  Caban  prodacts  were  admitted  free 
of  duty  in  the  Spanish  Peninsula,  excepting,  however,  the  tobacco,  mm,  sugar, 
ooooa^  and  coffee,  which  remained  temporarily  burdened.  By  the  latter  the  duties 
on  the  la^ortations  fropi  Spain  in  Cuba  were  to  be  gradually  reduced  through  a 
period  of  ten  years,  until,  in  1892,  they  were  enti^ly  abolished.  The  result, 
howeyer,  has  been  that  the  temporary  duties  on  the  principal,  almost  the 
only,  Cuban  products  have  remained  undisturbed  until  now,  and  the  duties 
on  the  Spanish  products  hare  disappeared.  The  "cabotage"  (coasting  trade) 
is  carried  on  from  Spain  to  Cuba,  but  not  from  Cuba  to  Spain.  The  Spanish 
products  pay  no  duties  in  Cuba;  the  Cuban  products  pay  heayy  duties  in  Spain. 
As  at  the  same'  time  the  differential  tariffs  which  oyerburdened  with  excessive 
dutiea  the  foreign  products  have  been  retained,  the  unavoidable  consequence  has 
been  to  give  the  Cuban  market  entirely  to  the  Peninsula  producers.  In  order  to 
have  an  idea  ae  to  how  £w  the  monopoly  of  Spain  goes,  it  will  be  snfQcient  to  point 
to  the  fftot  that  the  burdens  which  many  of  the  foreign  articles  have  to  bear  exceed 
2,000  and  even  2,300  per  cent,  as  compared  with  thoseborne  by  the  Spanish  products. 
Chie  hundred  kilograms  of  cotton  prints  pay  a  duty,  if  Spanish,  of  $26.65 ;  if  foreign, 
947.26.  One  hnn£ed  kiloflrams  of  knitted  goods  pay,  if  from  Spain,  $10.95;  if  from 
a  foreign  country,  $195.  One  thousand  kilograms  of  bags  for  sugar,  when  they  are 
or  are  represented  to  be  Spanish,  pAy  $4.69;  if  from  other  country,  $82.50.  One  hun- 
dred kilograms  of  oaasimere^  if  it  is  a  Spanish  product,  pay  $15.47;  if  foreign,  $300. 

Still,  ix  Spain  was  a  flourishing  industrial  country,  ana  produced  the  principal 
artidee  rcN^nired  by  Cnba  for  the  consumption  of  its  people,  or  for  developing  and 
fostering  its  industries,  the  evil,  although  always  great,  would  be  a  lesser  one.  But 
everybody  knows  the  backwardness  of  the  Spanish  industries,  and  the  inability  of 
Sp^n  to  supply  Cnba  with  the  products  she  requires  for  her  consumption  and  indus- 
tries. The  unbans  have  to  consume  or  use  Spanish  articles  of  inferior  quality  or 
p^  «xorbitant  prices  for  foreign  goods.  The  Spanish  merchants  have  found,  more- 
over, a  new  source  of  fraud  in  the  application  of  these  antiquated  and  iniquitous  laws ; 
it  oonsista  in  nationalizing^  foreign  products  for  importation  into  Cnba. 

Aa  the  mainspring  of  this  senseless  commercial  policy  is  to  support  the  monopoly 
of  Spanish  commerce,  when  Spain  has  been  compelled  to  deviate  from  it  to  a  certain 
extent  hj  an  international  treaty,  it  has  done  so  reluctantiiy  and  in  the  anxious 
expectation  of  an  opportunity  to  nulli^  its  own  promises.  This  explains  the  acci- 
dental history  of  tiie  reciprocity  treaty  with  the  United  States,  which  was  received 
with  joy  by  Oiba,  obstructed  by  the  Spanish  administration,  and  prematurely 
abollaned  by  the  Spanish  Government  as  soon  as  it  saw  an  opportunity. 

The  injury  done  to  Cuba,  and  the  evil  effects  produced  by  this  commercial  legisla- 
ticB,  are  b^ond  calculation;  its  effects  have  been  material  losses  which  have  engen- 
derea  profound  discontent.  The  "Circulo  de  Hacendados  y  Agricultores,"  the 
wealthiest  corporation  of  ti^e  Island,  last  year  passed  Judgment  on  these  commer- 
cM  laws  in  the  following  severe  terms : 

"It  would  be  impossilue  to  explain,  should  the  attempt  be  made,  what  is  the  sig- 
nifieation  of  the  present  oommercial  laws  as  regards  any  economical  or  political 
plan  or  system;  because,  economically^  they  aim  at  the  destruction  of  pubUc  wealth, 
and,  politically,  they  aretiie  cause  of  inextinguishable  discontent,  and  contain  the 
gcarnui  ot  ^rave  dissensions.^ 

Bat  Spam  has  not  taken  heed  of  this ;  her  only  care  has  been  to  keep  the  producers 
and  merchants  of  such  rebellious  provinces  as  Catalonia  contented,  and  to  satisfy 
its  militarjr  men  and  bureaucrats. 

For  the  latter  is  reserved  the  best  part  of  the  booty  taken  from  Cuba.  High  sal- 
ariee  and  the  power  of  extortion  for  tne  officeholders  sent  to  the  colony ;  regular  trib- 
ntee  for  the  politicians  who  uphold  them  in  the  metropolis.  The  Govemor-Qeneral  is 
paid  a  salary  of  $60,000,  in  addition  to  a  palace,  a  country  house  as  a  summer  resort, 
eerrants,  coiMshea,  and  a  fhnd  for  secret  expenses  at  his  disposal.  The  director- 
general  of  the  treasury  receives  a  salaxy  of  $18,500.  The  archbishop  of  Santiago  and 
the  bishop  of  Havana,  $18^000  each.  The  commander-general  of  the  ''Apostadero" 
(naral  station),  $16,892.  The  general  segundo  cabo  (second  in  conmiand  of  the 
XslaDd),  and  the  president  of  the  "  audienoia,''  $15,000  each.  The  governor  of  Havana 
and  the  secretair  of  the  General  Government,  $8,000  each.  The  postmaster-general, 
15,0001  The  collector  for  the  Havana  custom-house,  $4,000.  The  manager  of  lotter- 
iee,  the  same  salary.  The  chief  clerks  of  administration  of  the  first  class  receive 
i5,000  each;  thoae  of  the  second  dass,  $4,000,  and  those  of  the  third  class,  $3,000 
eaeh.  The  m^or-geneBals  are  paid  $7,500;  the  brigadier-generals,  $4,500,  and  wnen 
la  oomnuuid,  $d^O0B:  the  colonels,  $3,460,  and  this  salary  is  increased  when  they  are 
la  scmmand  of  a  legimentb  The  captains  of  '*  navlo  "  (the  largest  men-of-war)  receive 
•6.900:  tiM  oaptiOns  of  frigate,  $4,560;  the  lieutenants  of  '^navlo"  of  the  the  first 
IM^*    ^^  theae  fuetioiiarias  are  entitled  to  free  lodgings  and  domestio  sarr- 
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ants.    Then  foIlowB  tbe  nnmberless  crowd  of  minor  officials,  all  vsU  pvovidfid  ftr. 
and  with  great  &cilities  better  to  provide  for  themselves. 

At  the  office  of  the  minister  of  ''nltramar"  (of  the  colonies),  who  reudes  in 
Madrid,  and  to  whom  $96,800  a  vear  are  assigned  from  ^e  treasunr  of  Cnba — at  that 
office  begins  the  saturnalia  in  which  the  Spanish  boreaacxats  indulge  with  the  riohee 
of  Cuba.  Sometimes  through  incapacity,  but  more  frequently  for  ploDder,  the 
money  exacted  from  the  Cuoan  taxpayers  is  unscrupufously  and  irretponsibly 
squandered.  It  has  been  demonstratea  that  the  debt  of  Cuba  has  been  increased  id 
$50,232,500  through  Minister  Fabid's  incapacity.  At  the  time  this  minister  was  in 
power  the  Spanish  Bank  disposed  of  twenly  millions  from  the  Cuban  treasury,  which 
were  to  be  carried  in  account  current  at  the  disposal  of  the  minister  for  the  famous  oper- 
ation of  wlthdrawingthe  nax>er  currency.  Cuba  paid  the  interest  on tiiese  millions,  and 
continued  paying  it  all  the  time  they  were  utilized  by  the  bank.  Minister  Boroero 
Babledo  took  at  one  time  (in  1892)  $1,000,000  belon^ng  to  the  treasury  of  CabA  from 
the  vaults  of  the  Bank  of  Spain,  and  lent  it  to  the  Transatlantic  Company,  of  which 
he  was  a  stockholder.  This  was  done  in  defiance  of  law  and  without  any  aathori- 
cation  whatever.  The  minister  was  threatened  with  prosecution,  but  he  haughtily 
replied  that,  if  prosecuted,  all  his  predecessors  from  every  political  party  would 
have  to  accompany  him  to  the  court.    That  threat  came  to  nothing. 

In  June  of  1890  there  was  a  scandalous  debate  in  the  Spanish  Cortes,  in  which 
some  of  the  frauds  committed  upon  the  Cuban  treasury  were,  not  for  the  nrsi  time, 
brought  to  light.  It  was  then  made  public  that  $6,500,000  had  been  abstracted  from 
the  "c8|1a  de  dep6sitos,"  notwithstanding  that  the  safe  was  looked  with  three 
keys,  and  each  one  was  in  the  possession  of  a  different  functionary.  Then  it  was 
known  that,  under  the  pretext  of  false  vouchers  for  transportation  and  fictitious 
bills  for  provisions,  during  the  nrevious  war,  defalcations  had  been  found  afterwards 
amounting  to  $22,811,516.  In  the  month  of  March  of  the  same  year  Q^ieral  Pando 
affirmed  that  the  roboeries  committed  through  the  issue  of  warrants  by  ULe  "Junta 
de  la  denda"  (board  of  public  debt)  exceeded  the  sum  of  $12,000,000. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  most  salient  facts.  The  large  numoer  of  milliozui  men- 
tioned above  represent  only  an  insignificant  part  of  what  a  venal  administration,  sure 
of  impunity,  exacts  from  Cuban  labor.  The  network  of  srtful  schemes  to  cheat  the 
Cuban  taxpayer  and  defraud  the  State  covers  everything.  Falsification  of  docu- 
ments, embezzlement  of  revenues,  bargains  with  delinquent  debtors,  exaction  of 
higher  dues  from  inexperienced  peasants,  delays  in  the  dispatch  of  judicial  proceed- 
ing in  order  to  obtain  a  more  or  less  considerable  gratuity :  such  are  the  artful  means 
daily  employed  to  empty  the  i>urse  of  the  taxpayer  and  to  divert  the  public  funds  into 
the  pockets  of  the  functionaries. 

These  disgracefhl  transactions  have  more  than  once  been  brought  out  to  light; 
more  than  once  have  the  prevaricators  been  pointed  out.  Is  there  any  record  of  any 
of  them  having  ever  been  punished  t 

In  August  of  1887  General  Marin  entered  the  custom-house  of  Havana  at  the  head 
of  a  military  force,  besieged  and  occupied  it,  investigated  the  operations  carried  on 
there,  and  discharged  every  employee.  The  act  caused  a  great  stir,  but  not  a  siDgls 
one  of  the  officials  was  indicted  or  suffered  a  further  punishment.  There  irere^  in 
ISBlf  850  officials  indicted  in  Cuba  for  committing  fraud;  not  one  of  ttiem  was 
punished. 

But  how  could  they  be  punished  f  Every  official  who  comes  to  Cuba  has  an  Influ- 
ential patron  in  the  court  of  Madrid  for  whose  protection  he  i^ays  with  regalaiity. 
This  is  a  public  secret.  General  Salamanca  gave  it  out  in  plam  words,  and  before 
and  after  General  Salamanca  all  Spain  knew  and  knows  it.  The  politieal  leaden 
are  well  known  who  draw  the  highest  income  from  the  officeholders  of  Cnba,  who 
are,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  most  fervent  advocates  of  the  necessi^  of  Bpanish 
rule  in  Cuba.  But  Sjpanish  bureaucracy  is  moreover  so  deep-rooted  in  Spun  thaS 
it  has  succeeded  in  shielding  itself  even  against  the  action  or  the  courts  of  JnstiooL 
There  is  a  royal  decree  (that  of  1882)  in  force  in  Cuba,  which  provides  tnat  the 
ordinary  courts  can  not  take  cognizance  of  such  offenses  as  defalcation,  abstraotton 
or  malversation  of  public  frmds,  forgery,  etc.,  committed  bv  officials  of  the  adminis- 
tration, if  their  guilt  is  not  first  established  by  an  administrative  iavestigatioo. 
The  administration  is,  therefore,  its  own  Judge.  What  further  aeoiizltgr  iSm  tba 
oorrupt  officeholder  needf 

m. 

We  have  shown  that  notwithstanding  the  promises  of  Spain  and  the  oalaaaible 
ohangea  introduced  in  the  government  of  Cuba  since  1878,  the  Spaniards  from  Europe 
have  governed  and  ruled  exclusively  in  Cuba,  and  have  continued  exploiting  it  until 
they  have  mined  the  country.  Can  this  tyrannical  system  he  jns^ned  bf  aay  kind 
of  benefits  that  might  oompensate  for  the  deprivation  of  actual  power  of  whuih  tlie 
natives  of  the  oolony  complain f  More  than  one  despotio  govammsni  has  Med  to 
Juatiiy  itialf  with  the  material  prosperity  it  has  fostered,  or  with  the  mMj  U  has 
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iMsnd  l»  Hi  attlsaif,  vt  wUh  the  liberty  it  Iim  given  to  eertain  manifestmtioiui  of 
4nliMd  iiib.  Lat  sb  aee  whether  Ihe  Cabana  aie  indebted  to  the  iron  goyemmeot 
of  Spnin  lor  Aoy  of  tbeae  eompenaating  blf*88inga. 

PWMoal  aafetjr  ia  »  myth  unooK  w*  Oatlawa,  ••  well  no  men  of  law»  have  die- 
poMd  at  will  otf  the  prcfperty,  the  peaee,  and  the  lifo  of  the  inhabitanto  of  Cuba. 
TIm  drfl  soard  (armed  police),  far  from  being  the  gnardiana,  have  be<)n  the  terror 
of  the  CnSaa  peaoanta*  Wherevor  thejr  paoa  they  eaooe  an  alarm  by  the  brutal  ill 
treatmoit  to  whioh  they  anbmit  the  inhaoitanto,  who  in  many  casee  fly  from  their 
bomea  at  their  approach.  Under  the  moot  trifling  pretext  they  beat  on  mercifully  the 
d«ff«oBeleMa  eoQD toymen,  and  very  frequently  they  have  killed  thoee  they  were  oon- 
miDg  under  acreat.  Theae  ou  tragea  beeame  so  notoriooa  that  the  comman ( I er  in  chief 
of  tbe  civil  gnard,  Brigadier-General  Denia,  had  to  iaone  aeironlar  in  which  he  declared 
Uist  hii  aBboffdinateo.  ''nnder  pretext  of  obtaining  confidential  information,  r(>eorted 
toTiolent  meaanxea,'' and  that  ''the  caoeo  ate  very  frequent  in  which  individuals 
aneoted  by  foroea  of  tbe  eorpa  attenmt  to  eaeape,  and  the  keepera  find  themselves 
is  the  neeesaity  of  making  nae  of  their  weapons.''  What  the  above  doclaratious 
■i^Dily  ia  evidaat,  notwit&tanding  the  enphemiams  of  the  official  languaf^e.  The 
object  of  thia  cironlar  waa  to  pat  a  stop  to  tiiieee  excesses;  it  bears  the  date  of  1H83. 
Bat  the  atate  of  things  continned  the  same.  In  1886  the  watering  place  of  Mndrufta, 
OM  of  the  moat  frequented  snmmer  reoorta  in  the  island,  witnessed  the  outrageous 
Attacks  of  Lieatenant  Sainx.  In  1887  oeonned  the  stirring  trial  of  the  "compunte/' 
owuMJoned  by  tbe  i^iplication  of  torture  to  the  brothers  Arnca,  and  within  a  few  days 
vers  recorded  in  the  neighborhood  of  Havana  the  oases  of  Serior  Riverou,  who  was 
^bbed  in  Govaa  by  individnala  of  the  pnblio  foroe:  of  Don  Manuel  Martinez  Meran 
aod  Don  Franoisoo  GalaHena;,  who  were  beaten,  the  former  in  Caluba/ar,  and  the 
lattsr  In  Tagpif^ay;  of  Don  Joo^  Felipe  Canoea,  who  narrowly  escaped  being  ninr- 
d«ied  in  San  Mieolaa,  and  ai  a  leoidant  «f  Ceiba  Moeha,  whom  the  civil  guard  drove 
&OIB  his  home. 

This  was  far  from  the  wont.  In  the  verv  center  of  Havana,  in  the  Camp  de  Marte, 
ftpfrifloner  waa  killed  by  his  gnardo,  and  the  shooting  at  Amarillas  and  tue  rourdtrs 
At  Puentea  Glrandes  and  Alqnfxar  are  deeds  of  woful  fame  in  the  country.  The 
itdiainistratioii  of  Gencnd  Prendergast  haa  left  a  sorrowful  recollection  for  the  fre- 
qaencv  with  which  prisoners  who  attempted  to  eocape  were  shot  down. 

While  the  ttimed  police  force  were  beating  and  mnrdering  peaceful  inhabitants, 
the  highwaymen  were  allowed  to  escape  nnscathed  to  devantate  the  country  at  tiioir 
)lea8iiTe.  Although  three  milliono  are  assigned  in  the  budget  to  the  Hervice  of  pub- 
ic safety,  tbeire  are  districts,  ondi  as  the  Province  of  Puerto  Frfncipe,  where  its 
inhabitanta  have  had  to  arm  themselves  and  undertake  the  puntuit  of  the  bandits. 
Thscase  haa  ocenrred  of  an  anny  of  6.000  or  6,000  troops  being  sent  to  purHue  a 
bandfol  of  highwaymen  within  a  small  territorv  without  succeeding  in  capturing 
tliem.  Meanwhile  n  special  bnrean  waa  eotablished  in  Havana  for  the  proHecution 
of  highwayman,  and  labnlona  anmo  were  spent  by  it.  The  best  the  Governmont 
nocMded  in  doing  waa  to  bargain  with  a  bandit,  and  deceive  and  kill  him  after- 
wards on  board  the  ateamer  BaldiOintro  Igle$ku  in  the  bav  of  Havana. 

Kevertheleaa,  the  existeuee  of  highwaymen  has  oerved  as  a  pretext  to  curtail  the 
joriodietien  of  the  ordinary  conrta  and  submit  the  Cubans  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
«Mirti.martinL  eontrarv  to  the  constitution  of  the  state,  which  had  already  been 
pToelaimed.  In  faet,  the  ooda  of  military  laws  (codigo  de  justioia  militar)  provides 
that  the  offenses  agminat  persona  and  the  means  of  transportation,  as  well  as  arson, 
vhsn  committed  in  the  provinoea  of  nltramar  (the  colonies)  and  the  possessions  of 
AAica  and  Oeeanioa,  be  tried  by  conrt-martial. 

It  is  tme,  however,  than  an  explicit  legal  text  waa  not  necessary  for  tbe  Govern- 
ffiot  to  nnllity  the  preoepts  of  tne  constitution.  This  was  promulgated  in  Cuba, 
with  a  prenmble  providing  that  the  Governor-General  and  his  delegates  should 
K^taia  ua  name  powera  &ey  had  belbra  its  promulgation.  The  baniHhment  of 
Cubsna  havo  conlinned  after  aa  before  aaid  promulgation.  In  December  of  1891 
tbere  waa  a  strike  of  wharf  laborers  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Clara.  To  end  it  the 
governor  eaptnred  the  strikers  Mid  baniahed  them  en  masse  to  tbe  Island  of  Finos. 

The  deportations  for  political  offenaea  have  not  been  discontinued  in  Cuba,  and 
Althongh  il  la  atated  that  no  exeentiona  for  political  ofl'euses  have  taken  place  since 
1^  it  ia  boeanse  the  Government  haa  resorted  to  the  more  simple  ex])edient  of 
M^minatton.  (General  Polavieja  hysa  declared  with  utmost  coolness  that  in  Decem- 
^  of  1860  ha  bad  265  pereonsoeiaad  in  Onba,  Palma,  San  Luis,  Soogo,  ttuantilnamo, 
*Ad  Sagnn  da  nnamo,  and  transported  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  hour  to  the 
African  Xalnad  of  Fernando  Po.  At  the  close  of  the  insurrection  of  1879-^  it  was 
ft  ftmrntni  aoenmnce  for  the  Government  to  send  to  tbe  penal  colonies  of  Africa 
^  Cabana  wba  had  capitulated.  The  treachery  of  which  Gen.  Jo8<^  Maceo  was  a 
^<tiBi  oaxnoa  oa  to  the  darkeat  timaa  of  the  war  of  Flandera  and  the  conquest  of 
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Cnba  raeana  wHh  homr  the  dreadful  assassination  of  Brig.  Gen.  Arcadio  Leyte 
Viaal,  pocpa^ated  in  fta  Bay  of  Nipe  in  September  of  1879.    War  had  Jnat  broken 
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J  mew  in  ih«  Mstem  departinAnt.    Brig.  Qon.  Leyte  Tidal  rMld«d  in  Mnyari, 
■ed  by  the  solemn  piomiAe  of  the  Spaniflh  commander  in  chief  of  that  sone  that 
Duld  not  be  molested.    One  month  had  not  elapsed  since  the  npiinng,  however, 
I  having  gone  to  Nipe,  he  was  invited  by  tilie  commander  of  the  gnnboat  AUrma 
Ice  dinner  on  board.   Ley  te  V idal  went  on  board  the  gunboaly  bnt  never  retomed. 
ras  strangled  in  a  boat  by  three  sailors,  and  his  corpse  was  cast  into  the  sea. 
villainons  deed  was  committed  in  compliance  with  an  order  from  the  Spanish 
general,  Polaviej a.   Francisco  Leyte  Yidal,  a  oonsin  to  Arcadio,  miracnlonsly  eacaped 
the  same  tragic  fate. 
The  mysterious  deaths  of  Cnbans  who  had  capitnl»ted  long  before  have  been  ft«. 

2nent  in  Cuba.    To  one  of  these  deaths  was  dne  the  uprising  of  Tunas  de  Bsyamo 
11879. 

If  the  personal  safety  of  the  CnbanSy  in  a  period  which  the  Spaniards  would  depict 
with  brilliant  colors,  continues  at  the  mercy  of  their  mlers,  who  are  Aliens  in  the 
country  both  by  birth  and  in  ideas,  have  the  Cubans'  honor  and  properly  any  better 
safeguard  f  Is  the  administration  of  j  nstioe  good,  or  even  endnraDle  T  The  very  idea 
of  a  lawsuit  frightens  every  honest  Cuban.  Nobody  trusts  tiie  honesty  or  independ- 
ence of  the  Judges.  Despite  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  without  warrant  and 
for  indefinite  time,  impnaonments  are  most  common  in  Cuba.  The  magistrates  can 
tighten  or  loosen  the  elastic  meshes  of  the  Judicial  proceedings.  They  know  well 
that  if  they  curry  favor  with  the  (Government  they  can  do  anything  without  incur- 
ring responsibility.  Tfa^  consider  themselves,  and  without  thinking  it  a  diagrace^ 
as  mere  political  tools.  The  presidents  and  attorneys-general  of  the  "  audienoias  " 
receive  tneir  instructions  at  the  captain-generars  office.  Twice  have  the  governors 
of  Cuba  aimed  at  establishing  a  special  tribunal  to  deal  with  the  offenses  of  the  press, 
thereby  undermining  the  constitution.  Twice  has  this  s]pecial  tribunal  been  estab- 
lished. More  than  once  has  a  straightforward  and  impartial  Judge  been  found  to  try 
a  case  in  which  the  interests  of  influential  people  were  involved.  On  such  oooaaions 
tJie  straightforward  judge  has  been  replaced  by  a  special  judge. 

In  a  country  where  money  is  wastefully  spent  to  support  a  civil  and  militar 
bureaucracy  the  appropri  atlon  for  the  adminisfration  of  justice  does  not  reach  $500,000. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  sales  of  stamped  paper  constitute  a  revenue  of  $760,000.  Thus 
the  State  derives  a  pecuniary  profit  from  its  administration  of  justice. 

Is  it,  then^  a  wondsr  that  the  reforms  that  have  been  attempted  by  establlahing 
lower  and  higher  courts  to  take  cognizance  of  criminal  cases,  and  by  introdnciog 
oral  and  public  trials  should  not  have  contributed  in  the  least  to  improve  the  admin- 
istration  of  j  ustice  f  Onerous  services  have  been  exacted  from  people  witiiont  proper 
compensation  as  gratuitous  services.  The  Government,  so  splendidly  liberal  when 
its  own  expenses  are  in  question,  haggles  for  the  last  cent  when  dealing  with  troly 
useful  and  reproductive  services. 

Is  the  Cuban  compensated  for  his  absolute  deprivation  of  |>olitical  power,  the  fiscal 
extortions^  and  the  monstrous  deficiencies  of  judicial  administration  by  the  material 
prosperity  of  his  country  f  No  man  acquainted  with  the  intimate  relationB  which 
exist  between  the  fiscal  regime  of  a  country  and  its  economical  system  will  believe 
that  Cuba,  crushed  as  it  is,  by  unreasonable  budgets  and  an  enormous  debt,  can  be 
rich.  The  income  of  Cuba  in  the  most  prosperous  times  has  been  calculated  at$80,- 
000,000.  The  state,  provincial,  and  municipal  charges  take  mneh  more  than  40  pec 
cent  of  this  amount.  This  fact  explains  itself.  We  need  not  draw  any  inferences 
therefrom.  Let  us  confine  ourselves  to  casting  a  glance  over  the  aspect  preaented  by 
the  agricultural,  industrial,  and  real  estate  interests  in  Cuba  atthe  neginningof  ths 
present  year. 

Despite  the  prodigious  efforts  made  by  private  individnals  to  extend  the  cnlttva* 
tion  of  the  sugar  cane  and  to  raise  the  sugar-making  industry  to  the  plane  it  hm 
reached,  both  the  colonists  and  the  proprietors  of  the  sugar  plantations  and  the  aogai 
mills  (centrales)  are  on  the  brink  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  In  selline  the  ontpni 
they  knew  that  they  would  not  get  sufficient  means  to  cover  the  cost  of  keeping  and 
repairingtheir  colonies  and  sugar  mills.  There  is  not  a  single  agrieultnial  bank  ii 
Cuba.  The  "hacendado"  (planter,  landowner)  had  toieenrto  nsnriona  loans  and 
to  pay  18  and  20  per  cent  for  the  sums  which  they  borrowed.  Not  long  ago  ther^ 
existed  in  Havana  the  Spanish  Bank,  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  the  Indumial  Bank^ 
the  Bank  of  St.  Joseph,  the  Bank  of  the  Alliance,  the  Bank  of  ICMitime  Insurancea 
and  the  Savings  Bank.  Of  these  there  remain  to-day  only  the  Spanish  Bank,  whlol 
has  been  converted  into  a  vast  State  office,  and  the  Bank  of  Commeroe,  whioh  ewd 
its  existence  to  the  railways  aad  warehouses  it  possesses.  None  ^  theae  give  aa^ 
aid  to  the  sugar  industry. 

The  cigar-making  industry,  which  was  In  such  flonriahing  condition  a  short  tixel 
ago,  has  fidlsa  so  Tow  that  fears  are  entertained  that  it  mar  emigrate  eatfarsly  fri 
Cuba.     The  weekly  El  Tabaco  came  to  the  conclusion  tiiat  the  enertadon 
cigars  from  Cuba  would  cease  entirely  within  six  yean.    From  1889  ta  1884  the 
tdon  fr«n  the  port  of  Havana  had  decreMed  V  11^800,000  eigan. 
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Cltr  t9td  flBimto  ham  fUl«&  to  one-bnlf  and  in  some  eim  to  ODO^tblTd  the  raliie  it 
had  Mfore  1884.  A  building  in  Havana  which  waa  erected  at  a  eoat  af  fBOO|000  was 
sold  in  1883  for  $120,000. 

Stoeka  aad  bonda  tell  the  Moie  story.  Almost  all  of  them  lie  quoted  in  HaTana 
with  heavy  dtseonnta. 

Hm  eanse  of  the  rain  of  Cnba,  despite  her  sugar  ontpnt  of  1,000,000  tons  and 
her  rast  tobacco  fields^  cao'be  easily  explained.  Cuba  does  not  oapi  tallze,  and  it  doon 
nos  capitalize  because  the  fiscal  r<^^ime  imposed  npon  the  country  does  not  permit 
it.  Toe  money  derived  from  its  lari;e  expor  rations  does  not  return  either  in  the  form 
of  importatlonB  of  goods  or  of  cash.  It  remains  abroad  to  pay  the  interest  of  its 
huge  debt,  to  cover  the  incessant  remittances  of  f^inds  by  the  Spaniards  who  hasten 
to  aend  tiielr  earnings  out  of  t))e  country,  to  pay  from  our  treasury  the  pensioners 
who  lire  in  8i»ain,  and  to  meet  the  drafts  forwarded  by  ereiy  mail  from  Cuba  by  the 
Spaniarda  aa  a  tribute  to  their  political  patrons  in  the  metropolis,  and  to  help  their 
femlHea. 

Cuba  pays  $3,192^795  in  pensions  to  those  on  the  retired  Ust  and  to  superannuated 
officials  not  m  semt^e.  Most  of  this  money  is  exported.  The  first  chapters  of  the 
Cuban  budget  imply  the  exportation  of  over  $10,600,000.  Cuba  pays  a  eubsidy  of 
$471,836.68  to  the  Transatlantic  Company.  It  would  be  impossible  to  calculate  the 
smount  of  money  taken  out  of  Cuba  by  private  individuals:  but  this  constant  expor- 
tation of  capital  signifies  that  nobody  is  contented  in  Cuba  and  that  everybody 
BEzstrnsts  its  future.  The  consequence  is  that  notwithstanding  t^s  apparently 
favorable  commercial  balance  excnange  is  constantly  and  to  a  high  degree  against 
Cuba. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  Cuba  labors  and  strives  to  be  on  the  same  plane  as  its  most 
progreasiTe  competitors,  this  is  the  work  of  her  own  people,  who  do  not  mind  any 
laerifteea;  but  tne  Government  cares  little  or  nothing  about  securing  to  the  eount^ 
such  means  of  farthering  its  development  as  are  consigned  In  the  budget  undw  the 
head  of  "Fomento." 

And  now,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war,  Spain  finds  that,  although  ths 
appn^iriations  consigned  in  our  budgets  since  1878  amount  to  nearly  $500,000,000, 
not  a  single  military  road  has  been  built,  no  fortiflcations,  no  hospitals,  and 
thiae  ia  no  material  of  war.  The  State  has  not  provided  even  for  its  own 
defense.  In  view  of  this  fact,  nobody  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  a  country  670 
kilometetra  long,  with  an  area  of  118,833  square  kilometers,  has  only  246^  linealkUo- 
meteia  of  high  roads,  and  these  almost  exclusively  in  the  province  of  Havana.  In 
that  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  there  are  9  kilometers;  in  Puerto  Principe  and  Las  Villas 
not  a  single  one.  Cuba  has  3,506  kilometers  of  seashore  and  54  ports ;  only  16  of  these 
are  open  to  commerce.  In  the  labyrinth  of  keys,  snud  banks,  and  breakers  adjacent 
to  our  coasts  there  are  only  19  light-houses  of  all  classes.  Many  of  our  ports,  some 
of  the  best  among  them,  are  filling  up.  The  coasting  steamers  can  hardly  pass  the 
bars  at  the  entrance  of  the  ports  of  Nuevitas,  Qibara,  Baracoa,  and  Santiago  ae  Cuba. 
Private  parties  have  sometimes  been  willing  to  remedy  these  evils;  but  then  the  cen- 
tral admmistratiQn  has  interfered,  and  after  years  of  red  tape  things  have  remained 
wone  than  before.  In  the  course  of  twentv-eight  years  only  139  kilometers  of  high- 
roads were  built  in  Cuba ;  2  first-class  light-houses  were  erected,  3  of  the  second 
class,  and  1  of  the  fourth  class,  3  beacon  lights  and  2  port  lights :  246  meters  of  wharf 
were  bnilt,  and  a  few  ports  were  superficially  cleaned  and  their  shoals  marked.  This 
was  alL  On  the  other  hand,  the  department  of  public  works  consumes  unlimited 
miUlona  in  salaries  and  in  repairs. 

The  neglect  of  public  hygiene  in  Cuba  is  proverbial.  The  technical  commission 
sent  by  the  United  States  to  Havana  to  study  the  yellow  fever  declared  that  the  port  of 
the  eapital  of  Cuba,  owing  to  the  inconceivable  filth,  is  a  permanent  source  of  infec- 
tion, against  which  it  is  necessary  to  take  precautions.  There  is  in  Havana,  how- 
ever a  ''jontade  puerto'^  (board  of  port  wardens)  which  collects  dues  and  spends 
them  wiui  the  same  munificence  as  the  other  bureaucratic  centers. 

Does  the  Government  favor  us  more  in  the  matter  of  education f  It  will  suffice  to 
state  that  only  $182,000  are  assigned  to  public  instruction  in  our  splendid  budget. 
And  it  may  be  proved  that  the  University  of  Havana  is  a  source  of  pecuniary  profit 
to  the  State.  On  the  other  hand,  this  mstitntion  is  without  laboratories,  instru- 
ments, and  eren  without  water  to  carrr  on  experiments.  All  the  countries  of  America, 
excepting  Bolivia,  all  of  them,  including  Haiti,  Jamaica,  Trinidad,  and  Guadalupe, 
^bere  the  colored  race  predominates,  spend  a  great  deal  more  than  the  Cuban 
^sovemment  for  the  education  of  the  people.  On  the  other  hand,  only  Chile 
spends  aa  much  as  Cnba  for  the  support  of  an  army.  In  view  of  this  H  is  easily 
explained  why  76  per  cent  of  such  an  intellip^ent  ana  wide-awake  people  as  that  of 
Cnba  eaa  not  read  and  write.  The  most  necessary  instruction  among  us,  the  tech- 
nlesl  sad  faidnstrial,  does  not  exist.  The  careers  and  professions  most  needed  by 
nodstn  eiTilisstion  are  not  cultivsted  in  Cuba.  In  order  to  become  a  topographer, 
a  flimt^**  a^cultnrtst,  an  electrician,  an  industrial  or  mschanioal  ennneer,  a 
ziilfMid  or  BuiiBg  engineer,  ths  Cuban  has  to  go  to  a  foreign  sonntry.  tne  Stais 
li  Gate  4aaa  aol  nqpiMffI  a  slaglle  pnblie  library. 
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Are  the  defioienoiee  of  the  Spanish  regime  compensated  bv  the  wiedom  o/  \ 
administratioa f    Every  time  the  ^]>ani8h  Goyernment  has  uiulertaken  the  Bolatii 
of  any  ot*  the  great  prohlema  peudiu^  in  Caba  it  has  only  confused  and  ina.<ie 
worse.    It  has  solyed  it  blindly  or  yielded  to  the  Infinenoe  of  those  who  were 
profit  by  the  change.    It  will  hei  sufficient  to  recall  the  withdrawal  from  oiroalftti< 
of  the  bank  noteSy  whioh  proved  to  be  a  highly  lucrative  transaction  for  a  few  pe 
sous,  bnt  which  only  emoarrassed  and  impaired  the  monetary  circulation  of  t\ 
Island.    From  one  day  to  another  the  cost  of  living  became  40  per  cent  dearer.      T] 
depreciated  Spanish  silver  entered  in  circulation  to  drive  out,  as  was  natural,  tl 
''centen''  (five-dollar  gold  coin)  and  make  small  transactions  difficult.    To  reac 
these   results  the   Spanish  Government  had   transformed  a   debt   on   whioli 
had  no  interest  to  pay  into  a  debt  bearing  a  high  rate  of  interest.    It  is  true  tha 
in  exohaujze,  all  the  retail  dealers  whose  votes  it  was  desirable  to  keep  derived  irei 
laige  profits  from  the  operation.    These  dealers  are,  of  eounei  Spaniards. 

IV. 

In  exohange  for  all  that  Spain  withholds  from  ns  they  say  that  it  has  giT^en  i 
liberties.  This  is  a  mockery.  The  liberties  are  written  in  the  eonstitii'non  bn 
obliterated  in  its  ipractical  application.    Before  and  after  its  promulgation  the  pobli 

Sress  has  b^n  rigorously  persecated  in  Cuba.  Many  journalists,  such  as  Hen  ore 
lepeda  and  L<Spes  BrifiaSi  have  been  banished  from  the  country  without  the  formal 
ity  of  a  trial.  In  November  of  1891  the  writer  Don  Manuel  A.  Balmaseda  waa  trie 
by  court-martial  for  having  published  an'editorial  paranaph  in  £1  Criterio  Popnlai 
01  Remedios,  relative  to  the  shooting  of  the  medical  stuuonts.  The  newspapers  hav 
been  allowed  to  discuss  public  afiairs  theoretically ;  but  the  moment  they  denounc 
any  abuse  or  the  conduct  of  any  official  they  feel  the  hand  of  their  rulers  laid  npoj 
them.  The  official  organ  of  the  home-rule  party,  £1  Pais,  named  before  £1  Trianfo 
has  undergone  more  wan  one  trial  for  having  pointed  in  measured  terms  to  8om< 
infractions  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  officials,  naming  the  transgressors.  In  188' 
that  periodical  was  subjected  to  criminal  proceedings  simply  because  it  had  statec 
that  a  son  of  the  president  of  the  Havana  "audienoia''  was  holding  a  certain  office 
contrary  to  law. 

Thev  say  that  in  Cuba  the  people  are  at  liberty  to  hold  pubMe  meetings,  bnt  ever; 
time  the  inhabitants  assemble,  previous  notification  must  be  given  to  the  authorities, 
and  a  frinctionary  is  appointed  to  be  presentvwith  power  to  suspend  the  meeting  wl]en< 
ever  he  deems  snch  a  measure  advisable.  The  meetings  of  tne  *'Clrculo  de  Traba< 
jadores"  (an  association  of  workingmen)  were  forbidden  by  the  authorities  nndei 
the  pretttc  that  the  building  where  tbey  were  to  be  held  was  not  sufficiently  safe. 
Last  year  the  members  of  tne  ''Clrculo  de  Hacendados"  (association  of  planters} 
invited  their  fellow-members  throughout  the  country  to  fet  up  a  great  demonstra- 
tion to  demand  a  remedy  which  the  critical  state  of  their  afiairs  required.  The 
Government  found  means  to  prevent  their  meeting.  One  of  the  most  significant 
events  that  have  occurred  in  Cuba,  and  one  which  throws  a  fiood  of  light  upon  its 
political  regime,  was  the  failure  of  the  "Junta  Magna"  (an  extraordinary  meeting) 
projected  by  the  "Circulo  de  Hacendados.''  This  corporation  solicited  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  "Sociedad  £6on6mica"  and  of  the  "Junta  General  de  Comeroio'^  to 
hold  a  meeting  for  the  puipose  of  sending^  to  the  metropolis  the  complaints  which 
the  precarious  situation  of  the  country  inspired.  The  work  of  preparation  was 
already  far  advanced  when  a  friend  of  the  Government,  Sefior  Rodriguez  Correa, 
stated  that  the  Gk>vemor-General  looked  with  displeasure  upon  and  forbade  the 
holding  of  the  great  meeting.  This  was  sufficient  1k>  frighten  the  "Cfrculo"  and  to 
secure  the  failure  of  the  project.  It  is  then  evident  that  the  inhabitants  of  Cuba 
can  have  meetings  only  when  the  Government  thinks  it  advisable  to  permit  them. 

Against  this  political  regime,  which  is  a  sarcasm  and  in  which  deception  is  added 
to  we  most  absolute  contempt  for  right,  the  Cubans  have  nnceasiugly  protested 
sinoe  it  was  implanted  in  1878.  It  would  be  difficult  to  enamerate  the  representa- 
tions made  in  Spain,  the  protests  voiced  by  the  representatives  of  Cnba,  the  ooromift- 
sions  that  have  crossed  the  ocean  to  try  to  impress  upon  the  exploiters  of  Cabs 
what  the  fatal  consequences  of  their  obstinacy  would  be.  The  exasperation  prevail- 
ing in  the  country  was  such  that  the  '*  junta  central"  of  the  home>rnle  party  issued  in 
1^2  a  manifesto  in  which  it  foreshadowed  that  the  moment  might  shortly  arrive 
when  the  oonntry  would  resort  to  "extreme  measures,  the  responsibility  of  which 
would  fall  on  those  who,  led  by  arrogance  and  priding  themselves  on  their  power, 
hold  prudenoe  in  contempt,  worship  force,  and  shield  themselves  with  their 
iinpamty." 

This  manifesto,  whioh  foreboded  the  moumfril  hours  of  the  present  war,  wu 
unheeded  by  Spain,  and  not  untO  a  division  took  place  in  the  Spanish  psrtyi 
which  threatened  to  turn  into  an  armed  struggle,  did  the  statesmen  of  Spain  thinlE  i 
that  the  moment  had  arrived  to  try  a  new  farce,  and  to  make  a  false  show  of  refona 
in  the  administeaiive  regime  of  Cuba.  Then  was  Minister  Maura's  plan  broached, 
lo  h«  modified  bsibM  lis  birth  by  Minister  Abanuaa. 
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Tlilf  project^  to  wUeli  the  SpaniardB  have  endeavored  to  giro  capital  importance 
in  order  to  eondemn  the  reyolntion  as  the  work  of  impatience  and  anarchism,  leaves 
intact  the  political  regime  of  Cnba.  It  does  not  alter  the  electoral  law.  It  does  not 
cartail  the  power  of  the  bnreanoracy.  It  increases  the  power  of  the  general  Govern- 
ment It  leaves  the  same  burdens  upon  the  Cuban  taxpayer,  and  does  not  give  him 
the  right  to  jparticipate  in  the  information  of  the  bndgets.  The  reform  is  confined 
to  the  changing  of  the  council  of  administration  (now  in  existence  in  the  island, 
and  the  members  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  Government)  into  a  partially  elective 
body.  One-half  of  its  members  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Government  and  the 
other  half  to  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors — that  is,  who  assessed  and  pay  for 
a  certain  amount  of  taxes.  The  Governor-General  has  the  right  to  veto  all  its  reso- 
lotioDS  and  to  suspend  at  will  the  elective  members.  This  council  is  to  make  up  a 
kind  of  special  budget  embracing  the  items  included  now  in  the  general  budget  of 
Cnha  under  the  head  of  "Fomento."  The  State  reserves  for  itself  all  the  rest. 
Thus  the  council  can  dispose  of  2.75  per  cent  of  the  revenues  of  Cuba,  while  the 
GoYemment  distributes,  as  at  present,  97.25  per  cent  for  its  expenses,  in  the  form 
we  have  explained.  The  general  budget  will,  as  heretofore,  be  made  up  in  Spain : 
the  tariff  laws  will  be  enacted  by  Spain.  The  debt,  militarism,  and  bureaucracy  will 
continue  to  devour  Cnba,  and  the  Cubans  will  continue  to  be  treated  as  a  subjugated 
people.  All  power  is  to  continue  in  the  hands  pf  the  Spanish  Government  and  its 
delegates  in  Cuba,  and  all  the  influence  with  the  Spanish  residents.  This  is  the  self- 
government  which  Spain  has  promised  to  Cuba,  and  which  it  is  announcing  to  the 
world,  in  exchange  for  its  colonial  system.  A  far  better  form  of  government  is 
ei\joyed  by  the  Bahama  or  the  Turks  islands. 

The  Cubans  would  have  been  wanting  not  only  in  self-respect  but  even  in  the 
instincts  of  eelf-preservation  if  they  could  have  endured  such  a  de^^rading  and 
destructive  regime.  Their  grievances  are  of  such  a  nature  that  no  people,  no  human 
community  capable  of  valuing  its  honor  and  of  aspiring  to  better  its  condition, 
oonld  bear  them  without  degrading  and  condemning  itoelf  to  utter  nullity  and 
annihilation. 

Spain  denies  to  the  Cubans  all  effective  powers  in  their  own  country. 

Spain  eondemna  the  Cubana  to  a  political  inferiority  in  the  land  where  they  are 
bom. 

Spain  oonfiscates  the  product  of  the  Cuban's  labor  without  giving  them  in  return 
either  safety,  proaperity,  or  education. 

Spain  has  shown  itself  utterly  incapable  of  governing  Cuba. 

Spain  exploits,  impoverishes,  and  demoralizes  Cuba. 

lo  maintain  by  force  of  arms  this  monstrous  regime,  which  brings  ruin  on  a  coun- 
try rich  by  nature  and  degrades  a  vigorous  and  intelligent  population,  a  population 
filled  with  noble  aspirations,  is  what  Spain  calls  to  defend  its  honor  and  preserve 
the  prestige  of  its  social  functions  as  a  civilizing  power  of  America. 

The  Cubans,  not  in  an^er  but  in  despair,  have  appealed  to  arms  in  order  to  defend 
their  rights  and  to  vindicate  an  eternal  principle,  a  principle  without  which  every 
community,  however  robust  in  appearance,  is  in  danger — the  principle  of  justice. 
Nobody  has  the  right  of  oppression.  Spain  oppresses  us.  In  rebelling  against 
oppression  we  defend  a  rignt.  In  serving  our  own  cause  we  serve  the  cause  of 
mankind. 

We  have  not  counted  the  number  of  our  enemies ;  we  have  not  measured  their 
■trength.  We  have  cast  up  the  account  of  our  grievances ;  we  have  weighed  the 
mass  of  in^iustice  that  crushes  us,  and  with  uplifted  hearts  we  have  risen  to  seek 
redress  and  to  uphold  our  rights.  We  may  find  ruin  and  death  a  few  steps  ahead. 
So  be  it.  We  do  our  duty.  If  the  world  is  indifferent  to  our  cause,  so  much  the 
worse  for  all.  A  new  iniquity  shall  have  been  consummated.  The  principle  of 
human  solidarltv  shall  have  suffered  a  defeat.  The  sum  of  good  existing  in  the 
world,  and  which  the  world  needs  to  purify  its  moral  atmosphere,  shall  have  been 
If'ssened. 

The  people  of  Cuba  require  only  liberty  and  independence  to  become  a  factor  of 
prosperity  and  progress  in  the  community  of  civilized  nations.  At  present  Cuba  is 
a  factor  of  intranqnilllty,  disturbance,  and  ruin.  The  fault  lies  entirely  with  Spain. 
Cnba  is  not  the  ofirender ;  it  is  the  defender  of  its  rights.  Let  America,  let  the  world 
decide  where  rest  Justice  and  right. 

EmuQUK  Jos£  Varona, 

Ex-Diputado  a  Cortm. 

Hiw  ToRK,  Octolm  gS,  18$$. 
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B. 

COMFILATIOK   OF   THE    LAWS;  RULRS,  DeCRESB,  ClRCVUkSS,  AND   OTRKR   ORDKRS 

Passed  by  the  National  Council  from  the  19th  of  Skptsmbbr,  1895,  tbk 
Date  on  which  it  Commenced  to  Exercise  Its  Functions. 

Hakoos  ds  Babaoua. 

The  National  Connoil,  in  a  meeting  held  on  the  16th  of  October,  1895,  resolved 
that  the  pnblication  in  Dook  form  in  an  edition  of  500  copies  of  all  the  laws,  rnled, 
decrees,  and  other  orders  passed  by  it  be  printed  after  being  previonsiy  approved  by 
the  Council  and  sanctione<d  by  its  president. 

Joat  Clbmente  Vivanco, 
Tlie  Secretary  of  the  dmndU 


CONSTITUENT  ASSEMBLY,  REPUBUO  OF  CUBA. 

ly  Job6  Clemente  Vivanco,  secretary  of  the  National  Council  and  chancellor  of 
the  Rei)nblic  of  Cuba,  certify  that  the  representatives  of  the  different  army  corps, 
into  which  the  army  of  liberation  is  divided,  met  in  constituent  assembly  on  the  13th 
(lay  of  September,  1895,  at  Jimaguayu,  agreed  to  have  a  preliminnry  session  where 
the  character  of  each  representative  would  be  accredited  by  the  respective  creden- 
tial of  his  appointment.  There  resulted,  after  the  proper  examination  by  the  chair- 
man and  secretaries,  who  were  temporarily  Citizens  Salvador  Cisneros  Betancourt 
and  Secretaries  Jose  Clemente  Yivanco  and  Oroncio  Nodarse,  the  following  distri- 
bution: 

Representatives  of  the  First  Army  Corps,  Citizens  Dr.  Joaquin  Castillo  Duany, 
Mariano  Sanchez  Yaillant,  Rafael  M.  Portnondo,  and  Pedro  A^illera. 

For  the  Second,  Citizens  Licentiate  Rafael  Mandnley,  Enrique  Cespedes,  Rafael 
Perez  Morales,  and  Marcos  Padilla. 

For  the  Third,  Citizens  Salvador  Cisneros  Betancourt,  Lopez  Recio  Loinaz,  Enrique 
Loinaz  del  Castillo,  and  Dr.  Fermmin  Valdes  Domiuguez. 

For  the  Fourth,  Licentiate  Severe  Pina,  Dr.  Santiago  Garcia  Canizares,  Raimondo 
Sanchez  Valdivia,  and  Francisco  Lopez  Leiba. 

For  the  Fifth,  Dr.  Pedro  Pinan  de  Villegas,  Licentiate  Jos6  Clemente  Yivanco, 
Francisco  Diaz  Silveria,  and  Orencio  Nodarse. 

They  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  following  session  and  the  follow- 
ing appointments  were  made :  Salvador  Cisneros  Betancourt,  president;  Rafael  Man- 
dnley, vice-president ;  secretaries,  Licentiate  Jos^  Clemente  Yivanco,  Francisco  Lopes 
Leiba,  Licentiate  Rafael  M.  Portnondo,  and  Orencio  Nodnrse. 

The  assembly  having  been  organized  as  above,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  above 
representatives,  they  proceeded  to  hold  the  sessions  to  discuss  the  constitution i 
which  is  to  rule  the  destinies  of  the  Republic.    These  sessions  took  place  on  Sep- 
tember 18, 14, 15,  and  16,  instant,  and  in  all  the  articles  which  were  t.o  form  the  said 
constitutional  charta  were  discussed.    Every  article  of  the  projected  constitution 
presented  to  the  assembly  by  the  representatives  licentiate,  Rafael  M.  Portnondo, 
Dr.  Joaquin  Castillo  Duany,  Mariano  Sanchez  Yaillant,  and  Pedro  Aguilera,  was 
well  discussed,  and,  together  with  amendments,  reforms,  and  additions  were  also 
discussed  by  the  proposers.    On  deliberation,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  the 
assembly,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  refer  the  said  constitution,  with  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  said  assembly,  to  a  committee  of  revision  of  the  text,  composed  of  the' 
secretaries  and  of  the  representatives.  Dr.  Santiago  Garcia,  Canizares  and  Enrique. 
Loynaz  del  Castillo,  who,  after  complying  with  their  mission,  returned  the  linai 
draft  of  the  constitution  on  the  16th'.    It  was  then  read,  and  the  signature  of  eachi 
and  every  representative  subscribed.  I 

The  president  and  other  members  of  the  assembly,  with  due  solemnity,  then  swore 
upon  their  honor  to  loyally  and  strictly  observe  the  fundamental  code  of  the  Hepnb* 
lie  of  Cuba,  which  was  greeted  by  the  spontaneous  and  enthusiastic  acclamations  of 
all  present;  in  testimony  of  which  are  the  minntes  in  the  general  archive  of  the 
Government. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  passed  by  this  council  in  a  meeting  held  to-day, 
and  for  ita  pnblication,  I  issue  the  following  copy,  in  the  Mangos  de  Baragnaon  thi 
18th  of  October,  189&. 

Jos£  Clemente  Yivanco, 

Secretary  of  ike  CamelL 
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oiuibIii  liuoir  ofF  tbm  pioTmowAi*  ooTXBinfmT  of  CfiniA* 


TlMivroiiiftkn  for  tho  indgpcadeace  Mid  ereation  in  Cubs  of  a  deoMMntie  BepobUe 
fa  ifti  new  Mdod  of  wmr,  iniuatod  on  Febmary  2i  last,  Mlemnly  declarM  the  Mpara- 
tin  of  Cuba  from  Hie  G^anlah  monarehyi  and  its  eonatitntion  as  a  free  and  mde- 
pendent  State,  with  ita  own  GoTenmient  and  aopieme  authority  under  the  name  of 
tbe  Repnblie  of  Cuba  and  eonfirma  ita  eTJatenee  amoog  the  political  diviaione  of  the 
wedd. 

Hie  dectad  repreaentatiTea  of  the  rerolntton,  in  eonTontion  asaembled,  aotinc  in 
Ttt  naina  and  by  the  delegation  which  for  that  pnrpoce  haa  been  cod  ferred  upon  them 
by  the  CnboDa  in  anna,  and  prerionsly  declaring  before  the  ooaotry  the  purity  of 
tieir  yum^ta,  their  freedom  from  Tiolenoe.  anger,  or  preindiee,  and  itisiiired  onlf 
by  the  deaire  of  interpreting  the  popular  TOtoe  in  &Tor  of  Cnba.  have  now  formed  a 
eooipaet  between  Cuini  and  the  world,  pledging  their  honor  for  the  fulfillment  of 
nadeompaet  in  the  following  artiolea  of  the  oonatitution: 

Axxiajs  I.  The  supreme  powera  of  the  RepnbUo  ahall  be  veated  in  a  goTemment 
coencfl  compoeed  of  a  president,  Tice-president,  and  four  secretaries  of  Rtnto,  for  the 
dspatch  of  the  bnsiness  of  war,  of  the  interior,  of  foreign  affairs,  and  of  the  treneury . 

AST.  n.  ETory  seoretary  shall  have  a  sobseeretary  of  state,  in  order  to  supply  any 


AST.  TTT-  The  ffOTemment  eouneil  shall  have  the  following  powers : 

L  To  dictate  aU  measures  relatiye  to  the  civil  and  politiciu  life  of  the  reyolution. 

2.  To  impose  and  collect  taxea,  to  contract  public  loans,  to  issue  paper  money,  to 
arrest  ^e  ninda  collected  in  the  Island,  from  whatever  source,  and  also  those  which 
nsy  be  rsdaed  abroad  by  loan. 

3.  To  arm  Teasela,  to  raise  and  maintain  troops,  to  declare  reprisals  with  respect 
to  the  enemy,  and  to  ratify  treaties. 

4.  To  grant  anthori^,  when  it  is  deemed  convenient,  to  order  the  trial  by  the  Judi- 
dsl  power  of  the  president  or  other  members  of  the  council,  if  he  bo  acrusod 

5.  To  decide  all  matters,  of  whatsoever  description,  whicu  may  be  brought  before 
tliem  by  any  eitizen,  except  those  Judicial  in  character. 

&  To  approve  the  law  of  military  organization  and  the  ordinances  of  the  army, 
which  may  be  proposed  by  the  general  in  chief. 

7.  To  ^rant  military  commissions  from  that  of  colonel  upward,  previouRly  hearing 
and  considering  the  reports  of  the  immediate  super iqr  officer  auu  of  th»  ^c literal  in 
ebief,  and  to  designate  the  appointment  of  the  latter  and  of  the  lieutenunt- general 
in  case  of  the  vacancy  of  either. 

8.  To  order  the  election  of  four  representatives  for  each  army  corps  whenever  in 
eooformity  with  this  constitution  it  mav  be  necessary  to  convene  an  nHHoinbly. 

AfiT.  IT.  The  Government  council  shall  intervene  in  the  direction  of  military 
opermtiona  only  when  in  their  judgment  it  shall  be  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so  to 
realize  high  political  ends. 

Akt.  y.  As  a  reqnisite  for  the  validity  of  the  decrees  of  the  council,  at  least  two- 
thiids  of  the  members  of  the  same  must  have  taken  part  in  the  dolibcrationH  of  the 
eoimciL  and  the  decrees  must  have  been  voted  by  the  majority  of  thoue  present. 

Abt.  y  I.  The  office  of  councilor  is  incompatible  with  any  other  of  the  Kepublic, 
«od  reqoirea  the  age  of  twenty- five  years. 

Abt.  YlJ.  The  executive  power  is  vested  in  the  president,  and,  in  case  of  disability, 
in  the  vicejpreaident. 

Ajrr.YITL  The  resolutions  of  the  government  council  shall  be  sanctioned  and 
promnl^ted  by  the  president,  who  shall  take  all  necessary  steps  fur  their  execution 
Tithln  ten  days. 

Abt.  IX.  Tne  president  may  enter  into  treaties  with  the  ratiiication  of  the  gov- 
ernment council. 

Abt.  X.  The  president  shall  receive  all  diplomatic  representatives  and  issue  the 
Rcpeetlire  commissions  to  the  public  functionaries. 

Akt.  XI.  The  treaty  of  peace  with  Spain,  which  must  necessarily  have  for  its  basis 
the  absolute  bidependence  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  must  be  ratified  by  the  ffovom- 
ment  eonncdl  ana  by  an  anembly  of  representatives  convened  expressly  for  this 
parpeee. 

Abt.  XII.  The  vice-president  shall  substitute  the  president  in  the  case^of  a  vacancy. 

Ajnr.  Xni.  &i  ease  of  the  vacanoy  in  the  offices  of  both  president  and  vice-presi- 
dent on  acecrant  of  resignation,  deposition,  or  death  of  ooth,  or  from  any  other 
eanse,  an  aasemblv  of  representatives  for  the  election  to  the  vacant  offices  shall  be 
eonvenedy  the  senior  secretaries  in  the  meanwhile  occujpying  the  positions. 

Abt.  XIV.  The  secretaries  shall  have  voice  and  vote  m  the  deliberations  of  resolu- 
tions it  whatever  nature. 

Abt.  XT.  llieseoretarisa  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  all  the  employees  of  their 
respective  ollloea. 

Abt.  Xn.  The  snbseeretaries  in  oases  of  vacancy  shall  substitute  the  seoretarlss 
sf  ilats  Slid  shaO  then  have  voice  and  vote  in  the  dAliberationa. 


82  AFFAIRS   IH   CUBA. 

Art.  Xyn.  AH  the  «med  forces  of  the  Bepuhlio  and  the  dizeotioii  of  the  mflit^t 
operations  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  general  in  chief,  who  shall  hare  nndi 
his  orders  as  second  in  command  a  lientenant>general,  who  will  snbstitiite  hin^  ! 
case  of  vacancy. 

Abt.  XVIII.  All  pnblio  functionaries  of  whatever  class  shall  aid  one  another  i 
the  ezecntion  of  the  resolntions  of  the  government  connciL 

Art.  XIX.  All  Cubans  are  bound  to  serve  the  revolution  with  their  persona  ^x 
interests,  each  one  according  to  his  ability. 

Art.  XX.  The  plantations  and  property  of  whatever  description  belonging  i 
foreigners  are  subject  to  tlie  payment  of  taxes  for  the  revolution  while  thdr  reep^ 
tive  governments  do  not  recognize  the  rights  of  belligerency  of  Cuba. 

Art.  XXI.  All  debts  and  obligations  contracted  since  the  beginning  of  the  presej 
period  of  war  until  the  promulgation  of  this  constitution  by  the  chieft  ef  the  arra 
corps,  for  the  benefit  of  the  revolution,  shall  be  valid  as  well  as  those  which  henci 
forth  the  government  council  may  contract. 

Art.  XXII.  A  government  council  may  depose  any  of  its  members  for  cause  Jnarf 
fiable  in  the  judgment  of  two-thirds  of  the  councilors  and  shall  report  to  the  lir^ 
assembly  convening. 

Art.  XXIII.  The  Judicial  power  shall  act  with  entire  independence  of  all  ti 
others.  Its  organization  and  regulation  will  be  provided  for  by  the  govenunei 
council. 

Art.  XXIY.  The  present  constitution  shall  be  in  force  in  Cuba  for  two  years  froi 
the  date  of  its  promulgation,  unless  the  war  for  independence  shall  terminate  befort 
After  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  an  assembly  of  representatives  shidl  be  <k>x 
vened  which  may  modify  it,  and  will  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  new  govemniex 
eouncil|  and  which  will  pass  upon  the  last  council.  So  it  has  been  agre^  upon  an 
resolved  in  the  name  of  the  Republic  by  the  constituent  assembly  in  Jimaguaya  o 
the  18th  day  of  September,  1895,  and  in  witness  thereof  we,  the  representatives  del^ 
gated  by  the  Cuban  people  in  arms,  signed  the  present  instrument.  Salvador  Cii 
neros,  president:  Rafael  Manduley,  vice-president;  Pedro  Pinan  de  Villegas,  Lop 
Recio,  Fermin  v  aides  Dominguez^  Francisco  Diaz  SUveira.  Dr.  Santiago  Garcii 
Rafael  Perez,  F.  Lopez  Leyva,  Ennone  Cespedes,  Marcos  Padilla,  Ralmundo  Sanchej 
J.  D.  Castillo,  Mariano  Sanchez,  Pedro  Aguilera^  Rafael  M.  PontuondO|  Orenoi 
Nodarsoy  Josd  Clemente  Yivanco,  Enrique  Loynaz  Del  Castillo,  Severe  Pina. 

XLBCnOK  OF  ooybrnmxnt. 

The  constituent  assembly  met  again  on  the  18th  of  the  said  month  and  year,  mil  tli 
said  representatives  being  present.  They  proceeded  to  the  election  of  members  wh 
are  to  occupy  the  offices  of  the  Government  council,  the  general-in-chiejf  of  tixe  arm 
of  liberation,  the  lieutenant-general,  and  the  diplomatic  agent  abroad.  The  seor^ 
voting  commenced,  each  representative  depositing  his  ballot  in  the  urn  placed  on  th 
chairman's  table,  after  which  the  oount  was  proceeded  with,  tihe  foUowmg  being  tb 
result: 

President:  Salvador  Cisneroe,  12;  Bartolome  Maso,  8. 

Vice-president :  Bartolome  Maso^  12 ;  Salvador  Cisneros,  8. 

Secretary  of  war:  Carlos  Roloff,  18:  Lope  Recio  Loinaz,  1;  Rafikel  Mandoley,  ] 

Secretary  of  the  treasury:  Severe  Pfna,  19;  Rafael  Manduley,  1. 

Secretary  of  the  interior:  Dr.  Santiago  Qaroia  Canizaree.  19;  Carlos  Dubois^  1. 

Secretary  of  the  foreign  relations:  Rafael  Portuondo,  IB;  Armando  MenoGa!,  1 
blank,  1. 

Subsecretary  of  war:  Mario  Menocal,  18:  Francisco  Diaz  Silveira,  1;  blank,  1. 

Subsecretary  of  the  treasury:  Dr.  Joaquin  Castillo.  7;  Francisco  Diai  Silveira,  5 
Jos^  C.  Yivanco,  8;  Armando  Menocal*  3:  Carlos  Dubois,  1:  blank,  1. 

Subseoretary  of  the  interior:  Carlos  Dabois,  13;  Oreneio  Nodarse,  5;  Armand< 
Menocal,  1|  blank,  1. 

Subsecretary  of  fbreign  relations:  Fermin  Yaldea  DomlngueSi  18;  Bafkel  Biant 
dnley,  1:  blank,  1. 

Thererore,  the  following  were  elected  by  a  noMdprity  of  rotes: 

President,  Salvador  Cisneros;  vioe- president,  Bartolome  Maeo;  aeoretary  of  warj 
Carlos  Roloff;  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Severo  Pina;  secretary  of  the  interior,  Dr^ 
Santiago  Garcia  Canizaree;  secretary  of  foreign  relations,  Rafael  M.  Portuondo { 
subsecretary  of  war,  Mario  Menocal;  subsecretary  of  the  treasury.  Dr.  Joaquin 
Castillo;  sabsecreta^  of  the  interior,  Carlos  Dnbou;  sabseeretary  of  foreign  rela^ 
tions,  Dr.  Fermin  Valdes  Domlngnea, 

The  viee-preeident  of  the  assembly  immediately  installed  the  president  in  the  office 
of  the  government  council  that  had  been  oonferred  uiKm  him;  the  latter  in  turn 
installed  those  of  the  other  members  elected,  who  wore  present,  all  entering  on  thfl 
full  exercise  of  their  ftinotions  after  previously  taking  the  oath. 

On  proeeedine  to  the  election  of  tnose  who  were  to  ocoapy  the  positions  of  gen* 
oral  in  chief  of  the  army,  lieatenant-general,  and  diplomstio  agent  abroad^  the 
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^^i  t\\bea%  'w  ^i>^  wTi>a.«^lmoii8ly  dec  ted  by  the  HMembly  for  its  reaper  tivi 
l'^'.  \ii^<n.(^«a«rm\  'M.o^s.iiE&o  O^mex.  Major-Ctoneral  Antonio  Ma  ceo,  and  Citi/ec 
^^niitft\Eiui&  PikVsi^^       A^W  ^V&e8«  appointments  being  recognized  from  tlat  moment 


Ul&IOILTEXm  C^^VT'L.    <SO^WRXMS2IT  AKD  ▲OMIHIBTRATIOIf  OV  THS  REP  CHUG* 

Ox&.AfT&B   I.^-TKBRITOBIAL  DlVlBlOlf. 


T     Ajrhxs  I.  T\ie  l<.epii.\>lio  of  Cuba  eomprisee  the  territory  ocenpied  by  the  leland 
ifCaba£romC^Yv«  &ati\  A:iitx>nlo  to  Point  Maiei  and  the  adjacent  iHlanda  and  keys. 
An.  U.  T\i\a  terTit.«3T7  »lukll  be  divided  into  four  portionH,  or  statee,  which  will  \h 
flijed  Oriente,  CrtiivJH^i^ey,  l-.aa  Villae  or  Cabaiiacan,  and  Occidente. 
iXT.  I1I«  Tlie  St^aktA  of  Orieote  inclodee  the  territory  from  the  Point  Maisi  to  PoH 
Jfnuti  and  t\i^  rVver  J  ol>*bo  in  all  ito  coarse. 

Axr.  jy.  The  St^&te  of  Ciunagney  iucladee  all  the  territory  from  the  boundary  o\ 

iJtimtA  to  tbe   line  -wliich  atarta  in  the  north  from  Laf^nna  Blanca  tliron^h  the 

£>r«nM  to  M.OTOI1,  pasaitiK  by  Ciegode  Arila,  follows  the  military  trochato  El  .Iik  tire 

a  the  aootbem  coatit,  it  being  understood  that  the  towns  of  Moron  and  Cit'go  dc 

iriia  belong  to  tills  State. 

±ST,  V.  TUe  Sta.te  of  Lai  Tillaa  has  for  boundary  on  the  east  Camn^ioy,  on  the 
Tn^t  tberiver    Palmnny  Palmillas,  8anta  Roea,  Rodus,  the  Uannabana  Kiver,  and  the 

hv  of  Oocliiiios* 

jisrr^  VL.  The  State  of  Occidents  Is  bordered  on  the  Laa  Yillaa,  extending  to  the 
frs%  to  Oape  San  Antonio. 

AttT    VXlI  TUe  ialandaand  ndUaoent  keys  will  form  part  of  the  states  to  whidi 
tiev  Keofisraphically  belong. 

2^[;irT.  Vlli:  The  State  of  Orlenta  will  be  dirided  into  ten  districts,  which  shall  be 
j^  folio -vcsi    Baracoa,  Gnantanamo,  Sagna  de  Tanamo,  Mayari,  Santiago,  Jiguanij 
H.axix&alllo,   Bayaiuo,  and  Tuaaa. 
i': mats^sz^^y  comprisea  two^the  eaatem  district  and  the  western  district.' 
T  ».^    ATillaa  comprises  seven — Sanoti-EspirituSy  Trinidad,  Remodioa,  Santa  Clara, 
j^-kc^n^^  Oieafne^os,  and  Colon. 

{^^ju^t;  of  OccicleDte  comprises  sixteen — Cardenas,  Matanzas,  Union,  Jaruco,  GuincSj 
^ant.^  B&mria  del  Roaario.  Goanabaooa,  Habana,  Santiago  de  las  Vegsis,  Bejucal,  Sun 
ikjQtox&io,  Bahia  Honda,  Pina  del  Rio,  and  Mantua. 

JSkAch  of  these  districts  will  be  divided  into  prefectures,  and  these  in  thoii 

_  many  snbprefectnres  as  may  be  con8idere<i  necessary. 

For  the  vigilance  of  the  coasts  there  will  be  inspectors  and  watclinien 

ppoin'ted  in  eacb  State  according  to  the  extent  of  tbe  coasis  and  the  nnnibor  of 
porta,   l>ays,  ^nlfe,  and  salt  works  that  there  may  be. 

Xrtx'.  XI.  On  eatablishing  the  limits  of  the  districts  and  prefectures,  the  direction 
«t  tSbkj^  c«»aaty  rivers,  and  other  natural  boundaries  shall  be  Kept  iu  uiiud. 

Cbaptxb  IL— Ov  tbb  Gotxrmmxmt  and  its  Administratiox. 

Ajkt.  ttT-  The  civil  government,  the  administration,  and  the  service  of  comma* 
t      nicationa  devolve  npon  the  department  of  the  interior. 

Ajh".  XIII.  The  secretary  of  the  interior  is  the  head  of  the  department;  ho  will 
sppoiut  tlie  employees  and  will  remove  them  whenever  there  will  be  justitiable 
eaoae,  and  will  nave  a  department  chief  to  aid  him  in  the  work  of  the  de])artinent. 
Art.  XIV.  Tbe  department  chief  will  keep  the  books  of  the  d<'])artiiu>iit,  take 
eare  of  the  archivca.  will  be  the  manager  of  tne  office,  and  will  furiii8li  ceiLilicatione 
vhen  reoaested  to  do  so. 

AsT.  xV.  Tbe  department  of  the  interior  will  compile  from  the  data  collected 
by  the  civil  governors  the  general  statistics  of  the  Republic. 

Amt.  XVI.  The  civil  governor  will  inform  the  department  of  the  interior  as  tc 
the  neceasitiea  of  his  state,  will  order  the  measures  and  instructions  nocesHary  foi 
cSRBipliance  with  the  general  laws  of  the  Ropablio  and  the  orders  given  by  that 
liepartiiieot^  will  distribnte  to  the  lieutenant-governors  the  articles  of  prime  ueces- 
sity  wliicli  will  be  delivered  to  them  for  l^at  purpose,  will  communicate  to  his  sub- 
orainatea  the  necessary  instructions  for  the  compilation  of  statiHtics,  and  will  have 
a  anbeecretary  who  will  help  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  functions. 

Ajtt.  XYU.  The  Uentenant-ffovemor  will  see  that  the  orders  of  the  governors  are 
obeyed  in  the  district,  and  wul  have  the  powers  incident  to  his  x)OHition  as  inter- 
mediary l^w^een  the  civil  governors  and  tne  prefects.  In  case  of  absolute  breach 
of  eonsmnnication  with  ^e  civil  governors,  they  will  have  the  same  powers  as  the 


XVin.  The  prefect  shall  see  that  the  laws  and  regulations  communicated  tc 

bizn  by  bia  annerior  authorities  are  complied  with.  All  residents  and  travelers  are 
^^vider  Ixia  anthority,  and,  being  the  highest  official  in  his  territory,  he  in  his  torn  ii 
Voimd  to  prevent  aU  abnaea  and  erimes  which  may  be  committed. 
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Ue  will  iDfonn  the  lieateDani-ffOTemor  m  to  the  neccseitiea  of  the  prefecbir 
will  divide  theee  into  as  many  siibprofeotnTes  ae  he  may  consider  necessary  for  t] 

food  oondnct  of  his  administration ;  he  will  watch  the  conduct  of  the  suhprefect 
e  will  distribute  among  them  with  equity  the  articles  delivered  to  him,  and  be  w| 
have  all  the  other  powers  incident  to  him  in  his  character  of  intermediary  botwej 
the  lientenant-eovemor  and  the  suhprofects. 

Art.  XIX.  I%e  prefect  wOl  also  have  the  following  duties:  He  will  harass  t\ 
enem^  whenever  possible  for  him  to  do  so :  will  hear  the  preliminary  information 
to  crimes  and  misdemeanors  which  may  ue  committed  in  his  territory,  passing  tt 
said  information  to  the  nearest  military  chief,  together  with  the  accused  and  all  i^ 
is  necessary  for  the  better  understanding  of  the  hearing.  He  will  not  proceed  tbi 
with  spies,  guides,  couriers,  and  others  who  are  declared  by  our  laws  as  traitors  a\ 
considered  as  such,  for  these,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  confining  them  or  co; 
ducting  them  with  security,  shall  be  tried  as  soon  as  captured  by  a  court  conaistii 
of  three  persons,  the  most  capable  in  his  judgment  in  the  prefecture^  one  acting 
president  and  the  others  as  members  of  the  court.  He  will  also  appoint  a  proeeo^ 
lUff  officer,  and  the  accused  may  appoint  some  one  to  defend  him  at  nis  pleasure. 

After  the  court  is  assembled  in  this  form,  and  after  all  the  formalities  are  complin 
with,  it  will  in  private  judge  and  ^ive  its  sentence,  which  will  be  final  and  witho 
appeal ;  but  those  who  form  the  said  court  and  who  do  not  proceed  aceordiog:  to  o 
laws  and  to  natural  reason  will  be  held  responsible  by  the  superior  government.  N^ 
ertheless,  if  in  the  immediate  territory  there  be  any  armed  force,  tue  accused  shall  I 
sent  to  it  with  the  facts  in  order  that  they  shall  be  properly  tried. 

The  prefects  will  take  the  statistics  of  his  prefecture,  setting  down  every  pcrsl 
who  is  found  therein,  noting  if  he  is  the  heaa  of  a  family,  the  number  of  the  san; 
his  age,  his  nationality  and  occupation,  if  he  is  a  farmer  the  nature  of  his  farm,  a| 
if  he  has  no  occupation  the  prefect  will  indicate  in  what  he  should  be  employe 
He  will  also  keep  a  book  of  oivil  register  in  which  he  will  set  down  the  births,  deatl 
and  marriages  which  may  occur. 

He  will  establish  in  the  prefecture  all  the  factories  that  he  oan  or  may  eonsid 
necessary  in  order  to  well  provide  the  army,  as  it  is  the  primarv  obligation  of  i 
employees  of  the  Republic  to  do  all  possible  so  that  the  hides  shall  not  be  lost,  ai 
organizing  in  the  best  manner,  and  as  quickly  as  may  be,  tanneries,  factories  of  shoi 
rope,  blankets,  and  carpenter  and  blacksmith  shops. 

He  will  not  permit  any  individual  of  his  district  to  be  without  occupation »  ] 
will  see  that  everyone  works,  having  the  instruments  of  labor  at  hand  in  prop^ 
tion  to  the  inhabitants  of  his  territory.  He  will  protect  and  raise  bees,  he  will  tai 
oare  of  abandoned  farms,  and  will  extend  as  far  as  possible  the  zones  of  aericultnj 

As  soon  as  the  prefect  learns  that  the  secretary  of  the  interior  or  any  delegate 
this  authority  is  in  his  district  he  will  place  himself  under  the  latter's  orders.  T] 
he  will  also  do  on  the  arrival  of  armed  forces,  presenting  himself  to  their  chief 
order  to  facilitate  the  needed  supplies  and  to  serve  him  in  every  possible  manner*  ] 
will  have  a  bugle  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  enemv's  approach ;  he  will  infoi 
the  nearest  armed  force  when  his  territory  is  invaded.  He  will  collect  all  lion 
and  other  animals  suitable  for  the  war  and  lead  them  to  a  secure  place,  so  that  wh 
the  army  may  need  them  or  they  may  be  required  by  the  civil  authorities  to  wh< 
they  may  appertain. 

He  will  provide  the  forces  that  may  be^  or  pass  through  his  territory  with  wb{ 
ever  they  may  need,  which  may  be  within  his  power,  and  especially  shall  he  p| 
vide  guides  and  beeves  and  vegetables  which  the  chief  may  require  to  maintain  i 
said  forces.  He  will  also  deliver  the  articles  manufactured  in  the  shops  nnder  ] 
immediate  inspection,  demanding  always  the  proper  receipts  therefor. 

He  will  also  provide  the  necessary  means  ror  the  maintenance  of  all  the  fjamllj 
of  the  territory,  especially  those  of  the  soldiers  of  the  army  of  liberation. 

Until  otherwise  decreed  he  will  celebrate  civil  marriages  and  other  contm< 
entered  into  by  the  residents  of  his  prefecture;  he  will  act  in  oases  of  ordinary  cc^ 

Slaints  and  in  the  execution  of  powers  and  wills,  registering  the  same  in  a  clear  a 
efinite  manner,  and  issuing  to  the  interested  parties  the  certificates  which  thej  m 
require. 

Art.  XX.  The  snbprefects  will  see  that  the  laws  and  orders  oommunioated  to  h; 
by  his  superior  authorities  are  obeyed  in  territory  nnder  his  command;  he  ^ 
inform  the  prefect  as  to  the  necessities  of  the  snbprefectnre  and  will  see  to  ^ 
security  and  order  of  the  public:  arresting  and  sending  to  the  prefects  tboso  w 
may  travel  without  safe-conduct,  seeing  that  no  violation  of  law  whatsoever 
perpetrated,  and  will  demand  the  signed  authority  of  the  civil  or  military  obief  w 
nas  ordered  a  commission  to  be  executed. 

Art.  XXI.  The  subprefects  will  compile  a  census  in  which  the  number  of  tnhab 
ants  of  a  subprefecture  will  be  stated  and  their  personal  description :  be  will  1cee| 
book  ef  the  births  and  deaths  which  will  occur  in  his  territory,  and  of  all  tliie 
will  give  account  at  the  end  of  the  year.    He  will  invest  the  means  provided  by  i 
prefect  to  pay  the  public  charges,  and  if  the  said  resources  are  insoffloient  he  M 
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xHeet  tbe  daUdi  from  the  hthftblUsU;  lM  will  not  aothorize  the  dettnietioii  of 
iLiadoned  ftzmiy  whether  they  belong  to  friends  or  onemiao  of  the  Repablio,  end  he 
TjJhiiona  tiie  prefect  of  the  fanne  which  ere  ibna  ebandoued. 

iXT.  lUL  For  the  omenizetioD  end  better  operation  of  theateteo  nienafaotoriM 
i  chief  of  &ctorieo  ehalf  be  appointed  in  each  district,  who  will  bo  atithorired  to 
'^ublifihraeh  fmctoriee  which  no  may  deem  convenient^  employing  all  citizens  who, 

:  :ucoimt  of  their  abilitiee  ean  serre,  and  collecting  in  tbe  prefectures  of  bis  dls* 
T.'i  %Q  tbe  instraments  he  can  utilize  in  bis  work.  These  chiefs  n^ill  be  carefnl  to 
jfqueDtlj  inspect  the  foetoriesi  to  report  any  defects  which  they  may  notice,  and  to 
pnrTide  the  saperintendente  with  whatever  they  may  need,  that  the  work  may  not 
•miornpted. 

Together  with  the  pirefeei  he  will  send  to  the  department  of  the  interior  the  names 
''  the  indrddnaU  he  considers  most  adapted  to  open  new  shops,  and  on  tbe  first  day 

uch  month  he  will  eend  to  that  department  a  statement  of  tbe  objects  mann- 
■MXOfd  in  each  shop  of  his  district,  indiosting  tbe  place  of  manufactare,  what 
rei^  on  deposit,  what  has  been  delivered,  with  the  names  of  commanders  of 
'•':<•,  ciril  aothorittee,  or  individnals  to  whom  thev  were  delivered. 

A£T.  XXIll.  Tbe  coast  inspectors  will  have  under  their  immediate  orders  an 
'^Mctor,irho  willhe  his  secretary,  who  will  oocnpy  bis  place  in  his  absence  or  sick- 
'^.  ud  as  many  auxiliaries  as  he  may  deem  convenient.  He  may  deniiiiid  tlie  aid 
J'  «iie  prefects  and  armed  forces  whenever  he  may  consider  it  ner('SHary  fur  the  bft- 
'^uotise  of  his  functions.    The  duties  of  the  inspectors  will  be  to  watcb  tbe 

'Ut4  sad  prevent  the  landing  of  the  enemy,  to  be  always  ready  to  receive  disrtn- 

•-'kiDents  end  place  in  safety  the  expeditions  which  may  come  from  abroad,  to 
|«ubil&b  aQ  the  salt  works  possibloi  to  capture  tbe  SpaniHh  vessels  which  freouciit 
-e  eoists  on  his  gnard,  and  to  attend  with  special  care  to  the  punctual  service  of 

cjsimications  between  his  coast  and  foreign  countries. 

A^T.  XXIY.  The  coast  f^uards  will  acknowledge  tbe  inspector  as  their  superior, 
'• ' vftteh  theplaces  designated  to  them,  and  will  execute  tbe  orders  Kiven. 

AjiT.  XXY,  The  lieutenant-goyemors,  as  well  as  the  InHpectors  of  wliutover  c]i\fMt, 
'•Ih&Te  their  residence,  wherever  the  necessity  of  their  office  does  not  prohibit  it. 
::  the  general  headquarten,  so  that  they  can  move  easily,  furuish  the  necessary  aid 
^'  :Qe  army,  and  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  military  chief. 

tonntry  and  liberty. 

OCTOBER  17. 1895. 

'Hie  secretary  of  the  interior,  Dr.  Santiago  Garcia  CnniEares,  being  satisfled  with 
^epreoediog  law,  I  aanotion  it  in  all  respects. 
^t  it  be  promulgated  in  the  legal  form. 

Balvador  Cisnkros  Drtancourt, 

Th§  PretidenL 
^^BIR  18, 189S. 


LAW  OF  OIVIL  MARBIAOa. 

I^cu  I.  Males  of  18  years  of  age  and  femalea  of  14  ean  contract  marriage. 

.^.  II.  To  contract  marriage  they  must  go  to  the  notary  of  their  reflidenco,  two 

A  *^*^  l^eing  present  who  will  sign  the  contract  with  the  parties  and  tlio  notary. 
.J^-  in.  The  marriage  contract  may  contain  any  agreement  or  convention  which 
>M  C4)iitracting  parties  may  agree  upon  and  which  is  not  opposed  to  tbe  nature  of 
^^  contract  nor  to  hiw. 

kl^^'  ^<^D^  of  theoontraeting  parties  is  less  than  20  years  of  age,  the  marriage 
^^  be  contracted  with  notice  to  the  father,  the  mother,  or  tbe  guardian,  according 
1^^  cinomstances,  and  if  these  oppose  the  celebration  of  the  iii.nTiage,  the  Judge 
^^^A«  diskiet,  with  knowledge  of  the  facts,  will  decide  the  que8tiou. 
\^^\^'  '^^  following  reason  will  prevent  marriage:  Consanguinity  in  the  direct 
'^'  •  ^^^  collateral,  Drotber  and  sister  can  not  marry ;  it  is  null  by  the  relntion- 
,,rP  j°>^d  degrees,  or  by  being  contracted  by  fraud  or  by  force.  It  is  comjtletely 
^^ived  for  incompatibility  by  a  chronic  and  contagious  diHease^  or  one  which  will 

'^w  impotency,  and  by  adultery;  moral  or  physical  ill  treatment  of  the  wife  gives 
^^wife  the  right  to  demand  from  the  husband,  when  tbry  live  apart,  to  bear  the 
^'P^BMof  the  marriage;  if  the  woman  commits  adultery  she  loses  this  right. 
^'  VI.  In  case  of  separation,  the  male  children  of  14  years  of  age  and  upward 
|J|H  female  children  of  l2  and  upward  may  elect  between  their  parents  as  to  resi- 


V  -  Tliose  less  than  3  years  of  age  must  remain  with  the  mother.  Tbono  who 
T^not  yet  reached  the  age  of  puberty,  but  are  older  than  3  years,  remain  with 
^t^'k^*  who  bas  not  given  the  motive  for  the  sepanition.  This  is  in  case 
^  !?^  Mparotion  is  caused  bv  aome  guilt.  If  it  occurs  on  account  of  sick- 
^  toe  chililren  will  remain  with  the  one  who  did  not  desire  the  separation.  If 
^'■PttaUos  is  on  account  of  incompatibility,  the  parents  must  agree  as  to  this 
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point.  On  reaching  the  age  of  3  years,  the  children  who  until  then  have  hi 
with  the  mother,  the  question  of  their  custody  will  he  governed  by  the  other  p 
visions  of  this  article. 

When  the  male  reaches  the  age  of  14  and  the  female  of  12,  whatever  may  ht 
been  their  previous  residence,  they  may  alter  it. 

Art.  VII.  Marriage  being  once  dissolved,  the  parties  may  remarry,  but  the  won 
shall  Dot  do  so  until  twelve  months  have  elapsed,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion 
paternity. 

AiiT.  VIII.  Civil  marriage  is  placed  on  an  equal  footing,  as  to  duty  and  of!e< 
with  that  recognized  by  our  former  legislation,  and  celebrated  by  the  inter  vent  I 
of  the  church. 

Art.  IX.  The  promise  of  maiTiage  does  not  have  any  other  result  than  that  of  i 
payment  of  the  penalty,  which  must  be  stipulated  bv  the  contracting  party.  If 
penalty  is  stipulated,  no  duty  of  payment  is  incurred. 

Art.  X.  The  seduction  of  a  female,  whether  she  be  a  minor  or  not,  obliges  i 
seductor  to  marry  the  seduced  or  to  pay  a  penalty  in  proportion  to  the  fortime 
both,  which  the  judge  of  the  district  moBt  determine. 

Country  and  liberty. 

Providkncia,  September  25,  1895, 

Garcia  Canizares. 

Secretary  oj  the  Interior: 

Let  the  foregoing  be  promulgated  in  the  legal  form,  it  having  my  sanotion. 

Providenoia,  September  26, 1896. 

Salvador  Cisnbros  Bbtancourt, 

Preeident, 


ClYTL  MARRIAQB. 

InetrucHone  whioh  mtut  be  obterved  by  ihe  prefects  of  the  Eepublio  of  Cuba  in  the  oelebf 
iion  of  civil  marriagef  exercieing  tlie  function  which  is  given  them  by  the  provisional  U 
passed  by  the  Government  Council  on  ihe  25th  of  September^  1895, 

Article  I.  The  prefect  of  the  residence  of  the  wife,  who  is  the  only  one  comp 
tent  to  celebrate  the  marriage,  will  demand  of  the  parties  a  copy  of  their  certiHca 
of  birth,  so  that  they  can  prove  their  marriageable  age,  which  of  the  mjrle  is 
years  and  of  the  female  14  years. 

Art.  II.  If  either  of  the  contracting  parties  should  not  have  that  doounaen 
by  the  omission,  suppression,  or  burning  of  the  register,  or  for  any  other  cause,  th 
credential  may  be  substituted  by  a  certificate  of  the  autnorities  as  to  the  nation  alii 
or  residence,  in  which  certificate  the  cause  of  the  absence  of  the  original  certifica 
shall  be  stated  (after  previous  investigation  and  on  information  received  as  to  i 
omission)  the  names  of^the  parents,  their  civil  status,  and  the  year  and  month  of  t] 
birth  of  the  contracting  parties. 

Art.  III.  If  it  appears  that  the  contracting  parties  are  over  20  years  of  age  t] 
prefect  will  proceed  to  the  celebration  of  the  civil  marriage  without  further  requ 
site  than  to  give  it  publicity,  for  which  purpose  he  shall  affix  notices  in  the  moi 
frequented  places  of  the  prefecture. 

Art.  IV.  But  if  either  of  the  parties  is  less  than  20  years  of  age  the  contract  mni 
not  only  be  made  public,  as  previously  stated,  but  notice  given  to  the  father,  t\ 
mother,  or  the  suardian,  so  that  if  these  oppose  the  marriage  it  may  be  suspends 
until,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  the  question  be  decided  by  the  judge,  wb 
must  investigate,  the  prefect  fixing  a  time  for  the  opposing  parties  to  establndi  an 
justify  their  position,  which  must  not  be  longer  than  eight  days. 

Art.  V.  In  all  cases  the  prefect  will  demand  from  the  ooutraoting  party  thej 
assurance  of  the  consent  of  each  other,  or  at  least  that  of  the  bride,  and  of  h<l 
abilitv  to  enter  into  the  matrimonial  contract,  which  requisite  the  prefect  may  omj 
if  ho  himself  possesses  knowledge  of  the  circumstances. 

Art.  VI.  If  there  are  no  disabilities  to  the  marriage  the  prefect  will  register  in 
book  entitled  Book  of  Civil  Marriages  Contracted  in  the  Prefecture  »^  doi 

ignating  on  the  first  page  the  year  and  making  an  index  at  the  end  in  alphabetical 
order. 

Art.  VII.  The  contract  will  be  formnlated  in  the  following  terms: 

''  Formula  of  the  marriage  of  persons  of  20  years  and  upward : 

"  In  the  prefecture  of on  the day  of  18^,  betore  me,  the  profiBet  — -h 

and  before  me,  the  undersigned  secretary,  there  appeared  '     ■       ana ,  of  9 

years  and  upward,  the  former  born  and  resident  of ,  son  of  (here  the  name 

of  parents),  and  the  latter  bom  and  resident  of  the  prefecture ^  daoght^ 
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''^fn  the  naniM  of  pareiiiB),  wbo  tre  knowo  to  the  pnfeet  and  to  myself,  thm  Mere- 
:  n.crwlio,imkno wily  were  presented  to  M.  and  P.,  who  act  aa  witneeiee,  who  afflnn 
i-'i  tbit  Uiey  know  them,  or  at  leaat  that  they  know  her,  and  they  lo  declare  and 

Tbe  contacting  parties  thereupon  say,  in  the  presence  of  theea  witnesses  and 
-  teto  tbii  instrnment,  A  and  B,  called  for  that  purpose,  that  of  their  own  free 
^a  and  without  any  ▼iolence,  they  promised  to  marry  civilly,  which  marriage  they 
S'Tcelfbrate,  and  they  a^ree  to  lire  in  com])lete  harmony  and  eoDJngal  union,  and 
r^'etoieparate  nnleas  because  of  incompatibility,  or  for  any  of  the  other  rcnsons 
k  Ttd  by  law,  declaring  that  this  marnase  is  for  the  welfare  and  honor  of  both^ 
•  fur  their  offspring,  and  as  tJie  laws  and  customs  of  good  goveninient  require 
l^re  aoy  agreement  made  between  the  contracting  parties  shall  be  inserte<l,  besides 
ij'  Enptial  contract),  and  the  register  will  thus  end;  and  in  order  that  thin  roarrinf^o 
i'-li^  he  icnown,  and  always  and  in  all  cases  hare  its  legal  force,  the  prefect  orders 
'li'ruiTites  of  this  contract  to  be  drawn  in  the  said  terms,  si^nin^  witli  the  con- 
'x*^ :  }ig  parties,  and  the  aaid  witnesses  f  if  they  can  write,  and  if  tliey  can  not  otliers, 
u  tleir  reqaest,  may  do  ao),  to  all  of  wnich  I,  the  secretary,  certify.'' 

FOUfULA  rOK  THK  MAJUIXAOB  OF  TOOSS  LX08  THAK  HfBKTt   YBARB  OW  AOK. 

T^e  Vginning  will  be  as  in  the  above  formnia,  adding  that  the  contracting  part  ire 
^■^-''^z  minors,  the  father,  mother,  or  guardian  appearMl,  who  dGclare<l  tlioir  nwHont 
^;  'i;nied  (if  they  can  write)  the  register,  and  it  not,  a  person  of  their  conri<lenee 
''  M  ibey  may  select.  The  declaration  as  to  register  will  be  the  same  as  in  the 
FJ«mi,ng  formnia. 

70RMU1.A  or   CIVIL  MABRIAOB  TO  WHICR  THBBX  18  OPPOSITION. 

ifUr  the  preamble  similar  to  the  first  formula  in  the  register  is  declared,  that  the 
!<'•  c:.  mother,  or  guardian  whosoever  has  interposed  before  the  conipetont  autliority, 
"; J/tiMented,  declares  the  contract  not  to  be  proper,  as  he  explainn  in  the  following 

'i>ir»tioD.    As  to  the  rest,  the  register  will  ne  as  in  the  first  formnia  to  its  coiicla- 

But  io  esse  the  lather,  mother,  or  guardian  do  not  make  any  opposition,  it  fihall  be 
declared  in  the  register  that  tho  time  fixed  having  passed  and  the  person  Iiavjng 
^'-  right  to  exercise  this  right  haying  failed  to  do  so,  the  marriage  has  bfen  con- 

N"tk.— Of  every  marriage  there  will  be  formed  a  file  consisting  of  the  copy  of  the 
'^v»ter  of  birth,  of  the  cednla,  of  the  declaration  of  the  oppoHJtion  ot  fafher, 
^  ''^er,  or  guardian,  and  of  the  decree  in  which  it  shall  be  declared  prnp(>r,  or  it  is 
^'*iier«d  that  the  marriage  shall  take  place  because  thoy  have  not  exercisiMl  that 
'  :!>t.  or  because  the  party  opposing  has  not  complied  with  the  law.  This  lilo  shall 
■riiept  for  future  use. 

CoQntry  and  liberty. 

Garcia  Canizarks, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
PfiOViDKNCiA,  Bsptemher  96^  189S, 

JM  Oie  foregoing  be  promulgated  In  Its  legal  form,  as  I  sanction  tlie  foregoing  lais 

«»u  its  ports. 

Salvador  Cisneros  BETANCorRT, 

Pr  evident, 
^TioxKCiA,  Septemh^r  iS,  1895. 


BXTRACT  OF  THB  8E88IOK8. 

'^PQblle  of  Cubs,  Proiiiionsl  Ooveramont,  Mcretarr  of  ibo  council— JosA  Clomente  Tivsnco,  aecre* 
tary  of  the  Gorernmont  Council  ana  chancellor  of  the  Ucpublic] 

^  e^rttfy  that  among  the  resolutions  passed  by  this  council,  according  to  the 
^  Diit«  book  of  the  sessions,  the  following  are  to  be  found: 

To  live  two  months'  time  to  the  chiefs  and  officers  of  the  Inst  revolution  to  Join 
I^CDew  anny  of  liberation,  so  as  to  have  their  ranks  recognized,  and  four  roontliR' 
^'Bie  to  those  in  foreign  countries  to  place  themselves  iu  communication  with  the 
^^  ^^^tes.  To  allow  ^e  Cuban  emigrants  individual  freedom  iu  the  nature  of  llieir 
J^Dtribntions  for  the  revolution.  To  permit  the  export  of  wooden  blocks  on  pay- 
'^tof  15  in  gold  as  tax  for  each  piece.  To  prohibit  absolutely  the  export  of  com 
^^U  forage;  of  cattle,  pigs,  horses ;  without  allowing  anything  to  enter  the  towns 
*iU)out  tbs  previonfl  payment  of  taxes 
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To  prohibit  absolutely  also  the  introdactioxi  in  the  towns  of  all  kinds  of  fruits  ai 
articles  of  commerce  wnich  may  favor  the  said  towns  and  indirectly  the  Qover 
ment  which  we  are  fighting. 
San  Andres  de  la  Bioja,  October  9, 1895. 

(Signed)  Josib  Clkmbntb  Vivanoo, 

Secretary  of  ike  Councils 


RBOULATIONS  FOR  THE  SBBYICE  OF  GOMMUNICATIONB. 

Abtiolb  1.  The  secretary  of  the  interior  will  be  the  postmaster-general  of  ^ 
whole  island,  and  the  civil  governor  the  chief  of  his  territory. 

Art.  2.  The  postal  service  is  established  between  the  prefeotores  of  the  Repal>^ 
and  between  the  towns  and  prefectures  near  by. 

Art.  3.  In  order  to  organize  the  postal  sorvico,  an  inspector  will  be  named  t 
each  district;  as  many  chiefs  as  there  are  post-ofllcos,  and  as  many  conriera  aj 
auxiliaries  as  are  necessary  for  each  one. 

Art.  4.  Tlie  inspector  is  the  superior  chief  in  his  district  of  the  postal  8ervi<^ 
under  his  direction  will  be  the  postmasters,  couriers,  and  auxiliaries.  He  ab^ 
organize  the  service  by  placing  the  post-offices  in  the  most  oonvenlent  places,  so  tin 
the  service  shall  be  carried  out  with  the  greatest  ease  and  with  the  greatest  rapid  it 
He  will  employ  the  number  of  employees  that  are  necessary.  He  will  ask  for  th^ 
resignations  whenever  there  is  any  Justifiable  cause  for  it.  He  will  see  that  every  u] 
shall  fulfill  his  duties,  and  shall  name  the  hours  when  the  couriers  shall  depart.  £ 
shall  correct  all  defects  that  come  under  his  notice,  propose  all  modiiioations  which  t 
may  think  will  give  a  better  service,  and  give  an  account  of  all  extraordinary  servtc 
which  his  subalterns  may  render  in  order  that  they  should  be  registered  and  reward ei 

Art.  5.  The  chiefs  will  reside  in  the  post-offlce,  from  which  they  can  not  be  absoi 
during  the  appointed  hours,  and  they  are  to  act  whenever  possible  as  aoxiliariea  i 
the  prefect's  office.  They  will  receive  official  and  private  correspondence,  si^ 
receipts  for  that  delivered  by  mail  carriers,  setting  down  the  hour  of  delivery,  ac 
they  will  deliver,  under  receipt  in  which  they  will  also  pnt  down  the  time  of  depa^ 
ure,  to  the  outgoing  postman  the  mail  matter  in  their  hands,  giving  with  it  a  men 
orandum  stating  the  name  of  mail  carried  and  the  time  of  departure.  They  will  al^ 
see  that  the  post-offices  are  well  attended  and  have  in  them  the  necessary  number  \ 
horses  required  for  the  service,  unless  in  cases  where  the  service  is  carried  on  foe 
They  will  report  to  the  inspector  the  defects  they  may  observe  in  the  service^  withoi 
forgetting  the  importance  of  their  position. 

Art.  6.  The  mail  carriers  will  collect  daily  at  the  appointed  hours,  along  the  roui 
marked  out,  without  delaying  on  the  way  nor  hurrying  tlteir  horses  except  in  nrgei 
cases  that  will  be  pointed  out  by  the  chief.  They  will  have  a  receipt  for  the  corre 
pondence  delivered  to  them,  and  will  receive  in  exchange  for  the  receipt  a  sign^ 
memorandum  stating  what  mail  they  carry ;  which  memorandum  they  will  present  i 
thechief  of  postal  department,  so  that  he  may  sign  it  and  declare  that  he  has  receive 
them,  and,  after  complying  with  this  requisite,  change  it  for  a  receipt  which  be  w| 
leave  in  the  office  of  denai^ure. 

A  great  service  will  be  done  by  the  couriers,  and  for  that  reason  men  of  kno^ 
honesty  and  valor  shall  be  chosen,  who  are  capable  of  appreoiating  the  servioe  tb< 
render  their  country. 

Art.  7.  A  mail  service  will  be  organized  in  every  city  occupied  by  the  enemy,  as 
will  consist  of  as  many  chiefs  and  carriers  as  may  be  considered  necessary. 

Art.  8.  The  inspectors  of  mails  will  be  the  immediate  superior  officer  of  the  ser] 
ice  in  the  town  of  his  residence,  and  will  have  under  his  command  the  poatmaatel 
and  mail  carriers,  and  they  will  exercise  their  functions  in  the  same  manner  as  ti 
coast  inspectors.  They  will  have  special  care  in  the  selection  of  employees  and  i 
keeping  all  possible  secrecy  to  elude  the  vigilsnce  of  the  enemy. 

Art.  9.  The  postmasters  will  be  considered  as  the  chiefs  of  mail  oanriers  and  wi 
act  with  the  carriers,  as  the  carriers  with  the  drivers,  always  giving  an  aeooont  i 
any  extra  services  rendered. 

Art.  10.  The  mail  carriers  will  have  charge  of  receiving  Arom  the  postmasters  it\ 
mail  matter  and  carry  it  out  of  the  cities  for  delivery  to  the  office  of  the  nearet 

E refect.  They  will  ^ve  and  ask  for  receipts  as  the  drivers  and  like  these  most  h 
onest  men,  shai-p  and  brave  enough  with  courage  to  overcome  the  difficulties  tbii 
may  arise  in  the  performance  of  their  important  and  dangerous  mission  and  worth, 
to  occupy  these  positions  of  trust  in  which  they  can  lend  such  valnable  services  t 
the  sacred  cause  every  Cuban  is  bound  to  defend. 

Art.  11.  The  inspectors  and  postmasters  will  keep  a  book  to  record  the  appolni 
oientfl  of  employees  and  the  ssrvioes  rendered  by  them  and  will  mmkm  ap  their  archivs 
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vilk  thk  liook  mad  eitcntrntB,  oommaiilcatioDSy  and  offieial  doenmeota  that  ihej 
«tiT«  ontlie  copiett  of  those  thej  mar  bare  to  tnuiniiii. 
Country  and  Uhettj,  Soptember,  1W». 

Dr.  Saxitaoo  Garcia  CanizareSp 

la  Gonfonait J  with  the  preeeding  regulations  I  sanction  them  in  erery  part ;  and 
iiit  it  may  goTem  and  prodooe  ito  corresponding  effects  have  it  pnblislied  in  the 
>(nl  form, 

loQQtry  and  liherty. 

Besidfi&ce  of  the  Ez^cvtiTe  m  Umones,  the  6th  day  of  October,  1896. 

SaLVAOOB  ClSMKAOS, 


LAW  POR  Tin  OBOAHIZATIOM  OF  THB  FUBUC  TBEASURT. 

AmcLi  L  AH  property  of  whatever  description  situated  in  the  territory  of  the 
H^riiblic  comes  under  tlic  jurisdiction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  therefore 
'■is  department  (»haU  take  charge  of  articles  of  Whatever  description  brought  to  this 
'-'<1  by  ezpeditiooe  Crom  abr(Mui;  this  department  also  has  tiie  faculty  of  raising 
'  'lie  loans  and  general  taxes. 

>^T.  II.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  will  be  the  superior  chief  of  his  department 
'lr<.i;i;i,out  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  through  him  the  subaltern  officers  will  receive 
^■;  onJen  given  by  the  council.  The  duties  of  the  secretary  will  be  to  deterniiue,  on 
^■>rm%iiou  of  the  collectors,  the  taxes  which  shall  be  paid  in  each  state  aud  the 
'  :^  in  which  they  shall  be  collected,  to  nominate  the  employees  of  his  department 
"^  ito  discharge  them  for  justifiable  cause.  He  will  deliver  to  the  chiefs  of  corps 
•Q'i  ciril  }:ovemor8  the  articles  which  he  receives  fh>m  abroad ;  he  will  give  a  recoipt 
■r  the  articles  or  sums  of  money  which  from  any  source  whatever  may  be  collected 
I'J  the  pablie  treaaary.    He  may  trade  with  the  merchandise  belonging  to  the 

nnblic;  he  may  leaae  or  sell  whatever  be  convenient  and  will jpreflml  an  aooouut 
''cfT  tliree  months  to  the  council  of  the  funds  lielongins  to  the  Kepublio. 

Arn.  III.  To  facilitate  the  work  of  the  treasnrv  a  chief  of  dopartnumt  will  be 
^^iMiinted  who  will  act  as  general  comptroller,  and  In  each  State  a  cul hector  und  a 
'^n-tary  of  the  administration  of  the  treasury,  and  for  each  dint  riot  a  delognte. 
^Axr.  IV.  The  chief  of  the  department,  or  general  comptroller,  will  have  cliarge 
^*-  tlie  archives  of  the  department,  will  keep  the  books  in  due  form,  and  will  take 
I^rt  ia  all  the  collections  and  disbursements  which  msy  occur. 
,  ^'  V.  The  collector  will  represent  in  each  State  the  secretary  of  the  treasnry, 

«  will  gire  information  as  to  the  taxable  property  iu  his  State,  he  will  dictate  the 
decenary  measurea  to  carry  out  the  general  orders  communicated  to  him  by  the  seo- 
^tary  of  the  treasury,  he  will  collect  by  means  of  agents  the  taxes  tixed  upon,  and 
^^ilisend  to  the  department  as  soon  as  possible  the  funds  collected:  nevertheless 
^  niay  deliver  the  amounts  he  may  deem  necessarv  to  the  chiefs  or  the  diflerent 
^^^r  corps,  who  will  give  a  receipt  for  them  and  Justify  their  expenditure.  The 
oUctOTB  will  monthly  send  to  the  department  a  statement  of  their  operation. 

AtT.  VI.  The  secretary  of  the  administration  of  the  treasury  will  keep  the  archives 
^  ^is  respective  State,  will  keep  the  books  iu  due  form,  and  will  take  part  in  the 
^rations  of  the  collector. 

Abt.  VII.  The  delegates  or  agents  will  be  the  collectors  of  taxes  in  each  district, 
^<1  the  commissioners  will  see  that  the  orders  of  the  collectors  of  the  State  are  ear- 
ned out.  They  may  appoint  auxiliaries  whenever  necessary,  and  are  authorized  to 
t'cmaDd  the  aid  of  the  prefects  and  armed  forces  for  the  better  fullillment  of  their 
comnuagions. 

Cooatry  and  liberty. 
Caaiater,  October  16, 1S85. 

SeVERO  PlNA, 

8€er9tarjf  of  lAs  Treatury, 

^  eonfbrmity  with  the  previous  law,  I  sanction  it  in  all  its  parts.    Let  it  be 
ptoDLidgatsd  in  legal  form. 
Coantry  and  liberty,  October  18, 1886. 

Mangos  db  Baraqua. 

^▼ADOB  ClBKXBOS  BbTAKCOUBT, 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE    OFFICERS  OF   THE  DEPARTMENT  OF   THE  TREA8UBT  OF 

RBPUBUC  OF  CUBA. 

Article  I.  AccordiDg  to  article  18  of  the  constitution  and  the  decree  of  tie  gen^^ 
in  chief  of  the  20th  of  September  last,  the  military  chiefs  shall  ^ive  the  necess& 
aid  to  the  officers  of  the  treasury  for  the  better  fulfillment  of  their  duties. 

Art.  II.  With  the  aid  of  the  armed  forces,  thoy  will  proceed  to  the  destruction 
those  plantations,  whatever  be  their  nationality,  which  will  refuse  to  pay  the  t£^^ 
decreed  by  the  Government  of  the  Republic. 

Art.  III.  As  a  baeis  for  the  rate  of  tax^  the  production  of  the  plantationa  ali^ 
serve  as  well  as  the  price  of  tiieir  products,  taking  into  consideration  the  ezpenao 
transportation. 

Art.  IV.  The  amount  of  the  tax  will  be  paid  in  advauce  in  gold  or  in  drafts  i 
New  York,  Paris,  or  London  in  the  form  agreed  upon. 

Art.  y.  All  kinds  of  traffic  with  the  enemy  is  absolutely  prohibited,  only  the  fc; 
lowinjp^  articles  and  products  are  allowed  to  be  exported : 

Conee  and  cocoa,  $4  per  hundredweight. 

Wood  in  blocks,  $8  per  thousand  feet  or  $3  apiece,  as  will  best  suit  the  interests  i 
the  Republic  and  the  functionary  authorizing  the  exportation. 

Guana  (a  textile  palm),  $4  per  hundredweight. 

Wax,  $4  per  hundredweight. 

Fattened  steers,  $3  per  head. 

Cheese,  $2  per  hundredweight. 

In  regard  to  mines,  tobacco,  and  plantains  for  exportation,  it  is  left  to  the  Ja<l^ 
ment  of  the  collector  of  the  treasury. 

Art.  VI.  The  exportation  of  wood  or  guana  (the  latter  until  December  6}  ^r| 
only  be  permitted  when  worked  or  packed  by  individuals  who  are  in  the  confident 
of  our  authorities. 

Art.  Vli.  The  exportation  of  cattle  will  only  be  allowed  when,  in  the  Judg^niei 
of  the  authoritv,  they  run  imminent  ridk  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Art.  Ylll.  The  collector  of  the  treasury  of  each  State  may  suspend,  temporarili 
the  exportation  of  the  products  referred  to  in  Article  V,  immediately  giving^  a 
account  of  it  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  final  adjudgment. 

Sabauilla  del  Contra  Maestro,  October  24,  1895. 

8BVER0  PiNA, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


In  conformity  with  the  previous  law,  I  sanction  it  in  all  its  parts.    Let  it  be  pre 
ulgated  in  legal  form. 
Sabanilla,  October  25,  1895. 

Salvador  Cibkbros  Betakcourt, 

PreHdMit. 


extract  of  the  sessions  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  COUNCIL,  REPUBLIC  OF  CUBA. 

Secretary  of  the  Oovcniment  Jos6  Clemente  Vivanoo,  secretary  of  the  Govern 
ment  Council  and  chancellor  of  the  Republic,  I  certify  that  in  the  minute  books  a 
the  sessions  celebrated  by  this  council  the  following  resolutions  are  found: 

September  19,  1895. 

To  appoint  a  secretary  of  the  Government  and  chancellor  of  the  Republic,  Jod 
Clemente  Vivanco.  To  send  the  appointments  of  genercJ  in  ohiejT  lieutenant>gen 
eral,  and  delegate  plenipotentiary  abroad  to  MaJ.  Gen.  Maximo  Gfomez,  Mi^.  Geo 
Antonio  Maceo,  and  Tomas  Estrada  Palma,  respectively. 

To  appoint  as  civil  governor  of  Camaguey,  Dr.  Oscar  Primelles,  and  of  Oriente 
Rafael  Manduley. 

To  complete  the  system  of  the  division  of  the  territory  of  the  island  into  Eonea 
and  that  the  subsecretary  of  war,  in  the  abst^nce  of  the  secretary,  agree  with  thi 
general  in  chief  as  to  the  organization  of  the  army  of  liberation. 

September  20, 1H95. 

To  give  two  months'  time  to  the  chief  and  oflScers  of  the  past  revolution  to  jots 
the  newly  organized  army  of  liberation,  for  the  recognition  of  their  grades,  ant)  fou] 
months'  time  to  those  outside  of  the  island.  That  each  secretary  of  state  may  nani< 
a  chief  of  his  department.  To  appoint  as  director  of  the  treasury  in  Oriente  I>ieg« 
Palacios,  and  in  Cama^iey,  Col.  Lope  Rccio  Lo.vnaz.  That  the  secretary  oommii' 
nicate  with  the  general  m  chief  so  the  latter  may 'indorse  the  authorities,  passes,  am) 
orders  given  by  the  Government  and  require  all  the  forces  of  the  army  or  liberatioo 
to  recpcct  and  obey  them. 
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To  aak  the  general  In  cbief  for  Capta.  fVanclMO  Garcia.  Haiinel  Merraro,  and 
lii^ga  Eniftqae  Boxm.  aa  their  aarrlcea  ara  naeilod  by  tha  Goyemmant.  Thai  the 
Coban  emigrmtioiis  shall  ha  at  liberty  u  to  the  manner  of  oontributing  to  the 
r.volotiaa. 

To  a*k  from  abroad  a  copy  of  all  the  decreea  paeaed  hj  the  goremment  of  the 
iut  rerolation.  and  to  order  that  in  conformity  with  the  minntea  tent  from  here  all 
ducomeati  diail  be  printed  emanating  flrom  the  Goremment  as  wel)  m  the  oonatitu- 
tira  paned  by  the  conatitnent  aeaembiy  whldb  eball  be  placed  in  onr  archivea. 

SSPTRMBRB  24, 1895. 

To  pnbliah  a  etrenlar  of  the  aaeretary  of  the  interior,  addressed  to  the  profeets, 
«3'jprefectB,  and  other  f^nctionariee  ox  eiTll  order,  recommending  them  to  fultill 
^ir  rcapcctlTe  dntiaa. 

To  approTe  the  order  glTon  by  the  genertl  in  chief  aa  to  the  rospcct  dne  peacerul 
limilies  and  their  interests,  excepting  in  cases  of  military  necessity  or  on  account  of 
fii^nifest  or  snapected  treachery,  and  that  the  socretarv  of  the  interior  address  such 
anuQimieation  to  the  civil  goTemon  adriaing  them  of  this  resolution 

To  appoint  chief  of  postal  senrice  for  the  eastern  and  western  diittrict  of  CamagTioy, 
Msrisel  Manero,  and  Francisco  Garcia,  respectively,  and  to  confirm  the  appointmonts 
o:  prefects  temporarily  made  by  the  general  in  chief. 

To  uk  the  general  in  chief  to  order  all  the  chiefs  of  army  corps  to  send  to  the  sec- 
KUryof  war  a  detailed  account  of  the  chiefs  and  officers  nndor  bis  orders,  their 
>'OTd  of  serrice,  the  positions  which  they  occupy,  and  their  reapcctive  abilities. 

To  common icate  to  Mi^.  Gen.  Carlos  Roloff  that  his  aides,  Frauriaco  Diaz  Silveira 
Kui  Orencio  Nodarse  remain  with  this  GoTomment. 

SKPTF.MnRR  25,  1895. 

Tnpcfrmit  the  export  of  wood  in  blocks  after  the  payment  of  $5  in  gold  for  rnch 
Ko'L  To  abeolntely  prohibit  the  sale  of  com  and  all  kinds  of  forn^^o,  cown,  oxon, 
^lid  horses,  permitting  only  other  animals  to  be  taken  within  a  rudiua  of  6  leagues 
^»m  the  towns  on  a  payment  of  the  tax. 

Tliat  throogh  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  a  detailed  statement  of  the  tax-paying 
pr ']<erty  shafi  be  sent  to  the  prefects  and  military  chiefs. 

ToapproTc  the  provisional  law  of  civil  marriage  passed  Jnne  4, 18r>9,  by  the  CIiAm- 
W  of  Eepresent stives  of  the  past  revelation  and  to  pnt  it  in  force  on  motion  of  the 
wcretary  of  the  interior. 

To  approve  and  enforce  the  Instructions  as  to  said  law,  which  were  posHod  June  21, 
b)r»,  bjr  the  said  chamber. 

To  confirm  the  appointment  of  inspectors  of  coasts  and  coast  guards  made  provi- 
^7  by  the  general  in  chie£ 

OCTOBEIl  5,  1805. 

That  each  secretary  of  state  shaU  present  to  the  conncil  such  proJcct<<  of  laws  nnd 

^S^lations  aa  shall  be  in  force  in  their  respective  departments,  aiicl  that  the  secre- 

^  of  foreign  relations,  together  with  tne  subsecretar}*,  the  actini;  secretary  of 

^K  aball  draw  a  project  of  criminal  procedure  for  deliberation  and  approval  by  the 
oinuicil, 

OcTonxR  6,  1895. 

To  absolutely  prohibit  the  introduction  in  the  towns  of  all  articles  of  comniorre 
vhjch,  favoring  trade  indirectlv,  aid  the  enemv's  Government,  and  to  confirm  the 
■appointment  of  the  inB])ector  of  shops  and  prefectures  in  the  dJHtrict  of  Tunas  to 
Citizen  Luis  Marti,  provisionally  given  by  the  general  in  chief  of  tiie  third  division 
*f^U,  Capote,  on  September  17, 1896. 

October  16,  1895. 

Tbat  the  secretary  of  the  Government  shall  collect  all  the  laws,  rules,  decrees, 
^d  all  other  orders  of  this  council  and  an  extract  of  the  resolutions  for  publication 
Ui  book  form  for  an  edition  of  500  copies. 

To  apoTove  the  project  of  the  law  for  the  organization  of  the  public  treasury 
PKsentedby  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  approve  the  law  for  the  civil  government  and  administration  of  the  Republic, 
VT«««Qted  by  the  secretary  of  the  interior. 

October  21,  1895. 

Toasod  a  communication  to  the  chiefs  of  army  corps:  to  send  the  secrrtary  of  the 
veasTiry  a  detailed  account  of  all  the  contracts  made  uy  tliem  since  the  beginning 
'^f  the  war,  in  order  that  in  conformity  with  article  21  of  the  constitution  they  bo 
Approved. 

To  give  military  consideration  to  all  civil  functionaries,  appointing  for  tliis  pur- 
poie  s  commiaaion  composed  of  the  secretary  of  tho  interior  and  the  subsccretarv 
^  var,so  that  they  may  present  a  report  as  to  the  rules  to  be  followed  in  this  behalf. 
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OCTOBKB  24, 1899. 

To  approve  the  project  as  to  inatructlonB  of  the  officers  of  the  public  treaaiuy  pr< 
sented  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  approve  the  report  ae  to  the  military  considerations  to  be  ei^oyed  by  the  civ  I 
fonctiouaries,  presented  by  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  the  subsecretary  < 
war,  commissioned  for  this  purpose  at  the  last  session^  which  is  as  follows: 

Tne  president  of  the  Republic,  that  of  general  in  chief  of  the  army ;  the  Tice-pres 
ident,  and  the  secretaries  of  state,  of  mi^or-gem  rals. 

The  secretary  of  the  council  and  chancellor,  brigadier-general ;  the  chiefs  of  depari 
ments  of  states,  civil  governors  and  collectors  of  the  treasniy,  colonels;  the  lies 
tenant-governor,  delegate  of  the  treasury  and  the  secretary  of  administration,  of  tli 
treasury,  minors;  the  prefects,  the  inspectors  of  shops,  of  coast  and  communicatioc 
that  of  captains;  the  subprefects,  and  ensigns. 

All  these  oonsiderations  shall  be  ei^oyod  by  them  unless  they  have  higher  rank. 

OCTOBEB  25,  1895. 

The  following  decree  was  approved: 

Articlb  I.  Ko  one  can  be  punished  by  death,  or  by  imprisonment  or  reprimand 
withont  having  been  previously  judged  bv  court-martial. 

Art.  II.  The  factories,  bams,  houses,  trait  trees,  and  useful  wood  trees  will  b< 
respected  by  all  the  citizens  of  the  Republic. 

Art.  III.  Housebreaking  and  unjustifiable  raids  will  be  severely  punished. 

Art.  IV.  No  citizen  can  be  dispossessed  from  the  house  he  occupies  without  Jnsti 
fiable  motive. 

Art.  Y.  The  forces  on  the  march,  detachments,  or  commissions  will  not  occupj 
inhabited  houses  without  the  consent  of  their  owners,  unless  the  exigekciea  of  tb^ 
war  require  it  or  in  extraordinary  cases,  when  it  will  be  justified  by  the  offieer  ^whc] 
orders  it. 

And  for  the  publication  thereof  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  16 tl] 
instant^  I  publish  the  present  compilation,  which  is  a  true  copy  of  the  origiuals^ 
on  file  m  the  archives  of  my  secretaryship. 

Country  and  liberty. 

Sabanilla,  October  26,  1885. 

JoaA  ClBMBNTK  VlVAKCOi 

Secretary  of  the  Council, 

There  will  soon  be  published  the  laws  of  organization  and  military  ordinances 
drafted  by  the  general  in  chief  and  approved  by  the  council,  which  shall  be  joined  to 
the  present  compilation,  C. 

[Coat  of  Arms  of  Cuban  Repubuc] 

In  the  name  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba  by  delegation  of  the  Cuban  people  in  arms. 
The  constituent  assembly  resolved  by  acclamation  on  this  day  to  confer  on  Tomaa 
Estrada  Palma,  the  diplomatic  representative  and  agent  abroad,  the  title  of  delegate 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  affixed  our  signatures  in  JImaguayu  on  the  18th  ol 
September,  1895. 

Salvador Cesneros, B..  President;  RafaelManduley,Vioe-PreBident;  Enrique Loinaz 
del  Castillo,  Severo  Pina,  Fermin  Valdes  Dominguez,  Rafael  Perez  Morales.  Rat- 
mundo  Sanchez,  .T.  D.  Castillo,  Pedro  Pinan  de  Villegas,  Pedro  Agullera,  Marcos 
Padilla.  Rafael  M.  Portuondo,  Dr.  Santiago  Garcia  Cauizares;  Lope  Recio,  L.;  Oren- 
oio  Nodarse,  secretary ;  Franco  Diaz  Silveira,  Enrique  Cespedes,  Mariano  Sanchei 
Yaillant^  F.  Lopez  Leiva,  secretary;  Joa^  Clemente  Vivanco,  secretary. 

D. 

Abmt  Hbadquartbrs  at  Cumavatagua. 
Mr.  Alfrbdo  Rbgo. 

Mt  Drab  Sir  :  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  polite  note.  I  tee  by  it  the 
generosity  of  your  heart,  and  I  thank  yon,  in  the  name  of  my  superior  offloen,  to 
whom  I  will  communicate  your  humanitarian  act. 

I  send  the  committee  desired  to  bring  back  the  prisoners.    It  takes  this  letter  to 
you  and  is  composed  of  Benito  Mesa  and  Telesforo  Ramirez.    I  beg  you  to  give  them 
the  necessary  aid,  promising  yon  that  your  men  will  be  respected  by  this  garrison. 
Your%tm]j| 

(Signed.)  JoaA  Bevtosmb,  lAwtttumi. 


ilfH  OOHOBS88,  >  SENATE.  5  DOOUXXNY 

iit  Anion.       f  \    No.  213. 


or  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATE& 


MESSAGE 

FROM  THS 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


Ur  RXftPONSS  TO 


Raolufian  of  the  Senate  of  March  24y  1896,  requesting  that  ike  Senate  be 
furnished  with  the  eorrespondenoe  of  the  Department  of  State  between 
Xiyrember  5, 1875j  and  the  date  of  the  pacification  of  Cuba  in  1878y 
relating  to  the  eubiectof  mediation  or  intervention  by  the  United  States 
in  the  affairs  of  Vuba^  ^ansmitting  report  from  the  Secretary  0/  State 
vith  such  papers  as  seem  to  be  called  for  by  the  resolution. 


^noL  15,  1896. — ^Refemd  to  this  Commlttoa  on  Foreign  RaUtlont  and  ordered  to  bo 

printed. 


To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

in  response  to  the  resolntion  of  March  24, 1896,  requesting  that  the 
Senate  be  famished  with  the  correspondence  of  the  Department  of 
^tate  between  November  6, 1875,  and  the  date  of  the  pacification  of 
Cuba  in  1878,  relating  to  the  subject  of  mediation  or  intervention  by 
the  United  States  in  the  affairs  of  that  island,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
t^e  Secretary  of  State,  forwarding  snch  papers  as  seem  to  be  called  for 
by  the  resolntion  in  question. 

Okoyeb  Cleveland. 

Ex£cuTivx  Mansion. 

Washingtonj  April  15^  1896. 


The  Pbbsident  : 

In  i-esponse  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
dated  March  24, 1896,  reading  as  follows— 

^{vftl,  That  the  President  be  rea nested,  if  in  his  opinion  not  incompatible  with 
the  pnblio  interest,  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  dispatches,  notes,  and 
^^^t^rams  in  the  Department  of  State,  from  and  after  the  note  from  Secretary  Fish 
^^Mr.  Cnshinff  of  November  5,  1875,  and  inolnding  that  note,  until  the  pacification 
('I  Cuba  iu  18^,  which  relate  to  mediation  or  intervention  by  the  United  States  in 
^»<i  affairs  of  that  island,  together  with  all  correspondence  with  foreign  Govemments 
luting  to  tho  same  topic 


tbe  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State,  has  the  honor  to  submit  for  trans- 
mission to  the  Senate,  if  deemed  compatible  with  the  public  interest, 
copies  of  such  papers  ou  file  in  this  Department  as  appear  to  be  called 
^^t  by  the  above  resolution* 

Richard  Olnby. 
DxpABTHSivT  OP  State. 

Washingt^m^  April  15^  1896. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SPAIN. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Cmhing.^ 

No.  266.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  Novemher  5,  1875. 

SiB:  Pursuant  to  the  intimation  conveyed  in  my  No.  242, 1  deem  i1 
necessary  to  recur  to  the  general  question  of  our  relations  with  Spain 
and  to  consider  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  disposing  of  tlic 
outstanding  questions  which  for  some  time  past  have  seriously  threat 
ened  the  relations  of  the  two  countries. 

At  the  time  of  your  departure  for  Madrid,  apart  from  the  general 
question  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  affairs  in  Cuba  and  the  fail- 
ure to  suppress  the  revolution,  several  prominent  questions  remained 
unadjusted,  the  settlement  of  which  was  deemed  necessary  before  any 
satisfactory  relations  with  Spain  could  be  established  or  maintained. 
Upon  all  of  these  you  were  instructed. 

The  most  prominent  fvmong  them  were  the  questions  arising  from  the 
embargo  and  confiscation  of  estates  of  American  citizens  in  Cuba;  those 
relating  to  the  trial  of  American  citizens  in  that  island,  in  violation  at 
treaty  obligations,  and  the  claims  arising  out  of  the  capture  of  the 
Virginius,  including  the  trial  and  punishment  of  General  Burriel. 

After  the  expiration  of  more  than  eighteen  months,  it  seems  advisa- 
ble to  examine  wliat  progress  has  been  made  and  to  consider  our  pres- 
ent relations  with  Spain. 

In  reference  to  the  jirbitrary  seizure  and  withholding  of  the  estates  and 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  Cuba,  under  proceedings  of 
confiscation  or  embargo,  so  called,  a  separate  instruction  was  addressed 
to  you  under  date  of  February  C,  prior  to  your  departure  for  your  post. 

1  referred  therein  to  the  general  facts  surrounding  these  cases,  to  the 
arbitrary  action  of  the  authorities,  by  which  the  property  of  American 
citizens  had  been  seized  in  violation  of  treaty  provisions,  In  the  absence 
of  judicial  proceedings,  without  hearing,  and  under  such  circumstances 
as  to  call  for  vigorous  protest  and  demands  on  behalf  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

The  general  facts  surrounding  these  cases  are  well  known. 

It  is  not  pretended,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  that  any  legal  justification 
for  these  wrongs  has  been  attempted  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of 
Spain,  or  that  these  proceedings  in  Cuba  are  defended  or  upheld. 

On  the  contrary,  pursuant  to  the  decree  issued  by  the  Government 
on  the  12th  of  July,  1873,  the  illegality  and  indefensible  character  of 
these  iicts  were  admitted,  and  the  embargoes  were  ordered  to  be 
removed  and  the  property  to  be  restored. 

This  decree  was  at  first  received  in  Cuba  with  calm  indifl'erencc,  not 
even  published  or  adverted  to,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  authorities 
were  in  no  notable  respect  changed  thereby. 

1  Reprtntod  from  Hoase  Ex.  Doo.  No.  90,  Forty-fourth  Congress,  first  Mssion. 
44 


APFAIBS   m  CUBA.  45 

At  tho  time  of  the  visit  of  SeHor  Soler  y  Pin,  minister  of  nltrainar, 
tbe  decree  was  in  some  instances  recognized,  and  some  insigniticant 
v'leps  taken,  in  individual  csises,  to  comply  therewith. 

in  general^  however,  it  was  claimed,  either  that  incunibrnnces  existed, 
Diakiog  a  oonipliance  therewith  impossible,  or  tlie  delivery  was  otlered 
burdened  by  leases  or  incuuibranceSy  and  coupled  with  unfair  condi- 
tions or  demaniU,  or  delivery  was  avoided,  on  the  ground  that  partic- 
ular property  was  confiscated,  not  embargoed*  In  fact,  the  decree  was 
treated  in  general  with  supreme  indifference. 

YoQ  were  informed  that  the  President,  while  not  disi)osed  to  question 
the  willingness  of  the  authorities  in  Spain  to  do  justice  to  this  Govern- 
ineotand  her  citizens,  exi)ected  that  means  would  be  found  to  compel 
the  agents  in  Cuba  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  supreme  Government. 

i>Qtli  was  the  condition  of  the  question  at  the  date  of  your  departure. 
Numbers  of  American  citizens  had  at  this  time  been  deprived  of  their 
property,  and  were  anxiously  awaiting  the  performance  of  the  promiHcs 
and  assurances  which  had  been  given  by  the  Spanish  Government.  In 
'pile  of  all  the  efforts  which  yon  have  made,  intelligent  and  energetic 
^'tbey  have  been,  no  effectual  result  has  been  accomplished. 

imiuediately  after  you  had  entered  on  your  duties,  in  your  No.  Ii4, 
nnder  date  of  June  2,  you  reported  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Ulloa,  hav- 
ing reference  to  this  question,  and  in  your  No.  39,of  June  22,  youadviHO 
tlie  Department  of  a  note  addres.sed  to  the  minister  of  state,  calling 
uteution  to  the  piirticnlar  cases  of  Mr.  Criado  and  Mrs.  Farres  de  Mora, 
i^tid  U)  the  general  question. 

Aithongh  orders  of  disembargo  had  been  issued,  and  as  early  as 
Jaunary,  1873,  tho  then  minister  of  state  at  Madrid  had  expressed  sur- 
prise and  regret  at  the  continued  delay  in  these  particular  cases,  Mr. 
'  lioa  informed  you,  under  date  of  July  7, 1874,  that  tho  ministry  was 
1^  want  of  information  as  to  these  cases,  and  that  the  information  had 
'•eeD  requested  throngh  the  minister  of  the  colonies,  lie  a<Uled,  liow- 
6yer,that  the  Spanish  Government  proposed  to  adopt,  with  all  possible 
<ii'«patch,  a  general  system  with  respect  to  pendin<;  eml)argoe8,  andtliat 
that  important  question  would  be  set  at  rest  in  eonforniity  with  the 
tnie  interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  with  that  respect  which 
^^e  Spanish  Government  had  for  its  obligations. 

Tbefte  assurances  were  repeated  to  you  by  Mr.  Ulloa  (as  reported  in 
Mi  No.  95,  under  date  of  SepU»mber  7,  1874),  and  in  your  No.  153, 
d^ted  November  23,  it  appears  that  similar  statements  were  again 
ttiade. 

^'evertheless,  with  all  these  cases  long  since  brought  to  the  attention 
jf  tbe  Spanish  Government,  with  the  case  of  Mrs.  Farres  de  Mora 
^fore  tbe  minister  of  state,  in  connection  with  that  of  Mr.  Griado,  Mr. 
yUoa  took  occasion  to  reply  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Criado  alone,  as  rei)orted 
iQyoorNo.  195,  to  the  effect  that  he  was  not  a  bona  lide  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  thus  to  avoid  the  decision  of  tlie  issue  before  him. 
.  po  far  as  this  case  was  concerned,  Mr.  Griado  was  but  one  individual 
joiutly  interested  with  others  in  the  decision  of  a  principle,  and  because 
^^leflaw  was  supposed  to  have  been  found  as  to  his  right  to  claim  the 
J^nefit  of  the  general  principle  when  decided,  opportunity  was  taken 
^decline  to  make  any  decision  on  the  principle  itself.  It  is  ascer- 
^fined,  however,  not  only  that  the  claim  that  Mr.  Griado  is  not  a 
citizen  ir  not  well  founded,  but  a  trial  of  his  claim  before  the  mixed 
J'^^tnission  is  progressing,  and  this  questi(m  has  not  there  been  raised ; 
^^?t  the  advocate  on  the  part  of  Spain  is  understood  to  have  declared 
''^if  satistied  as  to  Mr.  Griado^s  citizenship.    The  Spanish  Govern- 
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ment  thus  avoiding  the  issue,  you  again  argued  the  question  in  tb€ 
cases  of  Mrs.  Fan^es  de  Mora  and  Mr.  Delgado,  as  reported  in  yooi 
Fo.  322. 

Subsequent  to  this  date,  in  several  dispatches,  viz,  in  your  Nob.  38*; 
442,  452,  and  511  (the  last  being  dated  September  8  ultimo),  and  ii 
several  telegrams,  you  have  reported  the  progress  of  a  scheme  of  sot 
tlement,  which  it  was  thought  was  about  to  be  accomplished,  when  t 
change  in  the  cabiuet  suddenly  displaced  Mr.  Castro. 

Whether,  had  Mr.  Oastro  remained  in  office,  a  general  order  or  decree 
would  have  been  issued  of  the  character  referred  to  in  your  No.  611,  it 
is  of  course  impossible  to  say,  and  whether,  if  issued,  it  would  have 
received  a  more  respectful  obedience  than  the  prior  orders  on  this 
question,  must  also  remain  unanswered. 

However,  you  state  that  the  question  ha«  been  reopened,  and  as  you 
inform  me  with  some  prospect  of  an  adjustment.  But  no  adjustment 
has  yet  been  reached,  and  the  general  question  has  been  pending'  for 
more  than  six  years. 

The  kindred  treaty  question  in  reference  to  the  trial  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  Cuba  by  court-martial  and  the  arrest  and  punish- 
ment of  our  citizens  without  trial  in  that  island  in  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  1795  is  substantially  in  the  same  position. 
This  Oovernment,  prior  to  your  appointment,  had  unfortunately  been 
compelled  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  its  citizens  on  several  oocasions 
where  the  authorities  in  Ouba  had  entirely  disregarded  not  only  pro- 
visions of  our  treaty,  but  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare. 

After  your  arrival  at  your  post,  you  addressed  the  Oovernment  in 
reference  thereto  on  various  occasions,  both  in  connection  with  the  con- 
fiscation and  embargo  cases  and  separately. 

The  authorities  of  Spain  have  been  loud  in  their  denunciations  of  acts 
of  cruelty  when  perpetrated  by  the  Garlists,  and  while  in  some  quarters 
martial  law  has  been  looked  upon  as  the  natural  refuge  of  the  mother 
country  or  her  colonial  authorities,  when  deemed  necessary  and  con- 
venient,  still  the  same  difficulty  has  occurred  in  inducing  any  minister 
of  state  to  fairly  meet  the  question,  and  either  commit  himself  to  a  jus- 
tification  of  such  practices  or  to  frankly  admit  that  they  were  in  viola- 
tion of  treaty  obligations  and  public  law  and  to  provide  a  remedy. 

It  is  true  that  in  isolated  cases,  where  the  Spanish  Oovernment  has 
been  shown  that  insistance  on  trial  by  courts-martial  implied  a  state  of 
war  in  Cuba,  which  might  lead  to  logical  consequences,  the  authorities 
have  admitted  the  justice  of  our  position,  as  in  the  orders  sent  to  the 
Captain-General  in  1873,  proposing  the  trial  of  the  sailors  of  the  bark 
Union  by  the  ordinary  tribunals,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  1795,  as 
referred  to  in  my  Ko.  246;  but,  in  general,  when  these  questions  have 
been  presented,  the  different  ministers  of  state  have  contented  them- 
selves with  expressing  their  intention  to  fairly  respond,  and  the  intention 
of  Spain  to  perform  all  her  treaty  obligations.  KotE^bly  among  them 
you  state,  in  your  No.  195,  that  after  having  addressed  Mr.  Ulloa  npon 
this  question  in  Dockray's  case  he  promised  to  meet  the  issue. 

That  promise  remains  unperformed,  and  although  the  late  negotia- 
tions by  which  it  was  hoped  some  solution  of  these  questions  might  be 
reached  would  have  applied  also  to  this  question  the  matter  remains 
undisposed  of,  and  the  authorities  of  Cuba  are  enabled  upon  conven- 
ient occasion,  in  obedience  to  supposed  necessity,  to  again  resort  to 
such  military  tribunals  or  to  punish  without  a  trial. 

This  simple  narration  of  facts  as  to  these  two  questions,  the  promises 
made  and  repeated,  the  assurances  given  from  time  to  time  that  some- 
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iiing  should  be  done,  the  admission  of  the  justioe  of  the  demands  of 
'i.L<  eomitry,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  expressing  regret  for  these  wrongs 
\vA  promiiiiDg  redress,  followed  as  they  have  been  by  absolutely  uc 
ri^rfonnancre  and  no  practical  steps  whatever  toward  performance,  need 
.10  extendi  comment. 

In  the  eases  of  embargo  and  oonflscation,  not  only  have  wrongs  been 
.iTig  sinee  done,  bnt  continning  and  repeated  wrongs  are  daily  infiictM. 
The  authorities  of  Spain  in  Cuba,  during  all  this  time,  have  been  and  are 
n^ing  the  revenues  of  the  confiscated  or  embargoed  estates,  appropriat* 
ihz  much  of  the  property  itself,  and  in  some  cases  executing  long 
>i^eSj  or  aetoally  making  sales,  either  on  the  allegation  that  tiixes 
7ere  due  or  without  any  excuse  whatever. 

In  the  cases  of  arrest  and  punishment,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
ij  like  manner,  have  undergone  punishment  because  the  authorities  of 
^pain  do  not  meet  the  issue  and  decide  the  question. 

Turning  to  the  questions  which  arose  from  the  capture  of  the  Vir- 
'jiniuBj  and  the  executions  which  followed,  no  extended  reference  is 
leqaiied. 

The  particulars  of  the  delivery  of  the  vessel  to  this  Government,  nnd 
Mie  payment  to  both  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  consider- 
ible  sums  as  compensation  for  the  acts  of  the  authorities  in  ordering 
'he  execution  of  53  of  the  passengers  and  crew  under  circumstances  of 
^•tculiar  brutality,  have  passed  into  history. 

So  far  aa  a  payment  of  money  can  atone  for  the  execution  of  these 
QTiT)rotected  prisoners,  that  has  been  accomplished. 

ilie  higher  and  more  imperative  duty  which  the  Government  of  Spain 
asisumed  by  the  protocol  of  November  29, 1873,  namely,  to  bring  to  jus- 
tice General  Burriel  and  the  other  principal  offenders  in  this  tragedy, 
has  been  evaded  and  entirely  neglected. 

Having  made  this  neglect  the  subject  of  a  separate  iustru(ttion,  under 
tLis  date,  I  abstain  from  further  reference  thereto. 

While  I  have  no  desire  to  detract  from  the  settlement  which  was 
obtained,  or  to  depreciate  the  action  of  Mr.  Castro,  the  minister  of  state, 
in  the  x>ayment  of  the  indemnity,  particularly  as  he  seemed  from  tiie 
first  presentation  of  the  question  to  be  impressed  with  the  justice  of  the 
complaint,  and  to  regard  with  natural  aversion  the  acts  which  gave  rise 
to  it,  it  is  bat  just,  in  considering  the  general  course  of  the  authorities 
in  Spain  toward  this  country,  to  refer  to  the  long  delay  in  reaching  an 
adjustment,  and  principally  to  the  fact  that  a  basis  of  settlement  was 
at  last  reached  only  after  every  delay  had  apparently  been  exliausted. 

As  yon  are  aware,  Mr.  ITlloa,  then  minister  of  state,  under  date  of 
AngvLBt  18, 1874,  and  probably  impelled  by  some  pressing  necessity, 
^drireased  the  British  chargfS  d'affaires  at  Madrid,  substantially  agree- 
ing to  settle  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  for  the  execution  of  the  British 
^abjeets  on  board  that  vessel. 

The  equally  strong,  if  not  stronger,  claim  of  the  United  States  con- 
tinued to  be  discussed  in  Madrid  after  the  promise  of  settlement  with 
Great  Britain  had  been  made,  and  information  of  this  adjustment 
reached  this  Government  a  considerable  time  after  its  conchision,  and 
not  through  the  authorities  of  Spain.  Our  settlement  was  only  accom- 
plished in  the  month  of  March  following. 

In  doing  exact  justice  it  is  but  proper,  however,  to  give  Mr.  Castro 
dae  credit  for  the  payment  of  the  amount  finally  agreed  upon,  without 
further  controversy,  and  before  the  time  stipulated  for  payment  had 
expired. 

In  adverting  to  these  delays  and  failures  to  meet  our  just  demands  on 
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the  part  of  the  aathorities,  I  roust  express  satisfaction  with  your  patlen< 
and  energy  under  these  adverse  circumstances,  and  particularly 
beginning  anew  with  each  rapidly  succeeding  minister  of  state,  ai 
representing  again  and  again  these  different  questions.    Progress 
these  matters  has  not  been  delayed  from  want  of  information  firom  y o 
nor  from  lack  of  faithful  and  forcible  presentation. 

Having  touched  on  these  particular  questions,  which  have  late 
been  prominent  as  disturbing  causes  with  Spain,  it  is  necessary  to  a.!: 
refer  to  the  general  condition  of  affairs  in  Cuba  as  affecting  our  relatioi 
with  the  mother  country. 

In  my  Ko.  2,  of  February  6, 1874  (the  first  instruction  addresscnl  i 
you  on  general  matters  pertaining  to  your  mission),  I  referred  at  len^l 
to  the  views  entertained  by  the  President  and  to  the  position  of  th 
Government. 

It  was  then  more  than  five  years  since  an  organized  insurrection  ha 
broken  out  which  the  Government  of  Spain  had  been  entirely  unable  1 
suppress.  At  that  time  the  firm  conviction  of  the  President  vfB 
announced  that  whatever  might  be  the  vicissitudes  of  the  struggle,  an 
whatever  efforts  might  be  put  forth  by  the  Spanish  power  in  Cuba,  n 
doubt  could  be  entertained  that  the  final  issue  of  the  conflict  would  b 
to  break  the  bonds  which  attached  Cuba  as  a  colony  to  Spain. 

While  remembering  and  observing  the  duties  which  this  GoverumeD^ 
as  one  of  the  family  of  nations,  owes  to  another  member,  by  public  la\^ 
treaties,  or  the  particular  statutes  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  i<ll 
to  attempt  to  conceal  the  interest  and  sympathy  with  which  American 
in  the  United  States  regard  any  attemx)t  of  a  numerous  people  on  tbi 
continent  to  be  relieved  of  ties  which  hold  them  in  the  position  of  cole 
nial  subjection  to  a  distant  power,  and  to  assume  the  independence  au< 
right  of  self  control  which  natural  rights  and  the  spirit  of  the  age  accor< 
to  them. 

When,  moreover,  this  struggle,  in  progress  on  our  very  borders,  fron 
its  commencement  has  involved  the  property  and  interests  of  citizens  u 
the  United  States,  has  disturbed  our  tranquillity  and  commerce,  ha 
called  upon  us  not  infrequently  to  witness  barbarous  violations  of  i\v 
rules  of  civilized  warfare,  and  compelled  us  for  the  sake  of  humanity  t 
raise  our  voice  by  way  of  protest;  and  when,  more  than  all,  we  see  in  tin 
contest  the  final  struggle  in  this  hemisphere  between  slavery  and  free 
dom,  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  the  Government  and  people  of  tbi. 
country  failed  at  any  time  to  take  peculiar  interest  in  the  termiuatioi 
of  such  contest. 

In  this  early  instruction  was  expressed  the  sincere  and  unselfish  hop< 
of  the  President  that  the  Government  of  Spain  would  seek  some  honor 
able  and  satisfactory  adjustment,  based  upon  emancipation  and  self 
government,  which  would  restore  peace  and  afford  a  prospect  of  a  returi 
of  prosperity  to  Cuba. 

Almost  two  years  have  passed  since  those  instructions  were  issuer! 
and  those  strong  hopes  expressed,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  situa 
tion  has  in  no  respect  improved. 

The  horrors  of  war  have  in  no  perceptible  measure  abated;  the  incou 
veniences  and  injuries  which  we  then  suffered  have  remained,  and 
others  have  been  added;  the  ravages  of  war  have  touched  new  part^ 
of  the  island,  and  well-nigh  ruined  its  financial  and  agricultural  sys^ 
tem  and  its  relations  to  the  commerce  of  the  world.  No  effective  at^^j)^ 
have  been  taken  to  establish  reforms  or  remedy  abuses,  and  the  efiort 
to  suppress  the  insurrection  by  force  alone  has  been  a  complete  failure. 

In  the  meantime  the  material  interests  of  trade  and  •(  oommerce  ar« 
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iT.palred  to  a  degree  which  calls  for  remonstrance,  if  not  for  another 
.::  e  of  oondact,  on  the  part  of  all  commercial  nations. 

Whether  it  befirom  the  severity  and  inhnmanity  with  which  thecflfort 
hafi  been  made  to  snppress  the  insurrection,  and  from  a  supposed  justi* 
Lc-ation  of  retaliation  for  violations  of  the  rules  of  civili/ed  warfare  by 
otber  violatione  and  by  acts  of  barbarism,  of  incendiarism,  and  outrode, 
the  world  is  witnessing  on  the  part  of  the  insurgents,  whom  Spain  still 
''  Uims  as  subjects,  and  for  whose  acts,  if  subje<*tH,  Spain  must  be  hold 
^xountable  in  the  judgment  of  the  world,  a  warfare,  not  of  tlie  legiti- 
siate  strife  of  relative  force  and  strength,  but  of  pillage  and  incendia- 
r^nL,  the  burning  of  estates  and  of  sugar  mills,  the  destruction  of  the 
c*'<ins  of  prodnction  and  of  the  wealth  of  the  island. 

The  United  States  purchases  more  largely  than  any  other  people  of 
::je  prodactiona  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  therefore,  more  than  any 

:ber  for  this  reason,  and  still  more  by  reason  of  its  immediate  nei^U« 
Mrhood,  is  interested  in  the  arrest  of  a  system  of  wanton  destruction 
^iiich  di^gTBcem  the  age  and  affects  every  commercial  people  on  the 
f  ice  of  the  globe. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Spain  has 
rejected  all  snggestions  of  reform  or  offers  of  mediation  made  by  this 
Government,  and  has  refused  all  measures  looking  to  a  reconciliation, 
neept  on  terms  which  make  reconciliation  an  impossibility,  the  ditU- 
culty  of  the  sitnation  becomes  increased. 

\Vhen,  however,  in  addition  to  thesn  general  causes  of  dinflcnlty,  we 
fiiid  the  Spanish  Government  neglectful  also  of  the  obli<,Mtions  of 
treaties  and  solemn  compacts  and  unwilling  to  afford  any  n MJiess  for 
IriDg'Oontinaed  and  well-founde<I  wrongs  suffered  by  our  citi/ens,  it 
Ix^omes  a  serious  question  how  long  such  a  condition  of  thiii^^s  can  or 
^bould  be  allowed  to  exist,  and  compels  us  to  iuiiuire  whether  the  point 
h'dA  not  been  reache<l  where  longer  endurance  ceivses  to  be  possible. 

Daring  all  this  time,  and  under  these  aggravated  circumstances,  this 
Government  has  not  failed  to  perform  her  obligations  to  Spain  as  scrupu- 
loasly  as  toward  other  nations. 

In  fioct,  it  might  be  said  that  we  have  not  only  been  long  suffering, 
becaase  of  the  embarrassments  snrrounding  the  Spanish  (loverninent, 
but  particularly  careful  to  give  no  occasion  for  complaint  for  the  same 
reason. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  authorities  of  Spain  have  not  at  all  times 
appreciated  oar  intentions  or  our  purposes  in  these  respects,  and,  T\'liile 
insisting  that  a  state  of  war  does  not  exist  in  Cuba  and  that  no  ri^lits 
as  belligerents  should  be  accorded  to  the  insurrectionists,  have  at  the 
same  time  demanded  for  themselves  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which 
tiow  from  actual  and  acknowledged  war. 

It  wlU  be  apparent  that  such  a  state  of  thinp^s  can  not  continue.  It 
Is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  our  relations  with  Spain, 
even  on  their  present  footing,  that  our  Just  demands  for  the  return  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  their  estates  in  Cuba,  unincumbered, 
and  for  securing  to  them  a  trial  for  offenses  according  to  treaty  provi- 
sions and  all  other  rights  guaranteed  by  treaty  and  by  public  law  should 
L)e  complied  with. 

Whether  the  Spanish  Government,  appreciating  the  forbearance  of 
thmcoantry,  will  speedily  and  satisfactorily  adjust  the  pending  ques- 
tions, not  by  the  issue  of  empty  orders  or  decrees  without  force  or  effect 
io  Onbft,  but  by  comprehensive  and  firm  measures  which  shall  every- 
^^bere  bo  respected,  I  anxiously  await  further  intelli.i,^ence. 

Moreover,  apart  from  these  particular  questions,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
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President  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  interests  of  this  country,  tfi 
preservation  of  its  commerce,  and  the  instincts  of  humanity  alilf 
demand  that  some  speedy  and  satisfactory  ending  be  made  of  the  stril 
that  is  devastating  Cuba. 

A  disastrous  conflict  of  more  than  seven  years'  duration  has  demo] 
strat^d  the  inability  of  Spain  to  maintain  peace  and  order  in  an  islan 
lying  at  our  door.  Desolation  and  destruction  of  life  and  property  lia\ 
been  the  only  results  of  this  conflict. 

The  United  States  sympathizes  in  the  fact  that  this  inability  resull 
in  a  large  degree  from  the  unhappy  condition  of  Spain  at  home  and  t 
some  extent  from  the  distractions  which  are  dividing  her  people.  Bi! 
the  fact  remains.  Added  to  this  are  the  large  expanse  of  ocean  sep^ 
rating  the  peninsula  from  the  island  and  the  want  of  harmony  aud  i 
personal  sympathy  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  til 
home  government  and  those  of  the  colony,  the  distinction  of  classes  j 
the  latter  between  rulers  and  subjects,  the  want  of  adaptation  of  tl] 
ancient  colonial  system  of  Spain  to  the  present  times  and  to  the  ideit 
which  the  events  of  the  past  age  have  impressed  upon  the  peoples  < 
every  reading  and  thinking  country. 

Great  Britain,  wisely,  has  relaxed  the  old  system  of  colonial  depeuc 
ence,  and  is  reaping  the  benefits  in  the  contentedness  and  peacefi 
prosecution  of  the  arts  of  pea^e  and  in  the  channels  of  commerce  an 
of  industry,  in  colonies  which  under  restraint  might  have  qnestioiie 
and  resisted  the  power  of  control  from  a  distant  government  and  luiglj 
have  exhibited,  as  does  Cuba,  a  chronic  condition  of  insurrection,  tu] 
bulence,  and  rebellion. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  it  can  not  be  questioned  that  the  continuej 
maintenance,  in  the  face  of  decrees  and  enactments  to  the  contrary,  < 
a  compulsory  system  of  slave  labor  is  a  cause  of  disquiet  and  of  excite 
ment  to  a  large  class  in  the  island,  as  also  in  the  United  States,  wbid 
the  Government  of  Spain  has  led  us,  by  very  distinct  assurances,  t 
expect  should  be  removed,  and  which  the  enlightened  Christianity  c 
the  age  condemns. 

The  contest  and  disorder  in  Cuba  affect  the  United  States  directl 
and  injuriously  by  the  presence  in  this  country  of  partisans  of  the  revo] 
who  have  fled  hither  (in  consequence  of  the  proximity  of  territory)  a 
to  a  political  asylum,  and  who,  by  their  plottings,  are  disturbers  of  th| 
public  peace. 

The  United  States  has  exerted  itself  to  the  utmost,  for  seven  yeanj 
to  repress  unlawful  acts  on  the  part  of  these  self-exiled  subjects  d 
Spain,  relying  on  the  promise  of  Spain  to  pacify  the  island.  Sevel 
years  of  strain  on  the  powers  of  this  Government  to  fulfill  all  that  th 
most  exacting  demands  of  one  Government  can  make,  under  any  do< 
trine  or  claim  of  international  obligation,  upon  another,  have  not  wij 
nessed  the  much  hoped  for  pacification.  The  United  States  feels  itsel 
entitled  to  be  relieved  of  this  strain. 

The  severe  measures,  injurious  to  the  United  States  and  often  in  cot 
flict  with  public  law,  which  the  colonial  oflBcers  have  taken  to  subdne  thi 
insurrection ;  the  indifiereuce,  and  ofttimes  the  offensive  assaults  upol 
the  just  susceptibilities  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  thei 
Government,  which  have  characterized  that  portion  of  the  peninsula 
population  of  Havana  which  has  sustained  and  upheld,  if  it  has  not  con 
trolled,  successive  governors-general,  and  whichhave  led  to  the  disregaH 
of  orders  and  decrees  which  the  more  enlarged  wisdom  and  the  raor 
friendly  councils  of  the  home  Government  had  enacted;  the  cruelty  an^ 
inhumanity  which  have  characterized  the  contest,  both  on  the  part  0 
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te  oolonial  goTemment  and  of  the  revolt,  for  seven  years,  and  the 
<ie?tniction  of  valuable  properties  and  IndustrieH  by  arson  and  pillage, 
Ttdch  Spain  appears  anable,  however  desiron:^,  to  prevent  and  ntop,  in 
ID  bland  3,000  miles  distant  from  her  shores,  but  lying  within  sight  of 
m  coast,  with  whiidti  trade  and  constant  intercourse  are  unavoidable, 
^causes of  annoyance  and  of  injury  to  the  United  States,  which  a 
I«opIe  can  not  be  expected  to  tolerate  without  the  assured  prospect  of 
Llieir  terminatiou* 

The  United  States  has  more  than  once  been  solicited  by  the  insnr- 
gtots  to  extend  to  them  its  aid,  but  has  for  years  Iiitherto  resisted  such 
solicitation,  and  has  endeavored  by  thf)  tender  of  its  goo<l  ofhces,  in 
^heway  of  mediation,  advice,  and  remonstrance,  to  bring  to  an  end  a 
i^reat  evil,  which  has  pressed  sorely  upon  the  interests  both  of  the 
Government  and  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  also  upon  the 
commercial  interests  of  other  nations. 

A  sincere  frtendship  for  Spain,  and  for  her  people,  whether  penin- 
sular or  insular,  and  an  equally  sincere  reluctance  to  adopt  any  meiis- 
'^es  which  might  injure  or  humble  the  ancient  ally  of  the  United 
"^Utes,  has  characterized  the  conduct  of  this  Ooveniment  in  every  step 
aoriiig  these  sad  and  distressing  vears,  and  the  President  is  still  ani- 
|iuted  by  the  same  feelings,  and  desires  above  all  things  to  aid  her  and 
uer  jieople  to  enter  once  more  upon  the  path  of  safety  and  repose. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  President,  in  the  year  180!),  tendered 
tbe^ood  offices  of  the  United  States  for  the  pur))i)He  of  bringing  to  a 
close  the  civil  war  in  Cuba.  This  offer  was  made  delicately,  in  good 
^'iith,  and  in  fKendship  to  both  parties  to  the  contest. 

(general  Prim,  as  the  representative  of  the  Spanish  Government, 
vbile  recognizing  the  good  faith  and  friendship  with  which  this  oiler 
^u  made,  replied : 

.  ^e  can  better  proceed  in  the  present  aitaation  of  thinffA  without  oven  this  frirndly 
iGt«rrention.  A  time  wUl  come  when  the  ^ood  oHices  of  tbo  Uiiitod  St»t«>(i  will  be 
|>'t  only  neefal  bnt  indiepensable  in  the  iinal  arraii^enionte  between  Spain  and 
^'iba.  We  will  ascertain  the  form  in  which  tbey  can  be  employed  and  coulickntly 
coaot  upon  yoar  aseistance. 

The  United  States  replied  that  its  good  offices  for  that  object  wonld 
^at anytime  at  the  service  of  the  parties  to  the  conflict.  This  (lov- 
^nimeiit  has  ever  since  been  ready  thus  to  aid  in  restoring  peace  and 

quiet 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  heretofore  given  expression 
to  no  policy  in  reference  to  the  insurrection  in  Cuba,  because  it  has 
liOueBtly  and  sincerely  hoped  that  no  declaration  of  policy  on  its  part 
vould  be  required. 

The  President  feels  that  longer  reticence  wonld  be  inconsistent  with 
we  interests  of  both  Governments. 

Oor  rdations  with  Spain  are  in  that  critical  position  that  another 
'**izare  similar  to  that  of  the  Virgmius^  other  executions  of  citizens  of 
m  United  States  in  Cnba,  other  wrongs  of  a  less  objectionable  charac- 
t^T  even  than  many  which  have  been  already  suflered  by  our  citizens 
*ith  sunple  remonstrance,  or  possibly  even  some  new  act  of  excep- 
tional severity  in  Ouba,  may  suddenly  produce  a  feeling  and  excitement 
^uich  might  force  events  which  this  Government  anxiously  desires  to 

The  President  hopes  that  Spain  may  spontaneously  adopt  measures 
liking  to  a  reeonciliation  and  to  the  speedy  restoration  of  peace  and 
tae  urg^Dization  of  a  stable  and  satisfactory  system  of  government  in 
^eUlandof  Cuba. 
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In  the  absence  of  any  prospect  of  a  termination  of  the  war,  or  of  i 
change  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted  on  either  side 
feels  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  it  may  be  the  duty  of  other  Gove 
ments  to  intervene,  solely  with  a  view  of  bringing  to  an  end  sk  < 
astrous  and  destractive  conflict,  and  of  restoring  peace  in  the  islanc 
Cuba.  Ko  Government  is  more  deeply  interested  in  the  order  t 
peaceful  administration  of  this  island  than  is  that  of  the  United  Stai 
and  none  has  sufi'ered  as  has  the  United  States  from  the  condit 
which  has  obtained  there  during  the  past  six  or  seven  years.  He  \^ 
therefore,  feel  it  his  duty  at  an  early  day  to  submit  the  subject  in  t 
light,  and  accompanied  by  an  expression  of  the  views  above  present 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

This  conclusion  is  reached  with  reluctance  and  regret. 

It  is  reached  after  every  other  expedient  has  been  attempted  s 
proved  a  failure,  and  in  the  firm  conviction  that  the  period  has  at  1 
arrived  when  no  other  course  remains  for  this  Government. 

It  is  believed  to  be  a  just  and  friendly  act  to  frankly  communicj 
this  conclusion  to  the  Spanish  Government. 

You  will  therefore  take  an  early  occasion  thus  to  inform  that  G< 
ernment. 

In  making  the  communication,  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Preside 
to  impress  upon  the  authorities  of  Spain  the  continued  friendly  dis] 
sition  of  this  Government,  and  that  it  has  no  ulterior  or  selfish  obje< 
in  view  and  no  desire  to  become  a  party  in  the  conflict,  but  is  mov 
solely  by  the  imperative  necessities  of  a  proper  regard  to  its  own  p 
tection  and  its  own  interests  and  the  interests  of  humanity,  and,  as 
firmly  believe,  in  the  ultimate  interest  of  Spain  itself. 

In  informing  the  Spanish  Government  of  these  conclusions  pursu&i 
hereto,  you  are  authorized  to  read  this  instruction  to  the  minister 
state,  or  to  state  the  substance  and  purport  thereof,  as  you  may  dei 
most  advisable. 

You  will,  of  course,  keep  me  advised,  by  telegraph  and  by  post, 
your  proceedings  pursuant  to  this  instruction. 
I  am,  etc., 

Hamilton  Fish, 


ilfr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Gushing. 

'So.  267.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  November  5, 1875. 

SiB:  Herewith  you  will  receive  instruction  No.  266,  being  a  genei 
review  of  our  relations  with  Spain,  and  the  announcement  of  certain  co 
elusions  of  the  President  which  you  are  therein  instructed  to  comni 
nicate  to  the  Government  of  Spain. 

It  has  been  deemed  proper  to  send  confidentially  a  copy  of  instru 
tion  No.  266  to  General  Schenck,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  i 
London,  with  instructions  to  read  the  same  to  Lord  Derby,  and  i 
suggest  to  the  British  Government  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  tl 
United  States,  and  in  our  opinion  tend  to  the  adjustment  of  the  que 
tion  of  the  pacification  of  Cuba,  if  not  to  the  preservation  of  geueri 
peace,  if  the  British  Government  would  support  by  its  influence  tl 
position  assumed  by  this  Government. 

A  copy  of  this  instruction  to  General  Schenck  ia  herewith  iuclose( 

He  has  been  instructed,  as  you  will  perceive,  to  notify  the  Dei)ai- 
ment  by  telegraph  of  the  result  of  this  communication  to  Lord  Derbj 
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Bbould  it  apx>eflr  probable  that  the  British  Ooyernment  will  enforce 
the  poaitioii  of  this  Government,  it  may  be  wise  to  defer  your  interview 
rith  the  minister  of  state  until  joint  action  can  be  agreed  upon. 

Slioald  that  Government  hesitate  or  decline,  you  will  be  at  once 
hstmeted  to  proceed  to  carry  out  the  instructions  contained  in  No. 
M.  In  ease  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  shall  determine  to  sup- 
port onr  position  by  its  influence,  proi>er  instructions  will  doubtless  be 
^ent  to  its  representative  in  Madrid  to  that  effect 

A5  no  great  delay  will  be  occasioned  thereby,  it  is  deemed  better  to 
l>'>'^tpone  your  action  in  communicating  these  conclusions  until  General 
bcbenck  shall  have  communicated  the  views  of  the  British  Government, 
bj  telegraph,  to  the  Department,  and  telegraphic  instructions  can  be 
sent  you  based  thereon. 

A  copy  of  instruction  No.  266  will  also  shortly  be  sent  to  all  our 
diplomatic  representatives,  in  confidence,  for  their  information,  and  the 
fimisters  to  the  principal  European  courts  will  be  instructed  to  com* 
Konicate  its  purport  to  the  Governments  to  whioh  they  are  respectively 
leciedited. 

I  am,  sir,  eta,  Hamilton  Fish. 


ifr.  Cuihing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Tikgnm.] 

Madbid,  November  25^  1875. 

Your  Kos.  266  and  267  have  been  just  received,  but  not  265. 

Ton  call  for  my  opinion;  1  give  it  according  to  my  best  lights.  If 
Great  Britain  cooperates,  Spain  will  succumb,  in  sullen  deH])air,  to 
whatever  terms  the  two  Governments  may  jointly  dictate;  but  if  Great 
Britain  reftiaes  to  cooperate,  Spain  will  conclude  that  she  has  the  sym- 
pathy of  all  European  powers;  more  especially,  as  she  thinks  Hlie  has 
DOW  gone,  by  her  note  of  tlie  15th,  to  the  ultimate  point  in  satisfaction 
of  each  or  the  particular  griefis  of  the  United  States. 

In  other  words,  there  will  be  war,  and  a  popular  though  desperate 
oBe  on  the  part  of  Spain,  unless  she  can  be  convinced  that  the  real  and 
trae  object  of  the  contemplated  measure  is  to  prevent  war,  as  I  under- 
stand it  to  be  intended.  But  to  ward  off  war  will  exact  the  steady 
exercise  of  all  my  personal  influence  here  (which  my  colleagues  tell  me 
^^  great),  and  will  require  that  influence  to  be  efficiently  backed  by  my 
Oovemment  both  here  and  at  Washington. 

I  am  here  to  ^^obey  orders  though  it  break  owners,"  as  the  ship- 
boasters  say. 

I  earnestly  beg  you,  therefore,  in  proi>ortiou  as  you  desire  peace,  to 
^diess  me  specific  and  explicit  replies  in  regard  to  certain  most  need- 
^1  instructions  which  I  shall  ask  for  by  telegram,  provided  a  negative 
^Bwer  eomes  £rom  Great  Britain. 

Gushing. 


Mr.  Ouihing  to  Mr.  FisK 

^0.884.]  Lboation  of  the  IJnitbd  States, 

Madrid,  November  25^  1875. 

SiE :  I  have  received  your  dispatches  Nos.  266  and  267.    Ko.  266  has 
>^t  jfX  come  to  luuid. 
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My  telegram  of  this  date,  as  called  for  by  you,  commnnicatea  i 
impression  of  the  probable  effects  of  the  contemplated  measure. 

Although  what  is  most  important  in  tlie  question  will  reach  you 
that  telegram  long  before  the  arrival  of  this  dispatch,  yet  it  may  not 
amiss  to  add  here  explanations  oa  some  less  important,  but  clos^ 
related,  points. 

(1)  The  military  situation, — Many  of  the  most  thoughtful  men  in  Si>^ 
really  long  for  a  foreign  war  as  the  only  efficient  remedy  for  the  dom 
tic  dissensions  which  now  distract  the  country. 

Moreover,  the  statesmen  of  the  country  foresee  that  on  the  clone 
the  war  in  the  North,  which  can  not  fail  to  come  in  the  course  of  i 
winter  or  early  in  the  spring,  there  will  be  an  army  of  two  or  tin 
hundred  thousand  men  to  dispose  of,  with  its  officers,  who  will  be  I 
too  much  disposed  to  dominate  in  public  affairs  and  push  the  civil ii] 
into  the  background. 

In  addition  to  which,  there  is  a  multitude  of  unthoughtful  men,  proc 
angry,  resentfiil,  who  would  gladly  rash  into  a  war  with  the  Unit 
States. 

Finally,  there  are  the  mercenary,  the  ambitious,  the  d^class^s  ai 
the  bad,  to  whom  war  presents  the  usual  attractions.  Multis  ut 
bellum,  says  Sallust. 

It  is  the  received  opinion  in  Spain  that  for  the  commencing  period 
a  war  she  has  a  more  efficient  navy  than  ours. 

In  these  circumstances,  if  Great  Britain  declines  to  cooperate  wi 
us,  Spain  will,  at  the  least,  despatch  to  Cuba  at  once  a  large  fleet,  ladi 
with  troops,  there  to  await  the  eventualities  of  dii)lomacy;  aud  si 
may  break  off  relations,  with  a  hostile  appeal  to  the  European  Powe) 

(2)  The  diplomatic  question. — I  profess  that  the  contents  of  your  ^ 
266,  from  page  40  and  the  words  "In  my  No.  2''  to  the  end,  strike  w 
as  a  most  powerAil  and  effective  presentation  of  the  general  consid< 
ations  inducing  the  proposed  announcement  of  intervention. 

I  must  frankly  say,  however  (and  the  emergency  demands  fraukiiesi 
that  the  previous  contents  of  the  dispatch,  from  page  1  to  page  li 
inclusive,  do  not  strike  me  with  equal  force  of  themsdves,  either  as 
effect  on  the  Spanish  mind  or  on  that  of  Europe,  more  especially  i 
appearing  here  (although  not  written)  after  the  delivery  of  the  Spani^ 
note  of  the  15th  instant.^    I  almost  wish  it  were  less  specific. 

I  should  have  made  a  practical  suggestion  in  this  respect  by  tel 
gram  but  for  the  supposition  that  the  contents  will  have  been  alread 
communicated  to  Great  Britain  and  other  Governments  of  Europe. 

I  have  no  wish  to  exaggerate  the  results  lately  attained  by  noe  her 
I  can  not  but  think,  however,  that  the  contents  of  the  late  Spanish  not 
if  faithfully  carried  out  in  detail,  as  they  certainly  would  be,  go  fi 
toward  satisfying  the  particular  reclamations  of  the  United  States. 

If,  however,  the  terms  of  that  note,  coming  in  after  your  dispatch  \yi 
written,  tend  to  weaken  the  force  of  your  argument,  still  it  may,  neve 
theless,  be  serviceable  to  aid  you  in  moderating  the  temper  of  Oongre^ 
I  have,  etc., 

0.  CUSHINO. 

>  The  Spanish  note  to  Mr.  Cnahing  contained  proposals  for  adjustment  of  exiattn 
differences  between  the  United  States  and  Spain.  Its  substance  was  telegimphed  I 
Mr.  Fish  by  Mr.  Gushing  November  16, 1875.  It  has  no  relerence  to  mediation  i 
intervention  by  the  Unitikl  States  in  the  affain  of  CuIml 
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tlr.  Gushing  to  Mr,  Fish* 

(Teleftua.] 

Madrid,  Kovemher  26\  1875. 

.  The  responi^e  of  England  lingers.  Time  passes.  I  begin  with  ques- 
'  tioDS  for  either  alternative:  First.  I  can  not  read  your  dispatch  to  the 
miiii:$ter;  be  flues  not  understand  English.  To  state  its  .substance  to 
liim  orally  would  be  doing  extreme  injuKtice  to  the  dispatch. 

Id  jnst  8nch  a  case  Mr.  Canning  refused  to  hear  anything  without  a 
copy  of  the  document.    (Lawrence's  Wheaton,  seventh  edition,  p.  388.) 

Why  not  g^ive  a  copy  to  the  Spanish  minister  f 

Second.  Will  yon  authorize  me,  after  the  Spanish  minister  is  informetl, 
Id  whatever  way,  of  the  contents  of  the  document,  to  talk  to  him  iun  a 
fneud  and  wellwisher  regarding  what,  in  my  opiuioni  Spain  ought  to 
do  and  may  honorably  do  in  this  emergency  t 


Mr.  Cashing  to  Mr,  Fish, 
^0. 686.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  Nove^nber  26 y  1875. 

Sir  :  My  dispatches  of  yesterday  were  prei)ared  for  the  French  cou- 
rier; bat  as  he  does  not  depart  until  today,  opportunity  is  aflbrded  me 
^f  adding  a  supplement  to  my  Ko.  G84. 

The  finances  of  Spain  are  in  a  very  bad  condition,  simply  for  want 
of  credit  in  the  stock  markets  of  Europe. 

Nevertheless,  she  is  enabled  to  carry  a  large  floating  debt  by  loans 
^'U  short  time,  say  six  months  or  a  year,  and  to  renew  the  bonds  as 
th(>y  fall  dae  by  merely  adding  the  interest  to  the  mass  of  such  floating 
debt. 

But  she  has  considerable  resources  in  reserve  for  times  and  occasions 
of  desperation. 

First.  The  Bank  of  Spain  possesses  a  large  metallic  fund  which  the 
(Government  could  and  would  seize  upon  in  such  emergency,  in  imita- 
tion of  what  Great  Britain  did  in  the  wars  of  the  French  lievolution. 

Second.  There  is  really  much  wealth  in  the  country,  and  it  would 
be  drawn  forth  in  a  war  with  the  United  States.  Patriotic  gifts 
^voald  come  in,  forced  loans  would  be  submitted  to,  and  the  domestic 
capitalists  would  more  freely  advance  to  the  Government. 

Third.  Spain  might  recur  to  forms  of  credit,  which  all  other  nations 
resort  to  in  the  last  necessity,  as  we  ourselves  did  in  the  legal-tender 
act.  The  process  would  begin  with  indefinite  issue  of  bills  of  the  Bank 
<'f  Spain  in  the  whole  country,  instead  of,  as  now,  in  the  province  of 
Madrid  alone;  and  it  would  extend  to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  or 
certificates.  To  be  sure,  such  action  would  speedily  raise  the  price 
of  gold,  but  not  to  a  higher  point  than  it  reached  with  us  in  similar 
eircumstances. 

Meanwhile  the  augmented  circulation  would  serve,  as  it  did  with  us, 
to  prompt  new  enterprises,  and  thus  add  to  the  actual  productive 
resourcea  of  the  country,  not  only  in  industries  dependent  on  war,  but 
in  uiines  and  in  undeveloped  agriculture,  to  the  ultimate  advantages  of 
Spain* 

The  Spaniards  are  a  people  preeminently  sober  in  food  and  drink, 
tconomical,  and  enduring  under  privations  and  hardships — as  you  may 
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infer  from  the  wages  of  labor,  which  vary  according  to  the  quality  frc 
2  to  3  or  4  pesetas  a  day,  where,  in  the  TJuited  States,  similar  lab 
would  be  reckoned  at  the  same  number  of  dollars.  Hence,  armies  d 
contentedly  supported  here,  and  always  have  been,  so  cheaply  as  to  co 
stitute  a  real  addition  to  the  relative  military  resources  of  Spain.  Tl 
contrast  in  this  respect  between  Spanish  and  English  soldiers  strnck  t! 
Duke  of  Wellington. 

I  note  these  facts  as  beiug  material  and  important  in  the  present  qii< 
tion.  That  is,  we  must  not  confide  in  a  deficiency  of  financial  resonrci 
standing  in  the  way  if  Spain  be  hard  pushed  and  stirred  up  to  mal 
sacrifices  in  case  of  a  war  with  the  United  States. 

And  the  finances  of  Spain  are  not  in  a  much  worse  condition  tlij 
they  were  in  the  time  of  Oharles  Y  and  his  successors  of  the  Anstri^ 
dynasty.  Great  loans  were  rarer  then  than  now.  Spain  relied  mui 
on  wealthy  Jews  for  anticipations,  although  Jews  and  Gentiles,  iu  tl 
matter  of  money  lending,  incurred  hazards  quite  in  pro|)ortion  to  tl 
profits,  as  illustrated  in  the  hardships  of  the  Jews  in  Spain  and  tl 
case  of  Jacques  Goeur  in  France.  In  truth,  the  Fuggers  of  Au^sbai 
are  among  the  few  houses  of  that  class  which  remain  to  this  day.  Heii< 
the  terrible  financial  straits  which  the  Philips — II,  III,  and  IV — ^wei 
constantly  suffering  in  Spain.  Nevertheless,  they  sustained  great  wai 
all  over  the  world. 

I  add  that,  according  to  telegrams  received  from  Habana,  the  missi<i 
of  Mr.  Bubi  has  already  produced  important  results,  so  that  he  is  ab! 
to  make  assurance  of  having  equalized  the  revenue  and  the  expend 
tures  and  of  undertaking  to  pay  regularly  all  current  obligations  afU 
the  1st  of  January. 

I  have,  etc.,  0.  CuSHUfO. 


Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Oushing} 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  Novmher  27^  187S* 

OusniNG,  Minister,  Madrid: 

Schenck  was  instructed  to  delay  presentation  of  266,  in  couscqneno 
of  your  telegram  of  IGth. 

The  President's  message  will  discountenance  recognition  of  eithc 
belligerency  or  independence;  will  refer  to  the  injuries  to  the  United 
States  and  its  citizens  from  the  long-continued  struggle  and  the  absent 
of  prospect  of  termination;  will  intimate  intervention  as  an  ultimat 
necessity  unless  satisfactory  results  be  soon  reached,  but  will  abstaii 
from  advising  it  at  present;  will  refer  to  pending  proposals  not  yel 
received  here,  with  hope  that  they  may  afford  the  relief  required  an< 
lead  to  a  satisfactory  settlement  and  removal  of  causes  of  grief;  wil: 
intimate  that  a  communication  will  soon  be  made  to  Congress  as  to  th< 
result  of  the  proposals  now  on  their  way,  and  that,  if  it  do  not  satisfai? 
torily  adjust  all  important  questions,  he  will  before  long  make  a  recom 
mendation  to  Congress  of  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

The  above  is  for  your  guidance  in  your  interview  with  minister;  bd 
careful  that  it  be  not  communicated  by  minister  or  otherwise  to  th^ 
press  or  public  in  anticipation  of  what  will  be  done  here. 

The  instruction  266  is  not  intended  as  minatory  in  any  sense  but  i0 


■Beprinted  from  House  Ex.  Doe.  No.  90,  Forty-fourth  Congrest,  flnt  toMioii,  b«^ 
Mniitioiii  tappliod. 
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tike  sptiit  of  fiiendsbip,  as  a  notice  of  a  necessity  wbicb  may  be  forced 
:q>on  the  President,  bnt  wbicb  be  hopes  to  avoid,  and  desires  Spain  to 
aid  bim  in  escaping.  We  are  sincerely  desirons  to  preserve  peace  and 
to  establish  all  relations  with  Spain  on  the  most  amicable  and  liberal 
basis,  bot  we  most  be  relieved  and  be  secore  as  to  the  fature,  and  yo« 
msj  give  positive  assurances  to  this  effect. 

Ton  may  give  copy  of  286  to  minister,  and  may  speak  in  the  sense 
indicated  in  your  telegram  of  yesterday,  provided  it  be  not  to  do  away 
the  object  of  the  instruction. 

You  will  make  the  eommmiioation  and  present  copy  instruction  with- 
oQt  wrutfnn^  for  presentation  in  Ix>ndoo. 

Scbttick  will  to-day  be  instructed  to  read  paper  as  soon  as  he  can. 

Fi8H|  Beereiarif. 


Mr.  Cushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Madbid,  Kovember  50, 1875. 

Dispatch  of  5tb  just  delivered  to  minister  of  state  with  verbal  expla- 
nations as  near  as  foreign  idiom  would  permit  in  tbe  exact  sense  of 
Wiegram  of  27th.  Further  conference  on  the  subject  deferred  until 
after  tbe  minister  shall  have  had  tbe  dispatch  translated,  and  shall 
liave  duly  oonsidered  its  contents.    Interview  in  good  spirit. 

OUSHINO. 


Ifr.  Cu$hing  to  Mr.  FUh. 

ITo.  G92.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  November  30, 1875. 

Sir:  I  received  your  telegram  of  tbe  27th  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday, 
fte  28th,  and  became  informed  of  its  contents  just  in  season  to  be  able 
to  avail  myself  of  tbe  opportunity  of  meeting  tbe  minister  of  state  at 
tbe  Elngr's  dinner  in  tbe  evening,  as  recounted  in  another  dispatch,  to 
urange  for  an  interview  with  bim  tbe  ensuing  Tuesday. 

1  repaired  to  tbe  ministry  of  state,  therefore,  today,  in  pursuance  of 
that  appointment,  for  tbe  purpose  of  communicating  to  him  tbe  contents 
of  your  telegram  and  delivering  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  of  tbe  5tb. 

Not  being  willing  to  trust  myself  to  extemporaneous  representation 
in  a  foreign  language  in  a  matter  of  so  much  gravity,  I  prepared  a 
written  statement  in  Spanish  of  what  I  had  to  say,  in  form  to  be  read 
to  the  minister. 

I  explained  this  to  Mr.  Calderon  y  Gollantes  immediately  on  entering, 
and  withoat  further  preface  proceeded  to  read  to  him  the  paper,  of 
which  copy  and  translation  are  annexed. 

After  listening  attentively  to  the  contents  of  the  paper  as  read,  be 
requested  me  to  leave  it  with  him;  to  which  I  saw  no  objection,  as  it 
would  thus  assume  almost  the  character  of  a  protocol. 

I  then  offered  to  read  to  him  the  dispatob  of  the  5th,  or,  if  he  preferred, 
to  deliver  to  him  a  copy.    He  of  course  chose  the  lattor  alternative. 

1  then  repeated  the  request  already  made,  that  before  taking  any 
definite  action  on  the  subject  he  would  favor  me  with  another  interview. 
Be  aaaant^  with  the  remark  that  Spain  was  in  no  hurry  to  go  to  war 
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w:th  the  Doited  States;  to  which  I  added,  that  neither  were  the  Unit 
States  in  a  hurry  to  go  to  war  with  Spain. 

A  little  to  my  surprise,  he  took  the  whole  matter  very  coolly,  ni 
withstanding  that  possible  "intervention''  was  expressly  mentioned 
my  oral  statement,  and  said  nothing  as  to  the  matter  of  that,  except 
express  satisfaction  at  learning  that  the  President  proposed  to  U 
Gounteuance  the  concession  of  recognition  of  independence  or  even 
belligerence  to  the  insurgents  of  Cuba. 

We  then  conversed  a  few  minutes  on  indifferent  matters  not  mal 
rial  to  the  present  subject,  except  in  one  particular.  He  said  he  h 
heard  we  were  building  a  fleet  of  ironclads.  I  replied  that  it  miglit 
so,  but  that  no  such  thing  was  within  my  knowledge;  that,  for  niys<| 
I  had  not  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  impenetrability  or  the  rnana^ 
ableucss  of  the  huge  ironclads  which  had  been  built  in  England,  Frau^ 
and  Spain. 

This  remark  of  mine  led  us  into  reflections  on  the  misadventures 
the  British  Captain,  Agincourt,  Vanguard,  and  Iron  Duke,  and  the  co 
parative  value  of  them  and  of  the  Russian  Popoffkaa,  with  which  t 
interview  ended. 

I  have,  etc.,  0.  CusniNO. 


[Appendix  B  in  No.  602.— Tranalaiion  of  remarks  of  Mr.  Caehins  to  Hr.  Caldaron  j  CoUantes,  tmU 

the  interview  of  VoTember  80, 1875.] 

My  Govornmont  orders  me  to  give  to  your  excellency  frank  and  detailed  explai 
tions  with  respect  to  the  actual  state  of  the  questions  pending  between  the  t* 
Governments. 

On  receiving  your  note  of  the  15th  of  the  current  month,  I  sent  it  to  London 
a  special  messenger,  in  order  to  insure  its  prompt  transmission  to  Washington, 
ought  to  arrive  in  the  first  days  of  December;  that  is  to  say,  a  little  before  i 
meeting  of  Congress. 

I  addressed  at  the  same  time  an  extended  telegram  to  my  Government,  giving  il 
r^snm^  of  the  contents  of  the  note  in  a  favorable  sense,  and  subsequently  other  toi 
grams  in  the  same  sense. 

The  effect  of  the  telegrams  has  been  advantageous  to  the  good  andorstanding 
the  two  Governments. 

Prior  to  the  delivery  of  the  Spanish  note  of  the  15th  and  to  the  reception  of  i 
telegrams,  my  Government  had  addressed  to  me  a  dispatch,  dated  tho5th  of  the  curro 
month,  in  which  are  fully  recited  the  subsisting  causes  of  disagreement,  all  havil 
relation  to  the  condition  of  Cuba;  and  in  the  case  of  failure  to  make  an  amioal! 
settlement  of  those  disagreements,  there  would  suggest  itself  the  only  remedy  wliid 
iu  the  opinion  of  the  President,  remains  for  the  United  States,  and  which  he  pi 
posed  to  present  to  Congress  in  his  message. 

But  now,  in  the  hope  that  the  contents  of  the  Spanish  note  may  be  satisfactoi 
the  President  desists  from  the  coucrete  purpose  expressed  In  the  dbpatch  of  the  f^ 
and  substitutes  a  proposition  which  is  merely  expectant. 

Meanwhile,  I  am  charged  in  the  first  place  to  explain  to  yon  confidentially  wb 
will  be  the  actual  text  ot  the  message. 

The  President  will  discountenance  the  concession  of  the  recognition  of  eitli 
independence  or  beUigerence  to  the  insurgents  of  Cuba;  he  wiU  nllnde  to  t 
injuries  inflicted  upon  the  United  States  and  on  their  citizens  by  the  prolun^i 
struggle  in  Cuba,  and  the  absence  as  yet  of  clear  indications  of  its  termination;  I 
will  intimate,  as  an  ulterior  necessity,  intervention,  unless  positive  results  \m^  «o< 
reached,  but  he  will  abstain  from  advising  it  at  present;  ho  will  make  reference 
proposals  awaited,  but  not  yet  received,  in  the  prospect  that  those  propositioi 
may  lead  to  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  all  questions  or  importance;  if  not,  he  wi 
submit  in  dne  time  a  recommendation  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

I  am  charged  to  express  to  yon  the  hope  that  these  explanations  will  bo  recei^^ 
by  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  hi  the  friendly  spirit  which  animates  my  Govcr 
ment  in  ^tvinff  them,  and  to  beg  yon  to  consider  this  nnusnal  and  friendly  st^p 
an  anticipated  communication  of  the  contents  of  the  President's  message  as  al>« 
lutoly  confidential,  in  order  to  guard  against  prematnxe  discossions  in  the  pr« 
whether  of  Europe  or  of  America. 

lloreoveri  I  am  instructed  to  deliver  to  you  a  copy  of  the  said  dispatch  of  the  5| 
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fefteat,  WTittflii  b«fore  the  delivery  to  me  of  the  Spanish  nota,  and,  ne  Is  to  be  snp- 
•o«d,  withoat  knowledge  of  the  intentions  of  the  Government  of  His  Mi^esty. 

Tliia  dispaich  »  not  conceived  in  any  minatory  sense,  bnt  on  the  contrary,  in  the 
ipint  of  friendaliip,  as  a  notice  of  a  pressing  necessity,  which  may  force  the  hand  of 
'Jilt  President  in  ^iven  eircnmstances,  from  which  he  desires  to  save  hiniAcIf,  ancl 
'fxiFw  Spain  to  aid  him  in  escaping  them.  Ho  sincerely  desires  to  maintain  peace 
xaA  to  establieh  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Spain  upon  the  most  friendly 
anil  HKist  liberal  basee,  provided  they  contain  satisfaction  for  the  present  and  security 
f-r  the  fatnre;  and  I  am  aothoHsed,  to  this  end,  to  offer  the  most  positive  assurances 
Ut  ibe  Gorerament  of  His  Majesty. 

It  lemaina  for  me  to  place  in  yonr  hands  the  eopy  of  the  dispatch  of  the  5th.  It 
■«  KMDewfaat  long  and  merits  to  be  read  attentiveiy>  M  well  by  reason  of  its  con  tin- 
z^vt  importance  as  for  its  tone  of  moderation  and  of  consideration  and  good  will 
V)ward  Spain. 

In  roncloston,  I  beg  yon,  after  having  read  the  dispatch  and  made  vonrself 
ac'saaintod  with  its  contents^  and  before  taking  any  definite  resolution  in  tiio  mat- 
ter, to  do  me  the  favor  to  ^rant  me  another  private  interview,  in  onler  that  I  may 
frta^Dt  to  yon  soma  pertinent  obaervationa  on  my  part  and  on  the  part  of  my 
^lOTemmesit. 


Mr.  Ouihing  to  Mr.  Fiih. 
Xo.  ew.]  Leoatior  of  ths  Unitbd  States, 

Madridy  December  3, 1875. 

SiB:  Mr.  La3rard  called  on  me  yenterday  to  say  that  lie  had  jnst 
r^'tived  instmctiona  by  telegraph  from  Lord  Derby  to  confer  with  iiie 
'it)  the  sabject  of  Cuba. 

He  proceeded  to  say  that  General  Schenck  had  read  to  Lord  Derby 
joar  No.  266,  and  that  the  matter  was  under  consideration  in  the 
British  cabinet. 

He  also  spoke  of  his  knowledge  of  conferences  between  yon  and  Sir 
Edward  Thornton  in  this  respect,  withoat  stating  whether  that  knowl- 
edge came  to  him  directly  from  8ir  Edward  or  indirectly  tbrongh  Lord 
r>erby. 

Mr.  Layard  expressed  readiness  to  back  me  in  the  matter  of  Onba  so 
mm  as  onr  respective  Oovemments  shoald  have  settled  on  a  line  of 
Action,  and  instructed  us  to  that  effect. 

He  expresses  great  discontent  at  the  failnre  of  Spain  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  various  claims,  thirteen  in  number,  presented  by  bim  in 
behalf  of  bis  Oovemment,  and  says  that  his  situation  will  be  nn  tenable 
Itere  withoat  some  iroprovement  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the 
ministry  of  state. 

He  thinks  Great  Britain  has  abundant  cause  of  her  own  to  interfere 
in  the  affairs  of  Cuba  under  her  slave-trade  treaties  with  Spain. 

Farther  conference  between  us  was  deferred  until  hearing  again  from 
I/jrd  Derby. 

I  received  from  General  Schenck  on  the  1st  instant  a  telegram  dated 
the  doth  ultimo,  in  the  following  words: 

CrsHTKG,  Minister f  Madrid: 

Hare  commnnicated  to  Lord  Derby  yonr  instmotion  368.  He  will  give  me  viewi 
of  this  Goveniment  on  Thursday. 

SCHBNCK,  Miniiter, 

I  assume  that  the  telegram  thus  addressed  to  you  within,  and  on 
cover  to  me,  is  a  duplicate  transmitted  to  me  in  this  form  in  order  to 
save  time  and  labor  of  preparing  a  separate  and  particular  telegram  for 
the  legation* 

1  await  information  as  to  the  decision  to  have  been  taken  by  Lord 
Derby  vesterday,  as  stated  by  (General  Schenck. 

I  have,  etc.,  O.  OusHiNa. 


60  AFFAIRS  IN   CUBA. 

Mr.  Oushing  to  Mr,  Fish, 

No,  699.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  December  3y  1S7S. 

Bib:  I  annex  hereto  translated  extract  of  an  article  of  last  ni^Iit  i 
the  Epoca,  which  constitntes  the  preface  of  that  journal  to  a  traiisl; 
tion  it  inserts  of  a  long  article  of  antifilibaster  spirit  from  the  IKc 
York  Herald. 

The  definite  references  of  the  Epoca  to  my  interview  with  M 
Galderon  y  Oollantes  on  the  30th,  and  to  the  telegrams  received  froi 
Mr.  Mantilla,  sufficiently  show  that  the  Epoca  received  its  informatio 
from  some  member  of  the  Government. 

I  have  never  mentioned  the  contents,  date,  or  even  existence  of  you 
No.  266  to  anybody  except  Mr.  Ualderon  y  Gollantes,  not  even  to  M  j 
Layard,  until  he  came  to  speak  to  me  concerning  it,  on  the  1st  instant 
by  telegraphic  direction  from  Lord  Derby,  as  reported  in  anotbe 
dispatch. 

Of  course  all  which  the  Epoca  says  of  the  contents  of  that  not 
must  have  been  derived  from  the  Government. 

Four  things  are,  it  seems  to  me,  worth  notiug  in  that  article: 

First.  In  speaking  of  your  No.  266,  it  undertakes  to  characterize  th 
first  part,  devoted  to  the  exposition  of  particular  grievances,  but  niako 
no  allusion  to  the  second  part. 

Secondly.  It  gives  quite  a  novel  turn  to  the  question  of  interventioi 
and  the  relations  of  Great  Britain  to  that  subject,  supposing  it  to  be  oi 
the  part  of  some  "great  continental  Power"  between  the  United  Statoj 
and  Spain.  I  have  no  knowledge,  nor  any  ground  of  conjecture  even 
as  to  what  Power  is  thus  intended.  Is  it  Germanyf  Or  France?  O: 
Bussiaf 

Thirdly.  The  Epoca  seems  to  put  forward  the  article  of  the  Horalc 
by  way  of  insinuating  the  opposition  of  Great  Britain  to  any  positive 
action  of  ours  on  the  side  of  Cuba. 

Fourthly.  It  is  observable  that  the  Epoca,  thus  inspired  by  the  Gov 
ernment,  does  not  speak  excitedly,  or  otherwise  betray  signs  of  irrita 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Government  on  occasion  of  the  suggestion  oi 
our  possible  intervention,  ex  nomine,  as  intimatied  in  your  No.  266,  and 
also  expressly  in  the  oi«J  statement  made  by  me  to  Mr.  Galderon  j 
CoUautes. 

I  have,  etc.,  0.  OusHino. 

[Indosnre  in  Ko.  690.~App6ndix  A,  Ko.  009.— Translated  extraot  of  leadlnf  srtiele  In  the  Bpooa  d 

December  2, 1876.] 

We  haye  not  been  mistaken  in  aseertine  time  and  again  that,  whatever  might  b« 
the  language  of  the  American  papers,  and  however  offensive  might  appear  to  ns  thf 
attitude  of  that  Government,  we  had  such  confidence  in  our  own  right,  in  the  jnatioe 
of  our  cause,  and  in  the  equity  of  the  Government  of  Washington,  even  though 
appearances  represented  it  as  inclined  to  political  extremes,  that  we  have  not  for  an 
instant  become  alarmed  in  view  of  the  bravado  of  a  few  journals,  nor  even  because 
of  the  too-spirited  notes  which,  according  to  the  public  voice,  were  being  exchanged 
between  the  two  Cabinets.  Our  hopes  have  not  been  faUacioua,  and  we  are  sincerely 
glad  of  it,  although  this  would  not  have  prevented  ns  firom  meeting  with  manly 
resolution  any  precipitate  resolve  of  the  North  Americans,  sure  of  not  being  alone  in 
the  contest,  and  that,  however  prostrated  we  may  be  deemed  to  be,  we  still  have  the 
means  of  inflicting  sarions  iiguries  upon  those  who  might  go  ao  fitf  as  to  riak  ao 
armed  struggle. 

Our  hopes  have  not  been  deceptive,  we  repeat^  because  at  the  very  time  that, 
acoordinff  to  pnbUc  report,  there  was  received  in  Madrid  a  most  lengthy  note  of  the 
date  of  tne  6th  of  November,  energeticaUy  recanitulating  the  grievaocea  of  whiofa 
President  Grant  thought  he  had  the  right  to  complain,  there  were  also  received  imper> 
tant  official  t«)<^'-~—  ^^^rein,  in  view  of  the  Arm  attitude  and,  at  the  same  tima^  of 
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\ 

^^^MtOttvxpVmatiorttft  IS^^^v^  t>y  our  GoTernmeiit,  the  aititade  of  the  United  states 
'^^ti&W^  ob&i^^  ^\x<»  ^Ax-u&A.  of  the  messaj;e  were  modifie<l,  all  mutive  of  mtsnn- 
''')U(idiQgd\»&^pe«:kr«<\,  mx\^  auppoeition  erea  went  so  far  as  to  bint  that  the  Gur- 
^]D«:QtoIlbeW\vi.t»  Won.B«  ^vronlo.  not  be  averse  to  admitting  the  mediation  of  a  greal 
tni^Qental  Fo^«r  Ct  YLast.i»  8«  ayanzaba  4  snpouer  que  el  Goliierno  de  )a  Caea 
IiliacanoMtaT\md\&\»x\\tt  ^o  &<iinitir  la  mediacton  de  nnagran  potenoia  continental). 

\    It  t\ieae  uoticea  ttre  not  entirely  official,  they  combine  all  the  traits 
I  di  likelihood,  t^ey  elxeulAte  and  are  believed  in  diplomatic  centers,  and 
all  the  proas  ec\ioea  ti\ie»e  and  like  Indications. 

Tbe  CorTesxK>i&d.eTic\9k  speaka  of  a  friendly  conference  held  by  the  ad  interim 
soniiterof  staXe,  Mr.  Calderon  yCoUantea,  with  the  Honorable  Mr.  Caleb  Cnahing, 
uJ  pvei  hit^Yi  pTaiae  tio  tbe  rectitude,  the  elevated  spirit  of  justice,  and  the  loyalty 
md  concilia tory  ^tLtigxiieiit  which  the  American  representative  haa  brought  to  bear 
'3  tbaae  qneaViona. 

In  effect,  ^-ilUou^  omitting  in  the  slightest  degree  to  execute  the  instructions  of 
^  Govemmeut ;  'wltVkout  for  a  moment  neglecting  the  duties  of  his  difHcult  position, 
we  hft^e  seen  t!h.e  North  American  minister  follow  attentively  the  palpitations  of 
pobiie  opinioOy  study  to  the  bottom  the  aims  and  purposes  of  tho  Govornnient,  trans* 
:^lt  faithfully  to  his  own.  the  result  of  his  investigations,  and  when  he  became  cog- 
nixant  of  the  prudent  and  dignified  terms  of  the  note  ofntato,  he  telegraphed  again 
&3d  ak^ain,  giving  extracts  from  that  document,  in  order  that  his  Govcrumcut  might 
Lot  allow  it»elf  to  ha  ioduenced  by  equivocal  impressions. 

These  telegraoiBy  Joined  to  thoee  which  the  active  representative  of  Spain  would 
r^c«tye  and.  iw^onld  oanse  to  be  known  in  North  American  councils;  the  language  of 
"iic  North  American  press,  which  had  been  modiHed  in  a  notable  manner,  and  the 
iBOHiveniencea  of  provoking  a  mptnre  which  no  solid  reasons  authorize  and  which 
vwiild  be  ill  in  lieeping  with  the  great  national  solemnity  prepared  bv  the  United 
Ma.te« — all  tlieae  circumstances  combined  have  doubtless  in  flu  euced  the  change  of 
^A-^T^ael  which  we  logically  expected  by  reason  of  the  knowledge  we  posscsa  of  the 
vpringa  of  politics  in  the  united  States. 

AU  this  IB  goo<l,  and  it  is  better  to  prevent  adventures  than  to  rush  upon  thom 
withont  knowing  what  their  result  wilt  be;  but  the  North  Amsrican  uu^n  of  aflairs 
oni^t  to  accustom  themselves,  in  their  own  interest,  to  follow  a  more  coiiHtant  pol- 
icy, and  not  to  pro<luce  continual  inquietudes,  the  consAtiuencos  of  which  touch, 
first  of  all,  their  own  immense  commerce.  Let  it  be  left  to  weak  or  anihitious  gov- 
ernments to  cajole  and  flatter  certain  pansionH  of  the  baser  sort,  and  let  the  In  i  ted 
States  tranquilly  follow  the  evolutions  to  which  they  are  invited  by  domestic  didl- 
enlties,  which  it  would  not  cost  us  much  labor  to  reveal  and  which  demand  an  eih- 
oent  remedy. 

Bat  we  have  said  that  the  langnage  of  the  press  ha<l  become  considerably  modiflodi 
■ad  it  is  incumbent  npon  na  to  nhow  it.  The  task  is  easy,  with  the  article  in  the 
5«w  York  Ileraldnow  before  ns,  and  with  others  which  we  postpono  until  to-morrow. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegnun.] 

Madrid,  December  4j  1875. 
Brief  important  interview  with  minister  of  state.    He  takes  office 
solely  in  the  hope  of  settlement  with  us;  has  carefully  read  your  206; 
N     ^ftdmitB  oar  grievances;  is  opposed  in  principle  to  sequestration  of  prop- 
\    «ty  of  foreigners;  condemns  the  delays  of  redress;  will  take  up  and 
promptly  settle  each  case;  will  remove  all  cause  of  complaint  as  to 
treaty;  reprobates  conduct  of  local  authorities  in  Cuba  as  more  iujuri- 
ooB  to  SpaJu  tlian  to  the  United  States. 

OusniNa. 

Mr.  Cushinff  to  Mr.  Fish. 

So.  703.]  Lkoation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  December  5, 18759 

Sin:  I  availed  myself  of  the  occasion  afforded  by  Mr,  Calderon  y  Col- 
^  laotes  having  been  appointed  proprietary  minister  of  state  to  call  upon 
I     him  yesterday  to  congratulate  him,  and  at  the  same  time  to  repeat 


I 
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expressions  of  bope  that  the  Spanish  Government  wonld  regard  yo 
dispatch  No.  266  in  tlio  light  intended,  not  of  a  menace,  but  of  a  frienc^ 
notice  of  what  might  be  the  enforced  consequences  of  the  continual! 
of  the  present  state  of  things  in  Cuba;  and  to  say  further  that  it  vff 
our  common  duty,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  to  labor  together  to  remove  i 
causes  of  difference  between  the  two  Governments,  to  do  which  depend 
primarily  on  the  attitude  of  the  Spanish  Government  itself  in  the  pr< 
ence  of  subsisting  complications. 

Mr.  Oalderon  y  OoUantes  replied  at  once  that  he  concurred  witb  i 
in  this  view  of  the  subject;  that  he  should  not  have  consented  to  lea 
the  post  of  minister  of  grace  and  justice,  which  best  suited  him  a€ 
lawyer  and  a  magistrate,  and  to  take  that  of  state,  which  was  out 
the  line  of  his  lifetime  pursuits,  save  only  in  the  hope  of  being  able 
cooperate  with  me  in  healing  all  differences,  in  order  to  do  which  I 
counted  much  on  our  long-standing  personal  fricndshi])  and  muti] 
confidence;  that  he  had  carefully  read  and  considered  the  contents 
your  No.  266,  and  must  confess  that  the  United  States  had  good  reas^ 
to  complain,  not  only  of  unjustifiable  acts  on  the  part  of  the  loc 
authorities  of  Cuba,  but  of  the  delays  and  half  measures  of  the  Spani^ 
Government  to  accord  redress;  that  the  local  administration  of  Cub 
civil  and  military  alike,  had,  in  his  conception,  been  greatly  injarioi 
to  the  interests  of  Spain  herself,  even  more  than  to  the  United  State 
that,  as  a  jurist,  he  repudiated  on  principle  the  sequestration  of  tl 
property  of  foreigners  in  Cuba;  that  if  the  Spanish  note  of  the  15\ 
ultimo  should  prove  acceptable  to  the  President  as  a  basis,  he  shoul 
be  prepared  to  take  up  each  individual  grief  as  presented,  and  considi 
it  with  me  in  good  faith  as  if  we  were  associate  judges  on  the  bend 
and  decide  it  promptly;  that  while  not  able  conscientiously  to  adni 
that  by  the  letter  of  the  treaty  civil  courts  were  stipulated  for  to  tl 
exclusion  of  military,  yet  he  was  ready  so  to  arrange  the  ground  i 
controversy  in  that  relation  as  to  put  an  end  to  all  reasonable  cot] 
plaint  in  the  premises  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

I  could  but  declare  the  high  gratification  it  afforded  me  to  receive  froi 
his  lips  the  communication  of  these  just  and  elevated  sentiments,  whic 
it  would  be  my  pleasure  to  transmit  immediately  to  my  Government. 

You  will  have  received  already  by  telegram  a  summary  rei)ort  i 
the  interview;  which,  however,  does  not  relieve  me  of  the  duty  of  no 
reporting  it  in  extenso. 
I  have,  etc., 

0.  OusniNQ. 


Air.  Fish  to  Mr.  Oushing} 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  JDecemher  6^  1875. 
OUSHINO,  Minister^  Madrid: 

Your658^  received  this  day,  on  which  Congress  meets.  Note  is  beinj 
carefully  considered.  Its  tone  is  recognized  as  friendly;  and  such  i 
that  of  message,  which  is  ready  for  transmission.    The  note  of  1511 

suggests  no  occasion  for  any  alteration.    It  will  be  as  indicated  in  m| 

-  ' 

1  Reprintocl  ft'om  Honse  Ex.  Doc.  No.  90,  Forty-fourth  Congro68;  first  seeaioOj  bU 
otnisaious  Hupnliod. 

>No.  658  is  too  dispatch  inclosing  Sj^ianish  note,  alroadv  reforrcd  to,  contninlng  ptti 
posals  for  adjustment  of  pending  difiierences  between  the  United  States  and  Spsin. 


AFFAIRS   IK   CUBA.  63 

ttlfgram  of  27t1j  November — will  condemn  recognition  of  independence 
AiA  belligerency  in  strong  terms;  will  refer  to  mediation  and  intcrven- 
n*m  by  otfaer  Powers  as  a  contingent  possibility  if  contest  be  pro- 
'jacted;  wQl  intimate  readiness  to  mediate  if  desired;  will  in  terms 
Abstain  firom  present  recommendation  of  intervention.  The  text  is  too 
long  to  telegraph,  bnt  no  just  susceptibility  shoald  be  excited  by  its 
['iiqiorty  BtatementSy  or  langnage,  which  are  extremely  (nendly  and 
.ondliatoryy  but  firm* 

Fish,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 
No.7<>5»]  Lboation  op  thb  Unitbd  States, 

Madridy  December  6^  1675, 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  the  4th  a  telegram 
from  General  Schenck^  pnri>orting  to  be  the  duplicate  of  one  sent  to 
;>oa  on  the  2d  instant.  It  seems  proper,  however,  that  you  should  see 
a  ciipy  of  it  as  deciphered  here,  and  it  will  accordingly  be  transmitted, 
bat  as  a  separate  dispatch. 

Your  dispatch  !No.  267  instructs  me  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Layard 
"n  the  matter  of  its  contents.  I  conferred  with  him  fully  last  evening. 
ile  is  pre]>ared  to  cooperate  with  me  now,  if  there  should  be  any  occa- 
^oD,  toward  keeping  the  peace;  but  my  interview  with  the  minister  of 
^tate  on  the  4th,  as  reported  by  telegram  of  that  day,  and  more  fully 
bv  my  No.  703  of  yesterday,  satisfies  me  that  all  is  going  well  on  the 
>ide  of  tbe  Spanish  Government,  and  that  there  is  no  present  occasion 
f<tr  the  friendly  interposition  of  Mr.  Layard.  He  concurs  in  opinion  ot 
tlie  inexpediency  of  taking  any  further  step  until  the  arrival  of  more 
definite  instructions  from  Lord  Derby  and  yourself. 

Mr.  Layard  expresses  opinion,  founded  partly  on  personal  obsorva- 
•i<>Tiand  partly  on  information  received  from  the  British  consul-general 
u  Flavana.  that  the  present  is  a  very  unfavorable  moment  for  attempt- 
•nj;  intervention,  friendly  or  other,  between  Spain  and  the  insurgent 
^:ibans.  People  in  Spain  are  now  animated  and  hopeful  as  to  both 
civil  wars,  in  view  of  the  large  reenforcements  recently  sent  to  Cuba,  of 
tbe  pacification  of  Valencia  and  Gataluna,  and  of  the  extensive  mili- 
tary preparations  for  moving  on  the  positions  of  the  Vasco  Navarrese. 
"^jiain  needs,  he  thinks,  to  be  left  to  try  the  experiment  of  the  opera- 
tions of  tbis  winter.  They  are  not  likely  to  succeed,  at  leavst  not  in 
Cuba;  and  if  interfered  with  now,  she  will  attribute  the  failure  which 
i^  to  come,  not  to  her  own  weakness  or  the  strength  of  the  insurgents, 
^mt  to  the  disturbing  action  of  the  United  States.  But,  left  to  herself, 
iDd  thus  failing,  she  will  then  feel  discouraged  in  proportion  as  she  now 
Ms  exalted,  and  will  be  in  the  mood  to  listen  to  judicious  counsels, 
whether  comiug  from  the  United  States  or  from  Great  Britain. 

These  remarks  of  Mr.  Layard  could  not  fail  to  impress  me,  and  so 
much  tbe  more,  in  consonance  as  they  were  with  the  views  expressed 
in  my  No.  636  of  the  30th  of  October. 

The  impression  which  Lord  Derby's  observations  to  General  Schcnck 
make  on  my  mind  is  that  of  a  disposition  on  the  i)art  of  the  British 
^iovernxnent  to  aid  us  in  a  mediatory  form  rather  than  as  a  coopenitor 
in  the  ezendse  of  forcible  pressure  on  Spain. 

Oar  advance  to  Great  Britain  in  the  present  question  insures  good 
offices  at  least,  and  may  go  further. 

And  slie  might,  if  she  would,  powerfully  contribute  to  the  solution 
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of  the  slavery  question,  not  only  as  impelled  by  the  same  cousiderati<a 
of  humanity  which  actuate  the  United  States,  but  likewise  in  virtue 
treaties  under  which  she  may  rightfully  assert  the  freedom  of  neai 
all  the  bozal  negroes — that  is,  of  half  the  actual  slaves  in  Cuba. 

It  was  a  bold  step  on  the  part  of  the  President,  and  it  seems  to  m^ 
wise  one,  thus  to  invite  the  cooperation  of  Great  Britain. 

It  opens  a  wide  perspective.  It  looks  like  breaking  down  tbe  I^ 
barrier  of  distrust  between  the  two  great  branches  of  the  British  rii 
in  Europe  and  America. 

It  would  seem  that  now  at  length,  after  the  lapse  of  a  century 
heartburning,  the  old  jealousy  of  the  emancipated  colonics  toward  t 
mother  country,  and  the  rancors  of  the  Sovereign  toward  rebel  siibjec; 
become  an  independent  State,  had  wholly  died  out,  to  give  place 
mutual  confidence  advantageous  to  us,  but  not  less  so  to  Great  Britai 

The  treaty  of  Washington  was,  in  fact,  not  merely  a  settlement  of 
transitory  modern  question  growing  out  of  our  secession  war,  b 
a  clearing  up  also  of  longstanding  fretA  dating  back  to  the  war 
Independence. 

I  have^  eta,  0.  Gush  Ufa. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Gushing. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  December  13j  1875. 
Gushing,  Minister^  Madrid: 

Instruction  26G  read  to  Yon  Billow  at  Berlin  on  7th,  suggesting  goo 
effect  if  representations  made  by  Germany  of  importance  of  endin 
contest.  He  expressed  desire  of  Germany  for  peace  and  promised  I 
consult  Emperor  and  Prince  Bismarck.  Bead  also  in  same  way  i 
Duke  Decazes  in  Paris.  He  desired  to  consult  English  Govei*umeu 
Thought  Madrid  Government  too  weak  to  settle  question.  Ila^ 
instructed  representatives  at  St.  Petersburg  and  Vienna  to  follow  sum 
course* 

Fish,  Secretary. 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr.  Gushing, 

No.  278.]  Department  of  State, 

Washiftgtonj  December  17, 1875, 

Sin:  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  an  instruc 
tion  under  date  of  the  15th  November,  1875,  to  the  ministers  of  thi 
United  States  at  Paris,  Berlin,  Vienna,  Rome,  Lisbon,  and  St.  Peters 
burg,  transmitting  to  them  a  copy  of  an  instruction  to  you  of  the  5th  o 
the  same  month  (No.  266)  referring  to  the  relations  between  this  Gov 
ernment  and  that  of  Spain. 

I  also  inclose  copies  of  telegram  forwarded  to  and  received  from  tlios< 
ministers  in  reference  to  their  proceedings  pursuant  to  such  instruo 
tions  up  to  and  including  this  date.  No  telegram  has  been  sent  to  tl)< 
legation  at  Lisbon,  and  no  directions  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Moral 
since  the  instruction  referred  to  was  addressed  to  him. 

Referring  to  an  instruction  No.  805,  addressed  to  General  Schenck| 
of  which  a  copy  was  transmitted  with  my  No.  267, 1  also  inrloso  licre 
with  copies  of  all  telegrams  addressed  to  him  or  by  him  to  the  Depart^ 
ment  in  reference  thereto. 

I  am^  siTi  etc^  Hamilton  Fish. 
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[laelMttiM.) 

Xr.  fUh  to  Unitod  SUtet  ndnUtois  m%  Pftria,  BerllBi  TImbb^  B«im,  Utboa,  Mid 

Ifz.  FUi  to  Mr.  SdMBttk,  Norembtt  19, 1875. 
asBft  to  BABMy  Korember  S9, 1875. 
Mr.  Sehe&ek  to  Mr.  flab,  Norembtf  S9, 187S. 
eSame  to  ■amay  Korember  SO,  1875. 
Stmt  to  same.  Deoambw  2. 1875. 
Mr.  Fiah  to  Mr.  8cbeook,  Deoember  6,  1875. 
Mr.  FSah  to  Mr.  Waobbome,  December  6, 1818b 
Mr.  Fiah  to  Mr.  Dmria,  Deoeaber  6, 1875. 
Mr.  H.  liah  to  Mr.  Fiah,  December  7, 1875. 
Mr.  Hitt  to  Mr.  Fiah,  December  9, 1875. 
Mr.  Marah  to  Mr.  Fiah,  December  14,  1876. 
Mr.  K.  Hah  to  Mr.  Fiah,  December  15, 1875. 
Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Fiah,  December  16, 1875. 
Mr.  atoreo*  toMr.  Yidh,  December  16, 1875» 


J&.  Ouihing  to  Mr.  Fi$h. 

[TaUfnm.] 

MABBlDy  December  19^  1875. 

Spaaish  Goveniinent  bean  to-day  from  Austria  of  circalar  addressed 
/  yoa  to  Koropean  Governments,  suggesting  intervention  in  Cuba, 
oar  266  evidently  intended*    If  I  am  interrogated  on  the  subject  by 
minM^ar  of  Stale  what  answer  shall  I  make  I 

OUBHINO. 


t 


Mr,  FUk  to  Mr.  Ouiking, 

[Telegram.] 

Washiwchtok,  Deeemher  SOy  1875. 

Two  sixty-six  communicated  also  to  Russia,  Italy,  and  AustriSi 
Oortchakoff  promised  if  Emperor  consent  to  make  representations  to 
Spain  toward  preservation  of  good  relations,  but  doubts  Russian  influ- 
ence. Italy  will  instruct  minister  to  urge  expediency  of  fultllling 
duties  to  the  United  States,  and  pacifying  Cuba,  without  specifying 
measoxes.  Austria  promises  answer  this  week  probably  unsatisfac- 
tory.   Oc^y  all  telegrams  and  circular  instruction  mailed  17th. 

intervention  of  foreign  Powers  was  neither  asked  or  suggested  at 
present,  but  expression  of  their  views  desired  to  impress  on  Spain 
necessity  of  terminating  contest,  and  to  avoid  necessity  of  intervention. 
This  course  adopted  in  the  direction  of  friendship  and  of  x>eace  and  to 
exhaust  every  effort,  and  avoid  aU  possible  suspicion  of  selfish,  un- 
friendly,  or  ulterior  purposes.    You  may  so  reply  if  interrogated. 

Fish,  Seoretarn. 


Mr.  Oushing  to  Mr,  Finh} 

No.  TSOlI  Lboation  op  thb  Ukited  States, 

Mairidy  December  22^  1875.    (Received  Jan.  17, 1876.) 

Sir:  Tou  will  doubtless  have  noticed  in  the  London  Times  of  the  9th 
instant  ao  editorial  article  of  some  interest  respecting  the  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 


B  Beprintad  from  Hoase  Ex.  Duo.  No.  90,  Uth  Cong.,  Ut  tefs 
ft 
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Portions  of  this  article  have  been  translated  and  published  in  m 
eral  of  the  newspapers  of  Madrid,  with  more  or  less  pertinent  obseH 
tions. 

I  annex  translation  of  the  observations  of  the  Oronista,  of  Madrid 
jonrnal  in  close  affinity  with  the  Government),  calling  your  attentii 
especially  to  the  concluding  paragraph,  in  which  is  accepted  witlio 
protest  the  remarkable  phrase  of  the  l^mes  concerning  the  role  of  Spa 
over  Cuba,  to  the  effect  that  ^^the  limits  of  her  power  are  the  limits 
her  right.'' 

I  have  the  honor,  eto*, 

0.  Gushing. 


( Appcondix  A.— Ko.  780.— TisiiBUtloii  of  editoilal  arllQle  from  El  CroniitA,  Madrid,  Deoember  M,  ISi 

THE  QUESTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Times  of  the  9th  instant,  referring  to  the  message  of  General  Qx«nt,  and  all 
devoting  some  little  space  to  the  religions  question^  which  is  commencing  to  arisA 
the  United  States,  and  threatens  to  perturb  their  mterior  peace,  if  not  with  arm 
Mvuggles,  at  least  with  those  moral  combats  which  cause  so  much  iiyury  to  cii 
societies,  passes  on  to  analyze  very  especially  that  portion  of  the  message  whij 
treats  of  'foe  Cuban  question. 

The  English  journal  qualifies  it  as  the  most  important  part  of  the  message,  a] 
calls  obseryance  to  the  confession  of  the  President  that  the  rebels  do  not  oonstatQ 
a  civil  organization  which  could  be  recognized  as  an  independent  government  c»| 
ble  of  ftifiilling  international  obligations  and  worthy  of  being  treated  as  a  powc 
from  which  Grant  himself  draws  the  inference  that  to  recognize  the  insurgents  a4 
government  would  be  an  act  inconsistent  with  the  reality. 

And  the  Times  adds : 

"Any  other  conclusion  would  have  come  strangely  indeed  from  the  Chief  ^lagi 
trate  of  a  nation  which  was  angry  with  this  country  for  recognizing  the  belligereni 
of  the  Southern  States,  although  they  had  a  regular  government,  a  fixed  capita 
agents  abroad,  a  formiaable  navy,  and  an  elaborately  organized  army.  The  Cub< 
insurgents  are  as  yet  little  better  than  splinters  of  revolt." 

The  President  concludes,  and  the  Times  applauds  him  for  it,  hj  saying  that 
would  be  imprudent,  premature,  and  indefensible  as  a  measure  of  right  to  treat  t1 
rebels  as  belligerents. 

But  at  the  same  time  that  the  English  journal  notes  these  satisfactory  statemen 
it  observes  that  in  the  next  line  the  President  lays  it  down  as  his  opimon  that,  t^ 
indefinite  continuance  of  the  war  being  prejudicial  to  the  subjects  of  theBepublio, 
will  be  necessary  for  the  Spanish  Government  to  do  everything  possible  to  concln^ 
it,  under  penalty  of  that  KepubUo  being  obliged  to  adopt  Bu<m  measures  as  may  1 
deemed  necessary. 

And  the  journal  adds : 

"It  is  exceedingly  difficult  for  English  observers  to  do  justice  to  the  olAims  i 
which  President  Grant's  threats  are  founded.  We  are  apt  to  fliink  that  they  a) 
merelv  a  veil  for  a  determination  to  seize  one  of  the  ricnest  ic^anda  in  the  worlj 
America  has  long  had  her  eye  on  Cuba,  and  it  may  not  uncharitably  be  thought  th^ 
ihe  is  unwilling  to  let  slip  this  chance  of  seizins  the  prize.  But  it  would  be  weU  U 
us  to  suspend  our  judgment  tiU  we  see  a  specilo  statement  of  the  iignrr  which  tl 
Cuban  rebeUion  has  mflioted  upon  the  United  States.  It  certainly  iiMures  trodj 
and  does  great  harm  to  many  af  the  President's  countrymen.  The  miBC^ef  tht| 
done  mav  De  insufficient  to  warrant  more  than  a  remonstrance^  or  it  may  call  lor 
less  gentle  stvle  of  treatment." 

The  periodical  then  goes  on  to  make  reflections  upon  the  possibility  of  Spain's  ovel 
ooming  the  insurrection,  and  terminates  with  these  notable  words : 

''Were  Cuba  as  near  to  Cornwall  as  it  is  to  Florida,  we  should  certainly  look  oioi 
sharply  to  matters  of  fact  than  to  the  nioeties  of  international  law.  Bnt  ovorythini 
we  repeat,  depends  on  those  matters  of  fact.  If  Spain  can  suppress  the  insnrreotio 
and  prsrent  Cuba  from  becoming  a  permanent  source  of  mischief  to  neighboripl 
oountries,  she  has  the  fullest  right  to  keep  it.  Bnt  she  is  on  her  trial,  and  tiiat  tnj 
can  not  be  long.  When  she  is  made  to  clearly  understand  that  the  tenure  of  her  ral 
over  Cuba  depends  on  her  ability  to  make  that  role  a  reality,  she  will  not  be  slow  I 
show  what  she  oan  do,  and  the  limits  of  her  power  will  be  the  limits  of  her  righ^ 

Thus  ends  the  article,  which,  fh)m  more  than  one  point  of  view,  deserree  to  alw 
the  attention  of  our  Government  and  serve  as  a  stimulus  and  a  spur  to  It,  in  order  v 
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tm  Ite  <me  luuid  the  flnid  MmpAiga  ftgainai  the  Carlltlt.  and  «i  lh»  oIlMt 

for  aoother  snd  likawiae  decisive  cftmpaign  Id  Cnmk 

ftble — ^it  Is  demanded  bj  oar  intereet  and  onr  honor,  pledged  before 

world — it  is  indispensable  to  make  a  supreme  effort  and  trinmph,  and 

dtly,  orer  both  insorrections.    Neither  of  the  two  baa  ancceeded  in 

in  condition  to  bo  recognised  aa  a  belligerent;  both  of  them  are  daagh- 

'ttaQftbrn  diaooneertednem  in  which  we  hare  lived,  of  the  debility  which  the  pnn- 

iple  of  aotlxarity  eoutracted  among  as  in  a  lamentable  period  of  political  inaanity ; 

I'.tfa  of  them  are  decaying  in  proportion  ae  anthority  regaina  its  place  and  the  nation 

r  -s^i^reft  itself* 

' ^nt  effort  niore  and  we  will  end  it;  and  let  na  at  every  moment  think  that,  in  this 
LiTttir  aa  in  ouuiy  others,  it  is  a  melanoholy  truth  that  "  the  limita  of  onr  power 
BflA  be  the  limita  of  onr  righl'' 


Mr.  Oushing  to  Mr.  FiiK 

!ro.74&]  LsaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  BTATBS, 

Madridy  Januarjf  4j  187$. 

Sa :  Recent  xmbHcations  in  New  York,  London,  and  Paris,  passed 
ftronnd  by  the  telegraph,  are  drawing  attention  to  the  oommonications 
made  by  the  United  States  to  Boropean  Oovemments  on  Uie  sabjeot  of 
Uiterventioii  in  Gnba. 

Most,  if  not  all  of  these  publications,  will  probably  haye  passed  under 
your  ^e. 

I  annex,  nevertheless,  in  appendix,  several  snoh,  which  are  the  sub- 
ject of  particular  comment  at  Madrid* 

^lien  questioned  in  this  relation,  my  answer  has  been,  conformably 
Uj  the  tenor  of  your  telegram  of  the  20th  ultimo,  that  intervention  had 
Leither  been  asked  nor  suggested  at  present,  but  only  exprension  of 
^iewB  desired  to  impress  on  Spain  the  necessity  of  terminating  the 
'ODtest  and  to  avoid  necesnity  of  intervention,  and  in  the  intention  of 
I'eaoe  and  finendship,  and  to  preclude  all  posnible  suHpicion  of  selfish 
^it  onfiriendly  or  ulterior  purposes  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

I  think  that  such  is  the  understanding  of  the  matter  in  every  well- 
'iifiposed  quarter,  as  evidenced  by  the  state  of  mind  of  the  minister  of 
•tate,  as  reported  in  my  No.  745  of  the  2d  instant. 

The  concluding  sentences  of  the  communication  made  by  the  Marquis 
de  Molina  to  GaUguanf  s  Messenger,  and  reproduced  to  day  in  Madrid 
by  the  Havas  Agency,  seem  intended  to  imply  that  some  of  the 
Boropean  Gk>vemmeDts  at  least  have  interchanged  views  on  the  subject, 
^d  in  a  sense  acceptable  to  Spain,  which  may  be  the  substance  of 
the  information  communicated  to  the  Marquis  de  Molins  by  the  Duo 
Decazefti 

In  Madrid  there  is  a  dispute  on  the  question  whether  or  not  the 
Spanish  Oovemment  has  taken  any  action  in  the  premises.  But,  as  we 
now  know,  the  minister  of  state  is  preparing  a  conmiunication  in  behalf 
of  Spam* 

Speculation  is  active  also  as  to  the  ultimate  question  of  what  the 
doited  States  will  do  if  left  alone  by  other  powers — whether  the  Pres- 
^^6Dt  will  intervene  by  force,  and  if  so,  wh(^ther  in  armed  alliance  with 
^pain,  or  whether  in  arms  against  her  and  in  aid  of  the  insurgents, 
which  it  is  assumed  would  be  war.  Observation  of  what  is  going  on 
^t  the  present  time  in  Oonstantinople  respecting  Bosnia  and  Herze- 
^Tina,  and  what  occurred  there  formerly  in  the  matter  of  Oreece,  leads 
^^E^aoy  persons  to  anticipate  the  development  of  a  similar  series  of 
uicidentfl  at  Madrid  as  respects  Ouba. 

Hence,  Count  Greppi's  ^'Question  d'Orient"  is  read  here  with  iaterest, 
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as  affoTding  a  k^  to  the  enigma  of  coming  eventB,  both  inBnrope  « 
America. 

History,  it  is  said,  repeats  itself,  but  onfortnnatdy  with  saoh  Ta| 
tions  that  we  misapply  the  lesson  quite  as  often  as  we  apply  it  rigt 
fully,  as  in  the  case  of  the  rejuvenated  old  man  of  the  ^<Si  jeane^ 
savait,  si  vieillesse  pouvait,"  by  Souli6.  And  all  experience  on  the  bei) 
and  at  the  bar  demonstrate  that  it  is  much  easier  to  find  preceded 
than  it  is  to  adapt  them  to  new  facts. 

Meantime,  while  steering  as  prudently  as  possible  amid  the  shoi 
and  breakers  of  these  larger  questions,  I  am  awaiting  patiently  i 
instructions  which  are  to  govern  me  in  the  pending  piarticular  ne( 
tiations. 

Apropos  of  which,  a  letter,  purporting  to  be  addressed  from  Madi 
to  the  !N'ew  York  Herald  of  the  15th  ultimo,  puzzles  me.  Snppoai; 
that  the  pretense  of  interview  with  Mr.  O&novas  del  Castillo  and  ^ 
Euiz  Gomez,  two  of  the  Spanish  gentlemen  plainly  alluded  to,  is  fid 
tious,  yet  the  fact  remains  that  although  the  Herald  has  a  corre8ix>nde 
here,  yet  he  did  not  arrive  until  after  the  date  of  this  letter;  and  ! 
American  has  been  here  capable  of  entering  so  minutely  or  intelligeni 
into  the  questions  at  issue.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  easy  to  siippc 
(although  it  is  possible)  that  with  the  aid  of  some  Spaniard  of  consj 
erable  political  and  juridical  experience,  such  as  are  continually  passi] 
between  Spain  and  Cuba,  the  letter  may  have  been  got  up  in  New  Yoi 

On  the  whole,  although  the  letter  contains  errors  of  fact  and  of  la 
guage  which  a  Spaniard  of  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Bniz  Gomez,  t 
instance,  would  not  have  committed,  still  the  matter  of  the  letter  mi 
have  been  prepared  here  by  some  Spaniard  of  intelligence  desirous 
thus  making  his  views  known  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  al 
sent  to  New  York  to  be  worked  into  its  present  shape  in  the  office. 
I  have,  etc, 

O.  OusHiNa. 


[Appendix  A  in  Ko.  748.— Sundry  ■ewipaper  extnots  in  rdftHon  to  tha  CnlMa  fvestloB  and  th«  a1 
tade  of  the  United  States  and  Spain  with  respeot  to  foreign  powen.] 

(A)  From  the  New  Tork  Times,  December  16,  1875: 

"The  published  report  that  the  Uoited  States  haye  sabmitted  proposali  to  Gto 
BritaiUy  France,  and  Germany,  lookingto  an  intervention  in  the  Caban  question, 
contradicted  by  the  langaage  of  the  President  in  his  recent  annoal  message, 
addition,  it  may  positiyely  be  asserted  that  eyen  if  this  Qoyemment  should  in  fxitni 
be  inclined  to  such  intervention,  it  would  do  so  without  asking  or  desiring  tho  oooj 
oration  of  foreign  powers.'' 

(B)  From  the  London  Times,  December  30, 1875: 

JJlTRBT  INTELLIGBKCB— SPAIN  AND  THS  UHITKD  STATHk 
[By  eable  from  onr  Ameriean  oorrespondent.] 

"  Phizjldxlphia,  D«0eiiil«r  19. 

''The  Secretary  of  State  recently  addressed  a  olronlar  to  the  leading  Earopeil 
(Governments,  including  Spain,  upon  Cuban  affairs,  snggesting  mediation  or  intej 
vention  to  restore  peace,  and  asking  ^em  if  they  approved  of  Joining  in  an  inteJ 
national  effort  for  this  object." 

(G)  From  the  London  Times,  December  81, 1875: 

"  WABBnroToifi  Deomkbtt  30. 

"  The  American  minister  in  London  has,  in  the  nuna  of  this  Government,  addiessd 
himself  to  the  English  Qoyemment  for  the  pnrpoee  of  learning  its  views  witi 
respect  to  a  ooUeotive  intervention  of  the  Enroj^ean  powers  with  Ine  objaet  of  ito| 

Eing  the  bloodshed  in  Cnba.    The  English  Government  hasy  howavwe^  dtteni  gil 
ig  a  definite  answer  at  presents* 
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<<Ksw  Tone,  SOtt, 

,  "Tkm  Amnieaa  OoTatnnMnt  addrened  recently  to  Um  European  Powen,  Spain 
Bctiidad,  n  etrenlnr  in  whieh  it  proposed  n  mediation  or  an  intenrention  to  restore 
?<i«e  in  Cn1>a,  and  aeked  them  If  they  would  aeaociate  in  an  international  proceed- 
ag  with  thst  object.  On  that  enbjeet  the  New  York  Herald  pobliebee  a  telegrapbio 
\  OMge  from  Tienna  stating  that  all  the  Powen,  eomprieing  England,  have  giren 
ti^  adhedoa  to  the  propoeaL" 

(E)  From  Galignani'e  Meeeenger,  Paris,  Jannary  1. 1876: 
''We  have  receiTed  the  following  oommniiication  firom  the  Spanish  embassy : 
"*The  New  York  Herald,  aoeonflng  to  a  telegram  from  that  city.  aaeerU  tbnt  the 
<Wrenmient  of  the  United  States  had  inrited  the  great  Powers  to  Join  with  it  in  an 
iflttfnrention  in  Cuba,  and  that  they  had  coDsented.  That  news  is  erroneous  from  sot- 
^m  points  of  view.  •  •  •  The  American  note  which  ui  already  soTeral  weeks  old, 
^TJu^ngh  it  waa  only  read  to  the  European  cabinet  a  fortnight  ago,  does  not  propose 
iaterrention.  After  baTing  rendered  Jnstiee  to  the  honorable  elforts  made  by  Spain 
t4  pot  an  end  to  the  inaurreetioiL  It  affirms  that  she  is  powerless  to  master  it,  and 
aborts  the  Powers  to  make  friendly  remonstrances  to  her  on  the  state  of  thi  ngs.  That 
suieliision  baa  been  coolly  receiTed  by  the  European  Goremments,  which  have  post* 
po&ed  all  reply  to  these  oTeitnrea.  The  American  ministers  hsTe  not  insisted,  nor 
■'nn  iaft  m  oopj  with  the  GoTemments  to  which  tbey  are  accredited*'* 


Mr.  FUh  to  Mr.  Cushing. 

(Tslegnm.] 

WASHiNaTON,  January  4j  1876. 
CrsHiNO^  JftnMtfTy  Madrid: 

Would  inconvenience  resnlt  from  publication  of  266  and  attendant 
correspondence  in  case  Oongress  call  for  itt 

Fish,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Ouihing  to  Mr.  Fiik 

Madrid,  January  5, 1876. 

I  tbink  not,  seeing  that  the  Spanish  Government  already  has  copy 
^dispatch,  and  the  public  generally  will  consider  it  in  connection 
tith  the  President's  fciendly  message. 

OusHiNa. 


Mr.  OusMng  to  Mr.  FiaK 
^0.754^]  Lboation  of  thb  United  States, 

Madridj  January  7,  1876. 

Srs:  The  ministerial  Jonrnals  continue  to  publish  short  paragraphs 
bonded  on  the  communication  made  to  Oaliguani's  Messenger  by  t]ie 
Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris,  all  belonging  to  the  class  which  the 
phjsidaos  denominate  soothing  medicines,  of  which  the  following,  in 
fte  Correspondencia,  may  serve  as  example,  namely: 

Ysriona  coUeapieB  gire  aecoimt  of  a  note  whioh  the  Goyeminent  of  the  United 
States  passed  some  weeks  sinee  to  the  oabinets  of  Enropey  in  whioh,  alter  doins  ius- 
ttes  to  m  bona  Ads  effort*  of  Spain  to  terminate  the  insorreotion  in  Onba^  the  United 
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States  pretends  tiiftt  she  is  impotent  to  snbdne  it,  and  exhorts  other  G0Taiuiifliit| 
make  mendly  representations  to  that  of  Spain  on  the  subject. 

This  yagne*^  conclusion  has  been  coldly  receiyed  by  the  European  Goyemme^ 
which  haye  deferred  making  reply  to  the  indications  of  the  United  States. 

The  American  ministers  haye  not  insisted  nor  left  a  copy  with  the  Qoyemment^ 
which  they  are  respectfoll^  accredited. 

Such  is  the  truth  regarding  this  incident. 

Our  own  information  is  to  the  same  effect. 

Thus  for  the  Oorrespondencia. 

I  add  that  rumors  are  afloat  of  a  telegram  received  by  the  Span] 
Government  from  London,  purporting  that  Great  Britain  is  proposi 
to  assert  her  treaty  rights  to  the  freedom  of  the  loyal  blacks  in  Gnbi 
I  have  the  honori  etc., 

0.  GUSHINO, 


Mr,  Gushing  to  Mr.  FxsK 

No,  756.]  liEaATioN  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  January  8,  1^6, 

Snt:  The  ministerial  journals  of  last  evening  continue  to  rejoice  oi 
the  tenor  of  the  communique  of  the  Marquis  de  Molins,  reported  in  i 
No.  748,  of  the  4th  instant. 

They  now  publish  a  variation  by  way  of  New  York  and  London, 
follows: 

The  [American]  Govemment  admits  having  sent  to  the  European  Powers  a  oircul 
respeotiufj^  the  affairs  of  Cuba. 

It  denies  having  proposed  a  confederation  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  under  a  Spanj 
goYemor,  but  it  does  not  publish  the  text  of  the  circular. 

All  this,  pursue  the  journals  in  question,  is  nothing  but  the  docame; 
so  coldly  received  by  the  Powers  to  which  it  was  read  by  the  represe 
tatives  of  the  United  States. 

But,  nevertheless,  in  the  very  same  journals  appears  the  followii 
telegraphic  item,  which  seems  Ukely  to  put  a  new  face  on  things,  naniel; 

Berlin,  JaiiiMiry  7i 

It  is  positiyely  asserted  that  the  German  Goyemment  shows  itself  favorable  to  i 
American  circular  relative  to  Cuba,  in  consequence  of  the  injuries  which  the  press 
situation  of  the  island  involves  to  the  commerce  of  Germany. 

I  hear  nothing  further  as  to  the  sJleged  intentions  of  Oreat  Brital 
I  have,  etc., 

O.  Gushing. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  dispatch  was  written  the  London  Times  h^ 
come  to  hand,  containing  a  telegram  from  Vienna,  which  is  annexe 
It  is  confused,  illogical,  and  incorrect,  like  all  such  telegraphic  report 

If  '^Ouba"  is  a  European  question  of  ^^incalculable  consequences 
as  the  telegram  asserts,  then  you  had  good  cause  to  consult  Europi 
and  Europe  has  good  cause  to  act  in  the  premises. 

It  was  not  in  the  middle  of  December,  but  the  30th  of  Novembei 
that  the  Spanish  Government  received  copy  of  your  No.  266.  See  m 
Ko.  692  of  the  30th  November.  But  intelligence  of  No.  266  being  coQ 
municated  to  European  Powers  did  come  here  about  the  middle  < 
DeoembeFt  as  reported  to  you  in  my  telegram  on  the  I9th  of  Decembei 

0.0. 

VneHiTA,  Jomman  *- 

n«  cabins*  of  Madrid  learned  in  the  middle  of  December  Arom  a  oonfideoti^ 

tnarter  the  oontente  of  the  oironlar  note  of  the  United  Btatea  Government  t^o  tl 
Inropean  powers  relative  to  Cnba.    It  thereupon  inatmoted  ila  roproeaiita^^ 
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itaMd  im  ^OKpUim  to  tbe  GoTUsmoito  to  wUsk  thoy  «ra  sooradiiad  that  the  On 
nmlum  -warn  one  not  only  of  Amoriooii,  bat  of  SvnpooB,  iatenot.    Compliooll< 


between  Amotieo  and  Spain  aJ^t  hoTo  inoalenlablo  oonaaqnonoes  ibr  Eoropo.  In 
Ue  ftivt  pl»oe,  they  would  anooniaffo  the  Carllata  to  make  a  pvoloafad  renatanoo 
aod  nriro  tlie  hopae  of  the  Fedaraliat  BapnbUoana  aod  Sooialiata  In  Spain.  Tha 
AuBian  GoTasiunent  roceivod  theaa  deolarationa  In  a  friendly  manner,  and  will  not 
reply  to  the  lon^  Amevioan  diepnteb,  whioh  waa  only  read  to  the  Anetrian  minlatar 
(at  fDfetien  affiaira,  and  whioh,  morooTor,  not  only  repadiatea  any  Intantlon  mi 
ioaexing  Cab*,  bnt  in  raality  wwitaJna  no  daflnita  eonolnaion. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  FUk. 

5a  759.]  IBOATION  OF  THX  IINITIBI)  STATM, 

Madrtdj  Jamuarg  10^  1876. 

8iB:  I  anncs  translation  of  an  artiole  from  the  Oronista,  a  ■eriooa 
Bdnist«iial  paper,  eontaining  a  yery  formal  semioffloial  denial  of  tbe 
alleged  conconence  of  Germany  in  the  suggestion  by  the  United  States 
of  interveEntion  in  Oaba, 

There  is  report  here  of  the  oaptnre  of  a  German  vessel  charged  with 
supplying  arms  to  rebels  in  the  Filipinas.  Ooont  Hatzfeldt  informs  me 
that  he  has  no  information  respecting  the  afEedr,  bnt  apprehends  it  will 
be  the  occasion  of  unpleasant  controversy. 

I  annex  translation  of  an  artiole  on  the  sabjeot  from  a  ministerial 
joamal  of  respectability^  the  Tiempow 

I  have  the  honor,  elOi,  0.  Oubhiho. 


[▲fpflidlx  A,  Vei  1li.^TnHialetleB  ef  artlde  from  B  Ofeonleta  ef  Jmanrnj  %,10HJ\ 

A  diapfttok  of  the  Agenoln  Fabra  from  Berlin,  whioh  wo  pnbllahed  yeaterdny,  aa 
^  our  oontomporariea,  caTe  nawa,  which  would  bo  ^rara  if  truOy  that  the  Oennan 
Goremment  ahowod  itaeu  fiiTorabla  toward  the  Amenean  eircular  referring  to  Cuba, 
beoMiae  of  tha  damage  brought  upon  Gorman  oomzneroe  by  the  eondition  of  the 
Uaod. 

Duly  ijBfomed.  wo  are  abla  to  aaeort  that  tha  ■tatement  rafeired  to  ia  not  true, 
ind  thnS  tho  oabinot  of  Barlin  oontinnaa  to  axpreea  tha  greateat  aympathiea  for  onr 
Mimtiy. 

Tha  aitonlnr  of  tho  Goranmant  of  tho  United  Stataa  haa  not  met  with  a  laYomhU 
from  nny  European  power. 


tipyilli  B,  Vew  no.— TraailatloB  of  afHel*  from  XI  Tlempo  of  Jtanarj  l»  IffTtL] 

Wa  Main  oaU  tho  attantlan  of  tha  GoTomment  toward  our  poaseBRions  in  tho 
FUHppmo  Afchipolago.  Wo  know  thnt  tho  enemies  of  Spanish  integrity  reet  not, 
aitluni||^  tlkalr  aiudn  in  London  haye  reoently  assamod  a  bad  aapeot,  and  ^at  tha 
EDffljjK  GoTomment  looka  upon  them  with  ■nspicion. 

Upon  IhMt  immonao  notwork  of  lalaada  of  Oceanica  belonging  to  Spain  they  hayo 
ftzed  their  Tlaion^  Thoy  do  not  orerlook  that  these  offer  excellent  poaitiona,  and 
llkoy  win  toko  adrantago  of  orory  opportunity  to  snatch  some  one  of  the  rich  poarhi 
of  w  praaioQa  a  JowoL 

There,  moso  tiian  anywhere,  wiU  they  dlraot  their  oiFortB,  beoauae  elaewhera  they 
vjQ  find  Immodlata  oppoaitlon  from  flrst-olaaa  powers.  If  thore  bo  Tigilance,  more 
than  anfloiant  la  foaniah patriotiam  agalnat  all  oonspiiaoiesy  natiya  or  foreign;  and 
Mt  for  a  moaaattt  do  wo  donbl  that  there  will  bo  anon  (oonaplraoiaa)  aa  is  proTod  by 
As  aewn  whioh  giToa  riae  to  these  linea. 
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Mr,  FUh  to  Mr.  Oushing. 

'So.  286.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  January  11^  I8TS4 

Bnt:  Beferring  to  preyions  correspondence  on  the  Spanish  questiii 
I  now  inclose  herewith,  for  your  confidential  information,  a  copy  of  t\ 
dispatches,  numbered  220  and  222,  dated,  respectively,  the  8th  and  1 4 
Decembeo*.  1875^  upon  the  subject  from  Mr.  Nicholas  Fish,  charge 
afbires  aa  interim,  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin,  Prussia. 
lam,  etOi^ 

Hamilton  Fias« 


Hfr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Gushing. 

No.  288.]  Department  of  Statb, 

Wa^hington^  Ja/iiuary  ii,  187B. 

Sib:  Beferring  to  my  No.  266  and  to  the  various  telegrams  Mrlil< 
have  passed  in  relation  thereto,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
your  Nos.  692,  698,  703,  and  705. 

With  your  692  you  inclose  a  copy  of  the  remarks  made  by  you  to  t] 
minister  of  state  in  your  interview  of  November  30,  on  presenting 
copy  of  No.  266. 

It  is  perceived  that  you  state  that  No.  266,  dated  the  5th  Novembe 
was  written  before  the  delivery  to  you  of  the  Spanish  note  of  Novel 
ber  15,  and  ^<  as  is  to  be  supposed,  without  knowledge  of  the  intentioi 
of  the  Government  of  His  Majesty."  In  this  you  are  quite  correct,  i 
No.  266  bore  a  date  anterior  to  that  of  the  Spanish  note,  and  was  pr 
pared  without  knowledge  of  its  contents.  At  the  same  time,  tt 
substance  of  the  Spanish  note  of  November  15  had  reached  this  Go^ 
ernment  by  means  of  your  telegrams  of  November  16, 18,  and  19,  pri< 
to  my  telegram  to  you  of  the  27th  of  November,  directing  the  presei 
tation  of  the  instruction  of  the  5th  of  November,  and  alber  a  carefl 
consideration,  a  conclusion  was  reached  that  it  raised  no  oocasion  for 
change  in  the  instructions  which  had  been  sent. 

At  the  conclusion  of  your  memorandum  read  to  the  minister  of  sta^ 
you  requested  a  further  interview  before  any  definite  resolution  wa 
adopted  by  the  Government  of  Spain;  and  in  your  No.  703  you  repoi 
an  interview  with  him  upon  December  4^  in  which  incidental  refereno 
is  made  to  instruction  No.  266,  and  in  which  he  appears  to  have  frankl 
spoken  of  some  of  the  grievances  of  which  we  had  complained;  but  \ 
is  not  stated  whether  this  is  the  interview  which  you  had  requester 
should  be  held  prior  to  any  decision  being  reached  on  the  part  of  th 
Spanish  Government. 

In  your  No.  698  you  report  an  interview  with  Mr.  Layard,  and  hi 
willingness  to  back  you  in  the  matter  of  Cuba,  as  soon  as  some  Join 
course  of  action  should  be  determined  on  by  the  two  Governments ;  an< 
in  your  No.  705  you  say  that  while  Mr.  Layard  is  prepared  to  cooperat 
with  you  if  there  should  be  any  occasion,  <<towanl  keeping  the  peace, 
your  interview  with  the  minister  of  state  upon  the  4th  had  been  so  sat 
isfa<;tory  that  there  seemed  no  present  occasion  for  his  firiendly  inteii 
position,  and  that  he  concurred  in  the  opinion  as  to  the  inexpediencj 
of  any  ftirther  steps,  until  the  arrival  of  more  definite  instruotions  fbon 
Lord  Derby. 

In  your  interview  of  December  4,  reference  to  instruction  No.  264 
appears  to  hare  been  confined  to  our  particular  gric^  no  allasion  bein^ 
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made  to  the  general  qoestioii  of  the  oondition  of  Ouba  as  distingaished 
therefrom. 

A  telegram  from  General  Schenck,  dated  December  2,  says  that  Lord 
Derby  had  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Layard  stating  that  yon  had 
requested  no  definite  action  on  instruction  No.  266,  in  the  expectation 
that  the  Spanish  note  might  induce  the  President  to  modify  the  views 
in  Ms  message,  and  that  therefore  Lord  Derby  hesitated  to  act. 

I  have  as  yet  no  written  dispatch  from  General  Schenck  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  interview  with  Lord  Derby,  and  am  in  hopes,  when  fuller 
information  is  received,  that  it  will  show  that  Lord  Derby  misappre- 
hended Mr.  Layard  as  to  a  request  being  made  by  you  to  the  Spanish 
minister  that  he  take  no  definite  action  on  the  communication  addressed 
to  the  Government  at  Madrid.  It  would  be  unfortunate  if  such  impres- 
sion had  delayed  instructions  from  London  to  Mr.  Layard,  or  had 
induced  him  to  postpone  the  presentation  of  the  views  of  the  British 
cabinet,  which  General  Schenck  represented  as  willing,  in  the  interests 
of  humanity  and  friendship,  to  cooperate  in  any  way  short  of  putting 
pressure  on  Spain  that  promises  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  troubles 
in  Ouba. 

General  Schenck  has  not  informed  the  Department  as  to  any  late 
interviews  with  Lord  Derby,  and  information  has  not  reached  me 
whether  any  particular  instructions  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Layard. 
General  Schenck's  attention  has  been  called  thereto. 

As  several  of  the  other  Gh)vemments  of  Europe  are  understood  to 
have  instructed  their  representatives  at  Madrid  to  make  representa- 
tions to  the  Spanish  Government,  and  as  it  is  presumed  that  some  such 
representations  may  have  already  been  made,  it  is  highly  advisable  that 
all  of  these,  to  be  effective,  should  be  as  simultaneous  as  possible. 

Early  information  was  given  to  the  Gtovemmeut  of  Great  Britain  con- 
cerning the  course  which  this  Government  intonded  to  adopt  on  this 
Siestion,  in  order  to  secure  the  effect  of  any  representations  which  that 
overnment  might  be  inclined  to  authorize  its  representative  at  Mad- 
rid to  make,  so  that  the  effect  and  purpose  of  instruction  No.  266,  in  its 
rdation  to  the  general  question  of  the  condition  of  Cuba,  should  have 
its  full  force.  The  President  indulges  the  hope  that  you  will,  by  vig- 
orous but  prudent  and  wise  insistonce,  be  enabled  to  secure  the  position 
which  this  Government  has  taken  its  full  force.  He  looks  confidently 
to  a  friendly  and  satisfactory  termination  of  all  pending  questions  with 
Bpain,  including  the  important  one  of  the  termination  of  the  conflict  in 
Cuba. 

I  am,  etOi,  Hamilton  Fish. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  762.]  Lbgation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Madridy  January  lly  1876, 

Sis:  Political  drcles  at  Madrid  continue  to  occupy  themselves  with 
the  question  of  intervention  in  Ouba,  interest  in  which  is  kept  excited 
by  the  now  firequent  references  to  the  subject  in  the  journals  of  Eng- 
land, Germany,  and  Austria,  reproduced  by  those  of  Madrid. 

Articles  heretofore  transmitted  to  you  afford  pabulum  to  persistent 
discussion. 

To-day  there  is  a  new  crop,  founded  on  articles  of  the  Gazette  of 
Cologne  and  the  Press  of  Vienna. 
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I  annex  translation  of  the  article  of  the  Press,  with  comments  of  tb 
Ex)oca,  and  shall  transmit  to-morrow  translation  of  the  article  of  tin 
Gazette  of  Cologne. 

Late  news  from  Ouba  by  private  letters  narrates  the  destnictioii  t 
'^Jaqney  Grande"  and  of  several  ingenios  by  the  insorgents,  the  ci«| 
tnre  by  them  of  a  railway  train  between  Oienfhegos  and  YiUa  Glai^ii 
near  to  the  headquarters  of  Valmaseda  at  Las  Graces;  their  operatioi  i 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Sagua,  and  the  extreme  distress  presenting^  i 
the  departments  of  Pnerto  Principe  and  in  Oinco  YillaSy  all  of  whie 
gives  mnch  solicitude  to  the  Oovemment. 

I  have,  etc,  0.  OusHiKa. 


[Appendix  A,  V*.  TOL^TnaaUtloB  of  artlolo  ftvoi  L«  SpoM  «f  Jaauiy  10»  IMl,) 

The  more  important  German  jonmalB,  the  semioffloial  ones  especially,  hi. 
expressed  the  surprise  cansed  to  them  hy  the  note  of  the  United  States  GoTemmen 
consulting  in  regard  to  the  opportuneness  of  an  intervention  for  the  sake  of  reeetab 
lishing  peace  in  Cnha.  The  Gazette,  of  Cologne,  has  published  an  article  vrel 
worthy  of  attracting  attention,  which  we  shall  reproduce  to-morrow;  and  anotlie 
from  one  of  the  most  authoritative  Austrian  dailies  expresses  itself  in  the  foUowini 
no  less  significant  terms : 

"The  threats  against  Spain  contained  in  the  articles  of  the  New  York  piees  and.  ii 
the  last  message  of  President  Grant  not  having  prodjiced  any  results,  the  newe  ii 
propogated  from  New  York  that  the  American  Government  has  approached  thi 
European  Powers,  including  Spain,  with  intent  of  sounding  them  as  to  their  vie^wi 
respecting  the  opportuneness  of  obtaining,  by  means  of  united  action,  the  reestablish 
ment  of  peace  in  the  island  of  Ouba. 

"Should  this  news  be  confirmed,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  foresee  the  reply 
which  would  be  given  by  the  cabinets. 

"  Spain,  for  her  part,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  refer  to  the  larve  reenforoement? 
she  has  latelv  sent,  and  to  General  JoveUar,  as  an  ener^tic  chief  and  one  well 
acquainted  with  the  Island  of  Cuba,  whereby  a  speedy  pacification  of  the  faksarreo> 
lion  there  may  be  expected.  And  however  much  the  filibusters  and  insurgents  may 
attempt  to  sustain  it  through  the  organs  of  the  New  York  press  and  the  declaratioxis 
of  President  Grant,  thev  can  only  delay  the  end." 

We  had  anticipated  the  advice  of  the  Austrian  Journal.  We  have  in  Cnha  70.000 
men,  exeeUent  soldiers,  and  100,000  volunteer^  a  number  more  than  rattoient  te 
suppress  the  rebellion  iJiould  il  oome  out  from  Us  fastnesses. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  FisK 

Ko.  764.]  Lbgation  of  thb  United  Statbb^ 

Madridj  January  12^  187$. 

Snt:  I  transmit  hereto  annexed  a  translation  of  the  artide  of  the 
Gazette^  of  Oologne,  respecting  intervention  in  Ouba,  referred  to  in  my 
No.  762  of  the  11th  instant,  with  remarks  of  the  Epooa  thereon,  which 
article  is  assumed  here  to  be  an  expression  of  the  public  opinion  of 
Germany  on  the  subject 

I  haye^  etc,  O.  GusmKG. 


[Appwdiz  A,  He.  114.— TnuMlstloM  of  mrtitim  from  the  O  MiHi^  of  Oolocos,  frimi  La  XpoM»  Ifadrti 

JmoAry  11,  K76.] 

Tbe  artiole  from  the  Coloffne  Qasette,  to  which  we  referred  yesterda^i  an  artlels 
the  spirit  of  which  Is  opposed  to  any  Amerioo-European  interrentian  in  tibe  qnestiee 
of  Cuba,  runs  thus : 

''The  President  of  the  United  States  could  not  haye  found  a  more  unfkTotmble 
moment  for  inviting  the  European  powers  to  take  common  measures  with  the  ebjset 
ef  leetoring  order  in  the  connised  state  of  things  in  the  Island  of  Cnba^    Ov  psrt 
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rftb  wodd  k  ftt  pment  t«it  Bnoh  ooeapled  la  dlBentangling  Hielf  Ihm  ftnother 
■>l«(omq«aBtioOy  «r  al  iMtfi  postponing  it  for  the  longest  timo  poasiblo.  80  long 
Mtun  li  ft  eonflftgimilon  in  onr  neighbor,  Turkey,  nnd  the  diplomatie  flre-enginee 
» IftbdciBg  to  pnt  it  ont.  Eorope  hfts  neither  time  nor  room  for  giring  Attention  to 
iiM  M«  ilie  in  the  lar>on  AntiUft.  Bnt  President  UWises  Grant  deems  it  opportune 
vtmike  hii  Toice  heard  in  the  diplomatio  eoncert  of  the  world,  so  that  on  tnis  side 
tf  t^  MMB  his  ezistemee  may  not  pass  into  the  state  of  oblirion.  For  thii  reason, 
^  ^  fSMsd  oonrse  to  be  giTen  to  his  oiroolar  note  by  his  ministry  of  foreign 
■£«3i»  of  whieh  tho  papers  have  spoken  for  the  last  few  days,  and  of  which  we  now 
P^*  long  eztraet  sent  to  us  bj  our  London  correspondent.'' 

Hen  follows  a  long  oKtraot  from  the  note  In  question,  which  is  already  known.) 

"The  tntrodnetioii  of  this  note  was  alreadr  known  (at  least  its  principal  contents) 
^oetoi  of  the  message  whieh  President  Ciraat  addressed  a  Ibw  weeks  ago  to  the 
^^Knm  iSBsmblad  for  the  new  session.'' 

(Hflio  the  Ctaselta  inserts  that  part  of  the  message  which  speaks  of  the  insurrso- 
nm  of  Cuba  and  ef  the  necessity  of  ending  it.) 

'^Ti  vhomsoeTer  reads  thsse  complaints,  even  superficially,  it  must  occur  that 
°Pf^&g  is  needed  saTo  to  cluuige  ^e  proper  names  to  hsTo  an  exact  picture  of  that 
n^  var  which  derastated  the  united  States  a  little  more  than  ten  years  ago.  Not 
^mly  tetrnetion  and  pillage,  but  also  the  contempt  of  the  modem  laws  of  war- 
ott.  offered  in  the  Southern  States  a  spectacle  as  moving;  as  that  of  to-day  in  Cuba, 
fT«s  tboagh  we  may  bo  forced  to  reoognixe  that  acts  as  horrible  as  those  of  shooting 
l^^i^^x^t  jvisonan  of  war,  whose  only  crime  consisted  in  haying  taken  part  in  the 
^nrrection,  may  %•  erensed  as  measures  of  reprisal  on  the  part  of  the  Northern 

J'  ^c«nei  M  fearftil  as  those  which  passed  in  the  prison  of  An<lersonyille,  in  contempt 
of  the  llKhtest  demands  of  humanity  and  under  the  superior  rigilance  of  Captain 
^m,  of  fh«  Southern  States,  bare  had  no  equal  in  Cuba.  And,  m  spite  of  that,  the 
imt«d  fttstss  opposed  bT  eTery  means  any  European  interference  In  a  civil  war,  and 
^  [sio]  with  ftill  righ%  as  was  recognised  at  least  in  Germany,  where  the  state  of 
I'^'Dgi  vsi  then  judged  with  more  coolness  than  in  France  and  England.  As  apart 
ROQ  this  ths  statistical  data  prove  conrlusivelv  that  the  oomiuerce  of  Cuba  has 
(lereloped  itself  in  spite  of  the  Insurrection,  Spain,  in  rejecting  all  foreign  interfer- 
'^J^  em  lixnplv  refer  to  the  precedent  set  by  the  IJnited  states. 

'  Uis  Utter  from  Madrid  01  official  origin,  which  one  of  our  Parisian  conespond- 
^te  noontly  mentioned,  it  is  said  that  the  insurrection  mainly  has  its  focus  in 
r^  ioterior  parts  of  the  island  which,  bv  reason  of  being  covered  with  impena* 
^uw  woods  and  morasses,  are  uninhabitable  for  Europeans ;  that  it  does  not  pos- 
^  >  liiigls  town  of  importance,  and  that  it  never  has  been  able  to  attain  the  point 
tf  condaeting  even  a  moderately  regularized  warfare.  President  Grant  has  reooff- 
y*^,  this  fact  when  he  declares  in  his  message  that  the  real  facts  do  not  properly 
permit  of  recognizing  the  insurgents  as  possessing  the  character  of  bellif^erents. 

In  oar  opinion  the  European  powers  have  still  far  less  motives  for  intermixing 
^thsCnbsn  disturbances.  Much  to  the  contrary.  If  Europe  has  an  interest  in  the 
*°|uiiof  Bpain,  it  is  to  avoid  all  tliat  might  lead  that  country  out  of  the  pathway  of 
rV^  upoa  which  it  now  seems  to  have  entered.  This  question  has  no  more  sensitive 
r^i  tun  Cuba,  and  the  sovereign  who,  as  the  result  of  foreign  pressure,  might  find 
r^^  forced  to  dissolve  or  even  weaken  the  ties  which  united  the  colony  to  the 
1^^  country,  would  feel  the  ground  slipping  from  under  his  feet 
. ,  "ow  then,  to  shake  the  throne  of  Alfonso  XII  might  eventually  please  the  trans- 
^^tio  Bepublic,  but  assuredly  would  not  please  the  states  of  the  Old  World.  It 
/|J^^i  moreover,  as  if  President  Grant  fincLs  no  support  in  his  own  conntey  for  his 
^V^  because  it  is  only  too  generally  suspected  that  he  touches  on  foreign  ques- 
A^*o4  Inats  largely  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  finding  himself,  in  the  moments 
g  *vloQi  complications,  as  an  experienced  general,  the  sole  master  of  the  situation. 

« bunself  seems  to  have  a  firmer  conviction  that  he  personally  is  absolutely  usees- 
^.thao  the  people  of  the  United  States  appear  to  have.  The  negative  replies  he 
r^  all  probability  get  from  all  the  foreign  cabinets  may  make  mention  of  the 
Jl^^  greatly  improved  situation  of  the  Government  of  Madrid  with  respect  to 
^.  *  Urliit  insurrection.  There  are  hopes  that  the  Peninsula  will  soon  be  freed  from 
^P^t  of  civil  war,  and  then  the  moment  will  have  come  for  putting  an  end,  with 
^J)^o|«d  energies,  to  the  insurrection  In  Cuba.  As  Europe  has  played  for  so  many 
l7||l"t«part  of  a  tranquil  looker-on,  she  may  well  wait,  in  all  conscience,  a  few 
^^Uu  y^  before  Uking  into  consideration  the  question  whether  there  is  room  for 

Q*^i*  language,  IHendly  toward  Spain  and  prudent  in  what  relates  to  ths  relations 
a  ^°^op6  witn  our  eountiy,  is  the  more  significant  as  the  significance  attributed  to 
^l^tte  of  Cologne  is  great.  It  diould  oe  borne  in  mind,  nowever,  that  this  artl- 
?*  OM  bsea  repubushad  oy  the  North  German  Gazette,  as  though  seeking  to  make 
*FP«ir  (hat  these  aie  the  opinions  of  Qannany,  already  offloially  known  by  tiM 
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silenott  with  whleh  was  leoeiyed  fhe  note  of  the  GoYenment  of  the  United  Stetoi 
which  Government,  for  its  party  can  not  withdraw  from  the  positions  set  forth  in. '^ 
Presidential  message* 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  771.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridj  January  14, 187€^ 

Sib:  In  taming  over  the  leaves  of  one  of  the  bound,  bat  onindexec 
volumes  of  dispatches  in  the  legation,  in  search  of  a  particular  papej 
my  sight  fell  on  a  dispatch  of  Mr.  Seward,  addressed  to  the  diplomati 
representatives  of  the  Governments  abroad,  on  the  subject  of  foreign! 
intervention  in  the  United  States  between  the  Union  and  the  Soatherl 
Confederates. 

It  is  a  printed  circular,  dated  August  18, 1862. 

This  document  may  not  have  fallen  under  your  observation;  and  \ 
not,  it  may  be  worthy  of  perusal,  as  presenting  the  obvious  argament 
against  intervention  common  on  both  sides  to  aU  questions. 

It  is  an  apt  illustration  of  the  rhetorical  theorem  of  commonplaces^ 
arguments  pro  and  contra  on  a  question — ^with  which  college  Btadie 
rendered  us  all  familiar  in  the  pages  of  Oicero's  Topica. 

There  is  no  instruction  in  this  dispatch  to  communicate  it  or  its  ooii 
tents  to  other  Qovernments,  and  it  does  not  otherwise  appear  to  hav< 
been  communicated  to  that  of  Spain. 

But  the  document  acquired  general  publicity  by  being  communicatei 
to  Congress  annexed  to  the  next  annual  message  of  the  Presiden! 
(Ex.  Doc,  1862-63,  vol.  1,  p.  176),  and  may,  therefore,  have  become 
known  to  the  Spanish  Oovernment. 

The  minister  of  state  at  the  time  was  D.  Satumino  Oalderon  y  Ool 
lantes,  in  the  second  administration  of  Oeneral  O'DonnelL  It  was  noi 
until  his  third  administration  that  D.  Fernando  Calderon  y  CoUantea 
the  present  minister  of  state,  entered  the  cabinet  as  minister  of  grac< 
and  justice. 

Whether  or  not  the  present  ministers  have  knowledge  of  this  dooa 
ment  does  not  appear.  Probably  not,  for  such  has  been  the  political 
anarchy  and  ministerial  shiftiness  of  the  recent  years  in  Spain — sucli 
the  wild  contention  of  parties — and  so  complete  the  absence  of  authentic 
history,  amid  the  immense  mass  of  polemical  publications  and  of  extrava 
gant  party  diatribes,  absurdly  dignified  with  the  name  of  history,  in  the 
presence  of  which  the  tragedy  of  cruel  wars  and  ever-recurring  rebel* 
lions  and  the  comedy  of  transitory  quarrels  of  mere  personal  ambition 
and  partisanship,  serve  to  crowd  out  of  sight  all  things  o£  serioufl 
importance  that  this  document  is  not  likely  to  be  remembered,  if  it  wafi 
ever  within  the  knowledge  of  the  public  men  of  Spain. 

Thus,  while  there  is  no  end  here  of  books  of  literary  criticism,  romance^ 
poetry,  and  plays,  and  especially  the  rubbish  of  party  disqaisitions, 
more  or  less  elaborate,  which  the  future  historian  of  the  country  will 
have  to  toil  through  with  disgust  and  shame;  all  my  efforts  thus  far 
have  failed  to  obtain  any,  even  the  most  superficial,  account  of  the  six 
great  acts  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Isabel,  namely:  the  successive  mili- 
tary adventures  in  Borne,  in  Santo  Domingo,  in  Morocco,  in  Mexico,  on 
the  coast  of  Chile  and  Peru,  and  in  Cochin-China. 

While,  therefbre,  it  is  quite  improbable  that  the  miniaters  of  to-d»y 
have  any  reooUeotion,  if  they  had  any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Bewaid'ft  oir 
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cdar,  yet  eertam  it  is  that  tlie  argaments  oontained  in  its  second,  fhirdy 
tDd  fourth  oommenciDg  paragraphs  and  in  its  fonr  penultimate  para- 
graphs, are  such  as  continoallj  meet  my  eye  in  the  newspapers,  and 
mj  ear  in  conversation,  at  Madrid. 

I  kaye^  etoi  0.  Oushino. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fi$K 

No.  776w]  Leoation  op  thb  United  States, 

Madrid^  January  15^  1876. 

Sib:  In  oontinnation  of  noticeable  articles  concerning  Onba,  please 
find  annexed  translation  of  two  short  editorials  of  the  Gronista  and  the 
Epoca,  both  ministerial  journals,  the  former  commenting  on  language 
attributed  to  the  President. 

The  Politica  prints  in  translation  an  article  of  the  New  York  Herald 
of  the  28th  ultimo,  purporting  to  report  an  interview  of  its  corres|)ond- 
Qit  with  yourself  and  makes  prefatory  and  concluding  comments 
thereon,  which  are  also  annexed  ui  tnuislation. 

I  bave,  etc,  0.  Oushino. 

P.  8, — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  an  editorial  on  Spain,  with 
incidental  reference  to  intervention  in  Ouba,  of  the  London  Times  of 
the  10th  instant 


The  effort  eontinaas  to  oaiue  the  belief  thftt  the  relatione  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States  are  not  good,  when  the  exact  opposite  ie  the  case. 

A  teles^ram  hae  gone  the  ronnda  announcing  that  in  the  roads  of  Port  Royal.  S.  C. 
the  Ameoieao  squadron  would  be  concentrated,  but  it  nee<is  one  to  be  denuded  of  all 
political  eonunon  sense  to  suppose  that  when  the  Kxposition  is  in  full  blast,  conflicts 
are  to  he  vroroked,  and  as  tne  desire  of  the  North  Americans  is  to  have  the  Cuban 
var  ended,  we  tmst  to  be  able  to  satisfy  their  desires  siiortly,  if,  indeed,  the  name 
of  a  war  can  be  applied  to  the  rebellion,  sustained  in  the  shelter  of  the  impenetrable 
▼oodSy  without  having  mastered  a  single  important  town  and  without  having  organ- 
iied  a  goTemment. 

Ihe  <udj  thing  we  know  for  certain  is  that  the  religion  of  the  insurgents  is  idola- 
trj,  which  musv  be  Terr  gratifying  for  the  traitors,  who,  la  order  to  escape  merited 
*lnstiasinemt»  go  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  rebels. 


Uwfff  B,  Ve.  TIC— TfMs1s<ina ^BdltorisI  trtleU  on  Onba,  ften  XI  OtmiIbU,  ICaAzM,  JsBMiy 

14, 1876.] 

He  lisht  whiek  k  em  the  side  ef  Spain  in  tke  affairs  of  Cuba  is  so  clear  and  so 
Psteot  wet  it  eould  not  faU  to  have  been  recognized,  even  though  shamefacedly  and 
a  ntiTate  eizeles,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  General  Grant.  We  were 
right  ia  aeserting,  as  we  have  repeatedly  done,  that  the  parliamentary  curvets 
fexeareeoe)  of  the  Gfevemraent  of  tne  American  Republic  with  respect  to  the  Ques- 
tion of  Cuba  obeved,  rather  than  its  own  opinions,  electoral  machinations,  ana  the 
pressure  of  the  filibuster  element,  so  numerous  in  the  United  States. 

We  say  this  k  propos  of  an  important  pieoe  of  news  which  we  receive  to-day  by 
the  Cuban  mail.  A  Habana  paper  publishes  correspondence  f^om  New  York,  in 
which  it  is  poeitiTely  said  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  declared  in  pri- 
vate eirdee  that  he  considers  the  independence  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  as  impossible, 
indthat  its  annexation  to  the  United  States  would  cause  immense  ii^uries  to  the 
sountry. 

If  Qeoeral  Qrant  has  said  so,  he  has  spoken  like  a  book,  even  though  he  has 
isqpired  some  seven  years  to  eonvince  himself  of  that  which  was  seen  ana  said  fh>m 
the  beginning  by  tboes  who  well  knew  the  sspeoial  circumstances  of  the  Great 
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Porfeotly  do  we  agree  witb  the  Preeident  of  the  United  8t»tee  that  the  Islfluad. 
Cnbaoui  not  be  independent,  beoaose  it  does  not  poeeees  the  indiipeneable  eletmei 
to  oonetitate  a  state  capable  of  goyerning  itself  in  peace,  with  preeervation  or  e  v 
a  portion  of  tbe  onltore  and  proeperity  it  has  acquired  nnder  the  Spanish  flag- ;  a: 
the  reasons  which  he  alleges  for  pronouncing  against  its  annexation  appear  to  11  a 
be  Tery  well  founded. 

All  this  is  logical  and  natural;  but  as  the  Eco  de  Cuba  very  rightftUlv  reniarl 
President  Grant  has  not  duly  considered  the  deduction  he  draws,  that  ''a  friend 
intervention  is  the  only  thing  which  can  restore  peace  in  the  island,  obtaining  frc 
the  mother  country  the  concession  of  autonomy  under  the  protectorate  of  Spain.'* 

The  Island  of  Cuba  not  being  able  to  govern  itself  welt  as  an  independent  ai 
sovereign  State  eonld  still  less  do  so  as  an  autonomic  semi-State,  and  in  sncli  o 
cumstances  it  were  in  every  way  impossible  for  Spain  to  reserve  to  herself  a  pz 
tectorate  which,  without  positive  benefit  to  Cuba,  would  drag  the  mother  oonnt 
into  the  most  serious  complications  within  and  without  this  territory. 

To  prove  this  absolute  impossibility  so  many  considerations  throng  to  the  anbjc 
that  it  is  no  small  task  to  select  the  prominent  ones. 

In  the  Island  of  Cuba  there  exists  an  immense  majority  which  does  not  desi 
separation,  which  does  not  desire  annexation,  which  does  not  desire  autonomy,  -wbi^ 
wishes  to  Keep  on  in  the  same  conditions  as  those  in  which  they  have  lived  ^ri 
respect  to  the  mother  country.  In  the  Island  of  Cuba  there  exists  a  slender  minor  i  I 
which  is  split  up  into  ''independents."  "  annexationists,"  and  *' autonomists.''  Tl 
immense  majority  reject  autonomy,  which  would  weaken  their  ties  with  the  moth* 
country.  The  independents  and  the  annexationists  are  not  content  with  autonomy 
which  does  not  satisfy  their  aspirations.  The  autonomists  would  be  the  only  on! 
\eft  satisfied,  but  they  are  so  few  in  number  that  they  would  lack  moral  and  materti 
strength. 

The  Eco  de  Cuba,  then,  is  right :  the  Great  Antilla  is  not  fitted  to  be  anything^  sai 
what  it  has  been  hitherto.  Thus  it  is  that  the  right  of  Spain  is  supported  by  evei 
kind  of  reason  based  on  expedience.  Therefore,  in  spite  of  all  the  effbrte  of  tli 
ambitious  ojalateros  (sans  culottes)  of  New  York,  and  in  spite  of  the  misdeeds  < 
the  criminals  of  the  manigua,  the  Island  of  Cuba  will  continue  to  be  a  Spauia 
province. 


[Appmdlz  C  in  Vo.  776.— Tr«nal*tion.— Extreots  from  sn  edltorisl  srtlols  tnm  Le  Politloa,  Madrii 

Jonnary  14,  1876.] 

In  the  New  York  Herald  of  the  28th  (ultimo)  we  find  a  oonversation  which  tool 
place  between  a  reporter  of  that  paper  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Fish.  Tha 
conversation  demonstrates  to  what  extent  the  news  published  by  the  North  Americai 
press  concerning  complications  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  are  ianiastics 
and  of  pure  caprice.  Our  readers  will  also  thereby  see  confirmed  the  opinion  whicl 
we  have  always  expressed,  that  the  relations  between  the  two  Governments  maintaij 
themselves  on  a  cordial  and  friendly  footing. 

This  is  what  the  Herald  relates : 

''As  the  press  and  public  men  on  this  side  of  the  water,  in  Spain,  and  ouiof  SpaiJ 
are  given  to  discoursing  of  combats,  conflicts,  and  disasters  growing  out  of  the  Cuba] 
question,  we  hope  that  the  positive  language  of  the  North  American  Biinistttrof  Stat 
will  serve  to  eaun  impressionable  min£i  and  restore  the  truth  of  .tho  fJmcfUJ* 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  777.]  Legation  op  the  United  Btateb^ 

Madrid^  January  16 j  1876. 

Snt:  I  called  on  the  minister  of  state  yesterday,  in  conformity  with 
previous  request  of  his,  to  relieve  his  solicitude  regarding  the  noQ< 
arrival  of  your  instruction  on  the  subject  of  his  note  of  the  15th  oi 
November. 

I  told  him  that  my  dispatch,  covering  that  note,  only  reached  you  on 
the  6th  of  December;  that  my  last  dates  from  you  were  on  the  22d  of 
December;  that  no  more  time  had  elapsed  than  might  naturally  be 
required  for  the  due  consideration  of  the  points  of  detail  involved;  and 
that  therefore  there  was  no  delay  to  give  cause  of  solidtudt^ 
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He  said  it  had  occnrred  to  him  that  you  might  have  oonelnded  not  to 
ict  until  after  heariug  from  the  European  Governments  whoae  opinion 
yon  had  aaked  in  the  matter ;  and  that  in  this  view  he  had  resolved  to 
defer  writing  the  contemplated  responsive  circular  of  Spain  to  those 
GnvemmeotB  until  after  hearing  from  yon,  as  he  wan  anxioas  to  avoid 
aying  or  doing  anything  which  might  infer  offense  to  the  United  States. 

I  expressed  gratification  at  his  taking  this  view  of  the  snbject,  and 
md  that  his  conjectnie  might  be  correct,  bnt  that  I  had  no  information 
on  which  either  to  contradict  or  confirm  it. 

He  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  wished  you  were  seated  by  his  side, 
as  I  wae,  that  he  might  say  to  yon  in  the  unreserve  of  friendship  and 
oGtsideof  diplomatic  forms  that  the  United  States  could  desire  nothing 
m  the  sense  of  peace,  good  government,  or  liberty  in  Ouba  which  the 
Goveniment  of  Don  Alfonso  does  not  desire  still  more  earnestly;  that 
bis  Oovoiiment  freely  admitted  the  political  expediency  and  necessity 
of  abandoning  the  old  colonial  system  and  of  promptly  consummating 
the  emancipation  of  tlie  slaves;  that  the  predatory  bands  of  runaway 
blacks,  headed  by  foreigners  from  Dominica  and  Venezuela,  engaged  in 
the  work  of  incendiarism  and  devastation,  in  &ce  of  which  all  the  social 
s>rces  of  the  island  were  devoted  to  nelf-defense,  were  the  only  obstacle 
to  the  introdnction  of  radical  reforms  in  Cuba;  that  if  the  slaves  were 
WW  emancipated  at  once  many  of  them  would  betake  themselves  to  the 
sonntains  as  maroons  and  become  additional  agents  of  disorder  and 
bloodshed;  that  he  did  not  admit  as  posHible  the  idea  that  the  Presi- 
dent contemplates  acts  of  naval  or  military  hostility  on  the  side  of  those 
incendiary  bands  in  order  to  obstruct  or  ]K>8sibly  defeat  the  efforts  of 
Spain  to  restore  order,  to  do  which  would  of  course  be  simply  the  com- 
mencement of  wai*  of  aggression  against  Spuin ;  and  that  if  it  were  in 
his^  power  to  speak  to  you  directly  he  would  embrace  the  privilege  to 
beg  yon  to  tell  him  explicitly — as  a  friend,  if  you  would  permit,  and  if 
not,  as  a  statesman  and  a  man  of  honor^what  is  the  precise  thing 
which  yon  would  advise  or  wish  Spain  to  do  under  the  mediation  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  assurance  that  if  the  thing  proposed  were  just 
and  practicable — and  he  could  not  conceive  that  you  would  propose 
anything  nnjust  or  impracticable — Spain  would  be  but  too  glad  to  do  it, 
as  well  in  her  own  interest  as  in  good  will  toward  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  consciousness  that  the  United  States  and  Spain  are  by  com- 
mercial ties  inseparably  associated  in  the  question  of  the  tranquillity 
and  prosx>erity  of  Cuba. 

I  confess  these  remarks  of  Mr.  Oalderon  y  Gollantes  made  an  impres 
sion  on  my  mind  which  he  may  or  may  not  have  intended,  but  which, 
nevertheless,  seems  to  me  to  be  the  inner  thought  behind  the  words 
ottered,  namely: 

If  what  the  United  States  contemplates  is,  whether  by  the  use  of  their 
naval  squadron  or  by  landing  troops,  to  intervene  by  force  to  prevent 
Spain  fnMn  subduing  the  insurrection  in  Ouba,  that  is  war,  and  Spain 
mast,  of  necessity,  fight,  at  whatever  cost  and  ultimate  loss,  or  cease  to 
bold  up  her  head  as  an  independent  nation  either  in  Europe  or  America. 

But  if  the  view  of  the  United  States  is  to  act  by  mediation  in  behalf 
^  the  insurgents,  to  induce  them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  to  make  accept- 
able terms  for  them,  to  secure  the  execution  of  these  terms,  to  provide 
for  the  introdnction  of  good  government  and  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  oiflcious  concert  or  in  formal  treaty  with  Spain,  then  Spain  is  ready 
to  meet  the  United  States  halfway  in  such  action,  to  receive,  and  even 
invite,  their  interposition  in  the  affairs  of  Cuba. 

The  impression  on  my  mind  to  this  effect  was  so  strong  as  to  half  tempt 
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me  to  say,  Will  yon  then  accept  oar  mediation  t  But  I  restralnc 
myself,  in  the  doubt  whether  my  present  instmctionB  would  justify  xv 
in  thus  committing  the  United  States. 

I  limited  myseU*,  therefore,  to  thanking  him  cordially  for  the  fran] 
ness  and  friendliness  which  seemed  to  inspire  what  he  said,  and  to  a»3iii 
him  that  I  would  lose  no  time  in  communicating  the  same  to  yon,  ^ 
nearly  as  possible  in  his  own  words,  and  regretting  that  no  mere  vm 
ten  report  could  do  justice  to  the  impressiveness  of  oral  representatiol 

He  then  referred  briefly  to  the  mere  robber  character  of  what  the] 
is  now  of  insurrection  in  Cuba,  composed  of  scattered  parties  of  ne^o4 
and  mulattoes,  without  the  slightest  pretension  to  any  govemmentH 
directed,  so  far  as  they  had  any  general  direction,  by  foreigners,  mei 
desperado  adventurers,  without  right  or  stake  in  the  coun^  [I  int^ 
rupted  him  here  to  say  there  were  no  citizens  of  the  United  States  amod 
them,  to  which  he  assented,  and  then  continued],  engaged  in  mere  pi  a] 
der  and  incendiarism,  not  in  war — ^the  worst  form  of  that  tendency  i 
guerrilla  hostilities  in  the  place  of  regular  warfare  which  the  Bpaniartj 
had  inherited  from  their  remote  Celtiberian  progenitors,  and  which,  I 
one  of  the  glories,  was  not  the  less  one  of  the  national  calamities,  i 
Spain. 

But  of  all  this,  he  said,  the  President's  message  showed  that  we  I 
the  United  States  had  a  clear  conception;  and  he  added  that  neithc 
such  bad  foreigners  as  Maximo  Oomez  in  the  Managua,  nor  worse  Bpai 
iards,  like  Miguel  Aldama  in  New  York,  could  ever  make  of  Oaba  ai^ 
better  republic  than  Haiti;  and  that  appeared  to  be  their  only  poj 
X>ose— to  ruin  where  they  could  not  rule. 

It  was  impossible  for  me  conscientiously  to  oontradiot  these  appred 
ations,  and  therefore  I  could  but  listen  att&atively,  and,  when  h 
had  concluded,  take  leave,  assuring  him  that  he  would  be  informed  a 
once  when  my  expected  instructions  should  arrive  firom  Washington. 

The  concluding  remarks  of  Mr.  Oalderon  y  Oollantes  suggest  to  m 
some  considerations,  which  you  will-  permit  me  to  subjoin  by  way  d 
commentary. 

The  Spaniards  have  great  qualities,  as  many  a  page  in  their  historj 
demonstrates,  but  they  have  also  the  defects  of  those  qualitiea;  ani 
my  dispatches  have  not  been  sparing  in  the  exhibition  of  those  defecU 
such  as  intolerance  of  opinion,  exaggerated  individualism,  iU-regolato 
ambitions,  diBi)osition  to  pronunciamentos,  insurreotiony  civil  war,  anj 
especially  guerrilla  warfare. 

The  Spanish  emigrants  to  America  carried  all  their  national  ijoalitiQ 
and  defecte  with  them,  as  did  our  own  English,  Scottish,  Insh,  an^ 
Duteh  ancestors :  and  hence  the  difference  between  the  colonial  caiee 
and  the  political  position  of  British  America  and  those  of  Spanisl 
America. 

And  of  all  Spanish  America  that  which  has  presented  the  least  bal 
ance  of  good  condition  is  Ouba. 

It  is  curious  to  read  in  the  ample  history  of  Ouba  by  Pesaela  hoi 
at  the  onteet  the  island  was  plagued  with  swarms  of  mere  ad  ventureil 
in  the  vain  search  after  gold,  the  best  of  whom  followed  Oortez  tl 
Mexico,  leaving  the  worst  behind:  how  it  was  that  in  Ouba,  as  tot  Santi 
Domingo,  by  these  adventurers  the  aboriginal  inhabitante  were  exter 
minated,  while  in  the  rest  of  Spanish  America  these  have  inoreased  ii 
numbers;  how  for  several  generations  afterwards  the  most  profltabl^ 
occupation  of  the  settlers  was  contraband  trade,  with  all  itBOorroptin| 
effecte;  how  the  colonial  administration  presented  the  qpeotade  el 
a  chronio  tkiee-sided  quaiTel  between  the  militaiyy  tiie  dnltaod  th4 
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jodidal  aathorities;  how,  when  the  insurrection  in  French  Ban  to 
Domingo  pat  an  end  to  the  cultivation  of  sagar  and  coifee  there,  that 
ealtiyBtion  passed  to  Gaba;  how  it  flonrished  there,  with  the  conse- 
quent dev^elopment  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade;  how  overflowing 
wtalih  ensued,  and  with  it  came  ill-directed  edncation,  auwholesome 
ambitions,  and  traitorous  plots  of  annexation  to  the  United  States,  not 
lor  the  promotion  of  liberty,  but  for  the  security  of  slavery;  how  there- 
upon and  therefore  came  acts  and  measures  of  angry  repression  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  culminating  in  the  present  state  of  hostility  between  the 
peninsular  Spaniards  and  the  Cuban  Spaniards. 

If  the  Cnbim  emigrants  in  the  United  States  are  a  proper  sample,  as 
they  possibly  may  be,  of  the  better  Ouban  Spaniards,  what  are  we  to 
think  of  those  of  average  or  inferior  degree) 

While  those  emigrants  have  made  themselves  ridiculous  in  spending 
their  time  in  quarreling  with  one  another  in  the  newspapers  and  in 
public  meetings,  instead  of  fighting  the  common  enemy  in  the  field, 
they  have  rendered  themselves  odious  by  their  systematic  violation  of 
the  law  of  the  land  of  their  asylum,  and  the  acts  of  fraud  and  perjury 
which  that  implies,  and  by  their  firantic  hostility  to  the  Qovernmeut  of 
the  United  States. 

Meanwhile,  we  see  what  the  insurgents  at  home  are  after  six  years' 
eipmence — ^incapable,  as  the  President  so  clearly  shows,  of  independ- 
ence, unworthy  even  of  the  concession  of  belligerence. 

If  the  emigrants  in  the  United  States  were  now  in  Cuba,  if  the  insur- 
gents in  arms  were  to  lay  down  their  arms, could  they  and  the  rich  sugar 
planters  and  merchants  of  the  seajiorts  and  of  the  western  part  of  the 
island,  with  or  without  anterior  solution  of  the  slavery  question,  Uve  in 
peace  together  as  a  republic  based  on  free  popular  sufirage,  which  is 
the  only  intelligible  conception  of  a  republic  t  To  me  it  seems  impos- 
sible. To  say  nothing  of  Santo  Domingo,  we  may  look  to  the  case  of 
Jamaica,  where,  without  any  civil  war  to  embitter  men  against  one 
another,  with  generously  regulated  emancipation,  with  a  colonial  policy 
just,  nay  amicable  and  even  kind,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  main- 
tain the  existence  of  well-ordered  society  except  by  the  constant  exer- 
cise of  paternal  authority  on  the  part  of  the  metropolis. 

All  which  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the  United  States  would 
have  an  immense  task  on  their  hands  in  undertaking  the  pacification 
of  Cuba  alone  and  by  hostile  force,  inferring  the  necessity  not  only  of 
a  fleet  and  an  army  of  operations,  but  also  of  occupation  to  keep  the 
peace,  bat  might  well  contribute  efBciently  to  the  result  in  cooperation 
with  Spain. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc.,  0.  Oushing. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 
No.  770.]  LsaATioiT  of  thb  United  States, 

Madrid^  Jantuiry  17^  1876. 

Bm:  The  observations  imputed  to  the  President  and  yourself  as 
reported  in  my  No.  776  of  the  15th  inst.,  continue  to  be  the  subject  of  a 
dropping  fire  of  commentary  in  the  public  journals  of  Madrid,  the  most 
notable  of  which  is  annexed  from  the  Epoca. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc,  0.  Oushino. 
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[Appendix  A,  No.  779.— Traaalatioo.— Artiole  from  La  Epooa  of  Jtauuay  15^  U78»] 

The  New  Tork  Herald  of  the  28th  attributes  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mt»  Fi< 
the  following  words  upon  the  relations  between  Spain  and  the  United  States : 

"There  is  not  a  word  of  trutli  in  the  stories  relative  to  difficulties  between  t 
United  States  and  Spain;  the  two  countries  maintain  the  best  relations,  and  t 
slight  difficulty  originated  by  the  reclamations  in  Cuba  is  on  the  best  road  to'vra 
amicable  settlement." 

The  opinion  is  also  attributed  to  the  President  that  he  considers  the  independeo 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba  impossible,  and  that  its  annexation  to  the  United  States  ^rou 
cause  great  harm  to  the  country. 

We  are  of  the  same  opinion.  The  Island  of  Cuba,  independent,  would  be  'wot 
no  more  than  Haiti  or  Santo  Domingo,  and  its  rich  products  would  cease  to  sobU^ 
the  market  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Qrant  is  mistaken,  for  the  adventurers  in  ti 
manigua  no  longer  obey  political  ideas  of  any  kind,  nor  would  they  accept  any  fot 
of  government  save  that  which  exempts  them  from  the  penalties  which  they  ha 
merited  bv  the  ordinary  crimes  which  led  them  to  mingle  in  the  forces  of  the  Teb< 
lion.  And  as  an  autonomic  state  the  Island  of  Cuba  can  not  sustain  itself,  sini 
should  it  cease  to  belong  to  Spain  it  would  become  the  patrimony  of  the  negro  racj 
But  as  no  one  desires  this,  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States  will  do  better  1 
allowing  us  to  conquer  the  insurrection,  as  we  shall  finally  overcome  it,  raising  it 
production  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  to  amounts  never  before  known  and  institutii 
there  the  reforms  which  may  be  compatible  with  Justice. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr,  Gushing. 

No.  298.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  January  19 ^  1876. 

SiB :  Eeferring  to  previous  correspondence  on  the  Spanish  qaestioi 
I  now  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  undc 
date  of  the  18th  instant  (l^o.  36)  *  upon  the  subject  from  Mr.  Boker,  th 
minister  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg. 

I  am,  etc.,  Hamilton  Fish. 


Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  Gushing. 

Ko.  299.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  January  21y  1876. 

Sm :  Eeferring  to  my  No.  298  of  the  19th  instant,  transmitting  a  cop; 
of  a  dispatch  on  the  Spanish  question  from  Mr.  Boker,  the  minister  o 
the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg,  I  have  now  to  inclose  herewith  foj 
your  further  information  a  copy  of  another  dispatch  under  date  of  thi 
23d  ultimo  from  that  gentleman,  stating  that  the  Russian  OovernmenI 
has  consented  to  make  representations  to  that  of  Spain  upon  the  ques 
tion,  and  that  the  Russian  minister  at  Madrid  has  been  instractd 
accordingly. 

I  am,  etc.,  Hamilton  Fish. 

Mr,  Gushing  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  786.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  January  21j  1676. 

Sir  :  I  continue  to  make  for  your  information  such  extracts  from 
newspapers  as  appear  to  me  most  worthy  of  attention. 

(1)  I  remark,  first,  that  whatever  inconvenience  may  be  involved  iii 
communicating  the  correspondence  to  Congress  will  be  fiilly  oompen 

>8eep.l32. 
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nted  by  putting  an  end  to  the  falae  mmon  which  1111  the  newspapers 
i2ui  Iced  to  misconstmction  both  in  the  United  States  and  Europe* 

(2)  The  report  of  a  late  interview  with  the  minister  of  state  will 
hit  fenred  to  eliow  yon  how  accessible  this  Government  is  to  good 
iotiaences  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

If  we  make  oortselves  the  instrument,  morally  or  by  force,  either  of 
the  maroon  incendiaries  in  Gnba  or  of  the  false  Cubans,  who,  iustead 
of  fiUyiog  at  home  and  taking  up  arms  for  their  pretended  country,  run 
A^ay&om  it  to  parade  their  desertion  and  their  shame  iu  New  York, 
ve  shaD,  in  my  opinion,  encounter  serious  trouble,  while  otherwise  we 
i^  have  oar  own  way  in  all  things. 

(3)  I  was  impatient  at  first  in  view  of  the  nonarrival  of  ultimate 
iBistmctions,  bat  have  now  become  reconciled  to  this  in  the  snppo- 
aitiou  that  before  acting  definitely  you  will  have  desired  to  feel  the 
poise  not  only  of  the  European  Governments,  but  also  of  Congress. 

[i)  Don  Alfonso's  Government  will  be  allpowerfhl  in  the  Cortes, 
vhicb  is  to  aaaemble  on  the  15th  of  February;  but  that  circumstance 
fill  not,  in  my  opinion,  produce  any  change  of  policy  as  regards  the 
United  States. 

Indeed,  the  stronger  the  Government  in  the  Cortes,  the  better  for  us; 
for  according  to  constant  experience  in  Spain,  in  every  previous  CorteSy 
vUle  the  Government  has  been  disposed  to  calmness  and  conciliation, 
tbe  opposition  breaks  out  but  too  frequently  into  transports  of  hostility 
against  the  United  States. 

(5)  Some  of  the  French  and  German  newspapers,  you  will  see,  misled 
by  those  of  tlie  United  States,  attribute  the  policy  of  our  Government 
to  electoral  purposes;  while  the  Spaniards,  more  candid  or  more  keen- 
sighted,  think  they  f^d  the  key  to  it  iu  the  interested  clamors  of  the 
filibuster  party  in  and  out  of  Congress. 

(6)  At  the  same  time,  in  spite  of  excitations  to  the  contrary,  the 
respectable  journals  of  Madrid  are  constant  in  the  expression  of  belief 
^  tile  peaceful  and  just  professions  of  the  President  and  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  United  States. 

I  have,  etc,  0.  Oushim a. 


lAfpaadix  A,  Ka  786.-TniisUtioB.~JtdHorUl  arUola  from  Ia  BpooiH  Madrid,  Janiuury  19, 1876.] 

J^  New  Tork  pftpen  lately  received  pahlish  extracts  from  several  Journals  of 
'I'drid  whlcli  have  commented  upon  the  message  of  General  Grant,  manifesting 
^^ftarpriae  that  these  shonld  attribute  to  him  a  spirit  of  hostility  against  Spain 
^hithf  in  their  jadgment,  he  is  very  far  from  holding.  The  desire  of  the  first  magis- 
^te  of  the  great  American  Republic  and  of  his  Cabinet  is,  on  the  contrary,  to  main- 
^  the  cordial  relations  whioh  happily  exist  between  the  two  peoples,  avoidiug 
^Itstever  difBoolties  might  compromise  those  relations  for  the  f u  t  are.  In  M  a<lrid,  say 
^  New  Tork  Journals,  the  signification  of  the  message  has  not  been  well  understood, 
'''^its  general  tone  is  conciliatory  and  friendly. 

In  this  senae  we  ourselves  construed  it  on  examination,  and  the  facts  have  since 
come  to  show  the  exactness  of  our  appreciations.  President  Grant  has  to  satisfy  the 
^^^Qciee  of  a  certain  group,  not  very  numeroos,  but  excitable  in  the  extreme, 
^lueh  sympathuEea  with  the  Cuban  insnrgents,  and  whose  opposition  might  run 
^oater  to  his  aspirations  to  the  third  Presidency  of  the  Republic :  and,  ueverthe- 
m^  on  examining  that  document  with  due  attention,  not  a  single  phrase  of  encour- 
H^nt  for  them  oan  he  found  in  it.  The  hopes  of  obtaining  the  declaration  of 
'^Uiferenea  in  favor  of  the  rebels  of  the  Managua  are  completely  dispelled ;  there  is 
oothmg  in  the  message  which  can  be  construed  as  a  menace  nor  inspire  fears  of  the 
ouatramote  danger,  and  the  idea  of  European  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  Cuba, 
^tfoely  formnlatod,  has  had  no  other  object  than  to  silence  to  a  certain  extent  the 
^^igttieiea  we  have  mentioned,  without  the  Government  of  Washington  showing 
Qorh  seal  In  sustaining  the  idea.  Such  a  project  may  be  regarded  as  a  failure.  It 
^  Ml  siMHiiedly,  after  receiving  from  the  Governments  of  Europe  communications 
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wharaim  they  refer  to  it  with  marked  indifTerenoe  and  do  not  show  themaelYes  dJ 
poeed  to  ■econd  it. 

The  change  of  attitude  which  is  observahle  in  the  North  American  preea  reved 
the  tendency  which  dominateB  in  the  conn  try,  openly  contrary,  not  merely  to  -vri 
but  to  any  solution  which  would  make  of  independent  Caba  a  new  Santo  I>oiiiind 
It  is  very  well  known  there  that  upon  the  separation  of  the  Great  Antilla  from  tl 
mother  country,  it  would  fall  under  the  brutal  dominion  of  that  crowd  of  bandj 
and  incendiaries  who  mark  their  raids  by  leaving  behind  them  heaps  of  rains ;  a] 
the  United  States,  which  keep  up  such  important  mercantile  transactions  with  thi 
Spanish  province,  would  be  the  first  to  suffer  the  evil  consequences  of  the  aepai: 
tion.  The  interest  of  commerce,  which  prevails  in  all  the  acts  of  the  America 
Government,  demands  that  Cuba  should  be  what  it  was  before  the  present  destractii 
insurrection,  and  that  its  wealth,  which  has  been  such  a  source  of  profit  to  the  Grcl 
Bepublio,  should  increase.  This  can  not  be  obtained  without  restoring  tranquillil 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Spanish  flag,  and  it  will  be  obtained,  cost  what  it  may,  C 
ttte  patriotic  effort  of  the  whole  nation,  resolved  to  maintain  its  integrity  and  re|;aj 
its  greatness. 

Thus,  doubtless,  is  the  matter  understood  by  the  North  American  Government  aij 

?eople,  whose  attitude  is  day  b^  day  more  strongly  marked  in  favor  of  our  conntr^ 
'he  communications  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  Washington,  and  tj 
friendly  spirit  which  rei^s  in  the  conferences  of  nis  representatives  in  Madriil,  remoi 
all  fear  of  future  complications,  which  can  only  have  existed  in  the  imagination  i 
the  laborantes  and  their  sympathizers. 


[Appendix  B,  Ko.  780 — Translatioii.^Sdltorisl  paragraph  from  La  Epooa,  Madrid.  Jm.  nary  20. 1^ 

We  are  informed  from  Paris,  on  the  15th,  that  the  correspondence  from  Ne^v  Yor 
in  the  English  and  German  press  is  occupied  with  the  American  note  addressed  i 
the  Powers  concerning  the  question  of  Cuba. 

All  are  unanimous  in  roundljf  denying  that  the  United  States  entertains  any  intei 
tion,  even  remote,  of  intervening  directly  in  Cuba. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Times  supposes  that  the  note  has  for  its  cause  the  impi 
tience  to  which  the  prolongation  of  a  struggle  which  causes  serious  injuries  to  coi^ 
merce  gives  rise  in  tne  United  States. 

The  correspondent  of  the  I^ankfort  Gazette  asserts  that  the  American  Chambei 
will  in  no  case  give  their  approbation  to  an  intervention  in  Cuba,  and  oonjeotur^ 
that  nothing  more  than  a  fresh  maneuver  of  the  Grant  party  is  to  be  seen  in  this  not^ 

The  Paris  Journal  sums  up  these  comments  in  a  paragraph  of  its  bulletin,  dednci 
ing  as  a  consequence  that  the  note  is  contrary  to  all  diplomatic  traditions  of  th 
Union,  since  it  consults  the  powers  about  a  question  T^ich  only  intereste  Spait 
Mexico,  and  England.  It  adds  that  the  only  thing  to  be  seen  in  it  is  an  attempt  oi 
the  pait  of  Grant  to  make  profit  of  this  question  in  favor  of  his  third  reelection. 

We  have  already  said  yesterday  that  our  own  news  was  entirely  tranqniliaing 
that  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  United  States  the  best  disposition  prevails,  and  that  t 
this  result  have  contributed  the  loyal,  and  at  the  same  time  dignified  explanation 
of  our  Government,  as  well  as  the  knowledge  that  the  commerce  of  the  United  State 
has  much  more  to  gain  under  the  possession  of  Cuba  by  Spain  tiian  by  means  o 
reckless  schemes  otherwise  arising.  To  such  a  point  does  one  of  our  friends  in  Nev 
York  carry  his  assurances  that,  in  a  recent  letter,  he  announced  to  us  the  possibilitj 
that  the  American  Cabinet  itself  would  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of  guar 
anteeing  to  Spain  the  possession  of  her  Antillas,  joining  to  this  new  oommeroial  ties 


Mr.  Msh  to  Mr.  Gushing. 

No.  301.]  Depabtmsnt  of  Statb, 

Washingtonj  January  25 j  1876. 

Sm :  The  German  minister,  Mr.  Schlozer,  called  to-day,  and  I  giv< 
the  substance  of  the  conversation  which  took  place  between  him  and 
myself. 

He  said  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affoirs  to 
express  thanks  for  the  friendly  communication  which  was  made  to  the 
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6«niiaD  Government  of  the  instraction  to  Mr.  Gashing,  referring  to 
that  €tf  November  5, 1875,  No.  266,  and  to  state  tbat  they  feel  the  jnstice 
of  oar  complaint  and  appreciate  the  moderation  of  our  conduct;  that 
(j^iDaii  interests  suffer  in  the  interrnption  of  commerce  resulting  from 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  Cuba,  and  that  her  citizens  have  also  sus- 
tained wrongs,  but  that  she  does  not  feel  disposed  at  present  to  take 
Any  decided  steps. 

I  remarked  that  Mr.  von  BtLlow  had  given  our  charge  d'affaires  to 
imderstand  that  their  minister  in  Madrid  would  be  instructed  to  repre- 
sent to  the  Spanish  Government  that  in  the  opinion  of  Germany  the 
United  States  was  justified  in  her  complaint  and  in  the  wish  for  an 
early  termination  of  the  conflict  in  Guba. 

Mr.  ScUozer's  reply  was  equivocal.  He  answered:  '^ Oh,  yes;  but 
joo  know  in  these  matters  the  Governments  of  Europe  like  to  act  in 
concert.'' 

I  answered  that  this  was  the  object  which  induced  us  to  communicate 
irith  the  ^reat  powers  simultaneously,  believing  that  they  would  fee], 
as  we  understood  Mr.  von  Billow  to  have  expressed  himself,  the  fairness 
of  our  x>o8ition,  and  believing  that  a  simultaneous  expression  to  that 
efect  coald  not  fail  to  exercise  a  powerful  influence  in  inducing  Spain 
to  appreciate  the  necessity  of  bringing  to  a  termination  a  war  which  had 
last^  for  more  than  seven  years,  without  any  apparent  approach  to  a 
result,  and  which  was  now  threatening  the  destruction  of  the  producing 
capacity  of  the  island. 

He  inquired  whether  I  could  t^U  him  the  course  which  Great  Britain 
proposed  to  teke. 

I  answered  that  I  supposed  that  Great  Britain  would  communicate 
vith  Germany  if  she  wished  to  know  the  views  she  had  of  the  matter; 
that  I  did  not  undertake  to  express  them  for  her,  but  I  believed  that 
she  recognized  the  justice  and  moderation  of  our  position,  and  the 
importance  of  an  early  termination  of  the  conflict. 

I  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  neither  sought  nor  desired  any 
physical  force  or  pressure,  but  simply  the  moral  influence  of  concur- 
rence of  opinion  as  to  the  protraction  of  the  contest. 

He  assured  me  his  Government  agreed  with  us,  but  I  could  obtain 
from  him  no  intimation  that  it  was  intended  to  inform  Spain  that  such 
was  the  fact. 

As  this  seems  to  place  Germany  in  a  different  attitude  from  that 
indicated  in  Mr.  von  Billow's  conversation  with  Mr.  Fish  (as  communi- 
cated to  yon  in  my  ISo.  286),  it  seems  proper  to  make  known  to  you  the 
snbstence  of  the  interview. 

I  am,  etc,  Hamilton  Fish. 


Mr,  Onshing  to  Mr,  Fish. 
^0.794.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madridy  January  28, 1876, 

Sib:  I  annex  four  or  five  items  which  appear  in  the  Oorrespondencia, 
onmbered  1  to  4. 

I  am  not  sure  what  the  exact  meaning  is  of  Nos.  1  and  2,  but  trans- 
mit them  as  they  stend« 

I  have,  etc,  0.  Gushing. 
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[Appendix  A,  No.  704.— Trsnalatloii.— Sundry  items  from  La  Correepondendft.] 

No.  1. 

A  telegram  flrom  Washington  was  received  last  night  at  the  ministry  of  state  deni 
ing  that  the  note  had  been  addressed  to  the  Spanish  Goyemment,  of  which  the  neivl 
papers  have  spoken,  and  which  was  supposed  to  have  been  communicated  to  tl 
other  European  powers. 

No.  2. 

[Telegmm.] 

YiBNVA,  Jamnary  t6. 

The  ministry  of  state  has  asked  confidentially  of  the  American  minister  at  th 
conrt  a  copy  of  Mr.  Irish's  circnlar  referring  to  the  affairs  of  Cuba.  The  represents 
tive  of  the  United  States,  after  reflection,  has  refused,  for  which  reason  it  is  believe 
possible,  later  on,  that  a  new  American  note  will  be  presented. 

No.  3. 

From  January  1. 1875,  up  to  January  21,  1876,  there  have  been  embarked  for  tl 
army  of  the  island  of  Cuba  28,445  soldiers  in  43  expeditions.  This  cipher  proves  ai 
we  have  said  on  different  occasions  with  respect  to  the  zeal  and  activity  displayed  h 
the  respective  departments  of  the  ministrv  of  war,  in  order  to  endow  the  army  i 
Cuba  with  the  forces  needed  to  put  down  the  insurrection. 

No.  5. 

The  Times  of  the  24th  iustant,  referring  to  the  note  of  the  American  minister.  Mi 
Fish,  says: 

**  We  are  sure  that  Lord  Derby  and  the  ministers  of  the  other  powers,  will  repl; 
courteously  to  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Fish ;  but  the  question  of  knowing  whether  w 
ouf^ht  to  intervene  between  Spain  and  her  rebellious  colony  is  much  less  evident 
It  IS  not  probable  we  shall  do  more  than  give  a  simple  counsel,  in  case  we  go  so  fa 
as  to  give  any,  unless  it  be  that  our  honor  and  our  interests  would  suffer;  for  th 
complaints  which  have  any  real  foundation  are  the  business  of  Spain  alone. 

<< Nevertheless,  it  is  possible  that  the  powers  may  take  part  in  a  convention,  whiob 
guarding  the  honor  or  Spain,  shall  terminate  the  question  of  Cnba." 


Ifr.  Oushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  799.]  LBaATioN  of  the  United  States* 

Madrid  J  January  31, 1876. 

Sm:  In  continuance  of  the  purpose  of  transmitting  to  yon  from  Ximi 
to  time  newspaper  paragraphs  indicative  of  pnblic  opinion  respecting 
especially,  the  question  of  intervention,  translation  is  annexed  of  ai 
article  of  La  Patria,  which  is  supposed  to  express  views  of  the  ministei 
of  gobernacion,  Mr.  Eomero  y  Bobledo,  lately  married  to  a  daughter  ol 
D.  Julian  Zulueta. 

The  journals  of  Madrid  abound  with  discussions  of  the  supiiosed  elec 
toral  prominence  of  the  religious  question  in  the  United  States. 

Several  of  them  also  are  occupied  with  examination  of  the  condition 
and  fortunes  of  our  Indians,  with  appreciations  to  our  prejudice,  drawn 
from  the  book  of  Mr.  Pumpelly. 

I  have,  etc.,  O.  Oushino. 


[ App6ii<liz  A,  No.  799.— TransUtioii.— Bxtnot  from  La  Patria  i^  Jtanaij  99,  IsyC) 

•  ••«••• 

The  English  Journal  (the  Times)  doubts  whether  its  QoTemment  will  go  so  fiir  as 
to  interfere  in  our  affairs  in  the  way  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  seeks,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  says  that  the  powers  may  aid  in  forming  a  oompromiae  whioh  may  save 
the  honor  of  Spain  while  terminating  the  Cuban  question. 


AFFAIRS  IN  CUBA.  87 

Tbii^  sll«r  aB,  Is  no  other  tluui  *  IHendly  interrentioiiy  wMch  roToak  the  good 
ipiift  wheronrith  the  Eoglish  people  is  animated  witli  respect  to  Spain,  but  we  do 
aot  knew  to  whAt  extent  onr  GoTemment  wonld  conform  to  the  intervention  of  the 
powen,  provoked  by  that  of  Waehington,  In  order  to  bring  aboot  the  settlement  of 
th«  sSurs  of  oar  coontrj  in  Cnba — a  settlement  which  pertains  solely  and  ezoln- 
BTeiy  to  oorselvea. 

At  sny  Fate,  i^  is  needAiI  that  the  ezagserated  pretensions  of  the  North  Americans 
Aaald  reeeire  a  correctiTO  on  the  part  of  onr  OoTemment»  and  we  donbt  not  that  it 
▼ill  rseexYB  it,  writ  bin  the  bounds  of  dignity  and  decorum  befitting  a  nation  which, 
n)  the  settlemeiit  of  affairs  which  are  its  own,  and  exclosively  its  own,  can  not  per- 
aiit  tsterfereneae  founded  in  strange  captionsneeses  and  in  imaginary  dangecs  and 
prpjiidi< 


Mr.  dusking  to  Mr.  FUh, 

Xo.804.]  Legation  of  thb  (Jnitbd  States, 

Madrid,  February  5, 1876. 

SiB:  I  annex,  in  translation,  extracts  of  a  notable  editorial  article  of 
the  Politica  respecting  the  present  relations  of  the  United  States  and 
Spain. 

I  have,  etc*,  0.  Gushing* 


:  Aypcnfix  A«  Ka  m^B&tneU  trsntUted.— LewllBg  editorial  ftem  La  Politics,  Madrid.  Febmaiy  4, 

i«76.r 

AMBRICAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  notices  wbich  the  transatlantic  cable  has  bronglit  to  us  with  respoot  to  the 
political  spirit  which  reigns  in  the  United  States  with  reference  to  the  qaestion  of 
Cuba  are  too  serions  to  permit  of  their  not  being  taken  up  by  the  Hpanifih  press,  the 
^aty  of  which  is  to  waton  over  and  defend  oar  interests  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean. 
The  field  of  politics  is  a  rest  chess  board,  where,  f^om  the  king  to  the  pawn,  not  a 
moTe  can  be  made  without  affecting  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  the  situation  of  all 
the  other  pieces.  Thus  it  is  that  tne  agitation  aroused  in  the  United  States  with 
respect  to  the  political  affairs  of  Cuba,  wbich,  it  weald  seern,  ought  merely  to  be 
confined  to  the  United  States  and  to  Spain,  has  taken  sucli  a  turn  that  to-day  all  the 
principal  powers  of  Enrope  are  playing  a  part  in  this  affair.  Can  the  Spanish  press, 
therefore,  remain  meanwhile  indifferent  and  silent f    We  think  not. 

What  is  the  matter! 

The  matter  is  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  whose  President,  Mr. 
Orsot,  had  already  announced  in  his  last  message  another  special  one  on  the  Cuban 
policy,  hme  passed  to  its  representatives  in  Europe  a  note^  to  the  end  that,  without 
leaving  a  copy  of  it,  it  mav  be  read  to  the  European  ministers  of  foreign  affairs. 
The  object  of  tho  note  has  aoubtless  been  to  enable  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  to 
discover  indirectly  the  impression  which  wonld  be  produced  by  its  inter&rence, 
direct  or  indirect,  in  the  relations  of  Spain  with  her  Antillean  province;  but  even 
though  this  note  may  have  merely  been  a  pilot  balloon  to  get  the  drift  of  European 
sentiment  it  has  for  that  reason  none  the  less  attracted  the  attention  of  political 
men. 

We  do  not  know  whether  this  reserved  communication  to  the  European  nations 
will  receive  anything  else  than  a  purely  polite  and  diplomatic  welcome,  but  what  is 
▼ery  probable,  in  onr  opinion^  is  i}\at  none  of  them  is  disposed  to  accept  an  active 
part  in  an  enterprise  having  for  its  object  to  exert  upon  Spain  a  pressure  which  could 
be  interpreted  as  a  minatory  act. 

We  do  not  donbt  that  the  sensible  party  of  the  United  States  wonld  see  with  satis- 
Action  the  termination  of  the  Cnban  conflict,  out  of  respect  for  the  laws  of  humanitv ; 
hut  who  better  than  that  same  North  American  RepuoUc  could  have  prevented  tne 
duration  of  that  sanguinary  war  bv  simply  complying  with  and  causing  its  sub- 
ordinates to  eomply  with  the  laws  which  prohibit  the  sending  of  resources,  arms,  and 
Qmnitiona  to  an  insurrection  born  in  the  bosom  of  a  friendly  power f  For,  if  the 
•utom-honsea  of  New  York,  of  Charleston,  of  Savannah,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans,  in 
Adfillmeint  of  eizisting  laws,  had  detained  the  filibuster  ships  laden  with  arms  and 
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mnnitionB  for  the  iDsnTgents  and  thos  aiding  in  warfare  against  a  friendly  po'wer — 
they  had  preventedthese  violations  of  international  right — then  bat  a  brief  tune  'veoul 
have  passed  before  the  insnrrection,  which  had  its  origin  on  the  banks  of  the  Yan 
had  snccnmbed,  without  having  so  much  prolonged  its  existence,  or  having  caaso 
snch  disasters,  or  havine  counted  so  many  victims.  And,  if  this  be  an  evident  an 
palpable  fact,  how  is  it  tnat  the  United  States  to-day  recall  the  name  of  hnmanit^ 
and  to  what  result  do  the  judgments  of  humanity  lead  when  invoked  by  the  natto 
which  might  have  arrested  the  career  of  the  evils  which  it  to^ay  recognizes  f 

Nearly  eightvears  have  passed  by,  and  the  mother  coontry  has  had  not  merely  to  ine< 
the  serious  difficulties  which  follow  in  the  train  of  a  reckless  insurrection,  bnt  it  ha 
also  had  to  sustain  a  hand-to-hand  struggle  because  of  the  conflicts  excited  a^iins 
Spain  by  permanent  elements  in  the  American  Union  which  sympathise  wiui  lb 
Cuban  insurrection.  And  when  all  the  combustibles  have  been  accumulated  for  i 
conflagration,  and  the  blaze  has  been  kept  knowiugjy  stirred  up,  it  is  a  rare  si^ht  t 
see  those  who  have  done  all  this  lamenting  the  ravages  of  that  fire,  shrinking  appalled 
from  its  horrors,  and  clamoring  before  Europe  for  the  rights  of  humanity. 

It  is  not  that  we  ourselves  fail  to  lament  the  horrors  which,  there  as  ^sewhere,  arx 
involved  in  civil  war.  We  have  valiantly  condemned  acts  which  have  taken  plac^ 
in  the  island,  but  of  which  acts  we  everywhere  find  like  examnles,  even  in  the  civi 
war  of  tb  e  United  States.  We  appeal  to  the  families  of  the  Con  federate  States  dori  n| 
the  titanic  contest  between  the  States  of  the  North  and  of  the  South  of  the  Ameri 
can  Union  to  tell  us  whether  we  are,  or  are  not,  rishtf 

And  if,  from  the  point  of  view  of  humanity,  we  do  not  recognize  that  the  Unitec 
States  have  either  the  right  or  the  opportunity  to  take  the  initiative  which  they  hav< 
taken  in  the  Cuban  question,  still  less  could  we  concede  it  to  them  if  they  appeal  t< 
the  resource  of  sunposing  that  the  Cuban  war  affects  their  commerce.  The  Nortli 
Americans  are  intelligent  men  in  ouestions  of  figures  and  statistical  calculations, 
and  they  know  that  tiie  commercial  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Cnbn 
have  increased  during  these  last  eight  years  in  spite  of  the  war;  and,  therefore,  the 
excuse  that  tiie  war  affects  their  commercial  interests  can  not  serve  for  their  inter- 
vention. There  is  no  need  of  our  reproducing  the  statistical  data  which  demooBtrate 
the  increase  of  commerce  between  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  United  States  during 
the  Cuban  war,  because  the^  are  data  known  to  all  the  world,  and  which  will  easily 
be  found  by  the  North  American  dailies. 

What  remains  besides  that  which  has  been  set  forth  to  serve  as  a  support  to  the 
United  States  in  order  to  pretend  to  the  direct  or  Indirect  intervention  which  tliuy 

Sroposef  In  our  conception,  it  has  for  its  basis  no  other  thing  than  the  eternal  ten- 
ency  which,  from  beginning  of  the  century  and  from  one  motive  or  another,  has 
been  ever  manifested  by  the  partisans  of  the  Monroe  doctrine — apolicy  which  served 
to  rend  from  Mexico  the  greater  part  of  her  territory ;  a  policv  which  has  ever  songht 
to  deprive  Spain  of  the  brightest  Jewel  of  her  crown,  of  the  Jewel  which  symbolizes 
a  world  of  memories  for  the  nation  which  discovered  America. 

•  ••«••• 

The  notes  of  Mr.  Henry  Clay  to  Mr.  Everett  in  1825,  to  the  end  that  Spain  should 
conclude  the  wars  of  Mexico  and  Colombia  for  the  sake  of  hnmanitv;  subseanently 
those  of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Saunders,  minister  in  Madrid,  for  the  purchase  of 
Cuba  for  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  recommending  him  to  get  it  as  cheap  as 
possible;  the  mission  of  Mr.  Soul^;  the  Osteude  conference:  the  refusal  of  the 
United  States  to  subscribe  the  compromise  with  Encland  and  France  to  guarantee 
to  Spain  the  possession  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  ana  a  thousand  other  antecedents 
which  we  mi^ht  evoke,  if  the  scope  of  this  article  permitted  us  to  do  so,  are  the  key 
to  explain  this  stroke  of  humanitv  with  which  the  United  States  present  themselves 
before  Europe,  soliciting  its  moral  cooperation  to  end  the  war  in  Cuba. 

The  Government  must  understand  it  thus,  as  will  Mr.  Canovas  del  Costillo  and  Mr 
Calderon  y  CoUantes,  both  eminent  statesmen  of  Spain,  and  profoundly  acquainted 
with  the  North  American  policy,  and  they  will  doubtless  have  presented  before  tbe 
courts  of  Europe  the  true  aspect  of  the  Cuban  question :  and  we  do  not  entertain 
the  least  doubt  of  the  support  which  our  Government  will  receive,  sustaining  its 
dignity  and  its  rights. 

But,  at  any  rate,  what  is  undoubtedly  indispensable  as  a  measure  of  salvation  is 
that  this  insensate  insurrection  in  Cuba,  which  gives  rise  to  so  many  conflicts,  be 
terminated  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Carlist  war  is  already  dominated,  and  if  the 
90,000  soldiers  who  have  recently  crossed  the  Atlantic  be  not  enough  to  paol^  the 
island  let  there  be  speedily  sent  as  many  more  as  mav  be  necessary  in  order  to  obtain 
that  object,  and  let  the  reforms  be  made  which  ought  to  be  introdnoed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bettering  the  financial  state  of  the  island  and  rendering  the  operations  of 
the  campaign  more  effective. 
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Mr.  FUk  to  Mr.  Vushing. 


yo.3tL]  Department  of  Btatb, 

Washingtanj  February  9j  1876. 

BiR:  Tonr  dispatch  TSo.  779,  of  the  17th  ultimo,  has  been  received. 
It  rebites  to  the  continned  cominenta  of  the  public  jonmals  in  reference 
to  certaiii  observations  on  Cnba  imputed  to  the  President  and  Secretary 
<^'t  State,  and  incloses  an  article  from  La  Epoca  in  regard  thereto. 

Id  reply  I  have  to  state  that  while  the  remarks  attributed  to  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  State  in  the  article  from  I^a  Ex>oca  above 
rHieired  to  may  not  be  very  far  from  what  they  might  be  inclined  to 
Live  said,  new8i>aper  reports  of  interviews  or  of  attributed  opinions  or 
'^jH^ches  are  not  to  be  relied  upon.  In  this  country  their  general  value, 
ur  rather  want  of  value,  is  understood. 

I  axDy  etOi  Hamilton  Fish. 


Mr.  Oiishing  to  Mr.  Fish. 
No.  828.]  Lkoation  op  the  UmTRD  States, 

Madridy  February  14y  1876. 

Sir:  In  my  interview  with  the  minister  of  state  of  the  12th,  the  con- 
v^raation  passed  at  length  naturally  to  the  question  of  our  intervention 
ill  Cuba. 

I  observe,  by  way  of  preface,  that  the  intervention  of  the  great 
T^iiwers  in  Turkey  is,  of  course,  the  subject  of  universal  interest  in 
Madrid,  the  more  so  as  the  Spaniards  regard  it  in  the  light  of  its  analo- 
gies with  the  suggested  possible  intervention  of  the  United  States  in 
the  affairs  of  Cuba. 

I  said  to  Mr.  Calderon  y  Collantes  that,  approaching,  as  now,  the 
c«»nclusion  of  the  various  special  questions  at  issue  between  the  two 
Governments,  it  might  be  my  duty  at  an  early  day  to  communicate 
with  him  on  the  larger  and  more  purely  political  question  of  the  general 
Btate  of  Cuba. 

He  replied  that  he  had  already  addressed  to  Mr.  Mantilla  a  <<  memo- 
randum ^  setting  forth  the  views  of  the  King's  Government  on  the 
^abject,  in  opposition  to  the  suggested  intervention,  with  instructions 
torc^  the  same  to  you,  or,  if  you  desired,  to  deliver  to  you  a  copy; 
that  the  ministers  of  Spain  at  other  courts  had  received  copies  for  the 
purpose  of  reading  the  same  to  the  respective  Goveninients,  as  in  the 
'  ase  of  your  note  to  me  of  the  5th  of  November,  and  that  he  trusted 
this  document  would  satisfy  you  of  the  inconvenience  of  the  idea  of 
intervention. 

Parenthetically,  let  me  note  that  in  the  newspapers  of  to-day  appears 
a  telegram  from  Paris  in  the  following  terms: 

The  Spanish  memorandam  on  the  Bnbjeot  of  Caba  has  been  received  in  several 
'^oarto  of  Europe.  Various  periodicals  give  extracts  therefrom.  It  is  written  skill- 
^^liy,  and  haa  prodnced  an  exceUent  impression. 

Returning  to  Mr.  Calderon  y  Collantes,  he  said  there  was  no  diflQculty 
on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Government  in  the  introduction  of  all  prac- 
ticable reforms  in  the  organization  or  administration  of  Cuba,  includ- 
ing emancipation,  which  it  was  resolved  to  do,  with  or  without  any 
Mendly  suggestion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  that,  on  the  eon- 
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trary,  the  whole  difficulty  lies  with  the  rebels  and  the  impraoticab 
Guban  emigrants  in  Paris  and  New  York,  who  obstinately  repel  eve 
the  idea  of  autonomic  institutions  in  Cuba  like  those  of  Oanada  an 
other  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  and  thus  leave  to  Spain  no  possibl 
means  of  action  but  force. 

He  concluded  from  these  premises  that  it  was  not  Spain  to  "wboi 
pressure  needed  to  be  applied  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  presei 
calamatous  state  of  things,  but  the  rebels  in  arms  and  their  syn 
pathizers  and  pretended  dircQtors  abroad;  that  while  in  the  matter  i 
Turkey  the  mediating  allies  in  taking  the  step  of  suggesting  reform 
in  the  administration  of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  admitted  tiie  coiis< 
quent  duty  of  taking  a  second  step,  that  of  exerting  their  influence  i 
induce  the  rebels  to  cease  from  rebellion,  the  United  States  appeare 
to  stop  at  the  first  step,  that  of  assuming  a  menacing  attitude  to\rar 
Spain. 

I  replied  that  he  might  rest  assured  of  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  tb 
repeated  assurances  of  my  Government,  repelling  all  suggestion  c 
hostile  purpose,  avowing,  on  the  contrary,  the  most  friendly  ones,  an* 
anxious  only  to  see  the  end  of  a  warfare  of  desolation  and  blooasbo 
in  a  possession  contiguous  to  our  shores,  and  socially  and  commerciall, 
in  the  closest  relation  with  us,  so  as  to  render  the  actual  state  of  thing 
intolerable  to  us,  and  that  tiie  subject  would  be  reverted  to  by  m 
again  at  an  early  day  in  a  more  deliberate  manner. 

I  may  here  observe  in  passing  that  the  concentration  of  our  ships  o 
war  at  Port  Royal  impresses  the  Spaniards  as  a  menace  against  Spain 
They  say :  We  have  not  made  any  naval  demonstrations  in  the  waten 
of  the  Antilles;  we  have  done  nothing  to  call  for  defensive  prepara 
tions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  we  are  unable  to  accoun 
for  these  naval  preparations  of  theirs,  unless  intended  for  the  invasioi 
of  Cuba  in  aid  of  the  insurgents,  in  imitation  of  the  action  of  Navarino 

Their  suspicions  in  this  respect  stand  greatly  in  the  way  of  men 
friendly  diplomatic  negotiation  in  the  sense  of  mediation. 

Now,  as  to  the  naked  question  of  intervention  or  mediation  in  Ouba 
the  only  foreign  minister  here  who  speaks  to  me  in  a  helpful  spirit  i( 
Mr.  Layard.  We  have  an  appointment  for  some  day  this  week  to  con 
sider  and  determine  how  far  his  instructions  enable  him  to  support  roe 
in  other  words,  up  to  what  point  in  this  direction  the  United  Statei 
may  count  on  the  support  of  Great  Britain. 

I  have  no  information  on  this  point  later  than  General  Schenck^^ 
report  by  telegraph  of  December  2,  on  the  subject  of  his  interview  oi 
that  date  with  Lord  Derby,  wherein  reservations  of  moment  are  made 
by  the  latter,  not  only  as  to  the  object  and  aim  of  intercession,  but  alsc 
as  to  the  definite  conclusions  of  the  British  Government. 

I  may  remark  that  we  stand  in  no  need  of  the  good  ofSces  of  othei 
Governments  in  the  matter  of  our  private  griefs;  on  the  contrary,  my 
colleagues  think  that  in  this  respect  we  are  more  favored  than  they  by 
this  Government. 

The  critical  question  is,  How  far  any  of  them  will  go  with  us  in  the 
direction  of  intervention,  if  that  be  repelled  by  Spain. 

As  to  this,  it  will  be  in  my  iK>wer  to  write  to  you  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days. 

I  have,  etoi  0*  Gushhto. 
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Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Ouahing. 

No.  315.]  Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  February  16 j  1676. 

Sie:  Eeferring  to  previous  correspondence  on  the  subject,  I  have 
now  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  an  extract  of  a  dispatch 
from  General  Schenck,  at  London,  a  copy  of  two  dispatches  from  Mr. 
Davis,  at  Berlin,  and  of  one  from  Mr.  Hitt,  the  charg6  d'affaires  ad 
interim,  at  Paris,  all  of  which  relate  to  the  Spanish  question. 
I  am,  etc., 

Hamilton  Fish. 

Indosures:  Mr.  Schenck  to  Mr.  Fish,  January  28,  1876,  ^o.  862 
(extract) ;  Mr.  Davis  to  Mr.  Fish,  January  22,  1876  (No.  249) ;  Same 
to  same,  January  26,  1876  (So.  254) :  Mr.  Hitt  to  Mr.  Fish,  January  23, 
1876,  No.  1279. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

ITelegram.] 

Madrid,  February  18^  1876. 
Fish,  Secretary ^  Washington : 

Two  more  of  the  three  remaining  claims  settled. 
Question  of  judicial  procedure  goes  on  without  controversy. 
I  begin  to  think  mediatory  arrangements  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments by  themselves,  without  aid  from  others,  may  not  be  impossible. 
I  need  indication  of  bases. 

OUSHINO. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  836.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridy  February  18, 1876. 

Bib:  Mr.  Layard  has  made  me  acquainted  with  the  negotiations  for 
the  pacification  of  Guba  in  1870,  undertaken  by  him  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Moret,  in  Madrid,  and  continued  in  concert  with  the  United  States, 
at  Washington,  on  the  basis  of  the  submission  of  the  insurgents,  eman- 
cipation, rs^ical  reforms  of  colonial  administration,  and  general  amnesty, 
with  exception  of  such  compromised  insurgent  chiefs  as  should  elect  to 
leave  the  island  in  ships  of  war  provided  by  the  United  States. 

He  seems  to  think  this  plan  a  feasible  one  in  itself,  but  that  neither 
that  nor  any  other  project  of  mediation  would  be  seasonable  now,  nor 
nntil  the  Spanish  Oovernment  shall  have  gone  through  with  its  present 
experimentol  winter  campaign  in  Cuba. 

Taking  as  a  point  of  departure  the  conclusive  exhibition  in  the  Pres- 
ident's message  of  the  present  unfitness  of  the  insurgents  in  Ouba  for 
indei)endence,  or  even  for  a  concession  of  belligerence,  and  also  the 
expUdt  disavowal  on  the  part  of  our  Government  of  any  wish  or  pur- 
pose to  acquire  Ouba— on  these  premises,  the  point,  which  most  labors 
io  the  minds  of  the  Spaniards,  is  the  question  as  to  the  precise  form  of 
intervention  contemplated  by  the  United  States. 

In  this  connection  there  is  much  comment  on  the  line  of  action  pur- 
med  1^  the  interveningpowers  in  the  matter  of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina, 
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as  being  the  reverse  of  that  porsued  by  the  same  powers  in  the  mat;t;ei 
of  Greece.  Seeing  that  in  the  latter  case  the  demonstration  of  force  vrsu 
against  Turkey  and  in  favor  of  her  rebels;  while  in  the  former,  it;  is 
against  the  rebels  and  in  favor  of  Turkey,  as  manifested  by  the  conc<eii 
tration  of  Austrian  troops  in  Croatia  and  of  a  fleet  of  the  allies  of 
Eagusa,  in  the  avowed  purpose  of  compelling  the  impenitent  and  per 
sistent  insurgents  to  accept  the  terms  of  reform  arranged  at  Constant  i 
nople. 

I  have,  etc.|  O.  CusHiNa-* 

Mr,  Cuahing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Ko.  841.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  Fehruary  19, 1876. 

Sib:  I  have  received  from  the  minister  of  state  a  copy  of  the  memo- 
randum  addressed  by  him  to  the  representatives  of  Spain  in  other  coan- 
tries,  including  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  Cuba. 

Copies  have  also  been  sent  by  him  to  the  other  foreign  ministers  in 
Madrid. 

He  informs  me  that  Mr.  Mantilla  has  been  instructed  to  deliver  to  yon 
a  copy  of  the  memorandum,  which  relieves  me  of  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing to  you  the  copy  in  the  possession  of  the  legation. 
I  have,  etc 

0.  OusHiNa. 


Memorandum  "by  Sr,  Femdo,  Calderon  y  Collanies  given  by  Antonio  ManHlla  to  Mr.  ^ish. 

Secretary  of  State. 

Ministry  of  State,  Politicax  Srction, 

Madrid,  February  S,  JS76, 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  The  great  interest  which  Spain  feels  in  the  snppreasion  of 
the  insnrrection  which  broke  ont  years  ago  in  the  Island  of  Cnba  renders  it  the 
imperative  dnty  of  Spain  to  rectify  all  the  errors  to  which  the  rebels  have  undertaken 
to  give  correnoy,  by  rendering  perfectly  evident,  by  means  of  irreonsable  factSy  the 
real  animas  of  that  insurrection  to-day,  laying  aside  the  consideration  of  its  ori^n ; 
by  showing,  moreover,  what  would  be  the  consequences  of  any  settlement  of  the 
question  other  than  the  complete  triumph  (which  will  be  gained^  of  Spain  over  the 
insurgents;  the  real  effect  which  that  state  of  things  has  had  and  continues  to  have 
upon  the  wealth  of  the  island,  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and,  finally,  the  resoarces 
upon  which  Spain  relies  for  the  complete  suppression  of  the  insurrection,  as,  not* 
withstanding  the  civil  war  which  has  unfortunately  raged  on  its  soil  for  years,  and 
the  notorious  contretemps  which  have  been  experienced  of  late  years,  and  which 
have  so  greatly  weakened  the  action  of  the  Gtovemments,  it  has  not  only  sncceeded 
in  repressing  it,  but  also  in  constantly  diminishing  its  importance. 

The  first  cry  of  insurrection  was  raised  at  Yara,  an  unimportant  town  situated  in 
the  eastern  department  of  the  island,  on  the  11th  day  of  October,  1868,  immediately 
after  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  revolution  begun  at  Cadiz  on  the  17th  of  Septem* 
ber,  and  consummated  at  Madrid  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month.  The  leaders  of  the 
rebellion  availed  themselves  of  the  preparations  which  they  had  doubtless  previously 
made,  and  of  the  favorable  circumstance  that  the  Government  had  not  more  than 
7,500  troops  all  told  on  the  island  at  the  time,  and  that,  too,  for  a  territory  peopled  by 
1,400,000  inhabitants,  and  having  an  area  of  12,000  square  miles,  including  the  keys 
and  the  adjacent  islands.  The  flag  of  the  independence  of  the  island  was  not  raised 
at  the  outset,  much  less  that  of  annexation  to  any  other  State.  The  only  cries  were, 
''Hurrah  for  Prim  I''  that  general  being  there  regarded  as  the  leader  of  the  Spanish 
revolution,  and  "  Hurrah  n>r  the  revolution !  **  Thus  it  was  that  many  joined  in  the  ' 
insurrection  who.  while  really  loving  Spain,  thought  that  the  only  object  had  in  view 
was  a  political  cnange,  and,  subsequently  repenting  when  they  became  aware  of  the 
tendency  which  the  enemies  of  the  country  were  seeking  to  give  to  the  movement, 
voluntarily  took  up  arms  against  it.  It  mav  be  admitted,  however,  in  examininff 
this  question  with  the  constant  good  faith  and  sincerity  with  which  the  GovemmenI 
of  Her  Mi^esty  proposes  to  treat  it  in  this  memorandum,  very  soon  after  the  ont- 
break  of  the  revolution,  it  assumed  a  character  of  opposition  to  the  domination  of 
Spain,  beeanse  such  was  the  purpose  of  all  who  obtained  oontrolof  the  rebel  forces 
and  who  directed  their  movemenu  as  leaders.  I 
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It  oHi  not  h9  denied  tiunt  the  movemeiii  for  MeeaBion  eabeeqneDtlT  oarried  sway  m 
put— eerUialy  not  the  greater  or  the  more  importani — of  the  white  population  of 
tbft  JAlud,  eepeoially  the  unreflectiDg  and  raeb  youth,  who,  mialed  oy  their  own 
inexptneaeey  imagined  that  it  waa  poeeible  to  establish  an  independent  and  repub- 
lieiD  gOTezmneot  in  a  oountiv  in  which  the  African  race  formed  by  far  the  mi^or 
portioQ  of  the  population,  and  was  still  in  a  state  of  slavery.  This  seoessionistic 
tcodeDcy  was  dtagnlseil  under  the  apparent  desire  of  seouring  reforms  in  the  govern- 
cicQtof  the  island*  It  soon  beeame  apparent,  however,  that  this  was  only  a  pro- 
fit. Beforme  and  franchises  were  granted  which  liave  never  been  excelled  or  even 
pooled  by  any  nation,  and  the  rights  were  introduced  there  which  are  proclaimed 
by  ibe  democracy  of  both  Europe  and  America,  which  rights  had  never  been  enjoyed 
neo  by  the  Bpaniards  themselves*  Far  from  showing  any  gratitude  for  such  ample 
ud  important  concessions,  the  rebels  took  advantage  of  them  to  foment  the  insur- 
nesioii,  which,  far  from  diminishing,  increased  in  extent  and  intensity.  The  struggle 
VM  stOl  carried  on,  however,  with  a  certain  kind  of  regularity,  and  both  parties 
Ripected  the  property  which  has  since  been  so  barbarously  destroyed  by  the  new 
Dnrgent  leaaiexB  and  soldiers. 

Ail  this  la  now  changed,  and  of  the  leaders  of  the  secession  movement,  Cespedesy 
^  Agramontes,  Cavada«  Donate,  Marmol,  Castilla,  Mola,  the  Betancourts,  the 
i^eros,  Jesus  del  8oL  Bembeta,  Salom<^  Heniandez,  Maroono,  Inclan,  Goiouriay 
Bmsb,  and  others,  all  oi  whom  were  Cubans,  and  really  opposed  to  Spain,  not  one  is 
sow  living.  Of  those  who  have  succeeded  them  in  the  command  not  a  single  one  is  a 
Caban.  Maximo  G6meiL  the  principal  one,  and  Modesto  Diaz,  the  next  in  impor- 
Unoe,  are  Dominicans;  Knlof  is  a  Pole;  the  person  known  by  the  nickname  of  '*el 
In^leaito''  isan  Englishman  j  and  the  rest,  who  are  now  few  in  number  on  account  of 
t)«  great  dinunotion  of  the  insurgent  forces,  are  adventurers  from  various  countries, 
without  antecedents,  and  having  no  interest  in  the  island.  The  same  may  be  said 
**f  almost  all  the  insurgents.  Their  forces  now  consist  of  negroes,  mulattoes,  Chi- 
^^».  deserters  from  the  battalions  which  were  formed  provisionally  in  Santo 
Domingo  during  our  brief  rule  there,  and  a  few  independent  bodies  which  were 
formefi  in  Spain  during  the  most  disorderly  period  or  the  revolution,  and  which 
vete  largely  composed  of  the  most  turbulent  olemeuts  of  the  country,  and  it  may  be 
(onDdeDtly  asserted  that  there  are  to-day  not  more  than  eight  hundred  white  natives 
of  Caba  with  arms  in  their  hands  in  the  insurgent  ranks. 

The  consequence  of  this  radical  change  in  the  elements  of  the  insurreotion  is  that 
what  could  oe  considered  in  the  beginning  as  a  struggle  for  independence  has  now 
ittQmed  a  character  of  ferocity  and  become  a  war  of  races  and  of  devastation,  which 
H  vu  not  before.  Wherever  a  band  of  insurgents  make  their  appearance,  they  steal 
K^  plunder  everything  that  they  can  lay  their  hands  on  and  set  tire  to  the  crops  and 
buildings.  The  acts  of  this  kind  which  have  been  committed  there  are  all  their  work ; 
Aot  a  single  instance  can  be  pointed  to  in  which  such  a  deed  has  been  committed  by 
OQT  troops.  The  reason  is  that  the  insurgents  carry  on  a  savage  warfare,  without 
titlmg  any  affection  for  the  soil  on  which  they  tread,  while  our  troops  defend  it  as  a 
P^itteesion  of  tlie  mother  oonntry.  It  is  easy  to  estimate  what  would  be  the  conse- 
qneooes,  not  only  for  Spain  but  for  the  world  at  large,  of  the  triumph  (which  is  fortn- 
Bately  quite  impossible)  of  such  an  insurrection.  If  such  a  triumph  were  once  gained 
through  the  efforts  of  the  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  adventurers,  the  power  would  be 
^  their  hands;  they  would  establish  such  a  government  as  their  capacity  would 
Pcnnit,  and,  £ar  from  being  the  commencement  of  an  era  of  peace  for  the  island  and 
^  tecority  for  the  interests  of  Europe  and  America,  it  would  be  the  utter  ruin  of 
Utem  all  and  the  end  of  all  civilization. 

It  would  be  a  very  great  error  to  suppose  that  the  Cuban  emigrants  in  the  United 
^tates,  who  only  send  good  wishes  and  advice  to  the  insurgents,  taking  good  care  to 
*^  out  of  harm's  way  themselves,  would  be  able  to  constitute  a  government. 
Th<M6  among  them  who  were  brave  enough  to  face  death  on  the  battlefield  have 
^ost  all  either  fidlen  or  surrendered;  and  in  every  civil  contest  the  party  which 
triomphs  throngh  its  own  efforts,  and  by  shedding  its  own  blood,  has  a  right  to  the 
^•f  aatliority,  takes  possession  of  it,  and  does  not  give  it  up  to  or  divide  it  with 
^OM  who  hare  done  nothing.  It  is  evidently  therefore  to  the  interests  of  all 
corope  and  America^  and  even  of  the  white  race  in  Cuba,  not  to  encourage,  either 
^cily  or  indirectly^  as  they  might  sometimes  do,  against  their  own  will,  Uie  insur- 
i«ction  in  Cuba;  it  is  to  their  mterest  that  the  ii^urrection  should  result  in  the 
^unph  of  Spain,  which  will  be  at  once  the  triumph  of  law  and  civilization,  and 
we  only  one  that  can  offer  solid  guarantees  to  all  interests  and  preserve  the  regular 
ffclations  which  should  be  maintained  b^  civilized  nations  with  all  countries.  Any 
^ther  aolntion  wonld  be  not  only  ineffective^  but  contrary  to  the  true  and  well-under- 
"^  intetesti  of  humanity  and  civilization.  Even  if  the  Government  of  Spain 
^ald,  with  a  proper  regard  for  its  own  dignity,  enter  into  any  other  kind  of  arrange- 
Qent,  it  wonld  have  no  one  to  treat  with,  for  no  one  could  expect  it  to  do  so  witii 
"^  hslf^avage  negroes  and  mulattoes,  or  with  the  Chinese,  Dominicans,  deserters, 
IJjdadventaren,  vrho  are  the  only  ones  who  hold  the  real  power  of  the  insurrection. 
Uto  triumph  of  Spain  wonld  soon  be  followed  by  the  Judicious  but  total  aboUtion 
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of  slavery,  which  still  exists  in  Cuba  in  spite  of  the  sinoere  wishes  of  His  Mi^esty's 
Goyemmeut;  it  would  insare  the  administrative  reforms  which  have  been  offered  to 
the  Island;  it  woald  open  the  door  to  the  representation  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
Congress  of  Deputies;  and  finally,  it  would  speedily  bring  to  pass  what  will  in  Tain 
be  sought  by  other  means. 

Guaranties  of  the  sincerity  of  these  assertions,  and  of  the  firmness  and  resolntion 
with  which  Spain  would  make  them  good,  are  to  be  found  not  only  in  the  meaaures 
which  have  already  been  carried  out  in  Puerto  Bioo,  but  also  in  those  whiob,  notwith- 
standing  the  insurrection,  have  been  adopted  for  Cuba,  by  virtue  of  which  more 
than  one-third  of  those  persons  who  were  held  as  slaves  have  obtained  their  free- 
dom. In  Puerto  Bico,  which  has  remained  faithful  to  the  mother  country,  and 
where  perfect  order  has  prevailed,  slavery  ceased  to  exisfc  several  years  ago.  Thoee 
who  were  slaves  are  now  freemen,  and  as  such  they  make  oontraots  with  their  former 
masters,  and  the  most  perfect  harmony  prevails  between  the  two  classes.  That 
island  will  send  its  fireely-elected  senators  and  deputies  to  the  next  Cortes  to  repre- 
sent it  and  to  defend  the  rights  and  interests  of  that  important  province,  which  now 
differs  in  no  respect  from  the  other  provinces  of  Spain.  All  this  would  have  been 
accomplished  in  Cuba  had  it  not  been  for  this  ui^ustifiable  insurrection,  whioh  is  a 
disgrace  to  civilization,  and  all  will  be  established  there  when  peace  shall  have  been 
reestablished.  The  Government  of  His  Majesty  has  made  every  effort  to  bring  about 
this  result,  and  there  is  no  sacrifice  that  it  has  not  made  and  is  not  willing  to  make 
in  order  to  secure  it. 

In  the  midst  of  a  formidable  civil  war,  in  which  liberty  and  the  conquests  of  mod- 
ern civilization  are  hazarded,  it  has  sent  since  the  accession  of  His  Majesty  to  the 
throne — ^that  is  to  say,  in  one  yeai^— 28,445  soldiers  of  all  kinds,  who  would  have  been 
very  serviceable  to  it  could  they  have  been  used  against  the  Carlist  forces.  When 
General  Jovellar  was  asked  for  by  public  opinion  as  governor-seoeral  of  the  g^reat 
Antilla,  on  account  of  the  excellent  record  which  he  had  left  there  before.  His  Mi^- 
esty's  Government  did  not  hesitate  to  let  him  go,  although  it  had  for  some  time  been 
intending  to  give  him  another  important  command  in  the  peninsula;  and  if^  aa  there 
is  every  reason  to  expect,  the  civiJ  war  is  soon  brought  to  an  end  in  Spain,  a  new 
army  will  at  once  be  sent  to  Cuba,  which  will  speedily  give  the  deathMow  to  the 
already  expiring  insurrection.  Even  without  this  His  M^jesty^s  Government  has 
sufficient  iorces  in  the  island  to  secure  this  result,  although  of  course  not  so  speed- 
ily. We  have  the  following  land  and  naval  forces  there,  and  I  do  not  fear  that  the 
correctness  of  this  list  will  be  disputed: 

Forty -five  vessels  of  all  classes,  with  a  nominal  force  of  4,770  horses,  135  cannon,  and 
2,426  seamen;  55  battalions,  6  regiments  of  cavalry,  2  of  artillery,  1  of  light  field 
troops.  1  company  of  naval  mechanics,  3  regiments  of  civil  guardsmen,  1  sanfiary  bri^ 
gade,  1  battalion  of  engineers,  33  companies  of  skirmishers,  2  squadrons  of  dragoons, 
and  1  transport  brigade,  making  altogether  a  total  of  273  chiefs,  8,064  officers,  68,1  IS 
soldiers,  8,478  horses,  462  mules,  and  42  pieces.  Since  the  foregoing  ennmeratioi) 
was  made,  moreover,  10,370  men  have  embarked  for  the  island. 

There  are  also  the  volunteer  bodies,  consisting  of  natives  of  the  Peninsnla  ancl 
Cubans,  amounting  to  upward  of  fifty  thousand  men.  These  last  figures  are  oflftcia] 
and  irrecusable,  and  show  what  is  the  true  spirit  of  the  island  and  ite  adhesion  to  th^ 
mother  country ;  for  while  the  Cubans  who  are  fighting  for  the  insurrection  aro  lest 
than  one  thousand  in  number,  those  who  have  voluntarily  taken  up  arms  against  i1 
number  more  than  forty  thousand.  There  is  one  fact  which  may  seem  inoomprehon^ 
sible  to  those  who  have  not  carefully  considered  the  matter  and  who  are  not  familial 
with  the  nature  of  the  war  in  Cuba  and  the  topographical  characteristics  of  th^ 
territory  in  which  it  is  carried  on.  I  refer  to  the  duration  of  the  contest  in  spite  ui 
the  disparity  existing  between  the  forces  of  the  contending  parties;  and  yet  thii 
fact  is  susceptible  of  an  easy  explanation,  and  numerous  anafogons  inatanoes  in  tb^ 
history  of  nations  may  be  adduced.  For  the  very  reason  that  the  Cuban  rebela  i^re^ 
for  the  most  part^  negroes  and  mulattoes,  they  do  not  experience  the  ordinary  neooe 
sities  of  civilization.  They  are  able  to  live  in  the  jungles  and  deserts  of  the  ialaml 
and  thence  fall  upon  estates  and  other  property  like  birds  of  preyi  pillaging^  mni 
applying  the  torch  of  the  incendiary.  They  live  on  the  fruits  of  the  oonniry,  and 
as  the  pTaintain  and  others  which  grow  spontaneously  in  that  fertile  soiL  Bait,  an^ 
hogs  and  other  animals  are  so  numerous  that  they  are  everywhere  met  with,  anj 
serve  as  food. 

A  single  fact  will  suffice  to  convince  anyone  of  the  strength  of  this  element  aa  ai 
aid  to  the  insurrection.  The  Baracoa  district,  having  an  extent  of  90  miles,  had  \»u 
42  inhabitants,  while  there  was  about  the  same  number  in  Las  Tunas  and  the  terri 
tory  which  separates  the  Mayan  district  from  Guant^amo.  The  average  number  o 
inhabitants  to  the  square  geographical  league  throughout  the  island  la  S60.  It  £ 
not,  therefore,  to  be  be  wonderad  at  that  the  insurgents  should  be  able  to  aust^ 
themselves  as  nomadic  tribes  in  a  country  of  such  a  character— uncultivated,  i^»non 
a  wilderness,  extremely  broken  and  mountainous,  and  oovered  with  immense  forest 
which  can  not  even  be  set  on  fire  by  reason  of  their  constant  and  extraordinary 
humidity.    Thus  it  is  that  they  have  never  been  able  to  eatabliBh  even  the  ahado^ 
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«f  Aj^emment.  If  the  iosurgents  were  reffalar  troops  and  carried  on  a  oiyilized 
wadtfa.  the  contest  would  long  since  have  oeen  ended  by  two  or  tiiree  battles. 
The  matter,  however,  becomes  one  of  much  greater  difficulty  when  they  avoid  all 
fighting  save  from  an  ambuscade,  and  run  and  hide  when  they  see  our  troops,  in  order 
to  meet  again  in  their  lurking  places  when  the  danger  is  past. 

It  ia  thus  seen  why  it  has  never  been  possible  to  entirely  destroy  the  so-called 
palenqaes,  or  bands  of  fugitive  negroes,  who  have  fled  from  the  estates,  and  who 
eeA  nfage  in  the  aforesaid  Baracoa  district.  Even  when  the  island  was  in  a  state 
of  profound  peace,  neither  the  battues  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  nor  the  pur- 
suit of  our  troops  could  accomplish  this. 

Instances  of  tne  long  duration  of  wars  of  this  kind  are  neither  new  nor  rare.  To 
causes  similar  to  those  mentioned  was  due  the  fact  that  the  United  States,  notwith- 
fttsndlng  their  immense  resources  and  the  enormous  disparity  which  existed  between 
the  forces  of  the  eombatants,  required  more  than  double  the  time  that  the  insurrec- 
tion has  lasted  in  Cuba  to  sunpress  the  one  in  Florida.  France  too,  with  all  her 
power,  was  many  years  in  suoduing  the  rebel  tribes  of  Algeria;  and  scarcely  is 
there  a  nation  in  tne  world  that  does  not  furnish  similar  instances.  The  effects  of 
the  insuzrection,  although  deplorable,  as  the  effects  of  an  insurrection  always  are, 
have  not  sensibly  diminished  the  wealth  of  the  island;  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  insurgents  have  not  been  able  to  burn  the  many  and  rich  estates  of  the  western 
department,  which  is  the  most  wealthy  of  all,  both  in  point  of  population  and  pro- 
duction, as  may  be  readily  seen  by  glancing  at  the  map  of  Cuba  which  accompanies 
this  memorandum,  and  as  is  proved  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  following  official  and 
ifreeusable  data: 

In  tbe  western  department  there  were  and  still  are — ^for,  far  from  diminishing, 
their  number  has  increased  during  the  war— 1,070  sugar  estates,  while  in  the  central 
department  there  were  but  102,  and  in  the  eastern  200.  The  quantity  of  sugar  pro- 
duced in  the  first-named  department  amounted  to  500,000,000  kilograms,  which  quan- 
tity has  also  been  increased,  while  that  of  the  second  only  amounted  to  17,000,000, 
and  that  of  the  third  to  35,250,000  kilograms.  The  quantity  of  tobacco  produced  in 
the  wcatem  department  is  44,000  quintals,  in  the  central  department  only  5,500, 
and  in  the  eastern  252,000.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  the  territory  comprised 
between  Pinar  del  Bio  and  Guanajay,  in  the  first  of  those  departments,  the  exquisite 
tobacco  known  as  that  of  La  Yuclta  de  Abajo  is  exclusively  produced.  The  price  of 
this  tobacco  is  constantly  increasing,  and  is  much  higher  than  that  produced  in  the 
eastern  department,  which  is  a  second-class  article.  The  quantity  of  coffee  pro- 
duced in  the  western  department  amounts  to  3,750,000  kilograms,  that  of  the  central 
department  to  3,750^  and  that  of  the  eastern  to  5,000,000.  Finally,  the  value  of  the 
cattle  of  all  kinds  in  the  western  department  is  2,0()0,000  pesetas,  or  $4,000,000;  in 
the  central  and  eastern  departments.  $1,000,000  each. 

It  is  therefore  seen  that  the  real  wealth  and  the  bulk  of  the  population  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba  are  in  the  western  department,  which  has  scarcely  suffered  at  all 
from  the  insurrection,  and  which,  for  the  most  part,  has  remained  perfectly  tranquil. 
But  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  majority  of  the  estates  in  the  eastern  department, 
situated  near  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  other  towns,  still  remain  unharmed,  because, 
having  been  protected  by  our  troops,  it  was  impossible  for  the  rebels  to  burn  them, 
and  the  exportation  of  their  products  still  goes  on  with  the  utmost  regularity, 
beoanse  the  railroad  by  which  they  are  sent  is  held  by  our  army,  as  is  likewise  the 
TkHwmy  which  connects  Puerto  Principe  with  the  port  of  Nue vitas. 

Far  these  reasons  and  because  the  insurgents  do  not  hold  a  single  port  in  the  whole 
island,  foreign  commerce,  instead  of  suffering  any  diminuation,  has  greatly  increased 
lunce  the  outbreak  of  the  insurrection,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  statistical  data, 
iJao  offloial.  This  fact  is  due  to  the  much  greater  production  of  the  western  depart- 
ment and  to  the  increase  in  the  value  of  its  products.  The  amount  of  the  receipts 
from  eostoms  in  Cuba  daring  the  years  stated  is  here  given  as  follows : 


Tears. 

Import  duties. 

Export  duties. 

Other  duties. 

Total 
receipts. 

isn....*.....*. 

Heals. 
240, 881, 160 
225. 185. 180 

im..^. 

UUH  .. 

165. 426. 850 

IMB.....«». - 

146, 697. 190 

IMS.... ...•.«... 

196. 776. 400 

uno.*..— •• • 

264,066,090 

Iffl 

338,176,260 

UH      -            -.-  .^..^^^.^Aa^aaAM^BaBaAtfAa**..* 

877. 380. 140 

tfflL  ^••a«*«a*«««««r«-'ri^--r-nT--r^«-*r 

205, 835, 210 

200,792,830 

78,502,160 

83, 467, 600 
76, 930, 660 
70,220,490 

179, 082, 700 

166,825.220 

68, 24J,  860 

468, 375, 570 

im. 

Uli 

443,548,710 
906,964,610 

gftf.— Til*  noeipts  for  1876  tre  only  for  the  flnt  six  months. 
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Thete  firares  famish  the  hest  oTidenoe  that  the  general  commerce  of  the  world 
with  the  Island  of  Cuba  has  in  no  wise  suffered,  but  that  it  has,  on  the  contrary, 
increased  since  the  insurrection  began  and  during  its  prevalence.  The  greatest 
increase  is  observed  in  the  trade  of  the  island  with  the  United  States,  with  which 
country  its  commercial  transactions  are  much  more  extensive  than  with  any  other. 
According  to  newspapers  published  in  the  United  States,  which  keep  aloof  from 
politics  and  busy  themselves  exclusively  with  watching  the  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  industry  and  commerce  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  the  commerce  between  the 
two  countries  has  increased  by  more  than  one-third  since  the  outbreak  of  the  Cabaii 
insurrection.    Such  testimony  can  be  regarded  with  suspicion  by  no  one. 

It  is  true  that  while  commerce  in  general  has  not  suffered,  some  foreigners  residing 
in  Cuba  have  sustained  serious  losses.  His  Majesty's  Government,  however,  which 
deeply  laments  this,  has  always  done  justice  to  all  claims  that  have  been  presented 
to  it,  amply  indemnifying  the  losers  for  the  injuries  suffered  by  them;  and  this  is 
acknowledged  by  all  foreign  Governments  in  their  high  impartiality.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  with  equal  good  faith,  admits  that  the  taxes  which  it  has  been  nec- 
essary to  impose  in  consequence  of  the  insurrection  are  burdensome.  Even  in  this 
respect,  however,  the  Government  of  His  Mno^ty  will  not  only  scrupulously  observe 
its  treaties  with  other  nations,  but  it  is  conscientiously  seeking  the  best  means  of 
lightening  these  burdens.  In  consequence  of  the  insurrection,  moreover^  the  prop- 
erty  of  various  foreigners,  real  estate  owners,  and  manufacturers  in  the  island  was 
embargoed,  but  these  measures,  which  have  never  been  approved  by  the  present 
Government,  will  be  immediately  annulled,  and  all  the  embargoes  which  have  been 
ordered  as  a  war  measure  will  be  raised.  To  this  effect  the  most  positive  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  to  General  Jovullar,  the  new  Governor-G^eneral,  which  he  will 
carry  out  with  the  good  faith  and  energy  which  are  characteristio  of  him  in  the 
cases  of  those  who  are  really  citizens  of  foreign  countries. 

With  this  statement  of  facte,  your  exceUency  will  be  able,  in  view  of  your  expe- 
rience and  well-laiown  talent,  to  enlighten  the  opinion  of  the  country  to  whose  Gov- 
ernment yon  are  accredited  on  the  interesting  subject  which  I  have  been  discussing, 
and  successfully  to  refute  the  misstatements  which  the  filibusters  have  sought  to 
circulate  everywhere.  Although  this  memorandum  is  designed  only  for  your  own 
information  and  guidance,  you  may  read  it  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the 
United  States,  and  give  him  a  copy  of  it,  confidentially,  if  he  desires  it. 

God  guard,  etc. 

FbRNDO.  CaLDBSON  T  COLLAHTSa. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr,  Fish. 

[Telegrsm.] 

Madbib,  February  21^  1876. 
Fish,  Beeretarpy  Washington: 

My  last  telegram  seems  not  to  have  been  understood.  I  repeat,  in 
different  words. 

I  see  prospect  of  possibility  of  mediatory  arrangements  if  yon  can 
answer  for  the  desperate  men  of  the  Ouban  Junta,  enemies  of  Spain, 
bnt  worse  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

I  need  instructions  as  to  reasonable  bases  of  such  possible  arrange- 
ment.   See  private  letter  of  this  date. 

Gushing,  Minister. 

Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish* 

No.  849.]  Legation  of  the  IJnitbo  States, 

Madrid  J  February  21^  1876. 

Sib  :  It  surprised  me  exceedingly  to  learn  by  your  No.  288  that  the 
idea  had  been  conceived  in  London  and  transmitted  thence  to  Wash- 
ington of  any  delay  on  my  part  of  action  on  your  No.  266. 

What  occurred  in  this  re8i)ect  of  erroneoudy  supposed  delay  will  be 
apparent  on  comparing  my  two  dispatches,  Nos.  692  and  703,  in  the 
light  of  the  following  explanations: 

On  the  day  of  receiving  your  telegraphic  instructions  of  November 
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27— that  iflf  Koyember  28— Mr.  Galderon  y  Gollantes  and  myself  met 
at  dinner  at  the  palace. 

I  availed  myself  of  that  opportunity  to  request  an  interview  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity,  which  was  fixed  by  Mr.  Galderon  y  Gol- 
lantes for  the  30th,  when  copy  of  your  note  was  delivered  to  Mm. 

It  was  impossible  for  us  to  discuss  your  note  then,  because  he  is  not 
safficiently  acquainted  with  English  to  have  read  it  intelligently;  nor, 
if  he  had  been,  was  it  desirable  that  he  should  have  spoken  on  the  hasty 
impressions  of  the  moment. 

My  apprehension  was  lest  some  such  hasty  and  ill-considered  appre- 
ciation of  your  note  should  elicit  expressions  fatal  to  the  continuance 
of  peaceful  relations.  On  reading  or  hearing  read  that  note  a  minis- 
ter might,  if  forced  to  pronounce  on  the  moment,  repel  intervention; 
none  certainly  would  invite  or  accept  it,  without  consulting  his  col- 
leagues and  the  King. 

I  therefore  requested  him  to  receive  me  again  so  soon  as  he  should 
be  able  to  have  the  note  translated  and  to  read  and  reflect  upon  it,  and 
Dot  to  come  to  any  conclusion  on  the  subject  until  after  such  second 
interview,  which  was  fixed  for  the  4th  of  December. 

I  regarded  this  arrangement  as  the  best  possible  for  us,  nay,  as  the 
only  one  involving  any  probability  of  advantage. 

Now,  that  necessary  pause  of  three  days  is  the  delay  of  which  Lord 
Derby  speaks. 

I  think  the  use,  or  abuse,  rather,  made  of  it  in  London  is  very  sug- 
gestive and  significant. 

Lord  Derby,  as  reported  by  General  Schenck,  began  by  suggesting 
postponement  of  definite  action  in  express  words.  He  then  proceeds 
to  repel,  in  various  forms  of  expression,  the  idea  of  any  pressure — that 
is,  intervention.    He  concluded  with  vague  expression  of  "  good  offices.'' 

Has  he  ever  communicated  to  you  the  definite  purpose,  communica- 
tion— and  even  conception — of  which  he  expressly  postponed? 

I  do  not  know.  I  presume  not;  or  that  if  he  has,  it  is  not  of  a  nature 
to  serve  us  here,  for  if  it  were,  you  would  have  instructed  me  on  the 
subject. 

I  do  know  that  he  has  instructed  Mr.  Layard  that  it  would  be  unsea- 
sonable and  premature  to  think  even  of  mediation  until  after  Spain 
shall  have  made  further  efforts  unsuccessfully  to  suppress  by  her  own 
force  the  insurrection  in  Guba, 

I  have  great  esteem  and  respect  for  Mr.  Layard.  We  work  together 
very  well  on  specific  questions  of  common  concernment,  such  as  Burriel 
and  the  procedure  question.  £ut  he  has  his  own  official  cares,  which 
are  sufficiently  grave;  more  private  claims  than  we,  and  two  trouble- 
some treaty  questioms,  while  we  have  but  one.  It  is  quite  natural  and 
proper  that  he  should  look  primarily  to  the  interests  of  his  own  Gov- 
ernment. 

Tou  suggest  further,  in  your  Ko.  288,  that  the  interview  of  the  4th 
of  December  <<  appears  to  have  been  confined  to  our  particular  griefs, 
and  no  allusion  being  made  to  the  general  question  of  the  condition  of 
Cuba  aa  distinguished  therefrom." 

I  do  not  so  understand  it.  On  recurring  to  the  full  report  of  that 
interview,  in  my  No.  703,  you  will  perceive  that  every  word  uttered  by 
me  was  on  that  ^^ general  question''  and  the  consequent  complicaLion. 
I  said  nothing  of  our  "  private  griefs."  It  was  Mr.  Galderon  y  Gollantes 
who  introduced  and  dwelt  upon  that  point,  evidently  evading  the  gen- 
eral question. 

Waa  it  convenient  for  me  then  and  there  to  push  him  on  the  question 
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of  interventioiif  I  thought  not.  The  first  great  object  of  diplomat! 
tactics  had  been  attained — ^that  of  avoiding  rnptnre  and  preparing  tl] 
ground  for  the  continnance  of  negotiation. 

Kexty  as  to  intervention.  I  supposed,  erroneously  it  may  be,  that  n 
pressure  in  that  direction  was  to  be  undertaken  by  me  in  the  first  instauc 
until  it  should,  be  known  whether  we  were  to  be  supported  or  oppose 
by  the  powers.    Why  else  invoke  their  moral  support  f 

I  knew  on  the  4th  of  December  what  Lord  Derby  had  said,  and  t 
'my  mind  it  was  anything  but  encouraging;  and  the  result  has  justtfie 
that  impression. 

But  the  other  x>owers  had  not  then  sx>oken,  nor  have  they  to  this  da 
spoken  at  Madrid  in  any  sense  of  encouragement  to  us. 

For  instance,  the  Austrian  minister  is  instructed  against  us;  the  Grei 
man  minister,  from  which  quarter  something  might  have  been  expecte< 
declares  that  he  has  received  no  instructions  on  the  general  questio 
(he  is  careful  to  remind  me  of  this  when  we  converse  on  the  procedut 
question);  and  the  British  minister,  as  we  have  seen,  is  instructed  tha 
it  is  not  yet  time  to  mention  even  mediation  to  Spain. 

Of  course,  it  is  im])ossible  to  force  any  of  my  colleagues  to  speak  o 
the  general  subject;  and  they  are  all  reserved  and  reticent  regard  in 
it,  except  when  they  are  adverse. 

It  is  my  duty  to  tell  you  the  truth  in  this  respect,  and  the  trath  i 
that  no  foreign  minister  here  is  prepared  to  back  us  in  saying  to  Spain 
You  must  close  up  the  war  in  Cuba  immediately,  or  we  will  interveu 
to  force  a  conclusion  in  our  own  way. 

The  question  of  intercession  or  mediation  is  different.  Lord  Derb; 
despairs  on  that  point;  I  do  not. 

The  essential  premises  of  mediation  are  reciprocal  confidence  aiii 
good  wiU,  with  mutual  interests. 

The  interests  of  Spain  and  of  the  United  States  in  Ouba  are  identical 
At  present  we  derive  great  net  benefits  from  it;  she,  none.  The  iuinil 
nent  destruction  of  its  productiveness  would  be  alike  disastrous  to  he 
and  to  us. 

She  is  willing  enough  to  confide  in  us  if  we  will  let  her.  The  proc 
of  that  is  to  be  found  not  in  profession  (although  that  we  have),  1)q 
in  the  analysis  of  the  diplomatic  relations  of  Spain  with  other  poweri 
contained  in  previous  dispatches.  In  fine,  whatever  causes  of  grief  o 
jealousy  she  has  against  us,  she  has  greater  against  others.  Nevei^tb^ 
less,  she  is  now  anxious  and  suspicious  with  regard  to  the  United  States 
She  knows  that  thousands  of  bad  Spaniards  (called  Oubans),  having  i 
holy  horror  of  the  smell  of  gunpowder,  have  fled  to  "snug  harbor''  i\ 
Kew  York,  Key  West,  and  New  Orleans,  have  been  dedicating  then} 
selves  there  for  years,  by  distribution  of  bonds,  by  speeches,  uewspa])ers 
solicitations,  exaggerated  claims,  violations  of  law,  and  in  every  othe 
possible  way,  to  the  task  of  embroiling  the  two  Governments  in  war,  an< 
are  the  eflicient  authors  of  all  our  troubles  with  her,  directly  or  indi 
rectly,  including  the  tragedy  of  the  Virginius. 

I  dread  emigrant  rebels.  How  fatal  were  the  French  emigres  t^ 
Prussia  in  the  early  years  of  the  French  BevolutionI  How  fireqnentlj 
the  Jacobites  involved  France  in  fruitless  hostility  with  England  1  Ho^ 
the  refugee  Poles  lured  Napoleon  I  to  his  destruction  by  Russia,  auc 
refugee  Mexicans  Napoleon  III  to  the  commencement  of  hisdestructioi 
in  America !  I  do  not  yet  forget  the  picture  of  the  disastrous  intriguei 
of  the  rebel  emigrants  of  the  Greek  Bepublics,  more  prejudicial  to  tlieii 
friends  than  to  their  enemies,  as  drawn  by  the  masterly  hand  of  Thu 
oidydes,  or  of  those  of  the  Italian  Eepublics,  so  graphically  describes 
bv  (^uicxsiardini  and  Machiavclli. 
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God  forbid  that  these  dishonored  men,  who  prate  of  the  independence 
of  Onba,  without  manliness  or  courage  to  fight  for  it,  preferring  the 
safer  occupation  of  trading  in  bogus  bonds  and  calumniating  the  Presi- 
dent and  yourself,  should  succeed  in  making  our  country  the  instru- 
ment of  their  rancorous  hatred  of  their  own  country,  Spain. 

lu  this  oonnection,  be  it  remembered  that  the  President's  message 
lisserts  the  absolute  nonexistence  in  Cuba  at  the  present  time  of  the 
essential  elements  of  an  independent  state,  and  thus  proclaims  this 
fact  to  the  world. 

Tben,  Spain  is  told  every  day,  by  leading  newspapers  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  objects  of  our  naval  preparations  is  to  force  the  hand  of 
Congress  and  of  the  people  by  producing  some  casus  belli  for  electoral 
purposes;  and  although  nobody  really  believes  what  newspapers  say, 
yet  they  have  their  effect  in  the  propagation  of  mischievous  irritations 
and  dangerous  suspicions,  as  so  well  exposed  in  the  late  remarkable 
speech  of  Prince  Bismarck  in  the  German  Beichsrath. 

I  meet  all  these  things  as  well  as  I  may  by  pointing  to  the  kindly 
assurances  contained  in  your  note  of  November  5,  in  the  President's 
message,  and  in  sundry  special  dispatches,  such  as  your  Ko.  281,  not- 
withstanding their  being  dispatches  of  complaint  against  acts  or  omis- 
sions of  the  Spanish  Government. 

But  the  obstacles  which  thus  far  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  get 
over  are  in  the  insolent  assumption  of  the  knots  of  Spanish  traitors  in 
New  York  and  Paris,  who  presume  not  only  to  dictate  to  Spain,  but 
also  to  the  United  States,  and  in  the  impracticable  character  of  the 
Dominican  chiefs  of  the  insurgents  in  Cuba. 

If  you  can  answer  for  them,,  there  is  hope  for  peacef^  and  harmonious 
action  between  the  two  nations,  to  the  end  of  peace,  emancipation,  and 
?ood  government  in  Cuba,  by  the  mediation  of  the  United  States,  with 
or  without  the  aid  of  Great  Britain  or  Germany. 

As  for  these  European  powers,  suffer  me  to  say,  <'  Timeo  Danaos  et 
dona  fereutes." 

I  have,  etc.,  O.  OusHiNa. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  856.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madridj  February  28^  1876. 

Sm:  My  No.  863,  as  being  written  for  the  special  purpose  of  replying 
to  the  inquiry  propounded  in  your  No.  301  on  the  subject  of  the  course 
followed  here  by  Germany  in  the  matter  of  our  relations  to  Ouba, 
touched  but  incidentally  on  that  of  Eussia. 

On  reflection,  it  seems  to  me  convenient  to  be  more  explicit  on  this 
point. 

The  Bnssian  minister  here,  Mr.  Koudriaffsky,  is  in  very  infirm  health 
and  goes  but  little  into  society.  I  rarely  have  opportunity  of  meeting 
him  excei)t  in  special  calls,  given  or  received.  On  such  occasions  we 
talk  together  very  cordially  and  freely.  His  intelligence  and  other 
qa^ities  entitle  him  to  much  consideration.  His  relations  to  men  and 
tilings  you  may  infer  from  the  fact  that,  for  so  many  years,  Eussia  has 
kept  aloof  from  Spain,  even  under  Queen  Isabel,  that  she  paid  a  pen- 
sion to  Don  Oarlos,  and  that  she  only  changed  her  line  of  policy  in 
these  respects  on  the  accession  of  Don  Alfonso. 

Your  dispatch  No.  298  of  the  19th  of  January,  communicating  the 
tenor  of  the  interview  between  Mr.  Boker  and  Prince  Gortchakoff| 
aiTived  here  on  the  9th  instant. 
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The  first  time  of  my  meeting  the  Bassian  minister  thereafter  was  a.1 
the  ministry  of  state,  when  he  was  saffering  so  mach  that,  so  far  frorr 
attempting  to  speak  to  him  on  business,  I  could  but  voluntarily  yielil 
to  him  my  turn,  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  as  soon  as  possible  tc 
return  to  his  own  house,  suggesting  my  intention  to  call  on  him  at  ai] 
early  day  when  he  should  be  in  condition  for  conversation. 

Subsequently  he  left  his  card  with  intimation  that  he  should  be  glsu] 
to  see  me,  and  I  called  accordingly. 

I  found  him  very  feeble,  dozing  in  his  armchair  by  the  fire. 

After  a  little  miscellaneous  conversation,  I  introduced  the  subject  ol 
our  difficulties  with  Spain. 

He  said  that  he  had  supposed  that  the  Spanish  Government  had  sat- 
isfied all  our  claims,  but  that  it  seemed  we  had  since  presented  some 
new  ones. 

I  replied  that  we  had  not  presented  any  claims,  old  or  new,  othei 
than  such  as  were  comprehended  in  principle  in  previous  general  recla 
mations;  but  that  a  much  more  serious  question  remained  pending, 
that  of  the  unsnppressed  insurrection  in  Cuba,  which  imposed  on  u£ 
embarrassments  of  the  same  nature  as  those  which  Bussia  and  Austria 
suffered  from  the  troubles  in  Turkey;  and  that  I  had  hoped  his  Gov- 
ernment would  deem  it  advisable  to  make  such  representations  to  the 
Spanish  Oovernment  as  might  hasten  the  peaceful  settlement  whicb 
the  United  States  had  in  view  (purposely  employing,  as  near  as  possible, 
the  introductory  language  of  Mr.  Boker  in  his  .nterview  with  Priuce 
Gortchakoff). 

Mr.  Koudriaffsky  replied  that  he  had  not  received  instructions  to 
that  effect;  that  he  had  information  of  the  interview  of  Mr.  Boker  with 
Prince  Gortchakoff,  and  understood  it  had  for  its  subject  the  reclama- 
tions of  the  United  States,  and  no  more;  that  he  had  heard  of  year 
note  of  l^ovember  5,  but  had  never  seen  it,  nor,  so  far  as  he  knew,  had 
his  Government. 

I  then  explained  to  him  that  the  note  consisted  of  two  parts,  one  ena- 
merating  our  unsatisfied  reclamations,  and  the  other  setting  forth  the 
exigency  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  the  existing  hostilities  in  Onba,  so 
prejudicial  alike  to  Cuba,  to  Spain,  and  to  the  United  States. 

He  repeated  that,  having  no  instxnctions  on  the  subject,  he  therefore 
had  not  taken  any  interest  in  it.  I 

I  could  not  with  propriety  urge  the  matter  any  further,  and  proceeded' 
to  converse  with  him  on  other  topics  of  secondary  political  interest 
especially  to  answer  particular  inquiries  of  his  concerning  Alaska  ana 
its  metallic  productions,  and  concerning  the  condition  of  our  Indians.    1 

Let  me  now  revert  to  the  remarks  of  Prince  Gortchakoff  to  Mr.  Boker^ 
and  collate  them  with  what  was  said  to  me  by  Mr.  Koudriaffsky.  j 

It  is  true,  as  Prince  Gortchakoff  says,  that  there  is  littJe  relation  ol 
interests  or  intercourse  of  any  kind  between  Bussia  and  Spain,  excep^ 
of  a  dynastic  or  nobiliary  character. 

It  is  not  true,  as  he  says,  that  tiie  past  alienation  of  Bussia  from  Spain 
deprives  the  former  of  present  influence  at  Madrid,  as  you  may  judgv 
from  the  efforts  of  the  Spanish  Gt>vemment  to  conciliate  that  of  BossiaJ 
of  which  you  have  been  informed  by  me  firom  time  to  time. 

He  does  not  encourage  the  United  States  to  proceed  to  <<  serious  meaa^ 
ures"  in  the  present  condition  of  Spain,  but  the  contrary. 

He  spontaneously  offered  good  oilices  and  friendly  advice,  <Mf  thil 
course  should  be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Emperor;^  noi 
a  very  satisfactory  reservation.  1 

He  is  profuse  in  the  utterance  of  courtier  expressionSy  and  in  profei 
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Bions  of  sympathy  witli  the  United  States;  all  which  results  in  Lis 
advising  Mr.  Kondriaffsky  that  we  are  but  pushing  private  claims 
here,  with  which  Enssia  has  no  concernment. 

There,  in  my  opinion,  crops  out  a  reminiscence  of  the  Perkins  claim 
and  of  Mr.  Gatacazy. 

Permit  me,  before  leaving  this  unwelcome  subject,  to  submit  some 
relative  suggestions. 

All  the  flattering  and  sympathetic  utterances  of  Prince  Gortchakoff 
^nnd  hollow  to  my  ear.  Kussia  can  have  no  ties  of  S3nnpathy  with  us, 
political,  religious,  or  commercial.  She  had  very  close  ties  to  attach  her 
to  us  until  twenty-five  years  ago,  down  to  which  time  we  were  her  best 
customers,  and  almost  her  sole  channel  of  supply  for  the  commodities 
of  the  West  Indies,  but  our  prohibitory  duties  on  iron  and  hemp  have 
cut  ofif  that  connection,  so  profitable  to  both  of  us,  and  our  chief  com- 
mercial relation  now  is  one  of  repulsion,  that  of  rivals  in  the  production 
of  wheat  for  the  consumption  of  Europe. 

Moreover,  she  doubts  now,  since  the  extension  of  her  power  in  the 
Beas  of  Japan,  whether  she  did  wisely  in  ceding  to  us  the  mainland,  and 
esfiecially  the  islands,  of  Alaska. 

In  my  judgment,  therefore,  the  best  that  we  can  hope  fi*om  Eussia  in 
the  present  question  is  indiii'erence,  and  we  have  cause  to  fear,  in  the 
last  resort,  tendencies  of  rapprochement  to  Spain  rather  than  to  the 
United  States. 

I  observe  in  your  circular  to  Mr.  Boker  (as  well  as  to  others)  that  the 
idea  of  the  spontaneous  abandonment  by  Spain  of  the  contest  in  Guba 
16  presented  in  more  distinct  terms  than  it  is  in  the  note  of  November 
or  in  the  message. 

Now,  it  is  self-evident  that  Spain  will  not  spontaneously  abandon 
Cuba. 

The  other  alternatives  presented  are,  agreement  between  the  parties 
in  the  contest,  or  leaving  Spain  to  terminate  the  contest  by  force. 

I  can  not  judge  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Boker's  interview  with  Prince 
Gortchakoff  whether  these  three  alternative  suppositions  were  each  dis- 
tinctly represented  to  him  by  Mr.  Boker;  but  certainly  nothing  appears 
in  the  remarks  of  Prince  Gortchakoff  to  show  that,  if  Spain  refuses  to 
spontaneously  abandon  the  contest  (as  she  certainly  will),  and  if  she  is 
anable  (however  willing  she  may  be)  to  end  the  contest  by  any  agree- 
ment with  the  insurgents  or  their  professed  chiefs  in  New  York — and 
if  nothing  remains  for  her  but  to  continue  to  endeavor  to  exterminate 
the  contest  by  force,  and  if  the  United  States  intervene  to  defeat  her 
ondeavors  in  that  respect,  which  is  war — I  say,  nothing  appears  in  the 
report  to  show  that  Bussia  would  countenance  such  extreme  action  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States. 

One  thing  more.  All  the  great  jwwers  are  preoccupied  with  the 
question  of  Turkey.  France  looks  on  with  angry  consciousness  of  her 
incapacity  to  act  a  first  part  in  the  question,  and  while  dissatisfied  with 
the  substitution  of  the  influence  of  Great  Britain  in  Egypt  for  her  own, 
yet  feels  inclined,  nevertheless,  for  want  of  other  resources,  to  lean  on 
Great  Britain,  while  anxiously  deferring  to  Eussia.  Meanwhile  the 
three  Emperors  have  undertaken  the  task  of  nominal  intervention, 
reduced  almost  to  mere  intercession,  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Turkey, 
in  which  Great  Britain,  after  securing  control  of  the  Suez  Canal  with- 
out 80  much  as  saying  "by  your  leave''  to  the  other  powers,  acquiesces 
in  the  present  initiatory  step,  reserving  to  herself  perfect  freedom  of 
action  respecting  all  further  incidents  in  the  East. 

Now,  what  is  the  present  step,  in  which  alone  all  the  powers  are  of 
aoooidf 
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The  brief  bat  significant  response  of  the  Porte  is,  it  seems  to  me,  a 
remarkable  exhibition  of  statemanship.  It  says,  in  effect,  to  the  allies : 
.'<ToTi  advise  as,  in  the  interest  of  peace,  to  introdace  certain  speciiied 
reforms  of  administration  in  oar  discontented  provinces.  We  had  already 
determined  to  do  not  only  so  mach,  bat  even  mnch  more]  we  cheerfully 
take  yoor  advice  therefore,  but  we  do  so  in  the  express  onderstanding: 
that  yon,  Bassia;  that  yoa,  Austria,  are  to  cease  to  allow  yoar  sabjecta 
or  prot^g6s  to  aid  oar  rebels  in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina;  that  yoa  are 
to  ase  all  yoar  moral  authority  at  least  to  induce  those  rebels  to  lay  down 
their  arms  and  accept  the  measures  of  reform  graciously  granted  by  the 
Sultan.'^ 

Such  are  the  conditions  of  a  practical  Mendly  intervention  whicb 
are  now  present  to  everybody's  mind  in  Madrid,  to  wit,  an  agreement 
between  the  Porte  and  its  rebel  subjects  by  means  of  the  mediation  and 
moral  influence  of  the  allies  on  condition  of  certain  administrative 
reforms  conceded  by  the  Porte. 

The  sympathies,  the  sentimental  emotions,  the  reminiscences  of  fron- 
tier disturbances,  the  contingent  ambitions  of  Russia  and  Austria  with 
respect  to  the  rebel  subjects  of  the  Porte  are  far  stronger  than  ours 
on  the  side  of  Cuba.  And  yet  those  powers  recognize  the  duty  of  apply- 
ing pressure  in  the  sense  of  peace  equally  to  the  rebels  as  to  the  Porte. 

It  is  the  third  of  the  alternatives  suggested  in  your  circular  instruc- 
tion, namely,  agreement  between  the  parties  to  the  contest  in  Cuba.  In 
such  a  plan,  if  promoted  by  us,  the  great  powers  would  go  with  ns, 
while  if  we  undertake  to  force  Spain  to  abandon  Ouba,  which  is  hostili- 
ties at  least,  if  not  formal  war,  we  shall  have  all  the  powers  exerting 
their  moral  authority  (if  not  more)  in  behalf  of  Spain. 
I  have,  etc.y 

O.  OlTSHIKa. 


Jfr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Ctishing, 

No.  323.]  DEPAllTltfENT  OP  STATB, 

Washingtanj  March  1, 1876, 

Sib  :  I  have  laid  before  the  President  your  No.  777,  under  date  of  the 
16th  of  January,  and  he  received  with  sincere  gratification  the  expres- 
sions of  Mr.  Galderon  y  Collantes  of  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Don  Alfonso  in  the  sense  of  peace,  good  government,  and  liberty 
in  Ouba,  and  that  his  Oovemment  ixeely  admitted  the  political  expedi- 
ency and  necessity  of  abandoning  the  old  colonial  system  and  of  promptly 
consummating  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  that  island. 

The  President  feels  that  these  expressions  bring  the  two  Gtovemments 
in  accord  in  their  views  and  wishes  on  these  points. 

He  accepts,  also,  the  earnest  expression  of  consciousness  on  the  part  of 
Spain  that  the  United  States  and  Spain  are  by  commercial  ties  insepa- 
rably associated  in  the  question  of  the  tranquillity  and  prosperity  of 
Ouba. 

Nature  has  ])laced  that  island  in  our  immediate  neighborhood,  and 
has  established  the  foundations  of  the  relations  of  busineas,  oommeroe, 
and  material  interest,  which  Spain  thus  recognizes. 

Discovery  and  long  occupation  have  made  the  island  a  possession  of 
Spain,  and  the  United  States  has  no  desire  to  disturb  the  relations 
which  result  therefrom*  These  positions  being  reciprocally  recognized, 
there  should  be  no  cause  for  serious  disagreement,  or  for  any  ndstmst 
between  the  two  powers  with  regard  to  ttte  ftituie  of  tbe  iaJandy  or  in 
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reference  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  to  bring  about  a  return  of 
peace  and  prosperity. 

Part  of  the  territory  of  the  one  power,  it  is  the  seat  of  immense  trade 
for  the  other.  The  interests  of  both  in  its  welfare,  its  peace,  and  its 
good  government  are  equal  but  not  identical.  The  people  of  both  Gov- 
ernments resort  thither,  associate  together,  and,  with  the  natives  of  the 
inland,  invest  their  means,  and  are  alike  anxious  for  its  best  interests. 
It  behooves  the  two  Governments,  therefore,  each  in  the  direction  and 
in  the  proportion  of  its  respective  but  different  relations,  to  seek  its 
I)eace,  to  advance  its  welfare,  and  to  assist  toward  its  prosperity. 

Having  a  common  desire,  with  similar  interests  to  protect  and  equiva- 
lent advantages  to  gain  from  an  improvement  in  its  condition,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  been  ready  to  effectually  coop- 
erate with  or  aid  the  government  of  His  Majesty  in  securing  these 
reflolts,  and  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  President  in  that  direction  are 
still  ready  to  be  called  into  exercise. 

In  considering  the  means  to  this  end  he  desires  to  propose  none  but 
those  of  Mendly  suggestion  and,  if  it  be  practicable,  of  friendly  advice 
to  those  who  are  in  resistance  in  Ouba. 

He  finds  in  the  statement  reported  by  you  as  made  by  Mr.  Oalderon 
y  CoUantes  that  his  Government  freely  admits  the  political  expediency 
and  necessity  of  abandoning  the  old  colonial  system  of  administration 
in  Cuba,  an  agreement  with  the  opinion  expressed  in  a  recent  instruc- 
tion to  you  (1^0. 266,  under  date  of  6th  of  Kovember,  1875),  which  avoids 
any  necessity  of  reference  to  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  insurrec- 
tion of  Yara,  and  which  have  prevented  its  suppression. 

The  admission  that  the  old  colonial  system  is  inadequate  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  a  people  of  a  million  and  a  half,  in  the  present  age,  imposes 
upon  the  parent  Government  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  early  forma- 
tion of  another  system  to  take  the  place  of  that  which  has  outlived  its 
capacity  and  adaptation  to  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  those  for  whose 
happiness  and  welfare  government  alone  exists.  In  the  present  case 
the  President  is  of  opinion  that  it  belongs  to  the  enlightened  wisdom 
of  the  Government  of  Spain  without  delay  to  inaugurate  this  new  sys- 
tem, suited  to  the  more  advanced  opinions  of  modern  civilization  and 
more  consonant  with  the  prevailing  opinion  of  enlarged  powers  of  local 
self-government. 

Bat  Mr.  Oalderon  y  Gollantes,  as  you  inform  me,  was  pleased  to  invite 
a  frank  statement  concerning  the  precise  thing  which  the  United  States 
would  advise  or  wish  Spain  to  do,  adding  that  he  could  not  conceive 
that  anything  unjust  or  impracticable  would  be  proposed.  In  this  last 
expression  he  does  no  more  than  justice  to  the  desire  and  the  wishes  of 
the  United  States.  In  response  therefore  to  the  suggestion  of  the  dis- 
tin^ished  minister  of  state  and  in  full  accord  with  the  feelings  and 
^nkness  which  led  him  to  invite  expression  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, I  venture  to  submit  some  views  which  the  President  desires 
to  bring  to  bis  consideration. 

In  80  doing,  it  would  be  unjust  both  to  the  minister  of  state  and  to 
the  United  States  if  what  is  to  be  said  were  other  than  a  plain  and 
l^nk  statement  of  the  views  of  the  President.  At  the  same  time,  if 
in  the  reference  which  may  be  herein  made  to  any  relations  or  inci- 
<ient8  there  be  found  ought  to  excite  any  sensibilities,  he  desires  in 
advance  to  assure  His  Majesty's  Government  that  it  will  be  deeply 
f^gretted,  and  that  no  word  will  be  said  other  than  with  the  view  to  a 
Alii  consideration  of  the  real  and  actual  condition  of  the  question,  with 
which  he  believes  His  Migesty's  Government  as  well  as  himself  is 
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eDdeavoring  to  deal,  in  the  interests  of  botli  nations,  and  for  tlie  peace, 
prosperity,  and  developinent  of  the  wealth  and  industry  of  the  Island 
of  Cuba. 

In  the  first  pla<^,  the  President  desires  emphatically  to  disabase  the 
mind  of  the  Government  and  people  of  Spain  of  the  existence  of  any 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Goyernment  of  the  United  States  for  the 
acquisition  of  Caba  or  for  its  annexation,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the 
possessions  of  this  country.  Whatever  suspicions  of  such  desire  may 
heretofore  have  been  entertained  should  be  rejected  to  enable  Spain  to 
do  justice  to  the  motives,  policy,  and  feelings  of  the  United  States. 
Whatever  grounds  may  be  supposed  to  have  existed  in  the  past  evinc- 
ing such  desire,  there  are  at  this  time  no  considerations,  moral,  social, 
political,  or  financial,  which  are  regarded  by  the  President  as  making 
the  acquisition  of  Ouba  by  the  United  States  either  desirable  or  con- 
venient. 

The  President,  moreover,  desires  in  an  equally  emphatic  manner  to 
express  the  desire  of  the  United  States  to  maintain  a  firm,  solids  and 
enduring  peace  with  Spain,  and  to  remove  every  disturbing  question 
which  embarrasses  or  which  can  threaten  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries. 

With  these  premises,  I  proceed  to  respond  to  Mr.  Galderon  y  CoI> 
lantes's  request  for  a  frank  statement  of  what  the  United  States  would 
advise  or  wish  Spain  to  do  with  regard  to  Guba.  Yon  will,  in  the  name 
of  the  President,  state  that  his  earnest  wish  is: 

First.  The  mutual  and  reciprocal  observance  of  treaty  obligations, 
and  a  full,  friendly,  and  liberal  understanding  and  interpretation  of  all 
doubtful  treaty  provisions,  wherever  doubt  or  question  may  exist. 

Second.  Peace,  order,  and  good  government  in  Guba,  which  involves 
prompt  and  effective  measures  to  restore  peace,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  government  suited  to  the  spirit  and  necessities  of  the  age; 
liberal  in  its  provisions,  wherein  justice  can  be  meted  out  to  all  alike, 
according  to  defined  and  well-established  provisions. 

Third.  Gradual  but  effectual  emancipation  of  the  slaves. 

Fourth.  Improvement  of  commercial  facilities  and  the  removal  of  the 
obstructions  now  existing  in  the  way  of  trade  and  commerce. 

Gonceming  the  first  point  the  President  at  this  time  does  not  desire 
to  make  particular  reference  to  questions  which  alone  concern  indi- 
vidual grievances  of  the  United  States  or  its  citizens. 

These  have  already  been  placed  fully  before  the  minister  of  state,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  negotiations  now  in  progress  will  dispose  of  all  such 
questions  in  a  manner  satisfactory  and  beneficial  to  both  parties. 

He  therefore  contents  himself  with  the  expression  of  this  hope,  and 
is  of  opinion^  if  irreconcilable  constructions  be  found,  or  if  the  pro- 
visions of  existing  treaties  be  too  indefinite  or  not  sufficiently  compre- 
hensive, that  these  difficulties  may  hereafter  be  removed  by  a  new  and 
more  explicit  convention. 

Gonceruing  the  second  point,  providing  for  the  retnrn  of  peace,  the 
establishment  of  order  and  good  government  in  Guba,  the  President 
recognizes  that  the  successive  governments  which  havejexisted  in  Spain 
since  the  breaking  out  of  the  insurrection  and  the  different  miniBters 
who  have,  from  time  to  time,  directed  the  affairs  of  state  have  been 
nnanimous  in  their  expression  of  desire  to  restore  peace  and  create 
reforms  in  Guba. 

That  the  system  under  which  Guba  has  been  governed  has  become 
antiquated,  unsuited  to  her  condition,  calculated  to  excite  opposition 
and  hostility,  and  attended  by  acts  of  oppression  and  wrong  to  her 
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people  and  of  injury  to  all  having  relations  with  her  appears  to  be 
folly  admitted,  and  is  commented  upon  and  proclaimed  continually  both 
in  Spain  and  Cuba. 

Upon  many  occasions  when  these  matters  have  been  discussed,  the 
facts  have  been  frankly  admitted,  and  the  assurance  given  that  when 
the  rebellion  had  been  crushed  out  by  force,  then  wise  and  just  reforms 
would  be  introduced. 

But  it  has  been  found  up  to  the  present  time  impossible  to  conquer  a 
peace  by  force  of  arms,  and  every  suggestion  that  amnesty,  reform,  and 
the  certainty  of  good  government  might  be  elective  where  force  has 
failed  has  been  repelled. 

More  than  six  years  ago  such  was  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  it 
remains  the  same  to  day.  Assurances  were  then  given  that  reforms  and 
concessions  would  be  inaugurated  as  soon  as  the  insurrection  should  be 
subdued,  but  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  while  armed  opposition 
remained.  Since  then,  and  under  the  policy  of  making  that  last  which 
should  be  first,  of  making  that  the  resalt  which  should  be  the  means, 
the  insurrectionary  forces  have  year  by  year  prosecuted  their  operations 
over  more  extensive  regions,  and  their  torch  is  devastating  farther  and 
father. 

Experience  has  shown,  upon  this  continent  at  least,  the  difficulty,  if 
not  the  impossibility,  of  subduing  by  mere  force  any  serious  uprising  of 
a  people  against  a  distant  government  where  grave  causes  of  discon- 
tent and  injury  exist,  and  where  the  parent  government  persistently 
refuses  to  remove  the  causes  of  complaint  or  to  remedy  the  evils  until 
the  insurrection  shall  have  been  effectually  crushed. 

In  the  last  century  Great  Britain  refused  to  concede  to  her  colonies 
which  now  are  embraced  within  the  United  States  privileges  and  rights 
which,  if  then  conceded,  would  have  left  those  colonies  part  of  the  pos- 
session of  Great  Britain.    Separation  ensued. 

In  the  present  century  when  Canada  complained  of  wrongs  and  of 
the  maladministration  of  government,  Great  Britain,  with  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past,  wisely  made  concessions  and  introduced  reforms. 
Besistance  disappeared,  and  Canada  is  a  loyal,  happy,  and  quiet  depend- 
ence of  Great  Britain. 

The  earlier  part  of  the  present  century  presents  instances  of  colonies 
on  this  continent  dropping  off  from  the  parent  country  for  want  of 
timely  concession. 

Puerto  Bico  is  a  contented  possession  of  Spain,  having  received  con- 
cessions withheld  from  Cuba,  which  has  been  the  scene  of  war  for  seven 
years. 

The  President  believes  and  desires  most  earnestly,  in  the  way  of 
friendly  consultation  and  fraternal  advice,  to  impress  upon  His  Majesty 
and  fais  Government  that  in  order  to  allay  the  existing  strife  in  Cuba 
the  olive  branch  is  more  potent  than  the  sword. 

It  in  addition,  the  measures  adopted  to  repress  the  insurrection  are 
harsh  and  ill-directed,  each  new  eiibrt  gives  foundation  for  a  new  dis- 
satisfaction and  new  cause  for  rebellion. 

The  President  therefore  amicably,  sincerely,  and  earnestly  suggests 
the  immediate  adoption  of  measures  founded  on  a  declaration  of  com- 
plete and  entire  amnesty,  with  an  invitation  to  all  Cubans  to  return  at 
will^  and  to  all  those  in  arms  to  return  to  peaceful  occupation,  guaran- 
teeing to  all  immunity  in  person  and  property  for  acts  of  rebellion, 
BQch  declaration  to  be  accompanied  by  the  adoption  and  proclamation 
of  the  neoessary  measures  to  provide  a  just  and  liberal  government, 
with  large  powers  of  local  and  self  control,  under  proper  mmucipu 
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OTgaiiizationSy  saited  to  the  colonial  jiossessious  of  an  enlightened  difs- 
tant  power  at  the  present  day. 

He  places  these  requirements  together  and  dependent  each  upon  the 
other,  becanse  experience  has  demonstrated  that  no  other  coarse  can 
be  effective. 

The  President  is  of  opinion  that  the  administration  of  law  in  Spain 
has  been  demonstrated  to  be  prompt,  searching,  and  decisive  when  the 
Government  so  desires;  that  impositions  by  way  of  taxation  or  contri- 
bntion  to  the  snpport  of  the  Government  have  not  there  generally  been 
excessive  or  nneqnally  distributed;  that  justice  is  meted  out  to  indi- 
vidnals  with  impartiality  and  fairness;  that  positions  of  trast  and 
honor  are  held  by  men  worthy  of  distinction,  and  that  the  opportani- 
ties  for  education  and  cultivation  are  ample  to  all  who  desire  to  avail 
themselves  thereof. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  in  Ouba  no  such  advantages  or  imma- 
nities  have  been  provided  or  enjoyed,  and  that  abases  and  wrongs  which 
would  not  be  tolerated  in  the  i>eninsula  have  been  allowed  and  are  per- 
petuated in  this  island. 

The  administration  of  law  has  been  substantially  subordinate  to 
military  force;  offenses  against  the  Government,  whether  really  com- 
mitted or  only  suspected,  have  been  panished  at  the  will  of  military 
of&cers  or  nnder  the  forms  of  military  coarts,  and  the  island  has  been, 
in  fact,  governed,  even  in  times  of  x>eace,  by  martial  law. 

Exactions  by  way  of  taxes,  imposts,  and  contributions  have  been 
onerous  and  oppressive,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  as  to  make  it  often  qaes- 
tionable  whether  the  possession  of  property,  with  the  risks  attendant 
upon  its  caltivation,  would  not  result  in  loss.  These  exactions  have 
been  governed  by  no  fixed  rule,  are  enforced  by  an  arbitrary  power  in 
the  island,  and  large  proportions  fail  to  reach  the  public  treasary,  or  to 
contribute  in  any  manner  to  the  support  of  the  Government,  but  are 
diverted  to  private  purposes.  The  existence  of  such  a  svstem  actually 
tends  to  prolong  the  war,  and  to  make  those  who  profit  by  saoh  trans- 
actions  unwilling  to  change  the  condition  of  affairs. 

Pablic  positions  are  held  by  persons  sent  by  Spain  to  the  island,  who 
are  wanting  in  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Caba,  and  who  resort  thither 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  pecaniary  profit,  intending  to  return  to  Spain 
so  soon  as  their  avarice  is  satisfied. 

General  report  find  belief  speak  loudly  of  corruption,  and  a  larg^e 
nnmber  of  pablic  of&cers  are  charged  ^vith  securing  profit  from  their 
positions.  As  a  consequence,  the  whole  administration  of  the  island 
suffers  in  public  estimation  and  is  believed  to  bo  wanting  in  the  qaali- 
tdes  which  alone  can  satisfy  an  enlightened  public  opinion. 

Oppressive  commercial  regulations,  injurious  to  trade,  discriminating^ 
directly  against  Cuba,  enhance  the  price  of  commodities.  Fines 
imposed  upon  vessels  for  trivial  offenses  and  large  exactions  by  way  of 
consular  fees  for  clearances  of  vessels  destined  for  her  XK>rts  discourage 
trade  and  commerce  and  tend  to  place  the  island  at  a  serious  disad- 
vantage. 

All  these  evils  are  matters  of  pablic  notoriety,  discussion,  and  com* 
ment,  and  are  as  loudly  condemned  in  Spain  as  in  the  United  States. 

Spain  can  not  desire  to  continue  such  a  system,  or  to  permit  it  to 
exist,  and  at  the  same  time  she  stands  before  the  world  as  perpetuating 
the  system  and  as  responsible  directly  for  all  the  results  which  legiti- 
mately fiow  therefirom. 

The  absence  of  just  rights  and  protection  and  the  perpetuation  of 
these  wrongs  has  been  the  cause  of  the  discontent  in  Ouba;  the  further 
oor^' /^f  this  condition  of  things  will  protract  the  strife. 
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TTpon  the  third  i)oint  it  seems  necessary  only  to  point  to  recent  events 
in  thiB  country  and  in  Europe,  which  have  demonstrated  that  the  day 
has  passed  when  the  enlightened  sentiment  of  the  world  will  tolerate 
the  holding  of  a  race  of  human  beings  in  a  condition  of  slavery. 

It  is  true  that  private  rights,  organized  methods  of  labor,  which  can 
not  be  rudely  changed,  and  public  considerations  growing  out  of  the 
enfranchisement  of  a  large  body  of  slaves  may  make  it  necessary  that 
the  steps  to  this  end  should  be  carefuUy  adopted.  At  the  same  time, 
the  point  to  be  gained  is  the  fact  of  the  emancipation  attended  by  well- 
devised  measures  to  render  it  effectual. 

Upon  the  last  point,  concerning  the  improvement  of  commercial  facili- 
ties and  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  to  trade,  it  can  not  be  ques- 
tioned that,  with  peace  established  and  liberal  government  introduced 
in  Cuba,  the  existing  commercial  regulations  will  prove  entirely  inade- 
qnate,  whether  regarded  in  the  light  of  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants 
and  owners  of  property  in  Cuba  or  in  that  of  the  interests  of  commercial 
nations  trading  with  the  island. 

The  obstructions  which  hamper  and  burden  commerce  at  the  present 
day  with  Ouba,  to  a  large  extent  closing  the  trade  of  the  island  to  many 
of  the  productions  of  the  United  States  and  of  other  countries,  are  part 
and  parcel  of  a  system  which  should  be  removed  in  the  interest  and  for 
the  welfare  of  the  people  of  Cuba  and  for  the  promotion  of  free  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  that  productive  island  and  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

Establish  peace,  good  order,  and  good  government;  allow  full  oppor- 
tanity  for  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  island  and  the 
introduction  into  it  upon  terms  favorable  to  its  interests  of  the  pro- 
dactions  of  other  countries  and  Spain  will  certainly  convert  the  island, 
now  in  a  state  of  discontent,  disl^rust,  and  rebellion,  into  a  prosperous 
and  happy  people. 

If  the  views  of  the  Government  of  the  King  are  in  accord  with  those 
of  the  President  (as  herein  expressed  on  the  invitation  of  the  minister 
of  state)  as  to  the  means  to  be  adopted  to  restore  peace  and  tranquillity 
to  Ouba^  and  if  that  Oovemment  request  his  good  offices  to  that  end, 
he  will  cheerfully  and  readily  use  every  proper  effort  in  his  power  to 
secure  this  much-desired  result. 

These  views  are  given  in  response  to  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Galderon  y 
Gollantes,  as  communicated  by  you,  and  are  expressed  in  sincerity  and 
with  the  frankness  due  to  a  grave  and  important  question. 

Should  the  Government  of  Spain  agree  in  these  suggestions  and 
earnestly  and  firmly  pursue  such  policy  as  is  herein  referred  to,  little 
doubt  exists  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  that  such  measures  will 
prove  effective.  In  any  event,  such  a  course  would,  in  his  opinion, 
immediately  draw  to  the  Spanish  Government  the  moral  support  of  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  and  remove  from  the  insurrection  any  sympathy 
which  DOW  attaches  to  it. 

The  alternative  of  the  course  of  conciliation  and  of  reform  which  the 
President  has  suggested,  in  response  to  the  invitation  for  the  expression 
of  Advice,  would  involve  Spain  in  the  illogical  xM)sition  of  a  continued 
maintenance  of  a  system  which  she  admits  to  be  wrong  until  greater 
sacrifices  of  life  than  have  yet  been  made  be  incurred  in  sustaining  and 
in  enforcing  such  wrong,  and  other  lives  be  sacrificed  in  the  effort  to 
obtain  what  Spain  declares  herself  willing  to  accord. 

The  President  concludes  with  the  renewed  expression  of  his  earnest 
hope  that  peace  and  order  may  soon  be  reestablished,  and  that  the 
ooortie  of  i>eac6fiil  trade  and  intercourse  may  be  soon  restored  to  the 
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peoples  of  both  natioDS,  with  Cuba  and  its  inhabitants  andistnrbed  by 
the  derangements  which  have  attended  upon  the  strife  which  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  island  for  the  past  seven  years. 
Yon  are  authorized  to  read  this  to  the  minister  of  state. 
I  am,  etc., 

Hamilton  Pish. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  862.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  March  JSy  1876. 

Sib:  The  President's  message  has  had  the  salutary  effect  of  modi- 
fying  and  mollifying  to  a  very  sensible  degree  the  opinions  and  feelings, 
as  well  of  the  Cuban  Spaniards  as  of  the  Peninsula  Spaniards. 

As  to  the  former,  it  has  awakened  them  from  the  dream  of  immediate 
independence.  Moreover,  they  desire  to  put  a  stop  to  the  incendiary 
operations  of  the  insurgents  in  Cuba,  which  they  see  tend  to  render  the 
island  as  useless  to  them  as  to  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

Such  is  now  the  state  of  mind  of  influential  Cuban  Spaniards  in 
Europe,  as  manifested  by  late  important  publications  of  theirs,  and  as 
it  also  appears  to  be  with  the  Cuban  Spaniards  in  New  York. 

Spain  herself,  while  determined  not  to  abandon  Cuba  (no  Spanish 
Government,  however  constituted,  could  do  that  spontaneously  and  live 
a  month),  has  been  made  more  pliant  by  the  confidence  she  finds  in  the 
message  of  the  disinterestedness  of  our  Government  and  in  our  reoogni* 
tion  of  the  nonexistence  in  Cuba  at  the  present  time  of  the  necessary 
elements  of  independence;  and  she  longs  to  have  peace,  to  be  relieved 
from  further  sacrifice  of  men  and  money,  and  to  stand  well  with  the 
world,  and  especially  with  the  United  States,  in  the  administration  of 
Cuba. 

The  complete  overthrow  of  Don  Carlos,  with  the  domestic  questions 
and  difficulties,  political  and  financial,  which  the  Government  has  now 
to  encounter,  augments  rather  than  diminishes  its  anxiety  for  a  real 
pacification  of  Cuba. 

And  the  problem,  as  regarded  here,  is  whether  the  Dominicans  who 
conduct  the  so-called  military  operations  in  Cuba,  bred  up  as  they  have 
been  in  the  traditions  of  mere  devastation,  which  have  converted  Santo 
Domingo,  once  the  richest  of  the  great  West  India  Islands,  into  the 
poorest,  and  kept  it  for  three-quarters  of  a  century  in  a  state  of  serai- 
barbarism,  can  be  reached  by  any  pacific  influenceSi  either  of  Spain  or 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have,  etc,  0.  OusHiNa. 


Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  Gushing. 

No.  324.]  Department  op  State, 

WashingtoUj  Mardi  5, 1876, 

Sm :  Referring  to  your  No.  777  under  date  of  January  16,  and  in  par- 
ticular to  the  statement  that  in  your  interview  of  the  preceding  day 
the  minister  of  state  had  informed  you  that  as  it  had  occurred  to  him 
that  this  Government  might  have  concluded  not  to  act  on  his  note  of 
November  15  without  hearing  from  the  European  Governments  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  and  that  in  this  view  he  had  resolved  to  defer  writing  the 
contemplated  responsive  circtilar  of  Spain  to  those  Qovemments  until 
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after  hearing  from  the  United  States,  I  haye  to  state  that  on  several 
occasions,  and  in  various  quarters,  information  has  reached  this  Gov- 
erument  of  some  circular  having  beeu  issued  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
lueDtas  to  affairs  in  Cuba  and  in  Spain. 

With  these  expressions  of  the  minister  of  state  before  me,  and  as  no 
copy  of  any  such  circular  has  directly  or  indirectly  reached  this  Depart- 
ment, it  is  not  considered  likely  that  any  response  to  instruction  ]^o.  266, 
^dressed  to  you  and  read  to  the  minister  of  state,  has  been  issued,  as 
has  beeu  stated,  nor  that  any  general  circular  has  been  issued  bearing 
on  affairs  in  Cuba. 

I  shall  be  glad,  however,  to  be  informed  to  what  paper  these  state- 
ments refer,  and  to  be  promptly  furnished  with  copies  of  any  paper  or 
eircalar  which  may  have  been  issued  by  the  Spanish  Government  bear- 
ing on  events  in  Cuba  or  in  reference  to  Spanish  affairs. 

If  any  such  paper  exists,  you  will  appreciate  that  the  reasons  which 
have  prevented  the  Department  from  making  direct  inquiries  here  con- 
cerning it  render  it  inadvisable  for  you  to  make  formal  application 
therefor. 

I  am;  etc,  Hamilton  Fish. 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  865.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridy  March  7, 1676. 

SiB:  Your  note  of  November  5  has  been  printed  in  a  Spanish  trans- 
lation without  abridgment  in  several  of  the  newspapers  of  Madrid,  and 
is  the  subject  of  prolonged  discussion  by  them,  as  well  as  of  commen* 
tary  in  political  circles. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  send  you  translation  of  these  articles  with- 
out neglecting  other  things  of  more  importance,  nor  does  there  seem  to 
be  need  of  it. 

1  content  myself  with  indicating  some  of  the  more  salient  points  of 
criticism  in  this  relation,  which  appear  in  print  or  in  conversation. 

I. — The  Rebellion  in  Cuba. 

1.  It  is  alleged,  while  admitting  acts  of  censurable  violence  on  the 
part  of  officers  or  troops  of  the  Government,  that  such  acts  were  forced 
upon  them  by  still  worse  acts  of  the  rebels,  beginning  with  the  foreign 
adventurer  Quesada,  and  continued  by  other  foreign  adventurers, 
Dominicans,  Venezuelans,  Mexicans,  North  Americans,  and  others, 
liavin^  no  real  interest  in  Cuba. 

2.  It  is  alleged  that  the  rebellion  is  really  abandoned  by  most  of  the 
^Spanish  Cubans,  who  now  are  serving  in  the  ranks  of  the  loyal  volun- 
teers, or  hiding  their  shame  and  their  sorrow  as  voluntary  exiles  in 
various  countries  of  Europe  and  America. 

\  Much  is  said  of  the  discreditable  character  and  acts  of  the  pre- 
tended directors  of  the  rebellion  in  New  York,  who,  it  is  charged,  are 
mainly  occupied  in  criminal  intrigues  against  the  peace  of  the  United 
States. 

4.  It  is  alleged  that  in  its  persistent  efforts,  at  any  cost  of  treasure 
and  blood,  to  suppress  the  insurrection  in  Cuba,  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment does  but  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  United  States  in  their 
recent  determined  stand  for  the  maintenance  of  their  national  integrity. 

6.  It  is  alleged  that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  has  not  suf- 
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fered  prejudice  by  the  rebeUion  in  Gaba;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  commerce,  we  now  possess  that  of  the  supply  of  arms,  pro- 
visions, aDd  other  military  and  naval  supplies  greatly  to  our  advantage. 

Nearly  all  the  small  arms  used  in  Spain  and  Cuba,  on  both  Bides,  are, 
it  seems,  manufactured  iu  the  Ignited  States. 

In  this  connection  attention  is  called  to  the  very  great  prejudice 
which  our  civil  war  inflicted  on  Great  Britain  and  other  countries  by 
raising  the  price  or  cutting  off  the  supply  of  the  cotton  of  the  United 
States. 

6.  It  is  alleged  that  the  intervention  proposed  by  the  United  States 
appears  to  imply  pressure  on  Spain  rather  than  on  the  rebels,  and  that 
such  intervention  must  necessarily  be  repelled  by  Spain  for  the  same 
considerations,  self-respect,  and  sovereign  right  which  induced  the 
United  States  to  repel  foreign  intervention  during  the  secession  rebel- 
lion of  our  Southern  States. 

7.  Finally,  it  is  alleged  that  all  the  European  Governments,  pre- 
occupied with  cares  of  their  own,  regard  with  indifference  the  intima- 
tions on  the  subject  of  Ouba  which  have  been  made  by  the  United 
States. 

I  think  what  is  said  in  this  respect  is  based  in  part  on  informal  con- 
versation between  members  of  the  diplomatic  body  and  some  of  the 
members  of  the  King's  Government. 

U.— As  TO  Beglahations. 

1.  It  is  alleged  that  most  of  the  reclamations  put  fbrward  by  the 
United  States  are  for  slave  property,  to  the  discredit  of  oar  emancipa- 
tion professions. 

In  this  relation  attention  is  called  by  the  newspapers  to  the  pertinent 
clause  of  the  President's  message,  and  more  especially  to  your  recent 
letter  to  Mr.  S  wann,  translation  of  which  has  made  its  appearance  here 
in  Spanish. 

The  point  is  much  dwelt  upon,  with  citations  from  our  newspapers, 

2.  It  is  alleged  that  Spain  has  acted  with  great  promptitude  in 
agreeing  to  a  claims  commission  earlier  than  any  other  Government 
ever  did;  while,  on  the  contrary,  we,  the  United  States^  have  not  to  this 
day  made  provision  for  civil  war  claims  of  Germans,  Frenchmen^  and 
especially  Spaniards. 

3.  Much  is  alleged  as  to  the  dishonest  character  of  the  dtizenship  of 
the  claimants;  most  of  them  Spaniards  of  recent  naturalization,  few  of 
whom,  it  is  said,  ever  had  bona  fide  residence  in  the  United  States. 

The  minister  of  state  has  more  than  once  alluded  to  this  point  in 
terms  the  more  disagreeable  for  being  founded  on  truth. 

He  says  it  can  be  proved  that  most  of  these  new-bom  North  Ameri- 
cans were  domiciled  in  Cuba,  with  their  city  residences  and  their  coautry 
plantations  there,  and  in  the  public  exercise  of  all  the  rights  of  Span- 
iards, during  the  very  time  of  their  pretended  residence  in  the  United 
States,  to  which  at  most  they  had  paid  but  transitory  summer  viBiti», 
and  that  some  of  them  have  founded  on  their  being  at  school  in  the 
United  States  when  boys,  although  after  that  they  had  lived  in  Onb;i, 
engaged  in  business,  and  claiming  and  exercising  all  the  rights  of 
Spaniards. 

He  concedes,  however,  that  questions  of  this  class  ought  to  have  been 
raised  at  an  early  day,  and  says  the  King's  Government  submits  to  the 
burden  iu  this  respect  imposed  upon  it  by  the  negligences  and  procras- 
tinations  of  its  predecessors,  and  therefore  now  acquiesces  in  the  olaims 
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of  aO  Spaniards  who  at  the  time  of  the  imputed  wrong  were  certified 
dtizens  of  the  United  States. 

To  oonclnde,  the  above  notes  are  a  faithful  but  greatly  abridged 
abstract  of  the  comments  referred  to,  and  appear  to  me  to  be  as  full  as 
is  required  for  informatiou. 

I  have,  etCy  0.  Gusnma. 


Mr.  Pigk  to  Mr.  Cmhing. 

5o.329.]  *  DEPABT2CENT  OF  STATB, 

WashingUmj  March  llj  1876. 

6iK:  Referring  to  previous  corresiK)ndence  on  the  subject,  I  inclose 
herewith  for  your  further  information,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch.  No.  56, 
Qoder  date  of  the  10th  ultimo,  from  Mr,  Boker,  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  St.  Petersburg,  relating  to  the  Cuban  difficulty  with 
^pain. 

I  am,  sir,  etc.,  Uamilton  Fish. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr*  Cushimj, 

No.  331.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  15j  1876. 

SiB:  Beferring  to  your  No.  841,  under  date  of  the  19th  ultimo,  relat- 
iug  to  the  memorandum  addressed  by  the  minister  of  state  at  Madrid 
to  the  representatives  of  Spain  in  foreign  countries  on  the  subject  of 
Cuba,  I  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Mantilla  left  a  coi>y  of  the  memorandum 
at  the  Department  on  the  8th  instant. 

I  am,  etc.|  Hamilton  Fish. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Gushing. 

Na332.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  15,  1876. 

Sir:  Becorring  to  my  No.  315  of  the  16th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  two  dispatches  from  Mr.  Davis  at  Berlin,  relating  to  Cuban  affairs,  I 
bare  to  state  that  Mr.  Davis  has  since  requested  that  the  following 
correction  may  be  made  in  his  No.  249. 

In  the  last  paragraph  but  one,  after  <<  Petersburg, "  insert  '<  wrote  the 
Government  there,"  so  that  the  passage  mayread:  <^  Lord  Odo  also  added 
that  the  British  ambassador  at  Petersburg  wrote  that  the  Government 
there  manifested,'^  etc. 

I  will  thank  you  to  make  the  above  correction  in  the  copy  transmitted 
to  you, 

I  am,  etc.,       '  Hamilton  Fish. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Gushing. 

i'o.  333.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  15, 1876. 

8iB:  Beferring  to  previous  correspondence  on  the  subject,  I  inclose 
herewith,  for  your  farther  information,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  under  date 
of  the  15tb  ultimo.  No.  1288,  from  Mr.  Washburne  at  Paris,  relating  to 
Spaiiish'Caban  affairs. 

I  am,  etc.  Hamilton  Fish, 
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Mr.  Cuaking  to  Mr.  Fish. 

0 

1^0. 868.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  March  16 j  1876. 

SiB:  My  So.  834,^  of  the  16th  altimo,  reported  to  yoa  the  opening^  oi 
the  colegislatiTe  chambes^  of  the  Spanish  Cortes. 

Dariug  their  sessions  of  the  first  fortnight  they  were  chiefly  oocapied 
with  consideration  and  determination  of  the  comparatively  few  eases  ol 
contested  returns  of  members,  either  of  the  Senate  or  of  the  Congress. 

Since  then  the  subject  of  debate  has  bden  the  proposed  message  oi 
response  to  the  opening  address  of  the  Eong. 

In  this  debate  leading  men  of  the  diverse  factions  of  the  opposition, 
snch  as  the  Marqois  de  Sardoal,  Mr.  Pidal,  Mr.  Bomero  Ortiz,  Mr. 
Moyano,  and  Mx.  Sagasta,  have  respectively  said  their  say  with  more 
or  less  of  zeal  or  abiUty,  and  have  been  answered  chiefly  by  four  of  the 
ministers,  Messrs.  Canovas  del  Castillo,  Martin  Herrera,  Calderon  y 
Collantes,  and  Bomero  Bobledo — ^the  president  of  the  council  and  the 
minister  of  state  especially  distinguishing  themselves  in  defense  of  the 
acts,  plans,  and  purposes  of  the  Government. 

With  but  here  and  there  a  trivial  exception,  the  debate  has  been  dig 
nified  in  form,  although  most  unprofitable  in  substance,  for  it  has 
mainly  consisted  of  easy  exhibition  of  the  inconsistencies,  the  errors 
and  the  crimes,  the  tergiversations,  pronunciamientos,  treasons,  and 
insurrections  of  which  all  parties  have  heretofore  been  guilty,  as^  one 
after  the  other,  they  attained  the  giddy  heights  of  political  power,  or 
sank  into  the  depths  of  angry,  impatient^  and  factious  opposition. 

In  these  mutual  recriminations  of  parties,  in  this  general  settlement 
of  political  account  between  successive  governments  and  a^oaiiiistra- 
tions — ^which  has  only  served  to  show  that  all  of  them,  as  they  rose, 
ascended  on  the  ruins  of  their  country,  and,  as  they  fell,  left  behind  a 
deplorable  deficit  of  wisdom  and  usefulness  to  the  debit  of  each — there 
is  little  which  would  interest  you  sufficiently  to  justify  the  labor  of 
translation. 

I  annex,  however,  an  extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Sagasta  touch- 
ing the  United  States,  both  because  of  its  matter  and  of  the  iK)litical 
importance  of  the  speaker,  who  undoubtedly,  apart  from  the  special 
weight  of  his  position  as  the  parliamentary  leader  of  the  Constitutional 
party,  deserves  to  be  ranked  among  the  most  practical  and  the  most 
influential  of  the  statesmen  of  Spain* 

I  have,  etc.,  C.  Cushikg. 


[Appendix  A  with  No.  868.— Bxtnot  tnmaUted.— ReniArlu  of  Hr.  Sacasto  in  the  Cortee,  March  1S| 
1876.  touching  the  United  SUtee.— From  the  Oaoeta  de  Madrid,  March  16, 1876.] 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

As  does  the  committee,  bo  does  the  Coustitational  part^^,  desire  that  a  fraak  and 
elevated  policy  be  adopted,  resting  on  the  principle  of  strict  neatrality,  onr  nation 
invoking  an  ecjaal  right  with  respect  to  the  other  nations.  The  Government  ought 
to  be  resolute  in  this,  and  it  will  then  count  upon  the  snpport  of  the  Constitatioual 

Sarty  in  this  course,  provided  it  do  not  interfere  in  the  arfairs  of  other  nations  nnd 
o  not  permit  other  nations  to  interfere  in  oars,  without,  however,  thereby  oeaslnj? 
to  strive  for  the  recuperation  of  her  ancient  splendor;  not  by  means  of  force^  but  in 
common  accord  with  other  nations  interested  in  this  subject. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  in  pursuance  of  this  policy,  the  settlement  of  our  differences 
with  the  United  States  may  be  speedily  reached.  If  in  the  Island  of  Cnba  such  atro- 
oious  orimes  are  committed  as  that  of  fixing  a  price  for  the  assassination  of  our 
soldiers  and  volunteers,  still  those  horrible  deeds  of  which  other  civilized  conn  tries 
hare  given  us  examples  have  never  been  witnessed  there. 

*  Not  printed. 
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Tlie  United  States  well  know  how  di0lenlt  it  is  to  inbjeot  to  deteimiaate  roles  m 
ftfttrieldal  stmggle,  becaase  not  long  ago  they  themselves  had  such  a  strnffgle,  with 
i  greet  adyantage  oompared  with  oois,  since  uiev  were  not  fsrced  to  cross  uie  seas  in 
Older  to  tight.  Oar  war  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  has  not  assumed  the  character  of  a 
g<aniiiBe  war,  but  of  sayage  brigandage  (bandolerismo),  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
ibe  United  States,  instead  of  taunting  a^  will  try  to  show  os  their  good  will. 

And  now  that  I  am  treating  of  the  United  States,  I  tench  the  conBnes  of  the  colo- 
nial question,  and  I  would  speak  of  the  colonial  qnestion;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  do  so 
10  long  as  the  rebellion  exists  there;  so  long  as  there  remains  one  to  cry,  *' Death  to 
Spain;"  and  I  will  therefore  confine  myself  to  saying  that  the  Government  should 
bave  no  other  tboaght  than  that  of  saving,  cost  what  it  may,  the  national  integrity, 
sending  out  to  that  end  not  only  all  the  necessaiy  forces,  but  also  whatever  resources 
may  be  demanded  by  the  state  of  the  island,  and  adopting  severe  measures  against 
thoM  who,  forgetting  that  it  is  not  allowed  to  them  to  attack  the  integrity  of  their 
eonntij,  are  aiding  the  rebels  who  slay  our  volunteers  and  soldiers. 

Havmg  mada  these  brief  observations,  which  I  merely  do  in  ontlinei  I  shall  now 
ater  upon  tha  azamiiiation  of  our  domestic  policy •, 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  FiaK 

No.  809*]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  17 ,  1876.    (Beceived  April  5.) 

Sir:  I  oontinae  to  receive  expressions  of  good  will  from  Mr.  Layard 
in  reference  to  the  special  questions  connected  with  Onba,  in  which  onr 
respective  Oovemments  have  a  common  interest,  but  with  complete 
silence  on  the  general  question  of  intervention  or  mediation  in  i^uba. 

The  truth  is  that  the  European  relations  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain 
outweigh  the  matter  of  their  relations  in  America. 

The  general  relations  of  the  two  Governments  stand  on  th^  most 
^oivoiml  premises,  prolific  in  difficult  and  vexatious  questions,  to  wit, 
old  treaties  dating  back  as  far  as  the  reign  of  James  I,  modified  from 
time  to  time,  and,  what  is  worse,  annulled  by  successive  wars,  and  then 
renewed  at  the  conclusion  of  peace  by  broad  stipulations  of  revivor, 
covering  in  terms  many  commercial  provisions  which  are  of  difficult,  if 
Dot  impossible,  application  in  the  present  state  of  Europe. 

I  annex  a  copy  of  extracts  from  several  of  these  treaties  on  a  single 
point,  the  *^  favored-nation"  stipulation,  by  which  you  may  see  clearly 
the  vagae  and  loose  condition  of  the  existing  treaty  relations  of  the  two 
Govemments. 

If  these  stipulations  are  to  be  liberally  observed,  it  is  plain  to  see 
that  the  revenue  system  of  Spain  becomes  totally  and  perpetually 
dependent  on  that  of  Great  Britain. 

I  think  we  in  the  United  States  have  at  all  times  been  scrupulous  on 
that  point,  especially  avoiding  to  concede  perpetuity  of  stipulations 
affecting  revenue. 

My  own  opinion  has  always  been  adverse  to  such  stipulations,  except 
in  8i)eciflc  cases,  where  they  involve  special  equivalents  of  reciprocal 
^Ine,    (See  Attorney-General's  Opinions,  Vol.  VI,  p.  149.) 

Indeed,  if  these  "favored  nation"  clauses  were  of  definite  and  effect- 
ive application,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  enter  into  extended  treaty 
^ter  extended  treaty,  for  it  would  suffice  to  make  every  new  treaty 
consist  merely  of  a  general  "favored  nation''  stipulation.  Happily  for 
QSf  who  have  spread  ourselves  out  so  much  in  several  of  our  treaties, 
especially  those  wi  th  the  petty  States  of  Central  America  and  some  others, 
the  stipolations  of  that  nature  are  of  limited  application,  just  in  proiK>r- 
tion  to  their  indeflniteness  and  their  generality  of  expression. 

Meanwhile,  in  these  loose  and,  many  of  them,  obsolete  Btipulationa, 
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tnsJlj  revived  en  bloc  by  the  treaty«of  Angost  25, 1814  (eee  OantSI^ 
p.  733),  questions  are  continually  springing  np  between  Qreat  Brf  tai 
and  S^un  which  lead  to  prolonged  discussion,  not  always  In  amiabl 
spirit. 

Thus,  what  is  the  forum  for  the  trial  of  British  subjects  in  Spain 
A  special  jnez  conservador  says,  in  effect,  the  treaty  of  1667,  wbic- 
gives  to  England  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  Hanse  Towns,  amoit 
which  was  a  juez  conservador.  And  yet  the  recent  laws  of  Simin  Ion 
since  abolished  that  forum,  with  the  apparent  acquiescence  of  6re£ 
Britain. 

AgaiiK  to  what  taxes  are  British  subjects  liable  in  Spain  f  The  roy  s 
order  of  June  18,  1875,  transmitted  with  my  No.  630,  carefuUy  dii 
tinguished,  you  remember,  between  treaty  rights  in  this  respect  an 
comity  rights  outside  of  tre£kty,  and  refuses  to  place  Oreat  Britain  in  tb 
first-named  class  in  virtue  of  the  ^^  fiftvored  nation  "  stipulation^  althong 
in  virtue  of  such  a  stipulation  it  places  Belgium  on  the  footing  of  tb 
exemptions  accorded  by  express  treaty  to  Germany. 

Tou  will  readily  perceive  what  a  crop  of  treaj^  questions  betwee 
Oreat  Britain  and  Spain  is  produced  by  the  equivocal  nature  of  thei 
treaty  relations,  which  apparently  cover  everything,  but  are  so  vague  a 
to  afford  to  either  Government  opportunity  to  deny  their  applicatiou  t 
any  specific  thing  in  controversy. 

Spain  is  particularly  discontented  on  two  points:  One,  the  heavy  di 
ferential  duty  imposed  by  Oreat  Britain  on  Spanish  wines;  aad  tb 
other,  fhe  systematic  prosecution  of  contraband  from  Gibraltar,  tb 
efforts  of  Spran  to  protect  her  commerce  in  this  respect  giving  rise  t 
frequent  collisions  in  the  bay  of  Algeciras,  a  recent  example  of  wbici 
is  the  f  Apture  and  recapture  of  the  smuggling  sehooner  AmaUa, 

I  annex  a  statement  of  the  case  as  understood  by  the  Spaniards. 

I  might  enlarge  en  these  various  points,  but  what  has  been  said  wi 
serve  to  explain  further  my  belief,  heretofore  expressed,  that  the  Britis 
Government  has  too  many  questions  of  its  own  to  discuss  here  to  b 
ready  to  follow  or  accompany  us  at  present  in  amy  official  act  Ibr  tb 
pacification  of  Ouba. 

My  conclusion  in  this  respect,  let  me  say,  was  founded  on  considen 
tions  which  assume  all  possible  friendliness  of  spirit  on  the  part  of  tb 
British  Government,  although  Spaniards  are  not  wanting  who  suggec 
to  me  that  Great  Britain  is  secretly  impelled  in  this  particular  questio 
toward  a  state  of  sympathy  with  Spain  rather  than  the  United  Statei 
in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  her  own  great  insular  or  continental  depen<i 
encies  in  America. 

I  have,  eto.,  0.  0xt8HXH« 


[ Appnilx  A,  Urn,  •«.— Bxtnete  tnm  tevstlM  b«tww&  Spate  Mid  Qnaft  lliHifci  ] 

TUrtg-MgUk  mrtUk  #/  trMif  0/1667. 

It  It  Agreed  and  oonoladed  that  the  people  and  eahjeoti  sf  the  King  •f  Orei 
Britain  and  of  the  King  of  Strain  shaU  hare  and  enjoj  in  the  respeetiTe  lands,  seal 
porta,  haTons,  roada,  and  territoriee  of  the  one  or  the  other,  and  in  all  plaoea  what 
■oeyer.  the  tame  priTilefee,  seooritiee,  liberties,  and  immnnltlea,  whether  tiiey  ooii 
eem  tneir  penone  or  trade,  with  aU  ike  benefloial  elanaee  and  ciroomatanooa  whie 
hare  been  granted  or  shall  be  hereafter  granted  by  either  of  the  said  Kisgs  to  th 
Most  Christian  King,  the  States  General  of  the  United  ProTinees.  the  Hanaa  Tewni 
or  any  other  Kingdom  or  State  whataeeTer.  in  as  Ihll,  aBple.  and  hsnaflrfal  manoe 
as  if  the  same  were  partieolarly  mentieaed  and  {nserted  in  tnis  treaty. 
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Stotmd  MrikU  0/  fna^  qf  Vfr^M^  1715,  Nwem^er  gS^Deoember  9. 

Aad  tm  f%  kaa  been  agreed,  m  Is  aboTe  mentioned,  oonoeming  the  rates  of  dntios, 
10  H  ifl  ordained  as  a  general  mle  between  their  Majesties  that  all  and  eyery  one  of 
their  snbjeets  shaD,  in  all  lands  and  places  subject  to  the  command  of  their  respectiye 
Majesties,  use  and  ei^OT  at  least  the  same  pririleges,  liberties,  and  immnnities  ron- 
f«niing  All  imposts  and  dnties  whatsoever  which  relate  to  persons,  wares,  merchan- 
iise,  shim,  freightinff,  mariners,  nayiffation,  and  commerce,  and  enjoy  the  same  favor 
m  all  things  (as  well  in  the  courts  01  Justice  as  in  all  those  things  which  relate  to 
7Ade,  or  any  other  trade  whatsoever)  as  the  most-favored  nation  uses  and  enjovs,  or 
msj  ose  or  ei^oy  for  the  future,  as  is  explained  more  at  large  in  the  thirty-eighth 
Article  of  the  treaty  of  1667,  which  is  specially  inserted  in  the  foregoing  article. 

MatA  articU  of  the  troaig  nf  171S,  July  9^18. 

It  is  Ihrther  agreed  and  concluded  as  a  general  rule  that  all  and  singular  the  snb- 
jeets of  ettoh  Kingdom  shall  in  aU  countries  and  places  on  both  sides  have  and  e]\|oy 
%i  least  the  same  privileges  and  immunities  as  to  all  duties,  impositions,  or  customs 
whatsoever  relating  to  persons,  goods,  and  merchandise,  shins,  freights,  seamen, 
mrigation,  «nd  conmierce,  and  snadl  have  the  like  favor  in  all  tnings  as  the  subjects 
if  Fnnoe,  or  any  other  foreign  nation,  the  most  favored,  have,  possess,  and  e^joy, 
m  at  si&y  time  hereafter  may  have^  possess,  or  e^Joy* 

TMrd  arHole  of  troatg  of  1715. 

After  Tetering  to  dnties  on  wool  and  other  merchandise  the  article  oonelndesx 
*^*  •  *  And  all  the  rights,  privileges,  franchises,  and  immunities  which  shall 
be  granted  or  permitted  to  anv  nation  whatever  shall  likewise  be  granted  and  per- 
mitted to  the  said  subjects  (of  His  Britannic  Majesty) ;  the  same  shall  be  granted, 
observed,  uid  permitted  to  the  subjects  of  Spain  in  the  Kingdom  of  His  Britannic 
Maijee^?' 

By  the  treaty  of  1814  (August  25)  all  these  previous  treaties  between  Great  Brit- 
^Jk  and  Spain  are  "ratified,  confirmed." 

I  AvMBdtx  B,  Ho.  SflSi^— Tmi8]AtI<ni.~SxtnK)t  in  referenoe  to  nnQggllnir  »t  Gibraltar,  freoi  la 

PoUtica,  Maroh  18, 1S76.] 

From  Algeciras  we  receive  the  following : 

'^Tbe  oommandant  of  the  coast-guard  station  at  Algeciras  having  received  confi- 
dential inteUigence  that  the  schooner  Amalia  was  about  to  sail  from  Gibraltar  under 
the  English  flag  for  the  purpose  of  clandestinely  landing  her  car^o  on  the  Mediter- 
raoesn  coast,  as  she  has  done  many  times  before,  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  coast 
^ards,  he  gave  instructions  to  the  cutter  Invincible  to  take  up  a  convenient  position, 
sod,  in  ^ect,  on  the  27th  of  February  when  the  schooner  sailed  from  Gibraltar,  she 
^M  seised  by  the  Invincible  outside  of  British  waters,  and  the  captain  embarked  four 
»^amen  on  her,  setting  sail  toward  the  anchorage  or  Algeciras,  the  schooner  being 
4«^orted  by  the  cutter  (escampavla),  which  is  a  Spanish  vessel  of  war  (the  same  as 
tbfiQgfa  she  was  a  frigate) ;  but  the  weather  being  bad,  with  a  heavy  wind,  her  mast 
rire  wmy  and  she  was  not  able  to  keep  on  escorBng  the  captured  schooner,  where- 
upon the  erew  of  the  latter  being  superior  in  numbers,  the  four  seamen  charged  with 
sarlg^king  her  were  overpower^  by  the  Spanish  smugglers  (revolver  in  hand),  and 
fbe  made  sail  for  Gibraltar,  anchorin|^  at  the  arsenal,  and  the  English  authoritiee 
Uiok  charge  of  the  vessel,  sending  to  jail  the  four  seamen  of  the  Spanish  ship  of  war 
which  had  captured  her.  The  cutter,  having  repaired  her  damages,  anchored  at 
Alj^iras,  and  reported  to  the  commandant  of  the  coast  guard,  who  immediately  sent 
a  telegram  of  what  had  occurred  to  the  captain-general  of  the  department  of  Cadiz, 
ind  went  to  Gibraltar  to  confer  with  our  consul  there,  protesting  energetically,  ana 
forthwith  ordered  the  preparation  of  the  corresponding  sumario,  in  order  to  clear  up 
sod  ascertain  the  facts.  Our  consnl  endeavored  to  procure  the  release  of  the  four 
seamen  detained  in  Jail,  mixed  up  there  with  brigands,  and  was  only  able  to  do  so 
on  making  a  deposit  of  600  reals  for  each  of  them.'' 


Jfr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Oushing. 
No.  342.]  Department  op  State, 

WcLshijigton^  Maroh  22^  1876. 

Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  dispatch,  No.  853,  marked  <<  Confi- 
dential,'' relating  to  the  attitnde  of  the  German  minister  at  Madrid  on 
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tihe  qnestion  of  interyention  of  the  United  States  in  Oaba,  witli  con 
mento  by  yourself. 

I  appreciate  fiilly  the  difficulty  and  the  delicacy  of  year  position  an 
yonr  duties  at  Madrid,  and  am  glad  to  recognize  the  ability  with  wbic 
yon  meet  those  duties;  and  after  reading  with  interest  (as  I  read  a 
your  dispatches)  the  larger  part  of  the  dispatch,  but  with  increasiii 
anxiety  as  I  proceeded  in  its  perusal,  lest  some  grave  mistake  had  be^ 
made  in  the  instructions  from  this  Department  or  some  series  of  wron| 
had  been  committed  or  permitted  by  this  Government,  I  was  very  mac 
gratified  in  reading  the  concluding  part  of  the  dispatch,  from  the  pa 
agraph  beginning  with  ^<I  add  that  the  communication  of  the  note  < 
November  to  other  powers"  to  And  that  the  instruction  of  Novemb^ 
5  (No.  266),  has  in  your  judgment  had  the  very  effect  which  it  had  j 
view. 

In  these  concluding  sentences  you  have  condensed,  with  a  force  at 
power  peculiar  to  yourself,  and  for  which  I  return  you  my  acknowledj 
meat,  the  main  object,  so  far  as  effect  with  other  powers  was  in  col 
tempiation,  of  the  instruction.  I  need  not  here  rex>eat  what  yoa  hal 
heretofore  been  told,  that  there  was  neither  desire  on  the  pu*t  of  tl 
Oovernment  of  war  with  Spain  nor  expectation  that  war  was  imminen 
That  war  might  be  the  eventual  result  of  a  continuance  of  the  conditi<^ 
in  which  Spain  was  allowing  the  relations  with  this  Government  i 
drift  was  a  contingency  not  to  be  ignored;  and  the  fact  to  which  y< 
have  more  than  once  alluded  as  one  of  the  causes  of  alarm  and  of  sui 
posed  menace,  of  the  collecting  of  a  naval  force  at  Port  Boyal,  was,  i 
the  first  instance,  for  the  wintering  of  the  fleet;  and  secondly,  as  thj 
harbor  was  at  the  same  time  commodious,  convenient,  and  healthful,  j 
have  the  force  together.  The  possibility  that  Spain  might  protrai 
negotiations  for  the  settlement  of  the  questions  which  you  have  bei 
gradut^y  bringing  to  a  close,  and  the  possibility  of  other  events  whi< 
the  President's  message  sought  to  prevent,  and  which  in  your  condui 
ing  paragraphs  you  think  (as  I  do)  that  he  has  prevented,  were  ni 
overlook^,  and  may  have  had  a  remote  and  incidental  influence  in  t| 
selection  of  a  single  harbor  for  the  united  winter  quarters  of  the  fleci 
but  in  chis  the  inducements  of  the  Govei  ument  were  precautionary,  n| 
minatory. 

The  fact  that  it  has  attracted  the  attention  which  you  report  may  p<3 
sibly  indicate  that  it  has  not  been  without  influence  in  hastening  soii 
of  the  conclusions  which  seem  to  be  happily  in  progress  of  attainmeo 
and  may  have  contributed  to  an  appreciation  of  the  serious  eamestne 
of  the  President  and  of  the  sincerity  of  his  expressions  with  regard 
belligerence  or  independence,  which,  as  you  justly  remarked,  have  ^^  pi^ 
pared  the  way  to  confldence."  It  was  time  that  Spain  should  recogni] 
the  sincerity  and  long  endurance  of  this  Government  under  unftdflU^ 
promises  and  repeated  assaults  on  the  rights  of  our  citizens,  and  it  wj 
time  that  Spain  should  earnestly  undertake  the  work  of  repressi^ 
an  insurrection  which  was  becoming — which  had  become — a  pabi 
nuisance. 

In  the  instruction,  No.  266,  sent  to  you,  and  communicated  to  oth 
powers,  the  President  had  gravely  and  deliberately  considered  t] 
course  which  he  believed  tende<l  to  the  best  interests  of  the  conntr 
and  in  the  exercise  of  his  constitutional  powers  and  duty  he  declared 
solemnly  and  earnestly.  Had  he  contemplated  or  apprehended  a  h<\ 
tile  movement  toward  Spain  he  would  not  have  left  it  to  vague  sped 
lation,  and  you  would  have  been  advised  of  any,  however  lutimato  i 
remote,  intention  in  that  direction. 
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It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  learn  from  the  oonolnding  part  of  the 
dispatch  now  aclmowledged  that  the  instrnction  of  November  5  is 
appreciated  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  intended,  and  that  it  meets 
joTXT  approval,  as  I  am  confident  it  will  receive  yonr  cooperation. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  yonr  dispatch  No.  855,  of  the  28th  of  Feb- 
ruary, also  relating  to  intervention  with  eispecial  reference  to  the  attitude 
ofUassia. 

I  am,  eta,  Hamilton  Fish. 

Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  877.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

Madrid^  March  23^  1876.    (Received  April  10.) 

Sis:  Hy  Nos.  835,  849,  853,  855,  and  869  will  have  communicated 
the  impression  received  by  me  from  intercourse  with  my  principal  col- 
leagues of  the  diplomatic  body  in  reference  to  the  possibility  of  our 
being  backed  in  any  way  by  other  powers  in  the  idea  of  intervention 
or  mediation  with  Spain  on  the  subject  of  Cuba. 

I  reported  in  detail  whatever  could  be  gathered  by  me  in  this  relation 
from  the  ministers  respectively  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  Austria, 
and  Bussia. 

The  contents  of  your  No.  315  have  now  come  to  more  than  confirm 
the  convictions,  previously  formed  by  me,  as  to  the  indifference,  if  not 
opposition,  to  be  expected  by  us  from  all  the  European  powers. 

1.  Oreat  Britain. — ^The  Earl  of  Derby,  in  a  carefully  meditated  argu- 
mentative paper  under  his  own  hand,  concludes  ''that  if  nothing  were 
contemplated  (by  the  United  States)  beyond  an  amicable  interposition 
having  peace  for  its  object,  tlie  time  was  ill  chosen  and  the  move 
premature." 

These  expressions,  it  seems  to  me,  do  not  merely  involve  absolute 
determination  of  refusal  to  support  us,  but  even  rather  positive,  if  not 
rode,  condemnation  of  the  proposition.  Among  bis  premises,  two  are 
to  be  speciaUy  noted,  namely:  (1)  Kefusal  to  cooperate,  notwithstand- 
ing his  doubts  of  the  speedy  success  of  the  Spanish  Government  against 
the  Carlists,  and  (2)  citation  of  the  corroborative  opinions  of  Mr.  Layard, 
seemingly  done  for  the  purpose  of  expressly  contradicting  the  suggestion 
OD  my  part  of  the  favorable  disposition  of  Mr.  Layard. 

Whatever  hopes  may  have  been  entertained  by  me  in  this  respect, 
baaed  on  general  expressions  of  Mr.  Layard,  you  are  well  aware  have 
been  long  since  dissipated. 

I  note  also  that  Lord  Derby  is  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  special 
treaty  rights  or  duties  of  Great  Britain  in  the  matter  of  the  emancipation 
in  Onba. 

And  the  hint  of  a  favorable  disposition  on  the  part  of  France  is  met 
hy  the  declaration  of  Lord  Derby  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  time  for 
interposition  being  ''ill  chosen^  and  the  ''move  premature,"  the  view 
of  the  British  Government  was  also  that  of  the  French  and  German 
Governments. 

The  observations  of  Lord  Odo  Bussell  to  Mr.  Davis  are  curious  and 
.<agge8tive.  Was  Lord  Odo  Bussell  ignorant  on  the  21st  of  January 
fff  the  actual  views  of  his  own  Governmentt  That  seems  impossible. 
Or  was  he  endeavoring  to  sound  Mr.  Davis  on  the  hypothesis  of  joint 
action  on  the  part  of  the  British  and  American  Governments  Y 

2.  Oermcmy. — ^Mr.  Davis's  report  of  his  interview  with  Mr.  von  Billow 
ediftes  and  almost  amnses  me,  as  offering  an  example  of  skillful  fenot 
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on  fhe  port  of  the  latter  to  uphold  the  Spanish  ride  of  the  ^uestloi 
without  giving  umbrage  to  the  United  States,  driving  Mr.  Davis  to  tt| 
necessity  of  arguing  the  very  premises  of  the  question  on  our  Bid< 
without  his  having  been  able  to  extract  from  Mr.  von  Billow  explicj 
iuformation  ^<  whether  any  counsel  had  been  given  to  Spain,  and  if  anj 
what  it  was."  I  should  have  preferred  the  plain  rebuff  of  the  Earl  c 
Derby,  or  even  some  exhibition  of  the  famous  <' brutal  frankness"  n 
Prince  Bismarck. 

For  the  rest,  my  study  of  the  Gount  von  Hatzfeldt  enables  me  pei 
fectly  to  understand  what  there  is  behind  these  studied  reticences  c 
Mr.  von  Billow. 

3.  J2iM«ia.-rLord  Odo  Bussell,  on  information  of  the  British  ambai 
sador  at  St.  Petersburg,  states  that  *^  all  was  going  on  very  wcdl  for  tb 
United  States  there." 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  statement  f  Are  the  two  British  amba$ 
sadors  ignorant  of  the  true  state  of  the  question  at  St.  Petersburg  a 
well  as  at  London  f    Or  are  they  in  concert  to  deceive  ust 

The  Bnssian  minister's  statement  to  me  was  explicit  that  he  wa 
informed  (which  means,  of  course,  instructed)  that  your  note  of  Noveiu 
ber  5  and  the  consultation  of  other  Governments  thereupon  wer 
intended  only  as  means  of  enforcing  the  settlement  of  our  persona 
reclamations  at  Madrid,  which  shows  unmistakably  how  the  qaestio] 
stands  at  St.  Petersburg. 

4.  France. — ^All  that  Mr.  Hitt  could  extract  from  the  Duo  Decaze 
consisted  of  evasive  generalities,  but  in  avowed  opposition,  however,  ti 
any  intervention  in  Cuba. 

I  say  evasive  generalities,  for  while  the  Due  Decazes  explicitly  states 
on  the  22d  of  January,  that  the  action  of  France  will  depend  on  th< 
decision  of  Great  Britain,  but  excuses  his  indeflniteuess  of  explanationj 
by  pretended  ignorance  of  the  intentions  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  the  lat 
ter,  on  the  25th  of  Jannary,  declares  in  efifect  that  France  had  already 
signified  concurrence  of  view  with  Great  Britain  in  her  definite  detex 
mination. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  you  will  regard  tbi^ 
dispatch  and  the  previous  dispatches  on  the  same  subject  in  the  ligh 
in  which  they  are  intended — ^that  is,  the  execution  of  plain  duty  in  thii 
important  relation. 

I  stand  behind  the  players  here  and  see  the  cards  they  are  playing 
It  is  not  our  game.  We  can  do  much  with  Spain,  but  it  will  have  to  hi 
done  on  our  own  ground.  We  have  no  caase,  in  my  belief,  to  expec 
aid  from  the  European  powers,  not  even  from  Great  Britain.  Th< 
problem  rather  is  to  work  out  our  own  policy  in  such  way  as  to  avoi< 
obstructions  on  the  part  of  those  powers. 

I  have,  etc,  O.  Ouseiko. 

Ifr.  Gushing  to  Mr,  FUK 

[Telegnun.] 

Madrid,  March  29 j  1876. 
Fish,  Secretary,  Washington: 

1  have  explained  to  Oalderon  the  nature  of  your  323,  and  prepared 
him  to  receive  it  in  the  right  spirit.  It  can  not  be  read  to  him  ii 
English.  I  might  explain  it  to  him  in  Spanish,  but  with  risk  of  loss  ol 
effect  for  you  as  well  as  for  hiin« 

May  I  give  him  oopyf 

OlTSSDafQu 
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Mr.  Fi8h  to  Mr.  Owhing. 

iTatognm.] 

Washxnoton,  Marek  29 j  1876. 
OusHmo^  Minister y  Madrid: 

If  laqueBtedi  yoa  may  ^ive  copy. 

Fish,  Beoretarjf. 


Mr,  Gushing  to  Mr.  FisK 

No.  8S8»1  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

Madrid^  March  31y  1876.    (Beceived  April  18.) 

Sib:  On  receiving  yonr  dispatch  No.  323  and  reflecting  on  its  con- 
tents, my  first  conclasion  was  to  seek  to  prepare  the  minister  of  stat« 
for  the  eommnnication  and  to  ascertain  in  what  spirit  it  was  likely  to 
be  received. 

To  this  end  it  seemed  to  me  convenient  to  preflEM^  by  telling  him  what 
bftd  been  the  inducement  of  yonr  dispatch. 

I  accordingly  sought  and  obtained  a  special  interview,  which  took 
place  by  appointment  at  the  private  residence  of  Mr.  Oalderon  y  Ool- 
lantes  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant. 

I  began  by  stating  the  reception  of  an  important  message  from  you 
to  conunnuicate  to  him,  which  had  been  drawn  forth  by  what  he  had 
said  to  me  on  the  15th  of  January  last,  my  report  of  which  I  should  be 
glad  to  make  him  acquainted  with  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  it  was 
corre<5t. 

He  assented,  and  I  then  placed  in  his  hands  a  Spanish  translation  of 
so  much  of  my  dispatch  No.  777  as  relates  to  the  subject  (beginning  at 
p.  3  and  ending  at  p.  10),  begging  him  to  read  it  aloud  and  to  deny  or 
qaalify  if  he  found  occasion. 

He  took  the  paper  and  read  it  aloud  deliberately,  saying  rei)eatedly 
as  he  went  along,  <<£xacto,  exacto,"  and  when  he  had  finished,  adding 
that  it  was  a  true  and  accurate  account  of  what  he  had  said  at  thsS 
interview  and  commending  the  fidelity  of  the  report. 

He  sabjoined,  in  passing,  that  all  such  of  my  reports  of  conversation 
tt  the  ministry  as  had  appeared  in  print  had  been  scrutinized  and 
fonnd  to  be  correct  by  the  respective  ministers. 

I  tiien  said  that  you  would  be  glad  to  sit  by  his  side  in  person,  as 
supposed  in  that  interview,  and  respond  to  his  friendly  suggestion  in  the 
same  spirit  of  friendship  in  which  it  was  made,  communicating  to  him 
jixor  views  of  what,  as  '^a  statesman  and  a  man  of  honor,''  you  con- 
<*^ved  to  be  fit  to  be  done  in  Ouba  in  the  common  interest  of  the  United 
States  and  Spain;  and,  as  you  could  not  do  this  in  person,  you  desired 
to  do  it  in  writing,  if  it  would  be  agreeable  to  him  to  receive  a  oommu- 
uication  of  considerate  advice  and  kindly  intentioned  counsel. 

He  promptly  replied  that  it  would  be  entirely  agreeable  to  him. 

I  said  that  the  communication  was  of  considerable  length  which  my 
mstmctions  permitted  me  to  read  to  him,  and  that  this  involved  the 
aecessi^  of  making  a  translation^  in  which  something  of  the  delicacy 
»s  well  as  the  force  of  expression  might  disappear  in  passing  from  one 
idiom  to  the  other,  and  that  with  dependence  on  the  ear  only  for  means 
of  appreciation. 

He  then  begged  me  to  obtain  leave  to  deliver  to  him  a  copy^  which 
vaa  the  oooasion  of  my  telegram  of  the  SOth  on  the  subject,  to  which  yoa 
have  repUed  assenting  thereto. 
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He  mentioned  the  fact  of  a  copy  of  his  memorandom  having 
delive*ed  to  yon  by  Mr.  Mantilla,  and  said  that  the  King's  Goverumec 
was  meditating  to  do  ^  which  that  memorandam  indicated,  and  eve 
more,  in  the  ejection  of  good  government  in  Ouba. 

Some  reference  was  made  to  the  apparent  difference  of  opinion  grov 
ing  up  among  the  Gnbans  in  Enrox)e  as  to  the  policy  of  mere  devasti 
tion  in  Gnba  pursued  under  the  advice  of  the  Cubans  in  New  York. 

Conversation  then  passed  to  the  late  bad  news  from  Mexico,  a.xi 
thence  to  recent  similar'  events  in  Ecuador,  Colombia,  Peru,  the  Arg^ei 
tine  Confederation,  and  other  countries  of  Spanish  America,  tUel 
frequent  revolutions,  pronunciamentos,  and  civil  wars,  and  the  apparei 
incapacity  of  the  Spanish- American  Republics  to  manage  republica 
institutions  or  to  maintain  domestic  peace,  and  to  the  question  whetlic 
Cuba  was  capable  of  self  government,  it  being  agreed  between  us  tlis 
the  Spanish  Americans  inherit  all  the  vices,  but  not  all  the  virtues,  < 
their  parent  race  in  Europe. 

But  these  points,  incidental  only  to  the  matter  in  hand,  it  is  unneoei 
Siiry  for  me  to  report  at  length. 

I  am  now  having  a  copy  made  of  your  dispatoh,  to  be  delivered  t 
the  minister  of  stato  at  an  expected  interview  on  the  Ist  of  April. 
I  have,  etc, 

O.  OuBHuia. 


Jfr.  Gushing  t4>  Mr.  FUh. 

No.  911.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridj  Apt^l  19^  1876. 

Sib  :  On  the  12th  instant  the  minister  of  stato  invitod  me  to  a  specif 
interview  for  the  express  purpose  of  conversing  with  me  on  the  sabjec 
of  your  note  of  the  1st  of  March. 

He  said  that  he  had  prepared  and  should  speedily  send  to  me  a  not 
in  reply,  in  the  same  cordial  and  friendly  spirit  in  which  your  note  wa 
written;  but  that  he  desired  by  anticipation  to  communicate  to  m 
orally  the  substonce  of  what  he  proposed  to  say  in  more  deliberat 
manner. 

He  then  took  up  your  note  and  commented  on  its  several  suggestion 
seriatim  substantially  as  in  the  written  note  annexed. 

In  addition  to  which,  some  practical  points  were  touched  upon,  whicl 
it  seems  to  me  convenient  to  communicate  in  a  separate  and  conlidei] 
tial  dispatoh,  which  will  go  by  this  or  by  the  next  mail. 
I  havc^  eta, 

a  OUBHIKO. 


(Appendix  B  wlih  No.  911.~Traiirt>tiwi.] 

Mr,  Caldenm  y  Collaniet  to  Mr.  Cu$IUng. 

Ministry  of  Statb, 
The  PaUice,  JprU  16,  2876. 

Excbixbkct:  I  hare  read  and  meditated  npon,  with  the  profonnd  interest  whioi 
ite  importance  merits,  the  note  which  nnder  date  of  the  let  of  Maich  of  the  preaed 

J  ear  yonr  exoeUenoy  was  pleased  to  commonioate  to  me,  and  to  which  I  have  th 
onor  of  replying.  I 

Before  all  I  heg  yonr  exceUenoy  to  be  pleased  to  express  to  the  QoTemmeni,  whiol 
Ton  BO  worthily  represent  at  this  court,  the  satisfaction  and  gratefulness  of  that  € 
His  Mi^esty  by  resson  of  the  tone,  not  merely  benevolent  but  friendly,  in  whieh  tM 
instmctious  addressed  to  your  exceUency  by  Mr.  Fish  are  conceiYea.  Thia  Bod 
condnet  on  the  part  of  the  President  constrains  the  Qoyemment  of  Hk  M%}«a^  i 
respond  in  all  sincerity  to  the  tame  sentiments  of  friendship  and  benerolfliiee.        1 
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PMtbig  now  to  ezamine  the  kindly  snggestions  of  Mr.  Fish  TolatlTO  to  the  aotnal 
utmitian  of  Cnba  and  to  the  means  most  adequate  for  putting  a  speedy  and  satisfac- 
tory end  to  it,  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  the  solution  in  the  same  order  as  that  in 
which  the  suggestions  are  presented. 

First.  The  wvemment  of  His  Mi^esty  is  in  entire  conformity  as  re^prds  comply- 
ing for  its  part  with  all  the  stipulations  of  the  existins  treaties,  and  eiving  to  them 
&  perfect,  mendly,  and  liberal  interpretation  in  all  that  which  may  oe  the  subject 
of  doubt  or  question. 

8«oond.  The  Goyemment  of  the  King  likewise  proposes,  because  it  believes  it 
necessary,  to  chanj^e  in  a  liberal  sense  the  r^^ime  hitherto  followed  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  not  only  in  itiS  administrative  but  also  in  its  political  part. 

Third.  Kot  merely  gradual  and  genuine,  but  rapid  emancipation  of  the  slaves, 
becanse  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  recognizes  and  unreservedly  proclaims  that 
ilavery  neither  can  nor  ought  to  be  maintained  in  any  of  its  dominions,  by  reason  of 
iU  being  an  anti-Christian  institution  and  opposed  to  present  ciyilization. 

Fourth.  The  Government  of  the  King  finds  itself  in  complete  accord  not  only  as  to 
increasing  but  as  to  extending  to  the  furthest  i>os8ible  limit  all  commercial  facilities, 
ftnd  cansmg  the  disappearance  of  all  the  obstacles  which  to-day  exist,  and  which 
hinder  the  rapid  and  free  course  of  commercial  negotiations. 

The  Qovemment  of  the  King  ardently  desires  to  see  in  the  Spanish  Senate  and  in 
the  Congress  of  Deputies  the  representatives  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  as  those  of 
Puerto  £00  already  are  in  both  the  colegislative  bodies,  enjoying  in  all  respects 
eqoal  rights  and  privileges  with  those  elected  by  the  Spanish  ProvmceB. 

Even  effecting  the  pacification  of  Cuba  exclusively  by  force  of  arms,  it  would  not 
be  in  any  way  inexorable  toward  the  conquered,  nor  does  it  propose  to  apply  to 
them  the  rigor  of  the  law  of  victory.  It  will  endeavor,  on  the  contrary,  to  attract 
the  good  wul  of  aU,  to  unite  all  the  good  sons  of  Cuba,  to  erant  them  rights  which 
they  did  not  enjoy  be/ore,  and  to  join  them  to  the  common  fatherland  by  the  gentle 
yet  strong  ties  of  gratitude  and  affection. 

Boeh,  MT,  Minister,  are  the  sentiments  and  the  purposes  of  the  Government  of  His 
Majesty,  in  perfect  oonsonanoe  with  those  which  are  expressed  in  the  note  of  your 
excellency  to  whidi  I  have  the  honor  of  replying. 

Bat,  ecmiing  to  the  practical  point  and  the  development  of  those  (sentiments  and 
purposes),  the  impartiality  and  uprightness  of  your  excellency  and  of  your  Govern- 
ment, of  which  such  striking  proofs  have  been  and  are  now  being  given,  will  doubt- 
lesB  admit  that  not  all  of  tbem  can  be  realized  at  the  present  moment,  as  the  Goy- 
ernment  of  Hie  Majesty  would  sincerely  desire. 

In  so  fiur  as  concerns  the  amnesty  and  the  consequent  restoration  of  property  ol 
all  kinds  embargoed  from  the  insurgents  and  the  refugees,  no  serious  inconvenience 
•tends  in  the  way  of  its  being  conceded  forthwith,  provided  they  previously  submit 
themselves  to  the  Government  of  the  Ein^. 

It  is  materially  impossible  to  hold  elections  for  senators  and  deputies  in  the  actual 
state  of  insurrection,  as  it  has  been  so  in  Spain  itself  in  the  provinces  wherein  the 
dvil  war  raged ;  but  tibe  Government  of  His  Majesty  contracto  from  henceforth  the 
lolemn  engagement  to  command  that  they  take  place  so  soon  as  the  island  be  paci- 
fied, or  the  insurrection  be  at  least  reduced  to  insignificant  proportions. 

withont  fear  that  anyone  will  deny  it  with  proper  grounos  therefor.  I  am  able  to 
Uiiire  yon  tiiat,  but  for  the  insurrection,  there  would  not  now  have  oeen  for  some 
time  a  single  slave  in  the  Island  of  Cuba;  but  at  the  present  time,  the  negroes  and 
nnisttoes  oonstitnting  one  of  the  principal  elements  of  the  insurrection,  their  free- 
dom would  be,  even  in  tiie  judgment  of  tiiose  most  opposed  to  slavery,  a  very  grave 
peril,  not  only  for  Spaniah  rule  and  for  all  the  Spaniards  and  Cubans  faithful  to  the 
metropotiB,  bnt  also  for  the  whole  white  race  of  the  island. 

The  Government  of  HisMi^esty,  cherishing  the  well-grounded  hope  of  aocomplish- 
hi|f  within  a  brief  period  the  pacification  of  Cuba,  or  reducing  the  insurrection  to 
nnunpoortaat  limits,  is  now  engaged  in  preparing  the  means  of  replacing,  without 
injury  to  agxionltnre,  slaye  labor^  free  labor,  whereby  all  the  nations  which  main- 
tain oommeroe  with  the  IsUmd  of  Cuba  will  be  the  gainers,  because  that  commerce 
would  be  but  poorly  nourished  did  the  soil  oease  to  produce  through  lack  of  oulti- 
vatioQ. 

I  have  set  forth  with  perfect  sincerity  the  desires  and  the  views  of  the  Goyemment 
^t  His  M^eaty.  thus  reciprocating,  as  I  should,  the  friendship  of  the  Government  of 
the  Uofion  and  its  loyal  purposes.  I  desire  to  Iniow  the  opinion  of  the  latter  respect- 
ing tiie  solutions  and  tne  occasion  of  realizing  them,  which  I  have  just  indicated; 
*nd  I  eonelnde  by  reiterating  to  your  excellency  my  earnest  wish  to  ^o  on  in  perfect 
^ceotd  with  the  uovemment  of  the  Great  Republic  in  a  matter  wherein,  when  exam- 
ined with  tme  elevation  and  witiiont  prejudice,  there  is  a  common  and  legitimate 
interest;  that  is  to  say,  the  peace  of  Cuba,  and  a  government  prudent,  generous,  and 
Uberal  In  all  its  proceedingis. 
I  av^  cite., 

FxBNDo.  Caij>iebon  t  Coixakixs. 
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Mr.  Cushing  to  Mr.  FtsK 

UTo.  914.]  LsoATioir  of  thb  TJihtkd  Btatbs, 

Madrid^  April  19, 1S7€. 

Snt:  What  I  liaye  to  add  to  the  contenti  of  my  No.  911,  of  this  datn 
oonsists  of  a  few  points  of  practical  anggeetion,  arisiiii^  ant  of  mj 
interview  with  the  minister  ef  state. 

Yon  speak  in  jonr  note  of  modification  ef  ezistinf  treaties.  Mr 
Oalderon  y  OoUantes  says  he  is  perfectly  ready  to  act  on  any  modified 
tion  yon  may  propose.  Spain  will  receive  in  the  best  disposition  an] 
proposal  for  tiie  amendment  of  the  treaty  of  1795  which  may  ba  pre 
sented  by  the  United  States. 


•  ii/.i>.i:*i: 


;CIAI.  ABBAIfGEMEnra. 


Mr.  Galderon  y  CoDantes  says  Sx>ain  wonld  be  bat  too  glad,  eitbei 
by  treaty  or  by  concerted  legislative  arrangements,  to  enlarge  the  scop^ 
or  fibciiitate  ti^e  prosecntion  of  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the  tw< 
nations.  The  great  solicitude  of  Spain  at  this  time  is  to  cultivate  hej 
material  interests.  She  invites  negotiation  on  the  si]d>ject  with  th^ 
United  States. 

▲MHESTT. 

Mr.  Galderon  y  Collantes  says  the  King's  Government  would  cheer 
fhlly  grant  amnesty  to  the  rebels  in  Guba.  It  is  not  actuated  by  th< 
slightest  vengefnlness  of  spirit.  Indeed,  in  its  dealing  with  the  Carl 
ists,  its  merdfnlness  of  temper  is  the  subject  of  vehement  reproach  oi 
the  part  of  the  opposition.  But  how,  he  says,  can  the  Govemmeu 
force  an  amnesty  on  the  negro  incendiaries  and  assassins  in  Cuba 
Gan  the  Government  restore  his  property  unconditionally,  to  be  a8e< 
by  him  from  his  refuge  in  New  York  in  procuring  the  conflagration  o 
the  proi>erty  and  the  assassination  of  the  persons  of  the  innocent  an< 
helpless  noncombatants  of  the  Island  of  Gubaf 

Such  is  tiie  dilemma  he  propounds  to  me  in  this  relation. 

Now,  what  shiJl  I  say  to  the  minister  of  state  on  these  three  critica 
points! 

As  to  the  question  of  modification  of  existing  treaties,  or  negotial 
ing  for  commercial  advantages,  my  bands  are  tied  by  the  peremptory 
tenor  of  your  dispatches  on  this  point,  repelling  all  idea  of  treati 
negotiation  with  Spain. 

But,  how  shall  we  proceed  in  the  beneficial  modification  of  treaties 
or  the  acquisition  of  new  commercial  advantages,  without  a  matua 
understanding;  in  a  word,  without  either  treaties  or  agreed  legislative 
enactaients  in  the  nature  of  treaty! 

It  occurs  to  me  that,  now  that  the  two  Gk>vemments  have  at  lengtl 
for  the  first  time  frankly  and  definitely  considered  the  text  of  the  treati 
of  1795,  and  that  the  question  of  its  application  has  been  reduced  t^ 
its  due  proportions  by  your  No.  281  of  December  27, 1875,  and  that  a] 
controversy  on  that  point  is  in  the  way  of  being  satisfactorily  termi 
nated,  you  may  possibly  be  less  disinclined  to  enter  into  new  treati 
negotiations  with  Spain.  May  not  that  be  inferred  fix)m  these  heads  o 
your  note  of  March  If  I  hesitate,  however,  to  act  in  this  directiot 
without  speciflo  instructions,  and  therefore  can  not  take  np  these  intj 
matlons  on  tiie  part  of  Mr.  Gsdderon  y  GoUantes. 
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Be  It  remembered  that  Spain  has  never  fidled  to  treat  in  the  most 
Mendly  spirit  with  or  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  as  witness  tiie 
treaties  of  1779,  1783,  1795,  1802,  1819,  1834,  and  1870.  She  thinks 
the  treaties  of  1795,  1819,  and  1870  were  eminently  of  this  amiable 
charafeter. 

Be  it  remembered  also  that  all  oar  tronbles  with  Spain  haye  been 
incidents  of  the  delirinm  tremens  of  anarchy  and  revolntion  which 
seized  npon  her  in  1868,  involving  civil  war  in  Gnba,  in  the  northern 
proTinces,  indeed  all  over  the  peninsula.  With  recovery  from  that 
craze  has  come  a  steady  course  of  reparation  as  regards  the  United 
States*  Why  should  we  not  avail  ourselves  of  such  inviting  circum- 
stancest 

In  like  manner  my  hands  are  tied  and  my  lips  are  dosed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  amnesty,  which  so  &r  as  concerns  us  involves  the  single  question 
whether  the  United  States,  while  so  constantly  striving  to  influence 
Spain^ean  and  will  do  anything  to  influence  the  rebels  of  Spain. 

AD  Madrid  believes  that,  faulty  as  has  been  the  administration  of 
Spain  in  Cuba,  most  of  the  maladministration  has  been  the  logical 
effect  of  the  factious,  ungovernable,  and  traitorous  spirit  and  conduct 
of  the  Cubans  themselves,  rebellious,  as  all  Spaniards  are  prone  to  be, 
by  their  hereditary  national  character. 

Thus  it  is  alleged  that  no  repressive  measures  would  ever  have  been 
adopted  in  Cuba  but  for  the  frequent  rebellions  or  attempted  rebellions 
there  in  times  of  complete  order,  tranquillity,  and  prosperity,  as  in  1823, 
1S20, 1837,  and  1854,  including  the  infamous  acts  of  Narciso  Lopez  in 
twice  recruiting  armed  foreign  adventurers  to  invade  the  island,  the 
worst  of  all  forms  of  treason. 

In  fine,  as  every  American  bears  witness  after  seeing  both,  the 
Cnbaos  are  Spaniards,  with  all  the  faults  of  Spaniards  in  aggravated 
degree;  and  whereas  discontent  is  the  habit  in  Spain,  and  violence  the 
ordinary  manifestation  of  discontent — whereas  in  Spain  opposition 
parties  systematically  pursue  the  practice  of  quarreling  with  any  and 
all  Governments,  however  wellintentioned  these  may  be,  and  deliber- 
ately provoking  measures  of  repression  in  order  to  have  pretext  to 
declaim  against  oppression  and  tyranny — so  the  Spaniards  say  it 
always  has  been  in  Cuba. 

However  this  may  be,  it  certainly  makes  the  blood  run  cold  to  read 
letters  like  that  of  the  American  lady,  Mrs.  Julia  M.  Garcia,  narrating 
the  sack  and  burning  of  her  plantation  and  the  murder  of  her  servants 
by  one  of  the  negro  bands  of .  Assuredly,  indiscriminate  incen- 
diarism and  assassination,  applied  to  the  property  and  i>ersons  of  inno- 
cent and  peaceful  i>ersons,  noncombatants,  is  not  war. 

So,  in  reading  the  manifestations  of in  the  Bevolucion,  the 

hidependencia,  and  the  Sun,  and  contemplating  their  base  calumnia- 
tioa  of  the  President,  yourself,  and  the  Oovernment  of  their  asylum, 
and  the  cowardly  malignity  and  coldblooded  atroci^  of  the  policy  of 
sygtemaftic  incendiarism  and  assassination  which  constitutes  their  theory 
of  independence  in  Cuba,  one  is  prone  to  ask  whether  these  men  are 
iiot  mere  wild  beasts,  fit  only  to  be  shot  down  at  sight  to  rid  the  world 
of  sneh  loathsome  and  hateful  monsters. 

Indeed,  the  conduct  of  the  Cubans  and  of  their  directors  in  New 
tork  has  had  the  mark  of  infamy  indelibly  stamped  upon  it  by  the 
expressions  contained  in  the  last  annual  message  of  the  President. 

Oftentimes,  it  is  true,  in  the  history  of  rebellions,  especially  as  th^ 
become  prostrated  or  hopeless,  the  worst  traits  of  human  wickedness 
Appear  to  become  developed,  as  in  the  plan  for  burning  or  poisoning 
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New  York  oonoeived  by  some  of  the  Gonfederates,  and  as  in  tbe  horrori 
perpetrated  by  tbe  Oommunists  of  Paris. 

Spaniards,  also,  are  among  tbe  worst  of  rebels.  Tbey  do  not  stop  ti 
draw  the  line  between  political  opposition  and  rebellions  conspiracy,  t4 
estimate  the  morality  of  the  means  employed  to  gratify  their  feverlBl 
thirst  for  office,  or  to  calculate  the  dynamic  relation  of  the  means  t< 
the  proposed  end. 

We  in  the  United  States  would  think  it  strange  enough  to  see  a  dis 
appointed  candidate  for  a  ministerial  portfolio  or  a  foreign  mission  under 
take  to  get  up  a  rebellion  against  the  Oovernment,  or  to  invade  it  in 
arms  at  the  head  of  a  gang  of  foreign  miscreants  and  ruffians  recraitec] 
in  Canada  or  Cuba,    let  tiiat  is  the  way  they  do  things  in  Spain. 

In  short,  these  men  are  Spaniards,  in  whose  character  the  most  fla^< 
tious  sentiments  are  seen  to  be  most  prominent,  while  behind  is  a  fond 
of  generosity  and  honor. 

Their  present  line  of  action  is  abominable  as  to  morality,  while  it  U 
stupid  suicide  as  to  politics.  It  is  abominable  to  burn  the  property  and 
murder  the  persons  of  peaceful  planters  in  Cuba  in  order  to  weaken 
Spain ;  it  is  suicide  to  pursue  the  policy  of  systematically  endeayoring 
ing  to  destroy  Cuba  in  order  to  spite  Spain. 

That  destruction  involves  irreparable  loss  to  the  United  States  aa 
well  as  Spain. 

But  are and so  bad  as  they  seem,  and  as  their  acta 

indicate  t    On  the  face  of  things  it  is  hard  to  see  in  what  respect  Thom^ 

assen  or  Keith,  he  of  the  infernal  machine,  is  a  worse  man  than 

or . 

Still,  it  seems  impossible  to  believe  that  they  can  be  wholly  insensi^ 
ble  to  influences  of  honor  and  of  reason.  In  their  case,  as  in  other 
analogous  cases,  it  would  seem  that  a  sort  of  mental  alienation  snper^ 
venes  to  blind  men  to  the  true  character  of  their  acts. 

Are  these  men,  then,  or  are  they  not,  amenable  to  influences  of  rea* 
son  and  humanity,  addressed  to  them  by  the  United  States  f 

Surely,  if  they  are  not,  Spain  may  well  think  it  is  of  no  use  for  her  to 
seek  to  influence  them  by  acts  of  gratuitous  generosity,  even  to  oblige 
the  United  States. 

These  considerations  are  of  the  very  essence  of  the  question  ot 
amnesty  as  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

You  have  touched  on  this  point  once  or  twice,  but  so  lightly  as  to 
leave  me  in  doubt  whether  it  is  right  or  proper  for  me  to  enter  into  the 
question  with  the  minister  of  state;  which  compels  me  to  be  silent  at 
the  very  i>oint  where  explicitness  of  conversation  might  efficiently 
promote  the  desires  of  the  United  States  for  the  padflcation  of  Gaba. 

Submitting  these  views  to  your  better  judgment, 

I  have,  etc^  0.  Oushino. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Gushing. 

No.  S83.]  Depabtment  of  Btaxb, 

Washington^  June  16^  1876. 

Sib  :  Upon  reading  your  ^o.  966  ^  of  the  20th  of  May,  inclosing  an 
extract  from  the  Independencis^  of  New  York,  professing  to  contain  a 
^'programme"  of  the  revolutionists  in  Ouba,  with  your  commenta  as  to 
the  extremitieB  to  which  the  insurgents  have  proceeded,  I  am  reminded 

'Mr.  Cashing*!  Ko.  966  inolosas  a  programme  of  the  reyolationitt  Jonte  ia  New 
York,  and  comments  npcm  its  effects  in  Spain.  II  does  not  seem  to  be  nsponaiye  to 
the' 
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of  yonT  two  dispatches,  'Sos.  911  and  914,  both  dated  April  19, 1878| 
informing  me  of  the  oommanlcation  to  the  minister  of  state  of  instmo- 
tion  Ko.  323  of  the  Ist  of  March. 

Yon  will  remember  that  this  instmction  was  addressed  to  yon  because 
the  minister  of  state  was  pleased  to  invite  a  frank  statement  concern- 
ing the  precise  thing  which  this  Government  would  advise  or  wish 
Spain  to  do,  pursuant  to  which  intimation  I  frankly  informed  you  of 
the  views  of  this  Government  as  to  what  course  might  be  adopted  with 
a  view  to  the  restoration  of  peace  in  Cuba. 

On  almost  every  occamon  heretofore,  when  complaints  have  been 
made  of  the  damage  to  this  country  and  to  all  countries  having  rela- 
tions with  Ouba,  growing  out  of  the  insurrection,  or  when  friendly  sug- 
gestion has  been  made,  as  in  this  case,  substantially  the  same  answer 
has  been  returned,  namely,  that  the  insurrection  was  about  to  be  sup- 
pressed ;  and  when  that  had  happened,  then,  but  not  before,  reforms 
which  were  admitted  to  be  required  would  be  inaugurated  and  measures 
necessary  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  island  adopted.  The 
insurrectionists,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been  unwilling  to  rely  on  these 
assurances  or  to  lay  down  their  arms.  Thus  things  have  proceeded, 
and  the  insurrection  is  no  nearer  to  suppression  now  than  years  ago, 
and  the  needed  reforms  as  distant  as  some  years  since. 

It  has  been  averred  that  certain  high  authorities  in  Spain  did  not  at 
first  object  to  a  show  of  revolution  or  revolt  in  Cuba,  as  such  a  condi- 
tion of  affairs  gave  ready  excuse  for  increased  taxation  and  new  bur- 
dens. Of  this  I  say  nothing  and  express  no  opinion;  but  it  seems  to 
be  indisputable  that  the  determination  of  Spain  to  do  nothing  by  way 
of  reforms,  nor  to  aid  in  any  improvement  in  affairs  until  the  insurrec- 
tion had  been  suppressed,  has  prevented  its  suppression  and  virtually 
prevented  the  introduction  of  any  better  state  of  affairs  in  the  island. 

With,  therefore,  a  continuation  of  the  same  x>olicy  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  of  Spain  as  is  foreshadowed  by  the  minister  of  state  in  his 
communications  to  you  touching  my  instruction  of  the  1st  of  March,  and 
in  other  quarters,  and  with  the  determination  of  the  insurgents,  if  such 
can  be  said  to  be  foreshadowed  in  this  extract  from  the  Independencia, 
or  if  the  same  be  genuine,  with  the  extreme  views  of  the  two  parties, 
neither  willing  or  intending  to  yield  to  the  other,  and  with  the  want  of 
power  or  ability  of  either  to  coerce  the  other,  there  seems  little  hope  that 
a&ytiiing  is  soon  to  be  expected  in  the  interest  either  of  good  government 
in  Cuba  or  that  will  lead  to  peace  and  prosperity  in  the  island. 
lam,  eto^ 

Hamilton  Fish, 


Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  1027.1  Lboatign  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Madridj  July  lOy  1876. 

SiB:  I  received  some  time  ago  a  letter  from  the  American  Peace 
dnion,  inclosing  an  address  to  the  King  to  propose  a  board  of  inter- 
national arbitrators  to  settle  the  little  misunderstanding  between  the 
^^nation"  of  Spain  and  the  << nation"  of  Cuba,  to  which  I  have  just  now 
matched  a  moment  to  make  response.  A  copy  of  the  correspondence 
iftamiQized. 

I  have,  eto.9  O.  Oushimq. 
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lwttkV».lMr.] 
Mr.  L&99  to  Mr.  Cm$hing. 

Philabxlphia,  JBmmmrjf  if ,  J876, 

Kebfwcted  Frdotd:  The  Peace  Society  of  America  has  passed  the  lesolation 
inclosed  and  has  to  reqneel  that  von  fayor  ns  hj  presenting  or  forwarding  it  to  the 
conrt  of  Spain,  that  the  proposea  matter  may  he  considered  there  aa  well  as  at  our 
capital  and  in  Cnha,  as  we  have  forwarded  dnplicates  to  both  places— and  I  belieye 
President  Grant  favors  the  proposition. 

We  haye  had  this  written  in  Spanish  for  Spain  and  Cnha,  and  we  tmst  it  will 
receiye  proper  attention. 

We  are  well  convinced  that  this  conrse  will  be  popular  and  profitable,  and  with 
the  highest  appreciation  of  your  serrices,  and  thanking  you  in  adyance  for  the  £ayor 
asked, 

I  am,  eto.|  _  Altrkd  H.  Lots, 

o/ih§  UfUvmtal  Feao§  Uniaup  ^IsMriooa  Brimek, 


[Iiiolo«iirs  9  with  "So.  lOa^—TnanhMamJl 
rSOPOSBD  ADDBKSS  OF  TEDB  PEACE  SOCIETY  TO  THE  KIKO  OF  SPAIX. 

At  the  ninth  anniversary  of  the  Society  of  Peace  of  Pennsylvania,  branch  of  the 
Universal  Peace  Union,  celebrated  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  30tn  of  November, 
1875,  the  following  conviction  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  it  was  ordered  that  it 
be  sent  to  the  King  of  Spain,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  powers 
of  Cuba,  with  the  hope  of  its  adoption  by  all: 

"We  are  convinced  that  the  |>rinciple  of  national  and  international  arbitration 
may  be  made  popular  and  appropriate  for  terminating  all  differences  between  nations, 
and  that  if  the  motives  of  disturbance  between  Spain  and  Cuba  were  submitted  to 
a  tribunal  of  wise  and  conscientious  arbitrators  they  would  be  adjusted  with  com- 
paratively smaU  cost  and  delay,  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  and  great  benefit  of  both 
countries.'' 

Alfbed  H.  Love, 
PreMent  of  the  Universal  Peace  UnUm^ 
No.  MU  Ckeetaut  Street,  PUtoMphAO,  United  Siaieo. 

Philadelphia,  January  i,  1876. 


PnoliNnm  S  with  Ko.  lOIT.] 

Mr,  Cuiking  to  Mr.  Leva. 

ICADRm,  Jutg  r,  18T$. 

Rbspboted  Friend:  I  have  had  under  consideration  your  esteemed  favor;  and, 
cordially  concurring  as  I  do  in  appreciation  of  the  laudable  object  yon  have  in  view- 
that  is,  the  pacification  of  Cuba — and  earnestly  as  I  have  myself  labored  in  the  same 
spirit  on  various  occasions,  I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  mv  power  to  deliver  to  tiie  King 
of  Spain  the  address  which  you  inclose,  suggesting  a  board  of  international  arbitra- 
tion for  the  settlement  of  the  contest  between  him  and  his  insurgent  subjects  In  Cnbs. 

In  the  first  place,  I  have  no  right,  as  envoy  and  minister  of  the  United  States,  to 
make  any  political  communication  to  the  King.  That  is  a  privilege  reserved  exclu- 
sively to  ambassadors.  To  overstep  the  line  of  diplomatic  rule  and  usage  in  that 
respect  would  not  only  expose  me  to  censure,  but  would  be  pr^udioial  to  the  oon- 
templated  object. 

In  the  second  place,  I  have  no  right  to  make  official  communications  of  this  nature 
to  the  muiister  of  state,  with  whom  alone  it  is  competent  for  me  to  treat,  except  on 
instructions  from  my  Government. 

Meanwhile,  the  object  of  your  proposed  address  to  the  King,  aa  appears  by  docu- 
ments oommunicated  to  Congress,  with  which  yon  are  probably  acqnaintad.  has 
been  the  subject  of  continual  correspondence  here,  in  obedience  to  specific  instruc- 
tions of  the  Department  of  State,  which  define  and  limit  my  rights  and  dniies  in 
this  respect. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  felt  myself  oonstrained  to  adopt  in  your  ease  tha  role  of 
eondnct  observed  in  all  new  matters  presented  to  me — that  is,  ta  i«tetlM  aal^eol 
•f  aor  eomspandanoe  to  the  Seoretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stataa. 
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Fvaii  HM^  im.  ttmxAntiim,  to  naln  a  rfmg le  obserrmtl^ii  retpeotiiig  the  tenor  of 
fMT  proftMd  ftddreti  to  the  King  of  Spain,  Mid  thte  b«4  Ia  toe  tenie  of  critioism, 
m  of  mnhmmtimt, 

ThU  addiMs  starts  from  the  premises  of  the  general  utility  of  international  arbi- 
tniti«L  Ton  will  seo,  by  glanoins:  At  the  third  chapter  of  the  rolnme  which  accom- 
paafai  tbli  letter,  that  my  own  advooaey  of  international  arbitration  is  as  earnest  as 
ikat  «f  tke  Peace  Union. 

Bat  jaor  address  proceeds  to  assame  that  Spain  and  the  insurgent  Cubans  are  in 
the  relatlea  of  forei^  ^tions  one  to  another.  To  the  contrary  of  this,  as  the  last 
uiaual  iDessage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  oonclusiyely  demonstrates, 
faeh  is  Bot  oiuieir  in  fact  or  in  right  the  present  condition  of  the  Cubans.  A  seoes- 
■isa  ittsarKootloa  exists  in  Cuba,  but  not  in  a  state  to  be  recognized  by  the  United 
States  (or  by  other  Powers)  as  an  independent,  or  even  belligerent,  nationality. 

HoreoTOi^  the  ouestlon  which  shall  yield  to  the  other,  and  on  what  tonus — insur- 
gsDl  subjeote  or  tnetr  sovereign— the  issues  of  a  war  of  independence— is  one  of  the 
qsestiona  on  which  arbitration  is  impossible. 

Cenld  President  Lincoln  haye  entered  into  intomational  arbitration  with  the  per- 
less  in  arms  in  tho  Southern  States  on  the  question  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  f 
Clearly  not;  nor,  I  think,  did  the  "Peace  Union''  or  any  other  friends  of  peace 
idTise  sneh  a  oonrse  on  the  part  of  our  Goyemment.  We  did  not  regard  the 
Southern  States  as  a  nation,  although  they  had  been  recognized  as  belligerento  by 
foTBign  powers  and  had  innnitoly  higher  pretensions  to  be  considered  a  nation  than 
the  eomparatiyely  handftal  of  insurgents  in  Cuba.  Nor  has  Spain  yet  consented  to 
regard  &•  insurgents  in  Cuba  as  a  ''nation."  Of  course  she  is  not  likely  to  entor 
iato  an  agreement  with  them  to  arbitrato  the  question  of  the  secession  of  Cuba  from 
Spain. 

Let  me  aak,  on  the  other  hand,  what  is  the  relation  of  the  '*  Peace  Union ''  to  the 
ingnrgents  In  Cubaf  Haye  they  listened  to  your  suggestion  of  an  arbitration f  If 
yon,  the  friends  of  peace,  can  exert  any  influence  in  that  quarter,  you  will  be  per- 
haung  a  great  and  glorions  work,  in  the  interest  alike  of  Spain  and  of  Cuba. 

O.CU8HIll«k 


JTr.  Gushing  to  Mr.  FisK 

N«.lt29.]  LsaATION  OF  THB  UNITED  STATES, 

Madridj  July  11^  187$. 

8nt:  VfUi  yom  permit  me  to  make  some  observations  of  a  consolatory 
tendency  in  reference  to  the  nonsnccess  of  your  earnest  efforts  to  melio- 
r^  the  condition  of  things  in  Gnbaf 

L  Toa  encounter,  in  the  first  place,  the  indisposition  of  either  party 
(o  the  contest  in  Gnba  to  listen  to  the  counsels  of  wisdom  and  fnend- 
ibip.  It  is  the  yery  predicament  described  by  a  late  writer  in  the 
following  words: 

Tbere  are  ocmjunctnres  in  history  in  which  reasoning  and  the  attompt  at  persua- 
sioa  &iL  Where  opposition  is  irreconcilable,  where  each  party  is  sMying  heart  and 
»onl  for  an  object,  which  the  other  looks  upon  as  ruin  and  ignominy  to  himself,  there 
^SB  be  BO  arbttrament  bnt  force.  The  ruler  must  show  his  power  to  rule,  the  subject 
■Dst  Aew  his  power  to  win  independenee. 

Ib  act  this  tmef  Is  there  any  example  in  history  in  which  rebellions 
hare  ]rielded  to  reason — when  either  the  sovereign  or  the  rebellious 
subjects  could  be  persuaded  to  cease  from  strife,  until  after  the  one  or 
the  other  party  had  been  yanquishedt 

We  in  the  United  States  have  possessed  parliamentary  institutions 
for  more  than  three  centuries — not  one  only,  as  might  be  inferred  from 
the  rejoicings  of  the  late  Fourth  of  July.  We  think  we  are — ^we  are — 
iAbned  with  all  the  instincts  of  order,  peace,  and  good  government. 

Kow,  woold  we  of  the  JN^orth  have  listened  to  any  suggestion  from 
abroad  to  desist  from  the  effort  to  put  down  secession  by  force  of  armsf 
Would  our  insurgent  fellow- citizens  in  the  South  have  been  persuaded 
to  lay  down  their  arms  by  any  promises,  assurances,  or  even  concrete 
>ct8  on  tiie  part  of  tho  Government  of  the  Union  f 
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Ajgsanj  going  back  to  oar  own  insarrection  agunrt  Oresfe  Britam; 
would  any  proposition  of  hers,  or  even  enacted  measures  finr  bette] 
administration  of  the  colonies  have  inflnenced  ns  to  make  peacef  Oi 
eoold  Great  Britain  3rield  to  as  antil  defeated  in  all  quarters,  and  cod^ 
pletely  disheartened,  by  the  combined  forces  of  the  United  Stated 
France,  Spain,  and  the  Netherlands  T 

With  enlightened  zeal  yon  have  labored  thanklessly  for  the  peac^ 
and  wel&re  of  Gaba  and  of  Spain  herself,  and  if  yon  have  not  been 
able  to  effect  all  the  good  you  desire,  it  is  only  because  you  have  had  t< 
encounter  impediments  of  moral  impossibility  in  the  nature  of  thiuga 

2.  In  the  second  place,  my  residence  in  Spain  has  enabled  me  t^ 
appreciate  the  true  cause  and  character  of  maladministration  in  Onba 
It  is  that  the  governors  are  incapable  of  conducting  and  the  governec 
equally  incapable  of  receiving  good  government.  They  are  all  Spaniard! 
alike,  as  Oeneral  Prim  so  often  said,  whether  you  call  them  Peninsalari 
or  Cubans.  And  (to  say  nothing  of  the  colored  population)  it  is  not  tii< 
best  of  the  Spaniards,  Creole  or  Peninsular,  which  constitutes  the  pop 
ulation  of  Ouba. 

Now,  has  there  been  maladministration  inOubat  So  there  has  beei 
in  Spain  herself.  Have  there  been  rebellions  in  Ouba,  guerrilla  wa^ 
fiare,  burnings,  sacking  of  towns,  military  executions,  deportationa 
embargo  of  private  property,  banishments,  suspension  of  sumage,  arbi 
trary  domination  of  captains-general  t  So  all  these  things  have  beei 
occurring  in  Spain.  She  has  had  naught  else  for  more  than  sixty  yean 
but  alternations  betwixt  anarchy  and  despotism.  The  few  periods  o 
comparative,  but  transient,  tranquillity  she  has  enjoyed  during  the  reigi 
of  Queen  Isabel  were  due  to  the  mere  usurpation  of  two  great  generals 
Narvaez  and  CDonnell,  to  whose  administrations  of  the  sword  men  loo) 
back  now  as  to  the  halcyon  days  of  Spain.  Since  the  dethronement  o 
Queen  Isabel — that  is,  during  the  very  period  of  the  civil  war  in  Oaba^ 
there  has  not  only  been  civil  war  in  Spain,  but,  simultaneous  therewith 
a  rapid  succession  of  provisional  and  experimental  governments,  eael 
destitute  of  inherent  stability,  and  every  one  of  which  subsisted  only  b;{ 
means  of  irresponsible  dictatorships,  except  that  of  King  Amadeo  idone 
who  fell  simply,  as  men  say,  because  he  was  the  only  man  in  Spain  aorq 
pulously  faithful  to  his  oath  and  obstinately  adhesive  to  the  constitatio] 
of  the  country. 

And  yet,  constitutionally  honest  as  he  was,  his  ministers  betrayed 
him  and  assassins  (not  yet  punished)  fired  on  him  on  a  bright  mooulil 
evening  in  one  of  the  most  frequented  and  brilliantly  lighted  street 
of  Madrid.  Possibly  if  Prim  had  not  been  assassinated  in  the  streei 
(by  men,  they  also  not  yet  punished),  Spain  might  have  been  save^ 
from  her  extremest  days  of  misery,  the  cantonal  insurrection,  bat  thai 
is  doubtful,  since  the  misfortunes  of  Spain  and  of  Ouba  are  condition] 
of  the  nationai  character,  as  manifested  alike  in  Spain  and  in  all  Span 
ish  America. 

For,  let  me  repeat,  the  governors  and  the  governed,  aQ  the  same  i^ 
race,  and  with  defects  aggravated  in  the  latter  by  tropical  life  and  bj 
association  with  slaves,  are  at  least  equally  to  blame  for  the  calamitiei 
of  Cuba. 

In  fine,  looking  at  the  subject  firom  the  point  of  view  of  the  Intereeti 
of  the  United  States,  which  alone. is  of  account  in  the  foce  of  a  oivi 
contest  where  both  i^arties  are  dei^  to  the  counsels  of  friendship  and  tK 
oonsiderations  of  sympathy  and  humanity,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  ha v< 
much  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain  by  compromising  ourselvea  in  the  mat 
ter  of  Cubai  it  being  superabundantly  evident  that^  whether  as  ti 
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Lopez  aud  his  oompanions  laboring  professedly  to  betray  their  country 
to  a  foreign  nation  for  the  promotion  of  slavery,  or  in  the  case  of  Aldama 
and  his  associates,  laboring  to  betray  it  to  the  same  nation  for  the  grati- 
fication of  personal  resentment  and  ambition,  they  all  have  but  one 
thoaght  as  respects  ns,  namely,  to  make  a  cat's-paw  of  onrOovernment, 
while  ready  to  emulate,  on  the  earliest  possible  opportunity,  the  "sub- 
*  lime  ingratitude"  of  Schwartzenberg. 

I  have,  etc,  0.  Oushuvg. 


Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  Cushing, 

ITo.  401«]  Dbpartment  op  State, 

Washington,  Augvst  i,  1876, 

Sib:  Your  dispatches  Nos.   1026,^  1026,^  1027,   1028,^  1029,   1030," 
1031, ^  1032,»  1033,1  and  1034  ^  have  been  received. 

With  reference  to  No.  1027,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  American  Peace  Union  and  yourself  on  the  subject  of  a 
board  of  arbitration  between  Spain  and  the  insurgent  Cubans,  I  have 
to  state  that  your  course  as  therein  set  forth  is  approved. 
Iam,etOii 

Hamilton  Fish. 


AUSTRIA, 

Mr,  Fish  to  Mr,  OrtK 

No.  38,  of  November  15, 1875,  and  telegram  of  Decemljer  13,  1875. 
Sjime  as  No.  756,  of  November  15, 1875,  and  telegram  of  December  6, 
iJilo,  to  Mr.  Washburne,  pp.  98,  99.) 


Mr.  Orth  to  Mr,  Fish, 

50.75.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  December  14,  1875^ 

SiB:  This  morning  I  recdved  the  following  telegram,  dated  Wash* 
ington,  December  13, 1875 : 

Froeeod  m  instmcted  in  No.  38. 

Accordingly,  I  repaired  to  the  office  of  the  imperial  royal  ministry  for 
foreign  affairs  to  seek  an  interview  with  Gount  Andr^ssy,  but  learned 
from  Baron  Hofmann,  <<  sections  chef,"  or  assistant  secretary  of  foreign 
affairs,  that  Count  Andrdssy  was  somewhat  indisposed  |  that  he  is  now 
ill  Budapest,  but  is  expected  to  return  tomorrow.  I  informed  Baron 
Hofmann  that  I  was  instructed  by  the  President  to  make  a  confidential 
uomfflanication  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  he  replied  that  I 
eould,  if  it  suited  my  convenience,  have  an  interview  for  such  purpose 
'>n  Thursday,  at  12  o'clock,  with  Gount  Andr^ssy,  or,  should  the  Gount 
still  be  indisposed,  then  with  Baron  Hofmann.  I  shall,  therefore,  on 
next  Tharsday,  as  instructed,  communicate  'instruction  No.  266  to  Mr. 
Cashing,  United  States  minister  at  Madrid,"  contained  in  your  dispatch 
So.  38,  of  date  November  15, 1875. 

I  have,  etc.,  Godlovb  S.  Orth. 

9  '  Not  printed* 
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Iff.  Orth  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

Vienna,  December  16, 187S, 

InBtmctioii  oommanicated.    Answer  next  week.    Probably  nnsati 
fiu^tory. 


Jfr.  Orth  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Ko.  78.]  Legation  of  the  XJnitb]>  States, 

Vienna  J  December  16, 1876. 

Sm :  In  my  dlspatoh  l^o.  75  of  day  before  yesterday  I  stated  tb  ^ 
my  interview  with  the  Imperial  Boyal  minister  of  foreign  affairs  wi 
arranged  for  this  day  at  12  o'clock.  I  accordingly  repaired  to  tl 
foreign  office,  where  I  met  Baron  Hofmann^  who  informed  me  that  Com 
Andr^ssy  had  returned  from  Budapest  stdl  somewhat  indisposed,  hx 
that  he  was,  by  prevlonB  arrangement,  having  a  consultation  with  tl 
ambassadors  from  Glermany  and  Bussia  with  reference  to  the  propose 
action  of  the  three  powers  in  the  matters  connected  with  the  insorre 
tion  in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina;  that  these  matters,  in  which  tl 
Austro-Hungarian  Government  had  such  direct  and  immediate  in  teres 
would  probably  occupy  the  entire  attention  of  Oount  Andr&ssy  for  sei 
ersJ  days;  that  for  these  reasons  the  Count  regretted  very  much  tbj 
he  could  not  receive  in  person  the  communication  I  was  instructed  fa 
the  President  to  make  to  his  Government,  and  that,  in  order  to  avoj 
further  delay  in  receiving  such  communication,  he  had  authorized  Baro 
Hofmann  to  receive  the  same  for  him.  Thereupon  I  informed  Baro 
Hofmann  that  the  communication  I  was  instructed  by  the  President  \ 
make  to  the  Austro-Hungarian  Qovemment  had  reference' to  the  anfoi 
tnnate  condition  of  affairs  now,  and  for  several  years  past,  erLstiQ 
between  the  Government  of  the  tlnited  States  and  that  of  Spain,  groi 
ing  out  of  the  insurrection  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

Tliat  such  contest  had  now  continued  between  Spain  and  her  ooloq 
for  the  period  of  about  seven  years,  characterized  by  violations  of  tl 
rules  of  civilized  warfare,  by  pillage,  by  wanton  destruction  of  proi 
erty,  and  was  threatening  the  desolation  of  a  large  and  most  fortij 
island,  in  close  proximity  to  our  own  shores,  and  in  whose  peace,  proi 
perity,  and  commerce  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  a  mo^ 
direct  and  immediate  interest. 

That  the  unhappy  contest  thus  long  waged  between  Spain  and  tb 
insurrectionary  forces  in  Ouba  still  continues  unabated  and  with  n 
present  prospect  of  a  termination. 

That  during  the  years  of  this  conflict  citizens  of  the  United  Stat« 
had  frequently  suffered  in  person  and  estate  from  the  lawless  acts  c 
the  parties  engaged  therein,  and  that  the  Spanish  Government,  aftc 
frequent  representations  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  Unites 
States,  had  not  been  able,  or  willing,  to  compensate  such  citizens  fo 
losses  incurred  and  damages  sustained,  nor  could  the  Spanish  Govern 
ment  give  any  reliable  assurance  of  immunity  from  sooh  acts  in  tU 
ftitnre. 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  no  nlterior  or  selflsl 
motives  in  this  matter,  and  no  desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  dii 
tracted  internal  condition  of  Spain,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  eai 
nest  desire  of  the  President  that  there  should  be  *<a  termination  of  thi 
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disastrous  oonfiict  in  Onba  by  the  spontaneooB  aotion  of  Spain,  or  by 
the  agreement  of  the  parties  thereto." 

After  this  preliminary  statement  to  Baron  Hofinann,  I  proceeded  to 
read  to  him  the  instruction  No.  266,  of  date  November  5, 1875,  addressed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Gushing,  United  States  minister  at 
Madrid*  The  Baron  listened  with  marked  attention  to  tiie  statement 
and  '^instruction,''  taking  notes  of  the  principal  points  contained  in 
each. 

He  then  remarked  that,  personally,  he  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
eyerything  pertaining  to  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  desired  me  to  say  to  the  President  that  the  Austro-Hun- 
garian  Government  felt  a  continaing  fiiendship  for  that  of  Uie  United 
States,  and  everything  pertaining  to  its  honor  and  prosperity,  and  that 
I  should  eonvey  to  the  President  the  thanks  of  this  Government  for 
the  firank  manner  in  which  he  had  caused  to  be  brought  to  its  attention 
the  delicate  and  critical  relations  now  existing  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Spain,  and  expressing  a  sincere 
hope  on  the  part  of  his  Government  that  the  Mendship  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain  might  not  suffer  even  temporary  interrupjtion 
in  consequence  of  the  causes  arising  from  the  present  unhappy  state  of 
^airs  existing  between  Spain  and  her  ancient  colony. 

I  thereupon  veutnred  to  suggest  that  it  might  be  consistent  with  the 
views  of  the  AustroHungarian  Government,  in  the  interest  of  humanity 
and  of  peace,  and  in  the  spirit  of  that  good-fellowship  so  long  existing 
between  Austria  and  Spain,  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  tiie  latter 
Crovernment  the  imjiortance  to  her  of  the  termination,  of  her  own  voli- 
tion, OT  with  the  concurrence  of  her  insurgent  subjects,  of  a  contest 
ah*eady  waged  for  seven  long  years,  and  thus  far  without  any  reason- 
able prospect  of  being  ended  by  the  fioirther  efi^usion  of  blood  or  waste 
of  treasure. 

The  Baron  replied  that  from  the  communication  I  had  made  he  felt 
that  he  fully  comprehended  the  present  position  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  in  this  matter;  that  he  should  make  a  full  brief  of 
the  case  for  the  consideration  of  Count  Andr^ssy  and  the  Imperial 
and  Boyal  ministerial  council,  bat  should  Oount  Andrdssy  desire  fuller 
information  he  would  not  hesitate  to  apprise  me  and  request  a  future 
interview  for  that  purpose,  to  which  I  rejoined  that  it  would  afford  me 
pleasure  at  any  time  to  comply  with  Count  Andrissy's  wish  in  this 
renpect. 

That,  occupying  a  subordinate  position  himself,  he  could  not  under- 
take to  say  what  might  be  the  view  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  my  suggestion,  but  he  might  be  permitted  to  add 
that  inasmuch  as  the  position  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
as  set  forth  in  the  instruction  No.  266,  had  been  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Spanish  Gk)vemment  by  Mr.  Cushing,  it  was  not  improbable 
that  the  Spanish  Government,  through  its  minister  at  Vienna,  would 
's\m  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Gov- 
erument«  and  using  as  he  sald^  ^^a  common  expression,"  there  are  gen- 
erally <Hwo  sides  to  a  question."  That  he  meant,  however,  by  this 
expression  only  to  say  that  his  Government  might,  out  of  deference  at 
least  to  the  Government  of  Spain,  desire  to  hear  from  its  representative 
before  forming  any  judgment  or  expressing  any  opinion  upon  a  matter 
so  gravely  affecting  the  iutnre  peace  of  both  countries. 

He  added  farther,  that  it  was  at  all  times  a  most  delicate  matter  for 
cmegovemment  to  volunteer  suggestions  to  another  regarding  its  action, 
withigfiarence  to  which  the  *^  suggesting  Qovemment'  had  no  immedi- 
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ste  interest  That,  as  I  was  well  aware,  the  Anstro-Hangarian  Gk>l 
emment  ^^had  its  hands  fall"  in  the  present  troables  on  her  sonthex 
border  (alluding  to  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina),  and  that  she  might  deei 
it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  refrain  from  even  a  suggestion  in  which  ah 
had  only  an  interest  in  common  with  other  Governments. 

That  these  were  to  be  taken  by  me  only  as  his  own  ideas,  and  not  fl 
indicating  what  might  be  the  views  of  his  Government  after  a  mo^ 
thorough  examination  of  the  question  in  all  its  phases,  but  he  desire 
espedfiJly  to  impress  me  with  the  fact  that  the  Austro-Hungarian  Gk>i 
emment  entertained  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  utmoc 
respect  and  friendship,  with  best  wishes  for  her  continued  peace  wit 
the  other  nations  of  the  world,  and  a  continuance  in  that  career  of  pro^ 
perity  that  has  thus  far  distinguished  her  history,  and  that  I  should 
at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  be  informed  in  writing  as  to  the  ooi 
elusion  to  which  his  Government  should  arrive  in  the  premises. 
I  ha  ve,  etc^ 

Gk)DLOVE  S.  OSTO. 


Mr.  Orth  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegnm.] 

Vienna,  January  12j  1876. 
Andriasy  requests  copy  of  Ouban  dispatch.    Shall  I  comply  t 

Obth. 


Mr.  Orth  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  90.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna^  Ja/nuary  13y  1876. 

Sib:  I  have  been  waiting  patiently  for  the  reply  of  the  Austro-Hui 
garian  Government  to  the  note  on  the  Cuban  question,  which  I  wa 
instructed  to  bring  to  its  notice,  and  which  reply  in  writing  was  promises 
at  an  early  day,  as  I  advised  you  in  my  No.  78. 

On  the  8th  instant  I  received  a  copy  of  the  Daily  (London)  Teleg^apl 
in  which  I  found  a  telegram  sent  from  this  city  on  the  4th  instant,  relal 
ing  to  this  subject,  which  is  attached  hereto. 

This  telegram  speaks  in  a  tone  of  official  inspiration,  and  mention 
facts  which  its  author  could  hardly  have  divined.  My  first  impnl^ 
was  to  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the  ministry  of  foreign  afEairs,  an^ 
learn  whether  it  be  true  as  stated  that  ''the  Austrian  Ooveminen 
*  *  *  will  not  reply  to  the  long  American  dispatch,  which  was  onl; 
read  to  the  Austrian  minister  for  foreign  affairs,'^  etc. 

Upon  reflection,  however,  I  deemed  it  the  wiser  course  to  await  th 
fdrther  action  of  the  ministry. 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  state  that  Oount  Andrtosy  is  still  a 
Budapest  in  conference  with  the  ministries  of  the  two  GK>vernment8  c 
Austria  and  Hungary,  as  advised  in  my  No.  88,  and  will  probabl] 
remain  there  two  or  three  weeks,  as  there  is  at  present  no  immediati 
prospect  of  a  settlement  of  the  difflculties  now  engaging  their  atteu 
tion.  And  in  addition  to  this,  the  ^'Bastem  question '^  is  so  eonstantlj 
engrossing  his  attention  that  it  is  very  doubtftd  wheUier  I  can  sooi 
obtain  a  personal  interview  with  Oount  Andr4ssy  upon  this  subject. 

Hearing  nothing  from  the  Imperial  and  Boyal  ministry  on  the  subject 
of  the  Ouban  note,  I  repaired  yesterday  to  the  foreign  offloe  and  had  i 
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lOBiewbat  lengthy  interview  with  Baron  Hofinann.  I  commenced  the 
interview  by  stating  that  for  certain  sufficient  reasons  the  President 
wonld  be  pleased  to  receive  an  answer  as  promised  firom  this  (the  Baron's) 
Government,  with  reference  to  the  note  I  had  the  honor  of  reading  to 
him  at  onr  last  interview,  .  The  Baron  replied  by  stating  that  tiie  atten- 
tion of  Count  Andr^sy  had  been,  and  still  is,  so  thoroughly  engrossed 
with  important  matters — ^the  Eastern  question  and  differences  in  Hun- 
gary— ^immediately  affecting  his  own  Government  that  he  had  not  been 
able  as  yet  to  consider  the  matter  I  had  brought  to  his  attention.  That 
the  Count  was  very  desirous  of  having  a  copy  of  the  Cuban  note  so  that 
he  could  carefully  examine  it  before  giving  any  answer.  To  which  I 
responded  that  my  instructions  merely  authorized  me  to  read  it  to  him. 
The  Baron  then  proceeded,  stating  that  after  our  last  interview  he  had 
an  interview  with  the  Spanish  envoy,  the  Duke  de  Tetuan,  on  the  sub- 
ject, who  informed  him  that  the  Spanish  Government  was  exceedingly 
anxious  to  suppress  the  revolt  in  Cuba,  and  was  only  awaiting  the  final 
overthrow  of  the  Carlist  insurrection  to  stod  an  armament  of  sufficient 
strength  to  Cuba  to  restore  tranquillity  to  the  island. 

The  Baron  further  stated  that  whatever  might  be  the  views  of  his 
Government  on  thi8que8tion,they  were  notprepared  to  take  the  initiative, 
and  hence  had  soon  after  my  last  interview  entered  into  correspondence 
with  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany,  and  Bussia 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  views  and  intentions,  and  had  also 
fully  communicated  their  action  in  the  premises  to  their  envoy  at  Wash- 
ington. That  thus  far  they  had  not  received  any  response  from  either 
of  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  France,  or  Bussia,  letting  me 
infer  that  the  Gisrman  Government  had  made  a  response,  although  he 
(the  Baron)  did  not  expressly  say  so. 

At  this  point  I  called  his  attention  to  the  telegram  in  the  London 
Telegraph  which  seems  to  state  with  the  positiveness  of  authority  that 
no  answer  would  be  given  by  the  Austrian  Government.  After  examin- 
ing the  telegram  very  attentively,  the  Baron  with  some  warmth  replied 
that  it  was  untrue  that  such  was  the  position  of  his  Government. 
He  reiterated  that  his  Government  would  not  take  the  initiative,  and 
especially  did  they  desire  to  know  the  views  of  Great  Britain,  which, 
of  all  European  Governments  (with  the  exception  of  Spain),  was  most 
directly  and  immediately  interested  in  the  Cuban  question. 

A^n  he  expressed  the  desire  of  Count  Andr&ssy  to  have  a  copy  of 
the  Cuban  note,  when  I  replied  that  I  would  advise  you  by  telegram, 
as  I  did  soon  after  leaving  the  foreign  office,  of  such  desire,  and  be 
governed  by  your  direction  in  the  premises. 

I  have,  etc.,  Oodlove  Obth. 


[Inelosrr*  1  lit  No.  90.->Ezti«ot  from  the  Dally  (London)  Tolegrapb,  Juraazy  ft,  IBTtw] 

VoBNNA,  Januarjf  4, 

Th«  oabinei  of  Madrid  learned  in  the  middle  of  Deoember,  from  a  confidential 
quarter,  the  contents  of  the  oircular  note  of  the  United  States  Goyemment  to  the 
Kuropeao  Powers  relative  to  Cnba.  It  thereapon  instructed  its  representatives 
abroad  to  explain  to  the  Governments  to  which  they  are  accredited  that  the  Cnban 
qoestioa  was  not  one  only  of  American  bat  of  European  interest.  Complications 
btiwecD  America  and  Spain  might  have  incalculable  consequenees  for  Europe.  In 
the  fintpla«se,  they  would  encourage  the  Carlists  to  make  a  prolonged  resistance,  and 
xeriro  tfia  hopes  of  the  Federalist  Republicans  and  Socialists  in  Spain.  The  Austrian 
OoreniBMnt  received  tiiese  declarations  in  a  friendlv  manner,  and  wiU  not  reply^  to 
the  long  Aneriean  dispatch^  which  was  only  read  to  die  Austrian  minister  for  foreign 
•firing  and  whkh^  monover.  not  only  repudiates  any  intention  of  annwTing  CnlMt» 
Wn  In  SMlity  oontaina  no  dsfiniie  otmolusionB. 
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Ur.  Fish  to  Mr.  Orfk. 

(Telegram.] 

Washzngtok,  January  14^  1S76. 
Obth,  Minigter^  Vienna: 

Copies  two  sixty-six  not  famished  other  Oovemments,  nor  oommani 
eated  here.  Vienna  papers  first  published  purport  after  your  interviewj 
Give  information  on  any  point,  but  prefer  at  present  not  to  give  copy 

Visa^  Searetarif. 


Ur.  Orth  to  Mr.  FisK 

No.  91.]  Legation  of  the  Unitbd  Stateb, 

Viennay  Ja/nuary  17 j  1676. 

Sib  :  On  Satarday  morning,  the  15th  instant,  I  received  irom  you  the 
following  cable  telegram,  which  I  have  translated  as  follows: 

CopieB  two  siztj-Biz  not  fdnuBhed  other  Govemments  nor  commonioated  here^ 
yienna  papers  fint  pnbliBhed  purport  after  your  interview.  Give  information  ofl 
any  point,  oat  prefer  at  present  not  to  giye  copy. 

This  afternoon  I  called  at  the  foreign  office,  and  finding  Oouni 
Andr&ssy  still  absent  at  Budapest,  I  informed  Baron  Hofmann  that  I 
had  received  an  answer  firom  you  and  that  you  ^^  preferred  at  present 
not  to  give  copy''  of  Ko.  266.  The  Baron  made  no  special  remark  fur^ 
ther  than  to  say  the  copy  was  desired  by  Oount  Andr&ssy  rather  thao 
by  himself. 

With  reference  to  that  portion  of  your  telegram  which  says, "  Yiennd 
papers  first  published  purport  after  your  interview j"  I  will  state  tha^ 
some  of  the  papers  of  this  cily  during  the  first  week  in  this  month  pubi 
Ushed  extracts  ^m  some  Parisian  pax>er  indicating  that  our  Govern^ 
ment  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  several  Powers  in  Europe  on  th« 
subject  of  Cuba  without  giving  any  very  distinct  idea  of  the  contents 
of  such  note;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  the  Presse,  of  thifl 
city,  which  is  understood  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  ministry  herei 
published  the  following  telegram  from  London,  dated  January 


Renter's  Agenoy  reports  from  New  York  that  in  the  note  of  the  Goremmentof  the 
United  States  addressed  to  the  Powers  relative  to  Cuba,  the  nnioB  of  Cnha  and 
Pnerto  Bioo  onder  one  Spanish  Govemor-General  is  proposed — 

and  on  the  same  day  it  had  a  leading  editorial,  based  apparently  ui>on 
the  foregoing  telegram,  in  which,  however,  it  alludes,  at  least  inciden- 
tally, to  the  note--doubtles8  meaning  No.  26d— and  gives  its  views  at 
length  upon  the  Ouban  question. 

This  editorial  assumes  more  importance  than  it  otherwise  would  firom 
the  fact,  as  stated  above,  that  it  is  said  to  enjoy  the  confidence*  and! 
hence  may  be  regarded  as  somewhat  reflecting  the  views,  or  the 
ministry. 

I  attach  hereto  the  original,  as  well  as  translations  of  said  editorial 
and  also  of  said  telegram. 

I  have,  eto,9  Godlotb  B.  Obxh. 
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(InelosiiM  1  fm  Vo.  tl.^Tnuialfttio]i  /yom  the  PiesM  of  WadnMcUy,  Jftniury  8|  lf7C] 

KOBTH  AMBBICA  AND  CUBA. 

KorUi  Amerioa  labors  yigoroiiBly  and  incessantly  to  make  the  Cuban  qaestion  an 
international  one,  and  to  elevate  it  to  the  position  of  a  burning  one  before  the  Spanish 
arms  can  succeed  in  making  it  disappear  from  the  world.  *  To-day  it  is  announced  by 
telegram  from  New  York  that  the  note  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Powers  relative  to  Cubaproposed  the  union  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Bico  under  one  Spanish 
j^vemor-general.  The  European  diplomacy,  which  was  enlightened  with  the  hear- 
ing of  tile  extraordinarily  lonff  American  document — a  copy  of  the  same  was  not 
left — ^might  be  not  disagreeably  astonished  to  learn  what  actually  might  be  the 
small  meaning  of  the  long  discourse.  The  omission  of  every  conclusion  in  the  dooa- 
mentof  Mr.  Mcretary  Fish  was.  until  now  every  where  remarked;  he  had  hitherto 
excused  the  European  Qovemments  from  the  duty  of  giving  an  answer  to  the  Wash- 
ington Government,  and  the  Madrid  Government  did  not  this  time  require,  as  witii 
the  message  of  President  Grant,  to  answer  with  a  formal  memorandum.  Substan- 
tially, thelong  and  dhort  of  the  American  note  was  to  the  effect  that  the  insurrection 
in  Cnna  must  come  to  an  end.  It  was  careful  to  represent,  in  constantly  recurring 
phrases,  that  no  individual  interest  of  any  kind  had  actuated  the  United  States,  who 
positively  had  not  the  least  thought  of  appropriating  the  Pearl  of  the  Antilles. 

Here  and  there  the  idea  is  brought  forward  that  the  creation  of  a  certain  autonomy 
for  Cuba  was  to  be  recommended,  but  as  to  a  formal  proposition  to  the  Powers  to 
unite  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  under  one  Spanish  governor-general,  it  is,  to  the  best  oi 
our  knowledge,  not  mentioned.  Such  a  proposition  would  not  have  tiie  slightest 
prospect  of  success  either  with  Spain  herself  or  with  the  Powers.  In  the  first  place, 
)t  does  not  appear  how  such  a  union  of  the  two  Antilles  would  solve  the  question  for 
which  alone  the  Washington  Government  is  desirous  of  interesting  the  Powers,  nor 
how  it  eould  produce  an  end  to  the  insuijection  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  Then  all 
European  powers,  without  exception,  would  reflect  twice  before  they  would  with  such 
»  proposition  so  deeply  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  a  foreign  nation.  But  as  * 
regards  8pain  herself,  it  is  exclusively  the  affair  of  her  army,  in  the  first  place,  fully 
to  aoppress  the  insurrection  in  Cuba,  and  the  affair  of  the  future  Cortes  to  durably 
regulate  the  relations  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country.  Still  less  than 
any  one  of  the  former  Governments  would  that  of  Kin^  Alphonso  permit  laws  to  be 
dictated  to  It  from  abroad  in  an  affair  so  eminently  national. 

Tlie  Snropean  Powers  are  at  the  present  time  accurately  informed  what  stand- 
point the  Spanish  Government  occupies  in  opposition  to  the  ar^ments  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government.  It  was  easy  for  the  representatives  of  Spam  abroad  to  reply  to 
the  pretense  of  the  Washington  Government  that  the  Spanish  war  force  would  find 
it  impossible  to  subdue  the  insurgents  in  Cuba,  by  producing  the  declarations  in 
Qraars  message  that  these  insurgents  were  without  everything  which  could  entitle 
them  to  recognition  as  belligerents.  When  the  insurgents  to-day,  after  six  years' 
sffortB,  were  unable  to  occupy  any  other  territory  other  than  forests  without  roads, 
and  UBfrttitiul  and  unhealthy  swamps,  and  not  a  single  locality  having  more  than 
200  inhabitants,  thus  it  becomes  manliest— and  herein  the  Spanish  diplomacy  accred> 
tted  to  the  ibreign  Powers  successfully  weakens  the  chief  argument  of  the  Govem- 
loent  at  Waahingtim — why,  according  to  the  statistical  proon,  could  both  the  State 
reveaae  of  Spain  from  Cuba,  as  well  as  the  commerce  ox  America  with  the  Island, 
constantly  and  very  largely  increase  in  spite  of  the  insurrection?  On  the  other 
handy  Spain  raises  tne  simple  question  why  Just  now  as  order  is  bein^  firmly  restored 
in  the  mother  county,  and  the  prospect  of  an  early  end  of  the  Carlist  war  presents 
itself,  and  thereby  the  possibility  is  apparent  of  concentrating  all  her  forces  for 
rappreseing  the  Cuban  insurrection — ^why  now  the  Washington  Government  preaches 
to  tne  world  that  tiie  insurrection  in  Cuba  must  come  to  an  end,  and  why  this  was  not 
then  done  when  the  revolution  in  Andalusia,  the  Canton  insurrection  in  Carthagena, 
snd  the  ^vU  war  in  the  north,  seemed  really  to  deprive  the  Madrid  Government  of 
the  possibility  of  terminating  the  contest  with  Cuba. 

MovBOTor,  the  representatives  of  Spain  abroad  suocessfWy,  and  in  accordance 
wi^  the  instmctions  of  their  Government,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  this 
sfiair  not  only  a  question  of  American  but  one  of  decidedly  European  interest  was 
Affected.  Penons  may  estimate  as  they  will  the  argument  that  Spain  represents  in 
Cuba  European  interests  and  culture;  it  could  not  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
Enrapean  powers  if  the  attack  of  America  against  Spain  should  bring  a  moral  and 
aateoal  assi stance  to  tiie  Carlists  and  if  the  Spanish  republicans  in  the  undoubted 
raaewal  of  their  agitation  should  render  it  evident  that  the  starry  banner  of  the 
Usiited  States  had  been  raised  in  hostility  against  Spain,  not  under  the  republic, 
bat  only  under  the  monarchy.  And,  finally,  whosoever  has  some  historical  remem- 
kraace  does  not  require  any  proof  tnat  a  serious  complication  between  America  and 
Bpafaa  (and  the  latter  would  not  hesitate  at  the  most  extreme  proceedings  in  order 
la  ntain  Imv  pOMMiion)  might  have  for  Europe  iaoalcQlable  ooaseqnenoes. 
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Mr.  lUk  to  Mr.  OrtlL 


Washingtoh,  January  20y  18Te. 
Obth,  MinuUr^  Vienna: 

May  give  copy  two  sixty-six  to  minister  if  desired. 

Fish,  Secretary, 


Mr.  Orih  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  9SL]  liBGATlOK  OP  THE  UnITBD  STATES, 

ViemnOj  January  21^  ISTe, 

SiE:  I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  telegran 
wluch  I  translate  as  follows: 

li»y  give  copy  two  sixty-six  to  minlBter  if  dsaired. 

As  Count  Andr^issy  desires  a  oopy  of  said  note,  I  shall,  as  tbu 
directed,  give  him  a  oopy  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  prepared. 
I  nave  the  honor,  etc, 

GOBLOVE  S.  O&XH. 


Mr.  Orik  to  Mr.  FUh. 

Ko.  94.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna^  January  24y  1876. 

SiB:  Pursuant  to  yonr  cable  telegram  of  the  20th  instant,  I  to-da] 
transmitted  to  the  Imperial  and  Boyal  minister  of  foreign  affairs  a  copj 
of  instruction  No.  266  to  Mr.  Gushing. 

Herewith  inclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  communication  to  Count  Andr&ss] 
accompanying  such  transmission. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc,  Oodlovb  S.  Obth. 


[]BolMiireliiKo.M.] 
Mr.  Orih  to  Cowmt  Andrdng. 

The  vndanigned,  MiToy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiaiy  of  the  United 
Btatee  of  Amerioa,  begs  leave  to  remind  Hie  Excellency  the  Count  Andrtfaey,  ministei 
of  the  imperial  house  and  Imperial  Royal  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  that  on  the  1611 
day  of  December,  1875,  in  pnrsnanoe  of  the  instmotions  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  imperial 
and  royal  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  by  reading  to  His  Excellenoy  the  Baron  voc 
Hofmann,  in  the  absence  from  this  city  of  His  Excellency  the  Count  Andrkssy,  a  copy 
of  the  instructions  of  the  President  to  his  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary at  Madrid  on  the  subject  of  the  relations  then  and  still  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  growing  out  of  the  unfortunate  sttnation  of  aftaim  in 
the  island  of  Cuba. 

At  a  subsequent  interview  with  Baron  von  Hofmann  on  this  aubjeot  he  informed 
the  undersigned  of  the  desire  of  His  Excellenoy  the  Count  AndrlSssy,  to  be  famished 
with  a  oopy  of  said  instructions,  with  which  desire  the  undersigned  was  not  at  lib> 
erty  to  comply,  and  so  informed  the  Baron  von  Hofmann:  but  the  undersigued  at  the 
same  time  remarked  that  he  would  communicate  with  ais  Government  and  adviii 
the  President  of  the  desire  of  His  Excellency  the  Count  Andr^bsy  in  this  respect. 

The  undersigned  has  now  the  honor  to  inform  his  excellenoy  that  be  has  had  such 
oommuuication  with  his  Government,  and  he  is  instructed  by  the  Prosideut  to  foT'l 
uish  to  his  excel lencv  a  oopy  of  the  said  instructions,  which  copy  the  uuderaigned 
hat  now  tho  honor  of  herewith  inolosing. 
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In  making  this  commonication  to  his  excellency  the  nadenigned  is  instructed  by 
the  President  to  assnre  liis  excellency  that  it  is  the  sincere  and  earnest  desire  of  the 
President  for  the  termination  of  the  disastrous  conflict  in  Cnba,  by  the  spontaneous 
sction  of  Spain,  or  by  the  agreement  of  the  parties  to  said  conflict.  And  the  under- 
signed is  further  instructed  to  say  to  his  excellency  that,  should  the  Government  of 
His  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty  find  it  consistent  with  its  views  to  urge  upon  Spain 
the  im}>ortanoe  and  necessity  of  either  terminating  or  abandoning  this  contest,  which 
DOW,  after  a  continuance  of  seven  years,  has  not  advanced  toward  a  prospect  of  suc- 
ce^ss  on  either  side,  but  which  is  characterized  by  cruelties,  by  violations  of  the  rules 
of  civilized  modem  warfare,  by  pillage,  desolation,  and  wanton  incendiarism, 
tbrcatoning  the  industry,  capacity,  and  production  of  an  extended  and  fertile  coun- 
try, the  President  believes  that  the  fUendly  expression  of  such  views  to  Spain  by 
the  Government  of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty  might  lead  that  Government  to  a 
dispassionate  consideration  of  the  hopelessness  of  the  contest,  and  tend  to  the  earlier 
restoration  of  peace  and  happiness  to  Cuba,  if  not  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
of  the  world. 

The  nndertllgned  need  hardly  add  that  such  a  course  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty  would  be  exceedingly  gratifying  to  the 
United  States,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
every  commercial  nation  and  of  humanity  itself. 

The  undersigned  is  further  instructed  distinctly  to  assure  His  Excellency  the  Count 
Andr^ssy  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  not  actuated  by  any  ulterior 
or  selfish  motives  in  this  matter,  nor  has  it  any  desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  dis- 
tracted condition  of  Spain,  but  rather  to  induce  her  of  her  own  accord  to  seek  an 
s^Qstment  of  the  contest  now  existing  between  her  and  her  colony. 
The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity,  etc., 

GODLOVS  S.  Orth. 

Ligation  ov  ths  UmTSD  States, 

Vienna,  January  £4, 1876, 


Mr.  Orth  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  96.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  January  29,  1876. 

Sir:  I  was  somewhat  surprised  this  morning  while  reading  the  Lon- 
don Telegraph  of  the  27tb  instant  to  find  in  it  what  purported  to  be 
a  telegram  from  this  city  of  date  January  26,  and  which  I  herewith 
indose. 

The  matter  is  probably  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  Imperial  and  Eoyal  ministry  for  foreign  affairs,  yet  1 
deem  it  proper  to  apprise  you  of  it  and  to  add  the  remark  that  it  seems 
somewhat  strange  that  the  Imperial  and  Boyal  ministry  for  foreign 
affairs  should  not  be  more  reticent  with  reference  to  interviews  between 
it  and  foreign  Governments,  for  I  feel  sure  that  it  is  only  through  some- 
one connected  with  the  foreign  office  here  that  these  matters  are  thus 
paraded  in  the  public  press. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc,  Godlovs  S.  Obth. 


(Indotiurp  1«  Ho.  06.— Extract  Arom  the  London  Telegraph  of  January  27,  ISTC] 

UKITSD  STATES  AND  SPAIN. 
[Beater'e  telegram.] 

Vienna,  January  t6  {evening). 

The  United  BtatM  minlBter  here  haying  heen  oonfldentiaUy  asked  hy  the  Austrian 
foreigQ  office  to  leave  with  it  a  copy  of  Mr.  Fish's  note  concerning  Cuba,  in  order 
^i  aa  answer  might  eventually  oe  returned,  he  telegraphed  to  Washington  for 
QMtnietiona  and  received  a  reply  declining  the  request.  It  is  anderst<x>d  that 
>&otb«  aota  WMj  possibly  be  sent  at  a  fhtnre  period. 


138  AFFAIRS   IX   CUBA. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  OrtK 

No.  49.]  Depabthent  op  State, 

Wdahingtanj  February  9, 1876. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  90,  under  date  oj 
January  13,  and  which  reached  the  Department  on  the  4th  instant. 

You  inclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  appeared  in  the  London  Dail^ 
Telegraph,  sent  from  Vienna  on  the  4th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  cabinet 
in  Madrid  had  instructed  its  representatives  abroad  to  make  certaic 
explanations  to  the  Governments  to  which  they  were  accredited,  and 
that  the  Austrian  Government  would  not  reply  to  the  American  dis^ 
patch,  which  had  only  been  read  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 

You  state  that  on  January  12  you  repaired  to  the  ministry  of  forei^^ii 
affairs  and  commenced  the  interview  by  stating  that  for  certaia  soffit 
cient  reasons  the  President  would  be  pleased  to  receive  an  answer,  a« 
promised,  from  the  Austrian  Government,  and  that  later  in  the  inter^ 
view  you  called  Baron  Hofmann's  attention  to  the  telegram  referred  to, 
stating  that  no  answer  would  be  given. 

While  you  were  instructed  to  promptly  advise  the  Department  of  th^ 
result  of  your  interview  with  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  it  was  not 
intended  that  a  pressure  should  be  brought  upon  the  minister  to  far^ 
nish  you  witii  a  reply,  especially  when  it  was  intimated  that  the  Aus^ 
trian  Government  was  not  disx>osed  to  make  representations  at  Madrid « 

It  may  also  be  said  that  the  language  employed  by  you  might  have 
led  the  minister  to  suppose  that  some  new  instruction  addiressed  to 
you,  or  some  exigency  made  it  advisable  to  obtain  an  answer. 

You  were  instructed  to  read  266,  and  to  make  certain  verbal  repre- 
sentations in  so  doing,  and  it  was  not  contemplated  that  the  reply  to 
be  given  to  such  a  communication  would  be  in  writing. 

It  was  quite  competent,  however,  for  the  Austrian  Government  to 
reply  in  that  form  if  deemed  more  advisable— but  it  does  not  seem 
advantageous  at  the  present  time  and  in  view  of  the  present  situation 
of  the  question  to  press  for  any  formal  reply. 

I  am,  etc,  Hamilton  Fish. 


Ur.  Fish  to  Mr.  Orth. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  Febrvarp  14^  1876. 
Obth,  Minister j  Vienna: 

Your  ninety-four  received.  Your  instructions  did  not  contemplate  a 
written  communication  from  you  to  minister,  nor  to  press  for  a  formal 
answer. 

Fish,  Seeretary. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Orth. 

No.  60.]  Department  of  Statb, 

Washington^  February  lij  1876. 
Sir  :  Beferring  to  your  dispatches  relating  to  instruction  No.  266, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Gushing,  and  to  your  proceedings  pursuant  to  inBtnio- 
tion  No.  38,  the  Department  is  now  in  receipt  of  your  Na  M| 
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which  jroa  forward  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  foreign  o£Bce 
ander  date  of  January  24,  inclosing  a  copy  of  'So.  266  to  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs. 

By  instrnction  No.  38  yon  were  directed  to  make  certain  oral  state- 
ments in  person  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  on  reading  266,  and 
it  is  now  perceived  that  in  transmitting  a  copy  thereof  yon  have  for- 
mally repeated  in  the  note  the  oral  statement  which  yon  had  once  made 
to  Baron  Hofinann. 

On  receipt  of  yonr  telegram  that  a  copy  of  266  was  desired  by  the 
foreign  office,  a  reply  was  sent  to  the  effect  that  as  it  had  not  been 
given  to  other  Gkivemments,  it  was  preferred  not  to  give  a  copy  at  that 
time,  particularly  so,  as  very  shortly  after  your  interview  of  December 
16  Oie  purport  tiliereof  was  telegraphed  from  Vienna  and  given  to  the 
public. 

Congress  having  called  upon  the  President  for  the  correspondence, 
and  in  response  thereto  No,  266  being  about  to  be  communicated,  you 
were  then  authorized  to  give  a  copy  to  Count  Andr&ssy,  if  still  desired. 

It  was  expected  that  you  would  await  a  renewal  of  the  expression 
by  the  foreign  office  for  a  copy  before  giving  it,  and  it  was  not  antici- 
j»ated  that  in  delivering  such  copy  any  dept^ture  should  be  made  from 
the  personal  and  oral  mode  of  coikimunication  prescribed  in  the  original 
instruction. 

I  have  already  suggested,  under  date  of  February  9  and  in  my  tele- 
gram of  this  date,  that  it  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  ask  from  the  foreign 
office  a  formal  reply. 

I  am,  etc^  Hamilton  Fish. 

Mr.  Orth  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  W.)  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Vienna^  February  16j  1876. 

SiB:  I  am  in  receipt  of  telegram.  I  shall,  of  oourse,  not  ^<  press  for 
formal  answer." 

I  have  the  honor,  etc^ 

OoDLOYB  S.  Obth. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  OrA. 

Ka  61]  Depastment  op  State, 

Washington,  February  28 j  1876. 

Sol:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  95  under  date  of 
January  29,  with  which  you  inclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  appeared 
in  the  London  Telegraph  of  the  27th  of  January,  to  the  effect  that  upon 
being  asked  by  the  Austrian  foreign  office  for  a  copy  of  dispatch  266  in 
reference  to  Ouba^  you  had  requested  instructions,  and  a  reply  had 
been  received  declining  the  request. 

YoQ  state  your  surprise  that  such  matters  should  be  communicated 
by  the  foreign  office  at  Vienna,  from  whence  you  are  assured  the  infor- 
mation has  come.  I  have  to  say  in  reply  that  nearly  every  step  in  this 
matter  taken  by  yon  at  Vienna  has  in  like  manner  appeared  in  the 
poblie  prints  in  the  form  of  telegrams,  appearing  to  come  from  Vienna, 
to  the  London  papers  or  to  those  in  this  country. 

At  four  first  interview  the  facts  with  piurticularity  immediately 
Mpfmnd  in  the  papera,  and  I  am  quite  satiafled  that  a  telegram 
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appeared,  at  the  time  a  copy  of  266  waa  asked  for,  stating  that  yon 
asked  for  instructions. 

This  last  telegram  seems  to  complete  the  information. 

It  woald  be  quite  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the  foreigfn  office^  b 
some  convenient  season,  to  the  surprise  which  such  publications  hstv 
occasioned  in  this  country. 

In  my  telegram  of  the  14th  of  January  last,  declining  to  give  a  copj 
of  266  at  that  time,  and  in  the  statement  that  the  facts  concerning  t^la 
reading  of  that  dispatch  had  been  given  to  the  public,  I  referred  f 
the  telegram  concerning  your  first  interview. 

I  am,  etc,  Hamilton  Fish, 


Mr.  Orih  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  104.]  LsaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Vienna^  February  29 ^  187S» 

Sib:  While  at  the  ofSce  of  the  imperial  and  royal  ministry  of  forei^ 
affiairs  on  yesterday,  Count  Andr&ssy  remarked  to  me  that  he  had  rea»4 
with  much  interest  the  copy  of  the  Spanish  note  (referring  to  No.  266 
which  I  had  furnished  in  pursuance  to  instructions  and  inquired  whetbe 
it  was  expected  that  he  should,  on  behalf  of  his  Government,  presen 
any  reply. 

I  told  him  the  object  of  presenting  the  note  to  the  Government  of  HI 
Imperial  and  Boyal  Majesty  was  merely  for  information,  and  that  m; 
Government  did  not  expect  any  reply  thereto. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc^ 

GtoDLOYE  S.  Obtsu 


FRANCE. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  WasKbume.^ 

No.  766.]  Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  Hfovember  15^  1875. 

SiE:  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  an  instruction,  No«  266 
dated  the  5th  day  of  November  instant,  addressed  to  Mr.  Gushing,  tb< 
minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  which  sets  forth  at  length  t\xi 
considerations  which  have  led  this  Government  to  the  adoption  ot 
the  views  therein  expressed  concerning  the  condition  of  affidrs  in  Ouba 
It  is  believed  tiiiat  other  powers,  as  well  for  the  interests  of  their  owi 
subjects  or  citizens  as  for  the  sake  of  humanity  at  large,  will  recognize 
the  justice  thereof^  and  the  necessity  of  the  course  which  the  Presideni 
feels  it  his  duty  to  pursue. 

You  will  read  this  instruction  266,  or  state  orally  the  substance 
thereof,  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affiebirs  confidentially  (but  will  not  giv< 
a  copy  thereof),  and  will  assure  him  of  the  sincere  and  earnest  desire  oi 
the  President  for  a  termination  of  the  disastrous  conflict  in  Cuba  by  the 
spontaneous  action  of  Spain,  or  by  the  agreement  of  the  parties  thereto. 

You  will  ftirther  state  that  the  President  is  of  opinion  that  should 
the  Government  to  which  you  are  accredited  find  it  consistent  with 
its  views  to  urge  upon  Spain  the  importance  and  necessity  of  eithex 

1  Same  to  legfttUm  of  tho  Uaitod  Statos  »t  Berlin,  St.  Potonboigp  YioiiB*»  Bone, 
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terminfttiiig  or  abandoning  this  contest,  Tfhich  now,  after  a  eontinaanoe 
of  seven  years,  has  not  advanced  toward  a  prospect  of  snccess  on 
either  side,  but  which  is  characterized  by  cruelties,  by  violations  of  the 
rules  of  civilized  modem  warfare,  by  pillage,  desolation,  and  wanton 
incendiarism,  threatening  the  indnstiy,  capacity,  and  production  of  an 
extended  and  fertile  country,  the  Mendly  expression  of  such  views  to 
Spain  might  lead  that  Government  to  a  dispassionate  jconsideration  of 
the  hopelessness  of  the  contest,  and  tend  to  the  earlier  restoration  of 
peace  and  prosperity  to  Oaba,  ii  not  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
of  the  world. 

Such  a  course  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  which  you  are  accred- 
ited would  be  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President  conducive  to  the  interests  of  every  commercial 
nation,  and  of  humanity  itself. 

You  wUl  at  the  same  time  distinctly  state  that  this  Gk)vernment  is 
actuated  by  no  ulterior  or  selfish  motives,  and  has  no  desire  to  take 
advantage  of  the  distracted  condition  of  Spain,  but  rather  to  induce 
her  to  spontaneously  seek  an  adjustment  of  this  contest. 

I  need  not  impress  upon  you  the  confidential  nature  of  these  instruc- 
tions, nor  the  delicate  duty  which  is  imposed  upon  you. 

Similar  instructions  have  been  issued  to  the  representatives  of  the 
United  States  accredited  to  the  principal  European  powers. 

You  will  seek  an  early  interview  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
and  promptiy  advise  me  by  telegraph,  in  cipher,  of  the  result  thereof. 
I  am,  etc., 

Hamilton  Fish. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  instruction  was  prepared,  a  telegram  ^  has 
been  received  from  Mr.  Gushing,  which  renders  it  advisable  that  no 
steps  be  taken  by  you  to  communicate  instructions  JSo.  266,  as  directed, 
imtil  further  instructions  be  sent  you  by  telegraph. 

H.F. 


Mr.  Fiah  to  Mr.  Washburnef 

[Telegram.] 

WASHiNaTON,  Deeemher  6j  1875. 
WlSHBTTBira,  MiniiteTj  Paris: 

Proceed  as  instructed  in  'So.  766;  message  will  discountenance  recog« 
nition  of  belligerence  or  independence;  will  refer  to  continuance  of 
straggle,  and  intimate  that  mediation  or  intervention  by  other  powers 
will  be  an  ultimate  necessity  unless  adjustment  reached;  will  express 
willingness  to  mediate;  will  be  friendly  and  conciliatory  in  tone. 

Fish,  Secretary. 

'  Mr.  Cnflbing's  telegram,  dated  November  16,  here  referred  to,  broaght  eatieiaotory 
Mftnraneee  from  the  Spanish  GoYemment  npon  the  points  in  dispute.  It  is  printed 
in  Hoose  Ex.  Doc.  No.  90,  Forty-fonrth  Congress,  first  session. 

•Beprinted  from  Honse  Ex.  Doo.  No.  w^  Forty-fonrth  Congress,  first  session. 
Same  to  legation  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin,  and,  temder  date  of  December  13,  to 
the  lagatioos  «l  St.  PeteiBbiirgy  Vienna^  and  Biima. 
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Mr.  Hitt  to  Mr.  FUh. 

[Telegnm.] 

PABIS9  December  P,  1875 

Dake  Decazes  wishes  to  coDsalt  with  English  Gtovemment  bef< 
answering.  Thinks  Madrid  Government  so  weak  it  dares  not  Bet 
Ouban  question. 

EbTT,  OhargS, 

Mr.  Hitt  to  Mr.  Fitih. 

No.  1263.]  LBGhATION  OF  THE  TJiaTXD  STATES, 

Paria^  December  10^  1875. 

Sib  :  On  the  morning  of  Tuesday  the  7th  instant  I  had  the  honor 
receive  your  cipher  telegram,  addressed  to  Mr.  Washbume^  of  date  t! 
6th,  to  ^<  proceed  as  directed  in  dispatch  No.  756." 

Immediately  after  deciphering  the  telegram,  I  went  o  the  forei| 
office,  but  the  Duke  Decazes  ha^  gone  to  Versailles,  being  engaged 
the  debate  on  the  Egyptian  judiciary  reform  bill.  It  was  expected  tb 
the  debate  would  close  that  day,  and  that  I  could  have  an  intervie 
the  next.  The  debate  continued,  however,  and  the  Duke  having 
make  his  speech  the  next  day  closing  the  debate,  which  had  excited 
good  deal  of  public  interest,  he  desired  to  devote  his  whole  attentic 
to  that  subject.  Wednesday  he  was  therefore  at  Versailles,  but  sei 
me  word' that  he  would  hurry  back  after  the  session  and  see  me  at  ba 
past  5  Thursday,  when  I  accordingly  had  an  interview  with  him.  Th 
will  explain  the  delay. 

In  this  interview  I  stated  orally  the  substance  of  your  dispatch  1 
Mr.  Gushing  accompanying  your  No.  756:  the  long-continued  as 
unsatisfactory  correspondence  between  our  Government  and  that  < 
Spain  in  relation  to  the  questions  growing  out  of  the  strife  in  Gubi 
the  embargo  and  confiscation  of  estates  in  Cuba  belonging  to  oar  cit 
zens  and  the  failure  to  comply  with  the  stipulations  of  tiie  treaty  < 
1795;  the  delays  for  now  over  six  years  to  remedy  this  admitted  injni 
tice,  the  tardy  orders  of  the  home  Oovernment  being  disregarded  b 
the  colonial  authorities;  the  trial  by  courts-martial  of  American  cit 
zens  and  their  summary  punishment,  the  equally  unsatisfactory  resnl 
in  fact,  of  correspondence  with  successive  ministries;  the  failure  to  tt 
General  Burriel,  who  had  received  promotion  instead  of  punishment 
the  nature  of  the  war  in  Ouba,  involviug  so  much  injury  to  our  intei 
ests  and  entailing  a  constant  strain  upon  our  Government  in  maintaii 
ing  all  its  obligations,  of  which  it  has  been  scrupulously  careful;  th 
utter  hoi>elessness  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  Spain,  the  friendly  feelin 
of  our  Government,  and  its  earnest  and  unselfish  desire  to  see  an  en 
to  this  ruinous  struggle. 

At  this  point  I  stated  the  substance  of  that  part  of  the  President' 
message  which  relates  to  this  subject,  as  given  by  the  cable,  and  tbei 
communicated  to  him  the  opinion  of  the  President  that  if  France,  ii 
her  situation  specially  favorable  for  such  an  office,  should  see  fit  t 
urge  in  a  friendly  spirit  upon  Spain  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  sola 
tion  of  this  seven  years'  trouble,  by  either  abandoning  the  nseles 
struggle  or  in  some  way  adjusting  the  differences  with  the  Oubans,  i; 
might  be  received  in  a  dispassionate  spirit  and  lead  to  results  whici 
would  obviate  the  increasing  danger  or  further  complicationB  and  tenc 
to  the  preservation  of  peace;  and  that  our  Government  would  vie« 
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fliicli  an  act  on  the  part  of  oar  ancient  aUy  with  great  satiafiEUstion. 
This  iSj  briefly,  what  I  stated  with  more  detail  and  precision. 

The  Duke  Decazes  replied,  that  while  cordially  desiring  the  end  of 
the  strife  in  Oaba,  there  were  many  embarrassments  snrrounding  the 
proposition,  and  reason  to  apprehend  that^nch  a  suggestion  to  Spain 
woidd  be  firoitless.  He  had  been  informed  that  a  similar  presentation 
of  the  case  had  been  made  to  Lord  Derby,  and  asked  me  if  it  had  not 
heeu  made  in  the  same  terms. 

I  answered  that  I  did  not  know  that  the  proposition  had  been  made 
in  the  same  terms  precisely,  bnt  I  presumed  so. 

The  Duke  proceeded:  ^<Lord  Derby,  I  am  advised,  asked  for  time 
before  giving  a  categorical  answer.  I  wish  to  have  fiu:ther  communi- 
cation with  the  London  cabinet,  that  there  may  be  an  understanding 
between  us  on  the  subject;  and  therefore  I  will  defer  any  formal  answer 
tor  the  present.  The  question  is  one  of  a  very  delicate  nature,  and 
whatever  we  might  wish  to  see  done  at  Madrid,  or  that  Government 
might  be  disposed  to  do,  the  great  obstacle  to  any  result  lies  in  the 
weakness  (impuissance)  of  the  Oovernment  of  the  young  Alphonso. 
That  weakness  as  regards  this  particular  question  arises  from  a  general 
condition  (ensemble)  of  affairs  in  Spaiu.  Many  circumstances  together 
have  product  such  a  situation  that,  although  the  Spani^  Government 
might  wish  to  take  such  steps  as  were  proposed — tending  to  self-gov- 
ernment and  emancipation  in  Cuba — ^it  dare  not  do  it.  It  would  fall  if 
it  attempted  a  policy  which  could  be  used  against  it  with  the  Spanish 
people.  The  northern  provinces,  disturbed  by  the  Carlists,  and  Ouba 
with  Its  insurrection,  are  both  held  with  difficulty.  The  young  King's 
Government  must  move  with  exceeding  care.  Besides,  there  is  doubt 
of  the  power  of  the  home  Government  to  enforce  its  will.  Have  you 
not  just  told  me  of  one  of  its  decrees  in  regard  to  embargoed  estates 
that  was  disregarded  f 

I  replied:  ^< That  is  true;  but  the  Spanish  Government  is  the  only 
power  responsible  for  what  is  done  in  Cuba.  They  do  not  admit  that 
war  exists.  The  question,  however,  is  not  merely  what  will  suit  the 
special  interests  of  any  one,  but  it  concerns  the  preservation  of  the 
general  peace.  The  United  States  have  endured  the  condition  of  things 
I  have  described  for  seven  years.  Would  France  have  been  more 
patient  Y  Is  it  not  well  for  you,  situated  so  favorably,  to  try  in  the 
interest  of  mankind  to  end  a  state  of  things,  so  threatening  as  it  might 
become  in  the  event  of  another  Virginius  affair,  if  you  can  do  it  by  a 
£nendly  wordt" 

Hie  Doke  resumed:  ^<  I  appreciate  the  situation.  I  listened  to  your 
statement  with  the  deepest  attention;  but  the  question  is  grave  and 
surronnded  with  difficulties.  The  young  King  dare  not  commence  his 
reign  with  a  failure  (defaillance).  We  have  suffered  irom  the  strife  in 
Cuba  in  our  interests,  though  less  than  yon,  and  we  wish  it  were  ended. 
But  if  the  Spanish  Government  allowed  the  Oarlists  a  pretext  to  assume 
to  be  the  champions  of  the  preservation  of  the  colony  to  Spain,  it  would 
increase  its  embarrassments.  There  is  the  recent  letter  of  Don  Carlos, 
proposing  to  subdue  the  rebellion  in  Ouba;  the  Spanish  people  (ces 
paavi^s  diables  espagnols)  take  it  for  serious,  and  do  not  see  the  ridicu- 
lous side  of  it." 

'Die  Duke  asked  if  I  was  at  liberty  to  give  him  a  copy  of  your  dispatch. 
I  informed  him  that  my  instructions  were  to  read  or  state  orally  the 
oontents  to  him.  He  said  he  would  reduce  our  conversation  to  writing 
fixnn  memory,  and  send  me  a  copy  by  his  chef  du  cabinet  for  correction. 
He  asked  if  there  was  not  news  of  recent  accommodation  having  been 
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eflSwted.  I  told  him  that  the  newspaper  dispatch  referred  to  firoi 
Madrid  only  professed  to  give  the  substance  of  a  dispatch  from  t;L 
Spanish  minister,  assenting  to  oar  claim  for  a  trial  before  civil  tribaual 
and  defenders  for  Americans  arrested  in  Oaba,  in  conformity  with  t-L 
treaty  of  1795;  bat  that  twice  before  the  Spanish  Gt)yerDment  had,,  i 
particular  cases,  promised  to  carry  out  that  treaty  and  redress  siic! 
wrongs;  that  it  only  concerned  one  of  the  several  questions  pendiu^ 
and  not  the  general  question* 

lie  rcMumM,  describing  the  situation  of  Spanish  politics,  but  I  h»v 
given  above  all  that  fell  in  direet  response  or  reference  to  the  propoa 
tion  I  had  presented. 

I  have,  etc.,  S.  B.  Hitx. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  HiU. 

Na  775.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  January  7, 1876m 

Snt:  Your  Ko.  1263,  giving  the  statement  of  your  iuterview  with  tbi 
Duke  Decazes,  pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  my  No.  75C 
has  been  received. 

Your  statements  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  minister  of  forei^ 
affairs  No.  266  to  Mr.  Gushing  were  judicious  and  apposite,  and  you 
proceedings  as  reported  are  approved. 

No  definite  conclusion  seems  to  have  been  reached  by  the  minister  o 
foreign  affairs,  as  you  report  that  information  having  reached  the  Frencl 
Government  in  reference  to  the  communication  made  to  Lord  Derby  oi 
the  same  question,  the  Duke  Decazes  stated  that  he  desired  an  oppor 
tunity  to  consult  with  the  English  Government  as  to  the  course  whicl 
should  be  pursued. 

It  is  not  known  what  communication,  if  any,  has  taken  place  betweei 
Duke  Decazes  and  Lord  Derby.  General  Schenck,  however,  stated  in  i 
telegram  under  date  of  December  2  that  Lord  Derby  had  informed  bin 
that  while  his  Government  was  not  then  prepared  to  give  a  categorica 
answer  as  to  what  steps  would  be  taken,  at  the  same  time  he  was  will 
ing  to  say  that  his  Government  was  ready  to  cooperate  with  theIJnite<j 
States  in  such  way  as  might  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  troubles  in 
Cuba,  without  bringing  pressure  to  bear  upon  Spain  or  putting  forward 
such  proposals  as  would  certainly  be  rejected. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  as  to  the  condition  of  the  question,  and 
you  will  forward  to  the  Department  any  information  which  may  be 
obtained  in  reference  thereto,  and  in  case  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
has  communicated  to  you  no  conclusion  on  the  part  of  his  Government, 
you  will  take  a  suitable  occasion  again  to  delicately  call  his  attention 
to  the  matter. 

I  am,  eto^  Hamilton  Fibh. 


Mr.  HiU  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  1279.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris^  January  23^  1876. 

Sib  :  Last  evening  I  saw  the  Duke  Decazes  a  second  time  in  regard 
to  the  Ouban  question.  I  had  received  your  dispatch  No.  775  in  the 
morning,  and  during  the  course  of  the  day  took  occasion  to  ask  his 
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chef  da  cabinet  when  I  might  see  the  minister.    The  answer  came  at 
once  that  he  wonld  see  me  at  5  o'clock. 

In  this  interview  I  recalled  his  attention  to'  the  subject  of  our  con- 
versation a  month  ago,  and  said  that  I  did  not  come  to  ask  for  an 
answer  to  what  I  had  then  presented  nor  to  urge  it  upon  him  again ; 
but  he  had  remarked  that  he  desired  to  have  an  understanding  with 
Lord  Derby  before  giving  a  full  response;  I  had  been  informed  that 
Lord  Derby,  while  not  answering  categorically,  had  signified  the  readi- 
ness of  the  English  Government  to  cooperate  with  the  United  States 
to  bring  about  a  settleitaent  of  the  Ouban  troubles  without  bringing 
pressure  to  bear  upon  Spain,  or  making  proposals  certain  to  be  rejected. 
I  had  therefore  called,  remembering  the  friendly  spirit  in  which  he  had 
treated  the  subject  before,  to  hear  any  suggestions  or  information  he 
might  choose  to  communicate. 

The  Duke  Decazes  replied  that  since  our  former  conversation  he  had 
given  the  question  very  serious  attention.  He  had  made  note  of  the 
substance  of  my  statement  at  that  time,  had  ascertained  that  the  state- 
ment presented  to  Lord  Derby  was  substantially  the  same;  had  made 
similar  inquiry  at  Vienna;  also  at  St.  Petersburg,  though  he  had  not 
as  yet  received  an  answer  from  the  Russian  minister.  He  had  ascer- 
tained that  Lord  Derby  was  disposed  to  agree  to  any  step  toward  a 
solution,  provided  it  could  be  seen  that  it  would  produce  a  practical 
resnltf  but  Lord  Derby  feared  that  in  the  present  position  of  affairs 
ill  Spain,  such  proposals  as  were  suggested  by  the  Unil^  States,  if 
addressed  to  Spain,  would  be  useless.  Lord  Lyons  had  recently  called 
a|>on  him  (Decazes)  on  this  subject,  and  there  was  an  exchange  of  views 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  Spain  and  this  question  of  Guba  and  the 
way  in  which  it  was  regarded  by  the  English  Government. 

'^  I  told  him,"  said  the  Duke,  ^*  that  I  thought  we  might  say  some 
word  to  Spain  which  would  lead  to  something,  if  it  was  done  with  due 
regard  to  the  susceptibilities  of  that  Government,  if  it  was  managed 
properly  and  with  care  and  preceded  by  a  manifestation  of  the  friendly 
spirit  of  those  offering  it." 

<'It  is  true,"  he  continued,  <Hhe  opportunity  for  such  a  suggestion  is 
not  striking  just  now.  They  are  occupied  over  there  in  Spain  with  the 
electioufi  and  with  the  Garlist  war.  They  have  been  making  a  greater 
effort  than  before  to  end  that  Garlist  war.  They  are  all  in  uncertainty 
about  themselves,  and  are  thinking  of  the  elections  and  their  results. 
Row  can  one  ask  them  to  attempt  the  settlement  of  such  a  grave  and 
difficult  question  as  their  relations  with  Guba,  and  that  long  contest 
there,  when  they  are  uncertain  whether  they  will  be  the  ministers 
twenty-five  days  from  this  timef  They  are  looking  ahead  with  anxiety, 
and  do  not  care  to  broach  such  a  business  now.  Stilly  I  think  it  might 
be  well  to  make  some  representation  in  regard  to  this  Guban  trouble 
in  the  way  I  have  mentioned,  say  some  word  which  would  not  be  unac- 
ceptable, and  would  accord  with  the  wishes  of  your  Government;  and 
I  wish  to  act  in  an  understanding  with  Lord  Derby.  It  is  now  two 
weeks  since  I  offered  the  suggestion  which  I  have  just  recited  to  you, 
and  I  have  not  yet  received  a  response;  but  at  that  I  am  not  surprised, 
for  Lord  Derby  has  been  out  of  town  and  only  returned  the  other  day 
for  a  council,  and  probably  has  been  so  occupied  otherwise  as  would 
dccoont  for  the  delay." 

I  thanked  him  for  the  cordiality  and  frankness  with  which  he  dis- 
eoased  the  question,  which  was  one  of  profound  interest  to  the  United 
States  and  just  now  engaged  the  attention  of  Gongress,  having  been, 
u  he  was  aware,  the  subject  of  a  part  of  the  Presidenf  s  message.    The 
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English  Gk>verninent  had  had  occasion  to  accord  with  our  own  repes 
edly  in  the  discussions  growing  ont  of  affairs  in  Gnba|  and  tlie  Govei 
nient  of  France  had  so  long  been  friendly  to  the  United  States  that  i 
had  no  hesitation  in  approaching  it  in  regard  to  a  case  which  we  deein< 
80  manifestly  just. 

He  remarked:  *<Be  assured  that  we  have  not  neglected  this  matt< 
Although  a  month  has  passed,  the  considerations  you  offered  liu 
received  much  attention,  and  we  recognize  the  character  of  the  questii ) 
In  all  this,  however,  you  know  you  have  a  special  interest,  and  you  I04 
at  the  struggle  in  Cuba  in  view  of  the  &cts  that  urgently  affect  yo 
Our  interests  are  also  touched,  but  not  so  largely  as  yours,  by  th: 
insurrection.  European  Governments  do  not  feel  so  pressingly  the  ne^ 
of  instant  action.  We  must  consider  all  the  circumstances,  the  cone 
tion  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and  the  probability  of  a  result  if  v 
said  anything  just  now.  I  wish  your  CUivemment  to  know  that  we  a 
sincerely  interested  in  the  matter  you  have  presented,  and  annoi 
to  be  able  to  give  you  such  an  answer  as  will  be  pleasing  to  yoi 
Government." 

I  have,  eta,  B.  li.  Hitt. 


Mr.  Washbume  to  Mr.  FisK 

No.  1288.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  February  15j  1876. 

SiB:  Learning  that  the  Duke  Decazes  had  returned  to  Paris,  I  too 
occasion  on  Friday  last  to  make  an  official  call  upon  him,  in  order  ( 
pay  my  respects  upon  my  return  to  Paris  and  to  speak  to  him  in  rela 
tion  to  several  pending  questions. 

I  first  called  his  attention  (and  this  for  the  third  time)  to  the  sabje< 
of  your  circular  letter  in  regard  to  diplomatic  intercourse  in  China. 

He  excused  the  long  delay  in  answering,  and  promised  to  send  a  no! 
on  the  subject  in  a  few  days. 

I  then  had  a  conversation  with  him  touching  the  proposition  which 
had  made  for  a  telegraphic  treaty,  and  particularly  in  regard  to  a  lat 
communication  I  had  received  from  him  on  the  subject.  I  shall  probi 
bly  be  able  to  make  a  separate  dispatch  in  regard  to  this  matter  befoi 
a  long  time. 

But  the  important  part  of  the  interview  was  in  relation  to  Spanisj 
affairs  and  to  your  circular,  which  in  my  absence  Mr.  Hitt  had  sul 
mitted  to  him.  I  asked  him  how  far  he  hail  considered  the  subject,  am 
what  I  could  write  to  my  Government  in  reply.  With  great  firanknCvS 
he  answered,  in  substance,  as  follows: 

I  h«Te  thought  of  it,  and  am  atiU  thinking  of  it.  This  Oaban  qaestion  touches  " 
also  very  closely — it  nflfects  oar  interests  as  it  does  yonn.  Oiir  commerce  with  th 
island  is  now  paralyzed,  and  the  con  tin  nance  of  the  state  of  things  which  exists  tb**r 
has  been  to  as  a  source  of  many  kinds  of  annoyance.  We  suffer  Arom  that  state  c 
things  like  you,  and  we  would  desire  very  n^nch  to  see  an  end  put  to  it.  Unfortn 
nately,  it  is  difficult  to  suggest  anything  practicable  in  this  respect.  What  could  h 
said  to  Spain  at  this  moment  which  would  be  of  any  use  to  yon  and  to  herf  She  i 
actually  under  so  many  embarrassments,  and  she  has  so  many  things  that  are  tb 
subjects  naturally  of  her  gravest  attention  that  we  would  fear  to  hurt  her  sascepti 
bilities  unnecessarily  and  render  the  situation  more  embarrassing  to  both  Govern 
ments  than  it  is,  should  we  Just  now  approach  her  directly  on  this  question.  I  have 
however,  said  a  word  in  tlie  matter — a  discreet  word.  I  have  commnoicated  to  th 
Marquis  de  Molins  the  analysis  of  the  conversation  I  had  with  Mr.  CUtt.  I  mat 
him  that  communication  confidentially,  and  I  told  him: 
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''I  don't  ask  of  yon  any  answer,  bnt  think  of  this.  There  is  here  a  grave  sitna- 
ftian  which  calla  for  y onr  attention.  There  is  something  to  do ;  reflect  upon  it.  I 
will  haye  probably  to  speak  again  of  this  to  yon,  and  if  yon  yourself  bring  the. sub- 
ject np,  so  much  IJie  better.'' 

Winding  up  his  statement,  the  Duke  resamed: 

Id  shorty  I  beg  you  to  bear  two  things  in  mind :  FirHtly,  that  we  are  sincerely  desir- 
ous to  assist  you  and  Spain  in  this  affair;  secondly,  that  the  situation  of  Cuba  affects 
onr  own  interests,  and  that  we  would  be  quite  willing  to  cooperate  with  you  in 
brisking  it  to  an  end  if  we  thought  the  opportunity  was  favorable  for  that.  II  faut 
atteodre. 

The  Duke  Decazes  is  very  mach  occupied  at  present  in  his  canvass, 
being  a  candidate  for  deputy  in  the  new  assembly.  He  is  running  in 
the  eighth  arrondissement  of  Paris,  in  which  this  legation  is  situated; 
also  in  the  department  of  Aveyron,  in  the  southern  part  of  France. 
He  did  not  seem  to  be  entirely  confident  of  an  election  in  either  district. 
You  will  have  the  result,  however,  by  Monday  next,  by  telegraph. 
I  have,  etc, 

B.  B.  Washbubnb. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Washhume. 

No.  783.]  Department  of  Statb, 

Washington,  February  17^  1876. 

SiB:  I  have  received  and  read  with  attention  Mr.  Hitfs  dispatch, 
No.  1279,  under  date  of  January  23  last,  in  reference  to  his  interview 
with  the  Duke  Decazes  concerning  the  substance  of  instruction  Ko.  266, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Gushing. 

The  dispatch  is  a  clear  and  concise  statement,  and  his  proceedings, 
as  deteuled  therein,  are  approved. 

I  am,  etci  Hamilton  Fish. 


GERMANY. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Davis. 


No.  148  of  Ifovember  15, 1875.  (Same  as  No.  756  of  same  date  to  Mr. 
Washborne,  p.  98.)  Telegram  of  December  6, 1875.  (Same  as  that  of 
aune  date  to  Mr.  Washburne,  p.  99.) 


Mr.  Nicholas  Fish,  Ohargi^  to  Mr.  FisK 

[Telegram.] 

Beblin,  December  7, 1875. 

Telegram  of  6th  received.  Inolosure  of  148  read  to  Mr.  von  Biilow. 
He  thanked  for  information.  Said  he  would  lay  it  at  an  early  day 
before  Emperor  and  Prince  Bismarck.  That  in  the  interest  of  peace  and 
commerce  Germany  desired  question  settled^  but  he  could  only  take  the 
matter  ad  refiarendum. 

Fish,  Ohargi. 
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Mr.  Nicholas  Fish,  OhargS,  to  Mr.  Fish. 

'So.  220.]  Lbqation  of  the  TTnitbd  States, 

Berlin^  December  8,  ItfTS. 

'    SiB:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  telegraphio  instraction 
December  6  at  10.30  a.  m.  yesterday,  directing  me  to  proceed,  i 
instracted  in  No.  148. 

As  soon  as  the  telegram  conld  be  deciphered,  I  called  at  the  forei| 
office  and  explained  to  Mr.  von  Billow  the  object  of  my  visit,  and 
order  that  he  might  more  perfectly  understand  the  views  of  the  Pre< 
dent,  I  took  with  me  instruction  No.  148,  and  refreshed  my  memoi 
therefrom. 

I  was  carefol  to  inform  him  that  it  was  believed  that  other  i>owe 
would  recognize,  for  the  interests  of  their  own  citizens  as  well  as  for  t] 
sake  of  humanity,  the  necessity  of  the  course  which  the  President  fee 
it  his  duty  to  pursue.  I  stated  to  him  the  opinion  of  the  President  thj 
should  tMs  Government  find  it  consistent  with  its  views  to  urge  uik 
Spain  the  necessity  and  importance  of  either  terminating  or  abandoniii 
the  contest  in  Ouba,  the  friendly  expression  of  such  views  to  Spai 
might  lead  to  the  earlier  restoration  of  peace  and  prosperity  to  Oubi 
if  not  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  world. 

I  told  him  that  such  a  course  on  the  part  of  Germany  would  X 
exceedingly  satisfactory  to  the  United  States,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  tl 
President,  conducive  to  the  interests  of  every  commercial  nation,  an 
of  humanity. 

I  distinctly  stated  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  acti 
ated  by  no  ulterior  or  selfish  motives,  and  has  no  desire  to  take  advai 
tage  of  the  distracted  condition  of  Spain,  but  rather  to  induce  her  \ 
spontaneously  seek  an  adjustment  of  this  contest. 

In  order  to  impress  this  upon  him,  I  read  from  instruction  148  tl 
paragraph  relating  thereto. 

I  then  read  to  him  confidentisdly  your  instruction  to  Mr.  Onshinj 
No.  266. 

As  I  began  he  checked  me  to  inquire  what  the  date  of  it  was,  an 
then  listened  attentively  to  the  whole  reading. 

At  its  close  he  thanked  me  for  the  information  and  said  that  t 
would  take  an  early  occasion  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Emperor  an 
Prince  Bismarck,  and  that  he  could  only  say  that  in  the  interest  < 
peace  and  commerce  Germany  desired  the  question  settled,  bat  that  fa 
could  only  take  the  matter  ^<ad  referendum." 

He  also  told  me  that  they  had  some  questions  of  unjust  treatment  i 
German  subjects  in  Ouba,  to  which  attention  had  been  called  in  tb 
Beichstag.  and  that  while  their  treaty  with  Spain  was  ambiguous,  th^ 
would  seek  to  protect  the  rights  of  their  citizens  there. 

With  this  my  interview  dosed,  and  on  leaving  the  room  I  found  tb 
Spanish  minister  waiting  in  the  antechamber;  he  had  been  announce 
while  I  was  reading  the  first  x>ortion  of  your  instruction  to  Mr.  Gushing 

I  inclose  an  account  cut  ftom  the  Post  of  the  25th  Novemb^  (witi 
translation  of  the  same)  of  the  interpellation  in  the  Beidistagy  to  whicl 
Mr.  von  BUlow  referred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  efeo.9 

HiOHOLAs  Fish. 
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[Inelocim  Id  Ko.  no.r— Tmulstion.    Bzteaei  ftom  Gtormaii  TartLtKnemUrj  proceedings,  the  Post, 

NoTember  25, 1876.] 

The  title  ''Consulate  at  Havana^  being  called,  Deputy  Moele  expresses  the  wish 
tliAt  the  prayers  for  protection  against  contributions  addressed  by  the  German  mer- 
chants resident  there  to  the  forei^  office  might  be  responded  to. 

Federal  Commissioner  yon  PhiUipsborn  declared  that  the  possibility  of  interrentton 
might  be  judged  of  differently  according  u>  different  interpretations  of  the  treaty; 
the  foreign  offioe  was,  however,  in  connection  with  the  representatiyes  of  other  Qot- 
«mment^  ooeupying  itself  witn  the  question. 


Mr.  Nicholas  Fish^  Ohargi,  to  Mr.  FisK 

No.  222,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  December  14^  1875, 

SiB:  Since  my  No.  220, 1  have  called  twice  at  the  foreign  of&ce  to  see 
if  Mr.  yon  Billow  had  auy  infoimation  to  give  me  in  regard  to  the 
restoration  of  peace  in  Cuba.  It  was  not  until  to-day  that  I  succeeded 
in  finding  him. 

He  stated  to  me  that  he  had  communicated  the  substance  of  your 
iDstmction  266  to  Mr.  Gushing  to  Prince  Bismarck,  as  well  as  the 
length  of  the  instruction  would  enable  him  to  do  so,  and  that  the 
Prince  had  laid  it  before  the  Emperor. 

I  thanked  him  for  the  information,  and  said  that  I  would  communi- 
cate it  to  you,  and  that  I  felt  sure  that  the  President  would  be  pleased 
to  know  of  the  manner  in  which  his  yiews  had  been  received. 
I  haye,  etc^ 

NiOHOLAs  Fish. 


Mr.  mehoUM  Fish  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  224.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin^  December  i7, 1875. 

Sm:  Referring  to  my  Nos.  220  and  222, 1  haye  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  translation  of  a  telegram  I  sent  you  at  2  p.  m.  on  the  15th 
instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  the 
It>th  instant,  which  was  receiyed  at  2  a.  m.  to-day. 

I  iuclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  the  account  giyen  in  the  Neue 
Prenssische  Zeitung  of  the  interpellation  in  the  JEteichstag,  which 
appears  to  be  fuller  than  the  one  giyen  in  the  Post,  though  not  essen- 
tially different. 

The  interpellation  occurred  in  the  session  of  Noyember  23. 

I  haye  been  unable  to  find  any  newspaper  comments  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  interpellation,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  haye  attracted  much 
iittention  at  the  time. 

I  haye  the  honor,  etc,  Kioholas  Fish. 


Mr.  tUh,  Chargif  to  Mr.  FUh. 
pnelosare  1  to  No.  224.— Telegmn  of  Beoember  15, 187S— 2  p,  m.] 

Two  sizty-siz  to  Cashine  in  sahstance  laid  hefore  Emperor  by  Bismarck.  Qer- 
nisny  desires  peace,  and  wfil  eontiniie  to  urge  necessity  of  tnmqniUity  with  view  ni 
tdjnstment  of  German  grievances. 

Fish,  Ckarg4. 
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pMltMi*  1  Ib  Va  SM.— Iiitflrpallfttloii  In  ragudto  ths  eonsoljito  at  fl«T«BA  In 

KoTcmMr  3B,  187B,  ftmn  th*  Veae  PmualMhe  Zeitnnf  .] 

In  rogaxd  to  title  45  (oonsnlftte  m%  HftTinft)  D^uty  Hosle  ramarks:  The  Qmn 
merohants  in  Hayana,  aa  well  as  in  eyery  part  of  Gaba  whioh  is  in  the  poaseasion 
the  Spanish  Ooyemment,  are  snbjeoted  to  the  war  oontribntions.  whioh  the  Span 
Ooyemment  has  imposed  in  conseqnenoe  of  the  reyolntion,  in  the  most  exorbits 
and  insupportable  manner.  Now,  it  is  dlear  that  in  times  such  aa  exist  in  Caba, 
which  the  reyolution  demands  great  saorifices  on  the  part  of  the  Qoyemment,  tin 
also  should  contribnte  who  haye  long  ei\{oyed  the  adyantaffes  of  peace.  The  Germ 
merohants  in  Hayana,  howeyer,  belieye  that  these  demands  haye  been  exceasiva  a 
that  they  are  entitled  to  exemption  from  these  war  oontribntions  nnder  the  ^ret 
with  Spain,  and  for  the  reason  that  Cnba  is  no  longer  a  colony  bnt  has  beoomi 
Spanish  proyinoe.  They  haye  in  oonse^nenoe,  if  I  am  not  in  eitor,  addressed  the 
selyes  to  the  imperial  ohancellor  for  relief  from  this  eyil.  I  desire  on  my  part  to  a 
the  representatiyes  of  the  Goyemment  if  steps  haye  been  taken  to  relieye  theae  co 
plaints  of  the  merohants.  I  ^onld  be  mncn  obliged  if  information  eonld  be  gi^ 
me  on  this  subject. 

The  Federal  Plenipotentiary  yon  Philipsbom :  The  complaints  of  Qermana  o< 
corning  these  contributions  haye  long  since  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  forei 
office.  The  latter  at  once  made  a  dose  inyestigation  of  the  subject,  with  the  reei 
that  there  arose  for  consideration  a  number  of  treaty  proyisions  which  are  otherwi 
interpreted  by  the  other  side  than  by  us.  We  could  take  no  action  alone,  bat  os 
in  ooi\j  unction  with  other  friendly  Goyemments  concerned  in  like  manner.  To  tl 
is  added  the  necessary  consideranon  not  to  cause  more  difficulties  to  the  Spani 
Goyemment  at  this  moment  than  the  position  of  things  absolutely  requires.  Ti 
foreign  office  is,  howeyer,  continually  endeayoring  to  further  the  matter  in  t 
interests  of  the  Germans  at  Hayana. 

Deputy  Mosle:  I  thank  the  representatiye  of  the  Federal  Goyemment  for  tl 
information,  and  shall  hope  that  it  may  succeed  in  mastering  these  difflcnltioa  at 
▼ery  early  aay. 

Deputy  Kapp  inquired  how  it  happened  that  so  important  a  conBolate  aa  that  i 
Hayana  should  haye  been  unoccupied  for  half  a  year. 

Federal  Plenipotentiary  yon  Philipabom:  As  is  knowUi  the  last  consul  at  Havai 
was  lost  on  the  steamsbip  Sehiller,  and  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  definitely  £ 
this  consulate.  The  representation  of  the  oonsulate  for  the  time  being  is,  howevc 
in  good  hands,  and  the  interests  of  the  Germans  at  Hayana  are  aow  piesaived  ai 
protected  in  eyery  direction. 

The  position  is  approyed. 


Mr.  FUk  to  Mr.  Nioholan  FUh. 

No.  166.]  Depabthent  of  Stavb, 

WashingUmj  January  7, 1876* 

Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  220  and  222,  datec 
respectively,  December  8  and  DecemW  14,  ultimo. 

Tour  proceedings  in  communicating  to  Mr.  von  Billow  instmctii^ 
266,  addressed  to  Mr.  Gushing,  as  reported  in  your  220,  and  in  yoii 
ftirther  interview,  as  reported  in  your  222,  are  approved. 

No  information  has  reached  the  Department  of  any  representation 
having  been  made  by  the  German  representative  at  Madrid  in  the  senfl 
indicated  by  Mr.  von  Billow,  and  you  will  report  to  the  Departmen 
any  information  which  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  on  tiiat  subject,  aul 
with  reference  to  the  exact  instructions  which  have  been  issued,  and  • 
to  any  steps  which  have  been  taken  at  Berlin,  bearing  on  the  questiol 

You  will  take  an  early  occasion  to  express  to  the  minister  of  forei 
affairs  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  that  the  views  expressed 
instruction  266  are  in  some  measure  at  least  concurred  in  by  the  Go 
emment  of  Germany,  and  that,  appreciating  the  purpose  in  view,  tb 
Government  was  ready  to  instruct  its  representative  at  Madrid, 
referred  to  by  Mr.  von  Billow, 

I  am,  sir,  etc,  Hamiltoii  Fish. 
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Mr.  NiekoUu  FiMk  to  Mr.  Fi»h. 

5o.  242.]  LSOATIOH  OF  THB   UlflTKD  BTATB8| 

Berlin^  January  lOy  1876. 

Sib  :  In  the  interview  which  I  had  with  Mr.  von  Billow  to-day,  and 
which  I  have  reported  to  yon  in  my  No.  241/  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any- 
tiling  to  eommonicate  to  me,  in  hope  that  he  woold  state  more  definitely 
vhat  this  (Government  intends  doing  in  regard  to  Spain.  He  said, 
without  referring  to  the  snbject  by  name,  that  he  had  nothing  new  to 
eommanicate. 

While  paying  a  visit  at  the  honse  of  the  Spanish  minister  on  Friday, 
lie  took  occasion  to  tnm  the  conversation  to  the  affairs  of  his  own 
country,  and  stated  that  all  their  efforts  were  being  nrged  and  strained 
for  the  poipose  of  suppressing  the  Carlists;  that  they  would  very 
shortly  have  380,000  men  in  the  field,  and  that  their  army  would  move 
to  the  north  as  soon  as  the  winter  wonld  permit;  he  said  that  he  felt 
ture  of  success,  and  that  then  it  was  the  desire  of  his  Government  to 
torn  an  its  energies  to  the  restoration  of  peiice  in  Ouba;  and  that  then 
it  desired  to  perform  all  its  obligations  to  the  United  States  in  a  spirit 
of  justice,  eqaity,  and  friendship. 

I  answered  that  I  knew  very  little  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Spain, 
bat  that  in  the  United  States,  where  the  duration  of  the  insurrection 
in  Cuba  gave  rise  to  many  causes  of  vexation,  we  would  be  greatly 
pleased  at  seeing  peace  restored  in  Cuba,  but  that  officially  I  could  not 
lay  anything  on  the  subject. 

I  report  the  conversation,  as  the  minister,  Mr.  Merry  y  Colom,  seems 
to  be  on  intimate  terms  with  the  Spanish  minister  of  foreign  affairsy 
and  pnrported  to  express  his  vfews. 

I  have,  etc^  Nicholas  Fish. 


Mr.  Davu  to  Mr.  Fi»h. 
50.2S4,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

BerliUj  January  26^  !&/$• 

SiB:  At  the  interview  with  Mr.  von  Billow  today,  reported  in  my 
No.  255,'  we  also  spoke  of  Cuba.  I  asked  him  if  he  could  nay  to  me 
what  answer  had  been  made  to  the  German  representation  about  the 
doration  of  the  war.  He  replied  that  the  Spanish  Government  had 
assured  Count  Hatzfeldt  that  the  insurrection  would  be  shortly  sup- 
pressed— as  soon  as  the  Carlists  should  be  put  down — and  that  as  soon 
as  the  rebellion  was  crushed  liberal  reforms  would  be  given  to  Cuba. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  frequently  before  heard  of  such  promises,  and  I 
asked  him  whether  it  was  proposed  to  withhold  all  advances  to  the 
insurgents  until  the  rebeUion  should  be  crushe^d.  lie  said  he  believed 
it  was.  I  said  that  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  it,  for  judging  from  the 
pdvSt  there  seemed  to  be  little  probability  of  the  speedy  suppression  of 
the  rebellion.  He  said  that  the  Spanish  Government  represented  that 
the  insurrection  was  confined  to  insignificant  numbers  of  negi*oes  and 
mulattoes;  that  no  or  few  Cuban  white  persons  were  engaged  in  it, 
aud  that  none  of  the  white  population  of  the  island  sympathized  with  it. 

I  replied  that  I  had  no  instructions  on  the  subject,  and  that  in  what 
1  was  about  to  say  I  8i>oke  my  individual  opinion  aud  in  no  sense  the 

>  Not  printed. 
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views  of  my  Oovemment  Speaking  thus  indi  vidoally,  I  woald  say  tlia 
I  believed  such  representations  to  be  incorrect.  I  believed  almost  tb 
whole  Creole  popnUtion  of  the  islaud  was  dissatisfied  with  the  violen 
and  arbitrary  measures  of  Spain,  and  that  if  the  Spanish  troops  wei* 
withdrawn  from  the  islaud,  aud  the  persons  kuown  as  peninsulara  wer 
left  alone  to  deal  with  the  insurrection,  the  world  would  soon  see  tba 
the  opposition  to  Spain  was  not  confined  to  a  few  negroes  and  mulattoe^ 
lie  said  that  the  subject  was  fall  of  difficulties  for  Germany— that  thei 
traders  and  merchants  have  large  interests  in  Cuba  which  are  snffei 
ing,  and  that  they  would  be  glad  to  see  peace  restored.  I  learn  fror 
other  sources  that  this  is  the  case,  that  the  tobacco  merchants  o 
Bremen  and  Hamburg  have  been  much  injured,  and  that  they  ar 
prcHsing  the  Oovemment  to  do  something  in  their  behalf  with  mor 
zeal  than  is  agreeable  to  the  Government. 
I  have^  etCy 

J.  0.  BAKOBOFT  DAY1& 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sohenek. 

No.  805.]  Department  of  Statb, 

Washington,  November  5, 1875. 

'  SiB:  HercMrith  vou  will  receive  a  confidential  copy  of  an  instruction 
this  day  addressed  to  Mr.  Gushing,  the  minister  of  the  United  Stat.es  in 
Madrid,  Such  part  as  relates  to  our  .particular  causes  of  couiplaim 
against  the  Spanish  authorities  concerns  the  Uuited  States  alone.  Sucl 
part  of  the  instruction,  however,  as  announces  to  Mr.  Gushing  the  con 
elusions  to  which  the  President  has  arrived  in  reference  to  the  strife 
now  raging  in  Guba,  and  as  instructs  him  to  communicate  these  coiiclu 
sious  to  the  Spanish  Government,  is  believed  to  be  not  only  of  interest 
to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  but  such  as  it  is  supposed  will  be 
regarded  by  that  Government  as  just  and  necessary. 

The  instruction  sets  forth  the  considerations  which  have  led  this  Gov 
ernment  to  the  conclusions  which  have  been  reached,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  having  similar  interests  to  pro* 
tect,  and  regarding  this  strife  from  a  similar  point  of  view,  as  well  foi 
the  interests  of  its  own  subjects  as  of  humanity  at  large,  will  not  be 
unwilling  at  least  to  support  our  position  by  its  approval  and  infinence 
This  being  the  case,  the  President  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  just  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  to  communicate  in  confidence  these  conclu- 
sions, aud  to  suggest  that,  in  his  opiniou,  the  expression  by  Great  Britain 
to  Spain  of  its  approval  of  the  view  of  this  Government,  and  its  inda- 
ence  to  induce  a  settlement,  will  tend  to  a  more  speedy  adjustment  and 
will  more  surely  induce  the  Government  of  Spain,  by  some  wise  and 
conclusive  measures,  to  render  all  thought  or  necessity  of  intervention 
from  any  quarter  unnecessary. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  may  possibly,  of  its  own  accord, 
think  proper^  in  view  of  its  own  interests,  to  cooperate  with  the  United 
States  in  this  efifort  to  arrest  a  cruel  war  of  devastation.  This,  how 
ever,  is  a  question  to  be  raised  bv  Her  Miyesty's  Gk)vemment.  Hu- 
manity, its  own  great  interests,  and  a  regard  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  of  the  world,  it  is  believed,  will,  without  doubt,  lead  it  to  support 
the  ))osition  which  this  Government  has  at  length  been  forced  to  assume, 
and  to  address  its  representative  in  Madrid  to  that  end. 
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Xr.  Gnsliiii^  baa  flirther  been  instrncted  to  defer  his  interview  with 
tbe  minister  of  state  nntil  yon  shall  have  oommunioated  to  this  Depart- 
ment the  result  of  yoor  interview  with  Lord  Derby.  Yon  will  read  to 
Lord  Deri^,  in  oonfidenoe,  the  copy  of  the  instmction  to  Mr.  Gushing 
'No.  266),  inclosed  herewith,  and  will  distinctly  state  that  this  Govern- 
,  t&eot  has  no  selfish  or  ulterior  objects  in  view,  and  no  desire  to  take 
•idriotage  of  the  diiBcnlties  which  have  snrronnded  the  Spanish 
boyenunent. 

Too  will  take  tbe  earliest  occasion  practicable  to  comply  with  this 
iiutmctioii,  and  wOl  promptly  oonunnnicate  with  the  Department  by 
^^^graph,  and  in  cipher,  the  result  thereof! 

I  siso  incloee  for  your  information  and  for  such  use  as  may  be  advis- 
ible  in  this  interview,  a  copy  of  an  instruction  addressed  to  Mr.  Gushing 
N'o.267),  by  which  he  is  instructed  to  await  ftarther  instructions  fh>m  the 
I>epartment  before  communicating  with  the  minister  of  state,  in  order 
that  the  disi>oBftion  of  the  British  Oovemroent  may  be  ascertained. 

I  need  not  impress  upon  you  the  confidential  nature  of  all  of  these 
iiutrndaons,  and  the  delicate  duty  which  is  imposed  upon  you. 

Ton  may  say  to  Lord  Derby,  without  reading  to  him  the  inHtruction 
last  mentioned,  that  Mr.  Gushing  is  instructed  to  withhold  the  presen- 
tation to  the  Spanish  Government  of  the  decision  of  the  President 
ontQ  after  it  shall  have  been  made  known  to  Her  Majesty's  Ctovemment. 

I  inclose  also  for  your  information  a  copy  of  an  instruction  to  Mr. 
Cnabing  (No.  265,  of  the  date  of  November  5,  instant)  on  the  subject 
of  <ieneral  BnrrieL    •    •    • 

I  am,  etOi^  Hamilton  Fish. 

Mr.  Fi$h  to  Mr.  Sohenei. 

(TelegniiD.) 

WASHiNaTON,  November  19^  1875. 
ScHENOK,  Minister  J  London: 

Ad  vices,  from  Gushing  suggest  delay  in  reading  inclosure  to  eight 
buudred  aud  five.    You  will  await  further  instructions. 

Fish,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Sohenek  to  Mr.  Fvth. 

No.  830,]  Lboation  op  thb  United  States, 

London^  Novetnber  20, 1875.    (Received  December  6.) 

BiB:  I  received  last  evening  your  telegram  of  yesterday. 

Tour  No.  805  referred  to  in  your  telegram  reached  me  early  this 
inoniing,  and  would  have  been  read  to  Lord  Derby  to-day  had  not  your 
telegram  delayed  my  action. 

I  have,  etc,  Bobt.  0.  Sohenok. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Sohenek.^ 

[Telegram*] 

Washington,  November  27, 1875. 
ScHBHOH,  Minister,  London: 

Read  inclosure  to  eight  hundred  five  as  soon  as  opportunity  will 
admit.    You  wiU  explain  that  intervention  is  not  contemplated  as  an 

'  Eenrinted  from  HonM  Ex.  Doo.  No.  90,  Forty-fonrth  CongraM,  flnt  Mudon,  UU 
•odKioiifl  tappUed. 
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immediate  resort,  but  as  a  contingent  necessity  in  case  the  contest* 
proseonted  and  satisfactory  adjostment  of  existing  griefs  be  not  re^ob 
aod  that  we  sincerely  desire  to  avoid  aoy  mptnre,  and  are  anxioue 
maintain  peace  and  establish  our  relations  with  Spain  on  a  penn»r>< 
basis  of  friendship.  I  now  state  fnrther,  for  yonr  own  information  a 
for  yonr  guidance  in  yonr  interview  with  minister,  that  messag'e  ^ 
discountenance  recognition  of  belligerency  or  independence;  will  all  c 
to  intervention  as  a  possible  necessity,  bat  will  not  advise  its  pi*es< 
adoption.  Gushing  is  instructed  to  communicate  to  minister  witfac 
waiting  result  of  your  interview,  but  you  will  communicate  witli  li 
in  cipher  after  your  interview. 

Tfl^e  precaution  that  the  purport  of  instruction  or  of  informati 
above  be  not  given  through  minister  to  ])ress  or  publiou 


Mr.  Sckenck  to  Mr. 

London,  November  30^  187S. 
Fish,  fiSsorefary,  Washington: 

Have  communicated  confidentially  and  fully  with  Lord  Derby  az 
read  instruction  to  Gushing. 
He  will  give  me  views  of  this  Gtovernment  Thursday. 

S0H£N0K,  Minister. 


Mr.  Schenck  to  Mr.  Fish. 

London,  Deeember  2f  ldT5. 
Fish,  Secretary^  Washington: 

Had  interview  again  with  Lord  Derby.  He  received  telegram  yestei 
day  from  Layard  saying  Gushing  had  delivered  to  Spanish  Oovernmeq 
your  note  of  5th,  but  requested  no  definite  action  upon  it  until  he  con^ 
communicate  with  you.  He  expected  you  would  receive  yesterday  c 
today  a  communication  from  the  Spanish  Government,  and  if  tha 
affords  basis  for  settlement  of  grievances  the  President  might  modil 
views  in  message.  1 

Lord  Derby  prefers  in  this  state  of  circumstances  not  to  discuss  th 
matter  until  the  President  has  had  opportunity  of  considering  last  cor 
munication  from  Spain.    He  has  no  objection,  however,  to  say  his  Go 
emment  would  be  willing,  in  the  interest  of  humanity  and  friendshi] 
to  cooperate  in  any  way  that  promises  to  bring  about  a  settlement 
troubles  in  Guba,  but  is  not  prepared  to  put  any  pressure  on  the  Spi 
ish  Government  or  to  put  forward  proposals  which  he  has  reason 
think  it  would  not  be  inclined  to  accede  to.    Thinks  Spain,  as  a  savii 
of  her  dignity,  might  be  willing  to  accept  some  interposition,  in  whw 
case  Great  Britain  would  not  object  to  use  good  oflBoes,  but  not  if  8pi 
stands  off  and  declines  any  interference.    Believes  Spain  wiU  oertaiu 
reject  any  proposal  for  her  giving  up  Guba,  and  would  never  yield  th( 
except  to  force,  but  might  be  induced  to  agree  on  a  basis  of  self  govi 
ment  of  the  island* 


*'»l:|M 
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Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  SchewA.^ 

[Telegmn.] 

Washington,  Deeember  tf,  1875. 
ScKEVOK,  Minister  J  London: 

CommonicatioQ  from  Spanish  Government,  referred  to  in  yoor  tele- 
gram  of  2d,  received  to-day.  It  is  Mendly  in  tone  and  is  hoped  will 
afford  basis  of  adjustment  of  our  particular  grievances. 

It  suggests  no  alteration  in  message  upon  generiJ  questions  of  the 
condition  of  Gnba  and  continuance  of  struggle. 

As  indicated  in  my  telegram  of  27th,  message  will  discountenance 
recognition  of  belligerence  or  independence;  will  intimate  that  media- 
tion or  intervention  by  other  powers  will  be  an  ultimate  necessity  unless 
adjustment  soon  reached;  will  express  our  readiness  to  mediate;  will 
be  Mendly  and  conciliatory  in  tone. 

Fish,  Seorgtarif. 


Mr.  Schenok  to  Afr.  FisK 

Ko.860.]  Legation  of  the  XTniteb  States, 

London^  January  ^,  1876.    (Beceived  February  11.) 

SiB:  The  text  of  your  note  of  the  5th  November  to  Mr.  Gushing  was 
oonsidered  of  so  much  interest  here  that  it  was  telegraphed  in  fidl  by 
the  cable  immediately  after  it  was  communicated  to  Gongress.  It  was 
printed  in  the  London  Times  and  in  one  or  two  other  metropolitan  news- 
papers on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  with  leading  articles  com- 
menting on  the  exposition  thus  authentically  conveyed  to  the  public  of 
tiie  actual  diplomatic  position  and  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain*    • 

I  inclose  of  these  articles  three  or  four  which  may  help  to  give  you 
some  idea  of  the  outside  English  feeling  and  temper  always  exercising 
00  little  influence  on  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  Morning  Post  and  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  are  not  to  be  much 
regarded,  for  they  represent  that  sort  of  Toryism  which  is  given  to  carp- 
ing  at  sdmost  everything  done  by  our  Government.  But  the  articles  in 
the  Times,  which  are  much  fairer,  reflect,  I  think,  a  good  deal  of  what 
may  be  taken  as  the  general  tendency  of  British  sentiment,  or  I  may  even 
6ay  of  British  judgment,  in  relation  to  our  complaints  against  Spain. 

I  would  attract  your  attention  more  particularly  to  what  appeared 
m  the  columns  of  the  Times  yesterday.  The  writer  could  not  forbear  a 
flippant  fling  at  what  he  characterizes  as  your  "  rhetoric,"  but  other- 
wise the  spirit  in  which  that  article  is  conceived  and  the  views  it  pre- 
sents so  nearly  shadow  the  disposition  of  this  Government  that  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  it  has  been  in  some  sense  officially  inspired.  It 
followed  the  next  morning  after  an  interview  I  had  with  Lord  Derby; 
and  in  the  suggestion  that  the  representatives  of  friendly  States  might, 
without  the  formality  of  intervention,  show  Spanish  ministers  at  Madrid 
it  would  be  no  discredit  to  grant  reasonable  demands,  I  think  I  see 
Bomething  of  the  idea  which  is  in  the  mind  of  his  lordship. 

It  was  my  intention  to  give  you  by  to-day's  mail  an  account  of  what 
passed  between  Lord  Derby  and  myself  in  the  interview  referred  to. 
which  took  place  on  the  24th  instant — ^two  days  ago.    But  he  promised 

^  Beprinted  from  HooBe  Ex.  Doo.  No.  90,  Forty-foarih  CongreM,  flnt  ■easioa. 
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at  parting  to  send  me  an  informal  memorandum  of  the  vie^^s  1 
expressed,  so  that  I  might  report  his  words  with  x>erfect  aoonraoy ;  m 
he  has  not  yet  famish^  me  with  that  memorandum. 

1  shall  commonioate  the  snbstance  of  the  oonyersation  by  the  ml 
of  Saturday.  V- '  ^* 

I  haye^  etc.,  Bobt*  0.  Sohbhox. 


BdUorid^  London  Time$  o/Jtmuturf  f^  187IBL 

A  lonff  Mid  MfTere  criticism  of  Spftoish  policy  in  Cuba,  contained  In  the  Americi 
note  of  NoTember  last,  was  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washlngk 
on  Friday.  Onr  readers  are  enabled  to  pemse  these  interesting  dociunants  in  nil 
by  the  aid  of  the  Atlantic  cable,  this  morning,  thonsh  they  were  only  published  i 
the  United  States  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Fish's  dispatcnes  to  Mr.  Caleo  Cnahing  m 
nnsparinff  in  their  condemnation  of  Spain,  and  are  weighted  with  menaces  directs 
against  Spanish  misdoing.  Bnt  the  indignation  and  reproaches  of  Mr.  Fiah  hai 
not  been  provoked  only  by  the  Madrid  Government,  and  do  not  faU  npon  that  Go^ 
emment  luone.  If  it  were  merely  administrative  recklessness  or  political  blando 
ing  that  had  been  assailed  the  dan^r  would  be  less,  and  some  way  out  of  tl 
dimcultv  would  at  least  be  visible.  But  we  know  that  the  least  Justifiable  aote  i 
the  Maorid  Government,  those  most  likely  to  provoke  a  collision  with  the  Unite 
States,  have  fallen  short  of  rather  than  gone  beyond  the  arrogance  of  the  natiotu 

8>irit.  Spain  is  airaiffued  on  as  many  charges  as  were  solemnly  paraded  againi 
eorge  Ul  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  each  charge  is  pressed  hom 
with  a  vigor  of  rhetoric  to  which  few  parallels  can  be  found  in  diplomatic  hiatory . 

Tet,  on  the  whole  it  must  be  allowed  that  Mr.  Fish's  able  argument  has  a  solid  hne\ 
of  justice,  and  that  his  conclusion  is  tempered  with  unexpected  moderation.  Bun 
ming  up  the  general  and  special  grievances  relating  to  Cuba  that  the  United  State 
have  alleged  against  Spain,  Mr.  Iish  raises  Questions  so  serious  as  these :  **  How  Ion 
this  condition  of  things  can  or  should  be  allowed  to  exist,"  and  "  whether  a  poin 
has  not  been  reached  where  longer  endurance  eeases  to  be  possible."  This  ominon 
estimate  of  the  relations  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  is  fortunately  modifier 
by  the  remedy  to  which,  as  it  seems,  the  Washington  Government  are  ready,  at  al 
events  in  the  first  instance,  to  resort.  A  copy  of  the  American  note.was  simnltanc 
ously  transmitted  to  the  capitals  of  the  six  European  powers,  and  (ieneral  Sohenol 
was  instructed  to  make  a  special  communication  to  Lord  Derb^,  suggesting  a  con 
Joint  or,  at  least,  a  concurrent  remonstrance  and,  as  a  "  contingeot  necessity,^'  i 
coi^oint  intervention  for  the  restoration  of  peace  in  Cuba. 

This  remarkable  correspondence  can  haidly  fail  to  excite  American  jpolitlcians 
not  because  there  is  iikely  to  be  any  difference  of  opinion  in  the  United  States  as  U 
the  iniquities  of  Spain,  but  because  the  policy  of  inviting  the  cooperation  of  thi 
European  powers  is  a  bold  departure  from  the  political  traditions  of  the  Unlte< 
States.  The  invitation  has  not  been  addressed  to  Great  Britain  alone,  bat  also  U 
the  Governments  of  France  and  Italy,  and  to  the  three  Empires.  This  Is  manifeetl} 
an  abandonment  of  the  "Monroe  doctrine"  which  has  so  long  controlled  Americai 
policy,  and  has  disconnected  it,  at  all  events  in  theory,  from  tlie  general  web  o: 
politicjal  interests  throughout  the  civilized  world.  To  exclude  from  the  Americai 
continent  not  only  every  advance  by  annexation  or  colonization  of  the  monarchical 
powers  of  Europe,  but  every  direct  influence  of  those  Governments  for  good  or  evil, 
was  in  substance  the  political  dogma  which  takes  its  name  from  President  Monroe, 
This  monstrous  pretension  at  the  time  when  the  Democratic  party  and  the  slave 

gower  were  in  close  allianoe  had  nearly  assumed  an  aggressive  form,  and  if  eTcnti 
ad  not  checked  and  rebuked  it,  woold  probably  have  tempted  the  Union  into  s 
minous  filibustering  policy. 

The  civil  war  prevented  the  United  States  from  actively  asserting  the  Monroe  dor- 
trine,  though  the  intervention  of  France,  England,  and  Spain  in  the  aflfalra  of  Mex* 
Ico  excited  vehement  protests  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  Bnt  Mr.  Fisb'a 
invitation  to  the  European  powers,  recognizing,  as  it  does,  the  frbot  that  the  nations 
of  Europe  have  Interests  to  watch  and  defend  on  the  American  continent,  maik  verj 
distinctly  the  promes  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  polltioal  good  aense. 
It  Is  sheer  folly  tor  any  country,  however  powerlhl  and  however  confident  in  its 
destiny,  to  take  upon  itself  to  wall  off  half  the  world,  and  say  to  the  commonwealtb 
of  nations,  ''You  have  nothing  to  do  with  all  on  this  side.**  The  elalm  is  as  inati* 
missible  as  that  of  the  Holy  See  to  partition  the  unknown  lands  of  the  Eaat  and  th« 
West  between  Spain  and  PortugaL    The  premises  of  the  aiganMaat  oa  wlMx  the 
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Monroe  dootrine  !■  based  are  nnsonnd.  It  is  not  tnie  that  the  nations  of  Europe, 
whom  that  doctrine  would  restrain  i¥om  any  interference  in  American  affairs,  have 
not  a  great  deal  to  do  directly  with  America.  England  and  Spain,  France  and  Hol- 
land, have  their  colonies  on  the  mainland  or  in  the  Central  Archipelago. 

Bat,  setting  aside  the  fact  that  many  of  them  are  really  thns  American  as  well  as 
Enropean  powers,  they  are  i^  of  them  closely  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
Amenean  oommnnities  through  their  commeroe.  Bnt  commerce  even  is  only  one  of 
many  bonds  which  are  continnally  multiplying  the  relations  of  human  societies.  It 
is  Tain  to  think  that  any  part  of  the  work  of  the  world  can  be  isolated,  as  some 
Amenean  politicians  laborea  to  isolate  the  development  of  their  continent.  If  it 
were  possible  to  effect  this,  the  injury  to  human  progress  would  be  incalculable,  but 
s  man  might  as  well  measure  a  square  mile  of  the  ocean  and  protest  that  it  was  his 
private  property  and  that  none  of  the  unappropriated  waves  should  presume  to 
trespass  upon  it. 

While,  however,  we  can  not  refrain  £rom  expressing  our  satisflftction  at  the  im- 
proveiBent  of  political  thought  in  the  United  States  upon  this  subject,  and  while  we 
are  sure  that  Mr.  Fish's  invitation  will  be  courteously  answered  by  Lord  Derby  and 
by  the  foreign  ministers  of  the  other  European  powers,  it  is  not  obvious  that  it  is 
iscumbent  npon  us  to  interfere  in  the  dispute  between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colo- 
nists. If  we  choose  to  take  the  risks  and  responsibilities,  we  should,  no  doubt,  be 
jQstifled  in  intervening  for  the  sake  of  humanity;  but  it  is  not  the  business  of  this 
country,  nor,  for  that  matter,  any  other,  to  play  the  kuight-errant  among  nations. 
It  is  unlikely  that  we  shall  go  beyond  advice,  if  we  go  so  far,  unless  we  nave  snf- 
fued  a  wrong  so  serious  as  to  touch  the  national  honor  or  interests,  and  have  been 
denied  redress.  We  must  confess  it  is  for  the  American  people  to  decide  whether 
tbey  have  been  iigured  and  insulted  so  that  "endurance  is  no  longer  possible." 

llie  eatalofrae  of  offenses  committed  by  Spain  which  Mr.  Fish  nas  elaborated  in 
his  dispatch  u  formidable  in  its  appearance,  and  no  doubt  most  of  its  particular 
ehargee  can  be  proved.  Some  of  them,  as  the  delay  in  executing  the  stipulations  of 
the  Vir^pnius  txeaty,  the  embargo  and  confiscation  of  property  of  American  citizens, 
sod  their  irregular  and  ui^ost  treatment  by  Spanish  military  tribunals  in  Cuba,  are 
Apparently  admitted  by  the  Spanish  Government.  Others,  as,  for  instance,  the  injury 
to  American  commerce,  are  open  to  question,  and  have,  indeed,  been  keenly  questioned 
in  the  United  States,  Others  again,  such  as  the  cruelty  and  inhumanity  of  the  war  are 
no  donbt  to  be  deplored,  but  if  repressed  by  foreign  intervention  must  show  some 
distinct  menace  of  danger  to  the  interveniuff  power.  On  the  whole,  the  grounds  of 
fiumplaint,  so  far  as  they  are  well  founded,  have  exclusive  reference  to  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  and  third  parties  can  not  with  any  prospect  of  international 
sdvantage  take  part  in  the  negotiations.  The  agjp^eved  and  the  offending  powers 
most  patch  up  their  differences  for  themselves ;  lor  though  Spain  may  be  vexed  at 
beisg  rated  and  the  United  States  may  use  harsh  threats,  the  risk  or  loss  if  the 
diipotants  should  try  to  settle  the  quarrel  by  force  is  too  serious  to  be  rashly 
ioourred. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  European  powers  might  help  to  promote  a  com- 
promise  which,  while  saving  the  honor  of  Spain,  would  put  an  end  to  the  Cuban 
difflculty.  The  Anti-Slavery  Society  about  a  fortnight  ago  addressed  a  memorial 
to  Lord  Derby,  in  which  it  was  asserted  that  the  Spanish  Government  was  willing 
to  make  great  changes  in  the  position  of  Cuba,  giving  the  island  the  right  of  a  sel£ 
gOTeming  colony,  such  as  Canada  or  New  Zealand,  in  the  British  Empire,  but  on 
condition  that  slavery  mig;ht  be  retained.  The  Anti-Slaverv  Society  protested 
sniflet  any  sanction  being  given  by  the  British  Government  to  the  latter  stipulation, 
wiiich,  it  was  alleged,  the  United  States  Government  had  determined  to  reject. 

It  is  noticeable  that  in  Mr.  Fish's  note  the  example  of  the  relation  between  Great 
Hritaio  and  her  colonies  is  held  up  for  approval  and  contrasted  with  the  old  despotic 
colonial  system  of  Spain.  If,  then,  the  two  Governments  are  agreed  as  to  the  end, 
there  ought  to  be  little  difficulty  in  devising  the  means  of  execution.  The  theoret- 
ical question  of  slavery  need  occasion  little  controversy.  Cuba  with  a  practioallv 
independent  lejgislature  would  soon  find  itself  obliged  to  abolish  the  <' peculiar  insti- 
tntion.^  The  island  in  all  probability  would  be  badly  governed,  but,  at  any  rate,  a 
hopeless,  purposeless,  fhiitiess  war  would  be  ended,  Spain  would  be  freed  from  a 
heavv  burden  without  loss  of  honor,  and  the  Pearl  of  the  Antilles  woold  be  able  to 
dsveU>p  in  peaoe  her  magnificent  natural  resources. 


[Inolotnre  2,  in  No.  MO.] 
Bditarial  London  Morning  Po$if  January  B4, 187G, 

The  pteoiso  attitude  of  the  American  Government  towards  Spain  in  regard  to  the 
Biipano-Caban  affair  is  shown  in  the  correspondence  published  at  Washing^n. 

It  appeaca  that  on  the  5th  of  November  Mr.  Fish  sent  a  note  to  the  United  Statet 
■uustar  «t  Madrid  settug  forth  the  views  and  dsmanda  of  the  Government  on  the 
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•nbjeot.  There  aie  ieltei»ted  protestations  of  firiendUness  toward  Spain  in  boik  -Ui' 
note  and  obseryations  of  the  minister  in  presenting  it.  If  the  action  of  Amerio^  i 
friendly  in  this  matter,  Spain  may  well  exclaim,  "  Defend  me  from  my  friends.^  O^t 
tainly  the  American  idea  of  friendliness  is  snfficiently  strange.  Under  any  oirenixi 
stances  it  wonld  have  been  onrions  Mendliness  to  have  sent  a  oommnnioation  of  ^Js* 
kind ;  but  to  choose  the  moment  of  Spain's  greatest  trial  and  diffloolty  to  eend  a 
was  alike  nnosnal  and  indefensible. 

Let  us  see,  however,  what  it  is  that  America  compbdns  of  and  demands.  Bdtr 
Fish  starts  by  making  an  admission  that  might  have  snggeeted  to  him  the  propriet^j 
of  doing  nothing  to  embarrass  Spain ;  says  that  ''the  war  on  the  pari  of  the  insnrgentii 
is  one  of  pillage  and  destruction,  which  the  United  States  are  most  intorssted.  ii 
stopping.'^  Is  not  Spain  far  more  interested  than  America  in  stopping  such  a  wttx*  1 
The  *^  pillage  and  destruction,''  spoken  of  are  much  more  ii^nrious  to  Spain  ttian  t<- 
the  United  States,  and  as  it  is  the  insurgents  that  are  giving  this  character  to  -tlic 
war,  it  would  be  more  fitting  to  seek  to  discourage  and  embarrass  them  than  ^lic 
Spaniards.  The  complaint  is  then  preferred  that  Spain  has  ''rigected  all  snggestiotic 
for  reform,  mediation,  or  reconciliation."  What  would  America  haye  saia  if  Sps^ic 
or  any  other  country  had  offered  to  intervene  between  her  and  her  own  revolt^ed 
provinces  f  Would  she  not  have  rejected  the  suggestion  as  lowering  to  her  digiiit;y 
and  detrimental  to  her  Interesto  and  authority  T  No  one  knowing  America  oonJd 
doubt  as  to  the  answer  that  would  have  been  given  in  such  a  case;  yet  here 
is  America  making  formal  complaints  of  her  proffisred  interference  haying  b^en 
neglected. 

As  usual,  it  is  one  law  for  America  and  another  for  the  rest  of  the  world.  Mr,  Fiab 
then  remarks  that  "the  violation  of  treaty  obligations"  by  Spain  and  "her  nnirill- 
ingness  to  afford  redress"  leads  the  American  Government  to  ask  if  Spain's  condtict 
is  "  any  longer  to  be  endured."  Here,  it  will  be  observed,  the  American  GoTemment 
makes  no  distinction  between  a  failure  to  carry  on  the  dae  administration  of  a  ooan- 
try,  owing  to  sad  misfortunes  and  crushing  dUfflculties,  and  a  willful  "violation  of 
treaty  obligations"  and  an  "unwillingness  to  afford  redress."  But,  of  course,  the 
American  Government  is  perfectly  well  aware  that  the  Cuban  difficulty  is  nothing  aa 
compared  to  the  difficulty  in  Spain  itself,  and  that  the  Cuban  difficulty  has  existed 
so  long  solely  on  account  of  that  other.  America  Is  aware,  also,  of  the  immense 
exertions  and  sacrifices  made  by  Spain  to  overcome  her  various  difficulties;  and  yet, 
just  as  Spain  is  on  the  point  of  directing  all  her  force,  so  painfully  accumulated, 
against  tne  root  of  the  whole  evil,  in  steps  the  United  States  to  distract  her  atten- 
tion and  compel  a  division  of  her  force  and  resources  in  respect  to  a  minor  matter 
that  would  have  been  settled,  and  to  muoh  better  effect,  in  its  turn. 

This  is  President  Grant's  idea  of  Judicious  and  friendly  action.  Mr.  Fish  then 
goes  on  to  tell  Spain  that  whUe  she  insisto  that  there  is  no  war,  she  claims  the  riehta 
of  war,  and  that  this  can  not  continue.  Even  if  this  were  strictly  correct,  would  it 
lie  in  America's  mouth  to  bring  the  charge f  "Mutato  nomine  de  to  fkbula  narra- 
tnr,"  is  a  proverb  that  applies  exactly  to  this  ease.  Mr.  Fish  then  alludes  to  the 
precise  claims  that  his  Government  has  to  make  in  the  shape  of  the  restoration  of 
embargoed  estates  and  the  trial  of  American  citisens ;  and  as  Spain  at  onoe  agreed  to 
do  aU  that  she  could  in  the  matter,  America  may  have  had  some  cause  for  oomplaint. 
But  even  so,  wonld  it  not  have  been  in  better  taste  and  equally  effective  if  Amc^oa 
had  proceeded  gently  and  really  kindly  in  the  matter,  and  had  avoided  a  boUying 
tone  and  attitude  toward  a  Government  almost  at  its  wife  end  from  a  concatenation 
of  trials  and  troubles f  The  United  States  foreign  minister  then  proceeds  to  lecture 
Spain  on  "the  interesto  of  humanity,"  the  treatment  of  her  colonies,  and  slavery. 

He  seems  to  forget  that  probably  America  would  to  this  day  be  exhibiting  herself 
as  of  old  the  inhumanity  of  slavery  but  for  the  accident  of  the  revolt  of  the  Anthem 
provinces.  The  way  in  which  slavery  came  to  be  abolished  in  America  musibe  looked 
to  as  wdl  as  the  mere  foot  of  the  abolition.  America  is  hardlv  the  oountry  to  lecture 
another  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  Anyhow,  America  might  have  waited  until  after 
the  suppression  of  the  pillaging  and  destructive  insurrection,  until  the  civil  war  In 
Spain  ha«l  been  ended,  and  until  the  King  and  Government  of  Spain  had  had  a  fair 
opportonity  of  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  colonies,  before  lecturing  and  advis- 
ing on  the  matter,  "nie  note  winds  up  with  the  hope  on  the  part  of  the  President 
that  "  Spain  may  secure  peace,  otherwise  he  feels  that  it  may  become  the  duty  of 
other  Govemmento  to  interfere."  On  this  point,  Spain  can  reply  that  she  la  straining 
every  nerve  to  secure  peaoe ;  that  foreign  intervention  does  but  encourage  the  rebels ; 
that  the  action  of  the  American  Government  has  driven  her  to  divert  forces  ana 
resources  ta  Cuba  that  ought  to  have  been  employed  in  crushing  the  CarUstt,  and 
that  America  has  no  comimssion  to  speak  for  "  other  Govemmento." 

Such  being  the  character  of  the  note  from  the  American  to  the  Spanish  Gorem* 
ment,  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  injunction  to  Mr.  Gushing  to  "assure  Spain  of  the 
friendly  disposition  of  the  United  States,  which  have  no  selfiah  object  in  ylew.  aod 
are  moved  solely  by  the  necessi^  for  self-preservation  and  the  interesto  not  aiuy  of 
hamaaity  bat  of  Spain  hanaU:"^  This  is  the  friendship  of  tha  waif  to  the  lamb. 
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'aekilj  the  wolf  has  got  no  teeth ;  AnericA  bM  neither  amy  nor  nmry  worth  men- 
;  .uDf ,  BDd  abe  ean  not  even  deal  with  her  red  Indiane,  who  afford  her  a  Held  for 
%,  puctierag  of  the ''  humanity  **  that  ehe  wonld  preech  to  others.  America  ie  goo<l 
esflogh  to  inform  Spain  that  iht*  liae  no  •<*lti«h  motive,  bat  "  qai  e'excoee  •'acooee," 
^j  ipaek  of  tiie  matter t  Lastly,  Aroeiiea  telle  Spain  that  intervention  is  not  oon- 
taDpUted  ••  an  ^  immediate  result,  bat  only  aa  a  contingent  on  failore  of  other 
f^'Om,''  Thia  is  rery  kind  of  America;  hot  people,  interpreting  for  tbemaelvea  her 
rttiioKiog  8elfiebneea«  will  be  apt  to  reflect  that  withoat  the  permisaion  and  aid  of 
otWCoTemmenta,"  America  coold  not  intenrene  at  all,  and  that  the  ''other  (Sot- 
mawnts'*  win  aTold  hampering  the  hands  and  weakening  the  efforta  of  8pain  at 
•at  Toy  moment  when  ahe  is  in  all  sincerity,  honesty,  and  diligence  striving  by 
'^m  meaDa  to  leeatabliah  peaoe  and  order  in  her  dominiona  both  at  home  and 
vinad. 


[XadonnreS  hi  Ko.ta».) 
EMorial  ftrom  loadoa  Pall  Mall  Oatette,  Janmarjf  96, 1876. 

TBB  UKmO)  aTATBa  AND  CUBA. 

Ths  Dote  aent  by  Kr.  Ffah  to  Mr.  Cashing  for  presentation  to  the  Apaniab  Gorem- 
^t Ua singular  eombination  of  reaaonable  complaint  and  nnreasonable  declamation. 
TheQorarnmentof  Use  United  Statea  are  entirely  within  their  right  in  pointing  oat 
to  <<]aiB  |]|0  tnconTenienoe  oaased  to  American  oitizens  by  the  civil  war  in  Oaba 
*^  in  warning  her  that  nnlesa  redreaa  can  be  obtained  for  the  paat  iqinriea  and 
*ince  seciirity  provided  againat  their  reoarrence  thev  may  be  obliged  to  redress  their 
•*B  grievances  by  their  own  handa.  Ko  power  ean  oe  espeeted  to  endnre  the  unpro- 
^<M  ieizore  of  property  legally  poaseaaed  by  ita  anbjeota,  or  the  baniahment  of 
'Aem  without  triaL  Tliere  ia  no  need  in  thia  oaae  to  oonaider  whether  the  charges 
v«  well  founded,  beeanae  the  Spaniah  Government  admits  that  they  are  snbstan- 
tiillj  trae*  In  hSa  telegram  of  the  4th  of  December  last  Mr.  Cashing  reports  that 
^  ndnlster  of  state  admits  the  American  grievances,  '*  is  opposed  on  priuolple  to 
*^  Mqnastration  of  the  property  of  foreignera,  condemns  the  delay  of  redress,  and 
*<u  tsks  op  and  promptly  settle  each  ease/' 

u  Mr.  Cnshing's  remonatranoes  had  gone  no  further  than  the  ground  covered  by 
JBii reply,  the  qnaation  might  be  regarded  aa  disposed  of.  That  Spain  can  Insure  the 
'J^ll^ Statea  from  the  annoy ancea  which  war  necessarily  inflicts  upon  mutual  noi^h- 
"Will impossible;  bat  if  she  ia  in  earnest  in  reducing  these  annoyances  to  a  mini- 
^ihecan  greatly  soften  the  legitimate  irritation  which  now  exists  in  America. 
I^Mr.  Fish's  dispatch  is  much  more  comprehensive  than  the  minister  of  state's  reply. 
n^infferings  of  American  citisens  are  thrown  into  comparative  insignificance  by 
^  lids  of  those  higher  considerations  which  Mr.  Fish  invoices.  When  the  civil  war 
"^u  out  in  tlie  United  States  the  Federal  Government  treated  the  belief  expressed 
^TUbdlvidnal  Englishmen  that  the  aeceding  States  would  eventually  establish  their 
''^depeadence  as  acmiethlng  not  far  short  or  an  insult,  for  which  the  British  Govern- 
Best  oog||4  to  bo  held  responsible.  The  Executive  of  the  United  States  sees  no  harm 
Moiag  oflieially  what  it  blamed  Englishmen  for  doing  in  their  private  capacity. 

«or»tfaan  five  vears  since,"  writes  Mr.  Fish,  ''the  firm  conviction  of  the  President 
*vsiijioi]nced  that  whatever  might  be  the  vicissitudes  of  the  struggle,  and  what- 
^v  efforts  might  be  put  forth  by  the  Spanish  power  in  Cuba,  no  doubt  could  be 
^ttttstned  that  the  final  issue  of  the  oonflict  would  be  to  break  the  bonds  which 
ujfehad  Cuba  aa  a  oolony  to  Spain.'' 

/j«a«Kai  Oranfa  convictions  are  his  own  property,  and  if  he  had  expressed  them  aa 
/c&eni  Grant  Spain  wonld  at  most  have  had  to  complain  of  a  violation  of  intema- 
r<^  dseorum.  But  when  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  convictions  on  the 
!f^  of  a  eiyii  war  are  announced  in  formal  dispatches  they  assume  in  some  respects 
^character  of  active  forees.  If  Spain  had  been  strong  enough  she  would  have 
^  Ptr^BCtly  Justifled  in  warning  the  United  States  that  they  must  take  their 
I  l!!1^^^^°  active  intervention  or  complete  abstention.  Nothing  short  of  active 
^wrrsQtion  oan  be  more  unlike  complete  abstention  than  the  attitude  of  a  Govem- 
^t  which  ebeers  the  Cuban  insurgents  with  prediotions  that  they  must  certainly 
^^^  Great  powers  do  not  love  to  see  themselves  proved  false  prophets;  and  it 
-jjlliudly  be  questioned  that  one  at  least  of  the  causes  which  have  made  the  sup- 
P'lIoD  of  this  Insurreetion  so  difllonlt  has  been  the  belief  of  its  authors  that  in  the 
^flxtremlty  President  Grant  would  make  good  hit  words  and  help  the  Cuban 
?^  "to  assume  independence  md  a  right  ofaelf-eontcol  which  natuxal  rights  and 
^  "pirit  of  the  age  aeeord  to  them." 
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Ot  eoime.  Spsin  had  ftbnndant  leaf  on  for  not  taking  np  the  qnarrel :  tai  w1i»t  ei 
be  eaid  of  tne  diplomacy  whioh  reviyes  the  recollection  of  an  inanlt  offered  in 
dispatch  the  oatentible  object  of  which  is  to  obtain  redress  for  iignriee  snstainei 
Eitner  Mr.  Fiah  is  a  singularly  blundering  workman,  or  at  the  time  of  writing  h 
note  at  the  5th  of  November  he  had  some  other  end  in  view  than  the  mere  redx« 
ot  grieyances,  which  is  all  that  he  explicitly  demands.  When  it  is  r()^lembe^e<l  th 
the  substance  of  the  dispatch  was  communicated  to  the  American  newspapers  < 
the  ere  ot  the  Noyember  elections,  and  that  the  subject  thus  suddenly  brought 
the  front  has  since  been  allowed  to  drop  out  of  notice,  it  is  not  an  nnnatoral  inie 
ence  that  the  effect  of  the  note  on  the  American  electors  was  more  in  Ur.  Kisb 
thoughts  than  its  effect  on  the  Spanish  Goyemment. 

The  result  has  been  that  the  American  electors  haye  shown  themselyea  wiser  tbs 
thair  ffuides.  Whateyer  force  there  may  prove  to  be  in  the  plea  that  Qeneral  Orai 
mnst  oe  elected  President  a  third  time  in  order  to  carry  on  a  war  with  the  Vatica! 
there  is  seemingly  no  popular  conyiction  that  it  is  worth  while  to  proyoke  a  war  tril 
Spain  in  order  to  oyercome  the  prejudice  against  a  third  term.  It  does  not  indec 
require  any  keen  political  acumen  to  detect  the  difficulties  which  snrround  both  tl 
altematiyes  suggested  in  Mr.  Fish's  dispatch.  It  is  a  cheap  exercise  of  interna tioni 
offlciousness  to  nope  that  Spain  may  spontaneously  ado^t  measures  for  the  or^anisj 
tion  of  a  stable  and  satisfactory  system  of  goyemment  m  Cuba,  but  if  Mr.  Fisb  ha 
to  state  in  words  what  the  measures  in  question  should  be^  the  impossibility  of  frao 
ing  them  would  be  at  once  apparent.  If  Spain  succeeds  m  puttiuff  down  the  insni 
reotion,  a  stable  goyemment  of  a  certain  kind  may  be  estaolishea.  If  the  Unite 
States  ffo  to  war  and  annex  Cuba,  a  stable  goyemment  of  a  certain  kind  may  k 
establisned. 

But  to  talk  of  a  stable  government  in  an  island  in  which  the  passions  excited  b 
Quarrels  of  race,  of  color,  of  social  position,  have  raged  with  scarcely  any  restriotio 
for  more  than  five  years,  while  proclaiming  in  the  same  breath  the  impropriety  < 
these  passions  being  subdued  by  the  hand  of  any  external  power,  is  to  use  word 
which  have  no  meaning.  The  concession  of  independence  to  Coba  might  mea 
peace  as  between  the  mother  country  and  her  emancipated  colony,  bat  it  would  no 
mean  peace  in  Cuba  itself.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  only  mean  war,  renewed  wit 
greater  determination,  and  conducted  with  greater  fierceness,  between  the  inaai 
gents  and  that  part  of  the  population  which,  as  Mr.  Fish  very  truly  puts  it,  "ba 
sustained  and  upneld,  if  it  has  not  controlled,  successive  governors-general."  Hoi 
this  conflict  would  end  we  do  not  pretend  to  say,  but  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  whll 
it  lasted  it  would  be  cUaraoteriaed  by  vet  greater  atrocities,  and  inflict  yet  greate 
annoyances  on  foreign  residents  than  the  war  which  has  gone  on  so  long. 

After  a  time  the  exhaustion  of  resources  and  the  partial  extermination  of  th 
fighting  population  would  brin^^  active  hostilities  to  an  end;  but  the  experience  c 
west  Indian  and  South  American  independence  does  not  make  their  subseqaen 
resumption  at  all  unlikely.  It  is  to  create  this  sort  of  wilderness  within  sight  o 
the  United  States  that  the  American  people  were  invited  to  run  the  risk  of  a  wa 
with  Spain.  For  that  a  war  with  Spain  involves  very  grave  risk  to  the  Unites 
States  IS  undoubted.  At  the  outset  of  a  contest  which  can  onlv  be  earried  on  at  sei 
the  comparative  wealth,  numbers,  and  resources  of  the  combatants  go  for  little 
except  so  far  as  they  are  embodied  in  actual  ships. 

The  power  of  Spain,  such  as  it  is,  \b  so  embodied;  the  power  of  the  United  8tat« 
is  not;  and  it  is  at  least  possible  that  the  first  act  of  a  war  between  the  two  ooun! 
tries  might  be  the  bombardment  of  every  American  seaport.  It  does  credit  to  th^ 
good  sense  of  the  American  people  that  thev  have  not  cared  to  run  this  risk  for  thi 
doubtful  benefits  of  annexing  an  island  which  they  do  not  want  and  being  ruled  foi 
four  years  longer  by  Qeneral  Grant. 


[IbqIosiivb  4  in  Ko.  060.] 
Xditariml  firam  the  London  TImm,  Jonuoirjf  M,  187B, 

In  Europe  at  least  there  will  be  a  tendency  to  do  it^ostioe  to  Mr.  Fish's  indlctmeni 
of  Spain,  precisely  for  the  reason  which  may  render  it  effective  among  his  own  coun* 
trymen.  When  American  diplomacy  states  a  complaint,  it  usually  makes  a  lar^v 
call  on  those  general  terms  of  invective  which  please  half-educated  readan,  bnl 
shock  the  taste  and  rouse  the  suspicions  of  the  more  fastidious  students. 

Critical  minds  are  apt  to  fancy  that  the  rhetoric  has  been  framed  for  the  pnrposfl 
of  touching  the  Amenoans  theinselves,  and  when  they  mentalhr  translate  it  ln(« 
scholarly  English  they  tend  to  cut  away  much  of  the  truth  as  well  as  to  improve  tb« 
style.  We  speak  the  more  frankly  because  Mr.  Fish  seeks  to  obtain  the  moral  sup- 
yirt  ot  European  countries  in  his  contest  with  the  Spanish  minister  of  foreign  affain 
respecting  the  civil  war  in  Cnba.    He  would,  we  assnrs  him,  have  been  muoli  ojor« 
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«fteotnre  if  he  had  giT«i  apeoiflo  examples  of  the  wrongs  or  hardships  sofTered  by  his 
eotmtryiiien  and  \m  his  readers  to  sapply  general  phrases  of  indictment.  Neverthe- 
)ms,  there  need  he  no  donbt  thafc  his  charges  are  substantially  jost,  and  the  tmth 
itiielf  is  so  ^ave  as  to  need  little  ornament  £om  rhetoric. 

In  Caba  Spain  0¥ms  one  of  the  fairest  and  most  fertile  islands  in  the  world,  and 
It  hus  been  detestably  misgoverned.  While  we  have  allowed  our  colonies  to  rule 
themselves  in  their  own  way,  Spain  has  persisted  in  keeping  Cuba  in  the  same  state 
of  tutelage  as  when  she  herself  was  the  greatest  power  m  the  world,  and  when  the 
Tery  idea  of  colonial  rights  had  scarcely  arisen.  The  island  has  been  dependent  on 
the  will  of  a  Government  changed  every  few  years  by  a  pronnnciamiento  or  a  popu- 
lar revolution.  It  has  been  used  as  a  place  of  honorable  bauishment  for  unruly 
ftuldien.  The  dangerous  spirits  of  the  army  have  been  sent  to  Cuba  to  be  kept  out 
of  ndsohief.  and  th^  have  let  loose  in  the  colony  the  temper  which  had  been  found 
perilous  at  home.  Freed  from  responsibility,  they  have  often  displayed  a  repetition 
of  that  domineering  spirit,  that  contempt  of  the  rights  of  others,  and  that  cruelty 
which  onoe  added  dark  chapters  to  the  history  of  the  Spanish  conquest.  The  slaugh- 
ter of  the  erew  of  the  Vhrginiut  was  an  act  which  would  have  been  quite  natural 
thrfte  oentnries  ago,  bnt  which,  when  committed  in  our  time,  seems  wonderful  on 
account  of  its  folly  as  well  as  of  its  atrocity.  If  the  author  of  such  a  deed  had  been 
on  Kngliahman,  he  would  assuredlv  have  been  hung;  yet  he  is  still  at  liberty,  and 
we  believe  he  has  still  some  kind  of  command. 

We  can  not  wonder  that  Mr.  Fish,  who  speaks  for  a  people  as  proud  in  their  own  way 
M  the  Spaniards  and  immeasurably  more  powerful,  should  peremptorily  demand  the 
trial  of  CSeneral  Burriel.  America  has  also  many  other  causes  of  complaint.  Her 
^itixens  owned  much  property  in  Cuba,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  has  been  confiscated 
by  the  Spanish  Government.  Bestitu  tion  has  been  promised  and  evaded.  Americans, 
Mr.  yUh  thinks,  have  been  wrongfully  condemned  by  the  insular  courts,  and  they 
have  Ikiled  to  obtain  redress.  The  Spanish  Government  has  violated  its  treaty  obli- 
eations.  Still  more  serious  is  the  injury  which  it  has  done  to  Cuba,  and  indirectly  to 
America,  by  the  savagery  of  jts  waifare.  It  is  laying  great  part  of  the  island  abso- 
lutely waste,  and  thus  injuring  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  order  to  maintain 
ilavery  and  Spanish  rule.  Nor  does  Mr.  Fish  believe  that  the  rebels  can  be  put  down, 
ssd  therefore  he  calls  upon  the  Government  at  Madrid  to  give  Cuba  at  least  those 
privileges  of  self-rule  which  have  had  an  admirable  effect  in  the  colonies  of  this 
country. 

It  will  be  very  difficult  to  answer  an  indictment  so  formidable  in  itself  and  ending 
in  so  mild  a  demand.  The  purists  of  international  law  may  at  onoe  be  warned  off 
the  field  of  discussion.  They  may  say  that  the  United  States  has  no  more  right  to 
dictate  how  Spain  shiJl  govern  Cuba  than  Spain  has  to  order  the  reorganization  of 
the  South.  Tney  may  say  that  the  American  citizens  who  live  in  Cuba  went  there 
at  their  own  risk,  and  must  bear  the  inevitable  penalties  of  civil  war.  Much  the 
nme  fate,  it  may  be  pleaded,  would  have  come  to  any  Spaniards  who  had  owned 
property  in  Virginia  during  the  war  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and  yet  they 
vonld  have  received  no  reoress.  Nor,  it  might  be  added,  were  either  the  Confeder- 
ate or  the  Federal  cruisers  particularly  respectful  of  foreign  rights  in  their  efforts  to 
dMtroy  each  other.  Bnt  these  arguments  are  fit  merely  for  lecture  rooms.  The 
practical  answer  is  that  the  general  rules  of  international  usage,  conveniently  called 
mtemational  law,  can  be  applied  only  to  ordinary  cases  of  warfare.  Since  there  is 
no  iuternationsl  parliament,  each  nation  is  Justified  in  defending  its  interests  by 
sxreptional  measures  when  they  are  attacked  in  an  exceptional  manner. 

Mr.  Fish  may  plead  that  international  law  presupposes  the  power  or  the  readiness 
of  States  to  be  guided  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  civilized  morality,  and  that  in  her 
relations  with  Cuba  Spain  has  systematically  set  those  rules  at  defiance.  The  case 
of  the  Firyisies  was  such  an  outrage  on  the  usual  laws  of  warefare  as  to  debar  her 
(toin  afterwards  invoking  them  on  her  own  behalf.  The  duty,  therefore,  of  the 
United  States  must  be  determined,  not  by  the  letter  of  international  law,  but  by 
pneral  considerations  of  policy.  We  find,  then,  that  Spain  has  driven  one  of  the 
finest  Islands  in  the  world  into  revolt;  that  she  is  trying  to  suppress  the  revolt  by 
ft^Btematio  savagery;  that  she  refuses  to  promise  the  colonists  any  form  of  self- 
sovemment,  and  that  the  restoration  of  peace  by  mere  force  is  all  but  hopeless. 
The  Spanish  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  promised,  it  is  true,  that  justice  shall  be 
dons  to  those  American  citizens  who  have  been  wronged,  but  he  does  not  offer  to 
resove  the  real  cause  of  strife  by  abolishing  slavery  or  allowing  the  colonists  to 
nde  themselvea.  We  can  scarcely  expect  Mr.  Fish  to  ne  satisfied  with  the  repetition 
of  a  pledge  which  has  already  been  broken,  or  with  less  than  the  pacification  of  the 
ifiland  ikselt  Nor  oan  we  blame  him  for  insisting  that  if  Spain  will  not  set  Caba 
fros^  she  is  bound  to  make  it  orderly;  bnt  at  the  same  time  we  can  not  admit  that 
tbsrs  is  any  need  for  war. 

AoBMlca  is  acting  with  at  least  as  much  moderation  as  this  country  weald  display 
if  Cuba  were  ae  near  to  Cornwall  as  it  is  to  Florida.  In  such  a  case  we  should 
Maaiae  Soain  to  pseteot  the  property  of  onx  oonntiysen  and  to  take  the  obvieae 

ll 
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meftns  of  reitoriiig  her  oolony  to  a  rtato  of  peaoe.    The  rhetoric  of  an  £ngU»l3 

Iiatoh  would  be  more  meaeiired  and  preoiae  tnan  that  need  by  Mr.  Fiah,  bat  ±ti  ^w 
ead  to  demands  at  least  as  keen.  On  the  other  hand,  the  dispute  is  oMof  1 
which  may  be  arranged  without  war,  or  eyen  without  the  formal  interyentioz^  t 
ited  by  America.  The  representatiyes  of  foreign  States  at  Madrid  will,  oF  oo 
diseoss  the  quarrel  with  the  Spanish  ministerSi  and  they  can  not  fail  to  porni 
with  firiendly  politeness  the  foUy  of  the  outrages  inflicted  on  American  citizens, 
will  also  be  able,  we  should  hopci  to  show  the  necessity  of  granting  reparation. 

In  the  eourse  of  the  negotiations  with  America,  the  Spanish  ministeie  ukWky 
wise  be  brought  to  see  that  they  must  nant  some  form  of  self-government  tM 
reyolted  colony.  The  representatiyes  of  friendly  States  can  easily  show  the  &j>s 
ministers,  without  the  formality  of  intervention,  that  it  would  be  no  discreUJ 
grant  reasonable  demands,  especially  when  thejr  have  been  nut  forward  by  a  £ 
which  would  in  the  long  run  be  a  match  for  Spain,  even  if  sne  were  as  pow^ttr/i 
she  was  in  her  imperial  days.  It  ought  to  be  the  more  easy  to  give  and  take  cmI' 
because  the  United  States  is  manifestly  eager  to  avoid  extremities,  and  wonX 
glad  of  any  reasonable  compromise. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Spanish  peoi>le  are  as  ignorant  as  they  are  prmidL,  mt 
will  need  more  courage  than  their  ndnisters  usually  display  to  tell  the 
la  the  real  state  o#  Ciiba  and  what  is  the  sole  remedy  for  mismla. 


Mr.  aohemk  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  862.]  Lboation  of  thb  TJnitei)  States^ 

Zond&ny  January  28, 1876.    (Eeceived  Febraary  12. 

Sib:  In  a  dispatoh  sent  yesterday  I  informed  you  that  I  had  1 
another  conversation  with  Lord  Derby  on  the  subject  of  our  reXati^ 
with  Spain  and  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Ouba. 

The  interview  took  place  three  days  ago  (25th^,  bat  I  have  inrail 

until  I  could  report  his  lordship's  language  in  his  own  words,  anc 

was  only  last  evening  that  I  received  from  him  a  memorandum  wh 

he  had  promised,  enabling  me  to  do  so. 

•  •••••  • 

I  began  by  reading  to  his  lordship  a  copy  of  the  cable  telegram  I  m 
you  on  the  2d  of  December,  reporting  what  he  had  said  to  me 
that  time.    He  remarked  that  <<  nothing  could  be  more  accurate"  th 
my  statement  of  his  own  language,  and  at  once  added  that  he  *^b\ 
remained  in  the  same  view  as  to  any  intervention.'' 

We  had  then  a  conversation  of  some  length.  I  called  his  attenti 
to  the  fact  that  the  text  of  the  President's  message,  as  he  must  ha 
observed,  corresx>onded  strictly  and  in  all  i)oints  with  the  assuran^ 
and  explanations  which  I  had  been  instructed  to  give  him  in  advac 
of  its  delivery;  that  the  President  had  discountenanced  any  presc 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Cuba,  or  recognition  of  belligere 
rights  to  the  insurgents;  that  the  United  States  desired  no  ruptu 
with  Spain,  nor  any  but  the  most  friendly  relations;  that  ajuy  earni 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  Government  at  Madrid  to  sati^  the  Jn 
demands  of  the  United  States  and  to  put  an  end  by  some  effective  pll 
of  pacification  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  affairs  in  the  island  won 
be  gladly  hailed  and  met  by  us  in  the  most  cordial  spirit,  and  th 
mediation  or  intervention  by  other  powers  was  only  contemplated  as  i 
ultimate  necessity.  His  lordship  admitted  that  such  was  the  tenor  ai 
spirit  of  the  message.  I  told  him  that  the  later  note  from  the  Bpanif 
Government,  to  which  Mr.  Layard  had  referred  as  likely  to  afford  a  baa 
for  adUustment^  had  failed  to  famish  any  reason  to  the  Premdent  for 
modification  oi  the  views  which  he  had  resolved  to  expr^  and  did  pi 
forth  in  his  message;  and  that  indeed  the  communication,  while 
afforded  hope  of  a  settlement  of  the  particular  grievances  ct  the  Unite 
States,  appeared  to  leave  the  general  question  where  it 
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Oar  special  caofles  of  complaint  and  reclamation  against  Spain  for 
the  wrongs  done  to  onr  citizens  and  their  property  I  said  was,  of  conrse, 
oar  own  concern,  and  wonld  be  taken  care  of  by  onrselves,  bnt  the 
interests  of  humanity,  national  friendship,  and  the  peaceful  security  of 
commerce  were  all  involved  in  the  question  of  the  pacification  of  the 
island. 

Incidentally  I  ventured  to  allude  to  the  opportunity  which  might,  in 
this  connection,  be  afforded  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  manifest 
their  known  desire  to  cooperate  by  their  influence  in  putting  an  end 
everywhere  to  the  institution  of  slavery. 

I  referred  to  the  disposition,  as  leai*ned  from  Mr.  Gushing^  of  the 
British  minister  at  Madrid  to  back  him  in  the  matter  of  Guba,  if  a  line 
of  action  could  be  agreed  on  between  our  two  Governments j  and  I 
desired  to  know  whether  any  definite  instructions  had  been  given,  or 
would  be  sent  to  Mr.  Layard  tending  in  that  direction. 

I  was  enabled  also — ^having  reference  to  Mr.  Hitt's  dispatch  commu- 
nicated to  me  with  your  No.  833— to  say  that  I  had  reason  to  know  that 
France  was  favorably  disposed  toward  some  form  of  friendly  mediation, 
but  that  her  decision  was,  to  a  degree  at  least,  dependent  on  the  course 
which  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  might  adopt. 

Lord  Derby  said  in  reply,  and  I  give  in  what  follows  the  succinct 
statement  of  l^^  views,  as  ^mished  by  his  own  memorandum,  that — 

The  qneetions  with  which  the  United  States  Goyernment  were  dealing— the  redress 
«f  the  ^eyances  of  American  citizens,  and  the  proposal  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  hy 
mediation — seemed  to  him  to  stand  on  an  entirely  different  footing.  In  regard  to  the 
tirsty  the  United  States  Government  had  put  forward  claims  which,  assuming  them 
to  be  joflt  in  snhstance,  they  were  entitled  to  press  as  a  matter  of  right.  In  regard 
to  mediAtion,  though  everyone  could  understand  the  inconvenience  and  damage  to 
American  interests  produced  by  the  continuance  of  the  war,  yet,  strictly  speaking,  it 
irM  not  easy  to  see  how  any  foreign  power  eould  claim  a  right  of  interference. 

They  oouXd  give  firiendly  advice,  but  it  would  rest  with  the  Government  of  Spain 
whether  to  taEe  or  to  reject  it.  Lord  Derby  could  only  repeat  what  he  had  said  at 
ft  former  interview — that,  in  the  interest  of  humanity  and  in  view  of  the  injury  pro- 
daced  by  the  war,  he  would  be  glad  to  offer  the  good  offices  of  England  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation  between  Spain  and  Cuba. 

But  Her  MjMosty's, Government  were  not  prepared  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  that 
of  8paiO|  in  the  event  of  their  overtures  being  rejected;  and  that  being  so,  he  was 
vQwiUinff  to  take  any  step  without  having,  ne  would  not  say  a  certainty,  but  a 
natOD able  probability,  that  some  good  result  would  foUow.  After  his  former  inter- 
view with  General  Schenck,  he  had  consulted  Mr.  Layard,  Her  Majesty's  minister  at 
Madrid,  and  that  gentleman  in  reply  had  expressed  a  strong  opinion  that  no  attempt 
ftt  mediation  by  a  foreign  power  was  likely  to  succeed  at  the  present  time.  Lord 
Derby  agreed  with  Mr.  Layard  in  this  view.  He  knew,  as  did  also  General  Schenck, 
the  extreme  pride  and  sensitiveness  of  the  Spanish  character,  and  he  was  aware  that 
the  mere  su^^eetion  of  foreign  interference  had  produced  an  outbreak  of  indignation 
»t  Madrid.  He  was  convinced  that  at  this  moment  Spain  would  listen  to  no  proposal 
of  mediation. 

The  Spanish  Government  hoped  to  finish  the  Carlist  war  in  the  spring,  and  would 
then  be  f^e  to  put  forth  their  whoJe  military  strength  for  the  reduction  of  the  island, 
lo  which  they  confidently  hoped  to  succeed.  They  might  be  disappointed  in  both 
expectations,  and  Lord  Derby  thought  it  not  unlikely  that  they  would  be  so,  hut 
tbey  certainly  would  not  abandon  the  idea  of  crushing  the  insurrection  without 
farther  trial. 

Lord  Derby  thought  therefore  that  if  nothing  were  contemplated  beyond  an  ami- 
<'-^Hle  interposition/naving  peace  for  its  object,  the  time  was  ill  chosen  and  the  move 
prematnxe. 

He  had  some  reason  to  think  that  this  was  also  the  view  of  the  French  and 
Q«niiaa  Governments. 

•  •••«•• 

I  win  only  add  that  the  general  tone  and  manner  of  Lord  Derby  was 
<)bvioaaIy  in  sympathy  with  the  idea  that  it  was  incumbent  on  Spain 
Vj  take  as  early  as  possible  some  decided  step  in  the  direction  of  a 
idbrm  of  her  polioy  toward  Ouba.    The  practical  difficulty  in  openiug 
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the  aubject  to  her,  and  in  any  action  to  be  taken  by  her  Qovemm 
lay  in  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  her  people.  He  evidentiy  thoq 
that,  without  any  direct  offer  of  mediation,  some  wholesome  inflatj 
might  perhaps  be  exercised  over  the  counsels  of  her  ministers  by 
rexMreseutatives  of  friendly  powers  at  Madrid. 
I  Lavei  etc^ 

EOBT.  O.  SOHSNOl 

I 

Ur.  Behenek  to  Mr.  FisK 

Ko.  863.]  Lbgation  of  the  XTnited  Statbs, 

Landony  January  31j  1876.    (Eeceived  February  16, 

Snt :  With  my  No.  860 1  sent  you  among  other  articles  of  the  Sngl 
press  commenting  on  your  dispatch  of  the  5th  of  November  to  \ 
Gushing  on  the  subject  of  Ouba,  one  extracted  from  the  London  Tiij 
of  the  26th  instant,  to  which  I  directed  your  particular  attention.  I 
may  interest  you  to  read  the  comment  of  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  on  t| 
Times  article,  which  I  now  inclose.  This  reply  sets  up  a  question  abj 
the  obligations  of  international  law,  for  disregard,  of  which  it  woi 
take  the  Times  to  task.  I  still  think  the  views  of  the  Times  are  th^ 
which  are  most  in  harmony  with  those  entertained  at  tfie  foreig^n  ofq 

I  inclose  at  the  same  time  a  short  article  on  Cuba,  taken  from  1 
Evening  Standard,  which  is  a  high  Tory  paper;  and  also  a  scrap  fr| 
the  Spectator,  a  weddy  paper  which  is  considered  liberal. 
I  havey  etc.| 

BOBT.  O.  QOSSNCK 


(laalMiire  1  In  VobtflL] 
ArtioU  fircm  IM  Evmiimf  Standard,  London^  Jamuarjf  19, 189C 

VbM  Cuban  insurrection  is  as  long  lived  as  the  Carlist  revolt.  There  ia  ne  oal^ 
lating  the  amount  of  blood  and  treasure  which  have  been  drawn  from  the  mo<^ 
oountry  to  restore  quiet  to  the  island  within  the  past  few  years.  Reenforcements 
troops  have  been  sent  periodically  from  Cadiz  and  Santander,  not  a  tithe  of  whi 
will  ever  see  Spain  again ;  captain-general  succeeds  captain-general  with  the  rd 
larity  of  clockwork,  and  notwithstanding  the  end  never  is,  but  always  to  be.  T 
insurgents  are  beaten  on  the  average  twice  a  month,  yet  somehow  they  always  tii 
up  in  exceUent  health  and  spirits  as  if  they  thrived  on  repeated  defeat.  It  is  vi 
difficult  to  get  at  the  truth  about  Cuba ;  but  one  prediction  may  be  made  with  safe^ 
As  long  as  Don  Carlos  parades  Navarre  and  the  Vasoongadas,  the  naoification 
Cuba  will  be  adjourned.  No  Spaniard  with  the  spirit  of  a  true  hidalgo  will  ai^ 
for  a  moment  in  public  controversy  that  his  country  can  part  with  the  island,  ai 
yet  there  is  scarcely  one  traveled  and  educated  Spaniard,  we  venture  to  affirm,  wl 
will  not  admit  in  tne  intimacy  of  private  conversation  that  his  country  can  not  ho 
the  islsnd.  If  we  are  to  credit  a  statement  of  the  grievances  of  the  Cubans  p^ 
lished  in  the  Paris  Temps  yesterday  evening,  Spain  deserves  to  lose  the  rich  poM^ 
•ion  which  she  has  held  and  misgoverned  since  1511. 

According  to  this  document,  the  islaud  contains  nearly  a  million  and  »  half 
people,  a  quarter  of  them  European  Spaniards,  birds  of  passage,  desiring  to  make 
fortune  and  then  return  home ;  another  quarter  negroes,  and  the  otiier  hw  natives 
the  offspring  of  Creoles,  oolonists,  or  foreigners.  Cuba  returned  deputies  to  tl 
Cortes  till  1^,  when  it  was  deprived  of  its  representation  and  subjected  to  speoij 
laws.  This  course  was  instigated  by  the  then  Governor-General  'Aeon,  inflneocM 
by  the  Catalans,  who  carried  on  the  slave  trade  and  were  afraid  the  deputies  woo] 
denounce  their  trade,  and  the  monopoly  of  the  resooroes  of  the  island  by  8psni< 
adTe&tfuers.  The  oolonists  vainly  protested;  their  hopes  of  a  separate  eonstitDticI 
-were  disappointed,  and  in  1851  there  was  a  rising,  aided  by  Amerioan  filibiisl«ii 
whieh  was  eaaUj  siippieesed.  In  1865  Marshal  Serrano  assured  tiie  Cmbans  tii^ 
ll^y  would ■ooa  M  afiMii  repceaanted  in  the  Cortes;  but  the  reaotlooariM  and  lUI 
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U  Madrid  U  pnreDt  mit  nfytm^  and  Ihairofforte  lad  i» 
Wilis  dona  Init  the  Mmointment  of  »  paoked  oomdasimi  of  inquiry^  whieh 
p  vitb  dwifd  doom  mt  Madrid. 
ilW  difciii  dAlagstea  ahowod  that  the  ialaod  was  depopnlatad,  and  mlfcht  anpporl 
1/01,000  of  inhabitanti ;  that  acaioely  a  tenth  of  the  land,  the  moat  fertile  m  the 
Nsld,  waa  enltiTated;  that  no  roada  exiated  exeept  the  few  made  by  the  eolonisto; 
Ia;  the  Jndieial  and  adminiatratiTe  anthoritiaa  were  oormpt;  that  there  waa  an 
tteaoa  m  all  freedom;  and  that  the  onormooa  taxation  leried  waa  expended  in 
iyeaiah  ecspediticma  to  Santo  Domingo  and  elaewliera.  and  in  Uriah  official  aalariea. 
f?ajiiarda  Tery  often,  we  are  afraid,  role  Coba^  not  in  the  intereata  of  Cnba,  or  of 
h»eiB,  but  of  themaelrea.  Tb^  go  thera,  not  to  aettle  down  and  beoome  indastriona 
iTefLeia  therein,  bnt  to  "make  a  pile"  and  depart.  Some  of  the  grieTanoee  ander 
rhi-  h  tbe  inland  labored  haTo  been  remored,  bat  moat  of  them  are  still  nnredrpi«8«d. 
Tm  i«TolntiontatB»  on  whom  the  ahoe  pinohaa,  may  be  exenaed  for  their  resistance 
wUieirtaalcmaatera;  but  aaaoredly  nnder  no  eironmatanoea  ia  the  interferenre  of 
yns^  Taakaaa  la  the  ooncema  of  other  people  to  be  exenaed,  mneh  leaa  applanded. 

THB  UHTTED  8TATB8  AHD  CUBA. 

T^«  Speetator  aava  that  Engllahmen  may  be  paving  too  little  attention  to  the  rela- 
kits  between  Spain  and  the  United  8tatea«  If  the  docnmenta  Jast  prosented  to 
^QD^reaa  are  aeriona  at  all,  therare  moat  important  docnmenta,  and  we  incline,  afl^r 
bk^ng  erenr  allowance  for  the  necessitiea  and  pecnliaritiea  of  President  Grant's 
h"ition,  to  beUere  that  they  are  more  aeriona  than  ia  generally  imagined.  It  ia 
^ef«etly  possible  that  General  Grant  haa  decided  in  hia  own  mind  that  he  will  not 
nit  offiee  withont  inflicting  punishment  on  Spain,  and  that  he  haa  renewed  hia 
!iiQ(^lAinta  with  an  intention  of  making  them  neard,  and  that  he  ia  now  deliber- 
lAelj  warning  Congress,  the  American  people,  and  the  European  Statea  that  he 
'  *s&s  to  have  either  redress  or  war. 

Hfe  may  be  trifling  with  the  world,  bnt  it  ia  mnch  more  probable  that  he  la  not: 
^4  if  he  ia  not  he  ia  taking  preelsely  the  atepa  Enropean  diplomatiata  woald 
»*-peci.  He  ia  demanding  definitely  and  distinctly  a  Jnst  thing,  the  trial  of  General 
I^'irriel,  which  the  Spanish  Goyemment  can  not,  withont  risking  a  collision  with 
^'^  Tolimteera,  conceae,  except  on  paper.  He  is  telling  Madrid  in  toe  plainest  worda 
^  tui  nae  that  nnleaa  he  can  obtain  redreaa  he  ahall  propoae  to  resort  to  force. 

It  seema  to  na  that  to  imagine  Preaident  Grant,  wiu  a  Democratic  minority  in  the 
Bouse  of  BepreaentatiTea,  a  great  Spanish  fleet  in  the  harbor  of  Habana,  and  the  Preai- 
itfitial  eonTontion  almost  at  hand,  la  doing  all  thia  in  order  to  eonrt  a  alap  in  the  faoe 
^Doi  Madrid,  a  alap  wMeh,  nnresented,  would  send  him  on  his  retirement  in  to  a  discred- 
it obseority,  ia  almost  abanrd ;  and  if  he  ia  in  eameat  the  aituation  ia  moat  aeriona. 
^tis  sU  Tory  well  to  talk  of  the  American  Conatitntion  and  the  Democratic  minority 
*<^  the  abaence  of  material  preparationa  in  the  United  States.  The  President  can 
•"tder  aay  movement,  either  of  fleet  or  army,  that  he  pleases.  The  Spaniards  are  in 
^n  humor  to  bear  interference,  and  if  they  defy  the  Union  neither  Democrats  nor 
^tabticaaa  will  rememl>er  party  aqnabblea.  Thev'  might  refuse  the  Preaident  his 
*'^Ti  term*  and  might  be  ready  to  hang  him,  but  they  would  plunge  into  war  with 
^nte  tha  leaa  fierceneaa  and  oarrr  it  on  with  none  the  leaa  aecision.  They  know 
.'^eotly  well  that  they  might  and  would  suffer  at  first,  but  they  believe  that  within 
^x  montlia  everr  spare  ironclad  in  the  world,  including,  perhaps,  half  the  Turkish 
-^  would  be  in  their  hands;  that  Cuba  would  be  full  of  western  soldiers,  and 

that  the  Spaaiaxda  would  be  vainly  endeavoring  to  ahield  their  own  harbora  from 

ittKk. 


(TaelosiiTe  %  Is  Ke.  Mi.] 
ArHeU  ftcm  PaU  Mall  Oanette,  January  g9,  i879. 

TRX  TAUDITT  OF  IimBBNATIOHAL  LAW. 

Hiere  la  nothing  in  which  Engliah  writers  ought  to  be  more  guarded  than  the  dla- 
^if*\tm  of  the  pr&ciplea  of  international  law.  By  slow  steps  a  limited  number  of 
Kinciplea  r^^^nlating  the  intercourse  of  nations  in  peace  and  war  have  been  accepted 
kr  the  efvUlfled  world,  and,  taken  aa  a  whole,  those  princxplea  conatitute  a  main 
^^feoae  of  the  commercial  nationa  against  the  military  nations.  Of  the  former  claaa 
Upland  ia  the  most  powerful  representative,  and  her  voice  is  still  potcmt  enough  in 
•Qe  eounaela  of  aggregate  Europe  to  forbid  any  relaxation  of  rulea  that  experience 
it^ihown  to  be  ONniefieial  in  their  regulationa  of  the  conduct  of  nations  toward  one 
■aother.  At  the  aame  time  it  is  plain  that  some  of  the  great  military  powers  feel 
'•^CQisalvaa  hampered  in  their  policy  by  these  aame  ralea,  and  would  be  well  pleased 
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1/  ib&f  oonld  vroome  the  TeTiaion  of  them  by  a  general  international 


of 


better  still,  ix  they  ooold  bring  it  to  be  onderstood  that  the  rales  were  no^  • 
renal  application,  bat,  while  applicable  to  normal  casee,  might  be  modified 
pemed  with  whenever  the  oironmstanoes  were  in  any  way  extraordinary. 

A  State  may  do  this  at  present,  bat  it  is  at  its  own  peril;  it  inoars  the  rialc  of 
moiral  censnre  which  even  the  Qerman  Empire  does  not  wholly  disregard,  and 
likely  to  aronse  a  Jealons  and  vhndictiTe  feeling  among  neig[hboring  States  wrbo 
alder  the  mles  of  international  law  as  their  best  secnrity  against  aggressive  aiirpr 
Bnt  if  the  right  of  free  interpretation  were  once  conceded^  pretexts  wonld  neve: 
wanting  for  the  snspension  or  modification  of  the  ordinary  rales  of  intemational 
whenever  strong  powers  fonnd  those  rales  embarrassing. 

In  commenting  apon  Mr.  Fish's  Cnban  dispatch  the  other  day  the  Times  azlxib 
this  danger  in  a  very  striking  manner.  The  remarks  of  the  Times  are  often  snpp^ 
by  foreigners  to  correspond  with  some  intentions  of  English  statesmanship^  ar 
realljrli^arioas  mistake  may  originate  in  what  is  merely  the  verbiage  of  inisap 
hension.  The  American  demands  apon  Spain  are  evidently  the  more  satisfactor 
onr  contemporary  becaase  they  coincide  with  and  sustain  the  tracolenoe  with  wl 
the  Madrid  Qovemment  was  rated  the  other  day  for  its  complicity  in  the  misdeed 
the  Carlists  on  the  coast  of  Biscay. 

We  are  told  what  is  qnite  true,  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  Spain  to  ana 
Mr.  Fish's  indictment;  but  it  is  added,  suspiciously,  ''The purists  of  intematic 
law  may  at  once  be  warned  off  the  field  of  discussion.''  But  why  f  Of  what  of 
sive  intentions  are  these  "purists"  suspected f  They  may,  it  seems,  suggest  a€ 
answer  to  Mr.  Fish's  charges  that  "  the  United  States  have  no  more  right  to  did 
how  Spain  shall  govern  Cuba  than  Spain  has  to  order  the  reorganization  of 
South;"  and  they  may  point  out  imaginary  parallel  cases  in  which  Spanish  anbji 
injured  by  civil  warfare  in  the  United  States  would  be  left  without  redress.  J 
the  writer  goes  on  to  say,  ''  These  arguments  are  fit  merely  for  lecture  rooms.     ' 

gractical  answer  is  that  the  general  rules  of  international  usage,  conveniently  cal 
itemationad  law,  can  be  applied  only  to  ordinary  cases  of  warfare.  Since  then 
no  international  parliament,  each  nation  is  Justified  in  defending  its  intereaia 
exceptional  measures  when  they  are  attacked  in  an  exceptional  manner.  Mr.  i 
mmj  plead  that  international  law  presupposes  the  power  or  the  readiness  of  Sts 
to  be  ffnided  bv  the  ordinary  mles  of  civilized  morality,  and  that  in  her  relatii 
wil^  Cuba  Spam  has  systematically  set  those  rules  at  defiance.  The  case  of  the  i 
gimiui  was  such  an  oatrage  on  the  usual  laws  of  warfare  as  to  debar  her  from  af) 
wards  invoking  them  on  ner  own  behalf.  The  duty,  therefore,  of  the  United  Sts 
must  be  determined,  not  by  the  letter  of  international  law,  but  by  general  consid 
ations  of  policy." 

The  writer  snpposes  that  ''the  general  rales  of  international  usage,  convenien 
ealled  international  law,  can  be  applied  only  to  oases  of  ordinary  warfare."  Oil 
onslv,  according  to  this  view,  there  are  no  such  rules  applying  to  a  state  of  peace 
to  disturbances  not  recognized  as  belligerency.  But  next  we  come  to  a  naked  ass 
tion  of  the  interpretation  of  the  freedom  for  which  the  great  military  ^ovemmei 
are  anxious.  How  easy  it  would  be  for  a  power  with  an  overwhelming  army 
prove  to  its  own  satisfaction  that  **  its  interests  had  been  attacked  by  exceptioi 
measures,"  and  must  be  ''defended  in  an  exceptional  manner;"  that  is,  witht 
reference  to  any  precedents  or  accepted  principles  of  international  law.  Can  we  i 
imagine  the  scope  of  this  pretension  serenely  extended  by  Prince  Bismarck  o} 
Belgium  or  Switzerland f  Might  not  Prince  Gortschakoff,  just  as  weU  as  Mr.  Vh 
plead  that  "international  law  presupposes  the  power  or  the  readiness  of  States  to 
guided  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  civilized  morality,"  and  declare  that  Turkey  h 

f  laced  herself  outside  the  pale  of  those  rules  by  ceasing  to  be  rigorously  virtuot 
erhaps,  however,  the  most  curious  application  of  this  new  method  of  treatii 
international  law  is  the  assertion  that  because  Spain  behaved  badly  in  the  afl^iir 
the  Virginin9  she  became  henceforth  and  forever  an  outlaw  among  nations,  exclud 
from  any  advantages  that  international  law  secures  to  more  respectable  govenuni'n* 
This  is  a  hard  saying.  Are  we  to  understand  that  one  violation  of  an  aoknowledg 
international  rule  by  a  State  excuses  other  States  from  paying  any  regard  to  mle» 
all  in  their  relations  with  the  offender  f  If  it  does  not  mean  this,  what  are  the  limi 
of  its  meaning f  "Not  the  letter  of  international  law,  but  general  oonsideratioos 
policy"  are  to  govern  the  conduct  of  the  civilized  world  toward  a  State  that  on 
Dre^u  the  law  Itself.  This  sort  of  reasoning  would  Justify  ns  in  refusing  to  prote 
a  eonvict  fh>m  the  brntality  of  his  warders  on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  rigbt 
appeal  to  the  protection  of  the  law  he  had  broken."  "General  oonsiderations 
policy"  will,  in  practice,  mean  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  State  that  pt 
claims  itself  aggrievedi  but  when  we  ask  why  these  should  override  "  the  letter 
international  law,"  we  must  remember  what  international  law  ia.  Although  it 
not  law  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term,  it  is,  as  Professor  Cairnes  says,  "the  fonn 
arpiession  of  the  publio  opinion  of  the  civilized  world  respecting  the  rales  of  eondaj 
whieh  onght  to  gevem  tne  relations  of  independent  national  and  la  oonaaqneatJ 
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derlTdd  ftom  thi&  source  from  whioh  all  public  opinion  flows — ^the  moral  and  intel- 
leotOAl  oonvictions  of  mankind."  It  is  snrely  no  more  desirable  that  this  pnblio 
opinios  should  be  set  at  naught  by  the  interest  or  conyenienoe  of  a  particular  State 
than  that  a  particular  individual  should  be  considered  justified  in  modifying  to  stdt 
his  own  inclinations  or  objects  the  accepted  morality  of  the  society  in  which  ne  lives. 


Mr.  Sohenck  to  Mr,  Fish. 

No.  865.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londonj  February  1, 1876.    (Received  February  16.) 

Sib:  GHie  question  of  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain  continues,  in  some  form,  almost  daily  to  occupy  the  attentiou  of 
the  English  public  and  press. 

The  interview  represented  as  having  been  held  with  you  by  a  reporter 
of  the  New  York  World  has  been  this  morning  the  subject  of  a  long 
editorial  comment  in  the  London  Times,  and  I  send  you  herewith  the 
article,  which  you  may  take  some  interest  in  reading,  even  if  you  should 
not  think  it  of  value  enough  to  be  preserved. , 

I  have,  etc,  Eobt.  0.  Sohsnok. 


[Inolosnre  in  No.  805.] 
Article  from  London  limes,  February  2, 1876, 

When  it  became  known  in  the  United  States  that  the  State  Department  at  Wash- 
ington had  iuTited  the  cooperation  of  the  European  powers  in  the  difficult  task  of 
bnii^ng  Spain  to  reason  there  was  a  thrill  of  mingled  surprise  and  relief.  "  What 
bus  become  of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  thenT'  was  the  first  question  that  caught  hold 
of  the  public  mind.  If,  howeyer,  tne  opponents  of  General  Grant's  Administration 
had  hoped  to  create  any  embarrassment  for  the  Republican  President  and  his  min- 
isters by  raising  and  pressing  this  question  their  expectations  have  not,  apparently, 
borne  srait.  We  should  by  this  time  have  had  news  of  an  a^tation  of  popular 
opinion  if  any  such  movement  had  occurred,  for,  though  the  tull  text  of  the  dis- 
patches sent  by  Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Gushing  and  General  Scnenck  were  only  laid  before 
theHonse  of  Representatives  on  the  2l8t  of  January,  it  was  well  known  and  was  not 
dented  by  the  organs  of  the  Government  that  the  right  of  the  leading  European 
powers  to  interfere  in  the  politics  of  the  American  Continent  had  been  recognized, 
sod  in  some  sense  invited,  by  the  Department  of  State. 

We  published  vesterday  the  report  of  an  interesting  interview  with  Mr.  Fish,  which 
most  of  oonrse  be  received  with  a  cautious  reserve,  since  it  is  vouched  for  only  by 
a  powerfol  Democratic  journal,  the  implacable  enemy  and  unsparing  critic  of  the 
Repabhean  Administration.  The  statements,  arguments,  and  explanations  attributed 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  are  not,  however,  palpably  spurious;  they  are  very  much 
what  we  shonld  be  prepared  to  find  an  astute  statesman  advancing  who  felt  it 
inoombent  npon  liim  to  respect  popular  prejudices  while  receding  from  an  untenable 
position  and  "  minimizing''  obsolete  principles. 

Mr.  Fish,  if  we  accept  the  testimony  of  the  "  interviewer,"  frankly  admitted  two 
<iay8  before  the  presentation  of  the  correspondence  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
that  he  had  invited  the  European  Governments  to  examine  and  consider  the  actual 
KUte  of  things  in  Cuba,  with  a  view  to  their  aiding  the  United  States,  to  use  Mr. 
FUh's  words,  ''in  onr  appeals  to  Spain,  on  purely  right  grounds,  without  any  prej* 
Qdioe  in  our  favor  whatsoever." 

llii«  admission  hardly  goes  so  far  as  to  disclose  the  solicitation  contained  in  the 
dispatch  to  General  Schenck,  in  which  Mr.  Fish  suggests  that  ''the  Gk>vemmGnt  of 
Great  Britain  may  possibly,  of  its  own  accord,  think  proper  in  view  of  its  own 
interests,  to  cooperate  with  the  United  States  in  this  effort  to  arrest  the  cruel  war 
of  derastation:  humanity,  its  own  great  interests,  and  regard  for  the  preservation 
of  tbo  peace  of  the  world,  will,  it  is  believed,  without  doubt,  lead  it  to  support  the 
poution  which  this  Government  has  at  length  been  forced  to  assume,  and  to  address 
iti  representative  at  Madrid  to  that  end."  But  the  definition  of  his  diplomatic 
erar86  given  by  Mr.  Fish  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  kindle  a  popul>>:  clamor  if  the 
Monroe  doctrine,  as  generally  understood,  had  kept  its  hold  npon  the  imagiuatioo 
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of  the  Ameiiean  people.    It  wee  in  £Mt  interpreted  to  signii^  a  deliberate  atsem 


with  whieh  the  prinoiplee  laid  down  by  Preaident  Monroe  in  1823  have  been  sappl  i 
that  be  learee  afmoet  nothins  as  the  easenoe  of  the  doctrine  so  long  proelainMd 
be  the  keystone  of  American  liberties. 

To  prove  his  ease  and  defend  his  departnre  from  what  has  been,  at  all  OTeatB,  aro 
posea  to  be  the  tradition  of  American  policy,  Mr.  Fish  adroitly  opens  a  corions  h 
torical  oontroversy.  He  boldly  tarns  the  tables  on  all  European  critics  of  the  Af  onx 
doctrine  with  the  assertion  that  the  real  author  of  the  principle  enunciated  in  Pre 
dent  Monroe's  message  was  neither  the  President  himself  nor,  as  has  been  mor«  coj 
monly  aoeepted,  his  Beoretary  of  State  and  successor  in  the  Presidential  offlee^  J<»] 
Quinoy  Adams,  onl^  of  all  men  in  the  world,  Mr.  Canning.  The  revelation  is  aatOQ  d 
ing.  Are  we,  then,  to  believe  that  the  statesman  who  boasted,  in  the  name  of  t 
country,  that  he  "  called  the  New  World  into  existence  to  redress  the  balance  of  tl 
Old,''  was  so  heedless  of  the  consequences  of  his  acts  that,  having  created  a  ne 
order  where  chaos  had  reigned  previously,  he  was  willing  to  assent  to  a  'p}e€l^ 
excluding  the  ereatlng  power  from  any  regnlation  of  the  created  elements,  wliatev* 
might  be  their  eonftision  or  conflicts  f 

This  is  almost  incredible,  and  we  have,  moreover,  some  recollection  that  Canoin 
more  than  onee  protested  against  the  restrictive  and  exclusive  policy  on  which  tl 
Qovemment  of  President  Monroe  seemed  disposed  to  insist.  But  when  we  look  i 
the  evidence  on  which  Mr.  Fish-asserts  that  Canning  was  responsible  for  the  Monrc 
docteine,  even  In  its  OTiginal  and  narrowest  form,  we  are  astonished  at  the  inte 
lectual  audacity  of  the  attempt  to  give  the  irrelevant  relevancy  by  dint  of  stoc 
alBrmation. 

The  Monroe  doctrine,  as  laid  down  in  the  message  of  December  2, 1823.  plainl 
warns  the  European  powers  that  the  American  Government  would  **  consider  an 
attempt  to  extend  their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  (the  Western)  Hemisphere  a 
dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety."  The  President  was  good  enough  to  assure  th 
European  powers  that  no  interference  with  the  *'  existing  colonies  or  dependenciee 
was  intended;  *'  but,"  he  added,  and  this  Is  the  kernel  of  the  "  doctrine,"  ''with  th 
Governments  who  have  declared  their  independence,  and  maintained  it,  and  who» 
independence  we  havsu  on  great  consideration  and  Just  principles,  acknowledged,  wi 
could  not  view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  tnem,  or  controlliDi 
in  any  other  manner  their  destiny  by  any  European  power,  in  any  other  light  Uiai 
as  the  manifestation  oil  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  tne  United  Statee."  Mr 
Canning  was  eertainly  adverse  to  Spain  and  friendly  toward  the  revolted  colonies  o\ 
Spain ;  out  even  if  his  feelings  had  warped  his  judgment,  he  could  hardly,  one  migh1 
nel  sure,  have  advised  the  American  Government  to  warn  us  of  "any  interposition 
for  the  pnrpoM,^^  not  only,  be  it  observed,  "of  oppressing"  the  States  that  hmc 
asserted  their  independence,  but  even  "  of  controlling  them  in  any  other  manner.' 
Timiing,  however,  to  Mr.  Fish's  citations  iVom  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Rush,  thai 
American  minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  of  his  conversations  with  Mr.  Can* 
ning,  we  discover  what  it  was  that  the  English  statesman  actually  said.  He  gave^ 
as  we  should  have  expected,  sound,  sensible,  spirited  advice,  with  not  a  single  wore 
in  it  that  could  Justiiy  the  pretensions  of  President  Monroe's  message. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  United  States  was  deeply  interested  in  the  strnggle 
between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colonies,  and  that  the  American  Government  had  aa 
irresistible  elaim  to  make  its  influence  felt  in  proportion  to  its  interest  in  the  strife. 
He  urged  that  Europe  should  recognize  this  claim  in  all  dealings  with  American  poU 
itics,  but  he  assumed  that  such  dealings  there  must  be.  He  upbraided  the  American 
people  with  their  indifference  to  the  interference  of  the  European  monarchies  in  th& 
political  arrangements  of  the  New  World,  but  the  remedy  he  advocated  was  not  tbo 
Bnrlv  iflolationlnsisted  xipfm  by  Monroe,  but  a  cordial  and  steadv  cooperation  between 
England  and  the  United  States  as  a  counterpoise,  not  in  prohibition  of  the  inflaence 
of  other  powers.  These  are  Mr.  Canning's  words,  and  nothing  could  be  less  open  to 
misoonstmetion:  "Had  not  a  new  epochs"  he  asked  Mr.  Rush,  "arrived  in  the  relft- 
tive  position  of  the  United  States  toward  Europe  which  Europe  must  acknowledge  f 
Were  the  great  commercial  interests  which  hung  upon  the  destinies  of  thenew  conti- 
nent to  be  canvassed  and  adjusted  in  this  hemisphere  without  the  eooperation  or 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  United  States  t  Were  thev  to  be  eanvaased  and  adjusted, 
he  wenld  even  add,  without  some  proper  understanding  between  tisa  United  StslM 
and  Qieai  Britain  as  the  two  ohiefeommercial  and  maritime  States  of  botii  woridsf 
He  hoped  not;  he  would  wish  to  persuade  himself  not." 

This  was  Canning's  conception  of  the  attitude  which  the  United  States  ought  ts 
have  assumed  in  American  affisirs  and  in  their  relations  with  the  Eoxepean  powers. 
Three  months  later  came  President  Monroe's  message,  with  the  dootarine  which  Mr* 
Fish  asserts  to  be  traceable  to  Canning's  suggestion,  bat  whioh  Msoui  to  as,  accord* 
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isg  to  the  obTloiiB  ecmiitnietion  of  laDgnage,  not  to  be  reoonoilable  either  In  termt 
or  senee  with  Canning'B  woTds. 

Unfortunately  the  theory  as  defined  by  Adams  and  enonnced  by  Monroe  became 
further  coimpted  in  the  popnlar  politics  of  the  United  States  nntil  it  degenerated 
into  a  omde  and  barren  ery  of  ''America  for  Americans."  In  practice  the  good  sense 
of  American  statesmen  mingated  its  mischiefii  and  absardities,  thongh  its  pretensions 
bumpered  their  freedom  of  action  i^jarionsly  and  kept  many  periloaB  questions  open 
that  might  haye  been  nsefoUy  closed  by  diplomacy.  As  Mr.  Fish  tells  as,  "  the  very 
next  year  after  President  Monroe  advanced  that  doctrine  the  United  States  asked 
RnssiA  to  mediate  with  Spain  to  stop  the  war  between  Spain  and  the  South  American 
GoTemmente,  whose  independence  the  United  States  had  acknowledged." 

Bat  the  effect  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  was,  on  the  whole,  so  pemicions,  especially 
in  its  moral  influence  over  the  American  mind,  that  we  decline  to  admit  the  &ther- 
ing  of  it  upon  Canning.  It  produced  at  the  time  of  the  Mexican  expedition  a  rank- 
Ung  indigBation  at  imaginary  wrongs  that  would  never  have  come  into  being  if  that 
tmrooky  experiment  in  politics  had  been  looked  upon  without  jealousy.  Many 
Americans  came  at  length  to  believe  not  only  that  the  Monroe  doctnne  was  a  law  of 
nature,  but  that  the  existence  of  the  British  colonies,  the  Spanish  colonies,  the 
eolooies  of  France  and  Holland,  and  the  Empire  of  Brazil  upon  the  soU  of  the  West- 
ern €k>ntinent8  was  an  insupportable  outrage.  From  these  exaggerations  of  an 
originalljr  foolish  claim  we  are  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Fish  has  withdrawn,  and  that  he 
shapes  his  policy  rather  by  the  precedents  of  President  Monroe's  Administration 
than  by  the  principles  laid  down  in  President  Monroe's  message.  The  invitation 
addressed  to  the  European  powers  is  declared  by  Mr.  Fish  to  fall  outside  the  scope 
of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  because  Cuba  is  still  technically  a  "  oolony  "  of  Spain  and 
has  not  atioceeded  in  asserting  her  independence.  But  the  spirit  of  President  Mon- 
roe's message  clearly  would  exclude  the  interference  in  Cuba  of  any  other  European 
power  bnt  Spain,  for  no  other  can  claim  the  locus  standi  of  an  esdsting  possessory 
interest.  This  spirit  Mr.  Fish  has  utterly  cast  out,  and  if  he  be  willing  practically 
to  read  the  Monroe  doctrine  backward  and  to  interpret  it  according  to  the  counsels 
of  Canning,  which  the  original  dogma  directly  traversed,  we  shall  not  grudge  him 
BQCcesa  inluB  efforts  to  preserve  the  appearance  of  consistency. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  SoKenek. 

No.  847.J  Department  of  Statb, 

Wmhingionj  February  21^  1876. 

Sib:  I  inclose  herewith  for  yonr  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  ol 
tlie  23d  of  January  last,  Ko.  1279,  from  Mr.  Hitt,  charg6  d'affaires  ad 
int4.*rim  at  Paris,  which  contains  an  account  of  a  recent  interview  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Duke  Decazes  in  relation  to  the  Cuban  question. 
I  am,  sir,  eto^ 

Hamilton  Fish. 


ITAXiir. 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  MarsK 


No.  503,  of  Kovember  16, 1876,  and  telegram  of  December  13, 1876. 
(Same  as  ^o.  756,  of  I^ovember  15, 1875,  and  telegram  of  December  6, 
1875,  to  Mr.  Washburne,  pp.  98,  99.) 


Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.  FisK 

[Telflgnm.] 

Bomb,  December  14j  1975. 

ItaUan  Goyemment  will  instruct  minister  at  Madrid  to  take  favorable 
opportunity  to  urge  expediency  of  fulfilling  duties  of  Bpain  to  United 
8tat68|  and  of  paSfying  Cuba,  without  specii^^g  meaBores. 
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Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.  Fish. 

No.  58B.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Borne,  December  14j  1&Z5. 

Sib  :  Yonr  telegram  of  the  13th^  directing  me  to  carry  out  instnictiQ 
No.  503,  reached  me  at  1  o'clock  m  the  night  of  the  13th-14th  install 
At  an  early  honr  in  the  morning  I  asked,  by  note,  a  special  intervie 
with  the  minister  of  foreign  afflaSrs.  This  was  appointed  for  the  aftc 
noon  by  him,  and  I  accordmgly  had  a  fall  conversation  with  Mr.  Yiscon 
Yenosta  on  the  snbject  of  the  instmction  to  Mr.  Gashing. 

I  thonght  it,  on  the  whole,  expedient  to  make  fioill  notes  of  the  col 
tents  of  the  instmction  and  to  read  them  to  the  minister,  with  sue 
brief  oral  explanations  as  suggested  themselves,  instead  of  literal] 
reading  the  whole  instruction,  conforming  myself,  however,  as  close] 
as  I  was  able,  to  the  tenor  of  the  instrnction. 

The  only  point  of  importance  on  which  I  added  anything  beyond  mei 
verbaJ  explanations  and  suggestions  and  statistical  facts  was  in  rega^ 
to  the  alleged  desire  of  the  United  States  for  the  annexation  of  Cubi 
which  is  widely  believed  in  Euroi>e  to  be  the  guiding  motive  in  all  tt 
action  of  the  Federal  Government  in  its  relations  with  Spain.  I  state 
that  the  editorial  tone  of  many  journals  in  the  United  States,  and  th^ 
of  many  articles  in  journals  not  professedly  advocating  the  annexatioi 
was  prompted  by  fraudulentiy  naturalized  Cubans,  re&gees,  and  oth< 
persons  interested  in  severing  the  connection  between  Spain  and  Onb£ 
that  I  knew  no  reason  to  think  that  the  general  population  of  the  Unite 
States,  still  less  the  more  enlightened  and  patriotic  daases,  desired  tli 
possession  of  the  island,  and  that  I  did  not  in  the  least  doubt  the  sii 
cerity  of  the  President's  disclaimer  of  such  a  wish;  and  I  observed  tha 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  had  destroyed  the  force  < 
the  motives  which  led  Mr.  Buchanan's  Administration  to  propose  tb 
purchase  of  Guba,  and  had  rendered  the  annexation  of  the  island  n 
longer  specially  desirable  as  a  political  object  to  any  section  of  tb 
United  States. 

I  referred  also,  by  way  of  illustration,  to  the  pretense  of  French,  and  t 
some  extent  of  Italian,  journals  that  the  intervention  of  the  Emperc 
Napoleon  in  in  Mexico  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  ambitious  view 
of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  territorial  extension,  and  x>ointed  oti 
that  after  the  capture  of  the  Gity  of  Mexico  by  General  Scott  we  wer 
virtually  in  possession  of  the  whole  country,  and  could  have  retained  \ 
if  we  had  so  desired,  but  that  we  voluntarily  surrendered  it,  retainiD) 
only  Galifomia  and  some  other  territory  then  thought  to  possess  litti 
value,  and  paying  to  Mexico  a  large  sum  as  an  indemnity. 

I  also  thought  it  not  disrespectful  to  the  Administration  to  allnde  t( 
the  unworthy  suggestion  constantiy  made  in  Europe,  that  the  late  ati 
tion  of  the  Government  in  the  matter  has  been  a  mere  *^electioaeerin{ 
maneuver,"  by  pointing  out  that  the  character  of  the  pi'esent  Adminifl 
tration  warranted  no  suspicion  of  such  motives  and  that  in  the  preseni 
condition  of  political  parties  and  of  public  opinion  in  the  United  State) 
the  measure  in  question  could  serve  no  such  purpose  and  be  designee 
for  no  such  end. 

I  have,  eto^  Geobgb  P.  Mabsh. 
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PORTUGAIi. 

Mr.  Fiah  to  Mr.  Moran» 


So.  21  of  Kovember  15, 1875.    (Same  as  No.  756  of  same  date  to  Mr. 
Wafihbnrae,  p.  ^) 


Mr.  Maran  to  Mr.  Fuh. 
Xo.  47.]  Legation  op  the  Unitko  States, 

Lisbony  December  P,  1875. 

Sir:  I  received  your  Nob.  21  and  22,  with  inclosaren,  on  the  6th 
instant,  and  have  made  myself  thoroughly  familiar  with  their  contents. 
In  compliance  with  the  instrnctions  in  the  x>oRtscript  to  Ko.  21, 1  have 
Dot  oommnnicated  the  substance  of  your  No.  2(}6  to  Mr.  Gushing  to  Mr. 
Corvo;  but  should  you  direct  me  by  telegraph  or  otherwise  to  do  so 
your  orders  shall  be  promptly  attended  to. 

At  present  I  can  not  form  a  reliable  opinion  as  to  the  steps  Portugal 
may  be  disposed  to  take  in  her  intercourse  with  Spain  touching  this 
painful  conflict  in  Cuba,  but  I  think  that  her  anxiety  to  be  on  good 
tf^nnswith  that  Government  will  cause  her  to  hesitate  to  urge  upon  the 
Spanish  cabinet  at  this  time  the  importance  and  necessity  of  either 
abandoning  or  terminating  the  contest,  however  much  she  may  desire 
to  see  it  brought  to  an  end. 

I  have^  etCy  Benjamin  Moban. 


Mr.  Moran  to  Mr.  Fish. 
XaSLJ  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Liabony  December  31^  1675. 

Sir  :  Sefior  Alexander  de  Castro,  who  was  recently  appointed  ambas- 
Mdor  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  Spain  near  this 
court,  arrived  in  Lisbon  on  the  2l8t  instant,  had  an  audience  with  and 
presented  bis  letter  of  credence  to  the  King  on  the  28th,  and  yesterday 
and  to-day  received  by  invitation  his  colleagues  of  the  corps  diplo- 
matiqae  at  the  palace  of  the  Marquis  de  Penaiiel,  which  he  has  taken 
for  his  residence  during  his  stay  in  Lisbon. 

I  caUed  npon  his  excellency  this  afternoon  and  was  cordially  received. 
He  is  a  person  of  good  presence,  is  tall  and  courtly,  and  would  be 
called  dirangnd  in  any  society.  Our  conversation  was  brief,  but  we 
did  not  in  any  way  touch  upon  politics.  As  neither  he  nor  I  had  any- 
thing to  say  to  each  other  about  the  relatimis  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  we  prudently  avoided  any  reference  to  that  subject; 
bat  I  was  stinck  witii  the  conviction  that  I  shall  find  him  at  least  a 
courteous  colleague. 

Why  Spain  has  sent  an  ambassador  here  to  replace  an  envoy  ex- 
traordinary is  not  very  well  understood,  esj)ecially  as  Portugal  can  not 
return  the  honor.  It  is  generally  believed,  however,  in  well-informed 
circles  in  Lisbon,  that  it  is  more  a  personal  compliment  to  Sefior  de 
Gastit)  on  the  part  of  his  sovereign  than  a  mark  of  admiration  for 
Portugal,  although  his  speech  to  the  King,  a  copy  and  translatio;n  of 
which  I  inclose,  with  the  King's  reply,  would  lead  the  world  to  a  dif- 
ferent oondnsion.    He  is  a  man  of  considerable  influence  in  Spain 
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under  the  piesent  Gtovemment,  and  it  is  well  known  that  he  has  n 
intention  of  remaining  here  for  more  than  five  or  six  months.  You.  'wH 
observe  that  he  cautiously  insinuates  disapprobation  of  an  Iberia: 
union;  but  this  Gk)yemment  is  very  anxious  on  that  pointy  and  it  is  no 
sure  that  Spain  will  not  overrun  Portugal  in  the  event  of  the  indc 
pendence  of  Cuba  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  her  greatest  colony 
And  yety  fJthough  Spain  undoubtedly  longs  for  the  unification  of  th 
peninsula — alUiough  such  unification  would  be  quite  as  beneficial  1> 
Portugal  as  to  Spain^^dthough  England  and  Scotland  hated  on 
another  worse  than  Spain  and  Portugal  do.  and  yet  eventually  cam* 
together  to  their  common  advantage — ^although  the  tendency  tow^ari 
unification  iq  the  general  fact  in  modem  times,  as  evinced  in  the  casei 
of  Sweden  and  Norway,  of  Italy,  and  of  Germany,  and  can  not  fSedl  b 
come  sooner  or  later  as  respects  Spain  and  Portugal — ^yet,  I  believi 
that  no  sensible  Spaniard  contemplates  this  union  by  means  of  war  o: 
of  any  force  other  than  that  of  circumstances,  which  it  is  certain 
sooner  or  later,  will  induce  Portugal  to  desire  it  equally  with  Spain 
however  strong  the  opposition  to  such  an  end  may  now  be  in  thh 
Eangdom* 

The  underlying  fear,  however,  on  the  part  of  this  Government  and 
people  that  Spain  will  seek  an  early  pretext  to  imperil  the  independence 
of  Portugal  in  the  event  of  her  losing  Cuba,  is  so  apparent  to  me  thai 
I  am  satisfied  that  Portugal  wiU  under  no  circumstances  at  present 
venture  to  urge  upon  the  Spanish  Government  the  importance  of  s\ 
speedy  termination  of  the  conflict  in  Cuba,  although  I  am  satisfied  tbat 
this  Government  ardently  desires  such  a  result.  I  hope,  however,  tbal 
I  may  be  mistaken  in  this,  and  that  when  the  time  arrives  for  action 
Portugal  wOl  not  be  found  wanting  in  her  duty  to  the  cause  of  human- 
ity, justice,  and  mercy. 

I  have,  ete.,  Bsi? jamin  Mobak. 


[iDoloftar^  1  te  Ko.  n.— Tnnalfttion  of  apeeoh  «r  SaOor  de  CMtro  to  tbo  Klnit,  Heeember  V,  ISTft.] 

Sir:  The  King,  Alfonso  XII,  of  Spain  sends  me  to  Tour  M^esty  m  ambaciMuloi 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiiuy.  I  have  now  the  high  honor  to  place  in 
Tonr  Majesty's  hands  the  royal  letter  which  accredits  me. 

Sir,  the  personal  representation  with  which  my  aanist  Sovereign  has  deigned  to 
invest  me  is  a  demonstration  of  the  high  esteem  m  which  Yoar  Mii^esty  is  held  and 
of  my  Sovereign's  ardent  desire  to  cement  more  and  more  the  friendship  with  the 
angnst  person  of  Tonr  Majesty,  with  the  royal  family,  as  weU  as  the  intimate  and 
cordial  alliance  between  two  people  who  mntnally  respect  eaoh  other  and  hold  fra- 
ternal relations. 

To  obey  the  desire  of  my  ansnst  Sovereign  is  my  principal  dnty .  To  fhlfill  this  is 
my  ardent  wish.  One  and  the  other  wifl  be  easy  for  me  to  accomplish  if  Tonr 
Mi^esty  concedes  me  his  good  wiU  and  his  Government  the  oooperanoii  which  is 
necessary. 

Portugal  and  Spain  are  as  two  good  and  old  friends,  who  in  the  reooUectloo  of 
their  respective  and  similar  glorious  actions  can  and  onght  to  Uve  together  withont 
other  rivalries  than  an  honorable  incentiveto  add  to  snch  actiona,  while  being  both 
snpported  by  the  oonstitational  monarchies  by  which  they  are  governed. 

May  Tonr  Mi^eaty  deign  to  accept  the  homage  of  my  profiraiid  reipaolk 


(laelomire  3  Id  Xo.  Bt^^TrsiMlstloa  of  the  King's  ipeodi  la  reply  to  Bflitor  4o  OMrtro, 

28,1875.] 

SeOor  Ambassador:  Having  received  the  letter  of  His  Mi^Mtj  tha  King  of  8palo« 
which  accredits  yon  as  ambassador  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  ai 
my  oonrt,  I  have  heard  with  sincere  nleasnre  all  tiiat  yon  have  Jnst  enieased  to  ms 
in  the  name  of  His  M^esty ;  both  what  relates  to  myself  the  n^yal  aaflj,  and  la 


AFVAIBS  IK  CUBA.  173 

Iks  Bsttoo  •?«r  whoM  dettinies  I  piwide,  as  alio  oonoeming  ilie  iMmoimblft  and 
impovtaat  mteion  to  repreaant  hfta  panonallj  which  your  angost  aoyareigii  haa 
dfiaigned  to  entrust  jca  with. 

Deeplj  aonsible  ox  thia  aot  of  oonrtofT  on  tha  part  of  Hia  Mi^ eaty  tha  King  Alfonao 
Xlly  I  aLUl  alwaya  hold  it  as  an  affreeabladnty  to  reciprocate  nil  beneficent  wisbea. 
I  ahally  moxooTer,  not  ceaae  to  employ  every  means  within  my  reach  to  pn^eerve  tha 
Kood  hanuofiy,  and  cement  more  and  more  the  relatione  of  ainoeie  friendehip  which 
nappily  aabeiat  between  the  two  people,  united  by  identity  of  political  institntiona, 
by  the  record  of  their  gloriooa  deeda  in  the  forefront  of  oivUixation  and  homan 


Am  to  voniaelf,  Sefior  Ambaeaador,  I  have  mneh  pleaanre  in  aeanring  yon  that  I 
hold  in  high  eataeoi  yonr  celebrity  and  the  diatingniahed  qnalitiea  which  adorn  yon ; 
with  aacb  honorable  preeedenta  already  known  to  me,  no  donbt  need  rest  in  yoor 
mind  hat  that  Ton  haye  obtained  amady  the  right  of  mj  good  will  and  to  the 
esteeoi  and  loyal  oooperation  of  my  OoTcnunent. 


Ifr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Monm, 

So.  2flL]  DspiJiTMBirr  of  Statb, 

Washingtanj  January  4y  1876. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatches  numbered  46  and  47  have  been  received.  With 
reference  to  the  last-mentioned  dispatch,  I  have  to  state  that,  although 
a  copy  of  the  instruction  addressed  to  Mr.  Cashing  (No.  266)  was  trans- 
mitted to  yoo,  the  Department,  upon  considering  the  question  of  which 
it  treats,  reached  the  same  conclusions  as  to  the  coarse  which  would 
likely  be  taken  by  the  Government  of  Portugal  as  are  expressed  by 
you;  hence  it  did  not  instruct  you  to  make  any  communication  in  regard 
thereto  to  that  Government^  nor  is  it  at  this  time  deemed  advisable  to 
so  instmct  you* 

I  am,  etOiy  Hamilton  Fish» 


BUSSIA. 

Mr,  FUh  to  Mr,  Soker. 

Ko.  IS  of  November  16, 1875,  and  telegram  of  December  13, 1875. 
(Same  as  Ko.  756  of  November  15, 1875,  and  telegram  of  December 
6, 1875,  to  Mr.  Washburue,  pp.  98,  99.) 


ifr.  Boker  to  Mr. 

[Telegram.] 

St.  Petebsbttbg,  December  16 1875. 

Oortchakoff  promises,  if  Emperor  consent,  representations  shall  be 
toade  to  Spanish  Government  freely,  agreeing  to  do  all  in  his  power  for 
the  preservation  of  good  relations.  He,  however,  doubts  influence  of 
Russia  at  Madrid^  but  sympathetically  appreciates  our  difficulty. 

BOKBB. 


Mr.  Boker  to  Mr.  Fkh. 

No.  SBL]  Lboatiok  of  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 

St.  Petersburg^  December  16j  1875. 

Bm :  I  haTe  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
bitftaiDfc  I  received  from  you  a  cipher  telegram.    As  this  waa  not  written 
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with  the  key  I  had  sent  to  yon,  nor  with  that  which  I  had  at  first  received 
from  yon,  it  was  impossible  to  decipher  it.  I  therefore  tel^raphed  to 
yon,  **  Cipher  nnintelligible;  send  keyword  or  nse  scjrthe.'* 

That  evening  Mr.  Schnyler  succeeded  in  deciphering  your  telegram, 
making  it  read,  '<  Proceed  as  instructed  in  number  thirteen,"  thus  get- 
ting your  keyword,  and  this  interpretation  was  confirmed  by  your  tele^ 
gram  received  yesterday  morning. 

I  immediately  acted  upon  your  iustructions  and  saw  Prince  Gortcha- 
koff.  The  details  of  this  interview  I  shall  give  you  in  another  dispatch. 
As  a  summary  of  its  result,  I  sent  you  a  cipher  telegram^  a  copy  of  which 
I  inclose. 

I  have,  etoi^  Geo.  H.  Boksb. 


Jfr.  Boker  to  Mr,  Fish. 

So.  36.]  LsaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

8t.  Petersburg^  December  Idj  1875. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  in  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions, already  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  35,  I  called  on  Prince 
Gortchakoff  for  the  purpose  of  laying  before  him  the  state  of  the  rela- 
tions existing  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  aa  set  forth  in  the 
inclosures  to  your  dispatch  No.  13,  and  of  suggesting  to  him  whether, 
in  the  present  uncertain  condition  of  the  negotiations,  it  might  not  be 
deemed  advisable  by  the  Government  of  Eussia  to  make  such  repre- 
sentations to  the  Spanish  Government  as  may  hasten  the  peaceful  set- 
tlement which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  in  view. 

On  laying  before  Prince  Gortchakoff  a  condensed  statement  of  the 
facts,  and  the  arguments  contained  in  your  dispatches  to  Mr.  Ooshing, 
I  found  that  the  chancellor  not  only  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  ques- 
tions before  him,  but  he  spontaneously  offered,  if  that  course  should  be 
iu  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Emperor,  to  employ  the  good 
offices  and  the  friendly  advice  of  the  Bussian  Government  with  that 
of  Spain,  with  the  intention  of  effecting  an  equitable  adjustment  of 
the  difficulties.  At  the  same  time  Prince  Gortchakoff  cautioned  me 
not  to  expect  too  much  from  the  intervention  of  Bussia  in  Spanish 
affairs,  as  the  infiuence  of  the  Imperial  Government  with  that  of  Spain 
could  not  be  very  great  at  the  present  time,  owing  to  the  long-existing 
diplomatic  rupture  between  the  two  countries,  the  memory  of  which  bad 
scarcely  died  away  at  Madrid,  the  little  intercourse  between  the  peoples, 
and  the  almost  complete  separation  in  which  each  power  exists  in  rela- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  other. 

When  I  recounted  to  Prince  Gortchakoff  a  narrative  of  the  events 
which  had  led  to  the  complication  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  he  expressed  the  warmest  sympathy  with  the  United  States. 
He  seemed  to  be  surprised  at  the  patience  and  the  forbearance  with 
which  our  Government  had  acted,  not  only  toward  the  Gk>vernment  of 
Spain,  but  toward  the  more  easily  approached  provincial  authorities 
of  Guba.  He  said,  significantiy,  that  history  does  not  show  ns  that 
this  has  been  the  usual  conduct  of  strong  powers  toward  weaker  ones. 
He  commended  the  reluctance  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  seemed  to  feel  in  proceeding  to  serious  measures  with  a  ooontrj 
in  the  distracted  condition  of  Spain,  and  he  said  that  this  last  aet,  the 
laying  of  the  question  before  the  great  powei^s  for  their  consideration 
and  possible  action,  was  a  display  of  candor  and  of  magnanimity  on  our 
part  that  was  almost  without  precedent  in  international  affairSi  and 
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that  it  mtuBt  forever  set  at  rest  the  report  that  the  United  States  had 
views  of  territorial  extension  in  the  direction  of  Gaba. 

In  commenting  on  the  possible  results  of  a  rupture  between  the  TTnited 
States  and  Spain,  Prince  Gortchakoff  observed  that  the  earliest  and  the 
most  inevitable  consequence  of  hostilities  would  be  the  loss  of  Guba  to 
the  Spanish  Grown.  This  event,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  fatal  to  the 
prospects  of  the  yet  unsettled  King  of  Spain;  as  it  would  be  a  humilia- 
tion to  Spanish  pride  which  none  of  the  many  political  parties  of  the 
Kingdom  could  venture  to  forgive  for  the  sake  of  upholding  the  inse- 
cure throne  of  the  young  King.  That  consideration  seemed  to  Prince 
OortchakofT  to  be  the  most  important  and  pressing  one  to  Spanish 
interests,  and  should  the  Emperor  agree  that  representations  be  made 
to  the  Spanish  Gk>vemment,  as  to  the  questions  at  issue  between  Spain 
and  tiie  United  States,  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  argument  addressed 
to  that  Government  will  be  most  strongly  urged  firom  the  point  of  view 
just  stated. 

I  shall  take  care  to  acquaint  myself  with  any  steps  that  may  be  taken 
by  the  €h)vemment  of  Russia  in  the  direction  above  proposed,  and  I 
shaD  give  to  the  Department  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the  result  of  the 
movement. 

I  hAve,  etc.,  Geo.  H.  Bokeb. 


Mr.  Boher  to  Mr.  Fish. 

[Telegram.] 

St.  Petebsbubg,  Jheemher  23 j  187b. 

Buflslaii  envoy  at  Madrid  instructed  to  make  representations  to 
Spanish  Governments  Gortchakoff  thinks  everything  will  depend  on 
action  of  England. 

BOKEB. 


Ur.  BoJcer  to  Mr.  Fish. 

Nol  38.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

8t.  Petersburg,  December  23^  1875. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  this  morning  I  had  an  interview 
with  Prince  Gortchakoff  in  regard  to  the  diplomatic  representations 
wMch  it  was  proposed  should  be  made  by  Bussia  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment touching  the  precarious  relations  at  present  existing  between 
the  latter  Gt)vemment  and  that  of  the  United  States,  the  substance  of 
which  interview  I  this  day  transmitted  to  you  in  a  cipher  dispatch,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herein  inclosed. 

Prince  Gortchakoff  informed  me  that  the  Bmx>eror  had  acquiesced  in 
the  design,  and  that  instructions  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Bussian  min- 
ister at  Madrid  to  lay  before  the  Spanish  Gk>vemment  the  views  of  the 
cbancdlor  as  expressed  in  my  dispatch  "So.  36,  of  December  18, 1875,  and 
to  proffer  friendly  and  serious  advice  to  that  Government  in  accordance 
witii  the  spirit  of  those  views. 

While  Prince  Gortchakoff  assured  me  'of  the  pleasure  which  it  gave 
the  Emperor  and  himself  to  act  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  of  good 
understanding  between  friendly  nations,  he  once  more  requested  me  to 
remember  that  which  he  had  previously  said  as  to  the  moderate  influ- 
ence which  Bussia  must  be  supposed  to  exercise  in  Spanish  affedrs. 
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He  also  reiterated  the  opinion — as  tbongh  it  were  the  samming  up  ei 
his  judgment  as  to  the  question — that  the  course  of  Spain  would  depend 
altogether  upon  tiie  action  of  the  British  Government,  and  the  repre- 
sentations which  might  be  made  by  it  at  the  conrt  of  Madrid,  regard* 
ing  the  unsatisfactory  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 
He  said  that  the  combined  influence  of  all  the  other  powera  was  not 
equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain  with  tiie  Spanish  Government;  and  he 
supposed  that  as  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  had  a  common 
interest  and  a  like  grievance  in  the  questions  which  grew  oat  of  the 
affair  of  the  Virginiusy  the  policy  and  the  action  of  the  two  nations 
would  be  in  harmony. 

I  have,  etc.,  Gbo.  H«  Boebb. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Boker. 

No.  25.]  Depabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington^  January  13^  1676. 

Sm :  Your  TSo.  36,  reporting  the  result  of  your  interview  with  Prince 
Gortchakoff  on  communicating  to  him  No.  266  to  Mr.  Gushing,  pursuant 
to  instruction  No.  13,  has  been  read  with  interest  and  attention,  and  it 
is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  learn  that  the  chancellor  should  have  been 
impressed  with  the  views  of  the  President  contained  therein  and  the 
patience  and  forbearance  manifested  by  the  United  States  toward  Spain. 

It  was  because  the  President  was  satisfied  that  such  conclusions  mast 
be  reached  by  an  unbiased  Mendly  power  to  whom  the  facts  might  be 
communicated,  that  you  were  Instructed  to  bring  the  instruction  and 
the  views  of  this  Government  to  the  notice  of  the  minister  for  Ibreign 
affairs. 

I  await  with  interest  farther  intelligence  as  to  the  course  puiBued  by 
Bussia  and  as  to  any  instructions  which  may  be  issued  to  the  repre- 
sentative of  that  Government  at  Madrid. 

While  appreciating  the  frankness  of  the  chancellor  and  the  friendly 
disposition  manifested  by  him,  there  are  certain  expressions  in  your 
dispatch  which  suggest  the  possibility  of  some  misapprehension  of  the 
purpose  of  this  Government  in  making  the  communication  in  question. 

You  state  that  on  laying  before  the  chancellor  a  condensed  statement 
of  the  facts  and  arguments,  he  spontaneously  offered^  if  inaooordanoe 
with  the  wishes  of  Sie  Emperor,  to  employ  the  good  offices  and  friendly 
advice  of  the  Bussian  Government  with  that  of  Spain  with  the  inten- 
tion  of  effecting  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  difficulties,  and  in  the 
latter  portion  of  the  dit^patch  that  the  chancellor  stated  that  the  act  of 
this  Government  in  laying  the  question  before  the  great  powers  for 
consideration  and  possible  action  was  a  display  of  candor  and  magna- 
nimity almost  without  precedent  in  internatioual  affairs. 

Instruction  No.  266  having  been  presented  to  the  Gk>vemment  of 
Spain  by  Mr.  Gushing  at  Madrid  on  November  30,  you  were  instraeted 
on  the  13th  day  of  December  to  read  the  same  to  the  minister  for  for 
eign  affairs  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  to  assure  him  of  the  sincere  desire 
of  the  President  for  a  termination  of  the  conflict  in  Ouba  by  tiie  spon- 
taneous  action  of  Spain,  or  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  and  to  state 
that  should  the  Government  to  which  you  are  accredited  find  it  oonsist- 
ent  with  its  views  to  urge  upon  Spain  the  necessily  of  terminating  or 
abandoning  this  contest,  it  was  believed  that  the  friendly  expression  of 
such  views  might  tend  to  the  earlier  restoration  of  peace  and  proqperi^ 
to  Ouba. 
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It  wM  intended  to  hiiae  to  the  notice  of  Spain  the  friendly  expres- 
sion of  tbe  unbiased  and  disinterested  views  of  a  member  of  the  great 
family  of  nations  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  a  termination  of  the 
confliot  in  Onba,  but  it  was  not  the  intention  of  this  Oovemment  to  go 
ftirther,  nor  was  it  expected  that  the  Eassian  Government  should  take 
any  steps  toward  effecting  an  adjastmont  of  the  individual  griefe  of 
the  United  States,  nor  that  it  should  lend  any  material  assistance  under 
any  ctrcumstances.  The  course  adopted  by  this  Oovemment  was 
deemed  a  just  and  manly  one  toward  Spain,  beneficial  to  humanity  at 
large^  and  calculated  to  put  at  rest  any  question  of  ulterior  motives  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States. 

I  refer  to  this  question  by  way  of  greater  caution,  because  on  such 
delicate  subjects  a  shade  of  misapprehension  or  a  slight  change  of 
meaning  may  at  times  lead  to  erroneous  impressions,  and  while  there- 
fore conveying  to  the  chancellor  the  thanks  of  this  Government  for  his 
declarations,  and  with  an  appreciation  of  his  friendly  disposition^  it 
may  be  well  to  make  it  certain  that  no  misapprehension  exists  in  ref- 
erence to  the  subjects 

I  am,  etc,  Hamilton  Fish. 


Mr.  Boker  to  Mr.  FUh. 

No«  58w]  Lboation  of  thb  United  States, 

8t  Petersburg  J  February  P,  1876. 

Sib:  Befisrring  to  your  dispatch  No.  25,  under  date  of  January  13, 
1876, 1  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  am  confident  no  misapprehension 
exists  €ft  ever  existed  in  the  mind  of  Prince  Gortchakoff  as  to  the 
purpose  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  orally  communi- 
cating to  the  Gk>vemment  of  Bussia  dispatch  No.  226,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Coshingy  in  accordance  with  your  instruction  No.  13. 

After  having  carefully  considered  the  three  concludiDg  paragraphs 
of  your  dispatch  No.  25, 1  feel  justified  in  saying  that  Prince  Gortcha- 
koff understood  my  communication  in  the  sense  in  which  the  purpose 
of  the  Government  is  therein  expressed,  and  in  no  other  sense  of  which 
I  am  at  present  aware.  He  distinctly  understood  from  me  that  the 
only  remedy  that  could  be  applied  to  the  many  difficulties  which  have 
grown  out  of  the  civil  war  in  Cuba,  as  set  forth  in  the  dispatch  to  Mr. 
Cashing,  No.  266,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  a  speedy  pacification  of  the  island.  That  is  to  say,  the  main 
question  which  concerned  the  powers  friendly  to  Spain  was  the  general 
cooditian  of  things  in  Cuba,  while  the  particular  questions  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  which  had  arisen  from  the  situation  were 
exposed  to  the  Government  of  Russia  by  way  of  furnishing  argument 
and  illustration  of  the  direction  in  which  matters  were  drifting. 

Prince  €k>rtchakoff  did  not  understand  from  me  that  any  kind  of 
intervention  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  was  suggested  or 
desired  on  the  part  of  my  Ctovernment;  nor  could  he  have  inferred 
from  my  language  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  did  not 
GODsidcff  itself  to  be  capable,  without  foreign  aid,  of  settling  its  affairs 
with  Spain. 

The  suggestion  which  I  made  to  Prince  Gtortchakoff,  and  upon  which 

I  believe  he  aoted,  was,  that  if,  after  considering  the  state  of  things  in 

CaU^  the  Lnperiad  Government  should,  in  the  interests  of  Spain,  and 

witti  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  world|  make  sock 

1» 


17R  AFFAIRS  IN   CUBA. 

friendly  representatloiiB  as  it  saw  fit  to  the  Ooyernment  of  that  oonntry, 
Bnch  a  course  woald  be  satisfinctory  to  the  Gtoyemment  of  the  Unitod 
States.  I  did  not  attempt  to  prescribe  the  character  of  the  representa- 
tions  to  be  made:  but  as  all  the  difficaities  had  arisen  from  the  dis- 
tracted state  of  the  Island  of  Oaba,  it  could  not  but  be  inferred  that 
the  only  feasible  advice  that  could  be  given  must  have  for  its  object  the 
pacification  of  that  island. 

From  the  first  I  saw  how  delicate  were  the  issues  involved  in  the 
business  which  I  had  undertaken,  and  how  readily  Prince  Gtortchakoff 
might  decline  to  act,  on  the  principle  of  noninterference  with  the 
domestic  afTairs  of  a  friendly  nation.  On  the  other  hand,  I  desired  to 
succeed  in  the  negotiation,  and  to  bring  about  tixe  end  which  my  Gov- 
ernment had  in  view,  without  placing  the  United  States  under  the  bur- 
den of  an  obligation  to  Bussia.  I  therefore  kept  prominently  in  sight 
the  ulterior  interests  of  Spain,  which  were  to  be  served  by  an  indaced 
change  in  her  policy,  and  I  thought  that  I  had  met  with  a  tedr  measure 
of  success  when  I  i)erceived  that  Prince  Gtortchakoff 's  views  took  the 
same  direction. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  was  hardly  supposed  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  that  the  exi>osition  of  the  facts  and  the  arguments 
employed  in  dispatch  No.  226,  although  communicated  confidentially  to 
Prince  Oortchakoff.  would  not  be  used  substantially  by  him  in  any 
representations  which  he  might  instruct  the  minister  of  Bussia  at 
Madrid  to  make  to  the  Gtovemment  of  Spain,  since  without  that  infor- 
mation, according  to  Prince  Gortchakoff's  statement  as  to  his  slight 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  he  would  have  had  no  grounds  uiK>n  which 
to  base  the  proposed  representations. 

On  reading  over  my  two  dispatches  Nos.  36  and  38,  from  the  stress 
which  I  have  laid  upon  the  then  exciting  topic,  the  precarious  relations 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  and  the  rumors  of  an 
impending  war,  which  indeed  greatiy  influenced  the  direction  of  the 
conversation  between  Prince  GortchakofT  and  myself^  I  can  easily  under- 
stand how  I,  in  writing  my  dispatches,  was  led  away  from  tiie  main 
subject,  the  present  condition  of  Ouba,  and  confined  myself  almost 
wholly  to  Prince  Gortchakoff's  views  of  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs 
between  the  two  countries. 

I  believe,  however,  that  neither  Prince  Gk>rtchakoff  nor  I  lost  sight 
of  the  fact  that  the  cause  of  the  perilous  aspect  of  affairs  lay  in  the  state 
.  of  things  in  Ouba,  and  that  the  only  remedy  for  the  difflocQty  would  be 
found  in  a  change  of  the  policy  of  Spain  toward  her  colony.  I  now 
observe,  however,  that  in  the  two  dispatches  above  referred  to  I  rather 
reported  Prince  Gortchakoff's  words  than  my  own,  and  by  thus  giving 
a  too  one-sided  view  of  the  matter  I  conveyed  an  erroneous  impression 
as  to  the  attitude  which  I  assumed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  etc, 

Obo.  H.  Boksr. 


Mr.  Boker  to  Mr.  F%$h. 

No.  56.]  Legation  of  the  XTnitbd  BtateSv 

JSt.  Petershurgy  February  10^  1676. 

SiE :  In  order  to  satisfy  the  Government  of  the  United  States  fully 
as  to  the  understanding  of  Prince  Gortchakoff  of  the  oommnnication 
made  to  him  by  mey  which  forms  the  subject  of  my  dispatch  Ha.  55, 
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under  date  of  the  9fh  of  Febmary,  I,  to-day,  had  an  interview  with 
that  gentleman. 

(hi  oommnnicatinff  to  him  the  sabstance  of  the  three  oondading 
paragraphs  of  yoor  mspatch  I^o.  25,  he  assured  me  that  he  had  not  had 
any  misapprehension  of  the  object  songht  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  nor  any  misunderstanding  of  the 
language  which  I  had  used  to  him  on  the  occasion  of  my  first  interview. 
and  that  instructions  to  the  Bussian  minister  at  Madrid  to  use  his  gooa 
offices  with  the  Spanish  Government  for  the  proposed  object  had  been 
written  in  accordlance  with  the  spirit  of  the  words  contuned  in  your 
dispatch  No.  25. 

When  I  communicated  to  Prince  Ctortchakoff  that  part  of  your  dis- 
patch ]So.  25  in  which  the  thanks  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  are  conveyed  to  him  for  his  opinions  and  course  regarding  our 
oomplications  with  Spain,  the  chancellor  seemed  to  be  deeply  touched, 
and  he  warmly  returned  his  acknowledgments  for  the  courtesy  ex- 
tended to  him. 

I  have,  etoi  Geo.  H.  Bokeb. 
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CUBA. 

PAFBB  SUBMITTED  BY  MB.  MOBGAN,  PBINTBD  FOB  THB  USB  OF  THB 

COMMITTEE  ON  FOBSIGN  BELATIONS. 

The  Oongress  of  the  United  States,  deeply  regretting  the  onhappy 
state  of  hostilities  existing  in  Onba,  which  has  again  been  the  result 
of  the  demand  of  a  large  number  of  the  native  population  of  that 
island  for  its  independence,  in  a  spirit  of  respect  and  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  both  countries,  earnestly  desires  that  the  security  of  life 
and  property  and  the  establishment  of  permanent  peace  and  of  a  goT- 
ernment  that  is  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Ouba  should  be  accom- 
plished with  the  consent  of  Spain. 

And  to  the  extent  that  the  people  of  Ouba  are  seeking  the  rights  of 
local  self-government  for  domestic  purposes,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  expresses  its  earnest  sympathy  with  them.  The  Congress 
would  also  welcome  with  satisfaction  the  concession,  by  Spain,  of  com- 
plete sovereignty  to  the  people  of  that  island,  and  would  cheerfolly  give 
to  such  a  voluntary  concession  the  cordial  support  of  the  United  States. 
The  near  proximity  of  Cuba  to  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  fact  that  it  is  universally  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  continental  sys- 
tem of  America,  identifies  that  island  so  closely  with  the  political  and 
commercial  welfare  of  our  people,  that  Congress  can  not  be  indifferent 
to  the  fact  that  civil  war  is  flagrant  among  the  people  of  Cuba. 

Nor  can  we  longer  overlook  the  fact  that  the  destructive  character  of 
this  war  is  doing  serious  harm  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  our  people 
on  the  island,  and  to  our  lawful  commerce,  the  protection  and  freedom 
of  which  is  safeguarded  by  treaty  obligations.  In  the  recent  past  and 
in  former  years,  when  internal  wars  have  been  waged  for  long  periods 
and  with  results  that  were  disastrous  to  Cuba  and  iiuurious  to  Spain, 
the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States  has  always  observedi  with  perfect 
faith,  all  of  its  duties  toward  the  belligerents. 

It  was  a  difficult  task  thus  forced  upon  the  United  States,  but  it  was 
performed  with  vigor,  impartiality,  and  justice,  in  the  hope  that  Spain 
would  so  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  Cuban  people  as  to  give  them 
peace,  contentment,  and  prosperity.  This  desirable  result  has  not  been 
accomplished.  Its  failure  has  not  resulted  from  any  interference  on 
the  part  of  our  people  or  Government  with  the  people  or  government 
of  Cuba. 

The  hospitality  which  our  treaties,  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  laws 
of  Christianity  has  extended  to  Cuban  refugees  in  the  United  States 
has  caused  distrust  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Government  as  to  the 
fidelity  of  our  Government  to  its  obligations  of  neutrality  in  the  fre^ 
qnent  insurrections  of  the  people  of  Cuba  against  Spanish  anthority. 
This  distrust  has  often  become  a  source  of  serious  annoyance  to  our 
people,  and  has  led  to  a  spirit  of  retaliation  toward  Spanish  aatiiority 
in  Cuba,  thus  giving  rise  to  frequent  controversies  between  the  two 
countries.  The  absence  of  responsible  government  in  Cuba,  with 
powers  adequate  to  deal  directly  with  questions  between  the  people  of 
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the  TTotted  States  and  the  people  and  political  aathoritiee  of  the  idand, 
bae  been  a  fre<ioentlv  recairing  oaaee  of  delay,  protracted  impiison- 
menty  confiacationB  of  iNroperty,  and  the  detention  of  onr  people  and 
their  ahipe,  often  upon  groondleee  chargeS|  vhich  haa  been  a  amioaa 
gnevance. 

When  insorrectiona  have  oocnrred  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  the  temp- 
tation to  anlawfU  invasion  by  reckless  persons  has  given  to  onr  Qov- 
eniment  anxiety,  troable,  and  mnch  expense  in  the  enforcement  of  oar 
laws  and  treaty  obligations  of  neutrality,  and  these  occasions  have 
been  so  fireqnent  as  to  make  these  dnties  unreasonably  onerous  upon 
the  GoverBment  of  the  United  States. 

The  devastation  of  Ouba  in  the  war  that  is  now  being  waged,  both 
with  fire  and  sword,  is  an  anxions  and  disturbing  cause  of  unrest  among 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  which  creates  strong  grounds  of  pro- 
test  against  the  continuance  of  the  struggle  for  power  between  Ouba 
aud  Spain,  which  is  rapidly  changing  the  issue  to  one  of  existence  on 
the  pBot  oi  a  great  number  of  the  native  population. 

It  is  neither  just  to  the  relations  that  exist  between  Ouba  and  the 
United  States,  nor  is  it  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  or  the 
nghta  of  humanity  that  this  struggle  should  be  protracted  until  one 
puty  or  the  other  should  become  exhausted  in  the  resources  of  men 
and  money,  thereby  weakening  both  until  they  may  fall  a  prey  to  some 
stronger  power,  or  until  the  stress  of  human  sympathy  or  the  resent 
ments  engendered  by  long  and  bloody  conflict  should  draw  into  the 
strife  the  unruly  elements  of  neighbonng  countries. 

^Dda  civil  war,  though  it  is  great  in  its  proportions  and  is  conducted 
by  armies  that  are  in  complete  organization  and  directed  and  controlled 
by  sapreme  military  authority,  hu  not  the  safeguard  of  a  cartel  for 
the  treatment  of  wounded  soldiers  or  prisoners  of  war. 

In  this  feature  of  the  warfare  it  becomes  a  duty  of  humanity  that 
the  eiviliEed  powers  should  insist  upon  the  application  of  the  laws  of 
war  recognized  among  civilized  nations  to  both  armies.  As  our  own 
people  are  drawn  into  this  struggle  on  both  sides^  and  enter  either 
umiy  without  the  consent  of  our  Government  and  in  violation  of  our 
lawsy  their  treatment  when  they  may  be  wounded  or  captured,  although 
it  is  not  regulated  by  treaty  and  ceases  to  be  a  positive  care  of  our 
Govermnen^  should  not  be  left  to  the  revengeful  retaliations  which 
expose  them  to  the  fate  of  pirates  or  other  felons. 

The  inability  of  Spain  to  subdue  her  internecine  enemies  by  the 
measures  and  within  the  time  that  would  be  reasonable  when  applied 
to  occasions  of  ordinary  civil  disturbance  is  a  misfortune  that  can  not 
^  Justly  visited  upon  citizens  of  the  United  States,  nor  can  it  be  con- 
sidered that  a  state  of  open  civil  war  does  not  exist,  but  that  the  move- 
ment is  a  mere  insurrection  and  its  supporters  a  mob  of  criminal  viola- 
tors of  tiie  law,  when  it  is  seen  that  it  requires  an  army  of  100,000  men 
and  all  the  naval  and  military  power  of  a  great  kingdom  even  to  hold 
the  alleged  rebellion  in  check. 

It  is  due  to  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Ouba  that  Spain  should  recog- 
nize the  existence  of  a  state  of  war  in  the  island,  and  should  volun- 
tarily accord  to  the  armies  opposed  to  her  authority  the  righte  of 
beUigerento  under  the  laws  of  nations. 

^e  Congress  of  the  United  States,  recognizing  the  fact  that  the 
matters  herein  referred  to  are  properly  within  the  control  of  the  Ohief 
Exeeatfve  until,  within  the  principles  of  our  Oonstitution,  it  becomes 
the  dvty  of  Congress  to  define  the  final  attitude  of  the  Government  of 
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the  United  States  toward  Spatn,  presents  these  consideratiois  to  thi 
Piesidoit  in  sapport  of  the  following  resolution: 

Be§9lvei  hg  the  Semats  (tks  Mouae  of  RgprmemUUivea  eouewrmg),  Th»t  the  preset 
deploiftble  war  in  the  iBliiad  of  Cnbm  hM  reached  amaenitnde  that  coneemB  aJl  cii 
ilised  iiatiiiiis  to  the  extent  that  it  should  be  condaeted,  if  unhappily  it  is  loneer  I 
oontinuey  on  thoee  principles  and  laws  of  war£ue  that  are  ackno  wledgied  to  be  oblige 
tory  upon  ciTilized  nations  when  en^af;ed  in  open  hostilities;  inelnding  the  trea^ 
ment  of  eapttves  who  are  entisted  in  either  army;  and  dne  respect  to  cartels  fd 
exchange  of  prisonen  and  for  other  military  purposes ;  traces  and  flags  of  trace,  an 
the  proTision  of  proper  hospitals  and  hospital  sapplies  and  sendees  to  llie  sick  an 
wounded  of  either  army :  And  therefore  it  is 

BmaU^ei,  That  this  representation  of  the  Tiews  and  opinions  of  Congress  be  sex^ 
to  the  President;  and  if  he  concnrs  therein  tiiat  he  will^  in  a  friendly  spirit^  nee  th 
good  offlees  of  this  GoTemment  to  the  end  that  Spain  shall  be  requested  to  acscoii 
to  the  armies  with  whieh  it  is  engsged  in  war  the  rights  of  beUigersnti^  as  the  amsa 
ars  reoognissd  aader  the  laws  of  «*^^«* 
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IS  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


MESSAGE 

FROM  THS 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TRANSMITTING, 

In  response  to  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  May  lf)\  1896,  relative  to  the 
rights  of  the  United  States,  under  our  treaty  with  Spain,  as  to  the  trial 
of  our  citizens  arrested  in  Cuba  and  under  eondenmation  and  sentenced 
to  death  by  the  Spanish  military  tribunals  for  alleged  offenses  of  a 
political  or  other  character  ogaiMt  the  Spanish  laws  or  Oovemment,  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  toith  accompanying  papers. 


Hat  23|  1896. — Reforred  to  the  Commltteo  on  Foreign  Relations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  tlte  United  States : 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  res[)on8e  to  a  refloiutiou  of  tlie  Senate  of  the 
10th  instant,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whicli  are  attiiched 
copies  in  English  and  Spanish  of  the  ori|2^inal  text  of  a  ])rotoc<)l  executed 
January  12,  1877,  between  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  Court  of  Spain  and  the  minister  of  state  ot 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain. 

It  being  in  my  judgment  incompatible  with  the  public  service,  I  am 
constrained  to  refrain  from  communicating  to  the  Senate  at  this  time 
copies  of  the  correspondence  described  in  the  third  xiaragraph  of  said 
resolution. 

Orover  Cleveland. 

BxBCUTrvE  Mansion, 

Washington,  May  23^  1896. 


The  President  : 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  certain 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  16th 
instant,  in  the  following  terms : 

Beached,  Tiiat  the  Committer  on  Foreign  Kolations  is  directed  to  inquire  and  report 
to  the  Senate  wliat  are  tlio  rightH  of  the  Unit'ed  States,  under  our  treatieH  with  Spain, 
an  to  the  trial  of  our  citi/cns  arroHted  in  Cuba  and  now  under  condiMunatiou  and 
sentenced  to  death  by  the  HpatUHh  military  tribunals  for  alleged  (drouses  of  a  polit- 
ical or  other  character  against  tho  Sjianish  laws  or  Government,  and  to  report  on  that 
•objoct  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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2.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  is  direoted  to  send  to  the  Senate  literal  copies  c^ 
the  original  text  of  a  protocol  of  conference  and  declarations  concerning  Jadici<| 

Srooedure  siffned  by  Caleb  Cashing,  as  minister  of  the  United  States,  and  SeG<j 
Ion  Fernando  y  Collantes,  minister  of  the  King  of  Spain,  on  January  twelfth,  ei^b^ 
een  hundred  and  seventv-seven,  as  the  same  was  executed  and  interchanged,  l>otl 
in  the  English  and  Spanish  languages;  and  that  he  will  inform  the  Senate  wlietbt^ 
the  established  or  agreed  original  text  of  said  protocol  is  in  the  English  or  tb| 
Spanish  language. 

8.  That  the  President  is  requested,  if  it  is  not  incompatible  with  the  public  seT^i«*«^ 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  copies  of  any  correspondence  that  has  taken  t>lac 
between  the  Oovemments  of  Spain  and  the  United  States  respecting^  the  saio  prp 
toool  and  its  bearing  or  effect  upon  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  citizens  of  tbj 
United  States  who  were  recently  captured  ou  or  near  the  vessel  called  the  CwnpeHtor 
which  was  seized  under  Spanish  authority  in  Cuban  waters  or  near  to  that  uiaXid^ 

has  the  honor  to  aniiex  herewith  literal  copies,  in  English  and  Spaiii8li| 
of  the  original  text  of  the  protocol  referred  to  in  the  second  paragraplj 
of  said  resolutions,  and  to  report  that  the  original  of  said  protocol  is  it 
both  the  English  and  Spanish  langaage& 
BespectftiUy  submitted. 

BlOHABD  OUXKY. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  23y  1896. 


Protocol  of  a  Conference  held  at  Madrid  on  the  12th  of  January^  1877 ^\ 
between  the  Honorable  Caleb  CuahingyMinister  Plenipotentiary  of  i}u,\ 
United  States  of  America^  and  Sis  jExoeUency  Senor  Don  Fernando 
Calderon  y  Collantes^  Minister  of  State  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain . 

The  respective  parties,  mutually  desiring  to  terminate  amicably  all 
controversy  as  to  the  effect  of  existing  treaties  in  certain  matters  of 
judicial  procedure,  and  for  the  reasons  set  forth  and  representations 
exchanged  in  various  notes  and  previous  conferences,  proceeded  to  make 
declaration  on  both  sides  as  to  the  understanding  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments  in  the  premisesand  respecting  the  true  application  of  said  treaties. 

Senor  Oalderon  y  GoUantes  declared  as  follows: 

1.  No  citiz/cn  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Spain,  her  a^acent 
islands  or  her  ultramarine  possessions,  chared  witii  acts  of  sedition, 
treason  or  conspiracy  against  the  institutions,  the  public  security,  the 
integrity  of  the  territory  or  against  the  Supreme  Government,  or  any 
other  crime  whatsoever,  shall  be  subject  to  trial  by  any  exceptional  tri- 
bunal, but  exclusively  by  the  ordinary  jurisdiction,  except  in  the  case 
of  being  captured  with  arms  in  hand. 

2.  Those  who.  not  coming  within  this  last  case,  may  be  arrested  or 
imprisoned,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  so  arrested  or  imprisoned  by 
order  of  the  civil  authority  for  the  effects  of  the  Law  of  April  17, 1821, 
even  though  the  arrest  or  imprisonment  shall  have  been  eiOTected  by 
armed  force. 

3.  Those  who  may  be  taken  with  arms  in  hand,  and  who  are  there- 
fore comprehended  in  the  exception  of  the  first  article,  shall  be  tried 
by  ordinary  council  of  war,  in  conformity  with  the  second  article  of 
the  hereinbefore- mentioned  Law;  but  even  in  this  case  the  aoeosed 
shall  enjoy  for  their  defense  the  guaranties  embodied  in  the  afoieeaid 
Law  of  AprU  17, 1821. 

4.  In  consequence  whereof,  as  well  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  third 
paragraph  as  in  those  of  the  second,  the  parties  accused  are  allowed  to 
name  attorneys  and  advocates,  who  shall  have  access  to  them  at  8ai^ 
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able  tinies;  they  shall  be  faniislied  in  dae  season  with  copy  of  the  aoca- 
nation  aod  a  Ust  of  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  which  latter  shall  be 
e:xamined  before  the  presomed  criminal,  his  attorney  and  advocate,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions t>f  Articles  twen^  to  thirtvone  of  the 
said  Law;  they  shall  have  right  to  compel  the  witnesses  of  whom  they 
desire  to  avail  themselves  to  appear  and  give  testimony  or  to  do  it  by 
means  of  dejiositions;  they  shall  present  such  evidence  as  they  may 
jndge  proper;  and  they  shall  be  permitted  to  be  present  and  to  make 
their  defense,  in  public  trial,  orally  or  in  writing,  by  themselves  or  by 
means  of  tbeir  counseL 

5.  The  sentence  pronounced  shall  be  referred  to  the  Audiencia  of  the 
Judicial  District,  or  to  the  Captain  General,  according  as  the  trial  may 
have  taken  place  before  the  ordinary  Judge  or  before  the  council  of 
war,  in  conformity  also  with  what  is  prescribed  in  the  above-mentioned 
Law. 

Mr.  Cusbing  declared  as  follows: 

1.  The  €k>n8titution  of  the  United  States  provides  that  the  trial  of 
HI  crimes  except  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  be  bv  jury,  and  such 
trial  shall  be  held  in  the  State  where  said  crimes  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted^ or  when  not  committed  within  any  State  the  trial  wUl  proceed 
in  such  place  as  Congress  may  direct  (Art.  Ill,  Sec.  2);  that  no  person 
shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime  unless 
ou  presentment  of  a  grand  jury  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  and 
naval  forces  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  (Amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  Art.  V ) ;  and  tliat  in  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused 
shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury 
of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed, 
and  to  be  inlbrmed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be 
<'onfronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him;  to  have  compulsory  process 
tor  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  &vor ;  and  to  have  counsel  for  his  defense. 
(Amendments  to  the  Constitution.  Art.  YI.) 

2.  The  Act  of  Congress  of  April  30, 1790,  chap.  9,  sec.  29,  re-enacted 
ia  the  Bevised  Statutes,  provides  that  every  x>erson  accused  of  treason 
diall  have  a  copy  of  the  indictment  and  a  list  of  the  jury,  aud  of  the 
witnesses  to  be  produced  at  the  trial,  delivered  to  him  three  days  before 
the  same,  and  in  all  other  capital  cases  two  days  before  that  takes 
I^ace;  that  in  all  such  cases  the  accused  shall  be  allowed  to  make  his 
fall  defense  by  counsel  learned  in  the  law,  who  shall  have  free  access 
to  him  at  all  seasonable  hours;  that  he  shall  be  allowed  in  his  defense 
to  make  any  proof  which  he  can  produce  by  lawful  witnesses,  and  he 
bhall  have  due  power  to  compel  his  witnesses  to  appear  in  Court. 

3.  All  these  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  of  Acts  of  Congress 
are  of  constant  and  permanent  force,  except  on  occasion  of  the  tompo- 
raiy  Baspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

i.  The  provisions  herein  set  forth  apply  in  torms  to  all  persons 
accused  of  the  commission  of  treason  or  other  capital  crimes  in  the 
United  States,  and  therefore,  a^  well  by  the  letter  of  the  law  as  in  virtue 
of  existing  treaties,  the  said  provisions  extend  to  and  comprehend  all 
Spaniards  residing  or  being  in  the  United  States. 
Sefior  Calderon  y  CoUantes  then  declared  as  follows : 
In  view  of  the  satis&ctory  adjustment  of  this  question  in  a  maimer 
fio  proper  for  the  preservation  of  the  iUendly  relations,  between  the 
reiq)ective  Governments,  and  in  order  to  afford  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  the  completest  security  of  the  sincerity  and  good 
faith  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  the  premises,  command  wUl  be 
given  by  Boyal  order  for  the  strict  observance  of  the  terms  of  the 
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present  Protocol  in  all  the  dominions  of  Spain  and  specifically  in  the 
island  of  Cuba. 
In  testimony  of  which  we  have  interchangeably  signed  this  Protocol 

Caleb  Gushing. 

Ferndo.  Calderon  y  Collantes. 


MiNlSTERIO  DE  ESTADO. 

Frotocolo  de  una  conferencia  celehrada  en  Madrid  el  dia  12  de  Enero  de 
1877,  entre  el  Exmo.  8or.  Don  Fernando  Calderon  y  OollanteSj  Minhi- 
tro  de  Estado  de  Su  Magestad  el  Bey  de  Espana,  y  el  Honorable  Caleb 
Cushingy  Ministro  Plenijpotenciario  de  lo8  Estados  Unidos  de  America, 

Las  dos  partes  respectivas  mutuamente  deseosas  de  terminal  amisto 
samente  toda  controversia  sobre  el  efecto  de  los  Tratados  Vicentes  en 
determinados  casos  de  jorisdiccion  y  procedimientos  jndiciales,  y  a 
consecnencia  de  las  razones  espaestas  y  las  observaciones  cambiadas  en 
varias  notas  y  conferencias  anteriores,  hicieron  x>or  ambas  Part^vs 
declaracion  de  la  intehgencia  de  los  dos  Gobiernos  en  la  materia  y 
acerca  de  la  recta  aplicacion  de  dichos  Tratados. 

El  Senor  Calderon  y  CoUantes  declar6  lo  sigoiente: 

1®.  Kingun  ciudadano  de  los  Estados  Unidos  residente  en  Espana, 
sus  Islas  adyacentes  6  sos  posesiones  de  Ultramar,  acasado  de  actos  de 
sedicion,  infidencia  6  conspiracion  contra  las  instituciones,  la  segurida<l 
ptiblica,  la  integridad  del  territorio  6  contra  el  Grobierno  supremo,  6  de 
cualquier  otro  crimen,  podr^  ser  sometido  ^  ningan  tribunal  escepcional 
sino  exclusivamente  ^  la  jurisdiccion  ordinaria,  faera  del  caso  en  que  sea 
cogido  con  las  armas  en  la  mano. 

2°.  Los  que,  fiiera  de  este  tiltimo  caso,  scan  arrestados  6  presos,  S4.' 
considerar^  que  lo  han  sido  de  6rden  de  la  Autoridad  dvil  para  h>s 
efectos  de  la  Ley  de  17  de  Abril  de  1821,  aun  cuando  el  arresto  6  la  pri  siou 
se  haya  ejecutado  por  fuerza  armada. 

3^.  Los  que  scan  cogidos  con  las  armas  en  la  mano,  y  por  tanto  esUMi 
comprendidos  en  la  escepcion  del  articulo  primero  serto  juzgados  eii 
consejo  de  guerrra  ordinario,  con  arreglo  al  articulo  segundo  de  la  i^itad;: 
Ley;  pero  aun  en  este  caso,  disfrutar^n  para  su  defensa  los  acusaciuf 
de  las  garantias  consignadas  en  la  citada  Ley  de  17  de  Abril  de  1S21. 

4^.  En  su  consecnencia,  asi  en  los  casos  mencionados  en  el  parrafo 
tercero  como  en  los  del  segundo,  se  les  permitird  6,  los  acnsados  nombrar 
procurador  y  abogado,  que  podra  comunicar  con  ellos  d  cualquiera  bora 
propia,  se  les  dar4  oportunamente  copia  de  la  acusacion  y  una  Usta  ih 
los  testigos  de  cargo,  los  cuales  serdn  examinados  ante  el  presuiito  ret^. 
su  procurador  y  abogado,  segun  se  establece  en  los  articulos  veintc  ul 
treinta  y  uno  de  dicha  Ley;  tendr^n  derecho  para  conipeler  &  los  testi- 
gos de  que  intenten  valerse  4  que  comparezcan  4  prestar  su  deolaraciiui 
6  4  que  la  presten  por  medio  de  exhorto;  presentar&n  las  pruebas  ([ue 
les  convengan  y  podran  estar  presentes  y  haeer  en  el  juicio  pdblieo  su 
defensa  de  palabra  6  por  escrito,  por  si  mismos  6  por  medio  de  su  abo- 
gado. 

5^  La  sentencia  que  recaiga  se  consultary  con  la  Audiencia  del  terri- 
torio 6  con  el  Capltan  General  del  distrito,  segun  el  jucio  haya  sido  ante 
el  Juez  ordinario  or  ante  el  Consejo  de  guerra,  con  areglo  tambien  a  lo 
que  en  la  citada  Ley  se  determina. 

El  Senor  Cushing  declar6  lo  que  sigue: 

1^  La  Oonstitucion  de  los  Estados  Unidos  consigna  que  el  eujuicifl- 
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mieiilD  para  todos  los  delitos,  escepto  aqaellos  de  qne  sean  acnsados 
aitoft  fiinck>nario&  ser&  por  el  joradoy  y  tal  eojaiciamiento  ha  de  veri- 
&ar8e  en  el  Bstaao  donde  se  hayan  cometido  dichos  deiitos  6  crimenes,  y 
si  estos  no  fiieren  cometidos  dentro  de  an  Estado,  Be  segoird  el  juicio 
en  el  lagar  qae  designe  el  Congreso,  (Art.  Ill,  Panragrafo  2*");  que 
nadie  8er4  obligado  ik  responder  por  un  crimen  capital  6  de  otro  modo 
infi^mantey  sino  en  virtad  de  informe  del  grau  jurado,  con  escepcion  de 
los  cases  qne  oeorran  en  las  fnerzas  de  tierra  6  de  mar,  6  en  la  milicia, 
cvando  est^  actoalmente  de  8eryicio(EnmieudaM  &  la  Constitucion,  Art. 
^);  y  qvs  en  toda  formacion  de  causa  criminal  disfratar&  el  acnsado  del 
dereeho  4  juicio  pronto  y  publico  por  un  jurado  imparcial  del  Estado  y 
distrito  donde  se  haya  cometido  el  crimen,  y  &  que  ne  le  d6  conocimiento 
de  la  natoraleza  y  motivo  de  la  acusacion ;  &  ser  careado  con  lost  estigos 
de  cargo,  4  yalerse  de  mandamiento  ti  orden  imperativa  del  tribunal 
para  obligar  4  los  testigos  de  que  intente  valerse  4  que  presten  su 
declaracion,  y  4  tener  abogado  y  procurador  para  su  defensa.  (Enmienda 
a  la  Gonstitncion,  Art.  YI.) 

2*.  El  acto  del  Congreso  de  30  de  Abril  de  1790,  cap^  9,  sec.  29, 
sanidonado  de  nuevo  en  los  Estatutos  Bevisados,  cousigna  que  4  toda 
persona  acnsada  de  infidencia  le  serd  fisMsilitada  copia  de  la  acusacion, 
con  una  lista  del  jurado  y  de  los  testigos  que  ban  de  preseutarse  en  el 
juicio,  tres  dias  antes  que  este  se  celebre,  y  en  todos  los  dem&s  casos 
capitales,  dos  dias  antes  del  mismo;  que  en  todos  los  casos  de  tal  clase 
podr4  el  acusado  bacer  su  amplia  defensa  por  medio  de  Abogado«  quien 
tendr4  libre  comunicacion  con  ^1  4  toda  bora  propia;  que  i)odr4  en  su 
defensa  bacer  cualquier  prueba  que  pueda  presentar  por  testigos  b&bUes 
y  tendr4  derecho  para  compeler  4  sus  testigos  4  que  comparezcan  ante 
el  Tribunal. 

3*".  Todas  estas  disposiciones  de  la  Gonstitucion  y  de  los  actos  del 
Congreso  est4n  oonstante  y  x)ermanentemente  vigeutes,  con  escepcion 
del  caso  de  la  suspension  temporal  del  Auto  de  ^'Habeas  Corpus." 

4^  Lias  disposiciones  aquf  consignadas  se  aplican  espresamente  & 
todas  las  personas  acusadas  de  infidencia  ti  otros  crfmenes  capitales  en 
los  Estados  Unidos,  y  i)or  lo  tanto,  asi  segun  la  letra  de  la  Ley  como 
tambien  en  virtud  de  los  Tratados  vigentes,  las  espresadas  disposiciones 
alcanzan  y  comprenden  4  todos  los  Espaiioles  residentes  6  estantes 
dentro  del  territorio  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

£1  Senor  Galderon  y  GoUantes  entonces  declar6  lo  que  sigue :  En  vista 
del  satisfactorio  arreglo  de  esta  cuestion  de  una  manera  tan  propia 
para  la  conservacion  de  las  relaciones  amistosas  entre  los  respectivos 
Gobiemos  y  4  fin  de  dar  al  Oobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  la  mas 
eompleta  segnridad  de  la  sinceridad  y  buena  £6  del  Oobierno  de  Su 
Uagestad  en  la  materia,  se  mandar&  por  Eeal  Orden  la  estricta  obser- 
Tancia  del  presente  Protocolo  en  todos  los  dominios  de  Espana  y  par- 
tieulannente  en  la  Isla  de  Guba.  En  testimonio  de  lo  cual  bemos 
firmado  attematiyamente  este  Protocolo. 

FBBN**  GALDEBON  Y  GOLIiANTES. 

Oaucb  Gushing. 


} 


\      Iiro.80. 


OOSBBSPOBDBNOB   OOKOBBNIKO   THB   DEATH   OF 

OHASLBs  ooym. 


MESSAGB 

FBOK  THS 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TBAHSlinTIllO, 

Ql  RBSPOH8B  TO  A  RB80LUTZ0N  OF  THB  BBHATB  OP  DflOBMBBR 
22,  289e»  ▲  RBPORT  FROM  THB  8BCRBTART  OF  BTATB,  ACCOM- 
PAHIBD  BT  COFIBS  OF  CORRB8PONDBNCB,  CONCUKMIKO  THB 
DEATH  OF  CHARIiBS  OOVXR;  A  CITIZBN  OF  THB  UHITBD  BTATB^ 
or  TED  XBXiAin)  OF  CUBA 


Jmmuaxt  bp  UBT.— Bctand  to  «h»  ConmitlM  mi  F««lga  RaUtioni  ^ad  ordttrad  to 

beprlstod. 


Totke  Bm0Uf 

I  traaflmit  herewith,  in  reeponse  to  a  resolntioii  of  the  Senate  of  the 
22d  nltiiDOy  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  b^  copies 
of  correepondenoey  concerning  the  death  of  Oharles  Govin,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  Island  of  Onba» 

OSOYBB  OLBYBLAND. 
BZXOUTIVK  liAHSIOlly 

WmMkkigUn^  Jommarji  5, 1897. 


The  PBBSiDBirT: 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolntion  of  ths 
Senate  of  December  22, 1806,  requesting  the  President,  <^  if  not  incom- 
patible with  tiie  pablic  interest,  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  snoh  infor- 
mation as  the  State  Dmartment  has  relating  to  the  death  of  Oharles 
Govin,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  newspaper  correspondent, 
from  violence  by  the  Spanish  forces  at  Gorredana,  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,"  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  copies  of  the  corres- 
pondenoe  called  for. 

BlOHABD  OlIVBT. 

Dbfabtmbht  of  Btatb, 

Wu$UmgUm^  January  4^  1897. 
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OOSKBSPOSDENOE   OOITOBRNIKO   THB   DEATH   OF 
^  OHASLBS  OOYDT. 


MESSAGB 

FBOM  THB 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

TBAiraiiirTaio, 

nr  RBBPOvaB  to  a  RBSOLunoir  of  thb  bbnatb  op  dbobicbbr 

2%  XB96»  A  RBPORT  FROM  THB  8BCRBTART  OF  8TATB,  ACCOM- 
PAHIBD  BT  COFIB8  OF  CORRBSPOUDBNCB,  CONCBEUnNO  THB 
DBATH  OF  CKABXiBB  OOVXN;  A  GOTIZBH  OF  THB  UHXTBO  BTATBfl^ 
IV  THB  THTtAltP  OF  CVBA 


Jamqakt  B^lflBT^— BatendtolhsCommittMoiiFflnlgBltelftlloni  mad  ord«r«d  !• 


Toike  BmutUt 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  reeponae  to  a  resolntioii  of  the  Senate  of  the 
22d  nltiiDO,  a  report  from  tiie  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  copies 
of  correqKmdencei  concerning  the  death  of  Oharlee  Goyin,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Obotxs  Olbyblaiyd. 
BXJCOUTiVK  Mahsioh, 

WuMkimgUm^  Jamtarji  5, 1897. 


The  Pbbsidhiit: 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolation  of  the 
Senate  of  December  22, 1896,  requesting  the  President,  <<  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  pablic  interest,  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  saoh  infor- 
mation as  the  State  D^artment  has  relating  to  the  death  of  Oharlea 
OoTin,  a  citizen  of  the  united  States  and  a  newspaper  correspondent, 
from  violence  by  the  Spanish  forces  at  Oorredana,  in  the  Island  of 
Caba,''  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  copies  of  the  corres- 
pondence called  for. 

SlOHABD  Olnbt. 

I>XFABTHXlfT  OF  BTATB, 

WoMmgUm^  Ja/nuary  4^  1897. 
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[Telegram.] 

Mr.  BoekhiU  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Dbpabtmhnt  of  Statb, 

August  18t  1896. 

ITewspaper  advices  from  Key  West  of  16ih  state  that  Oharles  Gk>viD« 
an  American  citizen  and  corre8i>ODdent9  was  captured  near  Jamco  by  | 
Spanish  troops  and  pat  to  death.    Investigate  and  report  by  cable. 

Bocj 


tTdegnm.] 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  BocJchilk 

Habana,  Amguet  19^  1896. 

Oharles  Govin  landed  from  the  Three  Friends  Jnly  6th;  joined  insur- 
gents; captured  in  a  skirmish  on  the  9th  with  Artoro  Adrian  and| 
Adolfo  M\iares.  They  were  bound  and  taken  off.  Nothing  heard  of  j 
them  since.    They  are  not  in  the  fort  nor  prisoners. 


[Tdegnm.] 

Mr.  BoekhiU  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Dbpabthent  of  Statb, 

August  20y  1896. 

Replying  your  eable  of  yesterday  in  reference  Charles  Govin  yon  are 
instructed  to  demand  of  Gaptain-General  fiill  information,  in  case 
Gk>vin  still  alive  insist  on  his  enjoying  frill  treaty  rights  under  para-j 
graph  2  w  3  of  protocol  of  77|  as  case  may  be.  | 


Mr.  Lee  to  the  Oovemor- General  of  Cuba. 

United  States  Oonstjlate-GbivebaIi, 

Habana,  August  26^  1696. 

Bxohllshot:  Having  been  informed  in  a  communication  dated  the 
21st  August  by  the  Secretary-General  that  you  have  referred  a  previous 
communication  concerning  the  American  citizen.  Mr.  Oharles  Govin,  to 
the  Oaptain-G^neral,  who  will  remit  to  you  the  data  requested,  and  in 
order  to  aid  your  efforts  in  this  direction,  I  beg  to  inform  your  ezoel- 
lency  that  I  have  information  which  may  or  may  not  be  correct,  but  if  | 
correct,  should  be  followed  up  in  order  to  secure  the  necessary  informa- 
tion as  to  the  iSAte  of  Oharles  Govin.  It  is  certain  that  the  American 
public  now  believes  that  Govin  was  captured,  tied,  and  aftcurwards killed. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  both  of  us  to  remove  that  impression 
if  the  information  upon  which  it  is  based  is  &lse. 

I  hear  that  Govin  was  captured  in  a  skirmish  on  the  9th  of  July 
between  the  Spanish  troops  under  General  Ochoa  and  the  inmigents 
under  Valencia,  at  a  point  north  of  Jaruco  and  near  the  coast:  that 
the  Spanish  G^eneral  Ochoa,  having  in  charge  the  captured  Gtovm  and 
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Other  prisoners,  encamped  that  night,  namely,  the  9th  Jnly,  at  San 
Matias.  I  am  farther  told  that  next  morning,  the  10th  July,  Gtovin, 
bound  to  two  men,  named,  resi>ectiyely,  Artoro  Adrian  and  Adolfo 
Miyares,  was  taken  off  by  the  infantry  portion  of  Ochoa's  command. 
The  commanding  officer  of  that  detachment  is  responsible  for  the 
prisoners  of  war  committed  to  his  care  and  should  be  required  to  pro- 
duce or  account  for  Govin  if  living,  or  if  not,  report  the  mode  and 
TDanner  of  his  death. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration* 

FiTZHuaH  Lbb. 


Jfr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtafij  August  27^  1896. 

Sm:  Toot  dispatch  I7o.  93,  of  the  20th  instant,  relative  to  the  fate 
of  Oharles  Oovin,  who  belonged  to  the  Three  Friends  expedition,  has 
been  received,  and  in  reply  you  are  informed  that  your  proposal  to  make 
a  peremptory  demand  for  information  concerning  him  is  approved  by 
the  Department.  No  effort  should  be  spared  by  you  to  have  this  case 
thoroughly  investigated. 

I  am,  eto^y  Alvey  A.  Adee, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Mr.  Bochhill  to  Mr.  Lee, 

Washington,  September  5, 1896. 

Sb:  The  Department  has  received  your  dispatch,  No.  106,  of  the 
29th  oltimoi  with  inclosures,  relative  to  the  fate  of  Oharles  Govin,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  in  reply  you  are  instructed  to  press 
uiremittingly  for  a  fiill  investigation  and  a  report  in  this  matter. 
Iam,6tQi9 

W.  W.  BOOKHILL, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  BocTchUL 

United  States  Oonsttlate-Genebal, 

HaAa/naj  September  lOj  1896. 

Bm;  I  heg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruction,  "So.  76, 
directing  me  to  press  unremittingly  for  a  fhll  investigation  and  report 
as  to  the  fote  of  Oharles  Oovin,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
to  be  remembered  that  the  Oaptain-G^neral,  in  a  communication  dated 
August  24^  stated  that  said  Govin  had  been  wounded  in  a  skirmish 
and  had  died  firom  said  wounds.  To  that  communication  I  replied 
under  date  of  the  29th  of  said  month  to  the  effect  that  I  was  con- 
Btrained  to  believe  that  the  information  furnished  to  the  Oaptain-Gen- 
^rd  was  not  correct,  and  requesting  that  Govin's  matter  be  referred 
back  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  engaged,  as  it  is  possible 
^t  he  may  have  confounded  the  case  of  some  other  person  witii  that 
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of  Ohftrles  Gtovin.  Since  that  I  have  heard  nothing  fhrther,  bat  if  n<^ 
response  is  made  within  the  next  few  days  I  will  again  call  the  attentioi] 
of  the  Oaptain-Oeneral  to  the  subject. 

•  •••••• 

lamiOtc^ 

FlTZHUOH  LBB. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  BockhiU. 

United  States  Consulatb-Gbnbbal, 

Hdbanay  September  10, 1896. 

SiB:  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  instruction,  No.  73,  of  th< 
3d  instant,  transmitting  a  letter    •    •    •    inclosing  tne  affidavit  oi 

,  stating  that  he  was  an  eye  witness  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Obarlei 

Oovin  by  Spanish  troops. 

The  statements  contained  in  the  affidavit  do  not  agree  witb  thos4 
given  to  my  representative,  and  tend  to  conAise  the  manner  and  modi 

of  Oovin's  death.    I  am  inclined  to  believe ,  for  he  had  no  objeci 

in  making  any  such  statements  and  did  not  volunteer  to  do  so. 
lam,  etc^ 

FiTZHuaH  Lbs. 


(Ttbgran.] 

Mr.  BockhiU  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

September  15, 1696. 

Tonr  Ko.  123  received.    Is  answer  you  expected  received?    If  not 
press  £»  immediate  and  satisfactory  one. 

BOOKHIU*. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Oovemor-General  of  Ouba. 

[TrantlAtloii.l 

United  States  OoNSULATE-GEifERAL, 

Habana,  September  15, 1896. 

To  Hie  ExeeUeney,  the  Oovemor- General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba: 

ExoELLENOT :  On  the  29th  of  August  last  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
a  communication  to  your  excellency  in  reference  to  the  American  citi 
zen,  Oharles  Govin.  To  the  communication  of  the  date  designated  n< 
reply  has  been  received. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington  to  presi 
for  a  full  investigation  and  a  report  on  this  matter. 

I  write,  therefore,  to  ask  whether  any  further  investigation  and  report 
will  be  made,  or  whether  it  is  proposed  to  rest  the  case,  so  far  as  jom 
Government  is  concerned,  upon  your  letter  to  me  of  the  24th  Augast 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  ^4t  appears  that  in  the  several  exohangei 
of  shot  had  with  the  rebels  at  the  mountains  of  San  Martin  Bonxi 
prisoners  were  made,  among  whom  appeared,  wounded,  Charles  Govin 
who  died  in  consequence  of  his  wounds." 

I  take  this  occasion,  etc,  FxTZEUOH  Lxb. 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  RoclchilL 

Umitbd  States  Consulate-Genebal, 

Hahcmaj  September  18^  1896. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  herewith  the  translation  of  an  official 
commnnication  from  the  Spanish  Government  on  this  island  embody- 
iug  a  report  as  to  the  fate  of  Mr.  Charles  Govin,  an  American  citizen, 
from  an  officer  of  the  Spanish  army  to  Captain-General  Weyler,  who 
in  turn  reported  it  to  Governor-General  Weyler.  The  name  of  the 
ofticer  making  the  report  is  not  given  nor  the  place  where  Govin  is  said 
to  have  died  in  consequence  of  wounds. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  is  a  communication  in  reply  to  one  from 
me  to  General  Weyler  dated  the  29th  of  August,  a  copy  of  which  has 
been  duly  forwarded  to  the  Department.  In  that  communication  I  had 
the  honor  to  say  that  the  account  of  Covin's  death  was  not  satisfactory 
and  did  not  conform  to  the  information  in  my  possession.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  inclosed  report  of  the  Captain-General  to  the  Governor- 
General  is  a  reiteration  of  his  former  communication. 

•  •«•••• 

I  respectfully  submit  this  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

I  am,  etc.!  Fitzhugh  Leb, 

[laeloiiire  In  Ko.  188.— TranalAtioB.] 
Om>9mor-Qtneral  of  Cuba  to  Mr,  Le$* 

Gbnbbai<  Govbrnmxnt  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 

OFFIGB  of  the  SECRBTARY-GENBRALy 

Hdbanaf  September  IS,  1896» 
To  the  dmtuUOeneral  of  the  United  States,  Present. 

Sir:  Hia  excellenoy,  the  Captain-General,  reported  yesterday  to  the  Govemor-Gen- 
eral,  as  follows : 

"Excellency:  His  excellency,  the  general  in  command  of  the  third  brigade  of 
the  second  division  of  the  third  corps  of  the  army  of  this  island,  under  date  of  the 
25tk  nltimo,  reports  to  me  as  follows: 

'^'Excklusncy:  In  answer  to  the  two  respectable  communications  of  yonr  excel- 
lency of  the  23d  instant,  relative  to  the  information  requested  by  the  consul-general 
of  the  United  States  regarding  the  American  citizen,  Mr.  Charles  Govin,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  said  person  was  made  a  prisoner  after  hav- 
ing been  seriously  wounded  in  the  engagement  on  the  9th  of  July,  which  took  place 
ia  the  mountains  of  San  Martin,  and  that  he  died  in  consequence  of  his  wounds  on 
the  following  day  upon  being  taken  to  this  place,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  yonr 
excellency  in  the  report  of  said  engagement  dated  July  11,  No.  197,  in  the  list  of 
prisoners  made  that  day,  and  consequently  the  private  information  furnished  to  said 
eansnlis  without  foundation,  or  perhaps  it  has  been  maliciously  furnished  by  persons 
dlfiafl'ccted  to  the  good  name  of  the  Spanish  army.''' 

By  order  of  his  excellency,  I  transmit  to  yon  the  above  in  answer  to  your  oom- 
nmnicntlon  of  the  29th  ultimo  relative  to  the  matter. 

itod  icvftrd  you  many  years. 

£l  Marques  de  Palmkuola. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Oovemor- General  of  Cuba. 

[TranaUtion.] 

Consulate- General  of  the  United  States, 

Habanttj  October  2^  1896. 

ExoELLKNCT:  I  duly  received  your  connnuTiication  of  the  18th  of 
deptembery  transmittiiig  the  report  of  the  chief  of  the  brigade,  second 
dlyidoiif  third  corps  of  your  army,  aud  I  am  now  directed  to  say  to 
18 
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yoa  that  in  view  of  the  facts  in  my  Government's  possession  tending 
to  show  the  killing  of  Govin  after  he  was  taken  prisoner,  it  does  not 
consider  the  report  of  yonr  subordinate  a  satisfactory  acconnt  of  his 
death.  I  will  have  also  to  request  the  name  of  the  officer  making  the 
report  in  question  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  place  at  which  it  was 
written,  this  last  seeming  to  be  important  because  in  the  said  report 
the  commander  of  the  brigade  states  that  Gk)vin  died  in  consequence 
of  his  wounds  on  the  following  day  after  being  taken  to  this  place,  bat 
nowhere  is  the  name  of  said  place  stated. 
I  take,  etC| 

FrrzHUOH  Leb. 


JTr.  Bodkhill  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Depabtmbnt  of  State, 
Washington^  October  8, 1896. 

SiB:  The  Department  has  received  your  dispatch,  No.  160,  of  the  3d 
instant,  with  inclosure,  relative  to  the  fate  of  Oharles  Gk>vin,  and  in 
reply  you  are  informed  that  your  action  in  demanding  of  the  Cfovemor 
and  Captain  General  of  Ouba  the  name  of  the  subordinate  general  who 
made  the  report  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Gk>vin  and  the  name  of  ttie  pla(*e 
at  which  it  was  written,  is  approved  by  the  Department. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  etc.,  W.  W.  Bockhhx. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RocJchiU. 

United  States  Oonsulate-Genbral, 

jBTa&ona,  October  17, 1696. 

Sib  :  With  further  reference  to  my  dispatch,  No.  160,  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  instruction,  No.  119,  of  8th  instant,  relative  to  the  case  of  Charles 
Govin,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copy  translation  of  a  commnuica- 
tion  from  the  Governor-General,  in  which  he  states  the  name  of  the 
ofBcer  who  rei>orted  Covin's  death  to  have  been  Brig.  Gen.  Ednardo 
Lopez  Ochoa,  and  the  place  where  said  official  report  was  written  wi&s 
Jaruco. 

I  have,  eta,  Fitzhuoh  Leb. 

(Ihdoiiire  In  Ko.  184.— TnadstloB.) 
Captain-Oemeral  of  Cuba  to  Mr.  Lm. 

ABMT  of  the  ISLAlfD  OF  CUBA,  GAPTAIKOr-OKIfnua., 

Officb  of  the  Gknbbal  &rAJT, 

Kohaiia^  CkM^et  16^  W6. 

In  answer  to  your  oommnnioation  of  the  2d  instant,  I  haye  to  inform  jon  tbil 
the  report  relative  to  the  death  of  the  oitizen  of  the  United  Stales,  Mr.  Char!«i 
GoTin,  which  in  due  season  was  oommunicated  to  yon,  is  dated  at  Jamco,  and  sig«» 
by  the  general  of  Brigade  D,  Ednardo  Lopez  Ochoa. 

As  the  report  referred  to  is  official,  to  which  I  give  fhll  credit,  I  regret  that  tbs 
Government  of  your  nation  does  not  consider  it  satisfisctory,  nndonbtedly  becsiis* 
it  takes  into  consideration  private  reports  which,  deprived  of  an  official  cliaracttfi 
and  perhaps  furnished  indireotlv  by  enemies  of  Spain,  I  nnderttand,  sbonld  not  ^ 
taken  into  consideration  by  a  mendly  nation. 

God  guard  yon  many  yean.  YAUUiAao  Wstlsb. 
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of  dirfouia^ 


r«<cr  8.  EadrlgoM 


L.J. 

IL  D.  J.  GareiA  y  Pino,  ezeciitHz«  ate. 


Owtere  SielMliea 

Mjfnel  4e  Ia  V»g»  7  Oen«r. 

J.  Snebcs  y  CobA 

7.  J.  Terry  y  Dortleu 

/.  C  d«  AlboniM  O'Fwrili. . 
A .  C.  da  Albonos  (nTwriU. 

BffeM8«fttyBolkrC« 

LlLrtelACros 

Jnmameo  Blond*  (Cantn] 
Cmam  ManvImBtmtng  Co). 


TvIdoco  Sugar 


fiaWikCe 
Jamph] 

P.P.daLaon 

J.rdeCoMlo 

P«««r  S.  SiTory 

ScBQelT.  Toioa 

Do 

AdolpbasToTTM 

A. L.  Terry  y  Dortioot  and ▲.  E.  Terry. 

A.  E.  Tony 

FndHiok  LCriKfera/t 

Thonaa  K.  Sodngoec 

OMarGlciul 

;ia»TiD^ 

AdoUb  Santa  Hart* 

IbreqalteSaatoHaria 


Oronnd  of  elate. 


XaanelF.Iiopea. 
AdotfoTecrea.... 


Proparty 

""do".' 

do 

iiUnrlea 

▲rreal  and  impriaonment. 

Property  loeaee 

.....do 

▲mat,  inprleonaieBt,  eto. 
Property  loeeea 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Xxpn]alon 

▲rreet  iioprleonment,  eto. 
Property  loeaee 

do 

do 

.....do 

....do 

iBprlaoament 

Property  loMee 

.....40.. 


.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

PenKinallnJoriea 

....do 

Property  losoee 

Impriaonment 

Property  loeeea 

....do 

Peraonal  iQ,|nrieii 

Property  louee,  banishment,  etc. 

Property  loeeea 

do 


.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


Killing  of  eon,  H.  K.  Lopes, 
it  and  Impriaonment. 


$18,428.00 

40.790.00 
19,16&40 
40,400.00 
40,000.00 

100.000.00 
28,100.00 
00,470.00 
00,000.00 
84.770.00 

180,000.00 
80.000.00 
25.000.00 
00,688.00 
10,000.00 
28.000.00 

100.000.00 
82.480.00 
18.000.00 
28,000.00 

200,000.00 
88.860.00 

(a) 

71,888.00 

18. 290. 00 

202,962.60 

106.106.40 

130. 703. 12 

27,810.80 

(8) 

or,  48a  20 

882,840.00 

76,785.00 
16. 000. 00 

879,000.00 
2O,0O0l0O 

(0) 
60,000.00 

100, 000. 00 
25.000.00 
81,888.00 

110.600.00 
25, 000. 00 
01.  UOO.  00 

100.000.00 

251, 600. 00 

120, 80».  82 
94,953.82 
01, 116. 61 
76.000.00 

100,000.08 
26.000.08 


»VotBtated. 
IL 


•  Suitable  indemnity. 


OOBBIBSPOirDEKOB  BBLATIYE  TO  THB  COMPETITOR. 

Utt  ofpap€r§  reUUve  lo  flkd  "  Competitor**  and  theper»on$  olaiming  Amotioan  oMgemh^ 

eaptured  thereon. 


Mr.  Willianm  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  April  30, 1886. 

Mr.  WiUiMBB  to  Mr.  Olney,  May  1,  1896. 

Mr.  Olner  to  Mr.  Taylor,  May  1, 1896. 

Mr.  Waiiamo  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  May  1, 1896. 

Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Williaxiis,  May  1. 1896. 

Mr.  Williaroo  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  May  2, 1896. 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Williams,  May  2, 1896. 

Mr.  WUliamo  to  Mr.  Olney,  May  2, 1896. 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Williamo,  May  2, 1896. 

Mr.  Wmlama  to  Mr.  RockhiU,  No.  2940,  May  %  1891 
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statement  of  the  several  amoimts  of  the  elaims  lodged  in  the  Department  of  State  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States  against  Spain,  growing  out  of  the  alleged  InBaneotioo 
now  existing  in  the  Island  of  Cuha. 

And  also  all  eorrespondence  with  the  Spanish  Government  relating  to  the  veseel 
called  the  Competitor  and  the  persons  captured  with  or  near  that  vesseT,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  charges  pending  in  any  court  in  Spain  or  Cuba  against  said  persons,  aa<i 
the  proceedings  of  such  court  in  those  cases,  and  the  place  of  their  imprisonmejit) 
the  character  of  their  treatment  while  in  prison,  and  the  condition  of  their  health; 
whether  said  prisoners  have  had  the  privilege  of  counsel  of  their  own  selection  oq 
any  trial  that  has  taken  place  on  such  charges,  or  were  represented  by  any  consul, 
attorney,  or  other  agunt  of  the  United  StateiH- 

the  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State,  has  the  honor  to  sabzuit  a  lifit 
of  claims  filed  in  the  Department  or  State  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  against  Spain,  arising  out  of  the  existing  insurrection  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  and  correspondence  relating  to  the  vessel  known  as  the 
Oompetitor  and  the  persons  claiming  American  citizenship  captnred 
thereon,  with  a  yiew  to  its  transmission  to  the  Senate  if  deemed  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests. 

The  preparation  of  the  copies  of  correspondence  called  for  in  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution  requiring  more  time  than  has  been  found 
necessary  in  the  case  of  those  herewith  transmitted,  it  has  been  thought 
proper  not  to  delay  longer  in  submitting  to  you  the  documents  now 
ready. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

BlOHA&D  OLNSY. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  22^  1897. 


IMi  oftla^iM  agaif^i  SpaUif  growing  out  of  the  iiifitrreefiofi  fii  Oi^fiJUd  fo  ik$  DifrnP 

went  of  State. 


"Stood  of  olahnant. 


AngnstBolten 

Jolm  D.  Ferrer 

Mrs.  C.J.  Diaz  do  Clarke 

John  F.Java 

Jose  Yenacio  Toscano 

Pedro  Plntaroo  Ortii 

F.  J.  Cazanas 

Joee  G.  and  Jose  M.  Delgado 

Jose  Antonio  Yznaga 

Kicardo  Maohado 

Francisco  SeiglJe 

Jose  Rafael  de  les  Reyes  j  Graroia  and  wife. 

Frederick  P.  Montes 

George  L.  Lay 

Andres  L.  Terry 

John  A.  Sowers 

Ferfecto  Lacosti 

Wm.  A.  and  Louis  M.  Glean 

Wm.  A..  Glean 

Lonis  M.  Glean 

Whiting  &  Co 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Whitlnff 

J.  B.  Oarillo  de  AlbomoB 

Ignaoio  Larrondo 

CMstobal  N.  Madan 

Antonio  A.  Martines 

Joaquin  P.  Cruz  and  wife 

George  W.Hyatt 

Manuel  A.  R.  Morales 

Peter  Domingues 

Teresa  Joerg 
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[TalecTwn.] 

Mr.  WilliamM  to  Mr.  Olneg. 

Habana,  Mag  i,  1896.    (Bec-eived  3  p.  m.) 

Urgent.  Please  instmct  the  United  States  minister  at  Madrid  to 
reqaest  Madrid  Government  to  in»traet  Captain-General  to  observe 
strictly  the  protocol  in  the  trial  of  Ameri(;au  citizens  found  on  board 
Vompetitafm 

[Telefram.] 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

Department  of  Statx., 

Wanhington^  May  i,  1896. 

Urge  Spanish  foreign  ofBce  to  at  once  instruct  Captain-General  Cuba 
to  strictly  observe  protocol  applicable  to  trial  of  American  citi/^eiis  found 
on  bo^rd  Competitor.  This  cable  sent  at  instance  of  Gonsol-General 
Williama.    Gable  result. 


Mr.  WUliana  to  Mr.  RocJchilL 

Habana,  May  Ij  1896^-11  p.  m. 

Urgent.  As  the  marine  inrisdiction  has  cognizance  of  the  Competitor 
and  persons  captured  on  board,  I  have  delivered  to-day  personally  a 
communication  to  the  admiral,  asking  that  the  case  be  tried  under 
seventh  article,  1795,  and  the  protocol  therein,  proteating  against  trial 
by  {nummary  court-martial  or  any  form  of  procedure  not  adjusted  to  the 
treaties.  Admiral  received  me  most  courteously,  but  seemed  to  hold 
the  opinion  that  the  case  does  not  come  under  any  treaty  of  Spain  with 
the  United  States,  because  first  article  of  the  protocol  says  '^  citizens  of 
the  United  States  residing  in  Spanish  dominions,"  and  these  men  do 
not  reside  therein.  I  replied  that  the  protocol  is  contained  in  the 
seventh  lolicle  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  there  is  nothing  therein 
making  residence  of  American  citizens  within  Spanish  dominions  or 
Bpaoiah  subjects  in  the  United  States  a  condition  necessary  to  entitle 
either  of  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  its  guaranties. 

Please  to  instruct  by  cable. 

[TelegnuB.] 

Mr.  RocJckill  to  Mr.  Williams. 

Washington,  May  i,  1896. 

Was  Ambrose  Urbach,  of  Key  West,  among  prisoners  captured  on 
^cliooner  Oifmpetitort 


[Telegnun.] 

Mr.  WiUiami  to  Mr.  Roolchill 

Habana,  May  ^,  1896. 

Oan  not  say  if  Urbach  was  on  board  Competitor^  my  request  to  see 
l^riaoners  and  their  names  being  yet  refused. 
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Hr.TAjlortoMr.l 

Mr.  Willlanii  to  M  ,  ii«.  '^7»v,  w 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  V  »y  6, 1896. 

Mr.  Willisma  to  M  »  6, 1896. 

Mr.  Wlliiams  to  H .,  -»y  7, 1896. 

Mi.  Olnev  to  Mr.  WilliamB,  May  i,  1896. 

Hi.  Olney  to  Mr.  Williams,  May  B,  1S96. 

Hi.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olney,  Hay  8, 1896. 

Ml.  Williama  to  Mi.  Olney,  Ma;  8, 1696. 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olney,  May  8, 1896. 

Mi.  Olney  to  Mr.  WilllumB,  May  9, 1896. 

Mi.  Williuns  to  Mi.  Olney,  May  9, 1896. 

Mi.  Olney  to  Mi.  Williama,  May  9, 1896. 

Mi.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Williama,  No.  1362,  May  11, 1890L 

Mi.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olney,  May  11, 1696. 

Mi.  Williams  to  Mr.  Rookbill,  No.  W&&,  Hay  11, 1896. 

Mi.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olney,  Hay  11, 1696. 

Ml.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney,  No.  GlO,  May  11, 1896. 

Mi.  Olney  to  Mr.  Williams,  May  II,  1896. 

Mr.  Williama  to  Mr.  Olney,  May  12, 1896. 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olney,  May  13, 1896. 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Oloey,  May  16,  1896. 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Rockliill,  No.  29ST,  May  31,  1890. 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr,  Rookhill,  No.  2988,  May  21,  1898. 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  No.  2996,  May  23,  189IL 

Mi.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney,  June  16,  1896. 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor,  June  30,  1896. 

Mi.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockbill,  No.  50,  Jnly  14, 1896. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  KockhiU,  No.  79,  Angnst  11,  188S. 

Mr.  Lea  to  Mr.  RockhiU,  No,  90,  August  19,  1888. 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr,  Taylor,  September  3,  1896, 

Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney,  September  4,  1896. 

Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olnoy,  September  8,  1896. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RookhiU,  No.  118,  September  9, 1888. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RookhiU,  No.  190,  October  21, 1896. 

Mr.  RockhiU  to  Mr.  Lee,  No.  152,  October  28,  1896. 

Mr.  Springer  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  No.  211,  November  12,  1898. 

Mr.  Springer  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  No.  212,  November  U,  1896. 

Mr.  Springer  to  Mv.  Rockhill,  No.  220,  November  18,  1696. 

Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Springer,  No.  166,  November  19,  1896. 

Mr.  Bi    '      irtoMr.  Rockhill,  No.  223,  November  20,  1696. 

Hr.  8i         !r  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  No.  236,  November  23, 1898. 

Hr.  Si         3i  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  November  26, 1696. 

Mr.  B|  ir  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  No.  234,  Hovomber  26,  1896. 

Hr.  S)         9r  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  No.  246,  December  3,  1896. 

Hr.  S]         31  to  Mr.  Rookkill,  Ko.  2G1,  December  6, 1696. 

Mr.  S]         IT  to  Mr.  Bookhill,  No.  260,  DeoemlMT  15, 1888. 


tT<l(i|I*B.] 

Jfr.  WmUmt  to  Mr.  Boiikhm. 

Habana,  April  30, 1S9S, 
Thfl  American  scfaooner  Competitor,  from  Key  Weat,witb  partofth* 
crew,  was  captnred  near  San  Cayetano,  to  the  veetward,  wbile,  it  is 
alleged,  landing  arms  for  the  inBurgeats^  and  tawed  here  yesterday. 
The  caae  subject  to  marine  jnrisdictton.  Ihareseen  admiral,  who  tells 
me  it  ia  now  under  ezaminntiou  of  the  jndge  of  instrnctioQ.  I  bave 
verbally  asked  for  observance,  as  heretofore,  of  the  protocol  in  the  trial 
of  the  Americans  among  them,  and  I  aliaU  couflrm  it  in  writing. 
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and  tliat  no  one  of  itii  parte  ooald  be  annalled  by  the  protocol,  sach  as 
ejLdading  from  the  enjoyment  of  its  guaranties  American  citizens  not 
reading,  in  the  sense  of  domiciliation,  witbiu  the  Spaninh  dominions, 
Dor  Spanish  snbjecto  not  residing  within  those  of  the  United  States. 
In  this  anderstanding  of  the  treaty  I  shall  continue  to  act  unless  other- 
wise  instructed  by  the  Department. 

I  beg  to  inrlose  a  copy  (with  translation)  of  a  communication  received 
u>  day  from  the  admiral  acknowledging  receipt  of  mine  of  the  30th 
ultimo. 

I  amy  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bajcon  O.  WnxiAMS, 

Oamul-OetierdU 


UmIootm  Vo^  1,  wflk  4ifl|Mtdi  No.  MO.  HftbMi»  Maf  %  UM.) 

UHrrxD  Btatbs  CoxsuLATic-OKineiui, 

HabanOf  April  SO,  1899, 

Sxcvi.XJnccT:  The  fiM)i  of  the  wlsnrs  and  bringing  into  thit  port  of  the  Ameriean 
••'booner  VompeiUor,  of  Key  Weei,  Fla.,  with  several  persons  on  board,  by  a  Spanish 
B&Q-of.war.  and  of  the  sabjection  of  the  vessel  and  persons  for  trial  to  the  tribunals 
Of  the  marine  Jurisdiction  of  this  island,  having;  reached  the  knowledge  of  this 
eoDsnUte-f^eneral,  and  it  being  natural  to  suppose  that  these  persons  are  either  all 
or  in  part  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ana  naTing  no  exact  information  of  the 
can  wee  and  the  charg;esjQstlfying  their  subjection  to  the  said  tribunals;  therefore, 
«Dn  in  conformity  with  inst motions,  I  have  to  ask  your  excel lenoy  to  please  inform 
m-  at  yonr  earliest  convenience  of  the  specific  charges  against  this  American  vessel, 
a» )  ikewiae  against  the  persons,  with  names  of  tha  latter,  that  I  may  at  once  transmit 
tbe  iaformation  to  my  Qovemment. 

Aliio,  tn  eomplianee  with  the  same  instmotions,  I  have  to  oito  as  strictly  applving 
U*  tbe  trial  of  these  persons  the  terms  of  article  7  of  the  treaty  of  October  Sn,  1706, 
t<tire«n  the  United  states  and  Spain,  which  says: 

^*  Tbe  citizens  and  subjects  of  both  parties  shall  be  allowed  to  employ  such  adro- 
cati-ti,  solicitors,  notaries,  agents,  and  factors  as  they  may  Jndge  proper  in  all  their 
affairs  and  in  all  their  toiids  at  law  in  which  thev  may  be  concerned  before  the  tri- 
booala  of  the  other  party :  and  such  agents  shall  have  ft'ee  access  to  the  proceedings 
is  snch  eaaea,  and  at  the  taking  of  lul  examinations  and  evidence  which  may  be 
exhibited  in  the  said  trials.'^ 

In  conaeqnence,  I  have  to  aak  Tour  excellency  for  the  strict  observance  of  these 
■tipnlations  in  the  trial  of  the  said  persons,  as  was  confirmed  and  agreed  upon  between 
tbe  two  Goremments  in  the  protocol  of  tne  12th  of  January,  1877,  for  the  amicable 
tomination  of  all  controversy  as  to  the  effect  of  existing  treaties  in  certain  matters 
of  jndieial  procedure,  and  with  respect  to  the  application  of  the  said  treaties  in  the 
thai  of  eitixena  of  the  United  States  within  the  dominion  of  Spain,  which  reads  aa 
fellows: 

*'L  No  eitison  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Spain,  her  adjacent  islands,  or  her 
iltramarine jpoasessiona,  charged  with  acts  of  sedition,  treason,  or  conspiracy  against 
the  institotiona,  the  public  security,  the  integrity  of  tbe  territory,  or  against  the 
■Qpreme  OoTsmroent,  or  any  other  crime  whatsoever,  shall  be  subject  to  trial  by  any 
ttr^ptional  tribunal,  but  exclusively  by  the  ordinary  Jurisdiction,  except  in  the  ease 
of  beinjE  captured  with  arms  in  hand. 

'^2.  Tboae  who,  not  eoming  within  this  last  case,  may  be  arrested  or  imprisoned, 
vhall  be  deemed  to  have  been  so  arrested  or  imprisoned  by  order  of  the  civil  author- 
it/  for  the  efiTects  of  the  law  of  April  17^  1821,  even  though  the  arrest  or  imprison- 
n»««t  shall  have  been  effected  by  armed  force. 

"3.  Those  who  may  be  taken  with  arms  in  hand,  and  who  are  therefore  compre- 
^ided  in  the  exception  of  the  first  article,  sfaall  be  tried  by  ordinary  council  of 
*v,  in  conformity  with  the  second  article  of  the  hereinbefore-mentioned  law;  but 
^en  in  this  case  the  accused  shall  enjoy  for  their  defense  the  guaranties  embodied 
'<  tlie  aforesaid  law  of  April  17,  1821. 

"4.  In  consequence  whereof,  as  well  in  the  caeen  mentioned  in  the  third  paragraph 
^  in  thoee  of  the  second,  the  parties  accused  are  allowed  to  name  attorneys  and 
idrocates,  who  shall  have  access  to  them  at  suitable  times |  they  shall  be  furnished 
'p  doe  aeason  with  copv  of  the  accusation  and  a  list  of  witnesses  for  the  proseou- 
tinn,  which  latter  shall  be  examined  before  the  presumed  criminal,  his  attorney  and 
■dToeste,  ia  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  articles  20  to  81  of  the  said  law; 
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[Telegram.] 

Mr,  Olney  to  Mr.  Williams^ 

Washington,  May  2^  1896. 

Yours  of  yesterday  respecting  Competitor  passengers  received  and 
acted  upon.    What  is  situation  to-day!    Gable. 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olney. 

HabanA,  May  2^  1896. 

TSo  change  in  situation  Competitor  passengers.  I  have  received  answer 
to  my  communication  from  acting  admiral  saying  chief  admiral  cruising, 
but  has  been  informed  by  him  of  the  case  and  is  expected  to  return 
immediately,  when  my  communication  will  be  answered.  Meanwhile  no 
procedure  will  be  taken  in  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  American 
citizens. 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Williams. 

Washington,  May  5, 1896. 

If  your  position  is  that  Competitor  passengers  must  be  tried  by  the 
regular  marine  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  in  the  like  cases,  and  not  by 
special  court-martial,  your  position  is  approved  and  you  are  instructed 
to  insist  upon  it. 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  BocJchilL 

No.  2940.]  Habana,  May  j9,  1896. 

SiB:  Befening  to  my  dispatches  Nos.  2933  of  the  30th  ultimo  and 
2934  and  2038  of  the  1st  and  2d  instant,  respectively,  relating  to  the 
capture  of  the  American  schooner  Competitor^  with  several  persons  on 
board,  while,  as  is  alleged,  landing  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  insur- 
gents, near  San  Gayetano,  on  the  north  coast  of  Ouba,  to  the  westward 
of  Habana,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  copy,  with  translation, 
of  the  communication  dated  the  30th  ultimo,  which,  as  I  cabled  on 
the  same  day  and  yesterday  evening,  I  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
admiral  of  the  Spanish  West  Indian  naval  station,  asking  that  the 
American  citizens  found  on  board  be  tried  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  protesting,  in  the  name 
of  the  Oovernment  of  the  United  States,  against  their  trial  by  summary 
court-martial  or  by  any  other  form  of  procedure  not  adjusted  to  the 
terms  of  the  treaty. 

As  mentioned  in  my  cablegram  of  last  evening,  the  admiral  expressed 
himself  conversationally  as  holding  the  opinion  that  as  these  men  were 
not  residents  of  the  Spanish  dominions  they  did  not  come,  thereforet, 
under  the  treaty  engagements  between  Spain  and  the  United  State^^. 
I  answered  this,  in  substance,  that  article  7  of  the  treaty  of  1795  embraced 
American  citizens  and  Spanish  subjects  in  genersd  and  ezdaded  nonei 
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and  that  no  one  of  its  parts  oonld  be  annalled  by  the  protocol,  snch  as 
exdading  from  the  enjoyment  of  its  guaranties  American  citizens  not 
re^dding,  in  the  sense  of  domiciliation,  within  the  Spanish  dominions, 
nor  Spanish  subjects  not  residing  within  those  of  the  United  States. 
In  this  understanding  of  the  treaty  I  shall  continue  to  act  unless  other- 
wise instructed  by  the  Department. 

I  beg  to  inclose  a  copy  (with  translation)  of  a  communication  received 
to-day  from  the  admiral  acknowledging  receipt  of  mine  of  the  30th 
ultimo. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Kamon  O.  Williams, 

OonsulrOenerdk 


[XnolMnraKo.  1,  witb  dispatch  No.  940,  HabMi%  Mmy  %  IMS.] 

United  Statbs  Consulatr-Qenbral, 

Hahana,  April  SO,  189$, 

Excbluckct:  The  fact  of  the  seizure  and  bringing  into  this  port  of  the  American 
schooner  Competitor,  of  Key  West,  Fla.,  with  several  persons  on  board,  by  a  Spanish 
oian-of-war,  and  of  the  sabjeotion  of  the  vessel  and  persons  for  trial  to  the  tribunals 
of  the  marine  jurisdiction  of  this  island,  having  reached  the  knowledge  of  this 
consulate-general  I  and  it  bein^  natural  to  suppose  that  these  persons  are  either  aU 
or  in  part  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ana  having  no  exact  information  of  the 
causes  and  the  charges  justifying  their  subjection  to  the  said  tribunals;  therefore, 
and  in  conformity  with  instructions,  I  have  to  ask  your  exoellenoy  to  please  inform 
me  at  your  earliest  convenience  of  the  specific  charges  against  this  American  vessel, 
as  likewise  against  the  persons,  with  names  of  the  latter,  that  I  may  at  once  transmit 
the  information  to  my  Government. 

Also,  in  compliance  with  the  same  instructions,  I  have  to  cite  as  strictly  applying 
to  the  trial  of  these  persons  the  terms  of  article  7  of  the  treaty  of  October  27,  1795| 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  which  says: 

'^  The  citizens  and  subjects  of  both  parties  shall  be  allowed  to  employ  such  advo- 
cates, solicitors,  notaries,  agents,  and  factors  as  they  may  judge  proper  in  all  their 
affairs  and  in  all  their  ^^als  at  law  in  which  thev  may  be  concerned  before  the  tri- 
bunals of  the  other  party ;  and  such  agents  shall  have  free  access  to  the  proceedings 
in  such  cases,  and  at  the  taking  of  ful  examinations  and  evidence  which  may  be 
exhibited  in  the  said  trials." 

In  consequence,  I  have  to  ask  your  excellency  for  the  strict  observance  of  these 
stipulations  in  the  trial  of  the  said  persons,  as  was  confirmed  and  agreed  upon  between 
the  two  Governments  in  the  protocol  of  the  12th  of  January,  1877,  for  tne  amicable 
tenoioation  of  aU  controversy  as  to  the  efioct  of  existing  treaties  in  certain  matters 
of  jndicial  procedure,  and  with  respect  to  the  application  of  the  said  treaties  in  the 
trial  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  within  the  dominion  of  Spain,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"1.  No  citizen  of  the  United  Stat-es  residing  in  Spain,  her  adjacent  islands,  or  her 
ultramarine  possessions,  charged  with  acts  of  sedition,  treason,  or  conspiracy  against 
the  institutions,  the  public  security,  the  integrity  of  the  territory,  or  against  the 
mpreme  Government,  or  any  other  crime  whatsoever,  shall  be  subject  to  trial  by  any 
axc(<ptionaI  tribunal,  but  exclusively  by  the  ordinary  Jurisdiction,  except  in  the  case 
of  being  captured  with  arms  in  hand. 

'^2.  Those  who,  not  coming  within  this  last  case,  may  be  arrested  or  imprisoned, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  so  arrested  or  imprisoned  by  order  of  the  civil  author- 
ity for  the  effects  of  the  law  of  April  17^  1821,  even  though  the  arrest  or  imprison- 
nient  shall  have  been  effected  by  armed  force. 

'^3.  Those  who  may  be  taken  with  arms  in  hand,  and  who  are  therefore  comnre- 
hended  in  the  exception  of  the  first  article,  shall  be  tried  by  ordinary  council  of 
^ar,  in  conformitv  with  the  second  article  of  the  hereinbefore-mentioned  law;  but 
even  in  this  case  tne  accused  shall  enjoy  for  their  defense  the  guaranties  embodied 
in  the  aforesaid  law  of  April  17,  1821. 

"4.  In  consequence  whereof,  as  well  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  third  paragraph 
^  in  those  of  the  second,  the  parties  accused  are  allowed  to  name  attorneys  and 
^iToeates,  who  shall  have  access  to  them  at  suitable  times  |  they  shall  be  furnished 
io  dne  season  with  copy  of  the  accusation  and  a  list  of  witnesses  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, which  latter  shall  be  examined  before  the  presumed  criminal,  his  attorney  and 
^Tooate,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  articles  20  to  81  of  the  said  law; 
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they  shall  have  the  right  to  compel  the  witnesses  of  whom  they  desire  to  Avail 
themselves  to  appear  and  give  testimony  or  to  do  it  by  means  of  depositions;  'thej 
shall  present  such  evidence  as  they  may  Judge  proper,  and  they  shall  be  permitted 
to  present  and  to  make  their  defense,  in  public  trial,  orally  or  in  wntin^^,  by 
themselves  or  by  means  of  their  counsel. 

''5.  The  sentence  pronounced  shall  be  referred  to  the  audiencia  of  the  judicial 
district,  or  to  the  Captain-Oeneral,  accordiuff  as  the  trial  may  have  taken  place 
before  the  ordinary  Judge  or  before  the  councilof  war,  in  conformity  also  with  "wbat 
is  prescribed  in  the  above-mentioned  law." 

For  the  reasons  above  expressed,  and  in  view  of  the  Jurisprudence  already  eeital)< 
lished  by  the  civil  and  military  courts  of  this  island  since  the  12th  of  January,  1877, 
date  of  the  mutual  nnderstandinfi^  between  the  two  Governments  as  to  the  applica- 
tion of  their  treaties  in  cases  of  this  nature,  I  can  not  less  than  expect  that  the 
marine  courts  will  also  strictly  observe  the  said  article  7  and  the  protocol,  g^rantiog 
to  the  persons  now  accused  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  means  of  defense  therein 
stipulated. 

And  it  being  agreed  between  the  two  Governments  under  article  S  of  the  above 
inserted  protocol  that  those  American  citizens  who  may  be  taken  with  arms  in  hand 
shall  be  tried  by  ordinary  council  of  war,  I  must,  therefore,  protest  in  the  name  of 
my  Government  against  the  trial  of  these  American  citizens  by  summary  conrt> 
martial,  because  of  this  method  being  excluded  from  the  protocol,  as  I  also  protest 
against  every  form  of  procedure  not  adjusted  to  the  treaty. 
I  am,  etc., 

Ramon  O.  Williams, 

Cim$ul'General. 

The  Admiral  of  thx  Spanish  West  Indian  Squadron,  si'C. 


[Inolosiire  No.  %  with  diapatoh  No.  2940,  Halwna,  May  3, 1880.— Timnslatlon.] 

Office  of  the  Admiral  of  the  Spanish  West  Indian  Squadron, 

Hdbana,  May  1, 1896, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  courteous  communication 
of  yesterday's  date,  personally  delivered  by  yon  to-day  at  2  p.  m.,  and  to  inform  you 
that  the  case  of  the  seizure  of  the  schooner  Competitor  being  under  indictment  proceed* 
ings  (en  sumario),  it  is  not  possible  to  answer  at  present  your  said  communication  nor 
your  note  relating  to  same;  but  I  promise  to  do  so  at  the  earliest  convenience. 
I  am,  etc., 

P.  A.  JOSB  GOMS£  IMAZ. 

The  Consul-general  of  thb  Unitbd  States. 


\Ttihgnm.] 

Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr,  Olnejf. 

Madbib,  May  4j  1896. 

Telegraphic  orders  sent  Oaba  suspending  all  execntive  action  xmtU 
examination  can  be  made  as  to  all  taken  upon  Oompetitor  who  may 
prove  to  be  American  citizens. 


Mr.  WiUiam  to  Mr.  Bo(MUL 

No.  2946.J  Habana,  May  5, 1896. 

Sir  :  In  continuation  of  my  dispatches  Nos.  2933,  2934,  and  2938,  of 
the  30th  ultimo  and  Ist  and  2d  instant,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the 
American  schooner  Competitor^  with  several  persons  on  board,  near 
San  Gayetano,  on  the  north  coast  of  this  island,  to  the  westward  of 
Habana,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  the  information  of  the 
Department  a  copy,  with  translation,  of  the  answer  of  the  acting 
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admiral  of  this  naval  station  to  my  oommnnication  addressed  him  on 
tbf  30th  instant  in  relation  to  this  affair. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  acting  admiral  informs  me  that  the  admi- 
ral in  chief  is  absent  from  Habana  on  a  cruise,  and  that  as  soon  as  he 
retams  he  will  take  under  consideration  and  decide  upon  the  several 
partienlars  presented  in  my  said  commimication  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
with  the  assurance  that  no  essential  determination  will  be  taken  in 
the  meantime  to  the  detriment  of  the  rights  of  the  American  citizens 
uigaged  in  this  affair* 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUyi  your  obedient  servant, 

Bamon  0«  Williams, 

OannU-OeHerdL 


Commakdanot-Obhsbal  op  Marink  and  or  trk  SPAinsB  Naval 

Stahok  of  tbb  Wbst  Imdibs,  Opficb  of  ths  Ornkral  Staff, 

Babanmf  Map  $,  1996. 

Sm:  His  excellency  the  eommsodiDg  general  of  this  etstion  and  tqoadron,  to 
vbom  the  exercise  of  tbe  mftrine  Jarisdiction  belongs  in  this  island  and  that  of 
Poerto  Kieo,  being  absent  from  the  seat  of  govern meut,  there  is  no  legal  medium 
prenent  tbrongh  which  to  renly,  in  riew  of  their  Jndicial  character,  to  any  of  the 
points  to  whicD  yonr  respectable  official  note  of  the  30th  of  April  last  refers. 

Tbe  said  anthotity  baring  been  informed  by  me  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
•aid  to  be  ealled  tbe  Cmiefitor,  I  am  expectiug  his  immediate  return,  and  as  soon 
■•  this  occurs  he  will  decide  upon  all  the  particulars  treated  of  hj  yon,  my  powers 
being  limited  to  the  inspection  of  tbe  proceedings  which  are  being  carried  on,  in 
ceiiformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  organization  and  attributions  of  the 
marine  courts,  and  to  assure  yon  that  in  the  meantime  no  essential  determination 
IV ill  be  taken  in  detriment  to  the  rights  of  any  citizen  of  the  nation  which  yon  so 
worthily  represent. 

1  haTe  the  honor  to  communicate  the  above  to  you  in  amplification  of  my  oommu- 
ntcation  to  you  of  yesterday. 

God  guard  yon  many  years, 

JOSK  OOMKZ  IMAS, 

8ec9nd  in  dmmand  of  ihia  iToMU  SkMom^ 
Thm  CovsuL-QswuuL  ov  tbm  Umrxn  Btatkb  of  Amsbioa> 


(TMegna.] 

Ur.  Olmey  to  Mr.  Williami. 

Washinotow,  May  ^,  1898. 

Bi'port  by  cable  upon  present  status  of  Competitor  case.    Give  names 
of  piisoiiers  claiming  to  be  American  citizens. 


(Ttlsfrsm.] 

Mr.  WilliatM  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Habana,  May  6^  1896. 

Tonr  telegram  received.  I  have  seen  acting  admiral,  who  tells  me 
tbe  examination  of  Competitor  proceedings  will  be  finished  to-day  and 
that  admiral  commanding  is  expected  to  arriveto  night , when  my  com- 
munication  of  the  30th  ultimo  in  which  I  have  asked  the  names  of 
American  dtizens  and  permission  to  see  them  will  be  answered. 
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[Tdegrmm.] 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Habana,  May  7, 1896. 

I  have  received  5  o'clock  p.  m.  from  admiral  commanding  the  answer 
to  my  communication  of  the  30th  in  regard  to  the  American  citizeua 
captured  on  Competitor.  He  replies  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  1795 
and  the  protocol  do  not  apply  to  them  as  they  are  not  residents  in^ 
accordance  with  law  relating  to  foreigners  and  they  are  to  be  tried 
by  summary  court  martial.  I  am  preparing  answer  and  protest  in| 
accordance  with  your  telegram  2d  instant. 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  WiUiamB, 

Washington,  May  7, 1896. 

Competitor  case.  Informed  officially  that  only  one  American  citizen 
was  taken  and  is  now  under  arrest.  If  possible,  report  by  cable,  who 
and  where  he  is,  on  what  charges  held  and  how  treated. 


[Talegnun.] 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Williams. 

Washington,  May  8^  1896. 

Competitor  case.  Did  American  citizens  have  fair  trial,  with  oppor- 
tunity to  summon  and  examine  witnesses,  and  to  be  defended  by  coun- 
sel of  their  own  selection,  and  with  all  other  legal  guarantees. 


[Telegrmm.] 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Habana,  May  a,  1896. 

I  have  seen  prisoners  this  morning.  Laborde,  captain  Competitor ^  tells 
me  was  bom  New  Orleans  and  formerly  was  deputy  sheriff  Tampa. 
Was  going  Lemon  City  with  twenty  four  passengers  when  they  seized 
the  vessel  by  force,  putting  pistol  to  his  breas^  and  took  command. 
Off  Cape  Sable  took  on  board  twenty-three  men  more.  William  Gil- 
dea,  mate,  born  Liverpool,  England;  Ona  Milton,  born  Kansas. 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Habana,  If  ay  8, 1896. 

In  case  of  Competitor^  trial  terminated.  Prosecuting  officer  asks 
penalty  death  for  all,  giving  precedence  to  the  local  law  relating  to  for- 
eigners over  the  treaty  and  the  protocol  in  this  case.  As  the  court  and 
authorities  here  agree  on  this  point,  I  inform  you  for  such  diplomatic 
action  you  may  deem  prqper.  I  am  preparing  remonstrance  Captain- 
General  as  the  superior  delegate  of  Spain  in  this  island. 
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Mr.  Williami  to  Mr.  Olneg. 

HABANAy  Maff  8y  1896. 

Campeiiior  American  citizens  have  not  bad  opportauity  to  summon 
and  examine  witnesses  and  to  be  defended  by  counsel  of  their  own 
selection.  For  their  defense  their  only  oonnsel  at  the  trial  was  a  Span- 
ish naval  officer.  Captain-general  and  admiral  both  contend  that  they 
are  not  embraced  in  the  treaty  because  not  residents  Spanish  territory, 
th^^ore  outlaws,  and  have  been  tried  for  piracy  and  rebellioni  oonse- 
qaeutly  have  not  had  fair  trials  under  the  treaty. 


(TalagnUB.] 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  WiUiam$. 

Washington,  Mag  P,  1896. 

Has  death  sentence  been  imposed  t  When  is  it  to  be  executed  1 
Dupuy  claims  Milton  is  the  only  American  citizen.  How  is  it  as  to 
Laborde  and  Gildeaf 


tTrtagm.] 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olnejf. 

HABANAy  May  P,  1896. 

Milton  undoubtedly  is  a  native-bom  citizen.  Laborde  says  he  was 
bom  in  New  Orleans;  Gildea,  in  England.  However,  one  being  mas- 
ter and  the  other  mate  of  an  American  vessel  entitles  them  to  protec- 
tion of  the  United  States  under  paragraph  171  Consular  Regulations, 
buftedon  statutes,  and  were,  therefore,  entitled  to  be  tried  under  seventh 
article  of  the  treaty  and  in  accordance  with  fourth  article  of  the  protocol, 
allowin|ir  them  to  name  attorneys  and  advocates  with  all  other  men- 
tioned guarantees,  instead  of  which  they  have  only  had  a  naval  officer 
for  their  defense.  Death  sentence  asked  for  by  prosecutor  not  yet 
imposed,  but  executions  twelve  hours  afterwards  is  oustomaiy* 


(Telegram.] 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  WiUianu. 

Washinoton,  May  P,  1896. 

Have  urged  upon  Spanish  Oovemment,  through  Dupuy  and  our  min- 
ister at  Madrid,  that  recent  Havana  court-martial  sentences  upon 
American  citizens  should  not  be  executed  until  this  Oovernment  is  sat- 
isfied that  it  ought  not  to  interpose,  for  which  purpose  it  needs  and 
asks  record  of  proceedings  of  court,  charges,  evidence,  and  should  be 
officially  informed  what  opportunities  of  defense  defendants  had  through 
ccnnsel  of  their  own  choice,  examination  and  summoning  of  witnesses, 
and  otherwise.  Make  same  representations  and  request  to  govemor- 
generalt  urging  that  request  of  United  States,  which  would  be  proper 
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in  any  case,  is  specially  so  in  view  of  the  extremely  questionable  jurj 
diction  of  the  court-martial,  which  can  be  justified  only  by  a  nei 
strained,  technical  construction  of  treaty  stipulations  and  which  is  coj 
trary  to  their  spirit,  to  their  fair  interpretation,  and  to  the  intent  of  tl 
parties  at  the  time  they  were  entered  into,  as  clearly  shown  by  the 
correspondence. 


Mr.  Boehhill  to  Mr.  William$. 

No.  1362.]  Washinoton,  Ma/jf  11^  1S96. 

Sib  :  The  Department  has  received  your  dispatch  No.  2940,  of  tt 
2d  instant,  with  inclosoreSi  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  America 
schooner  Oompetitor. 

I  am,  etC|  W.  W.  BookhuXi. 


(TelflgmnL] 

Ur.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olneg. 

HABANAy  May  11, 189e^ 

Admiral  has  advised  consul-general  of  Oreat  Britain  that  Madrid 
Government  has  ordered  suspension  of  effects  of  the  Oomwtitor  pro 
cee<Ung8  and  their  transmission  to  supreme  council|  Madrid* 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  BockhilL 

No.  2968.]  United  States  GoNSULATB-GBinEBALy 

Hdbanaj  May  llj  1896m 

Sib  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Department's  telegran 
of  the  9th  instant.    •    ♦    ♦ 

In  consequence  I  addressed  a  communication  to  the  governor  anc 
captain-general  in  the  same  sense  almost  word  for  word, 
lanii  etC| 

BAMON  O.  WlLLIAUfiL 


[Telegnm.] 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olneg. 

Habana,  May  11^  1896. 

Admiral  having  adhered  to  opinion  of  the  judge-advocate  making 
treaty  subordinate  local  law  for  trial  Competitor  men  and  havi;|g  twice 
rejected  my  protests  against  the  procedure,  I  addressed  captain-geu- 
eral,  on  the  8th  instant,  declining  in  him,  as  the  superior  delegate  of 
the  authority  of  the  King  of  Spain,  the  responsibility  of  the  conse- 
quences, and  he  has  advised  me  that  he  has  informed  Qovernment  of 
His  Majesty  of  my  protests;  but  meantime  I  learn  from  good  source 
that  the  men  have  been  sentenced  to  death,  notwithstau&ig  the  pro- 
ceedings show  they  were  captured  without  arms  in  haud« 
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Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olneg. 
!7o.510l]  Lboatiok  of  thx  Unitsd  States, 

Madrid^  May  11^  1896. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram 
of  the  9th  ioHtant,  as  follows: 

Make  iaunedUte  rapreMnUtioiis  to  Spaoisb  GoTenuneni  tb»t  United  States  oon- 
r«tTee  it  to  be  its  right  and  doty  to  insist  that  coart-marttal  sentences  just  imposed 
u  Habana  npon  Amerieao  citixens  shall  not  be  executed  until  this  Government  has 
opportunity  to  become  satisfied  that  its  interposition  is  not  warranted.  To  enable 
:( to  reach  a  ocmclusion  in  the  matter,  it  should  hare  and  now  asks  record  of  proceed- 
ii^of  eoart«  charges  and  eridenoe,  and  should  know  what  opportunity  detendants 
^lA  to  defena  themselTes  by  counsel,  of  their  own  choice,  snd  by  examination  and 
lammoninff  of  witneases.  United  otates  would  be  entitled  to  insist  upon  such 
request,  with  the  necessary  leasonable  delay  in  any  ease,  but  is  especially  so  entitled 
is  the  preaent  ease,  where  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court- martial  is  extremely  doubtful 
wd  can  bo  justified  only  by  a  new  strained  technical  construction  of  treaty  stipula- 
tioos,  soch  being  contrarr  to  their  spirit,  to  their  fair  interpretation,  and  to  the 
'Stent  of  the  parties  at  the  time  they  were  entered  into,  as  clearW  shown  by  their 
coirespondenoo.  Call  particular  attention  to  the  words  in  article  4  of  the  protocol, 
-^  Spaniards  being  in  the  United  States,"  as  well  as  ''residing''  there.  It  is 
uieoDoeiTable  that  residence  as  a  condition  to  the  adrantages  of  protocol  was 
zcqoired  in  one  case  and  not  in  the  other*  Ask  for  an  immediate  answer  to  request 
ffast  SKocntion  of  court-martial  sentsnoea  be  postponed  for  reasons  and  with  put- 
poces  stated. 

I  at  once  obtained  an  interview  with  the  minister  of  state,  in  which  I 
presented  to  him  yonr  telegram,  together  with  the  following  observa- 
tions in  the  way  of  argament: 

In  my  opinion  it  is  certain  that  the  protoool  of  1877  is  not  Umited.  upon  a  reason- 
&ble  construction,  to  citixens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Spanish  territory,  for 
the  conclusive  reason  that  the  benefits  of  American  law  are  extended  to  all  Spaniards 
"being"  in  the  United  States,  although  they  may  not  be  residents  there.  To  dis- 
pute that  construction  is  to  denv  to  the  protocol  mntnalitv.  That  point  settled,  it 
»  certain  that,  OTcn  conceding  for  the  sake  of  argument  that  the  American  citizens 
is  question  were  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  for  that  reason  triable  by  a 
ooQucil  of  war,  they  are  nerertheless  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  section  4  of  tho 
protocol,  which  reads  as  follows : 

"In  oonsequence  whereof,  ss  well  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  third  paragraph 
v  in  those  of  the  second,  the  parties  accused  are  allowed  to  name  attomeyn  and 
^▼oeatee,  who  shall  haye  access  to  them  at  suitable  times.  Thsy  shall  be  furnished 
i&dne  season  with  copy  of  the  accusation  and  a  list  of  witnesses  for  the  prosecution, 
▼ikich  latter  shall  be  examined  before  the  presumed  criminal,  his  attorney  and  adyo- 
»te,  in  conformity  with  the  proyisions  of^  articles  twenty  to  thirty -one  of  the  said 
)sv;  they  shaU  have  right  to  compel  the  witnesses  of  whom  they  desire  to  avail 
themeelyes  to  appear  and  giye  testimony  or  to  do  it  by  means  of  depositions;  they 
•iisll  preaent  such  eyidence  ss  they  may  Judge  proper,  and  they  shall  oe  permitted  to 
b«  present  and  to  make  their  defense  in  puBlie  trial,  orally  or  in  writing,  by  them- 
wItcs  or  by  means  of  their  counsel." 

My  Goremment  hss  therefore  in  any  case  the  right  to  demand  an  inspection  of  the 
ncord  of  the  proceeding  of  the  council  of  war  in  order  to  determine  whether  or  no 
the  accused  haye  been  gtyen  all  the  benefits  of  section  4  of  the  protocol. 

The  minister  promptly  gave  a  favorable  response  to  yonr  request, 
vhich  I  rei>orted  to  you  in  the  following  telegram: 

Presented  your  request,  with  argument,  based  on  terms  protocol.  Minister  of  state 
promptly  replied  all  executiye  action  suspended  by  order  giyen  under  promise  made 
u«  3d  instant.  Entire  record  will  be  ordered  Madrid  for  reyiew  by  supreme  council 
war  and  marine.  When  there,  Goyemment  can  control  record,  copy  of  which  will  be 
Amishod  you  for  inspection  prior  to  execution  in  the  eyent  supreme  council  should 
bold  proceedings  to  lusye  been  regular. 

The  newspapers  of  this  morning  say  that  the  review  of  this  case  by 
the  supreme  council  of  war  and  marine  wHl  involve  a  delay  of  at  least 
two  months. 

I  am^  eta^  Hannis  TATLOBr 
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[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  WilliarM. 

WASHmaTON,  Ifoy  ii,  1896. 

Oompeiitor  case.  Execution  of  death  sentences  upon  American  citi- 
zens suspended  pending  diplomatic  consideration  of  their  rights  under 
treaty  and  protocoL 


[Telegnm.] 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olneg. 

Habana,  May  12^  1896. 

Urgent.  The  afternoon  newspapers  report  that  two  American  citi- 
zens, Oharles  Barnett  and  William  Leavitt,  captured  on  land,  fonuiug 
part  of  the  Go^npetitor  exx)edition,  are  to  be  tried  by  ordinary  court- 
martial  of  the  marine  jurisdiction.  I  beg  that  immediate  instruction 
be  given  to  our  legation,  Madrid,  to  ask  suspension  of  the  effects  of  the 
trial  until  our  Grovernment  can  be  satisfied  it  is  in  conformity  with  the 
treaty,  for  I  apprehend  the  condition  of  the  treaty  will  not  be  obsenred. 


{Telegram.] 

Mr.  Williama  to  Mr.  Olnejf. 

Habana,  JIfay  13, 1896. 

In  reply  to  my  yesterday's  communication,  asking  for  the  application 
of  the  treaty  and  protocol  to  the  trial,  two  Americans,  Competitor  crew, 
and  suspension  of  execution  in  case  of  death  sentence  until  I  could 
inform  you,  Captain -General  advises  me  officially  that  American  citi- 
zens are  tried  according  to  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  and  further  that  no  death  sentence  will  be  executed  without 
approval  of  His  Mtyesty's  Oovernment. 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Olneg. 

Habana,  JIfay  16, 1896. 

I  am  preparing  correspondence  relating  to  the  Competitor  case  which 
is  voluminous  and  important,  mostly  in  Spanish,  which  I  am  taranslat' 
ing.    Can  not  be  transmitted  before  next  week. 


Mr.  WiUiams  to  Mr.  BookhiU. 

No.  2987,]  United  States  GoNSTTLATE-OBNinEtAi.y 

Habana,  May  21, 1896. 

Sib:  In  continuation  of  my  dispatches  in  relation  to  Alfired  Laborde, 
William  Gildea^  and  Ona  Melton,  captured  by  a  Spanish  gunboat  on 
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board  tlie  American  schooner  Competitor  and  tried  at  8.30  o^clock  of  the 
morning  of  the  8th  instant,  at  the  arsenal  of  this  port  by  the  naval 
aathorities,  nnder  the  form  of  procedure  known  here  as  the  most  sum- 
mary process  (.juicio  sumarisimo),  I  now  have  the  honor  to  accompany 
translations  of  the  correspondence  had  since  the  7th  instant  between 
the  authorities  and  this  consulate- general  on  the  subject. 

The  first  communication  forming  part  of  this  correspondence  in  the 
order  of  reference  and  consideration  is  that  addressed  to  me  on  the  7th 
iustant  by  the  admiral  of  the  station.  It  is  made  up  wholly  of  the 
opinion,  adverse  to  my  remonstrance,  of  the  judge-advocate  to  whom 
my  two  communications  of  the  30th  ultimo  were  referred  in  consulta* 
tion.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  admiral  adheres  to  and  approves  of  this 
opinion.    In  it  the  judge-advocate  assumes : 

Fir8t»  That  the  specification  of  the  charges  against  these  men,  that 
I  had  asked  for  in  my  first  communication  of  the  30th,  could  be  fiur- 
nished  me  in  reference  to  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  the 
two  countries.  I  must  observe,  however,  that  the  trial  of  these  men 
took  place  within  the  short  time  of  fifteen  hours  after  this  offer,  with 
the  night  intervening;  and,  that  notwithstanding  the  men  have  been 
tried  and  condemned  to  death,  that  the  specific  charges  have  not  yet 
been  furnished  me  for  transmission  to  you. 

Second*  That  with  respect  to  the  list  of  the  names  of  the  men,  the 
judgc^advocate  tells  the  admiral  that  there  was  reason  to  suppose  that 
Melton  was  the  only  American  citizen  on  board.  But  I  must  here 
observe,  too,  that,  as  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  Laborde  was  the 
master,  and  Gildea  the  mate,  according  to  paragraph  171  of  the  Con- 
sular Begulations,  based  on  statute,  and  the  fact  of  the  vessel  being 
American,  the  flag  covered  them.  In  consequence,  it  became  my  duty 
and  right  to  interpose  in  their  favor. 

Third.  The  judge-advocate  assumes  that  neither  article  7  of  the 
treaty  of  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  nor  the  protocol  of  1877,  invoked 
by  me,  apply  to  the  case  in  question.  Because,  as  he  further  assumes, 
foreigners  must  be  tried  by  the  same  courts  having  cognizance  in  all 
affairs  of  Spanish  subjects,  in  accordance  with  the  local  law  relating  to 
foreigners  of  the  4th  of  July,  1870.  And  at  this  point  I  beg  to  remark 
that  the  judge-advocate  subordinates  the  treaty  to  the  local  law  instead 
of  giving  precedence  to  the  treaty  as  a  part  of  the  supreme  law  of 
^ipain. 

Fourth.  He  also  assumes  that  whatever  interpretation  and  scope  may 
be  given  to  the  treaty  and  the  protocol  construing  it,  that  the  latter  from 
the  beginning  embraces  only  resident  American  citizens.  But  agaiust 
this  assumption  I  beg  to  state  that  article  7  of  the  treaty  of  1795 
imposes  no  condition  of  residence  either  on  Spanish  subjects  in  the 
United  States  nor  American  citizens  in  the  dominions  of  Spain ;  for, 
were  it  so,  then  the  status  of  Spanish  subject  and  of  American  citizen 
would  be  taken  away  from  thousands  of  Spaniards  and  Americans  who 
\isit  both  countries  every  year  either  on  business  or  pleasure,  as  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  tradesmen,  travelers,  and  tourists. 

Besides,  the  protocol  can  not  detract  any  force  from  the  treaty  as 
miderstood  by  the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  who  have 
Ranotioned  it;  and  not  being  yet  revoked  it  continues  in  force  as  the 
matrix  of  the  protocol.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  protocol  must 
conform  to  the  treaty  and  not  the  treaty  to  the  protocol.  But  even 
then,  the  protocol  explicitly  mentions,  in  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Gush- 
ing, all  Spaniards  residing  or  being  in  the  United  States,  and  converselyi 
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in  the  sense  of  article  7,  should  embrace  all  Americans  either  residing 
or  being  in  the  Spanish  dominions. 

Fifth.  The  assumption  that  foreigners  must  be  inscribed  at  the  pro 
yincial  governments  and  at  their  respective  consulates  in  accordance 
with  article  7  of  the  local  law  relating  to  them  can  not  be  maintaiuedj 
for  it  would  be  equivalent  to  depriving  them  of  their  rights  of  natiouj 
ality  and  of  the  protection  of  their  respective  Governments,  a  doctrini^ 
that  no  Government  will  admit,  not  even  that  of  the  judge-advocate,  U 
whose  opinion  on  these  several  points  the  admiral  adheres  and  appro ve^j 

Sixth.  It  is  also  erroneously  assumed  by  the  judge-advocate  that  tli^ 
law  of  the  17th  of  April,  1821,  is  derogated  by  Spanish  laws  of  subsel 
quent  enactment — that  is  to  say,  that  a  treaty  as  an  international  conj 
^act  can  be  derogated  by  either  party  at  pleasure  by  local  legislation 
or  decretal  action — a  most  dangerous  doctrine  indeed  for  the  friendl^j 
intercourse  and  peace  of  nations. 

Seventh.  The  judge-advocate  also  contends  that  the  juiisprodenc< 
established  here  under  the  treaty  and  protocol  since  1877,  in  such  case^ 
as  that  of  Eosell,  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Mayolin,  at  Santa  Clara,  Sani 
guily,  Aguirre,  Carrillo,  and  Cepero,  at  Havana,  forms  no  precedent  ii^ 
these  cases  of  Melton,  Laborde,  and  Gildea — that  is,  that  the  naval 
jurisdiction  has  a  distinct  and  exceptional  authority  in  cases  coming 
under  its  jurisdiction  to  that  possessed  by  the  military  and  civil  powera 
by  which  those  other  cases  were  tried. 

In  reference  to  the  passage  on  page  2  of  the  admiral's  commanicai 
tion  to  me  of  the  0th  instant,  wherein  the  judge-advocate  calls  atten^ 
tion  ill  the  sense  of  amplitude,  to  the  term  of  ten  days  having  beei^ 
employed  in  substantiating  and  trying  this  case,  I  have  to  say:  That  th« 
time  thus  gained  for  the  defense  was  accidental  and  not  intentiona],| 
and  was  owed  entirely  to  the  temporary  absence  of  the  admiral  in  com- 
mand who  was  then  on  a  cruise  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  island,  and 
that  had  he  been  present  at  the  time  of  the  bringing  of  the  men  to  this 
port,  there  are  reasons  to  believe  that  they  would  have  been  tried  and| 
sentenced  within  the  next  twenty-four  hours. 

I  beg  also  to  observe  that  during  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States 
it  was  a  very  common  thing  for  vessels  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  to  leave  the  ports  of  Habana  and  Nassau  and  land  their  cargoes 
in  the  Southern  States;  but  I  know  of  no  case  in  which  parties  inter- 
cepted and  arrested  by  the  Federal  authorities  were  ever  deprived  of  the 
right  to  name  counsel  of  their  own  choice  and  to  be  sentenced  to  death 
by  most  summary  process,  as  has  been  done  in  this  case  with  the  men 
captured  on  board  the  American  schooner  Competitor. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  copies  are  also  accompanied  of  my 
answer  dated  the  7th  instant,  of  his  reply  of  the  9th  to  my  said  com- 
munication; of  my  communication  to  the  captain-general,  dated  the 
8th,  and  also  that  of  the  9th,  to  the  admiral,  in  answer  to  his  of  the 
same  date;  the  admiral's  reply,  also  a  note  from  the  governor«general 
acknowledging  receipt  of  my  communication  of  the  8th,  above  refeired 
to.  Likewise,  copies  of  correspondence  had  with  the  British  consul* 
general  relative  to  William  Gildea;  Mr.  Laborde's  statement  signed 
besides  by  Melton  and  Gildea;  letter  dated  the  2d.received  on  the  7tli 
from  Ona  Melton ;  another  one  of  same  date  from  William  Gildea,  and 
a  third  letter  signed  joinUy  by  the  three  prisoners  under  date  of  the 
7th  instant. 

I  am,  &o»y 

Bamon  O.  Williams, 

Consul- Oeneral. 
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[laelosiire  1  with  Ko.  MTT.— Tn]MUtloB.J 

Commakder-Genkrai.  ov  Marine  or  the  Naval  Stiatiom 

AND  Squadron  or  the  West  Indies, 

Habana,  May  7, 1S96. 

S«:  Tour  official  letter  and  note  of  the  90th  nltlmo  heviiig  been  referred  in  eon- 
»aitntion  to  the  Jndge-adYocate  of  this  n»Tel  station,  this  oounaellor  reports  as 
follows: 

"^Etckllmxcy:  Under  date  of  the  30th  of  Anril  last  the  consal-ffeneral  of  the 
raited  States  in  this  eapital  addressed  yonr  ezoellency  the  two  preceding  oommtini- 
"sMoam  passed  to  me  for  ejuunination  and  report  aooompanied  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  esse.  In  the  first  of  those  oommnnieationsy  startmff  from  the  supposition  that 
M.e  f^hooner  C<»8mli<0r  and  the  persons  eaptared  on  beam  might  be  Americans^  and 
itet  having  oxaot  information  respecting  the  charges  and  accusations  Jnstifying  their 
tnknamUm  to  the  nsTal  oonrts  of  this  island,  ana  in  accord,  as  he  alleges,  with  the 
i^stmciiiKDM  of  his  Government,  he  ssks  your  excellency  to  hare  the  goodness  to 
caftxni  hiot  as  scMm  ss  may  be  possible  of  the  speoifio  charges  brought  against  the 
Hid  schooner  and  eitlsens,  wito  the  names  of  the  latter,  for  the  purpose  of  transmit- 
tisiE  tiion  at  once  to  his  Government. 

''  Respocting  the  first  part  of  this  consular  petition  it  is  the  ojiinlon  of  the  under- 
iicDcd,  in  view  of  the  good  desires  always  animating  and  inspiring  vour  excellency 
«b«o  treAtSng  of  matters  that  may  in  some  manner  direotiv  or  iudirectly  affect  a 
friendly  nation  with  which  the  best  relations  are  niaiutsined,  that  your  excellency 
can  at  once  manifest  to  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  that,  in  effect,  this 
lural  jmisdiction  Is  now  occupied  in  trying  the  case  of  the  capture  of  a  schooner 
iaOisg  firom  the  portof  Key  West,  whose  oertificateof  inscription  and  sailing  license 
Ainee  as  to  her  name  being  that  of  CompeiiU>r,  or  the  same  one  which,  refusing  to 
^tmw  any  flag,  made  armea  resistanee  to  a  vessel  of  war  of  our  nation  and  landed  a 
cargo  of  arms,  ammunition,  explosivss,  and  other  effects  belonging  to  a  filibuster 
erpedition,  nnder  oomnumo  of  the  so-called  Colonel  Monzon;  the  same  that  he  con- 
^e;ed  firom  the  eoastof  Florida  to  Berraoos  Govs,  where  the  schooner  was  discharg- 
124^  when  discovered.  It  is  evident  that  the  accusations  and  charges  springing  from 
tzu«  fact  will  be  formulated  according  to  regular  rules  and  within  the  time  fixed  by 
•rr  code  of  criminal  procedure,  it  being,  therefore,  impossible  to  sntioipate  the  spec* 
ILtation  desired  by  the  consuL  But  u  sgreeable  to  vour  excellency  he  oonld  be 
■SBired  thai  at  the  proper  time  he  will  be  informed  of  all  the  details  he  desires  to 
oiow  of  the  case. 

'*  With  respect  to  the  list  of  the  names  of  the  men  captured  that  might  be  sup- 
fmd  to  ba  American  eitisens,  there  appears  no  reason  up  to  the  present  to  suppose 
tk#ce  is  any  other  than  Olna  Milton  of  that  nationality,  who  declares  he  is  a  native 
•^  Kansas,  23  years  of  age,  single,  newspaper  reporter,  son  of  Daniel  and  Nanc^,  and 
resident  of  Key  Wast.  On  reaching  this  point  I  am  pleased  to  call  the  attention  of 
jfmT  exeellenoy  to  the  contradiction  in  which  the  consul  appears  to  incur  when, 
sAer  giving  the  assnrance  in  the  first  cited  paragraph  of  his  estimable  communica- 
tion to  tha  effect  that  he  had  no  exact  information  regarding  the  cose,  on  continuing 
b«  sslm  thai  the  men  who  might  perhaps  appear  to  be  Amerioun  citizens  be  tried  in 
itrict  aeeord  to  Article  VII  of  the  treaty  of  the  27th  of  October,  17U5,  but  of  whose 
naaoes  and  oircmmstances  he  then  knew  nothing. 

"  Sfeiihetr  the  Article  YII  invoked  by  the  consul  nor  the  interpretation  given  it  by 
the  protocol  signsd  at  Madrid  the  12tb  of  January,  1877,  apply  to  this  case,  because 
of  the  following  reasons : 

*' First.  Because  foreigners  withoni  distinction  of  nationality  are  subject  to  the 
Isws  and  eonrts  of  Spain  for  crimes  committed  within  Spanish  territory,  and  as  such 
foreigners  do  not  enjoy  any  special  right  or  privilege,  being  subject  to  the  same 
courts  tibai  have  eoguixanoe  of  the  affairs  of  Spaniards  in  conformity  of  articles  41 
to  47  of  the  law  relating  to  foreigners  in  the  ultramarine  provinces  of  the  4th  of 
Jnly.  1870. 

''J^eoond.  Because  whatever  may  be  the  interpretation  and  scope  that  may  be 
nveo  to  ihe  treaty  and  its  meaning  given  by  the  protocol,  this  from  its  beginning 
deelares  ii  cmly  embraces  resident  Americsn  citizens,  and  these  only  in  the  case  or 
not  bein^  arrested  with  arms  in  hand,  circumstances  that  do  not  concur  in  tiie  present 


''Article  YII  of  the  said  law  relating  to  foreigners  exacts,  among  other  requisites 
fot  a  Ibxeigner  to  be  considered  a  resident  in  the  colonies  (ultramar),  that  he  must 
b«  inscribed  in  ihe  register  which  to  that  effect  is  kept  in  the  superior  civil  govern- 
SMsIs  and  in  the  eonsnlates  of  his  nation. 

"And  Isstiv,  because  the  law  of  the  7th  of  April,  1821,  mentioned  in  the  protocol 
va4  invoked  by  the  consul  in  its  relation  to  the  procedure  that  was  fixed  in  the 
vtteka  20  to  31  of  the  said  law  and  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  declarations  of  the  protocol 
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are  totally  derogated  under  the  final  enactment  of  the  present  law  goTeming  Qciim« 
niJ  procednrey  hy  icicle  750  of  the  code  of  military  justice  and  by  article  4*^  of  the 
law  of  military  marine  procedure. 

''The  jurisprudence  to  which  the  consul  refers  in  his  oommonication  and  alleg^es 
to  be  established  by  the  civil  and  military  courts  of  this  island  has  been  limited  to 
the  competency  of  the  courts  and  not  the  rules,  forms,  requisites,  and  solemnities 
of  the  methods  of  procedure  observed  by  them. 

''Finally,  excellencv,  yom  should  not  receive  nor  accept  in  any  form  the  protest 
addressed  to  you  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  the  name  of  his  Government 
against  the  application  of  most  summary  proceedings  (jnicio  sumarisimo)  to  those 
who  in  the  case  might  be  American  citizens  because  he  considers  that  form  of  pro- 
cedure excluded  from  the  protocol  and.  because  in  his  opinion,  it  is  not  the  ordinary 
council  of  war  mentioned  in  Article  lU  of  the  protocol. 

"  This  is  an  error  of  law  in  which  the  consul  incurs,  the  correction  of  which  he  will 
find  i^  in  his  recognized  ability2he  will  revise  the  latest  organic  law  relating  to  the 
procedure  of  marine  courts. 

"In  conclusion  I  am  going  to  refer  to  the  second  eommunication  of  the  oonsal- 
general  of  the  United  States,  referring  to  his  desire  to  oommunioate  with  the  pxis- 
oners.  The  prohibition  of  outside  intercourse  to  which  they  were  subjected  having 
been  removed,  your  excellency  can  grant  the  petition. 

"  In  the  above  sense  it  is  understood  by  the  undersigned  that  your  excellency  oan 
be  pleased  to  reply  to  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  should  yon  not  esteem 
it  better  to  decide  otherwise.  Moreover,  I  have  to  say,  that  the  officiad  correspond- 
ence tiiat  had  given  rise  to  this  consultation,  as  also  the  superior  decree  your  excel- 
lency may  have  given  it,  should  be  passed  to  the  judge  of  instruction  enoharged  with 
the  examination  of  the  case  for  their  attachment  to  the  proceedings.  Your  excellonoy 
will  decide." 

And  having  accepted  the  preceding  report  I  have  the  honor  to  so  inform  yoa  in 
reply  to  your  above-cited  esteemed  communication. 
I  am,  etc., 

JosB  Navarro  t  Fbrnahdks. 

The  Consul-Gensbal  of  thb  United  States. 


[InolMiirB  2  with  No.  2987.] 

United  States  Consulatb-Gehbral, 

Hdbmna,  May  7, 1896. 

EU  ExeelUney  ike  Admiral  la  ComvMnd  of  this  Naval  Station  and  Squadron, 

Excellency  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  attentive  communication  of  this 
date,  received  at  this  5  p.  m.,  and  to  protest  at  once  against  the  narrow  and  antag- 
onistic sense  with  which  it  considers  the  treaties  and  conventions  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain.  And  being  especially  instructed  by  my  Government 
in  the  present  case,  I  must  insist  to  the  point  of  obtainment — mat  the  citizena  of 
the  United  States  are  to  be  judged  by  the  courts  of  this  country,  in  conformity  with 
the  treatVy  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  judge-ad vooate  of  this  naval  station, 
and  to  wnich  your  excellency  has  ofiicially  adhered  with  transmission  of  a  copy  of  it 
tome. 

I  can  never^  as  the  representative  of  the  United  States  in  this  island,  lend  aasent 
to  the  trial  of  my  countiymen  by  the  exceptional  tribunal  called  bv  the  name  of  the 
moat  summary  prooeas  (jnicio  sumarisimo),  because  such  form  of  trial  is  contrary  to 
what  has  been  agreed  and  ratified  in  the  treaty  of  1795  and  the  protocol  of  1S77 
between  our  respective  nations,  and  its  application  would  constitute  a  most  flagrant 
violation.  Therefore  I  trust  to  be  able  to  convince  your  exceUenoy  of  the  error  In 
which  his  honor  the  judge-advocate  has  incurred  on  submitting  his  opinion  to  your 
excellency,  for  the  point  in  dispute  is  of  the  clearest  nature. 

Your  excellency,  by  accepting  the  opinion  of  the  judge-advocate,  affirms  that 
article  7  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  as  likewise  the  protocol  of  1877,  for  several  itaiod 
reasons,  do  not  apply  to  the  present  case,  and  which  I  will  now  proceed  to  refotOi 
interpreting  in  the  following  manner,  with  all  fldelityy  the  intent  of  my  Government-, 
which  has  been  duly  communicated  to  me. 

First.  It  is  not  absolutely  exact  wiUi  respect  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the 
affirmation  of  your  excellency  that  they,  m  their  character  of  foreigners,  mast  be 
subject  for  crimes  of  which  they  are  accused  within  Spanish  territory  to  all  the  laws 
and  tribunals  of  Spain,  neither  that  they  are  not  exempt  i^m  the  tribunals  which 
in  certain  cases  have  cognisance  in  the  afiairs  of  Spaniards,  notwithstanding  the 
prescriptions  of  articles  41  and  47  of  the  said  law  relating  to  foreigners,  whioh  yoor 
excellency  mentions.  And  it  is  not  exact  because  there  are  exceptions  guaranteed 
by  existing  f-  ^'  -  ^ -  *  merioan  citizens.    And,  indeed,  the  present  case  &  a  typical 
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example  of  this  statement,  treating  as  it  does  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  accused 
of  acts  against  the  integrity  of  Spanish  territory;  for  article  7  of  the  treaty  of  1795 
provides  that  the  detention  or  arrest  for  offenses  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  within  the  jarisdiction  of  Spain  shall  be  "  made  and  prosecuted  by  order  and 
atithoritv  of  law  only  and  according  to  ordinary  proceedings  in  such  cases"  (segnn 
loe  tramltes  ordinaries  en  tales  casos). 

But  notwithstanding  the  clearness  of  the  object,  doubts  arose  as  to  the  preciseness 
of  Its  meaning,  and  the  Qovemments  of  the  United  States  and  Spain  agreed  upon 
an  interpretation  and  redaced  it  to  a  formal  nnderstanding  under  what  is  now 
known  as  the  protocol  of  1877,  the  third  article  of  which  textually  says : 

'^  Those  who  may  be  taken  with  arms  in  hand,  and  who  are  therefore  compre- 
hended in  the  exception  of  the  first  article,  shall  be  tried  by  ordinary  council  of  war, 
in  conformity  with  the  second  article  of  the  hereinbefore-mentioned  law;  but  even 
in  this  case  tiiie  accused  shall  enjoy  for  their  defense  the  guaranties  embodied  in  the 
aforesaid  law  of  1821/' 

And  article  4  confirms  article  3  in  all  its  parts.  And  it  will  therefore  be  seen  how 
the  opinion,  approved  by  your  excellency,  of  the  judge-advocate  is  mistaken.  For 
Spanish  subjects  trial  by  most  summary  process  may  be  in  order  under  certain  cir- 
ciunstances.  bnt  never  for  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Exceptional  tribunals  may 
try  the  first,  but  never  the  second.  Neither  the  laws  nor  the  judges  of  exceptional 
councils  of  war  have  application  within  the  dominions  of  Spain  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

If  American  citizens  are  captured  in  those  dominions  with  arms  in  hand,  they  are 
to  be  judged  solely  in  accordance  with  article  3  of  the  protocol,  which  in  that  sense 
tnterprets  authentically  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  as  that  article  refers  to  the  second  of 
the  law  of  the  17th  of  April,  1821,  this  last  article  is  therefore  the  one  of  immediate 
application.    That  second  article  of  the  law  of  the  21st  of  April,  1821,  says : 

"The  accused  will  be  tried  militarily  in  ordinary  oounoil  of  war,  as  prescribed  in 
the  law  8,  title  17.  book  12,  of  the  last  recompilation.'' 

There  exists,  therefore,  an  absolute  conformity  between  the  treaty  of  1795,  the 

Srotocol  of  1877,  and  the  law  of  1821,  for  they  all  agree  that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  captured  with  arms  in  hand  in  Spanish  territory  can  not  ever  be  tried 
by  moBi  Bummary  process  but  by  ordinary  council  of  war. 

My  Qovemment  can  not,  therefore,  consent  that  its  citizens  be  tried  under  any  other 
form  of  procedure  than  that  expressed  in  the  treaty,  and  to  which  it  strictly  adheres, 
'fho  second  manifest  error  contained  in  the  communication  of  your  excellency  is 
that  whieh  approves  the  part  of  the  opinion  of  his  honor  the  judge-advocate  by 
which  he  affirms  that  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1795  and  protocol  of  1877 
embrace  only  American  citizens  residents  of  Spanish  territory.  But  this  error  dis- 
appears at  once  when  it  is  shown  that  the  treaty  does  not  distinguish  between  Ameri« 
can  citixens  residing  or  being  in  Spanish  territory.  Article  7  embraces  all  American 
citizens  without  difference  or  any  kind.  Again,  if  there  was  any  doubt  on  this  point 
it  would  be  dispelled  by  the  protocol  of  1877,  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in  a 
treaty  between  two  nations  the  one  would  put  its  citizens  or  subjects  in  a  disadvan- 
tageous position  with  respect  to  those  of  the  other;  to  the  contrary  both  themselves 
on  an  equal  footing.  For  article  4  of  the  protocol,  on  referring  to  Spanish  subjects 
in  the  United  States,  reads  as  follows : 

"  The  said  provisions  extend  to  and  comprehend  all  Spaniards  residing  or  being 
in  the  United  States." 

Therefore,  if  the  protocol  comprehends  all  Spanish  subjects  residing  or  being  in 
tbe  United  States,  it  must  e^uallv  comprehend  all  American  citizens  residing  or 
being  in  the  dominions  of  Spain ;  the  Spanish  equivalent  of  the  English  word  being 
is  estante,  as  used  in  the  translation,  and  signifies  in  this  ease  the  temporary  occu- 
pation by  a  person  of  a  place  or  spot  regardless  of  permanent  residence  in  the  sense 
of  domioiliation.  These  American  citizens  are  in  a  Spanish  dominion,  where  they 
are  to  be  sabjeoted  to  judicial  trial,  and  necessarily  this  must  be  done  in  accordance 
with  the  form  ofprocedure  solemnly  agreed  upon  m  treaties  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States.  The  theory  advanced  by  the  judge-advocate,  and  admitted  by  your 
excelleney,  places  these  American  citizens  on  an  inferior  plane  of  justice  to  Spanish 
•objeetB  in  the  United  States,  for  if  the  words  used  in  the  protocol  by  the  minister 
of  Spain  for  foreign  afiairs,  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes,  that  "the  said  provisions  extend 
to  and  comprehend  all  Spaniards  residing  or  being  in  the  United  States,''  are  limited 
Rolely  to  Spanish  subjects,  the  protocol  wonld  then  favor  one  of  the  contracting 

?artfe8  to  tne  prejudice  of  the  other,  and  this  is  impossible  to  suppose  since  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1795,  interpreted  by  the  protocol,  makes  no  distinction  between 
those  American  citizens  who  reside  and  those  being  within  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
but  comprehend  all  alike,  and  where  the  law  makes  no  distinction  the  judicial 
aathorittee  can  not  create  them. 

Third.  According  to  yonr  excellency  only  such  foreigners  as  are  inscribed  in  the 
tegistera  determined  by  the  Spanish  law  relating  to  foreigners  can  be  considered  aa 
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entitled  to  treaty  stipnlatioiis.  My  GoYemment  does  not  admit  any  encli  interpre- 
tation,  for,  above  all,  it  is  the  only  one  competent  to  qualify  its  citizens  and  to  re^ 
ognize  or  reject  them,  as  every  Government  witli  its  own,  for  the  law  mentioned  hr 
your  excellency  as  relating  to  foreigners  is  merely  a  local  police  regnlation  of  inte- 
rior application  and  can  not  derogate  a  treaty  of  Spain  with  anoUier  nation.  Other- 
wise the  nationality  of  foreigners  entering  the  territories  of  Spain  woold  depend 
apon  its  laws  relating  to  foreigners;  and  to  oimvince  yonr  exeeuency  that  my  Gov. 
ernment  does  not  recognize  this  assumption,  I  have  the  honor  to  copy,  in  continnation, 
the  following  words  in  which  in  a  like  case  it  instmcted  me,  and  to  which  I  mnst 
adhere : 

''That  while  it  may  he  expected  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  sojourning  in  a 
foreign  State  shall  comply  with  reasonable  local  requirements  of  registration,  omis- 
sion to  do  so  can  not  vitiate  their  right  to  protection  aa  citizens  of  their  own  Qot- 
emment  in  case  of  need.  That  citizenship  is  a  fact  of  which  the  citizen's  oonntry  is 
the  authoritative  jnd^  under  its  own  laws  regarding  naturalization  and  nationality; 
and  that  its  certincation  of  that  fact  by  passport  imparts  a  verity  which  the  foreign 
Governments  are  bound  prima  fade  to  admit  in  executing  any  treaty  obligations  with 
regard  to  such  citizens. 

Having  acquainted  your  excellency  with  this  view  of  my  Government,  it  does  not 
become  me  to  add  a  word  more  on  this  point,  leaving  the  rest  to  the  consxdermtios 
of  your  excellency. 

Fourth.  The  communication  of  your  excellency  which  I  have  the  honor  to  answer 
maintains,  besides,  another  point  which  in  the  name  of  my  Government  I  must 
absolutely  reject,  and  which  point  is  expressed  in  the  said  communication  under 
exaggerated  proportions,  and  is  that  the  law  of  the  17th  of  April,  1821,  which  fixes 
the  form  of  procedure,  and  that  the  fourth  and  fifth  articles  of  the  protocol  are  now 
totally  abrogated  by  the  Spanish  law  regulating  criminid  procedure,  by  the  code  of 
military  justice  and  that  of  naval  procedure,  to  which  your  excellency  adds  that  the 
jurisprudence  established  by  the  civil  and  military' courts  of  this  island  in  similar 
cases  since  1877  is  limited  solely  to  questions  of  competency  between  those  courts, 
without  respect  to  the  rules,  requisites,  and  solemnities  of  procedure. 

The  first  thing  that  contra<licts  these  observations  of  your  excellency  is  the  pro- 
tocol itself,  which  in  its  preamble  says: 

* 'The  respective  parties,  mutuaU^r  desiring  to  terminate  amicably  all  controversy 
as  to  the  enect  of  existing  treaties  in  certain  matters  of  judicial  procedure,  etc.'* 

It  is  patent,  therefore,  that  the  purpose  of  the  protocol  is  to  interpret  and  fix  the 
form  of  procedure,  as  also  to  determine  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts.  And  it  is  not 
abrogated,  neither  is  the  law  of  April,  1821,  in  its  application  to  the  treaty  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  for  it  is  a  principal  of  international  law 
which  from  universal  consent  has  acquired  axiomatic  force,  that  treaties  sabsist  so 
lone  as  they  are  not  denounced  and  revoked  by  the  contracting  parties,  and  if  on« 
of  them  violates  them  the  other  has  the  right  to  exact  their  strict  fulfillment. 

Therefore,  the  treaty  of  1795  interpreted  in  its  doubts  by  the  protocol  of  1877,  is 
in  force  and  constitutes  the  international  law  voluntarily  sgreed  upon  by  the  United 
States  and  Spain.  Both  nations  recognize  and  invoke  it  as  the  supreme  law  that 
obligates  them  unto  each  other  in  the  regnlation  of  their  intercourse  and  in  the  set- 
tlement  of  their  differences.  For  that  treaty  and  its  protocol  agree  upon  the  only 
form  of  procedure  to  be  applied  in  the  trial  of  American  citizens  eitiber  being  or 
residing  in  the  dominions  of  Spain,  and  the  form  incorporated  in  the  protocol  is  the 
same  as  that  above  cited,  of  April,  1821,  and  provides  that  such  citizens  as  are 
captured  with  arms  in  hand  are  to  be  tried  by  ordinary  council  of  war. 

The  treaty  stiU  existing,  the  protocol  must  naturally  be  contained  in  it.  Tliere- 
fore,  as  a  logical  consequence,  your  excellency  must  admit  that  neither  article  7  of 
the  treaty,  the  protocol,  nor  the  law  of  1821  are  abrogated,  but  subsist  and  must 
last  so  long  as  the  treaty  is  not  abolished  by  the  consent  of  both  contracting  parties. 

The  local  special  laws  cited  by  your  excellency  only  refer  to  Spanish  subjects  within 
Spanish  territory,  and  can  not  be  applied  under  the  treaty  to  American  cittzens.  To 
that  end  the  consent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would  be  necessary,  and, 
without  previous  denunciation  and  revocation  of  the  treaty,  it  continues  In  force,  and 
local  laws  passed  since  its  date  by  either  Government  can  only  affect  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  such  Government  and  not  those  of  the  other,  since  a  treaty  forms  a  part  of 
the  supreme  law  of  every  country.  These,  witbon  t  the  common  assent  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  prevail  at  all  times  without  in  any  manner  being  affected  by  the  laws 
made  by  any  one  of  the  contracting  parties  without  the  knowledge  of  the  other  or 
others. 

The  treaty  subject  of  this  note  is  an  international  law,  and  those  cited  by  yonr 
excellency  are  solely  national  or  local ;  that  is,  exclusively  obligatory  on  Spanish 
subjects,  but  in  no  way  applicable  to  foreigners  when  opposed  to  the  treaties  existing 
betweeii  their  Governments  and  Spain. 

Fifth.  Hence  the  form  of  trial  called  moat  Bummaiy  procew  (juieio  snmarisimo) 
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vhieh  your  axc^ency  hM  decided  to  APPly  to  these  Aroeriean  citixens  completely 
Tiolatee  the  treaty  in  force  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  for  it  provides  for 
A  tdtm  diaaaetrically  opposed. 

Sixth.  And  with  respect  to  the  rejection  by  yoor  excellency  of  the  protest  I  have 
jceaented  yon  in  the  name  of  my  Qoyemment  against  the  violation  or  the  treaty,  it 
^offices  for  me  to  say  that  notwithstandinir  its  rejection  and  the  adherence  of  your 
eiceDency  to  the  contrary  opinion  of  the  Jadge-aavocate,  still  this  can  not  deprive 
it  of  its  lei^al  effects,  since  I  nave  presented  it  in  due  season. 

Seventh.  And,  finally,  as  in  support  of  the  w%o$t  Bummarjf  oroeeBM,  which,  as  your 
exoeilencjr  informs  me,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  trial  of  these  American  oitixens,  you 
cite  certain  laws  that  are  of  merely  national  or  local  enactment,  I  have,  in  conse- 
quence, to  a^in  remind  your  excellency  that  the  case  in  (question  is  governed  by  the 
treaty,  and,  therefore,  not  by  the  local  law  of  Spain,  which  should  conform  to  the 
cnaty  aa  a  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  Spain.  Consequently ^  the  trial  of  these 
Amrxiean  citisens  nnder  the  form  of  mo9t  tiimmory  prooef«  is  a  violation  of  article  7 
vf  ihe  treaty  of  1796  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

Therefore,  and  in  the  name  of  my  Government,  I  have  to  ratify  my  previous  protest 
presented  to  your  excellency  ag^inat  the  form  of  trial  to  which  those  American  citi- 
ttos  have  been  subjected,  and  herebv  solemnly  renew  it,  protestins  against  this  form 
of  trial  aa  a  manifest  violation  of  the  said  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spitn. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  ocoasion  to  reiterate  to  your  exellency  the  assurance  of  my 
most  distingnlahed  oonsideration. 

RAMOM  0.   WlLUAMB, 

Con$i$l-Generul. 


[ladofiiie  t  In  Vo,  9M7.->Tnuitl*tioB.] 

Coxxakdahoy-Qbivkral  or  Marinr  ov  tub  Naval  Station 

AND  SQUADUON  of  THK  WbST  INDIKS, 

ffabana,  May  9, 1396. 

Sir:  Tour  esteemed  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  in  which  yon  answer  mine 
of  the  same  date,  having  been  received,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
hsving  referred  it  in  consultation  to  the  Judge-advocate  of  this  naval  station,  he 
reports  upon  it  as  follows : 

"ExcnxcfrcT:  In  obedience  to  your  above  superior  decree,  the  undersigned  has 
etodied  with  the  greatest  care  the  esteemed  communication  addressed  you  by  the 
consul-general  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  this  capital,  on  the  margin  of 
vbich  yonr  decree  is  placed. 

"The  latest  communication  of  the  consul  is  a  petition  against  the  answer  given  him 
Uy  your  excellency  to  his  remonstrance  of  the  30th  of  April  last.  The  consul  has 
strengthened  his  first  arguments  with  the  skillful  resource  of  better  diction  and  with- 
out mention  of  legal  provision.  I  comply,  on  my  part,  by  duplicating  the  reasons  and 
ar^ments  of  my  previous  report,  which,  with  toe  greatest  respect,  are  now  repro- 
duced. If  the  present  case,  as  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  affirms,  is 
typical  of  Article  VII  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  u  is  not  possible,  without  incurring  in  a 

S^ve  misconception  of  fact  and  of  law.  to  maintain  that  the  American  citizen,  Ona 
frlton,  who  is  the  only  one  that  coula  in  any  manner  profit  by  the  efforts  of  the 
consul,  hmB  not  been  prosecuted  by  order  and  authority  of  law  only,  and  according 
to  the  regular  course  of  proceeding.  Such  is  the  estimation  given  to  the  proceeding 
Wl  witnio  the  unquestionable  competency  of  the  marine  courts  in  a  case  in  which  no 
precept  of  law  of  procedure  of  this  Department  has  been  omitted,  and  in  the  snb- 
ttsotiation  of  which  a  period  of  ten  days  has  been  employed,  notwithstanding  the 
method  of  Mott  Bummary  prooe$$  (Jnicto  sumarisimo)  has  been  utilized,  which  is  not 
the  exertion  tribunal  capriciously  believed,  and  to  which  the  consular  communica- 
tion now  the  object  of  my  attention  alludes. 

*'I  repeat,  there  is  a  remarkable  misconception  of  law  in  considering  that  the  form 
of  most  snmmary  process  excludes  the  ordinary  council  of  war  and  is  opposed  to  the 
emplriTment  of  the  most  ample  and  efficient  means  of  defense  by  the  parties  accused, 
Uie  sole  object  of  the  most  summary  process  being  to  gain  time  (conseguir  la  mayor 
brevidad)  in  the  dliTerent  stages  of  procedure,  simplifying  some  labors  or  proceed- 
ings of  Httle  importance.  On  a  former  occasion,  when  treating  of  the  same  case,  I 
wsa  enabled  to  convince  your  excellency  that  charges  for  certain  kinds  of  crimes  are 
triable  by  the  ordinary  most  snmmary  process,  whose  proceedings  are  equally 
applicable  to  natives  and  foreigners,  and,  of  course,  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
••  much  in  those  cases  comiuff  under  the  military,  naval,  or  civil  Jurisdictions.  It 
ia  therefore  beyond  all  doubt  Melton  and  his  companions  have  been  tried  in  the  ordi- 
stry  way  in  such  eases  as  come  under  the  cognizance  of  the  most  snmmary  process. 

**  It  la  not  neeassary  to  insist  on  the  point  of  residence  or  stay  as  determinative  of 
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the  competency,  which  neither  the  accnsed,  the  consul,  nor  directly  the  Goyemmeiit 
of  the  United  States  has  discassed,  because  not  being  tiie  only  cause  of  it. 

''To  the  argument  presented  on  that  point,  it  suffices  to  say  that  the  declarations 
of  »the  protocol  of  1877  were  in  no  manner  reciprocal,  bnt,  to  the  contnury^  each  one 
of  the  signers  made  his  own  separately  and  upon  distinct  subjects  as  could  not  lens 
than  incur  in  view  of  the  nature  of  the  matters  treated  about  and  the  special  lefrii- 
lation  of  the  respective  countries.  The  protocol  of  the  12th  of  January,  1877,  is  not 
a  treaty  negotiated  between  two  nations,  nor  even  an  addition  nor  complement  oi 
any  preexisting  treaty.  It  is  only  and  exclusively  what  its  preamble  eayn:  the 
result  of  a  conference  held  with  the  desire  to  terminate  amicably  all  oontrot*er»y  as 
to  the  effect  of  existing  treaties  in  certain  matters  of  Judicial  procedure,  and  com- 
mnnicated  for  its  observance  by  a  royal  order.  Therefore,  the  citation  of  interna- 
tional law  about  the  revocation  and  denunciation  of  treaties  is  needless.  Conse- 
quently, there  being  no  violation  in  any  shape  or  mannerof  the  treaty  solemnly  agreed 
upon  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  of  the  27th  of  October  of  1796,  it  in  plain 
t^at  within  the  terms  of  the  most  exquisite  courtesy  it  is  impossible  for  your  excel- 
lency to  accept  any  of  the  protests  of  the  consul  of  that  Ariendly  nation  in  thia  cUy.'' 

And  with  the  approval  of  the  above  report  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  yon  a  copy 
of  the  same,  and  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  you  the  aasurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

JoBB  Navabbo  Fxbnahi^sx. 

The  Doksul-Gbnbbal  of  the  United  States. 


[InokMiire  i  in  No.  2N7.] 

UBOSiirr.]  Coxsulatb-Oensbal  of  thb  Uioted  Btatbs, 

HdbanOf  May  8, 1896. 

MU  Excellmcy  the  Oovemor  and  Captain-General  of  the  Island  q/*  Cuba. 

ExoELLBNCT :  Tcstcrday,  at  5  p.  m.,  his  excellency  the  admiral  of  the  naval  statioi 
has  replied  to  a  communication  addressed  him  on  the  30th  ultimo  by  this  oonanlate- 
general  in  which,  by  reason  of  the  capture  of  the  American  schooner  CompetUor,  with 
several  persons  on  board^  I  reminded  him  of  the  treaty  obligations  which  abaoluteljr 
prohibit,  without  exce})tion  in  any  case,  the  trial  of  American  dtixens  within  Span- 
ish territory  by  exceptional  military  tribunals,  such  as  are  here  called  by  the  namf» 
of  most  summary  process. 

I  explicitly  informed  his  excellency  the  admiral  that  on  addressing  him  I  did  so 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  my  Government,  which  exacts  the  strict  fuliillinent  of 
its  treaties  with  Spain ;  and  at  the  end  of  seven  days  and  at  5  o'clock  in  the  ailer- 
noon  of  yesterday  I  received  his  answer,  denying  my  affirmation  and  maintainiuf: 
that  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1795  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  bare 
been  abrogated  by  national  or  local  laws  subsequently  enacted  to  the  date  of  that 
treaty  by  the  Government  of  Spain. 

And  I  ara  just  informed  by  tne  morning  newspapers  that  the  trial  is  to  take  place 
this  same  morning  at  8  o'clock  under  the  form  of  procedure  known  here  aa  the  wo^t 
summary  process,  or  fifteen  hours  after  the  receipt  of  the  admiral's  communication 
in  reply  to  the  one  which,  in  the  name  of  my  Government,  I  personally  delivered  to 
the  second  in  command  on  the  30th  ultimo. 

But,  excellency,  notwithstanding  his  excellency  the  admiral  denies  it,  atill  the 
fact  exists  that  the  only  criminal  procedure  under  which  citizens  of  the  United 
States  can  be  tried  in  the  dominions  of  Spain  is  that  designated  in  the  tveaty  of 
1795  and  the  protocol  of  1877  construing  it,  under  conformity  to  the  procedure  estab- 
lished by  the  law  of  the  17th  of  April,  1821. 

All  the  existing  treaty  obligations  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  havlnfc 
application  to  the  case  in  question  prohibit  absolutely  the  trial  of  American  oitis^'iiH 
within  the  Spanish  dominions  under  the  procedure  known  as  most  summary  proceiM. 
Tbe  treaty  from  which  these  obligations  emanate  has  never  been  reroked,  and 
therefore  still  exists. 

In  the  same  afternoon  (of  yesterday)  I  replied  to  the  erroneous  oomraunioation  of 
his  excellency  the  admiral,  protesting,  in  the  name  of  my  Goyemment>  against  the 
trial  by  the  form  of  most  summary  process  iu  case  it  should  be  carried  oaty  against 
the  existing  treaty. 

My  Government  con  not  consent  to  any  other  form  of  trial  for  its  eitlsena  within 
the  Spanish  dominions  than  those  so  clearly  established  in  the  treaty  of  1796»  They 
may  by  force  be  tried  by  the  most  summary  process;  but,  then  on  my  part,  I  must 
decline  all  the  responsibility  that  may  in  consequence  accrue  from  anch  flagrant 
violation  of  the  treaty.  My  last  communication  to  his  exoollency  tbe  admiral 
refutes  and  destroys  all  the  errors  in  which  his  is  inspired* 


CLAIMS  OF  CITIZENS  AGAINST  SPAIN.  217 

* 

Bat  ••  the  jwrnons  AcmiBedy  On  a  Melton,  Alft^l  Laborcle  are,  m  the^  inform  me, 
.UMricaii  eftuem,  Laborde  •  nathre  of  New  Orleans,  Melton  of  Kansas;  and  Gildea, 
«boi&^  of  Britiah  nativity,  the  mate  of  an  American  vessel;  and  as  article  6  of  the 
frotoeol  textnallj  aaya  "the  sentence  prononnoed  shall  be  referred  to  the  audiencia 
of  the  jndloial  distriet|  or  to  the  cantain-general,  according  as  the  trial  may  have 
fakeo  place  before  the  ordinary  Jnai;e  or  before  the  eooncil  of  war/'  I  have  there- 
ittn,  witJtin  the  instmctions  of  my  Government,  yet  in  time,  to  address  myself  to 
roar  excellency,  as  yon  have  to  pass  on  the  sentence  of  this  most  summary  prooessi 
to  Mee  that  Jnstiee  is  done  to  these  American  citizens,  and  to  annnl  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding* becanse  having  been  practiced  thronghont  in  manner  contrary  to  the  trea^ 
tirtween  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

Voor  coccellency  being  the  superior  representative  in  this  island  of  the  Government 
of  Hia  Hejesty,  and  my  legal  and  Jost  demand  having  been  rejected  by  the  admiral, 
so4  as  the  senteaoe  in  the  ease,  whatever  it  may  be,  has  in  last  instance  to  be  snb- 
satted  to  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  your  excellency,  I  have  therefore  to  beg 
TOUT  excellency  to  order  the  delivery  to  von  of  my  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo 
uul  7th  inatant,  addressed  to  his  excellency  the  admiral  with  the  view  that  your 
ezeellaiey  may  personally  examine  the  reasons  and  ar^^uments  therein  stated. 

Shonld  your  excellency  refuse  to  accede  to  my  petition  addressed  to  you  in  the 
preceding  paragraph,  in  the  name  of  my  Government,  I  then  most  solemnly  protest 
in  its  name  before  your  excellency  against  the  violation  of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of 
the  Goremment  of  Spain,  which  your  excellency  so  worthily  represents  in  this  island, 
giving  aeeonnt  of  toe  act  to  mv  Government  and  of  my  remonstrance  and  protests 
presented  to  the  naval  authorities  and  to  the  superior  authority  of  your  excellency, 
>efore  which  In  last  instance  the  sentence  must  come,  from  a  court  incompetent 
voder  the  treaty  to  take  Judicial  cognizance  in  the  affairs  of  American  citizens  in 
this  island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  consideration, 
jQvr  nxoellancy^i  moat  obedient  sorvant, 

Ramon  O.  Wiujams, 

Coniul-Omerah 


(Insloeim  Ho.  ft  in  No.  2M7.) 

COKSULATK-GSNBRAL  OF  THB  UmITKD  STATKS, 

JSra5a«a,  May  9, 1896, 
A  JSaosOsney,  iXe  Admiral  of  thi$  J^aval  Station  and  Squadron. 

ExcxLtJtircr :  In  reply  to  your  attentive  communication  of  this  date  I  have  to  say : 

First.  That  the  officers  and  crew  of  an  American  vessel  ei^oy,  nnder  the  laws  of 
wy  eonntrv,  regardless  of  their  nativitjTi  the  protection  due  to  American  citizens, 
vid  Laborae  and  Gildea,  having  assured  me  that  they  are  master  and  mate,  respeo- 
timely,  of  the  American  schooner  Competitor ,  it  is  therefore  clear  that  they  are  embraced 
in  the  olaoaes  of  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  ana  as  to  Melton. 
be  being  a  native-born  American,  there  can  not  be  any  doubt  about  his  status  ana 
rights. 

Second.  The  accused  have  been  deprived  of  their  right  to  name  advocate  and  solic 
itor  of  their  own  choice  for  their  defense  and  to  freely  communicate  vnth  them; 
neither  have  they  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  accusation  and  with  a  list  of  the 
witnesaes  of  the  prosecution,  or  allowed  to  examine  them  in  the  presence  of  them- 
Klves  and  attorney  and  advocate,  nor  to  summon  witnesses  in  their  favor;  in  a  word, 
B«ne  of  the  provisions  of  article  4  of  the  protocol  have  been  practiced  in  their  behalf, 
>Dd  instead  of  a  professional  lawyer  of  their  own  choice  a  naval  ofllcer,  as  I  under- 
■Und,  has  been  designated  for  their  defense. 

Third.  The  protocol  of  1877  not  only  confirms  the  treaty  of  1795,  but  is  its  most 
^tbentic  interpretation. 

Foorth.  The  difference  between  the  form  of  procodnre  known  as  moat  summarif 
procoBo  and  the  stipulated  ordinary  council  of  war,  constitutes  an  exceptional 
trjtmnal  of  the  hind  expressly  excluded  by  the  protocol^  the  ordinary  council  of  war 
idmitted  in  the  protocol  being  that  which  is  defined  in  article  2  of  the  law  of  the 
nth  of  April,  1821. 

Fifth.  The  statement  that  the  signers  of  the  protocol  only  expressed  their  private 
opinions  therein  is  not  correct;  to  the  contrary,  they  together,  and  in  common,  and 
in  the  representation  of  the  two  conntries,  agreed  upon  that  plan  for  the  removal  of 
i\]  doubts  and  obscurities  that  had  until  then  existed  as  to  the  methods  of  Judicial 
procedure  to  be  observed  in  the  x>roBecntion  of  American  citizens  within  the  domin- 
•iffiis  of  Spain. 

Consequently  I  ratify  my  previous  protests,  ami,  in  the  name  of  my  Government, 
dieline  in  your  exoellonoy  and  in  his  excellency  the  captain-general  of  this  island^ 
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all  the  responsibility  that  may  snpeTyene  from  the  trial  of  these  men  by  ntosi  #««- 
mary  process  and  denial  of  their  right  to  be  tried  in  the  manner  expreised  by  tii^ 
treaty  of  the  27th  of  October,  1795,  and  the  protocol  oonstming  it  of  the  12tli  of 
January,  1877,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

I  am,  etc.,  Ramon  O.  Willlucs, 

Cinuul-Geiural. 


[Incloanre  No.  6  in  No.  2987— Traaalaiioa.] 

Commandancy-Grneral  of  Marine  of  thb  Naval  Station 

AND  Squadron  of  the  West  Indies, 

Habana,  9  May,  1896. 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  received  yonr  attentive  oommnnication  of  this  date  in^^isting 
on  the  points  treated  in  your  two  previous  ones  and  ratifying  yonr  protests,!  bava 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  passed  it  in  consultation  to  the  judge-advocate  of  tbii 
station,  and  he  has  reported  thereon  in  the  following  terms : 

"  Information  havine  been  given  to  the  Government  of  His  M%|esty  in  everything 
concerning  the  proceeaings  had  by  reason  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Ccmpetitor^ 
and  being  subject  to  its  decision,  it  is  not  possible  for  your  excellency  to  t^e  any 
resolution  in  this  affair,  or  to  accept  protests  from  the  consnl-j^eneral  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  tnis  capital,  nor  enter  in  new  disquisitions  about  a  qnestioa 
already  so  much  debated,  and  consequently  it  is  my  opinion  that  your  excellency 
should  be  pleased  to  reply  in  this  sense  to  the  said  consular  fanetionax^yy  leaving  hit 
action  open  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  instructions  of  his  Goverment  in  the  manner 
and  way  he  may  esteem  most  convenient." 

With  my  approval  of  the  above  report,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  it  to  you  in  reply 
to  yonr  said  communication,  and  to  reiterate  to  you  the  testimony  of  my  most  di«- 
tinguished  consideration. 

JosB  Navarro  t  Fbrsandu. 

The  Consul-general  of  the  United  States. 


[Tnclosnre  7  in  No.  2987.~Tran8]Atloii.] 

General  Government  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 

Office  of  the  Sscrrtart, 

HdbfknOj  Ma$  9,  tS96, 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yonr  attentive  communication  of  yesterday,  protesting  in  the  name 
of  the  Government  of  your  nation  against  the  court-martial  being  hela  by  the  com- 
mandancy-general  of  the  navy  for  the  trial  of  the  prisoners  of  the  schooner  Cvmpet^ 
iior.  La  horde.  Melton,  and  another,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon^  by  order  of  bit 
excellency  the  Governor-General,  that  knowledge  of  the  said  protest  has  been  gireo 
to  the  Government  of  His  Majesty. 
I  am,  etc., 

El  Marqxjss  dm  Palmkrola. 
The  Consul-general  of  thb  United  States. 


[Inolosnre  8  in  No.  2887.] 

British  Consulate- Gkxkrai, 

Uahana,  Ma$  S,  1896. 

My  Dear  Colleague:  I  have  just  heard  that  one  of  the  CimpeiiUn'n  crew  (who 
are  to  be  tried  to-day)  is  a  British  subject  named  Gildea.  Now,  1  am  not  at  all  enre 
that,  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  consular  interference  will  be  of  any  avail ;  bnt  at  all  cvettU. 
as  I  understand  the  Competitor  is  an  American  vessel,  it  appears  to  me  that  yon  aIon« 
are  competent  to  intervene.  If,  therefore,  you  find  youiself  in  a  position  to  give  any 
assistance  to  your  own  people,  might  I  beg  of  you  to  extend  the  same  valuable  M  t^ 
my  poor  countryman  f 

Believe  me,  dear  Mr.  Williams,  yours,  very  sincerely, 

Axjcx.  Qollan.. 
Ramon  O.  Williams,  Esq., 

United  States  ConeuUGeHerul. 
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[laaioMre  •  tn  No.  M7.] 

Unitko  States  CottsvLATK-OwsfOULL, 

HabtifM,  May  8, 189$. 

Mr  I>KAB  ComBAOUB;  In  reply  to  jonr  note  of  this  morning,  I  am  plea«ed  to 
mfoiiD  TOfQ  that  I  inoladed  William  Gifdea,  a  native  of  LiverpooL  England,  bnt  the 
mate  of  the  American  schooner  CitmpeHtor,  in  my  petitions  to  tne  captain-general 
ud  admiral,  that  the  American  prisoners  of  the  Competitor  be  tried  in  accordance 
with  article  7  of  the  treatf  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  of  17d5,  and  tha 
protoool  of  Jaaoary  12, 1877,  constroing  it. 
I  aoB,  etc., 

Ramon  O  Wiluaiu. 
Arjnr.  Goixak,  Esq., 

Ar  BHUmmio  Uaim^u  CMMl-Ora«rat,  AtoiM. 


[TasliwiTe  10  la  Ke.  1987.] 

British  Comuuira-GsinniAL, 

Hdha%a,  May  XI,  1896. 

Mr  Dkab  CoUMAOVmi  I  hare  to  thank  yon  for  yonr  note  of  the  8th  instant.  I 
felt  qnite  sore  in  writing  to  yon  on  behalf  of  my  ooantryman,  William  Gildea,  that 
I  eonld  count  npon  all  the  assistance  in  yonr  power. 

It  will  probably  be  of  interest  to  yon  to  know  what  action  I  myself  took  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  On  Friday,  the  8th  instant^  as  soon  as  I  heard  that  the  public  prose- 
entor  had  demanded  that  the  extreme  penalty  of  death  shonld  be  applied  to  the  pris- 
OB«B,and  waslikely  to  be  enforced  forth  with,  I  addressed  official  commani  cations  both 
to  the  GoTomor-General  and  admiral  requesting  that  if  this  was  the  decision  arrired 
ftt,  its  exeention  shonld  be  suspended  until  I  had  the  opportunity  of  communicating 
the  fseta  by  telesraph  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
ftffaijs.  On  the  following  morning,  on  the  9th,  the  admiral  sent  me  a  courteous  reply 
stating  that  it  was  true  the  "consejo"  had  agreed  to  a  death  sentence,  bnt  that  in 
<ieference  to  my  wishes  he  had  telegraphed  to  his  Government  at  Madrid.  Last 
night  I  received  a  further  communication  from  the  admiral  in  which  he  states: 

**£1  Qobiemo  de  S.  M.  la  Reina  Begente  ^q.  D.  g.)  ha  dispuesto  suspender  los 
«fectoe  del  consejo  de  gnerra  celebrado  en  el  arsenal  con  motivo  del  apresamiento 
de  la  goleta  fiUhnstera  Competitor  y  la  remision  de  la  causa  al  consejo  supremo." 
Believe  me,  etc., 

Aisx.  GoLLAir. 
RAiunr  O.  WiluamBi  Eaq. 


(Xaelotaio  U  hi  No.  SM7.] 

United  States  Consttlate-Gensral, 

Habana,  May  11, 1896. 

Vt  I>kab  Collsaous:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  to-day, 
with  msny  thanks  for  the  interesting  information  therein  conveyed. 
Sincetrely,  yours, 

EAM ON  O.  WlLUAMS. 

iLKX.  Gollan,  Eso., 

Her  JBriiannic  Maje$ty'$  ConeHUOeneral,  Hahana, 


[IndlMiiie  No.  12  in  No.  2987.] 

British  Coksulatb-Gekeral, 

Habanay  May  11, 1896, 

Mr  Dkab  Coixvaoue:  In  a  telegram  which  I  received  last  evening  from  our  for- 
^gn  office  regarding  Gildea,  I  am  informed  that  the  newspapers  had  reported  the 
man  to  have  become  a  naturalized  American  citizen.    Will  you  kindly  inform  me  if 
*Qfh  is  the  casef 
Tours,  etc., 

AiJiz  GoLZJUl. 
Ramok  O.  Wiixiaus,  Esq., 
{MM  3tat€8  Con$uUQoHoral, 
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[Xnoloaare  13  In  Ko.  2987.] 

United  States  Coksulatb-Gbkerai, 

Sahana,  May  If,  IS96. 

My  Dear  Colleague  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  11th  instftnt.  Just  received,  I 
have  to  state  that  I  have  no  information  whatever  as  to  the  report  that  William 
Gildea  is  a  nataralized  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  told  me  at  the  prison  that 
he  was  an  Englishman  and  a  native  of  Liverpool.  He  did  not  claim  American  citi- 
zenship, hnt  as  one  of  the  crew  (he  had  engaged  as  mate)  of  the  American  schooner 
Competitor  it  became  my  consular  duty  to  defend  him  under  paragraph  171  of  Con- 
sular Regulations,  based  on  statutes,  which  states : 

''That  the  circumstance  that  the  vessel  is  American  is  evidence  that  the  crew  on 
board  are  such,  and  that  in  every  regularly  documented  vessel  the  crew  will  find 
their  protection  in  the  flag  that  covers  them.'' 

And  as  the  Competitor  was  such  a  regularly  documented  vessel,  Gildea  was  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  United  States  Government,  regardless  of  whatever  rights  he 
may  have  as  a  native-bom  British  subject. 
I  am,  etc., 

Ramok  O.  WnJJAMR. 

Alex.  Gollan,  Esq., 

Ser  Britannic  Majeeiy'a  Coneul-Oeneral,  Hdbana. 


[Inclosure  14  with  No.  TS^.) 

Arsenal  or  Navy- Yard,  ffdbawiy  May  8^  tS96. 

My  name  is  Alfredo  Laborde ;  I  am  38  years  of  age ;  I  am  a  native  of  New  OrlcAOS, 
La. ;  I  was  the  captain  or  master  of  the  American  schooner  Competit4>r,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Well,  of  Key  West.  This  vessel  had  a  license,  a  wrecking  licensi?,  and  I 
cleared  her  at  the  Key  West  custom-house,  with  four  others  besides  myself  aa  crew; 
five  all  told.  I  took  on  board  twenty -four  men  as  passengers  for  Lemon  City,  (la-, 
at  $2  each,  and  sailed  from  Key  West  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning.  When  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Cape  Sable,  on  the  22d  ultimo,  the  passengers  took  charge  of  th« 
ship,  seized  her,  and  six  of  them  came  into  my  cabin  to  make  me  surrender  the  ship. 
One  of  them,  named  Taboada,  held  a  pist'Ol  to  my  breast  and  I  gave  up  the  command. 
They  then  took  the  schooner  to  Cape  Sable  and  here  took  on  board  twenty-three 
men  with  arms  and  munitions.  They  then  informed  me  that  from  Cape  Siable  to 
Kebecca  Light  they  expected  to  meet  a  steamer  with  more  men  and  arms  for  Cnba, 
but  when  we  arrived  off  Rebecca  Light  I  told  them  that  the  schooner  could  not  go 
into  the  Gulf  on  account  of  her  bad  condition,  but  Taboada,  who  acted  as  pilot, 
told  me  to  shut  up,  and  overpowered  my  objections. 

We  reached  Cuba,  near  Berracos,  San  Cayetano,  on  Saturday,  the  35th  April,  and 
immediately  landed.  They  forced  me  to  go  in  the  first  boat  with  one  of  the  crew 
and  19  men ;  all  landed  and  escaped.  I  went  back  on  board  with  the  boat  and  another 
lot  lauded.  We  were  sighted  by  a  Spanish  tug  or  steam  launch.  I  ordered  the  Ameri- 
can  flae  to  be  set.  but  the  mate,  Mr.  William  Gildea,  who  tried  to  set  it,  found  the 
halliards  foul,  and  as  he  was  shot  at  twice  he  threw  it  down.  I  held  the  nag  a^i  oat 
the  rigging  so  that  it  should  be  seen.  Not  a  shot  was  fired  from  the  schooner,  for  we 
had  no  arms ;  the  passengers  had  anus  and,  we  understood,  also  dynamite.  We  made 
no  efforts  to  escape  with  the  passengers,  because  we  had  been  forced,  and  therefore 
we  determined  to  stay  by  the  ship ;  then  we  were  seized  or  captured  oy  the  Spanisii 
launch. 

They  put  me  into  what  is  called  a  Spanish  windlass,  by  tyin^  my  writs  together 
and  then  drawing  the  rope  tight  by  a  stick  thrust  through,  which  oaoBad  me  great 
torture  and  made  my  wriHts  swell. 

I  know  nothing  of  a  proclamation  signed  Laborde;  there  waa  another  Laborde 
among  the  passengers,  taller  than  I  and  about  32  years  old,  who  spoke  Fi>&nch  well. 
All  our  papers,  letters,  etc.,  were  taken  away  by  our  captors  and  we  hare  none  to 
show. 

Alfredo  Labordr. 

We  have  heard  the  foregoing  statement  read,  and  do  also  subscribe  and  depose  to 
the  same,  Ona  Melton  declaring  further  that  as  a  newspaper  correspondent  be  oaghft 
not  to  be  considered  aa  part  of  the  crew. 

Ona  Mrlton. 
Wm.  Gildea. 
Witness: 

Joseph  A.  Springer,  Viee-ConauUGeneral. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  the  arsenal,  Habana,  at  7.30  a.  m,  this  8tL 
May,  1896. 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal. 

Ramon  O.  Williams,  ConauUOentraL 
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[Tiriiiwi  mn  Kft.  2W.) 

Habaha  Naval  Pbisow, 
Majf9,1896.    (RaoeiTed  Hay  7.) 

DXAB  8ni:  I  wtA  to  know  If  yon  mn  aware  that  tbree  American  oitizens  hara 
oen  impriacmed  here  for  eome  time.    If  so,  please  inform  me  Immediately. 

Helyinf^  on  yonr  wisdom  and  integrity,  as  well  aa  the  liigh  esteem  with  which  yon 
•^  held  in  the  United  Stately  I  aw^t  your  adyiccb 

M oBt  reepectfnUy,  Oha  Mslton. 

Ur.W 


tbdosne  Ho.  10  la  He.  M7.) 

Saturdat,  Ifof  i,  1896. 

Snit  I  belong  to  the  schooner  Comveiitar,  captured  last  Saturday  by  the  man-of-war 
laanch  Memwagera,  and  I  am  aconsea  of  landing  men  and  arms  in  Berracos  opening. 
I  voold  reqoeat  yon  to  see  if  anything  conld  be  done  to  help  me  out  of  the  fix  we  are 
ia.   I  can't  aay  more,  but  would  explain  fully  if  I  could  see  yoa« 
Yoursy  etc., 

Wll.  GiLDBA. 

Tha  UanxD  STAiBt  ConsuLi  AtaMk 


IlaolatiirB  17  la  No.  M0T.] 

Habaha,  Majf  7, 1996. 

I>SAB  SiB!  We,  the  nnderslgoed,  the  captain  and  the  mate  of  the  schooner  Cosi- 
i*^»^t  of  Key  West,  and  a  correspondent  of  the  Times-Union,  of  Jacksonyille,  Fla., 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  imprisoned  here  for  some  time,  as  yon 
ve  probably  aware,  are  to  be  tried  at  some  hour  to-morrow  before  the  ^'Conse  Jo  de 
fuprra." 

Being  informed  this  erening  that  we  might  write  to  yon,  we  approye  of  the  oppor- 
tanity  to  reapectfnlly  urge  that  you  attend  our  court-martial  in  person,  or,  if  it  is 
oot  possible,  that  yon  exert  yonr  best  efforts  in  our  behalf  to  the  end  that  we  may 
receiTe  Jnatice. 

Respectfully,  yonis,  CAPTAm  Alfrxdo  Labobdb. 

William  Gildba. 
Ona  Mklton. 

G<»aijL  09  thb  Uhitbd  STATSa. 


Mr.  Williama  to  Mr.  RooJchill 

Xo.2088.]  United  States  Oonsulatb-Gbnebal, 

Habanaj  May  21^  1896. 

Sir:  I  be^  to  inform  yoa  that  having  sent  Mr.  Saucbez  Dotz,  the 
(deputy  consul-general,  this  morning  to  visit  Laborde,  Gildea,  Melton, 
^Wnet,  and  Leavitt,  of  the  Competitor  expedition,  and  now  held  in 
^^^tody  at  Fortress  Oabanas,  he  reports  to  me  that  he  foand  all  the 
3)en  well ;  that  they  stated  they  were  well  treated  and  have  no  com- 
r-eint  on  this  score.  William  Leavitt,  a  seaman,  says  that  he  is  a 
i^'itive  of  Bangor,  Me.,  and  Oharles  Bamet,  steward,  that  he  is  a  native 
of  ^Staffordshire,  England. 

Prom  their  report  it  appears  that  these  two  were  captured  while 
^leep  on  a  &rm  aboat  8  miles  from  <^  La  Palma,"  a  village  near  San 
%etauo,  on  the  northwest  coast  of  Cuba. 

1  am,  etc.|  Bamc»n  O.  Williams. 
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Mr.  Williama  to  Mr.  BochhilL 

No.  2996.]  IJnited  States  GoNSULATE-GENSRALy 

Rabanaj  May  23^  1896. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  dispatch,  No.  2988,  of  the  21st  instaut, 
relative  to  Charles  Barnet  and  William  Leavitt,  seamen  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  crew  of  the  American  schooner  Competitor  and  who  "were 
captured  on  land,  I  now  beg  to  inclose  the  copies  of  the  correspondence 
had  with  the  Oovernor-General  and  the  admiral  of  the  naval  station 
regarding  same. 

I  am,  eto.|  Bamon  O.  Williaus* 

[Indoanre  in  No.  2996.] 

Mr»  Williams  to  Qovemor-General  of  Cuba, 

Consuiatb-Genkral  of  the  Unitkd  States, 

Hahana,  May  IB^  1896. 

Excbllenct:  Being  informed  by  the  newspapers  of  this  afternoon  tiiat  two 
American  citizens,  named  Charles  Barnet  and  William  Leavitt,  who  are  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  expedition  of  the  American  schooner  Competitor,  have  been  captured 
on  land,  and  that  they  are  to  be  tried  by  the  marine  jarisdiotion,  I  have  to  apply 
to  your  excellency,  as  the  superior  representative  and  delegate  of  the  Govemment 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  to  ask  in  the  name  of  my  Qoyemment — 

First.  For  the  strict  observance  of  article  7  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  interpreted  by 
both  Governments  in  articles  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5  of  the  protocol  of  1877,  respecting 
American  citizens  aconsed  of  seditions  acts  in  Spanish  territory  against  the  Supreme 
Govemment  of  Spain;  and —  ■ 

Second.  That  if  the  sentence  should  be  that  of  death  its  execution  be  suspended 
to  give  time  to  communicate  by  telegraph  to  his  excellency  the  Minister  of  State  at 
Washington. 

I  am,  eto.,  Samon  O.  Wiluams. 

[Inolosnre  2  in  No.  S090.] 

Mr,  Williams  to  admiral  of  naval  siaHon. 

United  States  Consulatb-Gensral, 

ffahana.  May  It,  1896. 

Excellenot:  Having  read  in  the  papers  of  this  afternoon  that  two  American 
citizens  named  Charles  Barnet  and  William  Leavit,  who  are  supposed  to  belong  to 
the  expedition  of  the  American  schooner  Competitor ^  have  been  captured  on  land, 
and  that  it  is  intended  to  try  them  by  the  marine  jurisdiction,  I  have  to  ask  your 
excellency,  in  the  name  of  my  Govemment: 

First.  The  strict  observance  of  article  7  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  as  interpreted  by 
both  Governments  in  articles  1, 2, 3, 4,  and  6  of  the  protocol  of  1877,  concerning  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  in  the  Spanish  dominions  accused  of  acts  of  sedition  against 
the  supreme  Government  of  Spain ;  and 

Second.  That  if  the  sentence  pronounced  should  be  that  of  death  its  execution  be 
suspended  to  give  me  time  to  communicate  by  telegraph  with  his  excellency  the 
Minister  of  State  at  Washington. 

I  am,  eto.|  Ramon  O.  Williams. 


[Inolosure  3  in  No.  2900.1 
Jfr.  WUliams  to  Govemor-Oeneral  of  Cuba, 

United  States  Consuiate-General, 

ffahana,  May  IS,  1896, 

Ezcellbnct:  Having  been  informed  that  the  two  American  citizens  recently 
arrested,  to  whom  I  referred  in  the  communication  I  had  the  honor  to  address  yes- 
terday afternoon  to  your  excellency  as  belonging  to  the  expedition  of  the  Amerfcau 
•chooner  Competitor,  are  simply  sailors  belonging  to  the  crew  of  that  vesseli  I  have 
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19  bc^  year  ezedleDoy  that  if  thia  ia  the  tkct  to  pleaae  order  throngh  the  proper 
anthoiitiee  that  the  trial  of  theae  American  oitisens  be  oondaoted  with  adherence 
lo  ike  terma  of  the  exiattng  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  according  to 
which  otniy  thoee  captured  with  armi  in  hand  are  to  be  tried  by  ordinary  connoO  of 
wmr,  cireomatancea  which  can  hardly  concur  in  mere  lailors  of  a  merchant  yeseel 
of  the  United  States. 

I  haT^e  the  honor  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  testimony  of  my  most  disUn- 
^ished  eonsideration,  signifying  at  the  same  time  that  in  the  same  sense  I  hare 
iddreaaed  the  marine  autbori^. 

Ham OM  O.  Williams. 


(Xaelosore  4  in  Ho.  MM.] 

Mr.  WUliam  to  admiral  of  ike  Weti  /adiet  funal  $iaiion. 

Umitsd  States  Consulatk-Gbneral^ 

Hdbana,  May  IS,  1896, 

flxcKLUDfcr:  Having  been  informed  that  the  two  American  oitisens  recently 
srreatedy  to  whom  I  referred  in  the  communication  I  bad  the  honor  to  address  yester- 
day afternoon  to  your  excellency  aa  belonging  to  the  expedition  of  the  American 
•chooner.  Competitor,  are  simply  sailors  belonging  to  the  crew  of  that  yessel,  I  hare 
to  be^  your  excellency  that  if  this  is  the  fact  to  please  order  through  the  proper 
authorities  that  the  trial  of  these  American  citizens  be  conducted  with  adherence 
to  the  terma  of  the  existing  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  acoordJnff  to 
vbicb  only  those  captured  with  arms  in  hand  are  to  be  tried  by  ordinary  council  of 
WBT.  circumstances  which  can  hardly  concur  in  mere  sailors  of  a  merchant  vessel 
ef  the  United  States. 

I  Am,  eto.|  Ramon  O.  Williams. 


[InotMura  9  in  Ko.  2990.] 
JR  MarquM  de  Palmerola  to  Mr.  William$. 

OXNSRAL  GOVSRIIMSNT  OV  TH8  ISLAND  OP  CUBA, 

Office  of  the  SECRBTARTy        > 
Hdbana,  May  IS,  189$. 

8tB:  Bepl^ring  to  your  attentive  communications  of  yesterday  and  to-dav,  referring 
to  two  American  citizens  named  Charles  Barnet  and  William  Leavit,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  belong  to  the  ex^>edition  of  the  schooner  Competitor  and  which  you  nnder- 
fttand  have  been  made  pnsonerSy  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou,  by  order  of  the 
Ooremor-Generaly  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  Judgea  in  accordance  with 
the  treaties  existing  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  that  the  sentences  of 
death  are  not  executed  nnless  tney  arc  approved  by  the  Government  of  His  Majesty. 
I  ami  atCi 

£l  Mabquez  de  Palmerola. 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr,  Olney. 

Madrid,  June  16, 1896. 

Besnme  daties  today.  Beferring  to  your  cablegram,  received  Paris, 
please  indicate  what  yoa  woald  consider  jnst  decision  Competitor  case 
aa  basis  for  my  efforts. 

[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Oliiey  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

Dbpaktmbnt  op  Btatb, 
Washington,  June  30,  1896. 

Inquire  and  report  when  decision  appellate  tribunal  Competitor  case 
ia  expected. 
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Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  BocJchilL 

So.  60.]  United  States  Oonsulate-Genebal, 

Habana,  July  14y  1896m 

SiB:  I  herewith  transmit  copy  translation  of  a  commauication  re- 
ceived from  the  father  of  Alfredo  Laborde,  the  captain  of  the  schoonec 
Competitor^  and  signed  "The  families  of  the  Oompetitor*s  prisoners,^  in 
which  a  request  is  made  of  me  to  intercede  with  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  that  our  Government  may  ask  for  the  pardon  of  the 
Competitor'^ 8  prisoners.   • 

I  forward  the  same  for  such  action  as  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  shall  deem  best  to  take  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhuoh  Lesl 


HabakAi  July  IS,  189S. 


[Xnolosore  in  No.  50.] 

The  Coksul-Gxnbral  of  the  United  States, 

Habana: 

The  oonsnl-ffeneral  is  requested  to  interoede  with  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State,  that  he  m  turn  may  appeal  to  the  Spanish  Goyernment,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
pardon  of  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Competitor, 

Should  the  consul-general  decide  to  do  so  by  cable,  there  would  be  an  opi)ortunity 
by  said  pardon  to  solemnize  the  birthday  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Regent,  which 
is  celebrated  the  21st  of  this  month. 

It  is  unquestionable  that  the  Spanish  Goyemment  must  thank  the  United  States 
Goyemment  for  the  attitude  it  has  obseryed  duriuf^  this  ciyil  war,  always  favorable 
to  the  former,  notwithstanding  the  popular  manifestations  aeainst  it,  which  haa 
been  expressed  by  all  the  organs  of  public  opinion  in  the  United  States. 

Therefore,  if  in  the  strict  ground  of  law  there  are  no  terms  wherein  to  request 
what  is  hereby  petitioned  of  the  consul-general,  yet  on  the  ground  of  grace  and 
mercy  there  is  room  enough  without  counting  also  that  every  occasion  la  fit  to  per- 
form a  good  action. 

The  high  illustration  and  intelligence  of  the  consul-general  will  add  to  thia  peti- 
tion such  other  considerations  as  may  give  it  more  strength  and  greater  probabilitiea 
of  a  favorable  result. 

The  Families  of  the  Competitor's  PiUBOKBBai 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Rockhill, 

No.  79.]  United  States  GonsulateOenebai^ 

Habana,  August  11^  1896. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  an  unofficial  letter  received  from  Mr.  Bock- 
hill,  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  a  citizen  of  Key  West,  Fla., 
respecting  the  food  famished  to  the  American  prisoners  of  the  Compet- 
itor ander  confinement  in  the  fortresses  and  jail  of  this  city,  I  have  to 
inform  the  Department  that  on  the  5th  instant  I  again  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Governor  and  Gaptain-GeneraJ  to  the  sabject,  and  have 
received  his  reply,  of  which  I  accompany  herewith  a  copy  translation' 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fitzhttoh  Lee, 

Consul- OmeraL 

[TnuulatloB.] 

Gbksral  Government  of  the  Isulkd  of  Cuba, 

ffabana,  Augmt  7,  J89S, 

.,  ®'*v.53**^\*^*  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  courteous  communica' 
(ion  of  the  5th  instant,  in  whioh.  in  oompUanoe  with  a  special  inatruotion  of  yonr 
Qovernment,  you  request  that  a  change  be  made  in  the  food  furnished  to  the  Ameacan 
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smpriaoncd  in  the  fortrenes  and  Jail  of  this  capital;  or  otherwise,  to  he 
i&foraMd  if  there  is  any  ohjection  to  anthorize  sahscriptious  in  the  United  States 
tor  the  pivpoAe  of  parch asiug,  ivith  the  proceeds  thereof,  food  for  the  prisoners 
Inferred  to,  in  order  that  they  may  he  supplied  with  thc^same  after  4  o'oIook  in  the 
sftenioon  and  12  noon,  the  only  hours  in  which  the  meals  are  served  in  those 
totabliahmeot*. 

With  respect  to  the  first  part  of  your  said  official  letter,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
this  goremment  to  make  known  that  the  fo<»d  supplied  to  the  prisoners  of  all  kinds 
u  the  for trfssen  and  Jail  of  this  city,  besides  being  healthy,  of  superior  qualitv,  and 
wtH  seasoned,  la  provided  in  abundauce  and  in  a  varied  form,  the  same  for  all 
FAMjoers,  withoat  distinction  of  race  or  nationality. 

That  the  good  condition  of  snch  fooil  is  evidently  Justified  in  the  fact,  very  notice- 
il*U,  thai,  notwithstanding  there  are  other  prisoners,  national  as  well  as  foreigners 
*(  other  nations  besides  that  of  which  yon  are  a  most  worthy  representative  in  this 
iilsod,  none  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  the  Amerioan  citizens,  complain  of  the 
qittlity  or  qn»nttty  of  food. 

The  honra  daring  which  this  \m  distributed  are  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  regnlations  which  are  indispensable  to  the  discipline  and  interior  order  of  this 
bsd  of  eatabllahment,  such  hours  being  fixed  after  a  complete  preliminary  Htudy 
«f  the  elimatological  exigencies  and  customs  of  the  conntry,  it  not  being  possible  to 
axike  any  apeeiaJ  distinction  in  favor  of  a  certain  class  of  prisoners;  having  further 
to  add  that,  besides  the  daily  food,  or  properly  speaking  meals,  supplied  in  the  pris- 
ons referred  to,  they  are  provided  daily  with  coooe,  resulting  there uy  that  there  is 
notiach  »  Ions  interval  as  you  have  been  erroneously  informed  between  the  time 
during  which  t£e  prisoners  receive  food;  and  that,  notwithstanding  their  condition 
of  prisoners,  they  are  supported  in  the  same  manner  and  hours  the  generality  of 
t&<>  iobabit*nts  of  this  capital,  in  accordance  with  the  customs  of  the  countnr. 

these  considerations,  aerived  from  real  and  positive  facts,  will,  undoubtedly, 
trog  to  your  opright  and  impartial  attention  the  conviction  that  these  complaints 
iDJide  to  yon  snd  to  the  respectable  Government  which  yon  represent  are  unfounded. 
«od  will  persnade  yon  that  it  is  not  prudent  nor  possible  that  this  Goverunient 
iboold  eon  form  itself  to  the  proceeding  referred  to  in  the  consultation  contained  in 
the  second  part  of  yonr  respectable  conimunioation ;  to  which  is  opposed,  besides  the 
mHoos  oonsiderations  of  prestige  and  national  dig^nity,  foundations  of  strict  Justice, 
<^oiiDected  with  the  interior  order  of  pi*nal  establishments,  that  in  no  case,  nor  in 
KDj  country,  can  there  be  allowed  privileges  or  concessions  in  favor  of  certain  classes, 
vhieh  is  always  irritating  and  ttie  cause  of  oonflicts  which  the  international  har- 
oMwy  and  mutual  IViendly  relations  between  the  Government  of  Spain  and  that 
<tf  the  Repablic  which  yon  represent  with  so  much  prestige,  should  advise  their 
AToidance. 

God  guard  yon  many  years.  WsYUtB. 

The  COM8UI#-QmKBAL  OF  Tus  Uhitbd  Statss. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  BoekhilL 


Jo.  90.] 


United  States  Consulate-Gbnebal, 

Habandj  August  19j  1896. 

Sib:  With  reference  to  my  dispatch,  No.  79,  of  the  11th  instant,  in 
which  I  communicated  to  the  Department  the  answer  of  the  Governor- 
General  to  the  inquiry  if  funds  subscribed  in  the  United  States  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  American  prisoners  of  the  Competitor^  in 
t'onfinemeot  at  the  CabaQa  fortress,  might  be  forwarded  them  to  provide 
them  better  food  and  accommodations,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  translation  of  another  communication  from  General  Weyler, 
to  the  effect  that  the  governor  of  the  fort  has  been  asked  to  report  on 
the  condition  of  said  prisoners;  and  with  respect  to  their  food,  which  is 
the  same  as  that  supplied  to  all  prisoners  by  the  municipal  authorities, 
they  might  obtain  it  at  their  own  expense  and  of  better  quality. 

I  therefore  infer  from  said  communication  that  the  friends  of  the 
pnnoners  will  be  allowed  to  transmit  them  funds,  either  through  this 
ofiiee,  to  be  delivered  to  tkem  direct,  or  to  purchase  food  to  be  sent  them. 
I  am,  etc^ 

FiTZHuaH  Lee. 

19 
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[Inolosnie  in  Ko.  90.— Translation.] 
Captain-Oeneral  Weyler  to  Mr,  Lee, 

Captaxkcy-Obkbral  of  thb  Island  of  Ovba, 

Habana,  AuguU  14,  2S96, 

8nt :  In  answer  to  yonr  courteous  official  letter  of  the  10th  ultiojo,  relatiye  to  the 
American  prisoners  of  the  Competitor  imprisoned  at  the  Cahafia  fortress,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  the  general-governor  of  said  fortress  has  heen  asked  to  report 
whether  if  it  is  possible  to  better  the  condition  of  said  prisoners ;  and  in  re^id  to 
the  food  supplied  to  them  I  have  to  sav,  that  it  is  the  same  given  to  all  prisoners 
supplied  by  the  municipality,  but  as  it  is  not  obligatory  on  the  prisoners  to  t.ike  it, 
they  can  try  to  acquire  it  in  better  condition. 
Ood  guard  you  many  years. 

Valbriaico  Wstlbb. 


[TdegruB.] 

Mr,  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

WAsmNaxoNy  September  3^  1896. 
Delay  of  Spanish  Oovernmeut  in  deciding  Competitor  and  Delgado 
cases  absolutely  unreasonable.  Gall  for  prompt  action  and  reasons  jos- 
tiering  past  delay  or  additional  delay,  if  such  is  asked  for. 


[Talegram.] 

Mr,  Taylor  to  Mr,  Olney. 

SPAiNf  September  4^  1896, 

Understood  here  Competitor  case  already  decided  annolling  jadgment 
and  ordering  new  trial  before  ordinary  tribonaL  Decision  ejected 
shortly. 


[Tdegraia.] 

Mr,  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney. 

San  Sebastian,  Septemher  9, 189t, 

Minister  of  foreign  affairs  told  me  last  night  confidentiaUy  Competitof 
case  actually  decided  as  indicated  in  my  last  telegram.  Will  be  made 
public  soon.    Oortes  adjourned  yesterday. 


Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  BooJchitt. 

No.  118.]  United  States  Oonsulatb-Obhxbax^ 

Hahana^  September  9, 1B96. 
Sib:  I  transmit  herewith  copy  translation  of  a  note  from  Oaptain* 
General  Weyler  relative  to  the  quarters  in  the  Oabafila  fortress  oooapied 
by  the  Competitor  prisoners. 

I  am,  etc,  Fitzhuqh  Lbl 
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[iMioran  la  Ko.  Hi.) 
C^Utk^Ommml  F(il«Ha««  Weyler  fo  Mr,  Lm. 

Army  or  thx  Isu^kd  op  Cuba, 

OWICB  or  THX  CAPTAIK-GKlfKRAL,  CHIEF  OF  STAFF, 

Habanat  September  5,  2896, 

8n:  Id  aoiitiiiiuitioii  of  my  offioial  note  of  the  14th  Angiut  lut,  I  have  the  honor 
to  ttete  thAt,  aa  I  am  informed  by  the  general  goTemor  of  the  Cabafla  fortrese,  the 
Imerieaa  eitixene  that  belonged  to  the  tohooner  dnnpetit&r  occupy  the  casemates 
icalaboxos)  Noe.  41  and  42  of  said  fortreaB,  which  are  tne  ones  that  are  beet  oondU 
tUmed  among  those  in  the  fort. 
God  gokid  you  many  yean. 

Vauhtano  Wbtlbb. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhiXL 
5q.  190.]  United  States  Gonsulate-Oenebal, 

Habo/naj  October  21^  1896. 

Sfb:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  two  letters  I 
have  received  from  Ona  Melton,  one  of  the  prisoners  of  the  Competitor, 
I  have  replied  by  quoting  for  his  information,  and  for  the  information 
of  the  officers  taking  the  preliminary  depositions  at  La  Oabaiia,  articles 
171  and  172  of  the  regulations  prescribed  for  the  use  of  the  consular 
service  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  held  there  "that  the  circumstance  that  the  vessel  is  American 
is  evlilence  that  the  seamen  on  board  are  such,  and  that  in  every  regu- 
larly documented  merchant  vessel  the  crew  will  find  their  protection  in 
the  flag  that  covers  it.'' 

I  am,  etOpy  Fitzhugh  Lee. 

(ledMiiTe  1  in  Ke.  190.] 

Jfn  Ona  Meltom  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Fort  CabaI^as,  Calaboza  41, 

Hahana,  Oetoher  18, 1896. 

DSAB  8ib:  Tettndayl  wm  taken  to  the  '^cnarto  de  handeru''  (guardroom)  to 
BkAke  a  preliminary  depoeitioD^  preparatory  for  a  ^'consejo  de  guerra  ordinario'' 
(ordinary  eonrt  martial)  to  ^' ver  y  faller''  (try)  the  oaee  against  the  men  of  the  Con^ 
petitor,  charged  with  the  crimes  of  ''ptrateria  y  rebelion"  (piracy  and  rebellion). 

I  had  faar£y  expected  that  wo  were  to  be  tried  again  under  the  accusation  of  piracy 
ftnd  rebellion.  From  an  American  standpoint  the  charge  of  piracy  seems  absurd,  but 
sccordiog  to  the  interpretation  that  was  placed  on  certain  parts  of  the  **  dictionario 
de  Puerto  Bico  y  Cuba^'  (code  of  criminal  procedure  existing  in  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico) 
at  our  recent  trial  by  a  ''consejo  de  guerra  sumarisimo''  (summary  court-martial)  we 
mJKht  come  under  the  classification  of  pirates. 

in  my  declaration  they  insisted  on  my  stating  that  I  would  furnish  proof  of  my 
American  citizenship.  They  seemed  to  doubt  my  citizenship  because  I  talked 
Spenieh  somewhat  fluently.  They  then  wanted  to  know  what  kind  of  proof  I  could 
famish.  I  had  never  thought  of  mv  citizenship  being  brought  into  qnestioui  and  I 
was  somewhat  perplexed.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  know,  but  that  I  would  ask  your 
adrice. 

I  do  not  know  what  I  ought  to  do.  They  said  I  ought  to  have  a  certificate  of  my 
birth  or  baptism.  Such  a  request  seems  to  be  absurd.  It  would  require  months  of 
time  to  get  either,  if,  which  is  very  unlikely,  either  is  still  in  existence. 

I  was  bom  at  Vinland,  Kans.  In  fact,  I  do  not  know  if  births  are  registered  in 
Kansas,  although  I  suppose  they  are. 

I  regiatered  and  voted  in  the  Arkansas  State  election  two  years  ago  at  my  home 
to  Anror»,  Ark.  If  it  is  positively  necessary,  I  can  write  to  my  father  and  get  a 
deposition  made  to  show  my  citizeoAhip,  but  it  will  require,  at  the  very  least  time 
possible,  twentv  days,  and  perhaps  tliirty,  to  write  and  receive  returns. 

I  waa  also  asked  concerning  my  papers  as  a  correspondont  of  the  Times-Union  of 
Jaeksonvillc,  Fla.  At  the  other  trial  my  credentials  were  taken  from  me  and  never 
rtiamad,  and  apparently  have  been  made  away  with.    Qildea  read  them,  and  I  think 
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Laborde  also.    If  necessary,  William  L.  Delaney,  of  Key  West,  Fla.^  can  prodnw 
evidenoe  oonceming  my  credentials. 

The  naval  officer  who  took  the  deposition  seemed  very  badly  informed.  He  aakeA : 
''Do  yon  see  Consnl-General  Lee  every  day  f "  "Certainly  not,''  said  I.  Ha  seemed 
surprised,  and  said :  "  How  often  do  yon  see  himf '' 

I  do  not  think  that  the  depositions  of  any  of  the  Competitor  men  were  taken,  except 
of  Captain  Laborde  and  I.    I  shall  await  your  advice. 

lours,  most  respeotfnllyi  Ona  BfxLTOX. 

[iDoloanre  2  in  No.  100.) 

Mr.  Ona  Melton  to  Mr.  Lee, 

FoBT  CabaRa,  Calaboeo  (Cell)  41, 

October  £0, 1S96. 

Dbab  Sir:  I  have  not  yet  received  an  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  bat 
write  this  to  inform  you  of  the  further  proceedings  in  our  case. 

Yesterday  I  was  again  taken  to  tlie  **  cuarto  de  banderas"  to  make  declaration.  I 
was  again  asked  what  proofs  I  could  produce  to  show  that  I  was  an  American  citisen. 
I  replied  that  I  did  not  know  what  would  be  considered  as  sufficient  proof,  but  I 
explained,  as  I  explained  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  18th  Instant,  that  to  constituta 
positive  proof  it  would  probably  be  uecessary  to  have  a  deposition  made  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  at  my  home,  but  that  I  considered  that  after  the  other  "consejo 
de  guerra''  the  United  States  Government  and  the  Spanish  Government  and  courts 
of  Madrid  had  accepted  me  as  an  American  citizen :  that  it  was  now  late  to  raise 
such  a  question.  Then  the  ''juez  instructor"  asked  if  you  would  vouch  for  my 
citizenship.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  know.  Then  he  asked  me  if  Consul  Leo  knew 
me.  Again  I  hardly  knew  what  to  answer,  and  replied  that  I  did  not  know  tiiat  you 
had  seen  me  one  time. 

He  then  asked  if  you  had  any  documents  showing  that  I  was  an  American  citizen. 
At  first  I  replied  **  No,"  but  on  second  thought  I  said  that  yon  perhaps  had  doca- 
nients  from  Secretary  Olney  recognizing  me  as  an  American  citizen.  n»  asked  if  I 
had  any  protest  to  make,  and  I  replied  that  I  protested  against  bein^  tried  witboat 
being  given  an  opportunity  to  consult  with  my  consul,  and  that  I  did  not  eonaider 
that  a  trial  hold  inside  of  Fort  Cabafia  would  be  legal,  because  no  repieaeutative  of 
the  United  States  consulate  was  allowed  inside  of  the  fort,  and  that  such  representa- 
tive ought  to  be  present  at  the  trial.  I  said  that  I  protested  against  being  tried  by 
consejo  de  guerra  ordinario  (ordinary  court-martial),  because  aooording  to  the 
treaties  with  the  United  States  an  American  citizen  should  be  tried  in  lAe  civil 
courts.  My  protest  was  entered,  and  the  Judge  instructor  annoonced  that  these 
claims  would  be  investigated.  As  I  passed  Captain  Laborde's  cell  he  called  out. 
''I  protested,"  so  I  suppose  that  he  entered  a  protest  similar  to  mine.  It  was  stated 
that  the  depositions  of  the  other  Competitor  prisoners  would  be  taken  to-day.  It  is 
said  that  if  we  are  tried  by  the  civil  court  we  will  have  to  wait  at  least  aightees 
months  for  our  return  on  the  docket.  I  shall  anxiously  await  yoor  instractioDs. 
Yoursj  respeotf ullyi 

Ova  Mkltoii. 


JIf r.  BocJchill  to  Mr,  Lee, 

No.  162.]  Washington,  October  28j  t896. 

Sib:  The  Department  has  received  your  dispatch  No.  190  of  the  2l8t 
instant,  relative  to  the  case  of  Ona  Melton,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  cap- 
tured schooner  Oompetitor. 

As  of  possible  use  to  the  prisoner  in  establishing  his  character  of 
newspaper  correspondent  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Cuban  courts,  I 
inclose  a  certified  copy  of  two  affidavits  relative  to  Melton's  appoin^ 
ment  as  correspondent  of  The  Florida  Times-Union,  of  Jackson ville. 

I  also  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  the  subject 
from  the  general  manager  of  the  Times- Union.  Copies  of  these  pain^rs 
were  sent  on  August  5  last  to  our  minister  at  Madrid  for  buch  use  a^ 
he  might  be  able  to  make  of  them  in  the  interest  of  Melton. 

These  are  the  only  documents  which  the  Department  has  received 
bearing  on  the  matter.  It  is  presumed  that  Melton  has  an  attorney 
looking  after  his  case,  but  you  will  of  course  assist  him  as  lisur  as  yoa 
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can  to  establish  his  claim  of  American  citizenftliip,  which,  it  soems  from 
bis  note  to  yon,  inclosed  in  yonr  dtRpateh  under  acknowledpfment,  he 
has  so  far  experienced  some  difflcalty  in  doing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Spanish  anthorities. 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Emmie  Laborde,  wife  of 
Alfredo  Laborde,  master  of  the  schooner  CompeiitoTy  this  being  the 
9nly  information  which  the  Department  has  bearing  on  his  citizenship. 
I  ani^etc^ 

W.  W.  BOCKHILL. 


Jfr.  Bpringet'  to  Mr.  RockhilL 
So.  211.]  United  States  ('onsulate  General, 

JIabaiiaj  November  12^  1896» 

Sib:  I  have  been  informed  by  the  sister  of  Laborde,  one  of  the  Com- 
petitor  prisoners,  that  he  was  yesterday  afternoon,  at  the  time  of  her 
weekly  visit  to  him,  seized  with  cerebral  congestion  and  removed  to 
the  old  military  hospital  of  this  city. 

Charles  LeavitL  another  of  the  prisoners,  was  removed  several  days 
ago  to  the  same  nospital,  snpposed  to  be  ill  with  yellow  fever,  but  it 
seems  to  be  a  sort  of  prison  fever,  induced  by  confinement  and 
inanffieient  food. 

Ona  Melton,  it  is  stated,  is  greatly  reduced  for  the  same  reasons. 
I  am,  etC| 

J.  A.  SPBINaEB. 


Jfr.  Springer  to  Mr,  RocJchilh 
5ro.212.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Habanay  November  14^  1696. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruc- 
tion No.  152,  of  28th  ultimo,  covering  certified  copies  of  affidavits  rela- 
tive to  the  appointment  of  Ona  Melton,  one  of  the  Competitor  prisoners, 
as  correspondent  of  the  Florida  Times-Union,  of  Jacksonville. 

These  documents,  after  having  been  translated  and  a  certificate  of 
same  affixed,  I  transmitted  on  the  Uth  instant  to  the  Governor  and 
Captain-General,  with  the  request  that  they  be  forwarded  to  the  court 
havin|ir  cognizance  of  Melton's  case,  as  they  bad  been  furnished  by  the 
Department  of  State,  to  be  of  use  to  him  to  establish  before  the  court 
his  character  of  a  newspaper  corrcHpondent. 

I  have  received  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment that  the  documents  were  transmitted  the  same  day  to  the  com- 
mandant general  of  marine,  admiral  con)manding  this  naval  stiition, 
being  the  authority  having  cognizance  of  the  case  of  the  seizure  of  the 
schooner  Competitor. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  A.  Springeb. 


Mr.  Springer  to  Mr.  Roclehill. 

No.  220.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Habana^  November  18, 1896. 

Sib:  With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  Competitor  prisoners,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  morning  from  Ona 
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Melton  respecting  the  continuation  of  the  trial  of  himself  andthe  other 
prisoners  and  the  information  given  him  by  the  judge  that  the  case 
would  be  settled  very  soon. 

I  am,  etc.|  Joseph  A.  Spbingeb. 


fTnclorare  hi  No.  220.] 
Jfr.  Ona  Melton  to  Mr.  Springer. 

Fort  Cabana,  Cell  41,  November  16, 1896. 

Dear  Sir:  The  trlftl  of  the  Competitor  prisoners  by  ordiDary  Daval  court-martial 
in  the  ''ciiurto  de  bandera"  in  Fort  Cabana  was  continued  yesterday  before  tbe  Na- 
yal  Judge  Instructor  Fernandez  Lopez  Sanl  and  the  fuU  oepositions  of  Dr.  Vedia, 
Jorge  Ferran,  Teodoro  Maza,  and  myself  were  taken.  As  far  as  I  know,  nothing 
new  or  different  was  developed  by  these  depositions  from  those  made  in  the  previoos 
oonrt-martial  of  May. 

The  "juez  instructor"  told  me  personally  that  the  case  would  be  settled  very  soon. 

I  take  the  first  opportunity  to  inform  you  of  this,  as  I  was  requested  to  write  to 
the  consulate  whenever  anything  new  occurred,  to  keep  the  consulate  informed. 
This  was  before  General  Lee  left. 

I  protested  against  the  method  of  procedure  when  the  trial  began  a  few  weeks 
ago,  but  really  I  suppose  it  makes  but  little  difference  about  the  method  of  tri^I,  as 
I  fancy  that  the  Spaniards  have  decided  beforehand  what  they  intend  doing  with 
nsy  and  the  trial  will  be  a  meie  form. 

I  am,  eio.,  OtUL  Mmltoh. 


Mr»  RocJchill  to  Mr.  Springer. 

No.  166.]  Washington,  Ifovember  19j  1896. 

SiB:  I  inclose  for  your  information  and  such  action  as  the  exigency 
of  the  case  demands,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Emmie  Laborde, 
transmitting  a  communication  from  Alfred  Laborde,  master  of  the 
Competitor^  relative  to  a  new  trial  of  the  men  of  the  Oompetitor. 
I  ami  eto^ 

W.  W.  BoGKHHiU 


Mr.  Springer  to  Mr.  Rockhilh 

No.  223.]  United  States  Oonsulate-Genettai., 

Habanaj  November  20^  1896. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  14th 
instant  I  received  from  Mrs.  Emma  Laborde,  of  Key  West,  a  copy, 
certified  by  the  collector  of  customs  of  that  port,  of  the  oath  and 
appointment  of  her  husband  as  master  of  the  American  schooner 
Compttiior. 

I  returned  this  certificate  to  the  collector,  with  the  request  that  he 
procure  the  authentication  of  his  signature  by  the  Spanish  consul 
believing  that  the  document  would  be  more  valid  before  the  court 
here,  and  also  forestall  any  objection  that  might  be  offered  for  the  want 
of  such  formality. 

The  certificate  has  been  returned  duly  indorsed,  and  I  have  trans- 
mitted  it  to  the  Governor-General,  with  the  request  that  it  be  forwarded 
to  the  court  having  cognizance  of  Mr.  Laborde's  case. 

In  her  letter,  Mrs.  Laborde  states  that  she  had  been  informed  by  the 
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eoDector  that  the  Spanish  oonsal  had  also  obtained  a  oertiflcate  regard- 
ing her  husband,  and  the  port  he  had  cleared  for,  Miami. 
lan^etOiy 

Joseph  A.  Spsinqxb. 


Mr.  Bpringer  to  Mr.  RoekhOL 

Ko.  228L]  TTnitbd  Statbs  Gonsulats-Oenbbal, 

Habanaj  November  23j  1896. 

SiB:  Referring  to  dispatch  No.  223,  of  the  19th  instant,  I  have  to 
inlbnn  the  Department  that  the  copy  of  the  oath  and  appointment  of 
Alfred  Laborde  aa  master  of  the  schooner  Oompetitorj  transmitted  by 
this  office  to  the  General  Oovemment,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  com- 
mandant-general of  marine,  the  admiral  commanding  this  nayal  station, 
which  authority  has  cognizance  of  the  case  of  the  capture  of  the  said 
yesseL 

I  am,  etei  Joseph  A.  SPBiNaBB, 

P.  8. — ^Mr.  Laborde  sent  me  a  message,  that  he  had  been  well  treated 
while  recently  in  the  hospital  (as  reported  in  No.  211,  November  12),  and 
had  been  retomed  to  the  '^OabaQa  ^  at  his  own  reauesti 

J.A.& 


Mr.  Banger  to  Mr.  RoeikML 

Habana,  Ifovember  26^  1896. 

Am  informed  that  the  declarations  of  (Jompetitor  prisoners  are  being 
taken  again  by  ordinary  marine  court-martial.  Gonfrontation  of  the 
master  of  the  Competitor  with  witnesses  day  before  yesterday  lasting 
ftye  hours.  Shall  I  enter  a  protest  even  against  preliminary  proceed- 
ings b^  the  naval  authorities  or  the  military  authorities  1 


Mr.  Springer  to  Mr..RockhilL 

H6.234i]  United  States  Gonsulate-Oenebal, 

Habanaj  November  26^  1896. 

Bnt:  I  have  the  honor  to  confirm  the  following  telegram,  transmitted 
this  morning.^ 

I  understand  that  these  preliminary  proceedings  are  intended  as 
investigatory,  the  case  being  in  <<sumario"  (the  nearest  equivalent  of 
which  is  taking  declarations  for  a  grand-jury  indictment).  But  in  the 
case  of  Sanguily,  the  United  States  declined  to  recognize  the  validity 
of  the  military  jurisdiction  in  preliminary  or  at  any  stage  of  the 
proceedings. 

I  am,  eto.^  Joseph  A.  Spbinoeb. 

*S6e  telegram  of  Noyember  26;  1888. 
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Jfr.  Springer  to  Mr.  RocJchiU. 

Fo.246.]  United  States  Oonsulate-Genebal, 

Habanaj  December  3j  1896. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  bonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cablegram, 

reading: 

Washihotoh,  D.  C,  Kwember  98, 

I  do  not  believe  that  protest  at  this  preliminary  etage  of  proceedings  ag^ainst 
"  Competitor^*  prisoners  can  be  of  any  avail.  Obtain  conolnsions  of  preliminary 
tnqnest  as  soon  as  they  are  reached  and  cable  Department.  Watch  aU  proceedings 
earefally. 

BOOKHIIJ.. 

With  respect  to  the  prisoners,  after  the  nsnal  formalities  a  clerk  from 
this  office  was  allowed  to  visit  them  yesterday  morning.  He  reports 
that  Laborde  returned  from  the  hospital  on  November  26.  All  the 
prisoners  had  again  made  declarations  before  the  military  jndge  of 
instruction,  Laborde  having  declared  four  times  and  Melton  three 
times.  Nothing  is  yet  known  respecting  the  conclusions  of  the  pre 
liminary  examination.  Their  treatment  and  food  continue  the  same. 
I  anil  etCi 

Joseph  A.  Bpsinobb. 


Mr.  Springer  to  Mr.  RoelchilL 

No.  261.]  United  States  Gonsulate-Genebal, 

Hdbanaj  December  5^  1896. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  1  received  from 
Mr.  William  L.  Delaney,  of  Key  West,  an  affidavit,  made  at  Aurora, 
Ark.,  respecting  the  American  citizenship  of  D.  W.  Melton,  and  birth 
of  Ona  Melton,  one  of  the  Competitor  prisoners,  which  I  sent  to  the 
Governor-General  to  be  transmitted  to  the  court  having  cognizance  of 
the  case  of  said  Competitor  prisoners. 

I  am,  etc.,  Joseph  A.  Spbingsb. 

Mr.  Springer  to  Mr.  RockhiU. 
No.  260.J  United  States  Oonsulate-Genebai,, 

Habanaj  December  15, 1896. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  received 
from  Alfred  Laborde,  one  of  the  Competitor  prisoners,  respecting  certain 
phases  of  his  examination  by  the  authorities  in  the  prosecutiou  of  the 
case  against  him. 


I  am,  etCy 


Joseph  A.  Spbingbb. 


(Inolosnre  in  No.  200.] 
Mr,  Laborde  to  Mr.  Spiinger, 

Fort  CabaI9a,  December  lU  1S96. 

Sir  :  I  bez  to  inform  yon  that  yesterday  aftomoon  I  was  ordered  by  the  actual 
military  j  udge  of  the  prosecution  of  the  Competitor's  crew  to  dress  a  military's  suit,  with 
the  purpose  of  beins  recognized  by  some  one.  Of  course  I  formally  protested  of 
Buch  act  and  refusea  to  be  disguised  that  way.  He  answered  imraeoiately  that  he 
was  going  to  compel  me  by  force,  and  fearing  to  become  the  victim  of  his  bmtalityt 
I  obeyed.  As  he  did  not  allow  my  protest  to  be  considered,  I  hurry  to  let  yoa  know 
this,  and  afford  a  proof  in  the  way  Justice  is  dealt  with  me. 
I  am,  sir,  yoar  humble  servant, 

Alfred  Labords,  MaeUr, 


51rH  ConGBSss, )  BENATB.  (  Doouxbut 

MSesswn.       ]  \     No.  146. 


PERSONS  CLAIMING  AMERICAN  CITIZENSHIP  CAPTURED 

ON  THE  COMPETITOR. 


MESSAGE 

VROM  THB 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

TRANSmmNOi 

or  RBSPOirSB  to  RSCIOLXTTION  of  THB  SBlf  ATE  OF  FBBRUART  6. 
1897,  A  RBPORT  FROM  THB  8BCRBTART  OF  BTATB  Uf  RBOARD 
TO  THB  PERaOKB  CLAntflNa  ABCBRICAN  CZTZZBH8HIP  CAP- 
TORBD  ON  BOARD  OF  THB  COMPBTZTOR. 


rxBBUABT  23y  1897. — ^Referred  to  the  Committoe  on  Foreign  Relations  and  ordered 

to  bo  printe<l. 


To  the  Senate: 

I  transmit  herewith,  In  response  to  the  resolntion  of  the  Senate  of 
February  6, 1897,  a  report  f^oni  the  Secretary  of  State  in  regard  to 
the  persons  claiming  American  citizenship  captured  on  board  of  the 
Competitor. 

GbOYEB  CLET£LAin>. 

ExBCUTiYE  Mansion, 

Washington^  February  23  j  1897. 


ThePBBSiDElVT: 

Referring  to  the  resolntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  instant  of  the 
tenor  and  terms  following: 

Se9olv€df  That  the  Senate,  beins  informed  by  common  nimor  and  by  testimony  taken 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreijrn  Relations,  that  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  called  the 
Competitor  baa  been  oaptnred  by  a  Spanish  ship  of  war,  and  that  one  or  more  citizens 
of  the  United  States  were  captnred  on  board  said  vessel  and  have  been  tried  and 
condemned  to  deathby  a  military  tribunal  in  Cnba.and  are  now  in  prison  at  Habana 
awaiting  the  execution  of  the  sentences;  and  the  Senate  having  instructed  said  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  and  make  report  respecting  the  rights  of  said  citizens  under 
tiift  treaties  existing  between  the  United  Htates  and  Spain  and  nudor  the  laws  of 
nations,  the  Presitleut  is  requested,  in  conformity  with  section  two  thousand  and  one 
of  the  B;<9vised  Statutes,  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  auy  such  capture  has  been 
made  by  a  Spanish  war  ship,  and  whether  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  been 
eaptared  on  or  near  snob  vessel,  and  "has  been  unjustly  deprived  of  his  liberty  by 
or  nnder  the  anthority  of  the  Governmeut  of  Spain,  and  whether  the  President 
forthwith  demanded  of  Spnin  the  reason  of  such  inipriHonment,  and,  if  such  impris- 
oomeni  ia  anlawful,  and  if  such  sen  to  i  ice  to  death  violates  the  laws  of  nations  or 
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the  treaties  with  Spftln,  whetbor  the  Pxeeident  hie  demanded  the  xeleaee  of  svoh 
oitizens. 

And  that  the  President  commnnicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  facts  and  proeeedinga 
relative  to  saoh  captnre,  sentence  and  imprisonment  of  snoh  citizens  as  soon  as  prao- 
ticable,  in  accordance  with  the  statute  in  snoh  cases  made  and  proTided,  as  followa: 

"Sec.  2000.  All  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  while  in  foreign  coan- 
tries  are  entitled  to  and  shall  receive  from  the  Government  the  same  protection  of 
persons  and  property  which  is  accorded  to  native-bom  citizens. 

"  Skc.  2001.  Whenever  it  is  made  known  to  the  President  that  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  has  been  onjnstlj  deprived  of  his  liberty  by  or  nnder  the  authority  of 
any  foreign  Government  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  the  President  forthwith  to  demand  of 
that  Government  the  reasons  of  such  imprisonment;  and  if  it  appears  to  be  wrong- 
ful and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  American  citizenship,  the  President  shall 
forthwith  demand  the  release  of  snch  citizen,  and  if  the  release  so  demanded  Is 
unreasonably  delayed  or  refused  the  President  shall  use  such  means,  not  amonnt- 
ing  to  acts  of  war,  as  he  may  think  necessary  and  proper  to  obtain  or  effectuate 
the  release;  and  all  the  facts  and  proceedings  relative  thereto  shall,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  be  communicated  by  the  President  to  Congress.'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  practically  all  the  information  called 
for  by  the  resolution  has  been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  was  by 
the  President  transmitted  to  the  Senate  January  22,  1897,  as  wiU 
appear  by  reference  to  Senate  Document  No.  79,  Fifty-fourth  Congress, 
second  session,  and  that  since  that  date  nothing  has  taken  place  of 
consequence  either  in  the  way  of  information  received  or  correspondence 
exchanged. 

Respectfully, 

BiGHABB  OliNBT. 

Dbpabtment  op  State, 

February  20^  1897, 


55th  GOKOBX8S,  >  SENATB.  ( RSPOBT 

Ui  SetMian.      i  I  No.  377. 


ALFREDO  LABORDB  AND  OTHBRa 


July  14, 1897.— Onlered  to  be  priotecL 


Mr.  Dayis,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT. 

[To  MOOBiMmy  S.  R.  62.] 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
reisolntion  No.  149,  presented  by  Mr.  Berry,  snbmit  the  following  report: 

On  the  25th  day  of  April,  1896,  the  schooner  Competitor^  a  regularly 
documented  American  vessel,  was  captured  by  a  Spanish  gunboat  at  a 
place  alleged  to  be  within  the  territorial  waters  of  Spain,  a  few  miles 
west  of  Habana.  The  following  persons,  being  then  on  board  of  her, 
were  taken  prisoners,  viz,  Alfredo  Laborde,  Ona  Melton,  and  William 
Gildea.  Lahorde  claims  to  be  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  La.  He  was 
the  regularly  licensed  master  of  the  vessel,  and  to  be  such  must  have 
been  a  citizeu  of  the  United  Statea  William  Gildea  acted  as  mate,  but 
was  bom  in  Liverpool,  England.  Ona  Melton  was  born  at  Yiuland,  in 
the  State  of  Kansas,  and  he  voted  at  Aurora,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
in  1894. 

The  circumstances  preceding  and  attending  the  capture  of  the  vessel 
and  these  men  are  stated  in  the  affidavit  of  Laborde,  Melton,  and  Oil- 
dea,  made  May  8, 189(1,  to  be  as  follows: 

The  vessel  belonged  to  Mr.  Joseph  Well,  of  Key  West,  and  had  a 
regular  license.  Laborde  cleared  her  at  the  Key  West  customhouse, 
with  4  others  besides  himself  as  crew,  5  in  all,  and  took  on  board  24 
men  as  passengers  for  Lemon  City,  Fla.,  at  $2  each.  When  in  the  neigh* 
borhood  of  Cape  Sable,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1896,  tbese  passengers 
forcibly  took  charge  of  the  ship,  and  6  of  them  came  into  the  cabin  to 
make  him  surrender  the  vessel.  TLis  he  did  at  the  muzzle  of  a  pistol 
[^resented  at  his  breast  by  one  of  them  named  Taboada.  They  ran  the 
schooner  to  Gape  Sable  and  there  took  on  board  25  men  with  arms  and 
mnnitions,  and  informed  Laborde  that  between  Cape  Sable  and  Rebecca 
Light  they  exi)ected  to  meet  a  steamer  with  more  men  and  arms  for 
Cuba. 

When  they  arrived  off  Rebecca  Light,  Laborde  told  them  that  the 
schooner  could  not  go  into  the  Gulf  on  account  of  her  bad  condition, 
bnt  Taboada,  who  acted  as  pilot,  told  him  to  shut  up,  atul  overpowered 
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his  objections.  The  vessel  reached  Cuba,  near  Berracos,  Ban  Oaye* 
tano,  on  the  25th  of  April,  and  immediately  landed  her  cargo  and 
passengers  by  boats.  The  passengers  forced  Laborde  to  go  in  the  first 
boat,  with  one  of  the  crew  and  19  men,  all  of  whom  landed  and  escaped. 
He  went  back  on  board  and  another  lot  landed.  At  this  time  they 
were  sighted  by  a  Spanish  tag  or  steam  launch.  He  ordered  the 
American  flag  to  be  set.  While  William  Gildea,  the  mate,  tried  to  set 
it,  he  found  the  halyards  foul,  and  being  shot  at  twice,  he  threw  the  flag 
down.  Laborde  then  held  the  flag  against  the  rigging  so  it  conid  bo 
seen. 

1^0  shot  was  fired  from  the  schooner,  for  they  had  no  arms,  altboagh 
the  passengers  who  had  gone  ashore  had  arms,  and,  as  Laborde  also 
understood,  dynamite.  No  effort  was  made  by  Laborde  or  the  others 
to  escape  with  the  passengers,  because  they  had  been  forced  into  their 
existing  situation.  The  captors  put  Laborde  into  what  is  called  a 
Spanish  windlass  by  tying  his  wrists  together  and  then  drawing  the 
rope  tight  by  a  stick  thrust  through,  which  caused  great  torture  and 
made  his  wrists  swell.  The  Competitor  and  the  captives  were  immedi- 
ately taken  to  Habana,  and  the  latter  were  placed  in  prison,  where  they 
have  ever  since  remained. 

These  affidavits  are  not  contradicted  by  any  statements  in  the  mes- 
sage and  accompanying  documents  transmitted  by  the  President  to  the 
Senate,  nor  do  these  papers  present  any  evidence  as  to  whether  the 
Competitor^  when  seized,  was  within  1  marine  league  of  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

The  case  was  considered  by  the  Spanish  authority  to  be  one  of  admi- 
ralty jurisdiction,  and  accordingly,  upon  the  Ist  day  of  May,  189tJ,  a 
summary  naval  court-martial  was  constituted  for  their  trial  for  crimea 
designated,  by  reference  and  allusion  in  the  copies  of  official  documents 
which  are  in  the  possession  of  this  committee,  as  piracy  and  rebellion. 
No  copy  of  the  charges  has,  so  far  as  your  committee  can  ascert^ain, 
ever  been  furnished  to  this  Oovernment,  though  frequently  requested. 

Against  the  jurisdiction  and  competency  of  this  tribunal  and  method 
of  procedure  the  American  consular  representative  at  Habana,  under 
instructions  from  the  Department  of  State,  most  earnestly  protested  on 
the  same  day,  insisting  that  the  case  should  be  tried  under  the  seventh 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  concluded  in  the  year  1795,  and  under 
the  protocol  to  said  treaty  of  1877,  and  that  it  should  not  be  tried  by  a 
summary  court-martial,  or  by  any  other  form  of  procedure  not  adjusted 
to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  He  also  insisted  that  Laborde,  being'  the 
master,  and  Oildea,  the  mate  of  the  vessel,  were,  according  to  para- 
graph 171  of  the  Consular  Regulations,  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
United  States. 

The  admiral  to  whom  this  protest  was  made,  and  who  was  the  official 
in  whom  the  Spanish  jurisdiction  in  the  premises  seems  to  have  rested, 
while  expressing  a  willingness  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  charges  against 
the  men  to  the  American  consul  as  had  been  demanded,  seems  never  to 
have  done  so.  Their  trial  took  place  within  fifteen  hours  after  he  made 
this  offer.  The  admiral,  acting  under  the  advice  of  the  Spanish  judge- 
advocate,  denied  the  validity  of  these  objections  and  protest  upon  the 
ground  that  neither  Article  VII,  of  the  treaty  of  the  27th  of  October, 
1795,  nor  the  protocol  of  1877  applied  to  the  case,  for  the  reason,  as  he 
asserted,  that  foreigners  must  be  tried  by  the  same  courts  having  cog- 
nizance of  Spanish  subiects,  according  to  the  local  law  relating  to 
foreigners,  of  the  4th  of  July,  1870,  and  because  that,  whatever  inter- 
pretation and  scope  may  be  given  to  the  treaty  and  the  protocol  con- 
struing it,  the  latter,  from  the  beginning,  embraces  only  resident 
American  citizens. 
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To  this  last  contention  as  to  the  protocol  the  American  consul  very 
projjerly  replied  that  Article  VII  of  the  treaty  of  1795  imposes  no  con- 
dition of  residence  either  on  Spanish  subjects  in  the  United  States  or 
on  American  subjects  resident  in  the  dominions  of  Spain;  for  were  it 
t>o  the  status  of  American  citizens  could  be  taken  away  from  thousands 
of  Sx>aidards  in  the  United  States,  who  visit  both  countries  every  year 
d»  merchants,  manufacturers,  traders,  and  tourists.  He  also  interposed 
to  this  contention  of  the  Spanish  admiral  the  very  decisive  objection 
that  the  protocol  can  not  detract  from  the  treaty,  and  that  the  protocol 
must  be  construed  to  conform  to  the  treaty,  and  not  the  treaty  to  the 
protocol. 

The  foregoing  is  a  comi>endium  of  demands,  protests,  objections,  and 
refusals  which  began  before  the  trial  of  these  men,  and  which  were 
er»ntinued  for  some  time  after  such  trial  had  been  completed  by  their 
^euteiiee  to  death. 

They  were  tried  by  a  naval  court-martial  of  the  most  summary  char- 
acter, on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1896,  the  trial  lasting  but  a  few  hours. 
They  had  no  opportunity  to  summon  or  examine  witnesses,  or  to  be 
defended  by  counsel  of  their  own  selection.  They  were  not  tried  sepa- 
rately but  together,  and,  it  seems,  with  several  other  persons.  The 
evidence  against  them  consisted  solely  of  the  testimony  of  Captain 
Biitrou  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Mensajerraj  the  Spanish  gunboat 
which  had  taken  them  prisoners.  A  lieutenant  of  the  Spanish  navy 
was  assigned  to  their  defense,  who  asked  no  questions  upon  the  trial 
and  who  produced  no  witnesses.  His  summing  up  consisted  of  a  plea 
for  mercy  to  the  prisoners,  although  it  is  said  that  he  stated  they  were 
American  citizens.  There  was  an  interpreter  present,  but  he  did  not 
make  his  presence  known  to  the  prisoners  until  they  were  asked  if  they 
had  anything  to  say  in  their  own  defense.  This  was  after  the  summing 
up  of  the  i)rosecution,  and  of  course  was  after  the  evidence,  both  of 
which  were  given  in  Spanish  and  were  not  translated  to  the  prisoners. 

The  naval  officer  who  was  appointed  to  defend  them  did  not  commu- 
nicate to  them  the  substance  of  the  evidence  or  of  the  summing  up  of 
the  prosecutor.  It  is  very  evident  that  this  naval  officer  could  not 
speak  English.  It  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  committee  that 
he  did  not  utter  a  single  word  to  his  clients  during  the  trial,  and  that 
be  did  not  say  or  do  anything  in  behalf  of  the  prisoners,  except  to  ask 
mercy* 

Alter  this  mockery  of  a  trial  the  presiding  officer  of  the  court-martial 
asked  Laborde  in  Spanish  what  he  had  to  say  in  his  defense.  Laborde 
understood  that  language.  He  said  a  few  words.  So  it  went  on  until  the 
last  man  was  reached,  William  Gildea,  and  the  presiding  officer  spoke 
to  him  in  Spanish.  He  did  not  understand,  and  then  the  interpreter 
ftaid,  ^^Do  you  wish  to  say  anythingf "  and  Gildea  then  arose  and  said, 
**A11 1  have  to  say  is,  I  do  not  understand  one  word  which  has  been 
said  to-day,  either  for  me  or  against  me,  and,  at  any  rate,  I  appecd  to 
both  the  British  and  American  consuls."  Melton  said,  truly,  that  he 
came  aboard  the  schooner  as  the  correspondent  of  the  Jacksonville 
Times- Union.  The  trial  terminated  immediately  after  these  statements 
were  made.  The  prosecutor  moved  for  a  sentence  of  death  and  it  was 
straightway  pronounced. 

The  Department  of  State  requested,  or  demanded,  that  Spain  should 
not  execute  the  sentence  until  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  evidence  could 
be  famished  to  this  Government  and  an  opportunity  given  to  investi- 
gate the  case.  The  execution  of  the  sentence  seems  to  have  been  stayed, 
landing  an  appeal  to  the  superior  tribunals  of  Spain  at  Madrid,  and 
the  result  was  that  after  long  delay  the  judgment  of  the  court-martial 
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was  annulled  about  September  8, 1896,  and  a  new  trial  ordered  before 
the  ordinary  tribunals. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  judgment  of  reversal  proceeds  upon  the 
theory  that  these  captives  are  justiciable  in  the  Spanish  courts  for 
crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  them  against  Spanish  laws, 
and  it  decided  nothing  more  than  that  the  naval  court-martial  was  not 
a  proper  or  competent  tribunal  for  their  trial.  The  appellate  court 
merely  held  that  Spain  had  mistaken  her  own  forum. 

Shortly  after  this  decision,  Melton,  on  the  17th  of  October,  1896,  was 
taken  to  the  guardroom  in  the  prison  to  make  a  preliminary  deposition, 
preparatory,  as  he  says,  for  trial  by  an  ordinary  court-martial  upon  tbe 
charge  of  piracy  and  rebellion.  The  first  trial  had  been  by  a  summary 
naval  court-martial.  On  the  19th  of  October  this  procedure  was  con- 
tinued, and  he  was  asked,  as  he  had  been  on  the  previous  day,  what 
proofs  he  could  produce  to  show  he  was  an  American  citizen,  notwith- 
standing  the  fact  that  it  seems  to  have  been  conceded  throughout  tbe 
first  trial  that  he  was  an  American  citizen. 

This  mode  of  examination  continued  until  December  11, 1896,  and 
probably  thereafter,  for  upon  that  day  Mr.  Laborde  wrote  to  Mr. 
Springer,  informing  him  that  he  had  been  ordered  on  the  day  before 
by  the  military  judge  of  the  prosecution  of  the  Competitor  crew  to 
dress  himself  in  a  military  suit  for  the  purpose  of  being  recognized  by 
someone.  Against  this  requirement  Laborde  protested,  and  refused 
to  disguise  himself.  The  military  judge  immediately  answered  that  he 
would  compel  Laborde  by  force  to  comply,  and,  fearing  brutality,  he 
obeyed.  Since  that  time  no  proceedings  by  way  of  trial  have  been 
had.  From  the  30th  of  April  or  the  1st  of  May,  1896,  down  to  the 
present  time,  a  period  of  more  than  fourteen  months,  Melton,  Laborde, 
and  Gildea  have  been  in  close  confinement  in  the  Cabanas  prison  or 
fort  at  Habana. 

The  portions  of  the  treaty,  protocol.  Consular  Regulations,  and  stat- 
utes having  reference  to  the  foregoing  statements  are  as  follows: 

Article  VII. 

And  it  is  agreed  that  the  snbject  or  citizens  of  each  of  the  contracting  partiei, 
their  yessels  or  effects,  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  embargo  or  detention  on  tne  part 
of  the  other,  for  any  military  expedition  or  other  pnblio  or  private  purpose  wnat- 
ever;  and  in  all  cases  of  seizures,  detention,  or  arrest  for  debts  contraeted,  or  offeD8«?« 
committed  by  anv  citizen  or  subject  of  the  one  party  within  the  Jarisdiotion  of  the 
other,  the  same  shall  be  made  and  prosecuted  by  order  and  authority  of  law  only, 
and  according  to  the  regular  form  of  proceedings  usual  in  such  cases.  The  oitizena 
and  subjects  of  both  parties  shaU  be  allowed  to  employ  such  advocates.  soUcitoTrt. 
notaries,  agents,  and  factors,  as  they  may  judge  proper^  in  all  their  affairs  and  in  all 
their  trials  at  law  in  which  they  may  be  concerned,  oetore  the  tribunals  of  the  other 
party ;  and  such  agents  shall  have  f^ee  access  to  be  present  at  the  procsediuga  in 
such  causes,  and  at  the  taking  of  aU  examinations  and  evidence  whicli  may  bo 
exhibited  in  the  said  trials.    (Treaty  with  Spain,  1795.) 

1.  No  citizen  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Spain,  her  a^acent  islands,  or  her 
ultramarine  possessions,  charged  with  acts  of  sedition,  treason,  or  conspiraoy  agaiu«t 
the  institutions,  the  public  security,  the  integrity  of  the  territory,  or  affalnst  the 
supreme  Government,  or  any  other  crime  whatsoever,  shall  be  snbjeot  to  tnal  by  any 
exceptional  tribunal,  but  exclusively  by  the  ordinary  jurisdiction,  ezcopt  in  the  case 
of  being  captured  with  arms  in  hand. 

2.  Those  who,  not  coming  within  this  last  case,  may  be  arrested  or  imprisoned, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  so  arrested  or  imprisoned  by  order  of  the  oivil  author- 
ity  for  the  effects  of  tbe  law  of  April  17,  1821,  even  though  the  arrest  or  imprison- 
ment shall  have  been  effected  by  armed  force. 

3.  Those  who  may  bo  t-aken  with  arms  in  hand,  and  who  are  therefore  compre- 
hended in  the  exception  of  the  first  article,  shall  be  tried  by  ordinary  eooncil  ot 
war,  in  oonformity  with  the  second  article  of  the  hereinbefore-mentioned  Iaw|  bat 
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ftTen  in  thia  oaae  the  aocaaed  shall  enjoy  for  their  defense  the  guaranties  embodied 
in  Uie  aforeeaid  law  of  April  17, 1821. 

4.  In  consequence  whereof,  as  well  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  third  paragraph 
as  in  those  oi  the  second,  the  parties  accased  are  allowed  to  name  attorneys  and 
advocates,  who  shall  have  access  to  them  at  saitable  times ;  they  shall  be  furnished 
in  duo  season  with  copy  of  the  accusation  and  a  list  of  witnesses  for  the  prosecution, 
which  latter  shall  be  examined  before  the  presumed  criminal,  his  attorney,  and 
advocate,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  articles  20  to  31  of  the  said  law; 
they  shall  have  the  right  to  compel  the  witnesses  of  whom  they  desire  to  avail  them- 
selves to  appear  and  give  testimony  or  to  do  it  by  means  of  depositions;  they  shall 
present  sooh  evidence  as  they  may  judge  proper,  and  they  shall  be  permitted  to 
present  and  to  make  their  defense,  m  public  trial,  orally  or  in  writing,  by  them- 
selves or  by  means  of  their  counsel. 

5.  The  sentence  pronounced  shall  be  referred  to  the  audiencia  of  the  judicial  dis- 
trict, or  to  the  Captain- General,  according  as  the  trial  may  have  taken  ^lace  before 
the  ordinary  judge  or  before  the  council  of  war,  in  conformity  also  with  what  is 
prescribed  in  the  above-mentioned  law.    (Protocol  of  1877.) 

171*  If  the  consul  is  satisfied  that  an  applicant  for  protection  has  a  risht  to  his 
intervention  he  should  Interest  himself  in  nls  behalf,  examining  carefully  his  griev- 
anoes.  If  he  finds  that  the  complaints  are  well  founded  he  should  interpose  firmly, 
bat  with  oonrtesy  and  moderation  in  his  behalf.  If  redress  can  not  be  obtained  from 
the  local  authorities  the  consul  will  apply  to  the  legation  of  the  United  States,  if 
there  be  one  in  the  country  where  he  resides,  and  will  in  all  cases  transmit  to  the 
Department  copies  of  his  correspondence,  accompanied  by  his  report.  ( United  States 
Consular  Regulations.) 

OffloaxB  of  vessels  or  the  United  States  shall  in  all  cases  be  citizens  of  the  United 
SUtes.    (Rev.  Stat.,  see.  4131,  p.  7do.) 

If  tbe  uncontradicted  affidavits  of  Melton,  Laborde,  and  Gildea  are 
to  be  taken  as  true,  and  if  it  is  conceded  that  tbe  vessel  was  seized  and 
that  they  were  arrested,  witbin  1  marine  leagae  of  tbe  coast  of  Cuba,  it 
is  equally  well  establisbed  tbat  tbey  were  coerced  to  that  point  by  supe- 
rior force.  Under  such  circumstances  these  captives  can  not  be  made 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  Spain.  It  is  a  well-settled  principle  of  inter- 
national law  that  the  ships  and  subjects  of  a  neutral  nation,  which  are 
driven  by  superior  force  into  prohibited  ports  or  waters  of  a  belligerent, 
draw  upon  themselves  no  penal  consequences  therefor,  but  must  be 
allowed  fk*eely  to  depart  therefrom;  and  the  carrying  of  these  three 
men  into  Cuban  waters  was  as  involuntary  on  their  part  as  if  they  had 
been  driven  thither  by  storm  or  stress  of  weather. 

Under  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  this  case,  it  is  not  competent  for 
Spain  to  try  these  prisoners  by  any  military  triounal  whatever.  Two 
of  the  men,  Oildea  and  Laborde,  were  officers  of  an  American  vessel 
driven  under  duress  into  Ouban  waters;  Melton,  a  passenger,  was  an 
American  native  eitizen  before  he  took  passage — a  friendly  neutral,  a 
iionoombatant,  not  armed  in  any  way,  and  his  character  was  not  changed 
by  the  forcible  diversion  of  the  vessel  from  its  voyage  to  Lemon  Oity  to 
the  Ouban  coast. 

They  are  not  amenable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  Spanish  courts  for 
piracy,  for  the  reason  that  it  plainly  appears  that  they  had  never  com- 
mitted or  could  have  intended  to  do  any  act  of  robbery  or  depredation 
upon  the  high  seas,  which  acts  are  the  essentials  of  piracy,  and  it  is 
clear  that  no  such  acts  were  ever  intended  by  either  of  these  prisoners. 

Plraity  is  an  assault  npen  vessels  navigated  on  the  high  seas,  committed  animo 
farandi,  whetiisr  the  robbery  or  forcible  depredation  be  effected  er  not,  and  whether 
or  not  It  be  acoompanied  by  murder  or  personal  injury.    (1  PhUl.,  Sec.  CCCLVI.) 

Firaey,  by  the  law  of  nations,  is  defined  with  reasonable  certainty  to  be  robbery 
open  th«  seas.    (TJ.  S.  v.  Smith,  5  Wheat.,  153.) 

Bv  the  law  of  nations,  robbeiy  or  forcible  depredation  upon  the  sea,  animo  furandi, 
is  piracy.    (Story  Const.,  S.  1159.) 

It  is  not  competent  for  Spain,  by  declaring  that  to  be  piracy  which  is 
Dot  piracy  under  the  definitions  of  international  law,  to  extend  the  pen- 
alties of  that  orimey  or  the  jurisdiction  of  its  courts  as  to  piracy,  to  the 


240  ALFREDO  LABOBDE  AND  OTHERS. 

subjects  of  other  nations,  or  to  incorporate  in  any  way  its  own  xnanici- 
pal  definition  of  the  crime  of  piracy  into  the  law  of  nations  to  auiy 
degree  beyond  the  definition  established  by  international  law. 

Nor  are  these  prisoners  amenable  to  any  Spanish  court  for  the  crime 
of  rebellion  by  reason  of  any  acts  committed  by  them,  even  if  such  acts 
are  subjected  to  the  most  strict  and  adverse  construction.  Allegiance 
either  as  a  subject  or  as  an  alien  amenable  by  residence  or  presence  to 
the  laws  of  a  foreign  state  is  an  indispensable  element  to  constitute  the 
crime  of  treason  or  rebeliiou.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that 
these  men  never  became  amenable  to  the  laws  of  Spain  to  that  intent. 

Irrespective  of  any  of  the  foregoing  considerations,  the  conduct  of 
Spain,  as  hereinbefore  detailed,  constitutes  such  delay  and  denial 
of  justice  and  such  an  actual  infiiction  of  injustice  upon  these  men  as 
to  make  it  the  duty  of  this  Oovernment  to  demand  reparation  there- 
for, irrespective  of  any  act  which  these  prisoners  may  have  committed 
up  to  the  date  of  their  capture.  Among  the  acts  of  reparation  which 
ought  to  be  demanded  should  be  the  release  of  these  captives. 

The  principles  which  govern  the  trial  of  such  cases  as  this  were 
correctly  expressed  by  Mr.  Evarts,  while  Secretary  of  State,  as  follows: 

It  has,  from  the  very  foundation  of  this  Goveniment,  been  ite  aim  that  its  citizens 
abroad  should  be  assured  of  the  guarantees  of  law ;  that  accused  persons  should  be 
apprised  of  the  specific  offense  with  which  they  mieht  be  charged :  that  they  should 
be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  them;  that  they  should  have  the  right  to 
be  heard  in  their  own  defense,  either  by  themselyes  or  such  counsel  as  they  mif^ht 
choose  to  employ  to  represent  them ;  in  short,  that  they  should  hare  a  fair  and  im* 
partial  trial,  with  the  presumption  of  innocence  surrounding  them  as  a  shield  at  all 
stages  of  the  proceedings,  until  their  guilt  should  be  estabUshed  by  competent  and 
sufficient  evidence.    (2  Wharton  Dig.,  p.  623.) 

The  rights  thus  defined  have  been  violated  in  the  persons  of  these 
prisoners.  They  have  been  tried  and  sentenced  to  death  by  a  summary 
naval  court-martial  in  a  proceeding  which  has  been  annulled  by  the 
appellate  courts  of  Spain  at  Madrid,  upon  the  ground  that  such  a  court- 
martial  had  no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  them.  Ten  months  have 
elapsed  since  this  death  sentence  was  annulled,  and  they  have  not  again 
been  brought  to  trial.  In  the  mean  time  they  have  been  subjected  to 
protracted  preliminary  examinations  preparatory  to  their  trial  by 
another  court-martial,  which  differs  from  the  first  one  only  in  the  fact 
that  it  is  less  summaiy  and  more  formsd  in  its  character  than  the  first. 

At  the  first  trial  they  were  not  allowed  to  be  defended  by  counsel 
of  their  own  selection;  opportunity  or  time  to  produce  witnesses  wa^ 
denied  to  them  by  the  celerity  with  which  that  trial  was  instituted 
and  conducted.  They  were  only  defended  by  a  Spanish  naval  officer, 
assigned  to  that  duty  by  the  court,  who  could  not  or  did  not  speak 
English,  who  never  spoke  to  them  during  the  trial,  who  did  not  iutro- 
duce  or  attempt  to  introduce  any  evidence  in  their  behalf,  who  asked 
for  no  delay  of  the  trial,  and  whose  only  exertion  in  their  defense  was 
a  plea  for  mercy,  which  admitted  their  guilt  Although  an  interpreter 
was  present,  neither  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution  nor  the  summing 
up  of  the  prosecutor  was  translated  to  them.  His  presence  was  not 
disclosed  until  after  the  prosecution  had  closed  its  testimony  and  argu- 
ment. The  only  translation  made  to  them  was  just  before  the  close  of 
these  sanguinary  proceedings,  when  they  were  asked  if  they  had  any- 
thing to  say.  Necessarily  they  had  or  could  have  little  to  say,  although 
one  of  them,  Gildea,  protested  that  he  had  not  understood  a  word  of 
the  proceedings  against  him  by  which  his  life  was  to  be  adjudged  for* 
feited.  With  these  protests  the  trial  ended^  and  the  defendants  were 
immediately  sentenced  to  death. 
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It  is  now  fourteen  months  since  they  were  arrested,  during  all  of 
which  time  they  have  been  held  in  the  Gabailas  fortress  as  prisoners. 

Melton  and  Laborde  are  unquestionably  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Gildea  is  a  British  subject,  but  he  was  a  sailor' upon  an 
American  vessel  when  taken;  was  acting  as  its  mate,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  your  committee  that  he  is  entitled  to  ^e  protected  by  this 
(jovemment.  He  was  serving  under  the  flag  and  he  is  entitled  to  be 
protected  by  it  "    * 

In  oor  opinion  these  acts  of  delay  and  denial  of  justice,  and  of  the 
infliction  of  injustice,  vitiate  and  make  void  any  right  which  Spain  had 
at  the  beginning  of  this  transaction  to  proceed  criminally  against  any 
of  these  men.  This  Oovernment  should  demand  that  they  be  set  at 
liberty  and  that  the  Competitor  be  restored  to  her  owner,  as  there  is  no 
evidence  that  the  owner  knew  anything  about  the  divergence  of  the 
vessel  from  its  regular  voyage  to  Lemon  City,  Fla. 

The  committee  report  the  accompanying  joint  resolution  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  atbresaid  Resolution  149  and  recommend  its  adoption^ 
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MESSAGE 

FROM  THB 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

TRANSMITTING, 

m  RB8FONSB  TO  SENATE  RESOLUTION  OF  DECEMBER  21,  1896,  A 
REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  COVERING  A  LIST  OF 
PERSONS  CLAIMING  TO  BE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
WHO  HAVE  BEEN  ARRESTED  ON  THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA  SINCE 
FBBRUAR7  24,  1895,  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 


January  25, 1897. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  herewith,  in  response  to  the  Senate  resolution  of  Decem- 
ber 21,  1896,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  report  of  that 
ofBcer  covering  a  list  of  persons  claiming  to  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  have  been  arrested  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  since  February 
24, 1895,  to  the  present  time. 

Gkovbr  Cleveland. 
Executive  Mansion, 

Washington^  January  Z5^  1897, 


The  President: 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State,  having  received  a  resolution 
passed  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  December  21, 1890,  in 
the  following  words — 

That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  send  to  tlie  Senate  a 
report  of  aU  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  whose  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment, trial,  or  conviction,  or  sentence,  either  to  imprisonment  at  the  penal  colony 
of  Ceatro  or  elsewhere,  he  has  any  informatiou,  and  that  he  shall  inform  the  Senate 
in  SQoh  report  of  the  persons  now  held  in  confinement  at  Ceatro  and  of  the  charges, 
briefly  stated,  on  which  they  were  condemned  and  the  natnre  of  the  evidence,  so  far 
M  the  same  appears  on  the  tiles  of  the  State  Department, 

has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  a  list  of  persons  claiming  to 
be  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have  been  arrested  in  Cuba  since 
February  24, 1895,  to  the  present  date,  to  the  end  that,  if  in  the  Presi- 
dent's judgment  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  the  same 
be  transmitted  to  the  Senate  in  response  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 
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Since  the  breaking  out  of  the  insurrection  in  Cuba,  on  February  24, 
1895,  to  the  present  time,  74  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
claiming  to  be  such,  have  been  arrested  by  the  Spanish  authorities  of 
the  island. 

Passports,  certificates  of  naturalization,  registration  in  the  consu- 
lates of  this  Government  on  the  Island  of  Ouba,  and  service  on  ships 
sailiug  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  having  been  alike  accepte<] 
by  our  consular  ofi&cets  and  the  Spanish  authorities  as  prima  facie  evi 
dcDce  of  citizenship  establishing  the  rights  of  the  claimants  to  the 
treatment  secured  to  our  citizens  under  our  treaties  and  protocols  with 
Spain,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  include  in  the  subjoined  list  all 
persons  of  the  classes  referred  to  who  have  been  arrested. 

Of  the  74  persons  arrested,  7  have  been  tried,  namely:  Nos.  1,  36,  70, 
71,  72,  73,  and  74.  In  the  cases  of  2  of  these  (Nos.  1  and  36)  appeals 
have  been  taken,  and  in  the  cases  of  the  other  5,  the  Competitor 
prisoners,  a  new  trial  has  been  ordered. 

Thirty-six  persons  arrested  have  been  released  after  the  charges 
against  them  had  been  investigated  and  found  to  be  baseless. 

Eighteen  have  been  expelled  from  the  island,  after  periods  of  con- 
iinement  lasting  from  a  few  days  to  nearly  a  year  in  the  case  of  Jos6 
Aguirre  {No.  2);  while  17  cases  are  still  pendinj^.  The  charges  against 
14  of  the  17  are  as  follows : 

Nos.  31  and  55,  sedition  and  rebellion. 

No.  38,  rebellion. 

Nos.  37,  40,  61  and  62,  rebellion  with  arms  in  hand. 

No.  43,  purchase  and  concealment  of  arms  and  ammunitioii. 

No.  53,  disorderly  conduct  and  insults  to  Spain. 

Nos.  70, 71, 72, 73,  and  74,  landing  arms  from  Competitor  for  insurgents. 

In  the  remaining  three  cases  (Nos.  35,  47,  and  52),  the  nature  of  the 
charges  having  not  yet  been  ascertained,  demand  has  been  made  both 
at  Habana  and  Madrid  that  they  be  at  once  formulated  and  ooounuui- 
cated  or  that  prisoners  be  released. 

Mr.  Delgado  (No.  54)  died  in  hospital  at  Habana  on  the  19th  instant. 

Besides  the  above  74  cases,  9  corresi>ondents  of  various  newspapers 
in  the  United  States  have  been  expelled  from  Ouba  by  the  Spanish 
authorities,  after  temporary  detention  by  the  military. 

No  American  citizen  has  been  sentenced  or  is  confined  at  Oeutro. 

Demands  have  been  made  upon  the  Spanish  Government  in  every 
case  where  trial  seems  to  be  unreasonably  delayed  that  it  go  forward 
at  once  or  prisoner  be  released. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

BiGHAHD  OLNEY. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Wdshington^  January  22^  1897* 


IA8%  of  American  ciHzena,  naiivt  and  naturdliMedj  arrested  and  imprUoned  in  Cuba  since 
February  S4, 1895,  to  date,  etaiing  also  cause  of  an^est,  charges,  place  of  eonfiHcmeni, 
whether  Iriedf  released,  deported,  or  oases  pending. 

1.  Juijo  Sanouily,  49  years;  native  of  Cuba;  natoralized  1878;  arrested  Feb 
ruary  24,  1895;  charge  of  rebeHion;  tried  November  28, 1895;  found  guilty  and  8«a- 
tepccd  to  life  iiiiprisonmeut;  case  appealed  to  supremo  courts  Madrid.  Was  also 
tried  on  charge  of  participation  in  the  kidnapping  of  the  Augar  planter  Fernandez 
de  Castro,  in  1894,  by  the  lat«  bandit,  Manuel  Garcia,  and  acquitted.  Tried  for  tli© 
second  time  December  21,  1896,  for  rtbollion,  the  case  renmuded  from  Spalu,  and 
again  sentenced  Decumbor  28  to  life  imprisonment:  an  appeal  taken.  Has  been 
imprisoned  in  the  Cabana  fort. 


LIST  OF  CITIZENS  OF  UNITED  STATES  ARRESTED  IN  CUBA     245 

2.  Joss  Marib  Timotbo  Aouirre,  52  years;  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized  1881; 
arrobtcd  February  24,  18(^;  charge  of  rebellion;  confined  in  Cabana  fort;  acquitted 
and  departed  September  6, 1895;  went  to  the  United  States. 

FiiAN'cisco  Peraza,  arrested  at  Sagua  March  2,  1896;  charge  of  participation  in 
the  robbery  of  some  cattle;  released  March  4, 1895. 

4.  Francisco  Carrillo,  45  years;  native  of  Cnba;  naturalized  1891;  arrested  at 
RemedioB  on  February  24, 1895,  upon  a  guberuative  order  for  not  having  inscribed 
himself  in  the  register  of  foreigners  in  any  province  of  the  island;  confined  in  Cab- 
anas fort;  released  and  deported  to  United  States  May  29,^1895. 

5.  Juan  Rodriguez  Valdes,  native  of  .Cuba;  naturalized  1876 ;  arrested  at  Puerto 
Principe  April  5, 1895 ;  released  April  6. 

6.  JnsTO  Genbr,  68  yean:  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized;  arrested  at  Matanzas 
April  6;  released  April  9,  1895. 

7.  Jose  Maria  Carabaixo,  42  years;  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized  1877;  arrested 
at  Matanzas  April  6;  released  April  9, 1885. 

8.  Manuel  Fuentbs,  33  years;  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized  1889;  correspondent 
New  York  World ;  arrested  at  Caimanera  April  30,  1895;  releiised  May  4, 1895,  on  con- 
dition that  he  return  to  United  States. 

9.  Makuel  Vargas,  arrested  at  Remedies  July  3,  1895;  released  and  expelled 
Julv  13,  1895;  charged  with  being  an  agent  of  the  insurgeuts,  etc.;  naturalized. 

l6.  Domingo  Gonzalez  y  Alfonso,  42  years;  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized  1876; 
arrested  at  Quivican  July  3,  1895 ;  expelled  September  3,  1895,  for  the  reason  that 
his  presence  in  the  island  is  a  source  of  danger  to  the  Government. 

11.  VicTORiANO  BuLiT  Perez,  33  ycars;  native  of  Cuba,  of  American  parents: 
arrested  at  Sagua  July  12, 1895;  accused  of  "proposing  treasonable  acts;''  released 
November  8, 1895. 

12.  Joseph  A.  Ansley,  56  years;  bom  in  Habana,  of  American  parents:  arrested 
at  Sagna  Augnst  26, 1895 ;  charge,  **  presence  prejudicial  to  peace  of  island ;''  deported 
to.  United  States  September  21, 1895. 

13.  AuRBLio  Ansley,  34  years;  son  of  Joseph  A.  Ansley.    Same  as  above. 

14.  Luis  Ansley,  30  years;  son  of  Joseph  Ansley.    Same  as  above. 

15.  John  A.  Sowers,  65  years ;  native  of  Virginia.    Same  as  above. 

16.  Carlos  M.  Garcia  y  Buiz,  28  years;  bom  in  the  United  Stsites;  arrested  at 
Sagiia  September  7, 1895 ;  acTcnsed  of  attempting  to  Join  the  insurrectionists ;  released 
October  7,  1895. 

17.  JoSB  Martinez  Gonzalez.  45  years ;  native  of  Cuba ;  naturalized  1873 ;  arrested 
at  Sagua  September  12, 1895;  cnarge  of  riding  on  railroad  without  i^aying  fare;  no 
evidence  against  him ;  released  September  19, 1895. 

18.  Mariano  Rodriguez  Zayas,  native  of  Cuba;  arrested  Habana  September  17; 
released  September  19,  1895 ;  naturalized ;  no  charges. 

19.  Joss  Martinez  Mksa,  41  years;  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized  1878;  arrested 
at  Habana  September  17, 1895;  released  September  19, 1895;  no  charges. 

20.  EuOBNB  Pelletier,  42  years;  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized  1877;  arrested  at 
Cienfnegos  December  5, 1895 ;  charged  with  recruiting  for  the  insurrection ;  released, 
under  surveillance,  May  17, 1896. 

21.  Joseph  J.  Trelles,  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized;  arrested  at  Matanzas 
December  24, 1895;  released  December  26,  1895;  no  charges. 

22.  Manuel  M.  (or  W.)  Amieva,  39  years;  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized  1878; 
arrested  at  Matanzas  December  24, 1895,  as  a  suspect;  released  December  31, 1895; 
no  charges. 

23.  Solomon,  Chas.  S.,  native  of  the  United  States,  arrested  and  released. 

24.  Marcos  £.  Rodriguez,  57  years;  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized  1875;  arrested 
January  17. 1896,  on  boai'd  American  steamship  Olivette;  charge,  aiding  the  rebellion, 
sedition,  ete. :  released  April  1,  1896. 

25.  Louis  Somkillan,  sr.,  58  years;  bom  in  Cuba;  naturalized  Ke^  West  1878; 
arrested  January  17, 1896,  at  Habana;  released  April  1, 1896;  charge,  aiding  rebellion, 
ledttioD,  etc. 

26.  Louis  Somvillan,  jr.,  36  years:  bom  in  Habana,  son  of  above;  arrested  Janu- 
ary 17  at  Habana;  released  April  1, 1896;  charge,  aiding  rebellion,  sedition,  etc. 

27.  Ladislao  Quintero,  bom  in  Key  West;  made  a  prisoner  of  war  February  22, 
liilHi,  at  Goatao,  where  ho  nad  been  wounded  by  Spanish  troops ;  released  April  11, 
1K%. 

28.  Walter  Grant  Dygert,  25  years;  born  in  the  United  States;  arrested  Feb- 
mory  23, 1896;  imprisoned  at  Guines;  supposed  to  be  insurgent  leader  Kl  Inglesito; 
finally  released  and  sent  td  United  States  April  2^1, 1896. 

39.  Eev.  Albert  J.  Diaz,  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized;  arrested  at  Habana  April 
IS,  1896,  charged  with  forwarding  rebel  correspondence;  confined  at  police  hcad- 
(luartera;  expelled  April  16, 1896;  accused  of  abetting  insurrection. 

30.  Alvred  Diaz;  brother  of  above;  arrested,  same  charge;  both  of  the  Diazes 
vere  rttleiMd  April  22, 1896,  on  condition  of  leaving  the  country;  went  to  Key  West. 
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31.  Joseph  L.  Ckfkso,  OAtire  of  CnlMi;  luitiiralUed  1881;  arrpstetl  prior  to  Jaoa- 
»ry  20,  1896,  on  board  steamer  firom  Cienfnegos  to  Batabano;  caae  now  pending 
before  civil  eoort  Santa  Clara;  confined  in  Santa  Clara  priaon;  charge,  aedition. 
rebellion,  etc 

32.  Luis  Mabtikkz,  arrested  abont  Harch  1, 1896;  ehax^ged  with  treasonable  cor- 
respondence; released  April  13, 1896,  on  $400 bail;  naturalised  1878. 

33.  WiLUAM  A.  Olban,  natire  of  Cnba,  of  American  parents;  arrested  at  Sagna 
AprU,  1896;  change,  rebellion;  military  jurisdiction  inhibited  in  faror  of  civil  July 
28, 1896;  released  and  retimed  to  the  United  States. 

34.  Louis  M.  Glbak,  brother  of  the  above ;  same  as  abore. 

.  35.  Frakk  J.  Larrieu,  native  of  Cnba;  natoralized;  arrested  at  Cardenas  May 
15, 1896;  case  pending;  charges  not  made  known. 

36.  Louis  Someillan,  58  years;  native  of  Cnba;  naturalized;  arrested  July  7, 
1896.  for  second  time;  charge,  aiding  rebellion;  tnmed  over  to  civil  oonrt,  is  con- 
fined in  city  prison:  trial  held  January  8, 1897;  sentenced  January  13  to  iinprison- 
ment  in  chains  for  life;  appeal  taken. 

37.  Mamuel  Fernandez  Chaqukilo,  19  years;  native  of  Key  West;  enptnred 
July  9, 1896;  was  the  companion  of  Charles  Covin;  is  in  Cabana  fort;  case  pending, 
under  military  jurisdiction;  charge,  ''rebellion  with  arms  in  hand." 

38.  Georob  W.  Aouirre,  25  years;  bom  in  the  United  States:  captured  by  a 
Spanish  gunboat  July  10, 1896;  case  pending  before  civil  court  of  Jaruoo;  oonfined 
in  Cabana  fort:  charge  of  rebellion. 

39.  Samuel  T.Tolon,  45  years;  native  of  Cnba;  naturalised  1878;  arrested  on 
board  American  steamer  Seneca  September  3, 1896;  inoomunioado  twenty«two  days; 
eharged  with  being  a  delegate  to  the  Cuban  Junta;  released  and  deported  Septem- 
ber  30, 1896;  went  to  New  York. 

40.  Oscar  Cespedes,  20  years;  native  of  Key  West;  captured  without  arms  in 
insurgent  hospital  near  Zapata  swamp  about  September  5, 1896,  imprisoned  at  San 
Sevenno  fort,  Matanzas;  question  of  competency  between  military  and  ctvil  Juris- 
diction decided  in  favor  of  military ;  case  pending. 

41.  Francisco  £.  Cazanab,  arrested  as  suspect  at  Matansas  October  14,  1^96; 
released  October  16, 1896. 

42.  Alfredo  Hernandez,  44  years ;  native  of  Matanzas ;  naturalized  1876 :  arrested 
at  his  house  at  Habana  September  6, 1896;  suspicion  of  being  oonoemed  in  the  inanr- 
rection;  expelled  September  23,  1896;  went  to  Key  West. 

43.  Antonio  Suarez  Del  Yillar,  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized;  arrested  at  Cien- 
fbegos  September  5, 1896 1  charged  with  purchase  and  concealing  of  arms  and  amnin- 
nition;  case  sent  to  cItiI  Jurisdiction  December  23,1896;  in  prison  at  Oienfoegos; 
ease  pending. 

44.  Jose  Curbino.  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized;  arrested  at  Rinoon,  September 
18, 1896:  snrrenderea  to  military  authorities  without  arms;  released  and  is  residing 
at  Santiago  de  las  Vegas. 

45.  Joseph  Austin  Munoz,  native  of  New  Orleans ;  arrested  at  Matanzas  Septem> 
ber  18, 1896;  released  September  19:  claimed  that  arrest  was  by  mistake. 

46.  Ramon  Rodriguez,  native  oi  Cuba;  naturalized;  arrested  September  20, 1S96, 
upon  requisition  from  governor  of  Matanzas;  had  been  in  insnrreotion ;  surrendered 
and  failed  to  report  regularly;  sent  to  Cardena  and  released. 

47.  Esteben  Yenero,  22  years;  native  of  Cuba;  natnralized  1895;  arrested  at 
Los  Palos  (Habana  province)  abont  September  22, 1896;  charges  not  stated:  Cap- 
tain-General asked  for  evidence  of  American  citizenship  on  December  9,  whion  was 
sent  him;  oasepending  cognizance  of  military  or  civil  Jurisdiction. 

48.  Adolfo  Torres,  native  of  Cuba;  naturalized:  arrested  October  4  at  8agua: 
charges  not  stated;  release  ordered  November  23, 1896,  question  of  competency  not 
established ;  released  November  26,  officer  remarking  "  we  have  no  charges  against 
yon." 

49.  Esteben  Cespedes  (colored),  bom  in  Cuba;  natnralized  Roy  West,  fl891; 
arrested  October  13^  1896,  eharged  with  nanignismo  (voodoo) ;  expelled  November  7, 
and  went  to  Key  West. 

50.  RA3I0N  Crugkt,  48  years;  bom  in  Cuba;  naturalized  1873;  arrested  In  Colon 
November  1, 1896;  charges,  public  censure  of  acts  of  Spanish  Government;  released 
December  18,  1896;  no  grounds  of  complaint. 

51.  Louis  Lay,  18  years;  native  of  Cuba,  of  American  parents:  arrested  Novem- 
ber 9,  1896,  during  a  raid  upon  a  social  club  in  Regla;  oonfinea  in  Cabana  fort; 
case  ordered  to  be  transferred  to  civil  court  at  Gnanabacoa,  December  23;  chargee, 
aiding  rebellion.    Released  January  15,  1897, 

52.  JosB  Gonzalez,  63  years;  native  of  Bejucal,  Cuba;  natnralized  1882;  arrested 
at  Las  Mangas  November  10,  1896,  taken  to  prison  at  Pinar  del  Rio;  ohargea  not  yet 
made  known  to  consulate-general,  Habana. 

53.  Throdorb  L.  VnrES,  native  of  Cienfnegos;  naturalized  1891:  arrested  NoTom- 
ber  19, 1896;  charges,  first  disorderly  conilnot  and  then  insults  to  Spain;  eosepend^ 
lag  oo^ '  *  -^itaty  or  civil  Jurisdiction ;  is  confined  In  JalL 
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54«  Henbt  J.  DxLGADO;  natiye  of  the  United  States;  captured  about  December 
10, 1896,  at  an  insnrgent  hospital  in  Pinar  del  Rio  proyince,  lUfter  having  been  ten 
weeks  in  a  hot  siok;  sent  to  Havana  to  Cabana  fort;  removed  to  hospital  December 
2S,  1896.  where,  our  consnl-ffeneral  reports,  he  received  best  medical  attention; 
died  in  hospital  January  19,  lB97. 

55.  GasparA.  Bktancourt,  63  years :  native  of  Cnba;  uatnralized  1877 ;  arrested 
December  26, 1896,  confined  at  police  headquarters  incommunicado,  charged  with 
sedition. 

56.  Fbrnando  Pmo  HsRNAXDBZ,  19  years  (colored) ;  native  of  Key  West;  charged 
with  nanignismo  (voodoo);  ordered  to  be  expelled  December  30. 1896;  will  be  sent 
to  Key  West. 

57.  Amado  Pino  Hernandez,  21  years ;  brother  of  the  above :  same  as  above. 

58.  Jose  Antonio  Iznaoa,  native  of  Cuha;  naturalized;  expelled  in  August,  1896; 
no  report. 

59.  August  Bolton,  naturalized  1893. 

60.  GusTAVE  Richelieu,  naturalized  1870;  taken  in  a  boat  near  Santiago  de  Cnba 
about  February  23, 1896;  released  from  prison  about  March  1, 1896;  subsequently 
rearrested  and  recommitted  for  leaving  Guantanamo  without  permission;  consul 
considers  second  arrest  an  excuse  for  detention ;  release  granted  shortly  after. 

61.  Frank  Agramont,  and  62,  Thos.  Julio  Sainz,  arrested  with  arms  in  their 
hands.  May,  1895;  charffc,  rebellion;  to  be  tried  for  armed  insurrection  against  the 
Government :  Santiago  de  Cnba. 

63.  John  D.  Ferrer,  no  evidence  against  him;  released  March  23,  1896;  natural- 
ized at  New  York,  1878. 

64.  Pedro  Duarte;  65,  Jorge  Calvar,  and  66,  Ramon  Romagosa,  arrested  at 
Manzanillo  for  alleged  conspiracy  in  insurrection ;  expelled  August  11,  1896. 

67.  Donald  B.  Dodge  or  F.  M.  Boyle,  arrested  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  August  2, 
1895;  charge  rebellion;  (consul  thinks  his  mind  unbalanced;)  released  August  31, 
1895,  and  sailed  for  the  United  States;  native  of  New  York. 

68.  Bert  8.  Skiller,  arrested  at  La  Caleta,  in  open  boat,  April  28,  1896;  released 
at  Baracoa  September  3, 1896. 

69.  Manuel  Comas,  arrested  October  25, 1895,  and  released. 

70.  Alfred  Laborde,  native;  arrested  on  steamer  Competitor  April  25,  1896; 
charge,  landing  arms  for  insurgents;  confined  in  Cabana  fortress;  condemned  to 
death  May  8;  order  suspended;  new  trial  opened  May  11, 1896. 

71.  William  Gildea,  naturalized;  same  as  above. 

72.  Ona  Mrlton,  native;  same  as  above. 

73.  Charles  Barnett,  native;  supposed  to  be  one  of  Competitor  crew;  captured 
on  land :  same  as  above. 

74.  WILLIAM  Leayitt,  British  subject;  supposed  to  be  one  of  Comj?«lt tor  crew; 
captured  on  land;  same  as  above. 


IAbI  cfnmoBpaper  war  oarrespondeniB  toho  have  been  expelled  from  the  islands 

William  Mannix,  native  of  United  States ;  expelled  as  a  dangerous  alien,  etc., 
February  11, 1896. 

Stlvestrr  Scovel,  World,  native  of  United  States;  reported  that  he  had  arrived 
from  insurgent  lines,  and  it  was  intended  to  deport  him  in  January;  reported  Jan- 
uary 20  that  he  had  returned  to  insurgent  lines. 

Charles  Miciielson  and  Lorenzo  Betancoukt,  correspondent  and  interpreter 
of  New  York  Jonnial;  arrested  February  25;  confined  in  Morro  Castle;  released  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1896;  charged  with  having  communicated  with  insurgents  by  passing 
through  Spanish  lines  at  Marianco,  etc. 

Klbert  Rappleye,  Mail  and  Express ;  expelled  March  26, 1896,  for  sending  news 
to  bis  paper  which  was  false  and  disparaging  to  the  authorities  in  the  island. 

Jambs  Creslman,  World,  born  in  Canada;  expelled  May  5,  1896,  for  sending  to 
paper  false  reports  touching  the  insurrection. 

F.  W.  Lawrence,  Journal,  bom  in  the  United  States ;  expelled  May  5, 1896,  same 
cause  as  above. 

William  O.  Gat,  World;  native  of  New  York.  Expelled  June  27;  went  to  New 
York. 

TnoMAS  J.  Dawlby,  war  correspondent;  native  of  New  York.  Arrested  several 
times  between  March  z4, 1896,  and  July  3,  on  suspicion:  charges,  ''taking  views  of 
forts  and  consniring  to  blow  np  same  with  dynamite;''  coumied  thirteen  days  in 
Moiro;  releasea. 
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GASP  Alt  A.  BETANCOUET, 


MESSAGE 

FROM  THB 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

TRAN8MITTIKQ, 

IK  RBSPON8S  TO  8SNATB  RESOLUTION  OF  FBBRUART  4,  1897,  A 
RBPORT  OF  THB  8BCRETART  OF  STATU,  StTBMITTINO  CORRE- 
SFOnrDBHCE  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ARREST  AND  DETENTION  OF 
OA8PAR  A.  BETANCOURT,  A  CITIZEN  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
BTT  THE  SPANISH  AUTHORITIES  IN  CUBA. 


FxBRUAJiT  11, 1897.-— Beforred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and  ordered 

to  lie  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Pebrnary  4,  1897, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  sabinittiug  copies 
of  correspondence  relative  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Gaspar  A. 
Betanconrty  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Spanish  author- 
ities in  Cnba. 

Gbovbr  Oleyeland. 
ExEOUTiYE  Mansion, 

Washington^  February  11^  1897. 


The  Pbesidbnt: 

In  response  to  the  resolntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of 
February  4, 1897,  reading  as  follows: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  President  is  requested,  if  it  is  not  in  his  opinion  incompatible 
with  the  pnblic  interest,  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  Gaspar  Betnnconrt,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  is  held  in  prison  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba,  and  the 
gronnda  of  the  arrest  and  detention ;  and  that  he  will  also  inform  the  Senate  whether 
the  release  of  said  Betancourt  has  been  demanded,  and  when  and  how  often  such 
demand  has  been  repeated,  and  what  answer  has  been  made  to  the  same — 

the  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  correspondence 
relating  to  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  its  transmission  to  the  Senate  if 
deemed  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interests. 
BespectfuUy  subnc  itted. 

BlOHABD  Olney. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  10^  1897. 
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TMi  ofpapen  relative  to  the  arreetand  deteniion  of  Gaepar  A,  Betancourt^  a  dtUem  of  the 

United  States,  in  Cuba, 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockbill,  telegranii  December  28, 1896. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  No.  276,  December  30,  1896. 
Mr.  Rookbill  to  Mr.  Lee,  telegram,  January  2,  1897. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee,  No.  196,  Janaary  2, 1897. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockbill,  telegram,  January  4,  1897. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockbill,  No.  286,  January  6,  1897. 
Mr.  Rockbill  to  Mr.  Lee,  telegram,  January  15, 1897. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockbill,  No.  306,  January  16, 1897. 
Mr.  Rockbill  to  Mr.  Lee,  telegram,  January  19, 1897. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockbill,  telegram,  January  19,  1897. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockbill,  telegram,  January  22, 1897. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockbill,  No.  329,  January  30, 1897. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee,  telegram,  February  2, 1897. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rookbill,  telegram,  February  5, 1897. 
Mr.  Rockbill  to  Mr.  Lee,  telegram,  February  9,  1897. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockbill,  telegram,  February  9, 1897. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhilL 

[Telegnun.] 

Habana,  December  28^  1896. 

Oaspar  A.  Betanconrt,  American  citizen,  arrested  and  incomunicado. 
Oharges  unknown. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  BocJchilU 

No.  276.]  United  States  Consulatb-General, 

Hdbanaj  December  30 j  1896. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  confirm  my  telegram  to  the  Department  of 
the  28th  instant.  •  •  •  Under  the  same  date  I  asked  the  Acting 
Governor-General  to  give  me  the  reasons  for  the  arrest  of  Mr,  Betan* 
court. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul-  Generiil. 


Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee. 

[Telegnun.] 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  ^,  1897. 

See  that  Betanconrt  well  treated  and  case  speedily  investigated.    His 
age  entitles  him  to  consideration.    Gable  result. 

ROOKHILL. 


Mr.  RocJehill  to  Mr.  Lee, 
No.  196.]  Depautment  op  State, 

Washington^  January  2y  1697. 
Sib:  I  append  for  confirmation  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  from 
you  on  the  28th  ultimo.    You  are  instructed  to  take,  on  behalf  of  Gaspar 
A.  Betanconrt,  the  usual  steps  in  cases  of  arrest  of  American  citizens, 
I  am,  etOi 

W.  W.  BooKHUX. 
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Afr.  Lee  to  Mr,  RockhiU. 

(Telognn.) 

Habana,  January  4 J 1897. 

Had  already  taken  steps  Betanconrt  case.    Hoi)e  to  arrange  release 
and  departure  from  island  in  few  days. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RoeJchilL 
So.  286.]  United  States  ConsulatbGekbral, 

Ilahanay  January  6*,  1897. 

Sir  :  Witli  reference  to  my  dispatch  No.  276,  of  the  30th  December, 
last,  relatiye  to  the  arrest  of  the  American  citizen,  Dr.  Caspar  A. 
Betancoart,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  translation  of  a  com- 
muDication  received  from  the  Oaptain  and  Ooveruor-Oeneral  of  this 
island  in  answer  to  mine  invoking  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Betanconrt  the 
rights  to  which  he  is  entitled  nnder  the  treaty  of  1795  and  protocol  of 
12tb  January,  1877.  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  and  also 
that  the  qnestion  be  solved  by  expelling  from  this  island  the  said 
American  citizen.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  Oaptain-General  states 
that  there  being  sufficient  reasons  for  the  proper  courts  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  Betancourt's  case,  the  proceedings  have  been  referred  to  the 
ordinary  civil  courts  of  justice,  considering  his  condition  of  an  American 
citizen. 

I  am,  eta,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- Oenerah 


(Iiiolo«QT«  1  with  Ko.  286.~Ti«nslAtloii.] 
OsinCRAL  GOVRRNMSNT  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  CCBA. 

In  answer  to  yoar  ooortoous  notes  of  the  28th  and  3 let  ultimo  and  4th  instant, 
relative  to  the  American  citizen  Mr«  Gaspar  A.  Betanconrt,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
yon,  that  in  Tiew  of  the  reports  received  by  this  Government  and  of  gnbernative  pro- 
ceedings having  been  initiatod  against  htm  and  others  on  the  charge  of  sedition, 
and  resulting  from  the  said  proceedings  that  there  are  sufficient  reasons  for  the  proper 
oonrta  to  take  cognizance oi  the  same,  said  proceedings  have  been  referred,  as  regards 
Betanconrt,  to  the  ordinary  courts  of  Justice,  considering  his  condition  of  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

God  guard  yon  many  years. 

VAX.ERIA2CO  WBTUEB. 

Habaha,  January  5, 1897. 

TIm  Coasvi^GxifXRAL  of  Tmi  UNrn&D  8tatk& 


Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee. 

[Telegram.] 

Department  op  State, 
•  Wa^hington^  January  15,  1897. 

In  the  case  Oaspar  A.  Betanconrt  insist  that  charges  be  immediately 
communicated  to  you  or  man  released* 

ROOEHILL. 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RocJchill. 
No.  306.] 

Habana,  January  16, 1897. 

I  have  the  honor  to  confirm  the  following  telegram  from  you  reading : 
[See  telegram  of  January  15]. 

In  compliance  therewith  I  addressed  at  once  a  communication  to  the 
Governor  and  Captain-General,  and  as  soon  as  an  answer  is.received  I 
will  transmit  it  to  you. 

I  am,  etc.,  FiTZHuaH  Lee. 

Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee. 

[Telegram.] 

Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washingtonj  January  19, 1897. 

Gable  reply  to  Department's  cable  instruction  15th  January. 

BOOKHILL. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockMll. 

[Telegram.] 

Asked  for  information  from  the  Captain-General  on  16th  to  reply  to 
dispatch  of  that  date.  I  have  received  no  response  to  communication. 
Captain-General  left  this  morning  with  column  troops  to  proceed 
easterly  direction  Matanzas.  Will  demand  to-day  from  the  Acting 
Captain-General  reply  to  unanswered  communication.  If  I  do  not 
promptly  receive  answer,  will  notify  Department. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RocJchill. 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  January  22j  1897. 

Have  not  succeeded  in  getting  any  reply  from  Captain  or  Acting 
Captain-General  in  reference  to  the  charges  against  the  person  named 
in  your  dispatch  of  15th.    Shall  I  demand  his  releaset 

Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RocJchill. 
No.  329.] 

Habana,  January  30j  1897. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  I  visited  the  jail  in  this  city 
and  found  there  Dr.  Gaspar  A.  Betancourt,  who  has  now  been  in  con- 
finement about  thirty-three  days.  As  reported,  this  gentleman  was 
kept  in  solitary  confinement,  or  in^^omunicado,  as  is  called,  for  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  hours,  when  first  imprisoned,  contrary  to  the 
treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  which  prescribes  seventy- 
two  hours  as  the  limit. 

I  have  duly  made  protests  in  this  caBe,  as  in  that  of  others,  bnt  no 
attention  has  been  paid  to  such  protests  by  the  authorities  here.    This 


GA8PAR  A.  BKTaNCOUBT.  253 

is  the  perflon  referred  to  iu  your  telegram  of  the  15th  instanty  in  which 
yoa  dire(tt  mo  to  insist  that  the  charges  against  him  bo  made  knowii  or 
release  be  demanded.  In  compliance  therewith  I  addressed  at  once  a 
commnnicatioQ  to  the  Governor  and  Gaptiun-Geueral,  to  which  no 
reply  has  yet  been  received,  notwithstanding  my  having  again  called 
the  attention  of  the  Acting  Oaptaio-General  to  said  commanication. 

On  the  22d  instant  I  telegraphed  to  the  Department,  reporting  that 
no  reply  to  my  commanication  asking  for  said  charges  had  been  received. 
and  asking  if  I  should  proceed  in  demanding  release.  I  have  obtained 
no  answer  from  the  Departnient  to  date. 

I  am,  etc.,  FiTZHuaH  Leis. 


Mr.  EoeJtkill  to  Mr.  Lee. 


ITdegram.] 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  2y  1897. 

Understand  Betancoort^s  case  plainly  one  mistaken  identity.    Gan 
nothing  be  donet 

BOOKHILL. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhilU 

ITelegnun.] 

Habana,  February  5, 1897. 

Betanconrt  and  Eva  Adan  will  be  released.    Previous  order  for  lat- 
ter's  release  said  to  have  miscarried. 


ilfr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPABTMEmr  OP  State, 

Waehingtonj  February  5, 1897. 

Beferring  your  cablegram  5th  instant,  are  Betanconrt  and  Eva  Adan 
released! 

BOOKHILL. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhiU. 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  9y  1897. 

Both  Betanconrt  and  Eva  Adan  at  liberty. 

Lee* 
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MESSAGE 

VBOM  THB 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

nUMSMlTTINa, 

or  RBSPOirSB  TO  BBNATB  RBSOXiUTZON  OF  FBBRUART  2,  1897, 
RBPORT  FROM  THS  SBCRBTART  OF  8TATB  RBLATIVB  TO  THB 
KQiUHa  OF  SBOXTiroO  N.  LOPBZ,  SON  OF  M.  F.  LOPBZ,  AT  BAQUA 
IiA  ORANDB,  IN  CX7BA. 


Fbbscabt  11, 1807.^BeftfT«d  to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Belationa  ftnd  ordeied  to 

be  printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  (he  United  Btatee: 

In  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Febmary  2, 1897, 1 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the  killing  of 
Segondo  N.  Lopez,  sou  of  M.  F.  Lopez,  at  Sagua  la  Grande,  in  Cuba. 

Gboyeb  Cleveland. 
Executive  Mansion, 

Washingtonj  February  11^  1897. 


The  Pbesibent: 

Beferring  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  Feb- 
ruary 2, 1897,  in  the  terms  following — 

JResolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  bo  reqneeted  to  send  to  the  Senate  any  infor- 
niation  that  he  may  have  in  regard  to  the  kiliiDg.  by  Spanish  soldiers,  of  the  son  of 
M.  F.  Lox>ez,  an  Amerioan  citizen,  at  Sagua  la  Grande,  in  Cuba,  and  any  report  or 
letter  from  the  American  consul  at  that  point  relating  to  the  subject— 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  with  a  view  to  its  trans- 
mission to  the  Senate  if  deemed  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interests. 

It  is  claimed  that  Segundo  N.  Lopez,  son  of  M.  F.  Lopez  and  a  native 
of  Cuba,  was  an  American  citizen — a  claim  which  is  supported  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  registered  as  such  by  the  United  States  consul  at 
Cleufuegos.  On  the  other  hand,  his  name  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
register  of  American  citizens  kept  by  the  consul-general  at  Habana. 
The  ex  parte  evidence  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  tends  to 
show  that  Lopez,  in  the  middle  of  April  last,  was  visiting  relatives  in  a 
district  of  Ouba  which  he  had  been  accustomed  to  firequent  as  an  agent 
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and  interpreter  of  American  buyers  of  tobacco  for  export;  that  lie  was 
not  connected  with  the  insurrection;  that  on  the  11th  of  said  April  he 
was  arrested  by  Spanish  troops,  being  at  the  time  wholly  unarmed; 
that  on  being  asked  who  he  was  by  the  officer  in  command,  he  at  first 
replied  that  he  was  a  ^'pacifico,"  and  presently  declared  that  he  was  an 
American  citizen  and  produced  papers  which  the  officers  looked  at  and 
returned  to  him;  and  that  within  a  short  time  thereafter  he  was  killed 
by  the  troops  either  by  or  without  orders  on  the  part  of  the  officer  in 
command,  but  so  far  as  known  without  charges,  process,  or  trial  of 
any  sort. 

The  above  brief  summary  of  evidence  on  file  in  the  Department  is 
submitted  because  the  same  was  communicated  in  strict  confidence  and 
on  the  express  understanding  that  no  clew  should  be  given  to  the 
identity  of  the  witness. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  evidence  above  referred  to  the  consul-gen- 
eral of  the  United  States  at  Habana  was  instructed,  August  21, 189(), 
to  call  upon  the  Captain-General  of  Ouba  for  an  investigation  of  the 
facts  respecting  the  death  of  Lopez,  and  for  due  punishment  of  nil  per- 
sons criminally  connected  therewith.  The  Captain-General  promptly 
acceded  to  the  request  for  an  examination,  and  stated  that  the  results 
when  reached  would  be  reported  to  this  Government.  Thus  far,  bow- 
ever,  no  report  on  the  subject  has  been  received,  thQ  last  communica- 
tion from  the  office  of  the  Captain-General  being  to  the  effect  that  the 
inquiry  was  still  pending,  so  that  no  definite  conclusion  could  be  given. 

[Notice  of  a  demand  by  the  father  of  Lopez  for  indemnity  for  the  inja 
ries  sustained  by  him  through  the  death  of  his  son  has  been  duly 
presented  to  the  Spanish  Government  through  our  minister  at  Madrid. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  11, 1897, 
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MESSAGE 

FROM  TUB 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TRAN8MITTIN0, 

V  RBBPON8IS  TO  8BNATB  RBSOLUTION  OF  FBBRUART  24,  1897, 
A  RBPORT  FROM  THE  8ECRBTAR7  OF  STATE.  COVBRINO  COP- 
IBS  OF  THE  CORRESPONDENCE  AND  REPORTS  OF  THE  CONSUL- 
OBUBRAL  OF  THE  UNITEO  STATES  AT  HABANA  RELATING  TO 
AZfl.  AMERICAN  CITIZENS  NOMT  IN  PRISON  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF 
CUBA  NOT  PRBVIOUSLT  REPORTED  ON. 


Mabcb  ly  1897. — ^Beferred  to  th«  Cominittoe  on  Foreign  Relations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


To  the  Senate: 

In  response  to  the  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I 
tensmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  covering  copies 
of  the  correspondence  and  reports  of  the  consul-general  of  the  Uuited 
States  at  Habana  relatiug  to  all  American  citizens  now  in  prison  iu  the 
Island  of  Caba  not  previoasly  reported  on. 

(jBoyeb  Cleveland. 
ExBCUTiVB  Mansion, 

Washington^  March  i,  1697. 


The  Pbesident: 

The  undersigned  Secretary  of  State,  having  received  a  resolution 
passed  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  24th  ultimo,  in  the 
foUowiug  words — 

I  Be»olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit 
to  the  Senate  either  iu  open  or  secret  session  as  he  may  prefer,  all  the  correspondence 

'  and  reports  of  the  consul-general  of  the  United  states  at  Habana  relating  to  all 
American  citizens  now  in  prison  in  the  Islund  of  Cuba  not  previously  reported  on, 

has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  a  report  covering  the  corre- 
spondence requested  in  said  resolution,  to  the  end  that,  if  in  the  Pres- 
ident's judgment  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  the  same 
be  transmitted  to  the  Senate  iu  response  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

EiOHAKD  Olney. 
Department  of  State, 

Washington.  March  1. 1897. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

ARKEST  OF   SYLVESTER  SCOVKL, 

1.  TtilegraiDy  Mr.  Loe  to  Mr.  Rookhill,  February  6.  1897. 

2.  Telegram,  Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Lee,  February  7,  1897. 

3.  Telegram,  Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee,  February  7,  1897. 

4.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney,  February  7,  1897. 

5.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  8, 1897. 

6.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  8,  1897. 

7.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhilL  February  9,  1897. 

8.  No.  339,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  10,  1897. 

9.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  11,  1897* 
10.  No.  U9,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  13, 1897. 
IJ.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  16,  1897. 
12.  No.  354,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhiU,  February  16,  1897. 
18.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lea  to  Mr.  Rockliill,  February  19, 1897. 

ARREST  OF  CHARLES  SCOTT. 

1.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  9, 1897, 

2.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  20,  1897. 

3.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney,  February  23,  1897. 

4.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney,  February  23, 1897. 

5.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney,  February  23,  1897. 

ARREST  OF  F.  J.   CAZA^AS. 

1.  Telegram,  Bir.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney,  February  17,  1897. 

2.  Telegram,  Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee,  February  23,  1897. 

3.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  24,  1897. 

4.  Telegram,  Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee,  February  25,  1897. 

5.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  25,  1897. 

6.  Telegram,  Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee,  February  26,  1897. 

7.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  26,  1897. 

8.  Telegram,  Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  February  27,  1897. 


Arrest  of  Sylvester  Soovei.. 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Eockhill. 

[Telegram.] 

Babana,  Fehniary  6^  1897. 

Sylvester  Scovel,  World  correspondent,  arre^ited  yesterday,  Tuiiaii^. 
Santa  Clara  province. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Lee. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtoriy  February  7, 1S97. 

See  that  all  ScovePs  rights  as  American  citizen  are  protected.   Report 
facts. 
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Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr,  Lee, 

[TelegrMD.] 

Dbparthent  of  Statb, 

Wtuhingtonj  February  7, 1897. 

In  case  Scovel  ase  every  exertion;  nosnmmary  action  taken.  Oreat 
fear  is  entertained  by  friends  on  account  previous  expulsion  from 
island.  Endeavor  to  have  prisoner  brought  Habana  or  nearest  United 
States  consulate. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Habana,  February  7, 1897. 

Boovel  will  be  sent  here;  think  he  was  returning  from  an  interview 
insurgent  commander  in  chief.    He  is  a  splendid  scout. 


Leb. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill. 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  8, 1897. 

Expect  Scovel  hereon  Friday;  do  not  anticipate  serious  trouble  in 
his  case. 

Lbb. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill. 

[T«legr»in.] 

Habana,  February  8, 1897. 

jQRt  seen  acting  captain-general.  Scovel  arrested  on  railroad  between 
Saucti  Spiritus  and  Tunas,  dauta  Clara  Province,  coming  from  insurgent 
camp.  It  is  supposed  he  had  criminating  papers,  which  gives  case  more 
serious  aspect.  May  have  to  be  tried  Sancti  Spiritus.  Am  trying  to 
get  him  sent  here.  Acting  captain-general  promises  to  do  what  he  can 
in  that  direction. 

Leb. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill. 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  9, 1897. 

Seovel's  case  has  passed  to  civil  jurisdiction  Sancti  Spiritus.  Act- 
ing captain-general  says  he  no  longer  has  authority  over  it.  Will  send 
special  messenger  there,  and  will  arrange  to  see  that  Article  lY  proto* 
col  be  strictly  complied  with. 

Leb. 
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Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  BockhilL 

No.  339.]  United  States  GonsulateGenebal, 

Eabana^  February  10^  1897. 

Sib  :  As  supplementary  to  my  previous  dispatch  numbered  338,  of 
yesterday's  date,  confirming,  among  others,  six  telegrams  relative  to  the 
arrest  of  Sylvester  Scovel,  an  American  correspondent,  near  Toiias,  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  my  communication  to  the  ac^ 
ing  captain-general  asking  that  Scovel  be  brought  to  Habana,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  telegraphic  instruction  of  the  Department,  and  his 
answer  thereto  to  the  effect  that  ScovePs  case  had  been  referred  to  the 
civil  courts  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  and  protocol.  Consequently 
I  have  addressed  a  note  to  the  judge  of  Sancti  Spiritus  having  cognizance 
of  the  case,  asking  that  article  4  of  the  protocol  of  1877  be  strictly  com- 
plied with.    I  have  made  the  same  request  to  the  acting  captain-general. 

To-morrow  morning  a  delegate  from  me  will  leave  for  Sancti  Spiritus, 
accompanied  by  a  competent  lawyer,  to  prepare  Scovel's  defense  and 
see  that  his  rights  are  protected.  I  will  advise  the  Department  as  soon 
as  any  further  step  is  taken  in  the  case. 

I  am,  eto.|  FiiZHuaH  Lss. 

[Xnclosnre  1  In  Ko.  SSt.] 

Mr,  Lee  to  Acting  Captain- General  of  Cuba. 

United  States  CoNSULATS-GKinERALi 

Habana,  February  8, 1897. 

Excellenct  :  I  haY«  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Sylveeter  Sooyel,  an  Ameri- 
can correspondent,  has  been  ai;rested  at  Tunas,  province  of  Santa  Clara.  ^  In  com- 
pliance with  instructions  from  my  Government,  I  beg  your  excellency  wUl  please 
instruct  the  military  commandant  of  said  place,  or  General  Luque  at  Sancti  Spiritus, 
or  whatever  officer  it  may  correspond^  to  the  end  that  Mr.  Scovel  be  brought  to  this 
capital  at  the  earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  eto.,  Fitzhuqh  IjSx. 

[iBolotnre  2  In  Ko.  tS8.] 
Acting  Captain- General  to  Mr,  Lee, 

[TniiiBlation.] 

Army  of  the  Island  op  CuBAy 

Captaincg-Generat,  Stqf, 

General  Luque  informs  me  by  cablegram  of  the  5th  instant  that  an  American  oiti- 
sen,  who  said  his  name  was  Scovel,  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  civil  juris- 
diction ;  that  the  said  person  was  arrested  on  the  railroad  track  coming  from  the 
insurgent  camp,  and  is  supposed  to  be  the  same  one  referred  to  by  von  in  yonr  oom- 
mnnication  of  to-day.  Consequentlyi  he  is  now  beyond  my  authority. 
I  am,  etc., 

Ki  Marques  de  Abumada. 
Habana,  8  February ^  1897, 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  BockhilL 

[Telegram.] 

IlABANA,  February  11^  1897. 

Scovel  in  well-ventilated  cell,  good  food,  and  bed  at  Sancti  SpiritnB. 
Treaty  rights  have  been  respected.  Is  in  hands  civil  jarisdioUoii.  I 
have  sent  messenger  to  report  case. 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill, 
No.  349.]  United  States  Consulate- General, 

Habana^  February  13y  1897. 

Sib  :  I  ImTe  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received 
from  Mr.  Sylvester  Scovel,  a  correspondent  of  the  New  York  World, 
recently  arrested,  and  now  in  prison  of  Sancti  Bpiritns. 
I  am,  etCy 

Fitzhugh  Lee. 


(iDdomra  ia  No,  849.] 
Mr.  S^lveiier  Scovel  to  Mr.  Lm. 

Carckl  ok  Sanoti  Spiritus, 

Santa  Clara^  Cuba,  February  8, 18S7. 

I>KAR  Gbnxbal:  I  hare  had  the  misfortune  to  be  without  a  military  pass  and  was 
apprehended  and  am  now  in  prison  for  tliat  reason.  I  wished  to  return  to  Habana 
and  boarded  the  train  for  Tunas  at  the  way  station  of  Zaxa.  Tlie  lieutenant  of  the 
niArdia  eivil  guarding  the  train  had  been  instructed  by  General  Lnque  to  look  out 
for  an  "Ingles''  without  papers.  He  saw  me,  and  as  I  unfortunately  came  under 
that  categoi^y  he  took  me  into  oustodv  and  later  into  Jail.  I  cabled  you  the  same 
night  on  arriving  at  Tunas  (February  6)  by  permission  of  the  very  gentlemanly  com- 
mandante  of  the  port,  but  have  received  no  answer. 

Rafael  Madrigal,  the  United  States  representative  here,  has  also  cabled  and  has 
done  eveiything  possible  for  my  comfort.  He  should  receive  his  credentials  as  soon 
as  possible.    He  is  a  good  man.    All  speak  well  of  him. 

I  have  been  well  treiated  and  haye  now  a  well-ventilated  cell,  a  bed,  and  good  food. 
Who  eonld  want  more— in  prison  f 

Ajb  I  don't  see  just  how  I  have  violated  Spanish  civil  law,  and  as  my  case  has  been 
handed  over  to  eivil  Jurisdiction,  I  can't  quite  "figure  out"  what  crime  I  have 
eommitted. 

I  made  my  declaration  to  the  "Judge  of  the  first  instance"  yesterday  afternoon, 
and  he  courteously  immediately  put  me  "in  communication,"  so  my  rights  have  so 
far  been  respected,  I  fancy. 

I  frankly  told  the  Judge  that  I  had  gone  into  the  field  without  let  nor  hindrance 
from  any  authority  m  the  performance  of  my  legitimate  duties  as  war  correspondent, 
and  that  I  had  never  comported  myself  in  any  other  manner. 

I  feel  sore  of  your  help.    Bemember  me  most  kindly  to  your  family,  and  believe 

Yours,  respectfully,  Stlysbter  Scovkl. 

Kindly  aeknowledge  receipt* 

SCOVKL. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  RockhilL 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  16,  1897. 

Scovers  cell  Sancti  Bpiritns  large,  clean ;  is  provided  with  all  comforts; 
more  comfortable  there  than  would  be  here ;  do  not  recommend  his  trans- 
fer DOW.  Charged,  first,  rebellion  for  travelling  in  the  country  without 
military  pass;  second,  possessing  false  pass;  third,  obtaining  same; 
fourth,  making  use  of  same.  Preliminary  proceedings  closed;  date 
trial  not  fixed;  no  papers  found  on  him;  except  notes  eulogistic  Spanish 
fK)ldier« 

Lee. 


262  AMERICAN   CITIZENS   IN   PRISON    IN  CUBA. 

Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  Rockhill, 

No.  354.]  United  States  Consulate-Genebai,, 

Habana,  February  16^  1697. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegram 
received  from  Tunas  de  Zaza,  the  cable  station  of  Sancti  Bpiritos, 
referring  to  the  case  of  ScoveL 

I  am,  etc^  FiTZHuaH  Lee, 

Consul-Oeneral, 


[Xncloenre  No.  35i.] 
(Telegmn.— TnmaUtkm.] 

TuKAS  DK  Zaza.    (Received  Habanft,  Febraary  15, 1897.) 

Lbs,  dmiul-Omeral,  Hdbana : 

Scovel  treated  like  a  king;  hia  cell  in  Jail  ample  and  clean ;  conaolar  agent  Mad- 
rigal providing  him  with  all  comforts;  anthorities  coorteous;  preliminary  proceed- 
ines  conclnded;  charges:  First,  rebellion,  for  traveling  in  the  country  withoat  a 
muitary  pass;  he  attempted  no  act  of  rebellion;  second,  possessing  a  false  cedula; 
third,  obtaining  same;  fonrtb,  making  nse  of  same.  First  ciiarge  preferred  in  the 
bando,  declaring  state  of  war.  Preliminary  proceedings.  Leave  iTiday  for  Santa 
Clara.  Scovel  will  remain  here  antil  date  of  trial  is  designated.  I  will  arrive  at 
Santa  Clara  to-morrow  to  activate  matter,  and  thence  by  train  to  Habana.  Only 
notes  eulogizing  the  Spanish  soldier  were  found  on  ScoveL  I  forward  leporta  and 
doonmente,  through  Madrigal,  by  steamer  leaving  to-night. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  BocihilU 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  19j  1697. 

Competent  lawyer  obtained  of  Santa  Clara  to  defend  Bcovel,  who  will 
remain  at  Sancti  Spiritos  until  trial  Santa  Olura.    Date  not  yet  fixed. 


Abbbst  of  Chablbs  Soott. 
Mr,  Lee  to  Mr,  BockhUL 

[Telegmn.] 

Habana,  February  P,  1897. 

Charles  Scott,  American   citizen,  arrested   Eegla   this  morning; 
charges  not  yet  known. 


Mr»  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhilL 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  Febrttary  20, 1897. 

Charles  Scott,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  arrested  Begla;  no 
charge  given.  Been  without  communication,  jail,  Habana,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  hours.  Can  not  stand  another  Kuiz  murder  and 
have  demanded  his  release.  How  many  war  vessels  Key  West  or 
within  reach,  and  vrill  they  be  ordered  here  at  once  if  necessary  to 
sustain  demand  t 

Leb. 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney, 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  23,  1S97. 

Situation  simple;  experience  at  Gnanabacoa  made  it  my  duty  to 
demand  before  too  late  that  another  American  who  had  been  incomuni- 
ca<lo  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  hours,  be  released  from  said  incomu- 
nicado,  and  did  so  in  courteous  terms.  If  you  8upx)ort  it  and  Scott  is 
so  released  the  trouble  will  terminate.  If  3'ou  do  not  I  must  depart. 
All  others  arrested  with  Scott  have  been  put  in  communication.  Why 
should  only  American  in  lot  not  bef  He  has  been  incomunicado  now 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  hours. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney. 

[Tttlegram.] 

IlAUANA,  February  2.%  1897. 

Denumd  complied  with.    Scott  is  released  from  incomunicado. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney. 

fTelrpram.) 

I  Tab  AN  A,  February  23  y  1897. 

Scott  released  from  incomunicado  to-day  on  demand,  after  fourteen 
days'  solitary  confinemeiit  in  cell  6  feet  by  11 ;  damp;  water  on  bottom 
cell.  Not  allowed  anything  to  sleep  on  or  chair ;  discharges  of  the  body 
removed  once  five  days.  Was  charged  with  having  Cuban  postage 
stamps  in  the  house.  Scott  says  went  always  twelve  hours  without 
water;  once  two  days.    He  was  employee  American  gas  company. 

Lee. 


Arrest  of  F.  J.  OAZA!;fAS 
Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Olney. 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  17^  1897. 

F.  J.  Cazafias,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  arrested  Sagua  13th. 
Report  from  consul  forwarded  by  mail  today.  Proceedings  a  great 
outrage.  Similar  cases  here  and  elsewhere  on  island.  Eedress  can  be 
obtained  here. 

Lee. 


Mr.  rCoofcfiill  to  Mr.  Lee. 

1  Telegram.] 

WASiiiNaTON,  Februani  23, 1897. 

Barker  dispatch,  relative  to  Oazanas  case,  just  received.  Report 
upon  whole  case,  facts  as  to  naturalization  and  citizenship,  and  wliat 
yon  have  done  or  are  preparing  to  do. 

KOOKHILL. 
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Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill. 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  Fehruarf  24, 1897. 

Francis  Gazanas  registered  here  already;  insisted  his  treaty  rights 
should  be  respected.  Captain-Oeneral  replied  two  days  ago.  Facts  in 
case  are  being  ascertained.    Sagna  will  report  result. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee. 

[Telegram.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  25, 1897. 

In  Gazanas  case  you  must  ascertain  and  report  facts  as  to  residence. 

Booj 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RocJchiU. 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  25, 1897. 
Gazanas  resides  Sagna  since  registration  Jiere  1872.    See  my  cable 
yesterday. 

LtER. 


Mr.  BocJchill  to  Mr.  Lee. 

[Telegram.] 

Department  op  State, 

February  26, 1897. 

Gable  copy  entry  in  your   registration  book  concerning  Francis 
Gazanas.    Give  number  of  his  passport. 

BO0KH£LU 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RocJchilL 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  26, 1897. 
Gopy  entry  October,  1872;  number  414;  Francis  J.  Gazanas;  age  31; 
single;  planter;   domiciled  Sagua;    passport  number,  18766;  cedula 
issued  November  5;  number  5441. 

Lkb. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill. 

[Telegram.] 

Habana,  February  27, 1897. 


Gazanas  resided  on  plantation  in  Santa  Clara  Province  until  May 
last;  since  then  resided  in  Sagua;  owns  property  in  New  York. 


55th  Cokgbess,  )  SENATE.  {  Doctjmbnt 

Ut  Session.      ]  \      No.  47. 


GUSTAVE  BICHELIEU  AND  AUGUST  BOLTBN. 


MESSAGE 

FROM   THB 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TRANSMITTINO, 

nf  RSSPONSE  TO  8BNATB  RSSOLTTTION  OF  MARCH  26»  1897. 
A  REPORT  FROM  THB  8BCRSTART  OF  8TATB,  WITH  ACCOM- 
PAJrSHrO  PAPBR8,  RBLATINO  TO  THB  ARRB8T  AND  IMPRIS- 
OHMBHT,  AT  8ANTZAOO  DB  C17B A  OF  THB  AMBRICAN  CITIZBN8 
anSTAVB  RICHBUBU  AND  Anat78T  BOLTBN. 


April  30, 1S97. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  26,  1897, 1 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  accompanying  papers 
relating  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment,  at  Santiago  de  Oaba,  of  the 
American  citizens  Gnstave  Bicheliea  and  August  Bolten. 

William  McKinley. 
BrBOTTriVB  Mansion, 

Washifigton^  April  19^  1897. 


The  Pbbsident  : 

The  undersigned  Secretary  of  State,  in  response  to  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  March  26, 1897,  reading  as  follows: 

That  the  President  be,  and  is  hereby,  requested  to  famish,  if  not  incompatible  with 
the  pablic  interests,  for  the  nse  of  the  Senate,  oopios  of  all  papers,  correspondence, 
diplomatic  or  otherwise,  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State,  relating  to  and  in  con- 
oeetioD  with  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  of  the  American  citi- 
zens and  sailors  Richelieu  and  JBolton,  excepting  so  much  of  tlie  correspondence  as 
is  contained  in  House  of  Representatives  Document  No.  224,  Fifty-fourth  Congress, 
first  session, 

has  the  honor  to  submit  for  transmission  to  the  Senate,  if  not  deemed 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  the  correspondence  on  tile  in 
this  Department  relating  to  the  arrest  and  imx)risonment  of  Gustavo 
Uichelieu  and  August  Bolten. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

John  Sherman. 
Dkpartment  op  State, 

Washington.  April  15,  1697. 
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List  of  papers, 

Mr.  Gordon  to  Mr.  Olney,  Jane  13,  1895. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Gordon,  June  18,  1895. 
Mr.  Richelieu  to  Mr.  Olney,  September  26,  1895. 
Mr.  Gordon  to  Mr  Olney,  October  2, 1895. 
Mr.  Richelieu  to  Mr.  Olney,  October  3, 1895. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Gordon,  November  1,  1895. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Richelieu,  November  1, 1895. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney,  November  8, 1895. 
Mr.  Gordon  to  Mr.  Olney,  December  27,  1895. 
^Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Moroe,  February  24, 1896. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney,  March  11, 1896. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Gordon,  March  18,  1896. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor,  No.  483,  March  18,  1890. 
Mr.  Gordon  to  Mr.  Olney,  March  19, 1896. 
Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney,  No.  499,  AprU  4,  1896. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney,  Jnly  23, 1896. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney,  August  18,  1896. 
Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Morse,  August  21 ,  1896. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Morse,  August  31,  1896. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Taylor,  No.  556,  August  31,  1898. 
Mr.  Gordon  to  Mr.  Olney,  September  12,  1896. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Gordon,  September  15,  1896. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Morse,  September  29,  1896. 
Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney,  No.  594,  November  4,  1896. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor,  No.  603,  November  10,  1896. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Morse,  November  19, 1896. 
Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney,  No.  608,  November  21,  1896. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney,  December  2, 1896. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Morse,  December  3,  1896. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Morse,  December  4,  1896. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney,  December  19,  1896. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor,  No.  634,  January  5,  1897. 
Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor,  No.  637,  January  6,  1897. 
Mr.  Coakley  to  Mr.  Olney,  January  27,  1897. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney,  March  1,  1897. 
Mr.  Lodge  to  Mr.  Sherman,  March  8,  1897. 
Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Sherman,  No.  660,  March  9,  1897. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Morse,  March  10,  1897. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lodge,  March  10, 1897. 
Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Coakley,  March  26, 1897. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Sherman,  April  10,  1897. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Sherman,  April  12,  1807. 
Mr.  Bookhill  to  Mr.  Morse,  April  14,  1897. 


Mr,  Gordon  to  Mr,  Olney* 

New  York,  June  13^  1895. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  and  ask  yonr  careful  conaideratioA  of 
the  statement  of  facts  of  August  Bolten,  an  American  citizen,  who  was 
unlawfully  and  unjustly  imprisoned  for  about  two  months  in  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  Annexed  to  the  statement  is  Captain  Bolten's  certificate  of 
naturalization. 

I  have  talked  with  Bolten  very  fally,  and  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of 
excellent  character.  I  am  convinced  that  his  statements  are  not  in  any 
way  exaggerated. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  David  Gordon. 


Statk  of  New  York,  City  and  County  of  New  TorJcy  99: 

Augnst  Bolten,  being  duly  sworn,  doposee  and  says: 

I  am  a  native  of  Sweden,  but  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1874. 
being  then  under  18  years  of  ago,    I  was  duly  natoraUzed  a  citizen  of  the  United 
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States  of  America  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1893,  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  for 
the  oity  aad  oonnty  of  New  York.  My  occupation  is  that  of  seafaring  man,  and  I 
bare  followed  that  ooonpation  for  over  twenty  years. 

In  ^e  month  of  October,  1894, 1  left  New  York  City  as  mate  on  the  brigantlne 
Kaihicenf  commanded  by  Capt.  De  La  Croix,  carrying  a  eeneral  cargo  of  mer- 
ehandise  and  bonnd  for  Port  an  Prince,  Haiti.  We  reached  that  port  about  the 
middle  of  November,  1894.  My  services  ended  there,  and  I  was  paid  off  at  the 
Britieh  consulate,  the  brigantine  having  sailed  under  the  British  flag. 

I  then  got  work  in  Port  an  Prince  as  a  painter,  being  somewhat  familiar  with  that 
work  by  occasional  experience,  and  kept  at  that  until  I  saved  sufficient  money  to 
bay  a  fishing  boat,  and  on  or  about  January  20, 1895, 1  purchased  a  15-foot  open  boat. 
I  Intended  to  sail  np  to  Cape  Haitien  and  fish  for  green  turtles.  I  engaged  Gnstave 
Richelieu,  likewise  a  United  States  citizen,  whom  I  met  in  Port  au  Prince,  to  go  with 
me.  I  obtained  from  the  United  States  consul  at  that  port  a  certificate  or  passport 
for  Cape  Haitien,  and  on  February  5, 1895,  with  said  Richelieu,  I  left  Port  an  Prince 
in  my  Doat,  heading  for  Cape  Haitien.  We  sailed  along  the  coast  and  had  been  out 
aboat  three  days  (February  8}  when  a  heavy  gale  struck  us,  tore  our  sail  to  shreds, 
and  eo  otherwise  damaged  onr  boat  that  we  made  for  the  nearest  shore,  and  so  man- 
aged to  reach  the  Haitien  coast  at  a  small  place  called  Cape  de  la  Bay.  We  landed, 
and  were  both  immediately  arrested  by  several  soldiers  and  taken  before  an  officer, 
apparently  in  command,  who,  after  examining  our  papers,  discharged  us.  We  staid 
at  that  place — Cape  de  la  Bay — about  twenty-four  hours,  repaired  our  boat  as  best 
we  oonld,  got  some  provisions,  and  set  out  for  St.  Nicholas  Mole,  Haiti. 

We  arrived  at  the  Mole  on  February  12, 1895.  Our  papers  being  for  Cape  Haitien. 
we  were  allowed  to  remain  there  (the  Mole)  long  enono^h  to  get  some  provisions,  and 
on  the  following  day  (February  13)  we  started  for  Cape  Haitien.  The  wind  and 
the  current,  both  very  strong,  were  against  us,  and  we  were  carried  out  to  sea.  We 
drifted  about  three  days,  the  last  two  days  of  which  we  had  no  food  and  bnt  little 
drinking  water.  The  Cuban  coast  was  in  sight  and  we  made  for  the  nearest  port, 
which  was  Caimaaera  (known  also  as  Alligator  Bay),  reachinr  there  February  16. 
The  captain  of  the  port  inspected  our  papers,  looked  over  our  boat,  and,  being  sat- 
isfied tnat  there  was  aothing'against  us,  let  us  go  about  our  business.  We  told  him 
of  oar  plight — ^tkat  we  had  no  provisions  or  money.  He  (the  captain  of  the  port) 
sent  me  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Guantanaroo,  about  15  miles  inland.  The  con- 
snl  kindly  gave  me  $2,  told  me  there  was  no  work  to  be  found  there,  and  advised  us 
to  go  to  Santiago  de  Caba  as  a  place  where  we  could  more  likely  get  work.  And  so 
on  Wednesday,  Febmary  19,  we  set  sail  for  that  place  and  arrived  en  February  23. 

We  at  once  reported  to  the  captain  of  the  port.  He  examined  our  papers  and  ques- 
tioned ns  through  an  interpreter  fully  as  to  our  movements  and  as  to  who  we  were. 
We  answered  fully  and  freely,  and  explained  to  him  the  distressing  circumstances 
which  bronght  ns  to  Cuba.  Some  conversation  in  Spanish,  which  we  do  not  under- 
stand, followed  between  the  captain  and  some  other  officers.  They  then  searched 
our  boat  and  onr  valises,  but  we  nad  nothing  of  a  suspicious  nature.  We  asked  to  be 
directed  to  the  United  States  censnl.  The  captain  sent  along  with  as  two  guards, 
who,  instead  of  aooompaaying  ns  to  the  consul,  as  we  requested  and  expected,  took  ns 
to  a  ]^rieon.  Here,  against  our  urgent  protests,  we  were  immediately  locked  np.  We 
had  word  sent  to  the  United  StatM  consul,  Dr.  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt,  who  came  te  us  soon 
thereafter  end  saooeeded  in  getting  onr  release.  He  took  us  to  his  office  asid  gave  ns 
some  enpper.  WUle  then  an  oflfcer  called  and  informed  the  consul  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  detain  as  in  prison  nntil  news  arrived  firom  Port  an  Prince  respecting 
OS.  After  supper  a  servant  of  the  consul  escorted  as  te  the  prison,  when  we  were 
again  locked  np. 

The  following  day  (Sunday,  February  24),  we  had  an  examination  before  a  mili- 
tary eoart,  and  wen  told  that  we  would  have  to  remain  in  prison  nntil  the  last  of 
March.  T^e  United  States  consul.  Dr.  Hyatt,  was  not  present— we  ceuld  not  get 
word  to  him,  and  officers  rsfhsed  to  notify  him  of  the  examination.  We  were  then 
taken  back  to  prison  and  separately  con  fined.  The  room  in  which  I  was  pat  was  about 
50  feet  long  by  90  feet  broad ;  it  was  very  filthy ;  it  contained  about  twenty  prisoners 
besides  myself;  they  wen  men  of  the  lowest  description— thieves,  ruffians,  and 
ranrdenrs.  For  three  weeks  I  was  thus  confined,  never  being  let  out  for  one  minute 
daring;  that  time,  although  the  other  men  in  my  room  were  allowed  te  exercise  in 
the  jaiJ  yard  twice  a  week,  and  I  afterwards  learned  that  prisoners  in  tlie  other  cells 
wen  allowed  te  exercin  daily  in  the  jail  yard.  As  a  result  of  my  elom  confinement, 
I  was,  at  the  end  of  the  third  week  thereof,  taken  sick  with  fever  and  riieumatism. 
I  was  Iransfemd  to  the  prison  hospital,  which  was  some  distance  from  the  jail,  and 
kept  under  medieal  can  for  about  ten  days.  I  was  then  declared  to  be  well,  and 
eraered  back  to  prison.  My  arms  were  tied  with  a  rope  around  my  back,  and  although 
Tery  weak  and  barely  able  to  stand  I  was  marched  back  to  prison  under  a  hot,  blaz- 
ing son,  escorted  by  two  soldiers  with  drawn  swords.  I  begged  the  jail  officers  to 
put  me  in  some  less  unwholesome  quarters  than  I  was  befon,  and  they  yielded  to  the 
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extent  of  putting  me  in  the  same  oconpied  by  Richelien,  and  I  was  allowed  there- 
after to  exercise  m  the  jail  yard  every  day.  While  in  the  hospital  I  was  informed 
that  my  case  was  transferred  from  the  military  court  to  a  civil  coart.  I  was  kept  iu 
jail  till  April  25,  when  I  was  released  on  condition  that  I  should  not  leave  town, 
and  should  report  weekly  to  the  judge.  On  May  3  I  was  told  I  could  go  where  1 
liked. 

While  we  were  confined  in  prison,  Dr.  Hyatt  came  to  see  us  about  once  a  week, 
bringing  us  newspapers  to  read  and  food,  and  telling  us  that  he  was  engaged  all  the 
time  in  efforts  to  secure  our  liberty. 

On  May  3,  Dr.  Hyatt  got  me  a  job  on  the  schooner  Eliza  Pendleton,  bound  for  New 
York,  where  I  arrived  on  May  29. 

I  solemnly  swear  and  declare  that  at  no  time  durine  the  times  above  mentioned,  nor 
at  any  other  time  or  place  whatsoever,  was  I  engaged  in  what  is  called  a  filibastering 
expedition  against  the  Spanish  Government,  or  any  other  government,  nor  did  I  ever 
in  my  life  in  any  way  take  part  in  any  revolutionary  movement  in  Cuba  or  elsewhere. 

I  am  still  suffering  physically  from  the  effects  of  my  prison  experience  in  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  I  have  not  recovered  irom  the  attack  of  rheumatism,  which  I  fear  has 
become  chronic. 

I  learn  today  that  Gustavo  Richelieu  has  just  arrived  at  New  York  from  the  South. 

My  certificate  of  naturalization  is  hereto  annexed. 

Wherefore  deponent  respectfully  petitions  for  such  relief  as  the  facts  above  set 
forth  shall  be  found  to  warrant. 

August  Boltbn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  June,  1895. 

[sbal.]  Haruy  E.  Stam, 

Notary  PubliCf  Kings  County. 
(Certificate  filed  in  New  York  County.) 

David  Gordon. 
Attorney  for  Bolten,  60  Wall  Street,  New  York. 


United  Status  of  America, 

IState  of  New  York,  City  and  County  of  New  Torkf  ee: 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  6th  dav  of  March,  iu  the  year  of  our  Lord  1893, 
August  Bolten  appeared  in  the  court  oi  cotttmon  pleas  for  the  citv  and  oauuty  of 
New  York  (a  court  of  record  having  common-law  jurisdiction,  a  clerK,  and  seal)  and 
applied  to  the  said  court  to  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  several  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  that  purpose  made  and  provided;  and  the  said  applicant 
having  produced  to  the  said  court  such  evidence,  having  made  such  declaration  and 
renunciation,  and  having  taken  such  oaths  as  are  by  the  said  acts  required, 

Thereupon  it  was  ordered  by  the  court  that  the  said  applicant  be  admitted,  and 
he  was  accordingly  admitted  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  seal  of  the  said  court  is  hereunto  affixed  this  6th  day  of 
March,  1893,  and  in  the  one  hundred  and  seventeenth  year  of  tiie  Indejiendenoe  of 
the  United  States. 

Per  curiam. 

[SXAL.]  Albert  Waqstafv,  Olmrk. 


Mr.  Olney  to  Mr,  Gordon* 

Dei'artment  of  State, 
Wctshhigton^  June  18y  1895. 

SiK:  I  have  received  yonr  letter  of  the  13th  instant  inclosing  the 
affidavit  of  Mr.  August  Bolten,  a  naturalized  American  citizen,  who 
claims  damages  of  Spain  for  oulawfhl  imprisonment,  lasting  two  months, 
imposed  on  him  by  the  authorities  at  Santiago  de  Onba. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  Department's  circular  relating  to  claims 
against  foreign  governments.  If  you  will  have  the  statement  prepared 
in  accordance  therewith,  it  will  be  presented  to  the  Spanish  Government. 

The  Department,  however,  thinks  it  well  to  remind  you  that  the  rev* 
olutionary  disturbances  existing  in  the  part  of  Ouba  where  Mr.  Bolten 
and  his  companion  landed  and  the  not  unreasonable  suspicion  of  the 
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authorities  that  they  were  in  some  way  connected  with  a  lilibnstering 
expedition  or  the  landing  of  parties  to  aid  the  insurgents  may  render 
it  difficult  to  procure  pecuniary  indemnity  for  him  from  the  Spanish 
Government. 
£Us  naturalization  paper  is  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  eta,  Biohabd  Olnet. 


[Tnmtlfttioii.] 

Mr.  Richelieu  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Washinoton,  D.  C,  September  J26y  1895. 

Mr.  MnasTEB:  On  the  8th  February,  1895,  I  and  my  companion, 
August  Bolten,  left  the  port  of  Port  au  Prince,  Haiti,  for  Gape  Hai- 
tien,  with  our  papers  in  order  and  a  bill  of  lading,  signed  by  the 
American  legation.  We  stopped  at  St.  Marc,  where  I  had  a  duplicate 
passport  visM,  about  the  10th  or  11th  February.  From  there  we 
sailed  for  our  destination.  We  were  caught  in  bad  weather,  and 
anchored  in  a  small  harbor,  the  name  of  which  I  have  forgotten.  The 
next  evening  we  sailed  again,  and  in  bad  weather  arrived  at  St.  P. 
Moole,  where  we  had  a  very  cold  reception  from  the  commandant  of 
the  port,  who  ordered  us  to  take  in  our  provisions  and  be  off.  We 
remained  there,  however,  twenty-four  hours.  His  telegraphic  opera- 
tors supplied  us  with  provisions,  and,  thanks  to  them,  we  sailed  on  the 
13th  or  14th.  The  bad  weather  threw  us  on  the  Cuban  coast,  where 
we  landed  at  Alligator  Bay.  It  was  a  Saturday;  the  date  may  be 
found  from  an  almanac.  My  friend,  August  Bolten,  went  up  to  Guan- 
tanamo  with  one  of  the  officers  of  the  port  to  see  the  American  consul, 
who  told  him  that  we  had  better  go  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  where  we 
eoald  find  work  or  sell  the  boat.  Bolten  came  back  on  Monday  morn- 
ing. We  sailed  immediately  and  reached  that  port  on  the  23d  Febru- 
ary.   The  navy  commandant  immediately  had  us  arrested. 

We  appeided  to  the  kindness  of  the  American  consul,  who  immedi- 
ately protested  on  seeing  that  our  papers  were  in  order  and  on  our 
telling  him  what  had  happened  to  us  at  Alligator  Bay,  which  informa- 
tion was  given  to  the  Spanish  authorities.  This  did  not  satisfy  them, 
and  the  energetic  protests  of  the  consul  had  no  effect.  We  conse- 
quently underwent,  from  the  23d  February  to  the  25th  April,  sixty-two 
days  of  unhealthy  imprisonment.  Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
George  Eugene  Brisson,  the  reporter  of  the  New  York  Herald,  we  were 
protected  from  hunger  My  friend  Bolten  having  succeeded  in  getting 
on  board  the  American  vessel  Templeton  (or  Pembertan),  I  was  left 
alone.  Mr.  Brisson,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  May,  told  me  to  go  on 
board  the  steamer  Niagara;  that  he  would  come  at  2  p.  m.  to  deliver 
his  mail  and  pay  my  passage.  The  Spanish  authorities  must  have 
prevented  him  from  coming,  and  as  I  sailed  without  a  ticket,  the  mean 
eaptain  landed  me  at  Nassau,  where  Mr.  Thomas  J.  McLain,  the  United 
States  consul  at  Nassau,  was  so  kind  as  to  have  me  transported  to  Key 
West,  paying  $16.50  for  my  passage.  From  there  I  succeeded  in 
reaching  New  York  by  the  help  of  a  friend.  I  am  now,  owing  to  the 
rheumatism  which  I  contracted  in  the  prison  at  Santiago,  unable  to 
resume  my  regular  profession. 

I  have  made  America  my  adopted  country.  I  have  been  a  citizen 
since  1871.  I  have  passed  my  life  in  this  conntry.  I  have  served  the 
United  States  under  the  first  present  Administration.    What  I  want 
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is  only  a  fair  indemnity  for  sixty-two  days  of  imprisonment  and  for  the 
confiscation  of  our  vessel. 

Hoping,  Mr.  Minister,  that  yon  will  kindly  grant  my  petition,  I  am, 
your  respectful  servant, 

GUSTAVB  ElOHEIilBU, 

(Care  of  John  M.  Perreard,  506  Fourteenth  street  iM  W.) 


Mr,  O&rdon  to  Mr.  Olney. 

60  Wall  Stebet,  New  York, 

October  2^  1895. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  in  dae  receipt  of  your  favor  of  June  18, 1895, 
acknowledging  receipt  of  petition  of  Captain  Bolten,  making  claim 
against  the  Spanish  Government  for  unlawful  imprisonment  in  Cuba. 
With  your  letter  you  inclosed  a  circular  of  instructions  for  filing  claims 
against  foreign  governments,  and  you  kindly  advised  the  preparation  of 
the  petition  or  memorial  in  accordance  with  such  instructions.  This  I 
have  endeavored  to  do,  and  I  inclose  herewith  the  memorial  so  drawn, 
duly  signed  and  verified. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  David  Gordon. 


Memorial  of  August  Bolten  making  claim  against  Government  of  Spain, 
[David  Gordon,  attorney  for  Augu«t  Bolien,  60  Wall  street,  New  York  City.] 

Nbw  YorK|  September  SO,  1896, 

Hit  Excellency  the  Honorable  Grover  Cleveland, 

Preeident  of  the  United  States  of  America  : 

I,  August  Bolten,  memorializing  and  petitioning  your  excellency,  respeotAiIly  show : 

I  am  a  native  of  Sweden,  but  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1874,  beios 
tbeu  nnder  18  years  of  age.  I  am  now  over  87  years  of  age.  I  was  daly  naturalized 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1893,  by  the  oourt 
of  common  pleas  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York.  My  occupation  is  that  of 
seafarinff  man,  and  I  have  followed  that  occupation  for  over  twenty  years.  I  have 
remained  such  citizen  of  the  United  States  ever  since,  having  never  transferred  my 
allegiance  to  any  other  sovereignty.  I  now  reside  at  No.  2  Ninth  street  in  the  city  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1894, 1  left  New  York  City  aa  mate  on  the  Mgantine 
Kathleen,  commanded  by  Captain  De  La  Croix,  carrying  a  general  cargo  of  merchan- 
dise, and  bound  for  Port  an  Prince,  Haiti.  We  reached  that  port  about  the  middle 
of  November,  1894.  My  services  ended  there,  and  I  was  paid  off  at  the  British  oon> 
solate,  the  brigantine  having  sailed  under  the  British  flag. 

I  then  got  work  in  Port  an  Prince  as  a  painter  (bein^  somewhat  familiar  with 
that  work  by  occasional  experience)  and  kept  at  that  until  I  saved  sufficient  money 
to  buy  a  fishing  boat ;  and  on  or  about  January  20,  1895, 1  purchased  a  15-foot  opf*n 
boat.  I  intended  to  sail  up  to  Cape  Haitien  and  fish  for  green  turtles.  I  engaged 
Gustave  Richelieu,  likewise  a  United  States  citizen,  whom  I  met  at  Port  an  Prince,  to 
go  with  me.  I  obtained  from  the  United  States  consul  at  that  ^rt  a  oertificato  or 
passport  for  Cape  Haitien,  and  on  February  5,  1895,  with  said  Richelieu,  I  left  Port 
au  Prince  in  my  boat,  heading  for  Cape  Haitien.  We  sailed  along  the  coast  and 
had  been  out  about  three  days  (February  8),  when  a  heavy  gale  s^ok  us,  tore  our 
sails  to  shreds,  and  so  otherwise  damaged  our  boat  that  we  made  for  the  nearest 
Hhore  and  so  managed  to  reach  the  Haitian  eoast  at  a  small  place  called  Cape  de  la 
Bay.  We  landed,  and  were  both  immediately  arrested  by  several  soldiers  and  taken 
befere  an  officer  apparently  in  command,  who,  after  examining  our  papers,  di»> 
ch&rged  us.  We  stayed  at  that  place  (Cape  de  la  Bay)  about  twenty-four  hoars, 
repaired  our  boat  as  best  we  could,  got  some  provisions,  and  set  out  for  St.  Nicholas 
Mole,  Haiti. 

We  arrived  at  the  Mole  on  February  12,  1895.  Our  papers  being  for  Cape  Haitien « 
we  were  allowed  to  remain  there  (the  Mole)  long  enough  to  get  some  provisions,  maul 
on  the  following  dny  (February  13)  we  started  for  Cape  Haitien.  The  wind  an«l 
the  current,  both  very  strong,  wire  a<;ainht  us  aud  we  were  carried  out  to  sea.    NVe 
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drifted  about  three  days,  the  last  two  days  of  which  we  had  no  food  and  bat  little 
drinlcing  water.  The  Caban  coast  was  in  sight,  and  we  made  for  the  nearest  port, 
which  was  Caimanera  (known  also  as  Alligator  Bay),  reaching  there  February  16. 
The  captain  of  the  port  inspected  oar  papers,  looked  over  our  boat,  and  being  satis- 
fied that  there  was  nothing  against  as,  let  as  go  about  oar  business.  We  told  him 
of  our  plight,  that  we  had  no  provisions  or  money.  He  (captain  of  the  port)  sent 
me  to  tiie  United  States  consulate  at  Guantanamo — about  15  miles  inland.  The 
consul  kindly  gave  me  $2,  told  me  there  was  no  work  to  be  found  there,  and  advised 
us  to  go  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  as  a  place  where  we  could  more  likely  get  work.  And 
AOt  on  Wednesday,  February  19,  we  set  sail  for  that  place  and  arrived  on  February  23. 

We  at  once  reported  to  the  captain  of  the  port.  He  examined  our  papers  and 
questioned  as  thit>ugh  an  interpreter  fully  as  to  our  movements,  and  as  to  who  we 
were.  We  answered  fully  and  freely,  and  explained  to  him  the  distressing  circam- 
stances  which  bronght  us  to  Cuba.  Some  conversation  in  Spanish,  which  we  do  not 
anderstand,  followed  between  the  captain  and  some  other  officers.  They  then 
searched  our  boat  aud  our  valises,  but  we  had  nothing  of  a  suspicious  nature.  We 
asked  to  be  directed  to  the  United  States  consul.  The  captain  sent  along  with  us  two 
guards,  who,  instead  of  accompanying  us  to  the  consul,  as  we  requested  and  expected, 
took  as  to  prison,  where,  against  our  ur<;ent  protests,  we  were  immediately  locked 
up.  We  had  word  sent  to  the  United  States  consul,  Dr.  Pulaski  F.  Hyatt,  who  came 
to  as  soon  thereafter  and  succeeded  in  getting  our  release.  He  took  us  to  his  office 
and  gave  us  some  supper.  While  there  an  officer  called  and  informed  thereon sul  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  detain  us  in  prison  until  the  news  arrived  from  Port  an 
i^rinoe  respecting  as.  After  supper  a  servant  of  the  consul  escorted  us  to  prison, 
where  we  were  ag^in  locked  up.  The  following  day  (Sunday),  February  24,  we  had 
an  examination  before  a  military  court  and  were  told  we  would  have  to  remain  in 
prison  antil  the  last  of  March. 

Tbo  United  States  consul,  Dr.  Hyatt,  was  not  present.  We  coold  not  get  word  to 
hiui  and  officers  refused  to  notify  him  of  the  examination.  We  were  then  taken  back 
to  prison  and  separately  confined.  The  room  iu  which  I  was  put  was  about  50  feet 
long  by  do  feet  broad.  It  was  very  filthy.  It  contained  about  20  prisoners  beside 
myself.  They  were  men  of  the  lowest  description — thieves,  ruffians,  and  murderers. 
For  three  weeks  I  was  thus  confined,  never  being  let  out  for  one  minute  during  that 
tin^e,  although  the  other  men  in  my  room  were  allowed  to  exercise  iu  the  jail  yard 
twice  a  week,  and  I  afterwards  learued  that  prisoners  iu  the  other  cells  were  allowed 
to  exercise  daily  in  the  jail  yard.  As  a  result  of  my  close  confinement  I  was,  at  the 
fud  of  the  thir«l  week  thereof,  taken  sick  with  fever  and  rheumatism.  I  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  prison  hospital,  which  was  some  distance  from  the  jail,  and  kept  under 
medical  care  for  about  ten  days.  I  was  then  declared  to  be  well  and  ordered  back  to 
prison.  My  arms  were  tied  with  a  rope  around  my  back  and,  although  very  weak 
uud  barely  able  to  stand,  I  was  marched  back  to  prison  under  a  hot,  blazing  sun, 
escorted  by  two  soldiers  with  drawn  swords.  I  begged  th^  jail  officers  to  put  me  in 
some  less  anwholesomequarters  than  1  was  in,  and  they  yielded  to  the  extent  of  putting 
me  in  the  same  cell  occupied  by  Richelieu,  and  I  was  allowed  thereafter  to  exercise 
in  the  Jail  yard  every  day.  -While  in  the  hospital  I  was  informed  that  my  case  was 
transferred  from  the  military  court  to  a  civil  court.  I  was  kept  in  jail  till  April  25, 
when  I  was  released  on  condition  that  I  should  not  leave  town  and  should  report 
weekly  to  the  jtidge.    On  May  3  I  was  told  I  could  go  where  I  liked. 

While  we  were  confined  in  prison  Dr.  Hyatt  came  to  see  us  about  once  a  week, 
bringing  us  newspapers  to  read  and  food,  and  telling  us  that  he  was  engaged  all  the 
time  in  efforts  to  secure  our  liberty. 

On  May  3  Dr.  Hyatt  got  me  a  job  on  the  schooner  Eliza  Pendleton,  boand  for  New 
Vork,  where  I  arrived  on  May  29. 

I  solemnly  swear  and  declare  that  at  no  time  daring  the  times  above  mentioned,  nor 
at  any  other  time  or  place  whatsoever,  was  I  engaged  in  what  is  called  a  filibustering 
expedition  against  tne  Spanish  Government,  or  any  other  Government,  nor  did  I 
ever  in  my  Ufe  in  any  way  take  part  in  any  revolntiouary  movement  iu  Cuba  or 
elsewhere. 

I  am  still  suffering  physically  from  the  effects  of  mv  prison  experience  in  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  I  have  not  recovered  from  the  attack  of  rheumatism,  which  I  fear  has 
become  chronic. 

I  Ieame<i  lately  that  Gustavo  Richelieu  arrived  at  New  York  firom  the  Soath. 

Vonr  petitioner  verily  believes  he  has  been  damaged  to  the  extent  of  $10,(X)0. 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  for  the  inteqiosition  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment with  the  Government  of  Spain  to  the  end  that  his  claim  aforesaid  shall  be  pro 
sctitad  to  and  paid  by  said  Government  of  Spain.    And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pruy 

August  Boltrn,  Petitioner. 

David  Gordon, 

Attorney  for  August  Bolten,  60  If  all  etrectf  Neto  York. 

Nkw  York,  September  SO,  1896. 


272  GUSTAVE    RICHELIEU   AND   AUGUST   BOLTEN. 

Statk  of  Nkw  York,  City  and  County  of  New  York,  $$: 

August  Bolten,  being  duly  sworn,  deposee  and  says  that  he  is  the  petitioner  or 
memorialist  named  in  the  foregoing  memorial  or  petition  sabscribed  by  him;  that 
he  has  read  the  same  and  knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  that  the  same  is  trae  of 
his  own  knowledge,  except  as  to  the  matters  therein  stated  to  be  alleged  on  infoima- 
tion  and  belief,  and  that  as  to  those  matters  he  believes  it  to  be  trae. 

August  Boltbn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  Septeqiber,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Harry  E.  Stam, 

Notary  Public,  Kin{f9  Cwnly. 

(Certificate  filed  in  New  York  County.) 

I,  Harry  E.  Stam,  the  notary  public  who  administered  the  oath  to  August  Bolten, 
the  petitioner  above  named,  hereby  certify  and  declare  that  I  have  no  interest  what- 
ever in  or  to  the  claim  above  set  forth,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  that  I  am  not,  nor 
have  I  ever  been,  the  a^ent  or  attorney  of  said  Bolten ;  and  I  believe  said  Bolten  to 
be  an  honest  and  conscientious  man  and  his  statements  to  be  worthy  of  faith  and 
credit. 

New  York  September  30, 1895. 

[SEAL.]  Harrt  E.  Stam, 

Notary  Public,  KimgB  Cpunty. 
(Certificate  filed  in  New  York  County.) 


Mr,  Richelieu  to  Mr»  Olriey, 

[TranslAtion.] 

Washington,  October  5, 1805. 

Mr.  Minister  of  State  :  The  declaration  which  I  wrote  last  week 
is  the  trath.  I  have  not  related  the  inward  Batterings  to  which  we 
were  subjected  in  the  prison;  they  are  indescribable.  We  suffered 
from  hunger;  we  slept  on  the  floor  without  any  coyering;  we  were 
eaten  by  lice,  fleas,  and  scorpions.  I  was  compelled  to  exchange  for 
bread  the  articles  which  I  possessed.  My  friend  August  Bolteu 
xaught  the  yellow  fever,  and  the  doctor  sent  him  to  the  hospitaL  As 
we  were  separated,  I  only  learned  it  through  an  employee  of  the  prison. 
1  he  consul  himself  had  not  been  informed  of  it.  It  was  I  that  told  him 
on  Sunday  when  he  came  to  see  us,  which  he  did  at  every  mail  that  he 
received  from  Washington.  We  gave  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and 
he  had  warm  discussions  with  the  Spanish  authorities,  which  you  can 
read  for  yourself  in  his  reports  to  the  Department.  I  did  not  have  the 
yellow  fever  myself,  but  I  had  fevers  caught  by  the  cold  in  sleeping  on 
the  floor.  When  I  awoke  I  had  chills,  accompanied  by  fever,  and  from 
those  sufferings  I  have  caught  rheumatism  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  At 
times  I  am  whole  days  without  being  able  to  move  a  limb.  I  am  in 
that  condition  whenever  the  temperature  changes. 

I  wish,  therefore,  to  have  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  settlement.  If 
I  had  been  a  person  of  importance  they  would  perhaps  have  been  less 
cruel  to  me.  When  we  left  the  prison  they  told  us  to  go  wherever  we 
chose.  That  is  why  the  consul  advised  us  not  to  complain;  that  the 
Department  at  Washington  would  have  our  case  settied. 

When  we  arrived  at  Alligator  Bay  the  consul  at  G-uantanamo 
advised  us  to  go  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  where  it  would  be  much  easier 
for  us  to  find  a  position.  If  we  had  done  anything  we  would  have  been 
arrested.  They  would  not  have  thought  that  we  were  going  to  OabSi 
as  we  could  have  gone  to  Jamaica,  which  is  only  six  hours'  passage. 

On  the  25th  April,  when  we  left  the  prison,  I  went  to  see  the  judge 
pf  instruction  to  get  my  citizenship  papers,  which  he  had.    He  told  lue 
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that  as  the  record  was  in  his  court  I  would  have  to  wait  ten  or  fifteen 
days.  The  consul  advised  me  not  to  wait;  that  he  would  give  me  a 
passport  which  would  protect  me  and  which  would  be  entirely  sufficient 
on  presenting  it  at  the  ministry. 

I  desire  the  Minister  of  State  to  obtain  a  pecuniary  indemnity  for  me 
from  the  Spanish  authorities  for  all  the  outrages  which  I  have  under- 
gone. 

With  this  expectation  I  am,  with  the  deepest  respect, 
Your  very  humble  servant, 

GUSTAYB  BlOHELIEU, 

(Care  of  Mr.  Alexander  Porter  Morse,  1505  Pennsylvania  avenue.) 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  notary  public,  on  this  *3d  day 
of  October,  A.  D.  1895. 
[SEAii.]  Jesse  W.  Bawlings, 

Sotary  PubliOy  District  of  Columbia. 


Mr.  Olney  ta  Mr.  Oordon. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  November  i,  1895, 

Bib:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  ultimo,  transmitting  the 
memorial  of  August  Bolten,  making  claim  against  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment for  alleged  unlawful  imprisonment  in  Ouba. 

The  same  will  be  given  due  consideration. 

I  am,  etc.,  Biohabd  Olnby. 


Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Richelieu. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  November  i,  1895. 

Sib:  Your  communications  of  the  25th  of  September  and  3d  ultimo 
have  been  received,  wherein  you  complain  of  unlawful  imprisonment 
by  the  Cuban  authorities  and  ask  this  Government  to  obtain  an  indem- 
nity for  you  from  the  Spanish  Government. 

The  matter  will  receive  due  consideration. 

I  aDi|  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  Bighabd  Olney. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Kovembeb  8, 1895. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  power  of  attorney  from 
Gustave  Bichelieu  in  favor  of  John  W.  Douglass  and  Alexander  Porter 
Morse,  in  prosecution  of  a  claim  by  the  said  Bichelieu  for  pecuniary 
indemnity  against  Spain  for  arbitrary  arrest  and  false  imprisonment, 
etc.,  by  authorities  of  Spain  at  Santiago  de  Ouba,  during  a  period  of 
sixty-two  days. 

Memorials  on  behalf  of  said  Bichelieu  have  heretofore  been  filed  at 
the  Department. 

Iam,etc.i  AiiSXANDEB  Pobtbb  Mobse. 

18 
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Power  of  aitamei^ 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents : 

That  ly  Onstave  Richelieu,  a  natire  of  France  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
by  nataralizatioDy  resident  in  the  city  of  Philailelphia,  State  of  Penosylyaniai  have 
made,  constituted,  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  constitute  and  appoint 
John  W.  Dougflass  and  Alexander  Porter  Morse  my  true  and  lawful  attomeTs,  irre- 
Tocable,  for  me  and  in  my  name,  place,  and  stead,  hereby  annulling  and  revoking  all 
former  powers  of  attorney  or  authorizations  whatever  in  the  premises,  to  present  my 
claim  against  Spain  for  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  authorities  of  Spain  at  Santiagc 
de  Cuba,  and  for  the  seizure  and  appropriation  of  the  sloop  Yankee  Doodle  on  the  236 
of  February,  1895,  and  to.  from  time  to  time,  furnish  an^  further  evidence  necessary 
or  that  may  be  demanded,  givlnff  and  granting  to  my  said  attorneys  full  power  and 
authority  to  do  and  perform  all  and  every  act  and  thing  whatsoever  reouisite  and 
necessary  to  be  done  in  and  about  tha  premises  as  fhlly  to  all  intents  and  purpoaes 
as  I  might  or  could  do  if  personally  present  at  the  doinsr  thereof,  with  fhll  power  of 
substitution  and  revocation,  and  to  receipt  and  sign  all  vouchers,  hereby  ratifving 
and  confirming  all  that  my  said  attorneys  or  their  substitute  may  or  shall  lawfully 
do  or  cause  to  oe  done  by  virtue  hereof.  And  I  hereby  request  that  any  certitlcatea 
or  drafts  in  payment  thereof  be  sent  to  me,  in  care  of  my  said  attorneys. 

In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  23d  day  of  September,  1896. 

rSBAL.]  GUBTATS  RiCHKUXU. 

In  presence  of — 

G.  M.   PERRBAKDy 

506  and  508  Fourteenth  street  NW. 
}Sr  Signature  of  claimant  muet  be  attested  by  two  witnesses. 

District  of  Columbia,  m; 

Be  it  known,  that  on  this  23d  day  of  September,  in  the  year  eiffhteen  hundred  and 
eighty-five,  before  me,  the  undersized,  a  notarv  public  in  and  for  said  District 
personally  appeared  Gustavo  Richelieu,  to  me  well  known  to  be  the  identical  person 
who  executed  the  foregoing  letter  of  attorney,  and  the  same  having  been  first  fully 
read  over  to  him  and  the  contents  thereof  duly  explained,  acknowledged  the  same 
to  be  his  act  and  deed,  and  that  I  have  no  interest,  present  or  prospective,  in  the 
claim. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aflAxed  my  seal  of  office 
the  day  and  year  last  above  written. 

[seal.]  Thos.  B.  HutcK}  Notary  Puhiic, 

^^  If  not  acknowledged  before  the  olerk  of  a  court  of  reeord  of  the  proper 
county  under  his  seal  of  oflSce,  then  clerk  must  certify  to  ths  offloial  oharaotsr  uid 
signature  of  the  oflicer  before  whom  this  is  exeoated. 


Mr.  Oardon  to  Mr,  Olnejf. 

60  Wall  Street,  New  York,  December  J97, 1895. 

Will  yoa  kindly  inform  me  what,  if  any,  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  State  Department  in  the  matter  of  the  memorial  of  Angnst  Bolten, 
stating  the  fact  of  his  arbitrary  arrest  and  imprisonment  in  Onba  and 
praying  for  the  interposition  of  onr  Oovernment  with  the  Government 
of  Spain  in  bis  behalf? 

Captain  Bol ten's  affidavit  was  mailed  to  yoa  Jane  13, 1895,  and  I  had 
the  honor  of  a  response  from  you,  acknowledging  its  receipt  and  sug- 
gesting that,  if  I  embodied  the  affidavit  in  the  shape  of  a  memorial, 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  your  Department,  such  memorial 
would  be  presented  to  the  Spanish  Government.  This  I  did,  and 
mailed  a  memorial  to  yon  on  October  2, 1895,  and  had  the  like  honor  of 
a  response  acknowledging  its  receipt  and  assuring  its  being  given 
due  consideration. 

I  reiterate  my  belief  in  the  merit  of  Oaptain  Bolten's  claim  and  in 
the  truthfulness  of  his  statement. 


aTTBTAYB  SICHSUSU  AND  AUGUST  BOLTEN.  275 

I  should  be  pleased  and  thankftil  to  learn  what  the  present  situa- 
tion is. 

YourSy  very  respectftiUy,  Dayid  Gobdon. 

Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Mane. 

DSPARTMENT  OF  BtATE, 

Washxngtcn^  February  24y  1896. 

Snt:  I  do  not  find,  among  the  papers  in  the  claim  of  Gustave  Bioh- 
elieu  against  the  Government  of  Spain  for  imprisonment  in  Cuba,  any 
evidence  of  the  claimant's  citizensliip.  In  his  power  of  attorney  to 
you,  which  was  filed  in  the  Department  under  date  of  November  8, 
1895,  Mr.  Bichelieu  claims  to  be  a  native  of  France  and  a  dtizen  of 
the  United  States  by  naturalization.  Our  consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
in  his  report  concerning  Bichelieu's  imprisonment,  speaks  of  him  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  but  before  presenting  the  claim  to  the 
Imperial  Government  of  Spain  it  will  be  necessary  for  Mr.  Bichelieu  to 
file  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  of  his  naturalization. 
I  ami  etOif 

Alvbt  a.  Adeb, 
Seeond  AssUtant  Secretary. 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Maboh  II,  1896. 

SiB:  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  Department  of 
State,  informing  me  that  the  record  of  naturalization  of  Gustave  Biche- 
lieu has  not  been  filed,  and  asking  that  the  same  should  be  forwarded  at 
once^  80  that  the  Department  may  proceed  to  take  such  steps  on  bebalf 
of  his  associate  (Bolten)  and  himself  as  it  may  deem  proper.  I  have 
called  upon  Mr.  Bichelieu  to  forward  this  record,  but  up  to  this  time  it 
has  not  been  received.  Whatever  is  the  cause  of  this  delay,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  presentation  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Bolten,  whose  papers  are 
complete,  should  not  longer  be  postponed. 

The  arbitrary  arrest  and  long  and  harsh  imprisonment  of  these  indi- 
viduals by  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Santiago  de  Ouba  seems  to  have 
been  without  cause  or  justification.-  The  statement  of  the  circumstances 
of  their  arrest  and  cruel  treatment  show  a  wanton  outrage  on  the  part  of 
the  Spanish  authorities,  which  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  dispatches 
of  the  United  States  consul  at  Santiago.  These  individuals  appear  to 
have  been  within  tbe  protection  of  the  rule  of  international  law  which 
was  laid  down  by  Mr.  Webster  in  the  case  of  the  Creole^  and  which  was 
maintained  by  the  umpire,  Mr.  Bates,  in  the  decision  before  the  Com- 
mission of  Claims  under  the  convention  of  February  8, 1853,  between 
the  (Jnited  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Stress  of  weather  and  overruling  necessity  drove  them  into  a  Cuban 
port  for  shelter  under  circumstances  which  entitle  them  to  the  treat- 
oient  which  the  comity,  the  courtesy,  and  the  common  sense  of  justice 
of  all  civilized  states  approves.  So  far  as  I  am  informed  or  the  record 
discloses  there  was  no  probable  cause  for  their  arrest. 

As  Mr.  Bichelieu  is  moving  from  place  to  place,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
when  I  will  again  hear  from  him ;  but  so  soon  as  he  produces  a  copy  of 
his  record  of  naturalization,  it  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ajlbxandbb  Pobtbb  Mobsb. 
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Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Oordon. 

Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  March  18^  189t 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  December 
27  last,  and  to  say  that  the  claim  of  Gapt.  Aagnst  Bolten  has  been  held 
to  await  the  perfection  of  the  claim  of  his  companion  and  fellow  suf- 
ferer, Gustave  Bichelieu,  in  the  hope  of  presenting  both  claims  together. 
As  there  appears,  however,  no  immediate  prospect  of  tiie  complete 
establishment  of  Bichelieu's  right  to  the  intervention  of  this  Oovern- 
ment,  the  claim  of  the  former  will  now  be  forwarded  alone,  without 
further  delay,  to  the  United  States  minister  at  Madrid,  for  presentation 
to  the  Spanish  Government 

I  am,  etc,  Bioiubd  Olnby. 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

No.  4B3.]  Depabtment  of  Statb, 

Washington^  March  18^  1896. 

Sib:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  August  Bolten,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  against  the  Government  of  Spain.  This  memorial 
was  filed  in  the  Department  by  Mr.  David  Gordon,  attorney  for  Bolten, 
October  2, 1895.  For  your  further  information,  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of 
Executive  Document  No.  224,  House  of  Representatives,  Fifty-fourth 
Congress,  first  session,  being  a  message  from  the  President  to  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  transmitting  correspondence  relative  to  afiairs  in 
Onba.  Pages  111  to  133  of  this  pamphlet  relate  to  the  cause  of  Mr. 
Bolten's  complaint,  and  contain  the  reports  of  our  consular  ofBcers  in 
Cuba  in  regard  to  the  injury  done  him  by  the  authorities  in  Cuba. 

The  facts  as  alleged  by  Mr.  Bolten  are,  in  brief,  that  in  an  endeavor 
to  pass  in  a  small  open  boat  from  one  Haitian  port  to  another  aronnd 
the  northwestern  point  of  that  island,  he  was  swept  by  the  wind  and 
current  to  the  coast  of  Cuba.  Notwithstanding  the  facts  that  he  was 
driven  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba  by  stress  of  weather,  and  that  he  landed 
in  a  small  open  boat,  a  seaman  in  distress,  with  a  single  companion  and 
no  arms,  papers,  or  other  thing  to  excite  suspicion  of  unlawful  intent, 
he  was  seized  by  the  military  authorities  February  23, 1895,  and  was 
not  released  irom  prison  until  May  3  following.  During,  and  it  is 
believed  as  a  result  of,  his  imprisonment  he  contracted  yellow  fever 
and  suffered  much  distress  and  injury  to  health  in  other  respects,  all 
growing  out  of  the  treatment  received  during  his  apparently  utgust  and 
uncalled  for  confinement. 

Mr.  Bolten  asks  lor  an  indemnity  of  $10,000  from  the  Spanish  Gov* 
ernment  for  the  injury  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in 
Cuba. 

The  seizure  is  believed  to  have  been  in  violation  of  article  8  of  the 
treaty  of  1795,  which  provides  for  the  hospitable  reception  of  American 
citizens  who  through  stress  of  weather  are  driven  upon  Spanish  terri- 
tory. His  arrest  and  the  proceedings  inaugurated  against  him  by  the 
military  authorities  are  believed  also  to  have  been  in  violation  of  the  pro- 
tocol of  January  12, 1877,  which  provides  that  citizens  of  the  United 
States  taken  without  arms  in  hand  shall  be  tried  by  the  ordinary  civil 
tribunals,  to  the  exclusion  of  any  special  tribunal,  and  when  arrested 
and  imprisoned  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  arrested  or  imprisoned 
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by  order  of  tlie  civil  anthority.  Mr.  Bolten  was  held  in  arrest  by  the 
military  authorities  from  February  23rd  until  the  2l8t  of  March,  when 
by  the  action  of  the  superior  authorities  of  the  island  he  was  turned 
over,  without  being  released,  to  the  civil  tribunal  of  the  Province  of 
Santiago.  This  tardy  compliance  with  the  treaty  .provisions  seems  not 
to  have  in  any  way  benefited  Mr.  Bolten,  as  he  was  detained  in  the 
same  prison  without  knowledge  of  the  charges  pending  against  him 
until  his  release,  without  trial,  on  May  3  following. 

The  correspondence  with  the  consul  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  indicates 
that  there  was  a  secret  judicial  inquiry  or  search  for  evidence  against 
Mr.  Bolt«n,  and  that  he  was  released  in  consequence  of  a  failure  to 
obtain  any  evidence  whatever  to  justify  his  arrest  and  imprisonment. 
Ton  are  directed  to  present  this  claim  to  the  Spanish  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs,  and  ask  that  it  may  receive  his  early  attention. 
I  am,  etCy 

BiOHABD  Olney. 


Mr.  Oordon  to  Mr,  Olney. 

60  Wall  Street,  INTew  Yobk,  March  19^  1896. 

Deab  Sie:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  18th 
instant  conveying  the  intelligence  of  the  prospective  presentation  of 
Gapt.  August  Bol ten's  claim  to  the  Spanish  Oovernment. 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  same. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  David  Gordon. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney. 
Fo.  499.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid^  April  4, 1896. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  483  of 
the  18th  ultimo  with  inclosures  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  August 
Bolten.  According  to  your  instructions,  I  have  presented  the  case  to 
the  Spanish  minister  of  state  and  asked  that  it  may  receive  his  early 
attention. 

I  am,  etc.,  Hannis  Taylor. 


Mr.  Morae  to  Mr.  Olney. 

July  23, 1896. 

Sib:  I  inclose  herewith  certificate  of  the  declaration  to  become  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  of  Oustave  Laymet,  otherwise  << Gustavo 
Richelieu,"  together  with  explanatory  affidavit  of  Gustavo  Eichelieu, 
who  heretofore,  namely,  on  the  26th  day  of  September  and  the  3d  day 
of  October,  1895,  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  State  memorials 
Betting  forth  his  arbitrary  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  authorities  of 
Spain  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  praying  the  intervention  of  the  United 
States  in  securing  f)rom  Spain  pecuniary  indemnity  on  account  of  such 
unlawful  arrest  and  imprisonment. 

I  request  that  the  inclosed  papers  be  attached  to  the  memorials  filed, 
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wfth  a  view  to  their  nse  in  making  a  demand  upon  Spain  for  x>ecailar7 
indemnity  in  favor  of  said  Bicheliea  by  reason  of  said  unlawful  arrest 
and  imprisonment  by  authorities  of  Spain  in  violation  of  intemationftl 
law  and  treaty  stipulations  between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 
I  am,  etc, 

Alexakdbb  Pobtbb  Morse, 
Attorney  far  Oust(we  Richelieu, 


PenonaUy  appeared  before  me,  Frank  H.  Mason,  clerk  of  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court  within  and  for  the  district  of  Massaohnsetts,  Gnstave  Richelieu,  resifling 
at  109  D  street,  Boston,  in  said  district,  who,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  fia;» 
that  afQant  is  the  identical  individaal  who  on  the  iSth  day  of  September  and  the  Sd 
day  of  October^  1895,  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America  memorials  setting  forth  his  arbitrary  arrest  and  imprisonment  by 
the  anthorities  of  Spain  at  Santiago  de  Cnba,  at  the  dates  and  nnder  the  circum- 
stances stated,  and  praying  the  intervention  of  the  United  States  in  securing  pecuni- 
ary indemnity  from  Spain  in  redress  and  yindici^tion  of  affiant's  rights  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  by  naturalisation ;  affiant  reiterates  the  charges  against  Spain 
on  account  of  such  arbitrary  arrest  without  cause,  and  the  cruel  treatment  inflicted 
by  Spain :  and  affiant  further  says  that  affiant  declared  his  intention  to  become  s 
citizen  of  the  United  States  before  the  United  States  district  court  at  Portland,  is 
the  State  of  Oregon,  the  80th  day  of  May.  A.  D.  1872,  under  the  name  and  descrip- 
tion of  Gustave  Laymet,  and  says  that  affiant  is  the  identical  individual  whose  cer- 
tificate of  such  declaration  is  hereunto  annexed  and  made  part  of  this  affidavit; 
and  affiant  further  says  that  " Laymet ''  was  his  father's  name,  and  by  that  name  he 
was  called  and  known  until  October,  1884,  when  affiant  adopted  the  name  of  Gnstare 
Richelieu,  '^  Richelieu"  being  the  name  of  affiant's  mother;  affiant  further  says  that 
affiant  has  for  more  than  three  years  been  a  seaman  on  board  merchant  vesaels  of  the 
United  States  and  is  entitled  to  protection  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  at 
the  time  of  the  arbitrary  arrest  hereinbefore  mentioned  was  pursuing  affiant's  oocn- 
pation  as  a  seafaring  man. 

GUSTAYK  RicRxuxr. 

Subsoribed  and  sworn  to  by  the  aboTe-named  Gnstaye  Richelieu  before  ma,  at 
Boston,  in  said  district  of  Massachusetts,  this  22d  day  of  Jnly,  A.  D.  1896. 

[SBAUl  FRAISTK  H.  MaBOK, 

Glitk  ef  UnUed  States  DUtriet  Cawrt^  DUtriet  t(f  MaeseekmeetU. 


Copy  ef  dedlaroHon* 
United  States  distriet  oooxi. 

UNrrRB  8TATB8  OT  Amkrica,  Dietriot  of  Oregon,  $$: 

I,  Gnstave  Laymet,  being  first  duly  sworn,  declare  and  say  that  ft  Is  bona  fide  my 
intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America^  and  to  absolutely 
and  entirely  renounce  and  abjure  forever  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  every  and  any 
foreign  prince,  potentate.  State,  or  sovereignty  whatever,  and  partionlariy  to  the 
Gk>vemment  ox  i^Yance,  of  whom  I  am  a  subject. 

GnsTAYS  Latxst. 

Subsoribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  80th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1872. 

Ralph  Wilcox,  Clerk, 

United  States  of  America,  Dieiriet  of  Oregon,  u: 

I,  £.  D.  McKee,  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Oregon,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  full,  true^  and  correct  copy  of  the 
original  declaration  and  oath  of  intention  on  file  and  remaining  of  record  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subsoribed  my  name  and  affixed  the  seal 
of  the  said  district  court,  at  Portland,  in  said  district,  this  2d  Jnly,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  E.  D.  McKes, 

Clerk  of  ike  Viettriei  Cenrt  of  the  United  8taie$ /mr  the  DieMel  ^f  Oregon, 
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Mr.  Mar$e  to  Mr.  Olneff. 

WASHINaTON,  D.  0.9  August  18^  1896. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  brief  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  Gustave  Bichpliea,  seaman ,  against  Spain  for  pecuniary  indem- 
nity on  account  of  arbitrary  arrest  and  imprisonment  for  sixty-two  days 
by  the  administrative  authorities  at  Santiago  de  Ouba.  I  also  transmit 
an  additional  affidavit  of  the  complainant,  which  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  undersigned  to  be  filed  with  the  papers  heretofore  submitted  to  the 
Department. 

The  official  correspondence  relating  to  the  case  of  Kichelieu  and  his 
companion^  August  Bolten,  appears  in  Ex.  Doc.  No.  224,  Fifty  fourth 
Congress,  first  session,  pages  111-134,  and  discloses  a  case  of  cruel 
treatment  of  two  suffering  seamen,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  occurrences 
complained  of,  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and 
were  by  the  law  of  nations  and  treaty  stipulations  exempt  Irom  appre- 
hension by  Spain. 

On  behalf  of  complainants  the  intervention  of  the  Government  is 
solicitedi  in  order  that  such  redress  may  be  obtained  as  the  ends  of 
justice  and  the  exigency  of  the  c^se  demand. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Porter  Morse. 


AffidaviU 

Darinff  the  drat  week  In  October^  1893, 1  left  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  ship- 
pi  Dg  at  Wilniington,  N.  C,  on  board  of  the  schooner  Orlando ^  belonging  to  the  firm  of 
Green  dc  Co.,  of  Koston,  bonnd  to  Port  an  Prince,  Haiti.  *  *  *  at  St.  Marc,  a 
■mall  town  situated  at  a  distance  of  25  miles,  •  •  *  wnere  the  vessel  loaded  ^ith 
logwood  for  New  York.  Being  soniewbat  unwell,  I  applied  for  my  discharge,  i  had 
contracted  an  intermittent  fever  at  Wilmington.  After  landing  I  called  on  Mr.  Miot, 
the  American  consular  agent.  I  next  proceeded  to  Port  an  Prince,  where  I  estab- 
lished a  modem  restaurant  at  No.  15  rue  Americaine,  Port  an  Prince,  the  capital  of 
the  Republic.  I  gave  up  the  restaurant  in  the  month  of  July,  1894,  and  Dr.  Terrestre 
(Terresf),  the  consul,  settled  up  my  affairs  for  me. 

Minister  Smythe  was  then  on  leave  of  absence,  and  during  his  leave  lost  his  wife. 
From  that  time  until  the  month  of  February,  1895, 1  had  charge  of  the  business  of 
Raphael  Agramonta,  Nos.  9  and  11  rue  dee  Cesars,  Port  an  Prince.  There  I  made 
the  acquaintance  of  August  Bolten.  who  had  lauded  from  the  brig  Katheline.  He 
worked  for  the  minister  in  charge  ot  the  Episcopal  church,  and  that  minister  made 
us  a  prevent  of  the  boat.  We  fixed  it  up  and  repaired  it,  and  made  a  new  sail  for  it. 
That  minister,  moreover,  wrote  to  the  consul  at  Santiago,  who  came  to  see  while 
we  ivere  in  prison  at  Santiago  and  told  us  that  that  letter  had  stupefied  the  Spanish 
anthoritiee,  and  that  their  whole  intrigue  was  broken  up.  I  thiuK  that  that  letter 
mnst  be  at  the  Department. 

W'hen  we  left  Port  an  Prince  we  had  onr  clearance  from  the  legation,  counter- 
iiigned  by  the  commandant  of  the  place,  for  the  Cape.  This  proves  that  we  had  no 
dealings  with  the  insurgents  ae  we  have  been  snspccted  of  having. 

We  wished  to  engage  in  turtle  catching,  each  turtle-shell  being  worth  $11, 
undreeeed,  and  we  were  encouraged  to  do  so  by  a  merchant,  who  told  ns  that  he 
wonld  talce  all  that  we  could  get. 

If  the  wind  had  not  driven  us  onto  the  coast  of  Cuba  we  should  still  be  at  the  Cape, 
and  I  ehould,  I  dare  say,  be  in  a  bett(»r  pecuniary  situation  than  I  now  am. 

We  had  no  arma  and  nad  lost  onr  mast,  sail,  and  ropes,  our  boat  having  capsized. 
We  were,  moreover,  entirel  v  ont  of  provisions  when  we  reached  Alligator  Bay.  That 
was  the  thirtl  day  that  we  had  been  without  food. 

The  examining  Judge  having  telegraphed  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  became  convinced 
that  we  had  left  without  any  other  person  with  us  and  without  any  arms.  When  we 
were  arrested  I  told  the  commandant  that  if  he  would  telegraph  at  once  he  would 
be  oonviuced;  he  paid  no  attention  to  this,  however,  but,  after  we  had  been  turned 
over  to  the  eivil  aathoritiea,  the  examining  magistrate,  who  is  a  perfect  gentleman, 
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hftd  the  kindness  to  listen  to  ns^talegiaphed,  and  wes  eonTinoed  in  forty-elglil  lionrs 
that  we  were  innooent.  The  others  might  haye  hecome  convinced  of  oar  innocence, 
hnt  tbey  were  not  willing  to  take  time  to  do  so,  notwithstAnding  the  energetic  pro- 
tests of  the  consol.  They  kept  us  in  confinement  for  sixty-two  days.  I  trust  that 
the  record  kept  by  the  consnlgives  more  specific  details  of  all  the  trouble  that  the 
Department  had  to  get  us  out  of  that  prison. 

i  contracted  pains  in  that  prison  which  I  shall  have  for  the  rest  of  my  life,  and  am 
troubled  with  a  great  lack  of  energy.  If  I  had  been  a  British  or  a  German  subject 
I  should  certainly  have  had  redress.    John  Bull  is  prouder  than  Uncle  Sam. 

Now,  I  came  to  America  in  1865,  and  made  a  declaration  of  my  intention  to  become 
an  American  citizen  in  1872  at  Portland.  Oreg.  I  worked  for  the  American  Govern- 
ment in  1884  as  a  steward  on  board  of  tne  survey  schooner  Eagle. 

The  first  American  vessel  on  which  I  shipped  was  the  bark  Rotwell,  Captain  Saw- 
yer, of  Boston,  Mass.  I  shipped  on  board  of  this  vessel  at  Portland,  Oreg.,  in  1872. 
We  lost  eight  men  off  Cape  Horn,  who  were  washed  overboard  by  a  heavy  sea.  We 
afterwards  put  into  Valparaiso,  Chile.  I  there  shipped  on  board  of  the  Oovemor 
LangdoUf  of  Boston,  bound  to  Iquique,  Peru,  where  she  was  to  take  in  a  cargo  of 
nitrate  for  Hamburg.  In  1876  I  shipped  on  board  of  the  G.  B.  Boland,  of  New 
York,  Captain  Balser,  which  was  bound  to  Cadiz,  Spain,  to  get  a  caigo  of  aalt  for 
Gloucester,  Massi  Since  then  I  have  always  remained  on  shore  or  made  voyages  to 
the  West  Indies  to  get  sugar  and  molasses.  I  made  these  voyages  on  boara  of  the 
following  vessels: 

Brig  BoeJey  Glen,  Captain  Bray;  schooner  Jennie  Logwood  (Loehoood^),  Captain 
Thomas;  schooner  Sarah  Lawrence,  Captain  Faro;  schooner  Baymond  T.  Maul, 
Captain  Smith;  schooner  Ligzie  Young,  Captain  Pierce;  brigDatay  Bogton,  Captain 
Harding. 

In  1892  or  1893  I  shipped  on  board  of  the  barkentine  FrancHe,  of  Baltimore,  for 
Brazil.  I  have  also  been  eniployed  on  board  of  several  vessels,  the  names  of  whose 
captains  I  have  forgotten.  I  have  been  employed  on  board  of  American  vessels  for 
twenty  years.  The  year  that  I  was  on  board  of  the  United  States  schooner  £agle 
was  the  year  when  Mr.  Cleveland  was  first  elected.  The  name  of  Gustavo  Lay  met 
will  be  easilv  found  among  the  records  of  the  administrative  surveys.  During  that 
same  year  I  lost  my  family  and  took  the  name  of  Gustavo  Richelieu. 

GUSTATK  JEbCBBUBlT. 

Unitbd  States  District  Court,  District  of  Maseadkutette,  $t: 

Boston,  Julg  SO,  1896, 

Then  appeared  the  above-named  Gustavo  Richelieu  and  made  oath  before  me  that 
the  foregoing  statements  by  him  subscribed  by  him  are  true. 

[ssAL.]  *  FRAinc  H.  Mason,  Clerk. 


Before  the  Department  of  State.    In  the  matter  of  the  claim  of  Gustave  Richelieu 
against  Spain  on  account  of  arbitrary  arrest  and  imprisonment. 

Brief  on  behalf  of  complainant, 

STATBMXNT  of  CA8B. 

The  comptlainant,  a  citizen  by  birth  of  France,  came  to  the  United  States  In  1865, 
and  has  resided  in  the  United  States  since  that  aate.  On  the  30th  day  of  May,  1873, 
Ln  the  city  of  Portland,  State  of  Oregon,  and  under  the  name  of  Gustavo  Laymet,  he 
declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citisen  of  the  United  States.  (Certificate  of  the 
clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court;  affidavit  of  complainant.) 

Subsequent  to  such  declaration  he  has  served  as  seaman  or  steward  on  American 
merchant  vessels  for  more  than  twenty  years.  A  portion  of  this  service  was  as 
steward  on  the  Government  survey  schooner  Bagre.  (Additional  affidavit  of  com- 
plainant.) In  1893  he  embarked  at  the  port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  the  schooner 
Orlando,  belonging  to  the  American  firm  of  Green  &.  Co.,  of  Boston,  destined  for 
Port  an  Prince,  Haiti,  where  she  went  to  take  a  cargo  of  Campeachy  wood  for  New 
York.  Havinf^  been  taken  ill  with  fever  at  Port  an  Prinoe,  he  secured  his  diseharge, 
and  for  some  time  remained  at  the  last-mentioned  port  en^^ffed  in  keeping  a  restau- 
rant. Here  he  made  the  acquaintanoe  of  August  Bolton,  a  citisen  by  naturalisation 
of  the  United  States,  who  bad  been  discharged  from  tne  bris  Katheline,  Having 
concluded  to  enter  together  upon  the  adventure  of  turtle  fishing,  they,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  minister  of  the  English  Episcopal  Church,  secnrea  a  Bmkn  fishing 
•mack  and  started  upon  their  Toyaffe  in  search  of  turtles.  On  the  8th  of  February, 
1885,  they  sailed  from  the  port  of  Port  an  Prince  for  Cape  Haitien  with  regular 
papers  issued  fh>m  the  AmeneaE  oonsolate,  ider>ifying  them  and  raoogniiinf  their 
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AjBeriesB  eftiaenahip.    (Menorimls  of  Bolten  and  Bioheliea,  Ex.  Doe.  224,  Flflj- 
fbarih  CongreM.  first  seadoD,  pp.  112,  llS,  118, 119.) 

Btnsa  of  woMher  disabled  tbair  boat  so  seriouslv  that  they  put  Into  a  small  port 
callod  Cape  de  la  Bay.  Here  they  were  arrested  by  soldiers,  who  carried  tnem 
before  an  officer,  who,  after  examining  their  pajMrs,  released  them.  At  this  port 
they  remained  twenty-funr  hoars,  repaired  the  boat  as  best  they  coald,  and  proceeded 
to  81.  Nicholas  Mole,  Haiti,  where  they  remained  one  day.  On  the  l^th  of  February • 
1895,  Ihey  set  sail  for  Cape  Haitian,  but  wind  and  current  being  against  them,  ana 
▼ery  strong,  they  were  driven  out  to  sea.  After  drifting  abont  for  three  days,  two 
of  which  they  were  without  food  and  with  but  little  drinking  water,  they  came  within 
sight  of  the  Cuban  coast  and  made  for  the  nearest  port,  which  proved  to  be  Caimanera, 
known  as  Alligator  Bav,  whioh  they  reached  on  the  16th  of  February.    Here  their 

Supers  were  inspected  by  the  captain  of  the  port  and  by  the  United  States  consul  at 
uantanamo,  wno  gave  them  some  aid  and  advised  them  to  sail  for  Santiago  d^  Cuba. 
Accordingly,  on  the  19th  of  February,  they  set  sail  for  that  port  and  arrived  on  the 
^d  of  February,  when  they  at  once  reported  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  instU 
totad  an  examination  of  boat  and  baggage.  They  asked  to  be  conducted  to  the  office 
of  the  United  States  consul,  but  instead  of  being  directed  there  they  were  sent  under 
guard  to  prison,  notwithstanding  their  earnest  protest.  Here  they  were  confined  in 
a  loathsome  prison,  in  company  of  the  lowest  description  of  criminals,  for  sixty -two 
daysy  ander  circumstances  of  indignity  and  outrage  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  authori< 
tiea,  which  are  detailed  in  the  memorials  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State.  The 
United  States  consul  made  earnest  and  repeated  efforts  to  secure  their  release,  but 
his  efforts  were  of  no  avail  until  after  the  lapse  of  the  long  imprisonment  mentioned. 
The  eomplainanta  have  consistently  protested  that  neiuier  during  the  times  men- 
tioned, nor  at  any  other  time  or  place,  have  they  engaged  in  what  is  called  a  filibus- 
tering expedition  against  the  Spanish  Government,  nor  have  they  in  any  way  taken 
part  in  any  revolutionary  movement  in  Cuba  or  elsewhere;  and  no  testimony  or 
proof  was  produced  by  Spain  during  their  long  imprisonment  showing  or  tending  to 
show  that  they  had  at  any  time  or  place  engaged  in  such  unlawful  acts. 

The  case  in  brief  is  this :  A  fishing  smack,  bound  firom  one  Haytien  port  to  another, 
bearing  two  half-starved  seamen  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  is 
forced  by  stress  of  weather  and  lack  of  food  into  a  Cuban  port.  They  at  once  report 
to  the  captain  of  the  port,  produce  their  papers  for  inspection,  explain  their  dis- 
treeeing  situation,  and  request  to  be  directed  to  the  United  States  consul.  Instead 
of  complying  with  this  request  their  lK>at  was  seized  and,  without  arraignment  or 
serviee  of  Judicial  process,  thev  were  placed  under  guard,  conveyed  to  prison,  and 
locked  np.  (Memorials  of  Bolten  ana  Richelieu,  pp.  1  and  2.  £x.  Doc.  No.  224, 
Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  p.  113.)  The  boat  carried  no  cargo  or  passen- 
gers— indeed,  there  was  do  accommodation  for  either,  and  there  was  no  mystery  or 
concealment  in  their  movements.  Upon  being  informed  of  their  arrest,  the  United 
States  consul  promptly  went  to  the  prison,  interviewed  them,  and  being  satisfied 
with  the  trut^  of  their  representations,  secured  their  release.  The  next  day,  while 
at  the  United  States  consulate,  they  were  rearrested  upon  a  fictitious  charge,  which 
was  equally  flimsy  and  groundless  as  that  upon  which  they  were  first  apprehended. 
(£x.  Dap.  No.  224,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  p.  113.)  They  were  then  con- 
veyed to  a  loathsome  prison,  where  they  were  subject  to  cruel  treatment,  and  held 
for  sixty-two  days,  notwithstanding  the  earnest  and  repeated  remonstrances  of  the 
accredited  representatives  of  the  United  States,  (lb.,  pp.  113-133.— Memorials  of 
Bolten  and  Richelieu.) 

One  of  these,  Bolten,  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and  a  demand 
for  pecuniary  indemnity  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  on  account  of  arrest  and  false  imprison- 
ment has  been  submitted  to  Spain.  The  present  brief  is  submitted  in  behalf  of  his 
associate,  Richelieu. 

L 

The  preliminary  qnestUm  whioh  arises  upon  this  state  of  facts  Is: 

Is  tlie  oomplainant  Riehelien  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States  as 

against  Spain? 

Os  behalf  of  the  complainant  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  he  is,  upon  two 
gronunds :  First,  by  reason  of  his  declaration  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  acquisition  of  domicile  therein;  and,  second,  by  reason  of  his  service  for 
more  than  twenty  years  as  seaman  on  board  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States 
after  him  declaradon  to  become  a  citizen. 

1.  Afl  against  a  third  power,  complainant  has  ''a  quasi-right  to  protection"  after 
he  has  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  eitiaen. 

(Seoretary  of  State  Frellnghuysen  to  Mr.  Wallace,  Foreign  Relations  of  the  United 


pp,  SS.  5im;   ilai'iBtf  jr  BmjWK^m  r—timitiiiM  te 

iot^iiiihip  arixiiii^  in  the  T'.nited  ^^catea  is  deSflsminabJs  by  our  Isw. 

Tli«  qneatimw :  'A'lio  are  cicizens,  on  what  ooiidltioiift  an  pexaaav  admltaBtl  te  cx%- 
i^^nmiiip,  ars  «|iMatii>iia  oi  eonatitatunial  Isw  wiuck  eaah  Stsoe  diatezmiiies  fiir  itteiil 
Aa«i  a»  aa  t«>  prot6<tiaa  and  anegiaaea.    '  Opjnfi— t  af  4ttnnwy-€<maTaf,  raL  12,  p. 

By  aet  af  Caocnraaa,  Xanb  3,  IS83  12  Stet.  L^  a^  731  .  aiwia  wbo  bad  mvia  a  4ec- 
Jaratina  af  mtentum  to  bacauia  (^itiaaaa  want  aiaae  sabjef:^  ta  cfaa  anlitary  &alL 

If  thft  flfearaa  af  aliea  bnra  reaiftenta  in.  raepeet  ta  dia  aaontry  af  aiioptiDn  wazxai3U 
tbeir  beio^  draftoed  iata  'ha  9&crirje  af  the  SCato,  aAs'  dadaratiaii  af  mCeatiaD.  coo- 
tiatsnejy  au4  jnati4?«  waald  Mefli  to  reqniza  tiias  wiule  in  tiiia  tnc&«Ni&a  sfiasa  af  eit* 
ia«iwhip  tbay  riiaal«i  xar^iTa  aroteetion  finai.  ontrigB  and  indignitj  at  tfaa  baada  of 
aa  4i4hsidmm  Stata,  partirnlany  ii  aaeh  $Kate  ia  aoc  tfaa  3tete  of  ari^ia. 

It  ia  a«it;  aawav^r,  Bacenfiary  to  riaim  that  tfaa  aHse  dH«laratiwn  6b  Ibfiiiian!  a  crt* 
iaea  ehan^pad  Aa  nationalicj  (^  eomplainaBt;  kot  aorii  darlaratinn.  VM^&ar  with  an 
6aCabIi<«lMd  daadeile  ezt^ndin^  av^  a  laog  penad  <rf  JWBei^  didantitia  aim  ta  daaiaru? 
Ae  pTAteettao  &f  tha  Tnited  ijftitaa. 

A  peiaan  domieiled  ia  tba  United  StafeM  ia  iotitlad  "ta  mmr  qra  and  eanaidipratioiiy 
aad  la  awat  qreniaafmirti  auij  ba  fajparded  aa  nndar  anr  proteetioB.'^  i  Mr.  MarcT, 
^A^eUTj  0i  sHata,  ta  Mr.  Boefaaaan,  MareJi  17,  ISoi.  MSS.  Inat.,  <^.  Bnt^  WI:ar- 
taai.  Dig.,  tee,  VSf^ .  By  the  paiaanal  iaatractiaaa  aflba  Departmant  af  State,  iaaaed 
byifr.  Bayard,  Seeretarr  of  dtale,  ia  l^flS,  ia  aaetiaa  US  it  ii  pcoTided  that  *' nothing 
iMvaia  eaotaiaed  ia  to  be  coBttmed  aa  in  aay  way  abnigiB^  tba  zi^bt  af 
domiciled  la  tba  tTaited  SHatea,  bat  aot  aatnzaliaBd  tbaram,  ta  maisl 
ally  their  ataiaa  of  domieile,  aad  ta  daiai  prateetiaA  ftani  tbia  Gowjaaiaat  ia  tha 
i»afiktenan««  of  aneb  statoa."    (WbartoBy  Int.  Dif  .,  aee.  138.) 

"The  j\%h^e  wbirb  spring  froai  dancila  ia  taa  United  Statea.  aipactally  wbaa 
eoirpled  With  a  deeboatiOB  of  intantioo  ta  buiuaia  a citizeB,  axa  worthy  af  defiastioti 
by  aiata  ta.  Tba  atraager  eoaring  hither  with  inteat  ta  Fnaain,  aitablnbiBS  bia  reai- 
d«nc<^  in  our  midat,  eontribntiDi^  ta  the  geaflfal  walfire,  aad  by  bia  Talaatary  act 
Aee\w\n%  hia  pnrpoae  ta  aanma  tba  reaponaibilitiga  af  qtiiaaihip^  tbateby  ^na  aa 
In^; boate  fitat na  w h i ch  legialatuMi  Bay propariy  define.*  (P^fidnat Cleyrliad,  Ftxat 
Annna)  Measaffe,  1S85,) 

It  wi]]  be  obMTTed  that  in  the  opiniea  af  Preadcat  Qarafauid  Ae  rig^t  aziata, 
and  it  ia  daairabJe  that  it  aboold  be  defined  \fj  appiwpriate  Iq^ialatioa. 


2.  By  raaaoD  ip(  bit  Berriee  aa  taamtn  on  board  a  ▼wiil  of  tiie  United  Statea, 

by  ttroM  Off  weather  into  a  Spaaiabportyeoraplainaat  ia  aatitled  ta  tba  protection 
of  the  United  0tatea  against  Bpain. 

Wbatarar  dlfferenee  of  opinion  tbera  may  be  aa  ta  the  ezteai  of  tba  protectioD 
whieb  aa  alien  wlio  liaa  deelarad  bia  intcetioa  to  baeama  a  citiiaB  pf  tba  United 
0iatet|  and  baa  eatablialied  a  domicile  therein ,  may  piaperly  elaim  Iran  tiba  United 
Htate^y  it  wonld  seem  to  ba  elear  that  aa  aliea  who  kaa  declared  bia  intention  ta 
become  a  eitiasen,  and  haa  serred  aa  laanian  on  board  merchant  Taaiali  aft^ United 
fHatet  for  more  than  twenty  yearly  and  who.  being  Ibrced  into  a  Spaaiab  port  on  a 
▼ease]  of  %h0  United  Statee,  and  ia  arbitrarily  arrested  aad  imprisooed  by  Spaaiab 
administrative  aathorities,  ia  in  a  situation  to  appeal  to  tba  United  Statea  for  ledreaa. 

Soch  a  ease  seems  ta  1>e  corered  by  the  express  proriaiona  of  section  39,  act  of 
Jane,  1872  rStot.  L.,  toI.  17,  n.  266),  and  of  the  trssty  of  1785  between  Spain  aad  the 
United  States,  Articles  VI,  VII,  and  YIII. 

Section  29  of  the  act  of  Jnne  7. 1872,  is  eanried  into  the  RoTiaed  Statatea  of  the 
Unite^l  States  under  the  title  "  Nataralization,''  section  2174,  altiionj^  it  is  not  in 
a  strict  sense  a  "nataralization^  statate.  Bnt  it  is  a  proYision  "&  the  farther 
potection  of  seamen.'^  The  act  of  Jone  7, 1872,  waa  entitled  "An  act  to  antboriae 
the  appointment  of  shipping  oommissionera  by  the  several  oircnit  eonrts  of  the 
United  States,  to  saperin tend  the  shipping  and  oischarffe  of  seamen  engaged  in  mer> 
ohant  ships  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for  the  nirther  protection  of  seamen." 

This  legislation  was  the  rssnlt  of  a  comprehensiye  scheme  for  the  orderly  zegnla- 
tton  of  Americsn  shipping  interests  and  for  the  betterment  and  protection  of  seamen 
atigage<t  on  American  ships.  It  had  in  yiew  the  very  condition  and  circnmstencea 
developed  in  this  esse;  and  the  concluding  clause  oi  tlia  section  applies  azaetlv  te 
thacasainhaad."  nr  j 


*  "  ETsry  seaman,  being  a  foreigner,  who  dAlares  his  intention  of  becoming  a 
oitlz/cn  of  the  United  States  in  any  competent  court,  and  shall  baye  served  three 
years  on  board  of  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
snch  deolaratioiiy  may,  on  his  application  te  any  competent  court,  and  the  produc- 
tion of  his  eartitloate  of  his  declaration,  discharge,  and  good  oondnot  during  that 
tima,  to|rs^>>^  ^^*^  tha  oertifloate  of  bia  declaration  to  become  a  dtitsB,  ba  admitted 
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It  is  ft  matter  of  general  knowledge  ttet  a  large  proportion  of  tlie  seamen  on 
American  vessels  are  foreign  born,  and  it  was  to  encourage  them  to  become  citizens 
that  exceptional  and  attractive  provisions  were  enacted  which  facilitated  the  acqui- 
sition of  American  citizenship  and  extended  the  protectio  i  of  the  flag  over  them 
from  the  first  step  taken  to  ehange  their  national  cnaracter. 

A  wise  policy  and  the  commercial  character  of.  the  nation  has  naturally  made  the 
United  States  jealous  in  the  protection  of  its  seamen  and  prompt  in  the  vindication 
of  their  rights  wherever  and  by  whomsoever  assailed.  **  Trade  follows  the  flag  "  is 
a  maxim  of  commerce;  but  there  can  be  no  commerce  without  freedom  alike  for  ships 
and  crew.  ''Free  trade  and  sailor's  rights"  was  the  rallying  cry  of  an  eventful 
political  campaign.  And  the  war,  which  is  sometimes  said  to  have  supplemented 
the  American  Revolution;  was  waged  to  assure  protection  to  those  who,  on  the  high 
seas  as  elsewhere,  were  under  the  protecting  folds  of  the  American  flag. 

The  first  clause  of  the  section  admits  the  foreigner  who  shall  have  declared  his 
intention  and  diall  have  served  three  vears  on  board  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  United 
States  to  citizenship.  The  second  clause  provides  that  the  foreigner,  after  such 
declaration  and  sucn  service,  shall  be  deemed  a  citizen  for  the  purpose  of  manniug 
and  serving  on  board  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States,  anything  to  the 
contrary  in  any  act  of  Congress  notwithstanding.  And  the  third  clause — with  the 
interpretation  of  which  we  are  immediately  concerned — ^provides  that  "such  sea- 
man shall,  for  all  purposes  of  protection  as  an  American  citizen,  be  deemed  such, 
after  the  filing  of  his  declaration  of  intention  to  become  such  citizen." 

The  language  of  the  third  clause  is  so  plain  and  explicit  that  it  does  not  need 
ioterpretation.  And  the  only  question  for  determination  here  is :  Does  the  complain- 
ant bring  himself  within  its  provisions f  It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  he  does; 
and  that  for  all  purposes  of  protection  and  redress  he  is  to  be  deemed  an  American 
citizen  at  the  time  of  the  injuries  complained  of.  It  can  not  be  difficult  to  determine 
to  what  extent  the  Government  should  go  in  demanding  redress  from  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment in  the  case  of  an  American  citizen  who  has  been  the  victim  of  similar  treat- 
ment under  corresponding  circumstances.  Assuming  that  Richelieu  has  made  out 
his  right  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  United  States  in  obtaining  pecuniary  indemnity 
firom  Spain  on  account  of  the  grievances  complained  of,  we  proceed  to  a  consideration 
of  the  merits  of  the  case  as  established  by  tne  record. 

n. 

Neither  at  the  time  of  their  first  apprehension  nor  on  the  occasion  of  their  rearrest 
were  eomplainants  amenable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  authorities  of  Spain.** 

The  apprehension  and  confinement  of  complainants  and  the  seizure  of  their  smack 
was  in  direct  violation  of  the  guaranties  contained  in  Article  VIII  of  the  treaty  of 
1795  (Treaties  and  Conventions  between  the  United  States  and  other  Powers,  pp. 
1006, 1009).  By  the  express  language  of  this  article  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local 
sovereign  was  waived  and  suspended  in  respect  of  storm  or  distress  driven  vessels, 
snbjecta,  and  inhabitants;  and  the  United  States  consul  was  entirely  justified  in  his 
statement  that  the  coniplainants  were  "subject  to  the  provisions  contained  in  Arti- 
cle Vm  of  the  treaty.'^  (Ex.  Doc.  224,  Fift^-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  p.  116.) 

When  first  apprehended  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  United  States  consulate  to 
report  their  situation,  in  compliance  with  custom,  the  law  of  nations,  treaty  stipu- 
lations, and  the  laws  of  the  United  States :  and  when  rearrested  they  were  actuallv 
withiA  the  consulate.    (Memorial  of  Bolten,  p.  3;  Ex.  Doc.  No.  224,  Fifty-fourth 

s  eitiaon  of  the  United  States;  and  every  seaman,  being  a  foreigner,  shall,  after  his 
declaration  to  beeome  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  after  he  shall  have  served 
■nch  three  years,  be  deemed  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of 
manning  and  serving  on  board  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States,  anytning  to 
the  contrary  in  any  act  of  Congress  notwithstanding :  but  such  seaman  shall,  for 
sll  purposes  of  protection  as  an  American  citizen,  be  aeemed  such,  after  the  filing 
of  bis  ooelaration  of  intention  to  become  such  eitizen." 

*  "  In  ease  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either  parlP^,  with  their  shipping, 
whether  public  or  of  war,  or  private  or  of  merchants,  oe  forced,  through  stress  of 
weather,  pursuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any  other  urgent  necessity,  for  seeking  of 
ihelter  and  harbor,  to  retreat  and  enter  into  anv  of  the  rivers,  bays,  roads,  or  ports 
belonging  to  the  other  party,  they  shall  be  received  and  treated  with  all  humanity, 
ind  tiajoy  all  fisror  and  protection  and  help,  and  they  shall  be  permitted  to  refresh 
and  provide  themselves,  at  reasonable  rates,  with  victuals  and  lul  things  needful  for 
the  sustenance  of  their  persona  or  reparation  of  their  ships  and  prosecution  of  their 
voyage;  and  they  shall  in  no  way  be  hindered  firom  returning  out  of  said  ports  or 
raads,  bat  may  depart  when  and  whither  they  please,  without  any  lit  or  hindianoa." 
(Art  ym,  iMaty  17B6.)  'r        »  -v 
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CongnsB,  lint  BMBioii,p.  113 ;  Mi  of  Coogran,  SSfthlf  ay,  1796,  mo  4. )  llio  Motion  lieit 
refemd  to  reqnirw  tho  master  of  OTory  Toaael  of  the  United  States,  any  of  the  crew 
whereof  shall  hare  been  impressed  or  detained  by  any  foreign  power,  to  report  st 
the  first  port  at  whieh  snoh  Tessel  arriToSy  if  snch  impressment  or  detention  hap- 
pened on  the  high  seas  or  if  the  same  happened  within  any  foreign  port,  then  in  toe 
port  in  whieh  the  same  happened,  and  immediately  make  protest,  stating  the  man- 
ner  of  snch  impressment  or  detention,  by  whom  made,  together  with  the  name  and 
place  of  residence  of  the  person  impressed  or  detiuned;  distingnishing  also  whethfi 
tie  WM  an  American  citizen ;  and  ii'  not,  to  what  nation  he  belonged.  (Bev.  State. 
U.  S.,  p.  889.  see.  4589.)  Persons  in  this  situation  are  within  the  expioM  conditions 
of  Article  VIII  of  the  treaty  of  1796,  and  as  snch  were  exempt  from  tho  oItiI  or 
military  jurisdiction  of  the  local  anthorities.  A  representation  of  tho  facts  which 
brought  complainants  within  these  conditions  was  made  to  the  captain  of  the  port 
immediately  on  landing,  and  wM  repeated  to  the  civil  and  military  anthorities  of 
Spain.  (Memorial  of  Bolton,  p.  3;  Ex.  Doe.  224,  Fifty-fonrth  Congress,  first  session, 
p.  113  et  seq.) 

The  truth  and  acenracy  of  thestatements  of  complainants  hare  not  been  impeached 
in  any  material  respect.  But  the  Spanish  anthorities  in  Cuba  wantonly  disregarded 
the  law  of  nations,  the  treaty  stipnlations,  and  the  protests  of  the  Department  of 
State,  commnnicated  throneh  the  consul-eeneral  and  the  consul.  It  is  clear  that  it 
WM  not  ignorance  of  the  obligations  whion  the  law  of  nations  and  the  ^eaty  stipn- 
lations imposed  upon  Spain  in  respect  of  indiyiduals  situated  as  were  the  complain- 
ants, but  it  WM  a  YindictiTo  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  authoritiM  to  torture  thcM 
unfortunate  and  destitute  seamen  as  long  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so  in  dofiaoM  of 
the  United  States. 

Article  XIX  of  the  treaty  of  1795  proTides  that  ''consuls  shall  be  recipxx>cally 
established,  with  the  priYile^[M  and  powers  which  thoM  of  the  most  favored  nations 
enjoy,  in  the  ports  where  their  consuls  reside  or  are  permitted  to  be."  And  the  con* 
snlar  convention  of  February  22, 1870,  between  Spain  and  the  North  German  Con- 
federation contains  articles  exempting  storm-driven  vessels  from  local  jurisdiction, 
and  specifies  the  functions  and  privileges  of  consuls,  vice-consuls,  and  conanlar 
agents.  (Martens,  RecenU  Qeneral  do  Traates  et  autres  actes  relatives  aox  rapports 
de  droit  international.  Tome  UX,  p.  21,  et  seq.)  Under  the  most-favored-nation 
clause  United  States  consuls  in  Spain  exercise  corresponding  functions,  and  are 
entitled  to  like  jurisdiction. 

The  outrage  which  the  administrattve  authorities  of  Spain  at  Santiago  de  Cuba 
inflicted  upon  complainants  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  treaty  stipulations, 
and  the  laws  of  humanity,  constitutes  an  offense  against  the  United  States  and  is  an 
indignity  to  the  flag  whion  covered  tiiem.  The  arrest  of  complainants  seems  to  have 
been  made  without  any  sufficient  ground  or  proof  that  can  excuse  or  palliate  the 
arbitrary  action  of  the  authorities,  while  their  subjection  to  unusual  cruel  treat 
ment  and  long  imprisonment,  notwithstanding  the*  evidences  of  their  innocent  oocn- 
pat  ion  furnished  almost  immediately  after  arrest  by  the  United  States  consol  and 
others,  indicates  a  studied  purpose  to  inflict  punishment  upon  two  American  seamen 
whom  misfortune  had  placed  in  their  power,  regardless  of  guilt  or  innocence.  All 
the  circumstances  of  arrest  and  imprisonment  on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  subal- 
tern and  superior,  point  to  a  lack  of  good  faith  and  honest  action.  Two  days  after 
arrest  the  United  States  consul  adviMd  the  comandanoia  that  complainants  were 
entitled  to  protection  m  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  that  their  papers  were  in 
regular  form ;  and  that  their  preMnoe  in  Santiago  was  due  to  streu  of  weather  and 
misfortune.  And  in  a  few  days  abundant  proof  of  the  truth  of  their  story  wm 
forthcoming.  (Ex.  Doc.  No.  224,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  pp.  llSy  116 
128,  and  129.) 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1895,  the  United  StatM  consul  advised  the  Department  of 
State  M  follows:  ''There  have  been  no  definite  ohargM,  no  releaM,  and  the  men 
have  bMu  imprisoned  seven  weeks  to-day,  and'I  can  see  no  reasonable  groond  to 
expect  a  speedy  trial."    (lb.,  p.  123.) 

The  excnse  given  for  the  rearrest  of  complainants  wm  stated  to  be  that  "the 
comandancia  had  received  word  that  the  men  had  left  Guantanamo  without  a  per* 
mit."  This  reason  for  arrest  appears  to  have  been  an  afterthought  of  the  autborities. 
If  it  were  true,  the  omission  was  not  an  offeuM  which  justified  the  harsh  treatment  to 
which  they  were  subjected.  Quantanamo,  like  Santiago,  wm  a  harbor  of  refnge, 
and  not  a  port  of  destination  or  departure.  "  Thitf  charge,"  wrote  the  United  States 
consul,  "is  admitted  to  be  no  more  than  a  pretext  for  continued  imprisonment." 
(Ex.  Doc.  No.  224,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  p.  112.)  Subsequent  events 
proved  the  correctness  of  this  declaration  of  ihe  consul.  (lb.,  pp.  112  and  133.)  At 
a  date  not  stated,  but  which  wm  prior  to  May  4, 1895,  Qeneral  Saloedo,  civil  governor, 
announced  to  the  correspondent  of  the  United  PreM,  "that  tha  Qovamment  fonnd 
the  men  absolntelv  innocent."    (lb.,  ib.,  p.  130.) 

The  papers  in  their  pMsssfiiwi  ftilly  substantiated  their  story  and  wen  anffloient 
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to  aatititt  them  to  full  proteotioii.  (Ex.  Doe.  No.  234^  Fifty-fonrUi  CongreM.  tint 
eeenoB,  pp.  111-120.) 

Whether  or  not  eompl»]n«nts  had  m  satBoient  or  legnlar  elearanoe  from  Port  an 
Prinoe  wee  no  concern  of  the  Spanish  authorittee  at  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Both  the 
port  of  departure  (Port  an  Prince)  and  the  port  of  destination  (Cape  Haytien)  were 
ontelde  the  Jariadictlon  of  Spain.  Ae  the  United  States  oonsnl  has  pointed  out,  this 
waa  a  mere  pretext  by  which  it  was  sought  to  exonse  arbitrary  acts  and  to  justify 
procrastination  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities.  The  voyage  contemplated  did 
not  even  include  any  Cuban  port  as  a  port  of  call.  It  was  stress  of  weather  and 
lack  of  food  that  carried  complainants  against  their  will  into  Cuban  harbors. 

In  Tiew  of  the  whole  record  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conclusion  that  the  shif^ 
log  ehaiges  were  gotten  up  by  the  authorities  to  meet  recurrent  emergencies,  were 
Hotitionsy  and  were  known  to  be  so  when  made.  The  holding  of  the  complainants 
by  the  **  military  officiahi "  for  more  than  a  month  and  their  subsequent  transfer  to 
the  ''eiWl  authorities"  under  the  ciroumstaneee  lias  all  the  appearance  of  a  scheme 
to  harxy  and  persecute  these  unfortunate  seamen.  The  fact  tnat  they  were  recog- 
nieed  ae  citizens  of  the  United  States  seemed  tp  militate  against  them  and  not  in 
their  favor.  These  authorities  were  fertile  in  ori^natinff  charges,  for  it  appears 
that  the  supposed  act  of  tlie  United  States  consul  m  furnishing  complainants  with 
American  newspapers  containing  a  picture  of  Jos^  Marti,  a  Cuban  reyolutionist, 
eoDStituted  an  offense  which  was  to  be  imputed  to  the  men  under  arrest.  But  treat- 
ment of  this  character  of  American  oitizens  and  Amerioan  interests  in  the  island  of 
Cnba  has  been  going  on  for  forty  years,  and,  as  the  archives  of  the  Department 
abondantlv  testiiy,  the  forbearance  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
been  oiet  by  the  persistent  and  continuous  spoliation  and  outrage  of  its  citizens. 
(Mr.  Fish,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Lopez  Roberts,  December  38,  1870,  cited  in 
Wharton's  Int.  Dig.,  vol.  3,  p.  8402;  Proceedings  of  the  United  States  and  Spanish 
Claima  Commission,  under  agreement  February  12, 1871;  Ex.  Doc.  224,  Fifty-fourth 
Ccmgresa,  Hist  session.) 

The  sole  subject  of  inquiry  to  which  the  authorities  might  have  properly  or  right- 
fully addressed  themselves  was,  Did  the  apparent  fkots  bring  complainants  within 
the  conditions  of  Article  VIII,  treaty  of  1796f 

Tliat  they  did  the  local  authorities  had  the  evidence  of  their  own  eyes,  the  uncon- 
tradicted statement  of  complainants,  and  the  assurance  of  the  United  States  consul, 
which  was  slmost  immediately  confirmed,  and  which,  in  default  of  proof  to  the 
eontrary,  should  have  been  aooepted  as  oonoluaive. 

m. 

Having  been  Ibroed  through  stress  of  weather  and  urgent  neoessity  into  a  Cuban 
port  while  navigating  an  American  fishing  smack,  complainant  and  his  associate, 
August  Bolten,  were  exempted  fVom  oflScious  and  arbitrary  interference  of  the 
local  Spanish  authorities  by  the  law  of  nations  and  by  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
sf  1795  between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

TBM  LAW  or  MAvuam, 

This  isunnni^  from  local  jurisdiction  of  vessels,  crew,  and  passengers,  driven  into 
a  foreign  port  through  stress  of  weather  or  urgent  necessity,  was  forcibly  stated  by 
Mr.  Webster  in  the  correspondence  with  Lord  Ashburton  in  the  case  of  the  Creole.; 
and  the  rule  of  law  and  the  comity  and  practice  of  nations  is  well  established  by 
authority. 

"A  vessel  driven  by  strees  of  weather  has  a  right  to  enter,  even  by  force,  into  a 
foreign  port.''    (Vattel,  Book  2,  ch.  9,  sec.  123;  Puffendorf,  Book  3,  ch.  3,  seo.  8.) 

A  vessel  compelled  by  stress  of  jreather  or  other  unavoidable  necessity  has  a 
right  to  seek  shelter  in  any  harbor,  as  incident  to  her  right  to  navigate  the  ocean, 
until  the  danger  is  past,  and  she  can  proceed  again  in  safety. 

The  effect  of  stress  of  weather  in  exempting  vessels  from  liability  to  local  law. 
when  they  are  driven  by  it  within  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  state,  is  well 
settled  by  authority  in  various  classes  of  oases,  viz,  in  reference  to  the  blockade  of 
Uarbon  and  coasts;  of  prohibited  intercourse  of  vessels  between  certain  ports  that 
are  subject  to  quarantine  regulations;  intercourse  between  certain  countries  or  seo- 
itons  of  countries  which  is  interdicted  from  motives  of  mercantile  ppUoy :  and  in 
esses  of  liability  to  general  custom  duties.  (The  Frederick  Molkel,  Rob.  Rep.,  87; 
Tbe  ColuuibUf  ib.,  156 ;  The  Juffrow  Maria  Schroeder,  3  Rob.,  153 :  The  Hoffnung,  6  lb., 
116;  The  Mwry,  1  Qall.,  206;  Prince  v.  U.  S.,  2  Gall.,  204;  Peisoh  e.  Ware,  4  Crauch, 
317:  Lord  Raymond,  388,  501 ;  Reeves's  Law  of  Shipping,  203 :  The Francie  and  Eliga, 
H  Wheat,  398:  Sea  Laws,  arts.  29,  30,  and  31;  The  Gertrude,  3  Story  Rep.,  68.) 

**  It  can  only  be  a  people  who  have  made  but  little  progress  in  civilization  that 
would  not  permit  foreign  vessels  to  seek  safety  in  their  po^,  when  driven  there  by 
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stress  of  weather,  except  under  the  charge  of  paying  impost  duties  on  their  eaisoM 
or  on  penalty  of  condsoation,  where  the  cargo  oonsisted  of  prohibited  goods.*  (Ths 
Gertrude,  8  Story  Rep.,  68.) 

Mr.  Webster,  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  dlplomatio  letter  of  Ang^ost  1, 1842,  te 
Lord  Ashborton,  British  minister  at  WashiDgton,  contended  that  if  a  Tassel  be 
driven  by  stress  of  weather  or  other  necessity,  or  carried  bv  nnlawfbl  force  into  s 
British  port,  even  if  it  be  a  prohibited  or  blockaded  port,  tnat  neceeslcy  exempted 
the  vessel  from  all  penalty  and  hazard.  These  immunities  were  nresnmed  to  exist 
as  a  ^art  of  civilization  and  to  be  allowed  until  expressly  retracteoL  This  presump- 
tion is  deemed  to  be  ^art  of  the  voluntary  and  adopted  law  of  nations.  There  hat 
been  occasional  criticism  of  some  of  the  propositions  advaneed  by  Mr.  Webst^^  in 
this  correspondence,*  bat  no  authoritative  or  judicial  dissent  eaa  be  produced. 
Although  advanced  arguendo,  there  has  not  been  in  modem  times  any  reepectable 
dissent  from  so  much  of  Mr.  Webster's  propositions  as  related  to  exemption  from 
local  jurisdiction  of  storm- driven  or  refuge-seeking  vessels,  their  passengers,  orew. 
and  cargo.  A  distinction  has,  however,  been  drawn  between  the  status  of  mercliant 
vessels  voluntarily  entering  foreign  ports  for  purposes  of  trade  and  such  as  have 
entered  or  been  driven  in  by  stress  or  weather  or  other  necessity.  And  the  proposi- 
tions of  Mr.  Webster,  which  have  been  sometimes  questioned,  are  those  which  relate 
to  the  former. 

But  even  in  respect  to  the  former,  the  practice  under  the  influence  of  the  law  ol 
nations,  and  by  the  comity  of  civilized  modem  States,  as  Mr.  Webster  w^  inaiste, 
is  for  the  sovereign  of  the  port  to  waive  in  favor  of  the  soyerei|;n  of  the  flag  the 
exercise  of  jurisuiotion  in  relation  to  all  matters  except  those  which  oonoam  police 
reflation,  or  affect  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  port.  (The  Exchange,  7  Cranch.  140; 
Wildenhns's  Case,  120  U.  S.,  p.  1;  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  Grenada,  Nioank 
gua.  in  re  Captain  McCrea,  of  the  P.  M.  S.  8.  Hondurae,  Foreign  Relations  of  U.  8., 
1892,  pp.  45-49;  Dana^s  Wheaton,  Int.  Law,  No.  95,  note  58;  Halleok,  Int.  Law, 
p. ;  Albany  Law  Journal,  Nov.  1, 1890,  Vol.  ^LII,  p.  345  et  seq.,  where  the  anthorl- 
ties  are  collated :  Mr.  Gresham,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Huntington,  Foreign  Bela- 
tions  of  the  United  States,  1894,  pp.  296,297.) 

In  the  cases  of  the  Creole,  the  briff  EnierprxMe,  and  the  Hermo%a,  which  were  before 
the  Commission  of  Claims,  under  tne  convention  of  February  8, 1853,  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  there  was  full  discussion  of  these  proiKMitions  in 
direct  application  to  the  peculiar  occurrences  which  had  given  rise  to  this  oorre- 
spondence.  The  advocate  of  the  United  States  had  laid  down  on  behalf  of  the 
claimants  several  contentions,  which  set  out  in  substance  l^e  position  annoonoed  by 
Mr.  Webster.  These  were  resisted  arguendo  bv  the  advocate  of  Great  Britain. 
Upon  submission,  Mr.  Bates,  the  umpire,  took  the  following  positions,  and  made 
awards  in  favor  of  the  claimants :  ^'Tne  Creole  was  on  a  voyage,  sanctioned  and  pro- 
tected  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  by  the  law  of  nations.  Her  right  to 
navigate  the  ocean  could  not  be  questioned,  and,  as  growing  out  of  that  right,  the 
right  to  seek  shelter  or  enter  the  ports  of  a  friendly  power  in  case  of  distresa  or  of 
unavoidable  necessity.  «  *  *  These  rights,  sancuoned  by  the  law  of  nations, 
viz,  the  riG[ht  to  navigate  the  ocean  and  to  seek  shelter  in  ease  of  distress  or  other 
unavoidable  circumstances,  and  to  retain  over  the  ship,  her  cargo  and  passengers  the 
laws  of  her  country,  must  be  respected  by  all  nations,  for  no  independent  nation 
would  submit  to  their  violation."  (Report  of  the  Commission  on  British  and  Ameri- 
can Claims,  Convention,  February  8, 1853,  pp.  244,245.) 

It  was  well  said  by  the  United  States  commissioner,  with  whose  conoluaions  on 
this  branch  of  the  case  the  umpire  agreed,  that  ''The  right  of  a  State  bordering  on 
the  ocean  to  a  given  extent  over  the  waters  immediately  adjoining  attaches  for  cer- 
tain fiscal  purposes  and  purposes  for  protection.  But  the  Jurisdiction  thus  obtained 
is  by  no  means  exclusive.  Sovereignty  does  not  necessarily  imply  all  power,  or  that 
there  can  not  coexist  with  it  wiuiin  its  own  dominions  other  independent  and 
coeoual  rights.  Indeed,  the  exception  taken  furnishes  a  strong  argument  in  favor 
of  the  principle  contended  for,  because  the  same  rule  of  justice  tnat  gives  for  obtain 
purposes  Jurisdiction  over  the  waters,  as  incident  to  the  use  of  the  land,  extends,  for 
like  reasons,  a  right  over  the  land  for  temporary  use  and  shelter,  as  incident  to  the 
use  of  the  ocean.  The  rule  operates  with  e<]ual  validity  and  jnstiee  both  ways,  and 
its  application  in  the  one  case  sustains  and  justifies  it  in  the  other.  If  neiUier  right 
must  give  way  there  seems  to  be  no  eood  reason  why  the  older  and  better  right  of 
the  nations  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  ocean,  with  its  incidents,  shoiUd  be  sur- 
rendered  to  the  exclusive  claims  of  any  single  nation."    (lb.,  214,  215.) 

When  a  vessel,  engaged  in  a  lawful  voyage  by  the  law  of  nations,  is  compelled,  by 
stress  of  weather  or  other  inevitable  cause,  to  enter  the  harbor  of  a  frieuifly  nation 
for  temporary  shelter,  the  eigoyment  of  such  shelter  being  incident  to  the  right  to 

*  Hall,  International  Law,  p.  168,  note.  See  reply  to  Hall's  critioism  in  Albany 
Law  Journal,  November  1, 1896,  pp.  346-350. 
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iiATi^to  the  oeeMi,  earries  with  it,  oyer  the  reMel  and  penonal  relationa  of  those 
on  board,  the  rights  of  the  ooean,  so  far  aa  to  extend  OTor  it,  for  the  time  being,  the 
protection  of  the  laws  of  its  conntry.  (Opinion  of  Umpire  Bates  in  re  brig  Enter- 
prize;  Report  of  British  and  American  Commission,  nnder  Convention  of  February  8y 
1853,  p.  187.) 

The  principles  of  law,  stated  in  the  diplomatio  correspondence  of  the  American 
Secretary  of  State,  were  Judicially  recognized  by  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana 
in  the  ease  of  McCargo  «•  New  Orleans  Insurance  Company  (10  Bob.  La.,  202,  316). 

In  1845  Mr.  Wheaton,  in  an  article  upon  this  subject  in  the  RoTue  Francaise  et 
Etrani^ere,  Ix,  345  (Dana's  Wheaton,  sec.  103,  note),  sustained  the  position  of  Mr. 
Webster  as  to  the  rule  of  international  law  in  regard  to  ioununity  and  exemption 
from  local  jurisdiction  of  distress  vessels,  cargo,'  and  crews. 

The  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  concurred  in  the  view  announced  by 
the  American  Secretary  of  State.    (The  Creole^  40,  p.  98.) 

In  hie  speech  on  the  ease  of  the  brigs  Comet,  Emporium,  and  Enterpriee,  March  3, 
1810,  in  the  Seuate,  Mr.  Calhoun  had  stated  the  principle  in  substantially  the  same 
terms.     (3  Calhoun's  Works  by  Oralis,  466.) 

Bat  eren  if  it  could  be  questioned  that  the  exemption  from  local  Jurisdiction  of 
storm  or  distress-driven  vessels,  crew  and  passengers  exists  as  a  rule  of  the  law  of 
nations.  It  is  clearly  sanctioned  by  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

Tm  TBSATT  or  1796. 

Ariiele  VI  jwovides  for  the  protection  of  the  vessels  and  other  effects  of  citizens 
or  subjects  of  one  nation  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  other.  Article  VII  relieves  from 
embarf;o  or  detention  the  vessels  or  effects  of  subjects  or  citizens  and  secures  regu- 
lar and  orderly  Judicial  processes  for  the  trial  in  case  of  the  seizure  of  subjects  or 
citizens  for  debts  or  crimes.  Article  VIII  is  little  more  than  declaratory  of  the  law 
of  nations  in  this  regard,  but  It  consecrates  the  guarantee  of  immunity  fVom  appre- 
hension or  detention  by  proclaiming  it  solenmly  as  a  part  of  the  law  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  two  parties. 

Counsel  for  complainants  does  not  dwell  upon  the  guarantees  contained  in  the 
protocol  of  January  12, 1877,  because  in  our  view  of  the  case  the  complainants  were 
at  no  time  answerable  to  either  the  military  or  civil  jurisdiction  of  Spain.  They 
were  not  ''residing  in  Spain,  her  adjacent  islands,  or  her  ultramarine  possessions,'' 
but  were  cast  upon  her  territorial  waters  by  accident  and  distress.  But  had  thev 
been  actually  resident  in  Cuba  their  treatment  would  still  have  been  unusual, 
unwarranted,  and  harsh. 

The  circumntance  that  it  was  on  a  small  fishing  smack  that  the  complainants 
entered  the  port  of  refuge,  in  no  way  affects  the  character  or  extent  of  the  protec- 
tion to  which  they  were  entitled  under  the  law  of  nations  and  the  treaty  stipn- 
lations.  They  would  have  been  equally  entitled  to  exemption  from  arbitrary  arrest 
and  cruel  treatment  had  they  been  carried  in  on  a  floating  spar  or  on  the  deck  of  a 
clipper  ship  flying  the  American  flag.  (Wharton,  Int.  Dig.,  Vol.  3.,  sec.  410.) 
Article  VIII  of  the  treaty  of  1795  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  was  declara- 
torjr  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  is  conformable  to  the  comity  and  practice  of  modern 
civilized  States.  Just  one  year  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty  the  assaults  oiF 
Great  Britain  upon  the  rights  of  seamen  on  board  American  vessels  resulted  in  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  May  28,  1706  (1  Stat.  L.,  p.  477),  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
and  protection  of  American  seamen,"  the  substantive  provisions  of  which  are  carried 
into  the  Revised  SUtutes  of  the  United  States.    (Sees.  4588  and  4589.) 

IV. 

Vesaelfl  owned  by  eitisens  of  the  United  States  may  carry  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  on  the  high  seas,  and  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment^ thonl^h  from  being  foreini  built  or  from  other  causes  they  are  not  and  can 
not  be  reg[istered  as  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Ownership  is  the  basis  on  which  nationality  rests;  ownership  is  evidenced  by  bill 
of  sale  and  guaranteed  by  the  flag  she  carries;  foreign  nations  will  not  look  into  the 
question  of  title  nor  examine  how  Air  municipal  laws  have  been  complied  with,  so  as 
to  enable  the  ship,  for  municipal  purposes,  to  carry  the  flag:  a  certificate  or  pass- 
port from  the  sovereign  of  the  flag,  or  a  certificate  from  one  of  his  consuls,  that  the 
vessel  is  owned  by  one  of  his  citizens  or  subjects,  will  be  a  sufficient  assurance  that 
the  flag,  for  international  purposes,  is  rightfully  carried.  (Wharton  Int.  Law  Dig., 
VoL  III,  see.  410.) 

Dl  00II0U7S10N. 

The  law  of  nations,  treaty  stipulations,  andthelawsof  humanity  seem  equally  and 
persistently  disregarded  bv  Spain  when  it  is  question  of  the  personal  freedom  or 
property  interests  of  American  citizens.    Within  a  few  days  past  the  oounsel  who 
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si^s  this  brief  filed  a  protest  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Libbey,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
whose  extensive  properties,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  have  been  subject  to  pereistent 
plunder  and  spoliation,  and  which  have  finally  been  abandoned  by  his  manager, 
whose  personal  safety  was  repeatedly  threatened.  It  seems  to  coonsel  that  mnch 
more  is  involved  in  these  cases  than  the  mere  personal  interests — important  and 
serious  as  they  are — of  individual  sufferers.  They  involve  consideration  of  the  extent 
and  measure  of  protection  which  American  oitizeus  may  expect  in  Cnba  under  the 
guarantees  of  the  law  of  nations  and  treaty  stipulations;  and  the^  present  the 
question  whether  the  United  States  will  continue  to  submit  to  the  habitual  violation 
by  Spain  of  the  law  of  nations,  treaty  stipulations,  and  the  laws  of  humanity  in 
respect  of  the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens  temporarily  or  aocidentally 
within  Spanish  territory. 

So  far  as  the  record  discloses  there  was  neither  ground  for  suspicion  nor  probable 
cause  for  the  exceptionally  harsh  treatment  of  complainants.  There  was  nothing  iu 
their  movements  or  surroundings  that  was  so  unusual  or  extraordinary  as  to  justify 
their  ori^nal  apprehension  without  warrant  or  judicial  process,  nor  for  their  pro* 
tracted  imprisonment.  There  appears  no  excuse  for  the  wanton  violation  of  tnoir 
natural  and  treaty  rights.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  real  evidence  was  in  their  favor 
and  corresponded  with  and  oorroborated  a  story  that  was  consistent  thronghout. 
Adverse  winds  and  currents,  an  empty  and  dismantled  fishing  smack,  and  a  starving 
crew,  seeking  refuge  in  a  port  of  a  nation  presumed  to  be  civilized  and  friendly, 
presented  strong  evidence  of  the  literal  truth  of  their  narrative.  In  the  long  train 
of  events  which  succeeded  their  apprehension  and  cruel  captivity  there  does  not 
appear  a  single  feature  or  element  to  warrant  suspicion  of  hostile  act  or  intent. 
Tneir  physical  condition  negatived  the  possibility.  The  case  neeils  no  embelli.sli- 
ment.  A  plain  recital  of  the  facts  is  sufficient  to  expose  the  circumstances  of  aggra- 
vation that  attended  their  apprehension  and  imprisonment.  And  it  is  difficult  to 
refrain  from  the  use  of  language  that  may  not  sound  diplomatic  when  contemplating 
the  calm  indifference  to  law,  justice,  and  humanity  manifested  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  authorities,  even  after  the  facts  had  been  brought  to  their  attention  by  the 
repeated  remonstrances  of  the  accredited  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

What  a  pretense  and  travesty  of  justice  the  whole  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  authorities  was  clearly  appears  from  the  record  furnished  by  themselves. 
The  individual  who  forwards  an  ofScial  communication  to  Mr.  Hyatt,  United  States 
consul  at  Santiago,  and  subscribes  the  same  "God  guard  your  honor  many  yeura, 
Sebastian  Kindelau,''  is  presumably  the  governor-general.  And  it  seems  from  the 
language  of  this  remarkable  production  that  "the  American  citizens,  August  Oolton 
and  Gustav  Richelieu"  were  charged  with  "the  crime  of  rebellion/*  and  "that  a 
greater  part  of  the  charges  and  discharges  have  to  be  proven  in  a  foreign  oonntry, 
as  is  Hayti.''  It  riimains  for  a  Spanish  governor-general  to  explain  how  American 
oitizeus  can  be  guilty  of  the  crime  of  rebellion  against  Spain  wnile  in  Haytlen  ter- 
ritory. There  is  a  freshness  and  flavor  about  the  communication  of  "his  excellency, 
the  president  of  the  territorial  andiencia,"  which  will  repay  careful  pei^usal,  anti  it 
has  been  fortunately  preserved  in  English,  where  it  no  doubt  loses  some  of  the  suavity 
of  expression  that  is  found  in  the  original.  It  may  be  consulted  by  the  student  ol 
international  jurisprudence  in  search  of  a  specimen  of  Spanish  diplomat  ioo-judioial 
utterance.  The  cuttle-tish  has  heretofore  borne  a  reputation  for  his  facility  in  mitd- 
dying  the  waters,  however  lucid,  in  which  he  moves:  but  for  clouding  and  confusing 
a  plain  case  the  Spanish  fiscal,  governor-generel,  or  president  of  a  territorial 
audiencia  has  no  competitor.  (Ex.  Doc,  Fifty-fonrth  Congress,  first  session,  No.  224^ 
p.  123.) 

One  of  the  excuses  for  holding  complainants  after  their  release  had  been  formally 
and  repeatedly  demanded  by  the  United  States  is  set  out  in  the  communication  jnst 
referred  to,  wherein  it  is  attempted  to  justify  further  delay  on  the  ground  "  that  the 
state  of  the  snmario  (preliminary  proceedings)  in  which  is  found  the  cause  followed 
for  the  crime  of  rebellion  against  Bolten  ana  Kiohelieu  holds  him  from  disclosing  to 
the  honorable  consul  the  charges  that  exist  in  the  proceedings  against  Bolten  and 
Richelieu,  as  always,  according  to  onr  law,  the  suniario  (preliminary  proceedings) 
are  completely  secret,  but  it  can  be  said  for  the  satisfaction  of  such  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative that  there  exists  sufficient  reason  to  indict  and  decree  the  provisional 
imprisonment  of  said  individuals.  This  court  has  seen  itself  in  the  necesaity  ot 
prolonging  the  imprisonment  decreed  by  the  marine  jurisdiction." 

The  communication  in  which  this  eurions  excerpt  occurs  was  dated  April  10, 1895. 
forty-four  days  after  the  arrest,  and  is  significant  in  the  admission,  which  was  no 
doubt  inadvertent,  that  the  civil  eonrt  was  executing  a  punishment  inflicted  by  "the 
marine  jurisdiction,"  which  the  superior  authoritiea  hail  reluctantly  oonceded  had 
no  jurisdiction.  But  the  truth  is,  as  is  apparent  from  the  whole  reoord,  that  this 
was  another  subterfuge  and  evasion  oonohea  in  diplomatic  phraseology  equally  desU> 
tute  of  honesty  and  veracity.  The  temptation  to  invoke  "sumario"  and  "ineomma- 
nicado/'  much  as  nurses  utilize  the  "bogie"  to  ftrighten  children  ttom  entering 
prohibited  nlaf>es,  may  not  be  resisted  by  the  average  Spanish  offleial  whan  every 
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other  expedient  has  foiled.  The  hoUownese  of  this  pretense  is  apparent.  Against 
the  hofficiency  and  integrity  of  this  reply  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  United 
States  couRol  promptly  protested.  (Ex.  Doc.  No.  224,  Fifty-fonrth  Congress,  first  ses- 
sion,  pp.  123, 124.)  Forty-four  days  is  a  long  time  to  consume  in  ascertaioiDg  the 
patent  faot  that  complainants  were  within  the  conditions  of  Article  VIII  of  the 
treaty. 

An  illostration  may  here  ser^e  a  useful  purpose.  Suppose — ^if  such  a  case  is  imag- 
inable in  this  year  of  grace  1896 — that  two  Spanish  seamen  nndor  corresponding 
circumstances  should  seek  refuge  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  immediately  upon 
landing  should  be  arrested  by  tne  authorities  when  on  their  way  to  the  office  of  the 
Spanish  consul,  and  should,  without  arraignment,  without  formal  charges  or  judi- 
cial process,  be  incarcerated  in  a  loathsome  prison;  and  suppose  the  representatives 
of  Spain,  after  proper  examination,  should  satisfy  themselves  that  they  were  within 
the  conditions  of  Article  V 111,  and  should  demand  formal  charges,  prompt  trial,  or 
their  release.  How  long  would  it  be  before  their  freedom  would  be  assured  f  Would 
it  be  an  answer  which  would  satisfy  any  self-respecting  State  that  the  grand  jury 
wae  not  in  session  or  that  the  accused  must  be  held  and  subjected  to  harsh  treatment 
for  two  or  three  months,  or  nntil  the  authorities  could  communicate,  as  to  the  regu- 
larity of  the  vessel's  clearance,  with  the  Government  of  Mexico,  from  one  of  whose 
ports  the  dismantled  vessel  had  sailed  f 

If  it  f'O  admitted  that  shipwrecked  seamen  oast  upon  the  territorial  waters  of  the 
United  States,  and  apprehended  and  thrown  into  prison,  would  be  restored  to  their 
freedom  within  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  either  by  Executive  order  or  by  the 
iasne  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  it  be  added  in  extenuation  of  Spanish  pro- 
crastination that  this  is  practicable  by  reason  of  existing  municipal  law  or  statute 
in  the  United  States,  but  that  Spanish  procedure  furnishes  no  correspondent  or 
equivalent  summary  processes,  the  reply  is  that  it  is  no  answer  to  a  demand  founded 
on  international  law  or  treaty  stipulation  that  the  municipal  law  furnishes  no 
procedure  for  the  execution  of  discharge  of  such  an  international  obligation.  If  the 
obligation  exists  under  the  law  of  nations  or  treaty  stipulation,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
nation  to  supply  it.  It  was  maintained  in  the  American  case  before  the  Geneva 
Tribunal  that  the  liability  of  Great  Britain  should  be  measured  by  the  rules  of 
international  law,  and  that  it  oould  not  be  escaped  by  reason  of  any  alleged 
deticienoies  in  any  internal  le^slation.  The  award  says  the  Government  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty  can  not  justify  itself  for  a  failure  of  due  diligence  on  the  insuf- 
firieuoies  of  the  legal  means  of  action  which  it  possessed. 

If  a  more  striugent  law  is  wanted  to  enable  a  nation  to  fulfill  its  international 
daties,  then  it  is  ito  duty  to  have  a  more  stringent  law.  (Wharton's  Int.  Law  Digest, 
Vol.  Ill,  p.  645.)  But  the  truth  is,  there  exists  in  Cuba  process  and  procedure  com- 
petent to  deal  in  a  summary  way  where  the  ends  of  justice  and  international  law  or 
treaty  stipulations  require  action,  and  the  decision  of  the  examining  judge  of  the 
5th  of  May,  1895,  which  operated  to  release  complainants,  could  have  been  and  should 
have  been  reached  in  February  had  good  faith  characterized  the  action  of  the  author- 
ities in  respect  of  the  discharge  of  international  obligations.  (Ex.  Doc.  No.  224,  first 
session  Fitty- fourth  Congress,  p.  131.)  And  the  same  result  oould  and  should  have 
been  accomplished  at  an  early  day  by  Executive  order.  In  this  case  no  judicial  pro- 
oedore  recognizable  by  civilized  communities  was  followed;  punishment  was  substi- 
tuted for  charge,  arraignment,  and  j  ndicial  process.  The  whole  proceeding  was  shock- 
ing to  the  sense  of  justice  and  humanity.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  real  motive, 
nothing  appears  to  excuse  the  action  of  the  authorities  toward  the  complainants. 

The  falsity  of  each  successive  and  shifting  charge  brought  against  complainants 
haa  been  promptly  exposed,  and  no  extenuating  circumstances  appear  to  puliate  the 
cruel  treatment  to  which  complainants  were  subjected. 

The  acts  of  the  administrative  authorities  at  Santiago  imperatively  oall  for  dis- 
avowal by  Spain  of  the  indignitv  to  the  flag  and  the  payment  of  a  substantial 
peonniary  indemnity  to  the  United  States  on  aooonnt  of  the  arbitrary  arrest  and  long 
and  cruel  imprisonment  of  complainants. 

£arly  in  the  history  of  the  nation  the  American  doctrine  found  emphatic  expression 
in  the  declaration  that  ''the  colors  that  float  from  the  masthead  should  be  the  cre- 
dentials of  our  seaman;''  and  its  observance  has  been  fearlessly  enforced,  even  to  the 
extreme  of  war. 

It  seems  to  counsel  that  this  is  a  ease  which  demands  summary  redress  and  repara- 
tion, and  complainant  claims  damages  from  Spain  in  the  sum  $10,000. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that,  for  the  purposes  of  arrest  and  imprisonment,  the 
eoniplalaants  were  not  subject  to  the  jurisdietion  of  the  administrative  authorities 
of  Spain,  but  were,  at  the  time  of  arrest  and  seizure  of  their  boat,  for  purposes  of 
protection,  within  the  exclusive  protection  of  the  law  of  nations  and  the  treaty 
Btipalations:  and  their  arrest  and  imprisonment  was  arbitrary  and  unwarranted. 

(Treaty  of  1795,  Articles  VIII  and  XIX;  Consular  Regulations,  pars.  170, 171, 172, 
175»  177;  Commission  between  U.  8.  and  Great  Britain,  Feb,  B,  B;eport,  pages  241-245; 
Wbfiston,  153;  Danafs  Wheaton,  103,  note.) 
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As  a  reealt  of  the  cruel  treatment  of  the  anthorities  at  Santiago,  one  of  tho  eom* 
plainante  barely  survivefl  the  imprisonment  and  the  other  is  crippled  witii  inflrraity 
and  disease  that  will  probably  carry  him  to  an  early  grave. 

As  both  the  administrativei  military,  and  oivil  anthorities  of  Spain  at  Santiago 
de  Cuba  mnst  be  held  to  a  knowledge  of  the  law  of  nations  and  tiie  treaty  stipala- 
tions  in  this  regard,  the  gravamen  or  the  offense  consists  in  the  willful  and  perverse 
violation  by  Spain  of  her  obligations  in  respect  of  the  rights  and  immunities 
guaranteed  to  tnese  complainants. 

The  euphuistic  palaver  and  the  circumambient  correspondence  of  the  Spanish 
authorities  thinly  veils  a  deliberate  purpose  to  advisedly  disregard  these  ooliga- 
tions.  They  may  not  plead  ignorance,  for  the  United  States  consul  immediately 
protested  and  continued  to  protest  against  the  action  of  the  anthorities  as  unwar- 
ranted And  arbitrary.  (Ex.  Doc.  No.  224,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  pp. 
111-117.) 

A  nation  which  persistently  insists  not  only  upon  the  vigorous  observanoOp  but 
upon  a  latitudinarian  extension,  of  neutral  obligations  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  ought  to  be  required  to  faithfully  fulfill  the  duties  she  has  assumed  under 
treaty  stipulations  in  respect  of  American  citizens. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  following  propositions  have  been  established : 

First.  That  the  complainant  Ricnelien  is  entitled  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  United 
States  in  enforcing  against  Spain  his  demand  for  pecuniary  indemnity  on  aoeonnt 
of  arbitrary  arrest  una  false  imprisonment. 

Second.  That  the  complainants  Bolten  and  Richelieu  were  never,  from  the  time  of 
their  first  apprehension  to  the  last  minute  of  their  incarceration,  amenable  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Spain  for  the  purposes  of  arrest,  imprisonment,  or  punishment. 

Third.  That  the  apprehension,  rearrest,  and  imprisonment  of  the  eomplainants 
and  the  seizure  and  appropriation  of  their  fishing  smack  and  outfit  by  the  Spanish 
administrative  authorities  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  was  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
the  comity  and  practice  of  modern  civilized  States,  and  the  provisions  of  Articles 
VL  VII,  and  VIII  of  the  treaty  of  1795. 

Fourth.  That  there  was  neither  justification  nor  probable  cause  for  the  arrest  or 
imprisonment  of  complainants. 

Fifth.  That  the  innocence  of  complainants  of  the  suggested  offenses  was  Indicated 
by  the  patent  facts. 

Sixth.  That  the  acts  of  the  Spanish  administrative  authorities  at  Santiago  de  Cuba 
clearly  indicate  bad  faith  and  duplicity  toward  complainants  and  the  representatives 
of  the  United  States. 

Seventh.  That  the  circumstances  of  aggravation  which  characterized  the  acts  of 
the  Spanish  administrative  authorities  present  no  extenuating  feature,  and  that  they 
call  for  an  apology  from  Spain  to  the  United  States  and  a  liberal  pecuniary  indemnity 
to  complainants. 

Respectfully  submitted* 

Albxandeb  Pobtbb  Mobsb, 

Of  CounUl. 
John  W.  Douglabs, 
Alexander  Portbb  Morsb, 

Attorneys  for  Ccmplaimamt, 

Wabbdxqtojx,  August  18,  1896. 

Mr.  Adee  to  Mr.  Morse. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  August  21^  1896. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th 
instant,  inclosing  a  brief  and  additional  affidavit  of  Gnstave  Bichelieu 
in  support  of  his  claim  against  the  Oovernment  of  Spain. 
I  am,  etc.| 

Alyey  a.  Adbb,  Acting  Secretary. 


Mr,  RoekhiU  to  Mr.  Morse. 

Dbpabtmbict  of  Statb, 

WashingtOHj  August  31^  1896. 
Bm :  Beferring  to  my  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  in  acknowled^menl 
of  your  brief  filed  in  behalf  of  Oostave  Bichellea  against  the  Govdm^ 
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ment  ot  Spain,  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  the  memorial  of  said  Biche- 
iieu  has  been  sent  to  oar  minister  at  Madrid,  with  instmctions  to  present 
the  claim  for  the  consideration  of  the  Spanish  Government,  along  with 
the  claim  of  Angast  Bolten,  who  was  Richelieu's  companion  in  the  mal- 
treatment for  which  indemnity  is  sought. 

I  am,  etc^  W.  W.  RooKHiiiL, 

Aotina  JSeoretary, 


Mr.  Bockhill  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

No.  506.]  Depabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

WMhington^  August  31^  1896. 

Sm:  In  the  Department's  No.  483  of  March  18, 1896,  you  were 
instructed  to  present  the  claim  of  August  Bolten  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  for  indemnity.  Mr.  Bolten  and  his  companion,  Eiche- 
lien,  were  cast  upon  the  shores  of  Guba  by  stress  of  weather  in  a  small 
fishing  smack.  Instead  of  receiving  the  hospitality  of  the  Ouban 
authorities  to  which  they  were  entitled  under  our  treaty  of  1795  with 
Spain,  they  were  imprisoned  and  detained,  as  related  in  instruction 
No.  483,  under  the  pretense  that  they  were  connected  with  the  Guban 
insurrection.  All  that  was  said  in  relation  to  Bolteu's  claim  applies 
equally  to  Richelieu's.  The  two  men  were  oast  together  upon  the 
Cuban  shore,  they  suffered  the  same  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
Sp^iish  authorities,  and  were  released  at  the  same  time.  Their  cases 
are  precisely  similar.  That  of  Kichelieu  was  not  presented  when  Bol- 
ten's  was,  because  his  right  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States  was 
not  at  that  time  fully  established.  That  defect  in  his  case  has  been 
cured,  and  you  are  directed  to  demand  the  consideration  of  his  claim 
by  the  Spanish  Government  along  with  the  claim  of  Bolten,  and  to 
solicit  an  early  settlement  of  both. 

I  am,  etc.«  W.  W.  Bookhill, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Mr.  Oordon  to  Mr.  Olney. 

280  BBOADvrAYy  Nbw  Yobk,  September  12^  1896. 

Mt  Dbab  Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
March  18, 1896,  wherein  you  kindly  inform  me  that  the  claim  of  August 
Bolten  against  the  Spanish  Government  for  indemnity  for  false  impris- 
onment in  Guba  would  be  forwarded  to  the  United  States  minister  at 
Madrid  for  presentation  to  that  Government. 

I  have  heard  nothing  since  from  your  Department  as  to  the  progress 
and  outcome,  if  any,  in  this  matter,  and  I  write  now  to  inquire  for 
such  information  as  you  may  be  in  a  position  to  give  herein.  I  shall 
thank  you  exceedingly  for  the  same. 

Yours,  very  respectftilly,  David  Gobdon. 


Mr.  Bockhill  to  Mr.  Gordon. 

Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington^  Septe^nber  15^  1896. 

BlB:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I  have  to  say  that  in 
a  recent  inatruction  to  our  minister  at  Madrid,  in  regard  to  the  case  of 
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Gustave  Eichelieu,  he  was  again  directed  to  ask  an  early  setUement 
of  the  claim  of  August  Bolten. 

I  am,  etc..  W.  W.  Kocshill, 

Aoting  Secretary, 


Mr.  Boekhill  to  Mr»  Morse. 

Dbpabthent  of  State, 

Wa>8hi7igton^  September  29^  1896, 

Sm:  Beferring  to  previous  correspondence,  I  have  to  state  that  I  am 
advised  by  our  minister  to  Spain  that  he  has  presented  the  claim  of 
Gustave  Eichelieu  to  the  Spanish  Government. 
I  am,  etc., 

W.  W.  EOOKHILL, 

Acting  Seeretarf. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr,  Olney, 

No.  694]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madridj  Kovetnher  4, 1896. 

Sib:  Replying  to  your  numbers  483  of  March  18  and  556  of  August 
31  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  the  reply  of  the 
minister  of  state  refusing  to  consider  the  claim  of  Mr.  August  Bolten, 
and  likewise  of  Mr.  Gustave  Eichelieu,  on  the  grounds  set  forth  in  the 
evidence  accompanying  this  note,  with  translation. 
I  am,  etc.| 

HANNIS  TAYXiOB* 


[Laolosure.— Trasfllation.] 

Ministry  of  Stats, 
San  Sebaatian,  September  g9, 1896. 
Excsllbncy: 

My  Dbaji  Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  iu  due  oourse  of  time  to  state  to  year  exooUeney  in 
the  note  dated  April  8,  of  the  current  year,  that  I  asked  my  coUeagae,  the  miniator 
for  the  colonies,  data  concerning  the  American  citizexK  Mr.  Aogust  Bolten,  referred 
to  in  yonr  excellency's  courteous  note,  dated  the  Ist  of  the  same  month.  The  Cuban 
authorities  having  been  consulted,  I  have  just  received  a  certified  copy  of  the  '*  expo- 
diei^te''  instituted  against  the  above-mentioned  North  American  citizen  and  bis  com- 
panion, Richelieu,  in  consequence  of  their  presenting  themselves  in  the  port  of  San- 
tiago de  Cuba,  manning  a  boat  without  clearance  papers  or  any  document  provin? 
the  nationality  of  the  vessel  and  the  object  of  the  voyage.  The  length  of  said 
''expediente"  deprives  me  of  the  pleasure  of  sending  to  yonr  excellency  a  liter;4] 
copy  of  the  same,  which,  however,  I  place  at  yonr  disposal  in  case  you  should  de«ire 
to  read  it,  confining  myself  to  communicate  to  you  the  inclosed  11  copies,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  are  sufficient  to  give  a  just  idea  of  the  same. 

Your  oxceUency  may  be  convinced  by  said  copies  that  there  was  a  reaeonable 
ground  to  arrest  and  institute  proceedings  against  the  two  American  citizens,  Bolten 
and  Richelieu,  and  also  that  the  action  of  the  court  was  the  shortest  and  moat  oxpt*- 
ditions  permitted  by  the  laws  of  procedure,  which  both  Spaniards  and  foreigners  are 
equally  submitted  to. 

The  depositions  of  Felix  Tahureaux,  accusing  the  North  American  prisonen  of  hav^- 
inff  shipped  from  Haiti  insurgents  and  ammunitions;  the  numerous  oontiadicUoBa 
indulged  in  by  Bolten  and  Richelieu,  which  are  evidenced  iu  their  having  been  made 
to  give  evidence  face  to  face,  to  which  they  were  submitted  on  May  5, 1895,  there 
having  both  agreed,  as  shown  in  the  confrontation,  to  falsify  and  exaggerate  the 
facts;  the  strange  plans  of  both,  which  have  not,  indeed,  been  foUy  instifiad,  and 
the  most  important  circumstance  that  their  anomalous  voyage  coinoided  with  the 
first  fiiibnater  expeditions  and  insaiMOtional  nprising,  folly  justify  th^  Miipioionfl 
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wUeli  tbe^  inspired  from  the  beginning  and  the  proceedingB  instituted  by  the 
mArine  jnnsdiction. 

As  soon  M  the  North  American  nationality  of  the  prisoners  conld  be  Terifled,  the 
marine  jurisdiction,  in  conformity  with  the  international  compncts,  and  most  spe- 
cially with  the  proootol  of  January  12, 1877,  did  not  go  on  with  the  case,  which  came 
under  the  cogntf  ance  of  the  ordinary  courts. 

The  report  of  the  marine  attorney  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  written  opinion  of  the 
auditor  of  the  Apostadero  of  Habana^  and  the  resolution  of  the  commander-general  of 
the  Apostadero  and  of  the  squadron  of  the  Antilles  show  how  strictly  the  international 
comyiacts  in  force  between  both  countries  are  carried  out  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

When  the  suit  came  under  the  action  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  the  proceedings 
were  diligently  pursued,  and  as  the  assertions  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba  were  favorable  to  the  prisoners,  as  were  likewise  later  on  those  of 
a  Protestant  clergyman  established  in  Haiti  and  those  of  a  Spauiard  who  had  resided 
for  some  time  in  Puerto  Principe,  the  charges  proffered  by  the  deponent  Thaureaux 
not  having  been  prored,  the  instructing  judge  issued  an  order  setting  the  prisoners 
free,  and  later  on  the  superior  court,  owing  to  a  lack  of  evidence,  issued  an  order 
proTisionally  suspending  the  suit. 

On  February  23, 18i^,  they  were  arrested ;  on  the  following  April  they  were  set 
free ;  on  Jnne22  the  suspension  was  ordered,  so  that  they  had  been  arrested  only  during 
two  months,  and  within  four  months  all  the  procedure  was  ended,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  letters  ro^ator^  had  to  be  issued,  the  difficulty  of  communications  and 
Ihe  condition  of  rebellion  of  the  country  having  to  be  contended  with. 

Anyone  who  will  impartially  examine  the  case  will  acknowledge,  as  I  hope  the 
friendlv  Government  of  the  united  States  shall  have  to  acknowledge,  that  on  the 
part  of  the  Spanish  anthorities  there  was  no  abuse  of  power  whatever,  and  that 
the  caee,  In  view  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the  country  was  involved,  gave  rise 
to  the  suspicion  which  the  authorities  had  and  forced  them  to  proceed  in  the  form 
and  manner  in  which  they  acted. 

It  is  true  that  Bolten.  during  his  imprisonment,  was  ill ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  ha 
was  transferred  to  the  nospital  and  attended  to  as  required  by  his  condition. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  Bolten  claims  the  considerable  sum  of  $10,000,  a  quantity 
which.  OTen  if  the  imprisonment  had  not  been  justified,  would  have  been  considered 
absurd,  as  it  is  exorbitant. 

In  view  of  the  above  statements,  which  yonr  excellency  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  appreciate  in  tneir  high  sense  of  justice.  His  Msiesty's  Govern- 
ment finds  itself  obliged  to  reject  in  an  absolute  manner  the  demand  for  an 
indemnitv,  considering  this  case  finally  and  irrevocably  ended. 

With  this  motive,  and  reiterating  to  the  (jovernuient  and  people  of  the  United 
States  the  assurances  of  friendship  in  which  the  Spanish  Government  and  peopls 
have  always  been  inspired,  it  is  very  gratifying  to  mo,  Mr.  Minister,  to  renew  to 
your  exoelleney  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

Thx  Dun  ov  TBTUAir* 

The  MnnsTBB  PLBHiPomrnART  of  thk  UinTU>  Statea. 


DQWtltfofi  of  FBli»  Thauretnut 

At  Sftoilago  de  Cuba,  In  the  justice  hall  of  the  prison  of  this  city,  on  March  S,  1896, 
appeared  the  individual  mentioned  in  the  margin,  who,  being  sworn  according  to  the 
ordinance,  promised  to  tell  the  truth  on  every  question  put  to  him,  and  the  general 
qoestions  having  been  put  to  him,  said :  That  his  name  was  as  already  stated ;  that 
he  was  49  years  old,  a  native  of  Gnantanamo,  a  country  laborer,  and  is  undergoing 
a  fonr^months'  sentence  as  receiver  of  stolen  goods. 

Asked  whether  he  knows  the  American  citizens,  Gustavo  Richelieu  and  August 
liolten,  and,  in  the  affirmative  case,  state  all  he  knows  with  regard  to  them,  said: 
Thst  he  knows  both  of  them:  that  he  has  spoken  little  with  the  latter,  because 
he  knows  very  little  the  £nglish  language,  but  that  he  makes  himself  perfectly 
nnderstood  by  the  former,  who  speaks  French ;  that,  according  to  what  he  said  to 
him,  they  left  Puert<o  Principe  (Haiti)  at  the  beginning  of  February;  that  in  a  place 
of  the  eoset  between  Santo  Domingo  and  Haiti  they  took  on  board  two  men,  one 
white  and  the  other  colored;  that  the  former  said  his  name  was  Maroial  Figueredo 
or  Kignerola;  that  they  shipped  with  them  three  boxes  of  regular  dimensions,  one  of 
them  containing  revolvers,  another  machetes,  and  he  does  not  know  what  the  other 
contained. 

Thai  ibmf  lallad  Ibr  tha  Cuban  coast,  landing  the  men  and  the  boxes  at  the  mouth 
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of  a  riyer  sitnated -between  Gnantanamo  and  Fnnta  Maisi,  near  some  wharywwUeh 
are  situated  in  the  coast;  that  they  brought  a  small  map  of  those  coasts,  by  mean* 
of  which  they  expected  to  find  out  their  landiug  place;  that  when  they  left  Gnan- 
tanamo, and  near  the  mouth  of  the  first  river  to  be  found  going  to  Cuba,  they  saw 
on  the  coast  certain  caves  in  which  he  assured  him  there  were  arms  and  ammanltions 
of  war,  and  that  if  he  was  well  paid  he  would  run  the  risk  to  bring  them;  that  he 
saw  there  two  armed  individuals  whom  he  supposed  were  rebels;  that  they  left 
Puerto  Principe  in  understanding  with  the  Protestant  clergyman,  and  for  this  reason 
they  say  they  ask  him  for  references  of  their  good  behavior;  that  the  clergymao^s 
name  is  John ;  that  it  was  also  spoken  of  telegraph  operators  with  whom  they  dined 
and  drank  in  a  place  on  the  coast;  that  higher  up  the  Cape  Haitiano  they  took  on 
board  the  two  men  and  the  ammunitions ;  that  Richelieu  was  staying  in  an  hotel  of 
Puerto  Principe  in  which  the  Cuban  insurgents  had  meetings,  among  them  Maceo, 
Marcano,  and  Mancebo;  that  Maceo  made  frequent  trips  to  Santo  Domingo  and 
Jamaica;  that  he  saw  Richelieu  destroy  newspaper  clippings  which  contained  por- 
traits of  prominent  insurgents,  and  that  amongst  them  ne  took  one  which  contained 
that  of  Marti,  which  clippings  the  guard  Jos^  Baro  delivered  to  him. 

That  when  the  two  individuals  came  on  board  with  the  three  boxes  they  also  carried 
with  them  a  package  with  papers  which  seemed  dangerous  for  them  to  keep,  becauKs 
a  big  piece  of  iron  was  tied  to  it  in  order  to  throw  it  deep  into  the  water  in  case  of 
emergency;  that  they  intended  to  return  to  Haiti  to  bring  mure  people,  bnt  that 
owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  boat  they  did  not  dare  to  undertake  the  journey, 
and  decided  to  come  to  Cuba  in  order  to  go  from  here  in  a  steamer;  that  they  have 
not  yet  given  him  money  for  the  commis»ion,  which  money  they  would  deliver  to 
him  on  coming  back  to  Haiti ;  that  he  has  nothing  else  to  say.  After  this  deposi- 
tion was  read  to  him,  on  being  asked  if  he  had  anything  further  to  say  or  any tning 
to  correct,  he  said  no,  and  affirms  and  ratified  his  statement,  signing  with  the 
attorney  and  present  secretary,  to  which  I  certiiy. 

FbUX  THAtTBEAUX. 
GONZALO  DB  JJL  PUERTA. 

Sworn  before  me. 

Manuxl  Bbioso. 
A  true  copy. 


Confrontation  of  AuguBi  Bolton  and  Qusiave  RleheUeu  as  tHinesset, 

In  the  hall  of  justice  of  the  prison  of  this  city  on  May  5, 1895,  appeared  th«  indi- 
yidnals  mentioned  in  the  margin,  who  on  being  duly  asked,  as  set  forth  in  their 
depositions,  replied  as  in  the  following: 

August  Bolten  on  being  asked,  after  his  deposition  contained  on  the  tenth  sheet 
and  supplemented  on  the  overleaf  of  sheet  22,  whether  he  has  anything  further  to 
say  or  rectify  and  whether  he  confirms  and  ratifies  his  deposition,  said  that  he  oon« 
firms  and  ratifies  the  statements  made. 

On  being  asked  whether  he  knows  Gustavo  Richelieu ;  whether  he  knows  that  he 
(Gustavo  Kichelien)  bears  him  any  hatred  or  ill  will,  or  whether  he  oonsiders  him 
suspicious,  says  that  he  knows  him ;  that  he  believes  Gustavo  Richelieu  bears  him  no 
hatred  or  ill  will,  and  that  he  does  not  consider  him  as  suspicions. 

On  being  asked  how  it  is  that  he  states  in  his  deposition  that  the  only  implements 
they  carried  were  nets  and  seines,  whereas  Richelieu  refers  in  his  deposition  to  two 
fishing  nets  80  fathoms  long,  said  that  he  never  saw  such  seines  on  board,  and  Uxat 
they  only  had  the  implements  mentioned  in  his  deposition. 

On  Gustave  Richelieu's  being  asked,  after  having  read  to  him  his  deposition  on 
the  19th  leaf,  and  amplification  of  leaves  19  and  54,  whether  he  has  anything  Inrther 
to  say  or  rectify,  and  whether  he  confirms  and  ratifies  his  statement,  said  that  he 
has  nothing  further  to  say  nor  to  rectify,  and  that  he  confirms  and  ratifies  his 
statements. 

On  being  asked  whether  he  knows  August  Bolten  and  is  aware  that  he  ( Angus t 
Bolten)  bears  him  any  ill  will,  and  whether  he  considers  him  suspicions,  said  thnt 
he  knows  him,  and  that  he  does  not  believe  that  August  Bolten  bears  him  any  ill 
will,  nor  does  he  consider  him  as  suspicious. 

Asked  how  it  is  that  he  says  in  his  deposition  of  the  overleaf  of  leaf  15  that 
besides  the  fishing  nets  they  carried  two  seines  about  30  iathoms  long,  whereas 
Bolten  assures  that  they  only  carried  a  small  seine,  he  said  that  he  saw  them  in  the 
boat  the  day  before  leaving  Puerto  Principe,  and  he  does  not  know  whether  Bolten 
had  given  them  back  because  he  had  not  paid  for  them. 

Asked  how  he  states  this  about  Bolten,  whereas  he  declares  that  said  nets,  whioh 

were  the  most  important  fishing  implements  carried  by  them,  were  lost  by  ihem  by 

leaving  them  outside  of  the  boat  while  fishing,  said  that  be  has  made  this  depoeu. 

tion  because  he  was  told  so  by  Bolten,  without  being  able  to  say  whether  it  waa  « 

-^anse  it  mm  xilghttime  when  they  lost  them,  he  ooald  not  see  them. 
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• 

Ailced  how  be  sayB  that  the  planks  which  were  given  to  them  at  Puerto  Principe  to 
he  placed  in  the  floor  of  the  boat  were  used  by  him  in  the  tishins  tackle,  said  it  ia 
trne  that  he  has  deposed  this  and  that  he  procured  the  planks  for  that  purpose  before 
leaving  that  port. 

Asked  how  it  is  that  he  declares  in  the  overleaf  of  sheet  15  that  the  hooks  and 
lines  were  all  well  rolled  np  in  the  floor  of  the  boat  and  were  covered  by  his  com- 
panion's waterproof  coat,  he  said  that  as  they  were  covered  by  the  waterproof  he 
could  not  see  what  was  under  it,  nor  could  he  be  sore  wLether  they  were  tiiere,  judg- 
ing only  by  the  size  of  the  parcel. 

Asked  whether  he  neither  saw  them  on  some  of  the  occasions  when  he  slept  on  the 
floor  of  the  boat,  nor  when  Bolten  threw  them  into  the  water  in  order  to  fish,  said  that 
he  did  not  see  them  on  any  occasion. 

On  August  fiolten  bsing  ssked  whether  he  has  anything  to  say  against  all  the  state- 
ment made  by  Richelieu,  said  that  all  the  statements  made  by  Richelieu  in  regard  to 
the  nets  were  not  true,  but  that  it  had  been  arranged  by  them  when  they  wanted  to 
come  to  the  island  to  excite  pity  for  themselves. 

On  Bichelieu  being  askea  to  state  the  truth  about  the  statement  Just  made  by 
Bolten,  he  (Richelieu)  said  that  it  is  true  they  had  so  arranged. 

On  Richelieu  being  asked  how  he  said  in  his  deposition  on  the  overleaf  of  the  15th 
sheet  that  he  placed  the  implements  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  covered  with  the 
waterproof  of  his  companion,  while  the  latter  said  in  his  deposition  on  sheet  12  that 
he  kept  the  implements  in  a  box,  said  that  Bolten  has  told  him  so  many  lies  that  he 
does  not  now  know  what  is  the  truth. 

On  Bolten  being  asked  whether  he  had  to  say  anything  against  Richelieu's  state- 
ment, replied  that  if  Richelieu  would  only  tell  the  trnth,  setting  aside  the  lies  which 
they  had  agreed  to  tell,  the  depositions  would  better  agree. 

Being  asked  what  was  their  purpose  in  stating  what  was  not  true,  said  that  it 
was  in  order  to  move  the  pity  of  the  people  whom  they  would  meet,  but  that  the 
very  moment  they  were  arrested  he  recommended  him  to  tell  onlv  the  truth. 

Upon  Richelieu  being  asked  whether  the  statement  Bolten  had  jnst  made  is  trae, 
the  latter  said  tibat  the  first  part  ia  tm^,  but  that  he  did  not  recollect  having  been 
recommended  to  tell  the  trutn. 

Upon  Bolten  being  asked  why  they  thought  it  necessary  to  invent  losses  which  they 
had  not  sustained  in  order  to  appeal  to  compassion,  if  they  did  not  consider  sufl9cient 
their  condition  of  shipwreck  and  nineteen  days'  voyage,  said  that  it  was  Richelieu's 
invention,  which  be  agreed  to  tell  because  he  found  nothing  out  of  the  way  in  it; 
that  Richelieu  a])$o  proposed  to  him  to  say  that  a  ship  had  met  them  which  had 
given  them  something  to  eat,  but  that  he  (Bolten)  objected  to  so  much  invention. 

Upon  Richelieu's  being  asked  whether  there  is  any  truth  in  Bol ten's  statement,  he 
(Richelieu)  said  that  he  did  not  remember. 

At  this  state  of  the  proceedings  the  attorney  ordered  the  suspension  of  the  con- 
frontation and  ruled  that  the  deponents  had  agreed  upon  the  nonexistence  of  the 
nets. 

Signed  by  the  attomtj,  interpreter,  and  me,  the  aeoretary. 

August  Boltkn. 

OONZALBZ  DB  LA  PumTTB. 
GUSTAVB  RiCHELIBU. 

L  Agostino,  Interpreter. 
Before  OMb 

liAMUXL  BBIOSO. 

Atmeeopx. 


Beporf  •f  ike  eieriiie  aftonmr. 

On  the  23d  day  of  February  last  a  boat  reached  this  port  in  a  rather  bad  condi- 
tion, 4i  meters  long,  and  provided  with  sails,  manned  by  two  men,  who  turned  out 
to  be  Swedish,  one  of  them,  and  French  tiie  other,  but  both  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  boat  has  neither  name  nor  documents,  and  her  crew,  Bolten  and  Richelieu, 
only  carry  the  following  documents:  The  former  a  passport  issued  on  February  4  by  the 
consul' general  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Puerto  Principe  (Haiti)  to  enable 
Bolten  to  go  to  Cape  Uaitien  to  attend  to  his  private  business,  and  the  latter  a  cer* 
tifieate  issued  on  the  7th  of  the  same  month  by  the  consular  agency  of  the  same 
Botion  at  San  Marcos,  showing  that  Richelieu  landed  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 
Kovember  29, 1893,  from  the  i^erican  schooner  Orlando,  From  their  depositions, 
wbieh  are  the  only  data  apon  which  an  opinion  can  be  formed,  they  left  with  the 
boat  without  anv  olearance  papers  on  February  4  to  go  to  the  Haitian  Cape  to  tiah 
t<7rtoises  nnd  witbont  any  agreement,  either  written  or  even  conventional,  contain- 
ing tlus  eonditiona  under  which  each  one  weat.    After  touching  at  Tarioua  ports  of 
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the  coast,  amoDg  them  San  Marcos,  irhere  Richelien  received  his  certificate,  they 
reached  the  "  Mole  de  San  Nicolas  "  on  the  12th.  With  westerly  winds,  they  left  on 
the  13th  without  being  able  on  that  day  to  round  the  cape,  for  which  reason  they 
cast  anchor  at  snnset. 

On  the  foUowing  days  they  had  easterly  winds,  which  accounts  for  their  not  being 
able,  in  view  of  the  boat's  condition,  to  go  to  "  Cabo  Haitiano;"  bnt  there  is  nothine 
to  Jnstify  the  royage  undertaken  then  by  them  to  the  Cuban  coast,  as,  althongb 
Bolten  says  that  he  did  not  desire  to  return  to  Puerto  Principe,  they  might  hare 
stayed  at  ''La  Mole"  to  wait  for  favorable  winds,  which  would  enable  them  to  con> 
tinue  to  Cabo  Haitiano,  where  they  went,  attracted  by  the  abundance  of  tortoise  on 
that  coast  and  the  facility  of  its  being  fished,  according  to  their  representation. 
They  arrived  at  Caimanera  on  the  17th,  and  after  seeing  at  Guantanamo  the  consular 
agent  of  the  United  States,  they  left  on  the  20th  without  clearance  papers  and 
verbally  cleared,  as  reported  by  said  agent.  It  seems  natural  that  since  they  did 
not  wish  to  return  to  Haiti  and  desired  to  look  for  work  in  this  island,  they  ^onld 
have  tried  to  find  it  at  Guantanamo.  However,  in  spite  of  the  bad  condition  of  the 
boat,  they  preferred  to  come  to  this  port  and  look  for  work  here.  Taking  into 
account  all  the  above  statements  and  the  special  present  condition  of  the  island, 
particularly  this  region,  and  likewise  that  their  arrival  at  Caimanera  took  place 
immediately  before  the  uprising  of  the  insurgent  forces  at  Gnantanamo. 

Kesulting,  that  said  individuals  have  no  document  whatever  showing  the  place 
where  the  boat  comes  from. 

Resulting,  that  they  left  Caimanera  without  clearance  papers,  knowing  that  tber 
ought  not  to  do  it. 

Considering  the  facts  set  forth  in  his  deposition  by  Felipe  Thanreanx  from  Riche- 
lieu's confidences  and  also  the  difierent  newspa])er  clippings  with  portraits  of  insnr- 
gents  carried  by  them,  among  which  is  that  of  Marti: 

Considering  the  chart  which  Thanreanx  said  they  nad  in  their  clothes  and  which 
was  actually  found  on  them ;  although  a  small  one,  it  can  give  a  knowledge  of  the 
distance  from  Cuba  with  respect  to  any  place  of  the  Haitien  coast; 

Considering  the  contradictions  which  appear  in  their  first  depositions  and  the  facts 
which,  being  untrue,  they  agreed  to  state. 

Everything  tends  ffo  show  in  a  suspicious  li^ht  the  American  citizens  Bolten  and 
Richelieu.  Taking  into  account  the  protocol  signed  at  Madrid  on  January  12,  1877, 
the  carrying  out  of  which  was  ordered  on  April  8  of  the  same  year,  my  opinion  is, 
subject  to  your  own  superior  judgment,  that  the  present  proceedings  should  come 
nnder  the  ordinary  jurisdiction,  or  that  they  may  be  continued  by  the  marine  juris- 
diction owing  to  the  present  circumstances,  or  that  the  case  may  be  abandoned,  for 
which  reasons,  if  you  deem  it  advisable,  I  have  naturally  refrained  from  ordering 
them  to  be  set  free. 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  March  9, 1896. 

GONZALO  DE  LA  PUKRTA. 

A  tme  copy. 


Eepori  of  the  auditor  of , the  naval  station  of  Jlavana^  and  decision  of  the  eommandn-' 
general  relinquishing  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction. 

Excellency:  In  view  of  the  proceedings  instituted  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of 
Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  occasion  of  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  a  boat  without  clear- 
ance papers,  manned  by  two  individuals  named  Gustavo  Richelieu  and  August  Uolten, 
American  citizens,  as  shown  by  the  documents  of  folios  4,  5,  and  6  of  said  proceed- 
ings, taking  into  account  the  provisions  of  protocol  of  January  12,  1877.  which  was 
ordered  to  be  carried  out  by  Royal  order  dated  19th  May,  of  the  same  year,  it  is  my 
opinion,  entirely  in  accord  with  the  previous  decision  of  the  attorney  of  the  n»vai 
station,  in  considering  that  no  citizen  of  the  United  States  accused  of  acts  of  sedition, 
disloyalty,  or  conspiration  ag^nst  the  institutions,  public  safety,  integrity  of  the 
territory,  or  against  the  supreme  government,  or  of  any  other  offense,  may  be  aub- 
mitted  to  any  exceptional  tribunal,  but  exclusively  to  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 
except  in  the  case  when  he  is  taken  with  arms  in  hand,  which  does  not  occur  in  the 
present  case  as  it  is  inferred  from  the  examination  of  these  proceedings,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  law  it  seems  right  that  your  excellency  should  be  pleased  to  provide  for 
the  reference  of  the  case  to  the  ordinary  Jarisdiction,  leaving  at  its  disposal  the  two 
individuals  imprisoned  in  the  prison  of  Santiago  de  Cuba;  and  these  proceedings, 
the  luggage,  and  boat  referred  to  in  said  proceedings,  to  the  conrt  of  instruction  of 
the  corresponding  district  of  said  capital,  and  making  this  decision  known  to  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  city. 

Notwithstanding,  your  ezoellency  will  deoide. 

Habana,  May  20,  lg95. 
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Habana,  May  gl,  1896. 

Agreeing  entirely  with  the  abore  advice,  let  it  pass  to  the  commander  of  marine 
to  Santiai;o  de  Cuba  in  order  that  he  may  carry  it  out  in  all  its  parts  all  that  is  pro- 
posed therein. 

AuEJANDRo  Arias  Saloado. 

A  tme  copy. 

Commnnioation  of  the  commander  of  marine  of  Santiafjo  de  Cuha  to  the  Judge  of  inatruo- 

Hon,  delivering  him  thf  papers  relating  to  the  case. 

Court  of  Admiralty  akd  Offics  of  thr  Captain  of  thr  Port, 

Attorney's  Office, 

In  view  of  the  decree  of  th6  general  commander  of  the  naval  station  approved  by 
the  auditor,  provitiiDg  that  the  ordinarv  jurisdiction  shall  take  cognizance  of  the 
ease  and  ordering  that  the  two  individnals  imprisoned  in  the  prison  of  this  city  men- 
tioned in  the  second  sheet,  and  also  the  delivery  of  these  proceedings,  of  the  Inggage 
and  boat  referred  to  in  the  Judicial  proceedings  to  tbr  mdge  of  instruction  of  the 
corresponding  district,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  iierewith  the  papers  above 
referred  to,  and  also  to  inform  yon  that  the  luggage  was  handed  to  said  prisoners  as 
shown  in  sheets  75  and  76,  and  that  the  boat  is  in  this  court  of  admiralty  at  your 
disposal.  I  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  said  papers  to 
this  attorney's  office. 

May  Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 

Cnbay  March  28, 1895. 

GONZALO  DB  LA  PUXRTA. 

Tks  Jmdge  €f  In$truetion  of  the  South  JHstriet  of  thU  City. 


Decree  of  ih$  ordinary  Judge  on  talcing  charge  of  tJie  case, 

Cuba,  March  SI,  1895. 

The  receipt  of  this  case  is  acknowledfred.  Let  it  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  Isidro  de  Tapia,  he  being  one  of  the  clerks  who  has  less  cases  in  course  of 
process.    Let  the  usual  reports  of  its  initiation  be  given. 

And  pending  the  decision  with  regard  to  further  proceedings,  let  the  examination 
of  August  Bolten  and  Gustavo  Richelieu  be  amplified,  and  for  that  purpose  the  court 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  hospital  and  prison  and  the  Government  interpreter. 

Ordered  and  signed  hj  the  Judge  before  me,  to  which  I  certify. 

Aristides  Maraguako. 
Isidro  dx  Tapia. 
A  tm6  oopyt 

[Tnuislftti<m.] 

CommnmiAoalUm  of  ike  XMUd  Statee  oonekl  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  the  Judge  of  instruction. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  April  7, 1896, 
HIa  £ze«llenoy  Don  Aristidxs  Maraoliano, 

Judge  of  Instruction  of  the  South  District  of  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Snt:  I  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  courteous  communication  of  to-day's  date,  and 
ia  answer  to  the  interrogatories  therein  contained  I  have  t-o  say  the  following: 

First.  With  the  Jailers  permission,  this  consulate  has  given  now  and  then  to  the 
priaonem  Bolten  and  Richelieu,  American  citizens,  newspapers  to  read,  generally  the 
New  York  Herald,  World,  and  Philadelphia  Record,  because  they  complained  at  not 
being  able  to  apeak  Spanish,  and  time  seemed  too  long  to  them. 

As  said  papen  were  taken  from  piles  of  old  numbers  at  random  and  without  look- 
ing at  the  dates  nor  the  contents,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  portrait  referred  to  of 
Jos^  Marti  was  printed  in  some  of  them.  Judging,  however,  by  the  publicity  giiren 
to  the  present  movement  and  by  the  tendency  to  the  illustrations  noted  in  the 
Anseriean  press,  it  is  very  possible  that  the  portrait  of  said  individual  may  have  been 
printed  in  one  of  the  newspapers. 

(3)  August  Bolten,  bom  in  Sweden,  was  naturalized  in  the  court  of  first  instance 
of  tno  city  and  oonntv  of  New  York,  on  March  (>,  1893.  The  doonment  of  naturali- 
salloBi  together  with  letters  which  recommend  13olten-s  credit,  which  were  givun  me 
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a  little  after  his  impriBonment,  I  hare  in  my  keeptng,  and  I  shall  have  pleasan  in 
placing  them  at  your  disposal  for  thoir  examination. 

Gnstave  Richelien,  born  in  France,  was,  I  am  infonned,  naturalized  at  Boston  in 
1870  or  1871.  The  latter,  at  the  moment  of  his  arrest,  had  a  landing  certificate  from 
the  American  pailebot  Orlando,  dnly  signed  and  sealed  by  Charles  Miot,  consnlar 
a^ent  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Marc,  Haiti,  which  document  gives  him  all  the 
riehts  of  an  American  sailor. 

The  document  also  certifies  that  Richelieu  is  an  American  citizen. 

The  original  document  was  seized  by  the  attorney,  commander  of  marine.  I  have, 
however,  Kept  a  copy  of  it. 

(3)  The  consulate  identifies  the  prisoners  by  their  documents,  which  at  first  siglit 
is  a  strong  proof  unless  there  is  a  positive  evidence  to  the  oontiary.  Private  int^li- 
genoe  also  corroborates  the  question  of  identity.  I  assure  you  that  I  am  gratified 
to  know  ^at  the  case  of  the  prisoners^  in  accordance  with  the  protocol  of  1877,  has 
been  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  so  worthily  presided  over  by  you, 
and  I  am  confident  that  the  prisoners  will  be  treated  in  accordance  with  law  and 
justice.  You  will  pardon  me  if  1  state  that  this  consulate  has  been  disposed  to 
believe  the  men  above  referred  to  to  be  free  from  any  intention  to  violate  the  law  or 
public  peace,  and  that  it  is  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  they  come  under  section  8  of 
the  solemn  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  relating  to  shipwrecked. 
As  these  men  have  been  imprisoned  for  more  than  five  weeks  I  s^ll  be  gratified  if 
you  will  expedite  their  triskl. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pdlaski  F.  Hyatt. 

A  true  copy. 


Letter  from  ike  mianonarf,  Mr,  WeBimase,  to  the  eoneul  of  ike  United  Statee  at  Santiago 

deCuba, 

The  Ambrigan  Consul, 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  my  friend,  Captain  Bolten,  who  is  in  prison 
because  he  is  suspected  to  have  stolen  a  boat  and  has  arrived  at  tiie  port  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba  without  passport. 

I  wish  to  state  that  I  know  the  Captain  well  and  I  may  verify  the  fact  that  the  boat 
in  which  he  made  the  voyage  from  Mole  to  Cuba  was  his  exclusive  property,  aa  he 
bought  her  when  he  was  in  my  house. 

I  know  him  to  be  a  good  and  honest  man,  and  I  trust  that  you  will  use  your 
authority  to  obtain  his  liberty. 

Believe  me,  very  truly,  yours,  Wxstmasb  8.  Smith, 

WoBlegan  MiiHonarjf. 

A  true  copy. 


Deoreo  ordering  ihe  lidsrfy. 


Cuba,  April  fS,  189$. 


Mr.  Judge  of  Instruction  of  the  South  Diatriot  of  thie  dig. 

Whereas  by  a  decree  dated  the  Ist  instant  proceedings  were  instituted  afrainst 
Messrs.  August  Bolten  and  Qastave  Richelieu,  and  their  imprisonment  was  decreed 
without  bail. 

Whereas  although  the  investigation  which  the  Spanish  consul  may  have  made  at 
Fort  an  Prince  has  not  been  received,  yet,  owing  to  the  deposition  made  by  the 
Spanish  citizen,  Don  Manuel  Barnuevo,  and  the  other  data  contained  in  the  pro- 
cedure, there  is  no  doubt  that  the  motives  which  led  to  said  imprisonment  do  not 
exist  now,  for  which  reason  the  provisions  of  article  528  of  the  law  of  criminal  pro- 
cedure have  to  be  carried  out.  Let  the  above-mentioned  August  Bolton  and  Gustavo 
Richelieu  be  set  free,  causing  them  to  constitute  a  bond  for  their  pxesentation  every 
eight  days  before  the  court  of  tribunal  which  has  cognizanoe  of  the  ease,  and  let 
the  proper  order  be  issued  to  the  jailer. 

Ordered  by  the  Judge  and  signed  by  him,  which  I  certify  to. 

AltlSTIDBB  MARAOUAKO. 

laiDBo  !>■  Tafia. 
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Order  for  ike  eonchuUm  0/  the  proeeedingt, 

Santiago  dk  Cttba,  April  $6, 1896. 

Wbereas  this  proeednre  was  begnn  on  Febmary  23,  on  a  charge  of  rebellion,  against 
tbe  Ameriean  citizens  Messrs.  Angnst  Bolten  and  Gastave  Kiohelieu,  all  the  proceed- 
ing baring  been  officially  Institnted; 

Whereas  tbe  fact  has  been  doly  inyeetigated  and  also  its  circumstances  and 
nntborSy  tbe  conclnsion  of  the  snnimary  is  to  be  lawfully  declared  in  the  opinion  of 
the  signer  of  this  order: 

In  view  of  articles  622  and  623  of  the  law  of  oriminal  procedure,  the  snmmary  is 
delivered  to  be  ended  and  let  it  pass  to  the  superior  conrt  in  tbe  respectful  form  of 
style,  after  the  prisoners  have  been  summoued,  and  let  the  present  order  be  oom- 
miinicated  to  the  illnatrions  attorney  of  His  Majesty. 

A  tme  oopy* 


SuBpeneio^m 

Trsritoriai.  Court,  SAimAOO  ds  Cxtba,  Secretaryship  of  the  T$Jand; 

In  tbe  oriminal  suit  proceeding  from  that  court  instituted  against  Angnst  Bolten 
and  Qnstave  Kichelieu  for  the  oHeuHe  of  rebellion  and  order  for  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  the  same,  has  been  issued  by  the  court  of  Justice  on  June  22  of  the  present 
year,  returning  the  papers  of  the  ease  to  you. 

Wnich  I  eommnnieate  to  yon  that  you  may  take  aotion  upon  them,  doly  aoknowl- 
edclag  their  receipt. 

Qod  guard  yon  for  maay  jMit* 

Cuba,  July  80,  IWft. 

A  tnib  eopy.  Dr.  Ramon  Maktinez,  Secretary. 


[Tnnilatioii.) 


Ministry  of  State, 
Am  SebaeiiaUf  September  SO,  1896. 


Mt  Dkar  8nt;  After  the  note  which  I  bad  the  honor  to  send  to  you  yesterday,  rela- 
tive to  the  elaim  of  Mr.  August  Bolten,  was  written  and  approved,  and  while  the 
doonments  accompanying  it  were  being  copied,  1  received  your  No.  174,  of  the  15th 
instant,  making  a  similar  claim  in  behalf  of  Richelieu,  the  other  individual  involved 
in  the  same  ease. 

As  the  case  is  identical  for  Bolten  and  for  Richelieu,  since  both  were  arrested  on 
the  same  grounds,  and  sinee  only  one  set  of  proceedings  was  instituted,  I  pray  your 
ezoellenoy  to  consider  as  repeatisd,  in  answer  to  your  said  note  No.  174,  all  I  stated 
to  yonr  excellency  in  mine  of  yesterday  also  referred  to.  « 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  tbe  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration, 

Thr  Dukr  of  TaxuAir. 

Una  Hihistrr  PuBinpoTxirriART  ov  thr  UmTRD  Statrr* 


Iff.  OlMy  to  Mr.  Taylor, 

No.  603.]  Department  of  State, 

Waahingtany  November  lOy  1896. 

Sib  :  Beferring  to  the  Department's  No.  483  of  March  18  and  No. 
556  of  August  31  last,  I  have  to  say  that  the  Department  desires  to 
know  the  status  of  the  claims  of  Bolten  and  Eichelien  against  the 
GoTemment  of  Spain* 

I  am,  ete.|  Biohard  Olnet. 
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Jfr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Morse. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Noveinher  19j  1896. 

Sib:  BeferriTig  to  yonr  letter  of  August  18  last,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  Depiu  tment  is  advised  by  our  minister  at  Madrid  that  the  Spauish 
Government  rejects  the  claim  of  Gustave  Eichelieu  on  the  grouud 
(1)  that  there  was  reasonable  ground  to  arrest  him  and  institute  pro- 
ceedings against  him,  and  (2)  that  the  judicial  proceedings  which 
resulted  in  his  release  were  the  shortest  and  most  expeditions  per- 
mitted by  the  laws  of  procedure  to  which  both  Spaniards  and  foreigners 
are  subject. 

Iam,eto.y  Eichasd  Olnst. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr,  Olney. 

No.  608.]  United  States  Leoation, 

Madrid,  November  21,  1896. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  603, 
relative  to  the  claims  of  Bolten  and  Eichelieu,  and  in  reply  thereto  to 
refer  you  to  my  No.  594,  of  the  4th  instant,  with  inclosures,  in  which 
your  inquiry  is  answered* 

I  am;  etc,  Hannis  Taylob. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  2,  1806. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  communication  from 
the  Department  dated  November  19, 189G,  advising  ^^  that  the  Spanish 
Government  rejects  the  claim  of  Gustave  Eichelieu  on  the  ground  (1) 
that  there  was  reasonable  ground  to  arrest  him  and  institute  proceed- 
ings  against  him,  and  (2)  that  the  judicial  proceedings  which  resulted 
in  his  release  were  the  shortest  and  most  expeditious  permitted  by  the 
laws  of  procedure  to  which  both  Spaniards  and  foreigners  are  subject." 

The  answer  of  Spain  as  above  abbreviated  makes  it  clear  to  my  mind 
that  Spain  has  purposely  or  ignorantly  misstated  or  mistaken  the  grouud 
upon  which  the  claim  of  Eichelieu  is  rested.  The  claim  rests  upon  a 
charge  against  Spain  of  the  violation  of  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
1795  in  respect  to  Eichelieu  and  Bolten,  which  are  set  out  in  terms  in 
the  brief  filed  by  the  undersigned.  The  law  of  nations  is  also  relied 
upon  to  sustain  the  claim  to  a  x>ecuniary  indemnity. 

However,  as  the  undersigned  proposes  to  reply  at  length  to  the 
answer  of  Spain  rejecting  the  claim,  I  request  that  a  copy  of  the  expe- 
diente  or  other  papers  which  have  been  transmitted  to  the  (T)  may  be 
forwarded  to  the  undersigned  for  consideration  and  reference  when  com- 
paring such  reply. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Al^EXANDEB  POBTER  MOBSK, 

OowMel  for  Eiduslieu. 


I 
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Iff.  Eookkill  to  Mr.  Mone. 

DBPABTMENT  of  STAl'By 

Washifigtanf  Deoemh&r  3, 1896. 

8iB:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  altimo  to  Mr.  Faison,  I  inclose 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  United  States  minister  at 
Madrid.  No.  594,  of  the  4th  ultimo,  with  its  accompaniments,  in  regard 
to  the  rejection  of  the  Bicheliea-Bolten  claim  for  indemnity, 
lam,  etOy 

W.  W.  BOOKHILL, 

Amstant  Secretary. 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Morse. 

Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

WashingtoUy  December  4, 1896. 

SiB!  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  I  have  to  say  that  on 
the  3d  I  promised  to  give  yon  a  oopy  of  the  dispatch  from  the  United 
States  minister  at  Madrid,  showing  the  grounds  for  the  rejection  of  the 
claim  of  Gustave  Richelieu. 

The  papers  are  now  being  copied  and  will  be  sent  to  you  without 
onneceseary  delay. 

I  am,  etc,  Biohabd  Olney. 

Mr.  Mone  to  Mr.  Ohvey. 

Decembeb  19, 1896. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  in  due  course  the  receipt  of  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Department  of  State,  dated  December  3, 1896,  trans- 
mitting copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  United  States  minister  at  Madrid, 
No.  594,  of  the  4th  ultimo,  with  its  accompaniments  in  regard  to  the 
rejection  of  the  Bichelieu-Bolten  claim  for  indemnity. 

Under  date  November  19, 1896, 1  had  been  informed  by  the  Depart- 
ment that  ^'the  Spanish  Government  rejects  the  claim  of  Gustavo 
Bichelieu  on  the  ground  (1)  that  there  was  reasonable  ground  to  arrest 
him  and  institute  proceedings  against  him;  and  (2)  that  the  judicial 
proceedings  which  resulted  in  his  release  were  the  shortest  and  most 
expeditious  permitted  by  the  laws  of  procedure  to  which  both  Span- 
iards and  foreigners  ai*e  subject." 

Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  last-mentioned  communication  I 
advised  the  Department  that  I  proposed  to  reply  at  length  to  the 
answer  of  Spain  rejecting  the  claim,  and  requested  that  a  copy  of  the 
expediente  or  other  papers  which  had  been  transmitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment by  the  United  States  minister  at  Madrid  should  be  forwarded  to 
the  undersigned  for  consideration  and  reference  when  preparing  such 
reply. 

I  have  just  examined  the  i)ortion8  of  the  expediente  which  were 
transmitted  by  the  ministry  of  state,  San  Sebastian,  September  29, 
1896.  to  the  United  States  minister  at  Madrid,  and  by  the  latter  for- 
waroed  to  Washington,  and  I  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  these 
pap^s,  which  are  supposed  to  justify  the  rejection  of  these  claims  by 
Spaint  do  not  require  any  lengthy  reply,  for  the  reasons  following: 

First  Because  the  objections  to  the  entertainment  by  Spain  of  these 
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claims  have  been  anticipated,  and  Iiave  been,  it  seems  to  the  under- 
signed, fully  met  and  answered  by  a  brief  filed  by  the  undersigned  in 
the  Department  en  the  20th  day  of  Angnst,  1896. 

Second.  Beoaase  the  snbstantive  matter  contained  in  the  expediente 
does  not  deny  or  contradict  material  allegations  contained  in  the  record 
and  insisted  upon  by  this  Government  in  the  diplomatic  correspondence 
touching  these  claims.  On  the  contrary,  the  official  reports  set  out 
at  length  of  the  Spanish  administrative  authorities  fully  sustain  the 
position  taken  on  behalf  of  claimants.  As  to  the  first  proposition,  1 
am  not  informed  whether  or  not  the  brief  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  the  Department  meets  its  approval;  and  there  is  nothing 
in  the  letter  of  transmittal  of  the  United  States  minister  at  Madrid  to 
indicate  that  he  rested  the  claim  on  the  ground  taken  in  my  brief.  But 
if  the  Secretary  of  State  will  turn  to  page  11  of  the  brief  he  wOl 
observe  that  the  claim  against  Spain  was  grounded  from  a  violation  by 
her  administrative  authorities  in  Ouba  of  plain  and  explicit  guaranties 
of  exemption  from  arrest  and  arbitrary  interference  by  either  Govern- 
ment in  respect  of  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  under  circum- 
stances analogous  to  those  which  surrounded  claimants.  If  I  am  cor- 
rect in  my  reading  of  the  treaty  provisions  referred  to,  the  claimants 
were  not  at  the  time  of  their  first  apprehension  nor  on  occasion  of  ^eir 
second  arrest  amenable  to  the  jorisdiction  of  the  authorities  of  Spain. 
And  this  was  the  view  of  the  actual  situation  officially  express^  by 
the  United  States  consul  at  Santiago  de  Ouba  as  early  as  the  28th  of 
March,  1895.  (House  Doc.  No.  224,  Fifty-fourth  Oongi'ess,  first  session, 
p.  116.) 

As  to  the  second  proposition,  the  attempt  to  justiQ^  the  imprison- 
ment of  Bichelieu  and  Bolton,  notwithstanding  the  evidence  which 
was  produced  by  the  United  States  consul  indicating  the  truth  of  their 
entire  story,  upon  the  deposition  of  a  prisoner  "  undergoing  a  four 
months'  sentence  as  receiver  of  stolen  goods,"  which  appears  to  have 
been  the  only  ground  for  suspicion,  was  in  keeping  with  the  character 
of  evidence  upon  which  Spain  has  rested  her  defense  in  these  cases. 
The  depositions  of  the  convict  accused  <<the  North  American  prisoners 
of  having  shipped  from  Haiti  insurgents  and  ammunition;"  and  the 
communication  of  the  ministry  of  state  admits  that  the  charges 
proffered  by  the  deponent  were  not  proved.  That  in  the  nature  of  things 
such  a  charge  was  without  any  basis  whatever  appears  from  the 
description  of  the  boat  contained  in  the  report  of  the  marine  attorney. 
(See  also  House  Doc.  Ko.  224,  Fifty-fourth  Oongress*  first  session, 
pp.  111-131.) 

The  charge  that  these  American  citizens  had  entered  Ouban  i>ort8  in 
a  small  cra^  without  regularly  documented  clearance  papers,  if  true, 
did  not  constitute  a  crime  punishable  by  arbitrary  arrest  and  cme! 
imprisonment  for  sixty- two  days;  and  the  failure  to  produce  the  same, 
if  not  accounted  for,  was  at  most  a  civil  offense,  subjecting  the  boat  to 
seizure  or  detention  in  default  of  the  payment  of  fine  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  or  owners.  And  the  personal  papers  which  they  oarried.e8tab- 
lishing  their  identity  and  recognizing  them  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  entitled  them  to  the  protection  of  the  guarantees  contained  in 
the  treaty  of  1795.  But,  as  has  been  asserted  in  our  brief,  neither  the 
port  of  departure  or  destination  was  Ouban,  but  Haitian ;  and  if  the 
papers  satisfied  the  authorities  of  the  latter  State,  it  was  no  concern  of 
the  Spanish  officials.     Storm  driven  and  nearly  fi^pwrecked,  these 


OUSTAVE   RICHELIEU  AND   AUGUST   BOLTEN.  303 

unfortunate  individuals  were  entitled  to  hospitality  under  the  law  of 
nations  and  the  treaty  provisions. 

The  charge  that  while  in  Haiti  these  individuals  were  plotting  the 
criQie  of  rebellion  against  Spain  finds  no  basis  for  indulgence  in 
the  record,  which,  on  the  contrary  contains  evidence  which  exposes  the 
frivolous  character  of  this  accusation,  which  appears  to  have  been  an 
afterthought  of  the  administrative  authorities. 

In  the  absence  of  any  criminating  proof  whatever,  the  circumstance 
that  Bicbelieu  and  Bolten  entered  Cuban  ports  in  oi)en  day  at  a  time 
'^immediately  before  the  uprising  of  the  insurgent  tbrces  at  Quanta- 
namo,"  furnished  no  suf&cient  ground  or  excuse  for  the  cruel  treatment 
and  long  imprisonment  to  which  they  were  subjected.  There  is  noth- 
ing in  the  record,  which  has  been  made  up  almost  in  its  entirety  by 
Spain,  that  connects  these  individuals  or  their  disastrous  voyage  with 
the  insurgents  in  Ouba  or  elsewhere.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  evidence 
corroborates,  as  the  administrative  authorities  reluctantly  admit,  the 
accuracy  in  all  essential  particulars  of  the  story  of  the  storm-tossed 
seamen.  The  character  and  dimensions  of  the  boat  negative  the  possi- 
bility of  its  use  as  a  transport  for  munitions  or  men.  It  was,  what  it 
was  claimed  by  the  seamen  to  be,  a  fishing  craft.  And  the  fact  of  its 
purchase  at  Port  au  Prince  and  the  good  character  of  Bolten  is  testified 
to  by  the  Wesleyan  missionary  at  that  port 

In  conclusion,  I  invite  attention  to  the  circumstance  that,  as  appears 
from  the  communication  of  the  ministry  of  state,  San  Sebastian,  Sep- 
tember 30, 1896,  to  the  United  States  minister  at  Madrid,  the  conclusion 
to  r^ect  the  claim  of  Bolten  was  reached  after  examination  of  the 
record  in  that  case,  and  before  the  Richelieu  record  was  considered. 
So  far  as  the  undersigned  is  informed,  the  former  record  was  not  sup- 
ported by  brief  on  the  part  of  counsel  nor  was  the  claim  for  pecuniary 
indemni^  placed  upon  the  grounds  upon  which  the  claim  in  the  Biche- 
lieu  case  was  rested.  In  the  Eichelieu  case  a  printed  brief  containing 
30  pages  was  filed  in  the  Department  of  State,  which  rested  the  claim 
for  pecuniary  indemnity  upon  the  law  of  nations'  and  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  1795.  As  this  record  was  not  examined  or  pressed  upon 
Spain,  it  seems  to  me  we  are  justified  in  asking  the  Government  to 
again  bring  this  claim  to  the  attention  of  Spain  for  a  determination  of 
the  issue  fairly  raised  in  the  Richelieu  record.  I  have,  therefore,  to 
ask  considerii>tion  of  the  points  suggested  in  this  communication  and 
to  the  printed  ai'gument  on  file  in  the  Department,  with  a  view  to  such 
action  as  to  the  honorable  Secretary  may  seem  just  and  proper  under 
the  circumstances. 

The  claimant,  Richelieu,  is  in  a  desperate  condition  physically  and 
financially,  the  result  in  great  measure,  as  alleged,  of  cruel  treatment 
by  Spanish  authorities  in  Guba;  and  an  appeal  is  made  to  his  Gov- 
ernment to  secure  for  him  and  his  associate  in  suffering,  Bolten,  some 
measure  of  pecuniary  redress  before  the  end  comes. 

But  apart  from  considerations  of  a  merely  personal  nature,  I  can  not 
but  believe  that  a  high  state  purpose  may  well  influence  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  demanding  reparation  for  violations  of  treaty  stipu- 
lations by  Spain  under  the  circumstances  disclosed  by  the  record  in 
these  cases. 

I  ami  eto^  AlexjlNdeb  Pokteb  Mobse, 

OJ  OounseL 
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JKr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

Ko.  634.]  Dbpastment  of  State, 

Wiishingtonj  Jcmuary  5, 1897. 

Sib  :  Eeferring  to  yonr  No.  594  of  November  4  last,  inclosing  tbe  reply 
made  by  the  Spanish  Government  in  the  cases  of  Richelieu  and  Bolten, 
1  now  transmit  copy  of  a  recent  letter  from  Mr.  Alexander  Porter 
Morse,  counsel  for  Eichelieu,  which,  together  with  the  printed  brief 
sent  along  with  the  memorial  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  he  desires  to 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Spanish  Oovernment. 
I  am,  etCy 

BlOHABD  OLNET. 


Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

No.  637.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  January  6',  1897. 

SiB:  Referring  to  the  Department's  instruction  to  you  of  yesterday 
in  regard  to  the  case  of  Gustave  Richelieu,  I  have  to  say  that  as  a 
part  of  Mr.  Morse's  printed  brief  relates  to  matters  which  wwe  for  the 
consideration  of  this  Department  alone,  you  may  use  the  arguments 
contained  in  it,  with  the  exception  of  the  reference  to  the  citizenship  of 
Richelieu,  in  making  your  reply  to  the  last  note  of  the  SpaiUBh 
Government  on  the  subject. 

As  the  case  of  Bolten  is  based  upon  precisely  the  same  facts  and  \& 
upon  the  same  footing  in  all  essentials  with  that  of  Richelieu,  yon  will 
make  your  reply  cover  both  cases.  The  two  cases  stand  together,  and 
the  treatment  of  them  should  be  joint. 

I  am,  etc.j  Riokabd  Oi.net* 


[Telegram.] 

Mr.  Olney  to  Mr.  Taylor, 

Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  January  6j  1897. 
Amebican  Ministeb,  Madrid: 

Suspend  action  on  No.  634. 


Mr.  CoaJcley  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Boston,  January  97j  1897. 

Deab  Sib:  a  gentleman,  Pierre  Gustave  Laymet  Richelieu,  who 
claims  to  be  an  American  citizen,  and  that  he  was  unjustly  imprisoned 
in  Cuba  by  the  Spaniards,  has  requested  me  to  write  you,  asking  how 
his  case  before  the  Spanish  court  stands  at)  present.  He  has  shown  me 
communications  from  his  attorney  at  Washington,  Mr.  A.  P.  Morse,  in 
which  that  gentleman  informs  him  that  his  claim  for  indemnity  from 
the  Spanish  Government  because  of  his  imprisonment  has  been  marked 
<<  Special "  by  the  State  Department,  and  that  it  was  to  be  pressed  with 
all  possible  speed* 


OUSTAVE   RICHELIEU   AND   AUGUST   BOLTEN.  305 

It  18  some  tune  now  since  he  has  heard  anjrthing,  and  he  woald  like 
to  hear  from  yon  jast  how  his  case  stood,  and  when,  if  ever,  there  was 
a  likelihood  of  its  being  settled.  He  is  in  very  straitened  circom- 
staiices  and  suffering  keenly  from  poverty. 

lioping  for  an  early  reply,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

John  J.  Goasxet. 
(Gare  of  Boston  Traveler,  Boston,  Mass.) 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Olney. 

Washington,  D.  G.,  March  i,  1897. 

S)B:  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  statement  of  the  case  of 
Gastave  liichelieu  in  the  list  of  American  citizens,  native  and  natural- 
ized, who  were  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  Guba  since  February  24, 
1895,  and  which  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate  by  the  President  on  the 
25tb  of  January,  1897,  in  response  to  Senate  resolution  of  December  21, 
1896. 

This  statement,  as  printed  in  Document  Ko.  84,  Fifty-fourth  Gongress, 
second  session,  page  3,  understates  the  case,  and  is  misleading  in  par 
ticalars  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  corrected  as  soon  as  an  oppor- 
touity  to  do  so  occurs. 

The  fact  is,  that  Bichelieu  and  his  companion,  August  Bolten,  also 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  were  not  ^' taken  in  a  boat  near  <  San- 
tiago,"^ as  stated,  but  were  arrested  after  they  had  landed,  and  when 
they  were  on  their  way  to  the  United  States  consulate  to  report  in  accord- 
ance with  their  duty  and  treaty  rights;  and  so  far  from  being  released 
^^  shortly  after"  were  held  in  a  loathsome  prison  with  criminals  and  con- 
victs for  sixty-two  days,  notwithstanding  the  most  earnest  and  repeated 
demands  for  their  release  which  were  made  by  the  United  States  con- 
sul, under  instructions  from  the  Department. 

As  these  cases  have  received  the  special  consideration  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  as  the  American  minister  at  Madrid  has  been  instructed  to 
urge  their  settlement,  it  is  important  tbat  no  other  than  a  correct  state- 
ment should  appear  in  a  public  document  issued  by  the  United  States. 
It  seems  to  the  undersigned,  further,  that  it  should  appear  that  neither 
Bichelieu  nor  Bolten  were  natives  of  Spain,  the  former  being  native  of 
France  and  the  latter  of  Sweden. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alexandbb  Pobteb  Mobse, 

Counsel  for  Eichelieu. 

Senator  Lodge  to  Mr.  Sherman. 

WASHlNaTON,  D.  G.,  March  8y  1897. 

SiB:  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  which  explains  itself.  I  bespeak  for 
this  case  your  attention  and  consideration,  and  I  trust  it  may  be  taken 
up  and  acted  upon. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  H.  G.  Lodge. 


Boston,  March  5, 1897. 

DxAR  Sir:  I  hare  been  requested  to  write  yrm  by  a  roan  in  Boston  here  wlio  lias  a 
claim  against  the  Spanish  Qovernment,  and  who  would  like  to  Lave  yoa  see  what  has 
been  done  or  is  likely  to  be  done  with  it. 

90 
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His  name  is  Gnstave  Riohelien;  he  is  aFrenobman,  bat  a  naturalized  Americu 
citizen.  On  January  23, 1895,  be  and  a  companion  named  Angnst  Bolten  wtre  taken 
prisoners  at  Santiago  de  Cnba  by  the  Spaniards,  on  suspicion  of  being  Cnban  spiea. 
After  some  time  they  were  liberated,  and  returned  to  the  United  States.  Tb^y  ^ach 
made  a  claim  for  $10,000  imlemnity  from  Spain,  and  the  State  Department^  afl«r  i 
looking  their  claim  np,  instructed  the  American  minister  at  Madrid  to  push  the 
claims.  Richelieu's  attorney  is  Alexander  P.  Morse,  505  Pennsylvania  aTenu^. 
Washington. 

Richelieu  has  not  heard  anything  for  some  time  concerning  his  claim,  and  ht  \s 
anxious  to  know  just  where  it  stands.  He  is  old  and  crippled,  and  lost  liis  all  wh^n 
taken  prisoner  in  Cuba.  He  has  not  a  cent  in  the  world,  and  subsints  on  what  is 
given  him.  Under  the  circumstances,  if  you  could  do  anything  to  hasten  a  settle 
ment  of  his  claim  you  would  be  doing  an  act  of  great  charity. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you, 

Tours,  very  respectfully,  John  J.  Coa^klkt, 

S07  Waahington  street,  Boston, 

(Care  of  Boston  Traveler.) 

Senator  Henry  Cabot  Lodob. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Slierman. 
No.  6G0.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  P,  1897. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  with  transUition,  the  last  commnni- 
cation  of  the  Spanish  Government  touching  the  case  of  Bolten-Riche- 
liea,  and  to  await  your  farther  iustructionSj  if  any. 
I  am,  etc.| 

Hannis  Taylor, 


[Translstioxi.) 

Ministry  of  Statf   ^alaw^  March  1, 1897. 
Excellency. 

My  Dear  Sir:  As  inclosures  to  your  note  of  the  29th  of  January  last  yon  sent  to 
me  an  argument  presented  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  sailor  Gustave  Richelieu  by 
his  attorney!  and  a  letter  from  the  same  lawyer  written  after  havins^  read  the  answeV 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  excellency  on  the  29th  of  8eptenilier  last. 

Having  examined  both  documents,  I  can  not  find  in  them  any  reason  to  modify  the 
conclusions  arrived  at  in  that  date. 

The  whole  argument  of  the  lawyer,  Mr.  Morse,  rests  upon  a  supposed  violation  of 
Articles  VI,  VII,  and  VIII  of  the  treaty  of  1795  committed  by  our  authorities  in 
detaining  two  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  the  simple  lact  of  having  landed  in 
the  coasts  of  Cuba. 

The  briefest  examination  of  the  true  facts  discloses  a  grave  mistake  in  that 
hypothesis. 

Hichelieu  and  his  companion,  Bolten,  were  not  detained  for  havinglanded  in  Spanish 
territory,  as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  demonstrate  to  your  excellency. 

Their  arrest  took  place  when  the  island  of  Cuba  was  at  the  beginning  of  a  formi- 
dable insurrection.  In  every  point  of  the  coast  landed  large  and  small  expeditions — 
arrived  from  several  ports  and  shores  of  the  Mexican  Gulf.  Many  of  those  who 
afterwards  took  a  part  in  the  rebellion  as  chiefs,  rank  soldiers,  and  sconts.  came  pre- 
cisely from  Haiti,  as  is  well  known,  using  small  crafts  similar  to  that  of  the  claim- 
ants. In  no  other  manner  did  the  well-known  chief  Antonio  Maoeo  join  the  insurgent 
bands,  and  so  great  was  the  number  of  those  who  used  this  means  of  coming  to  and 
going  from  the  island  that  I  do  not  consider  it  venturesome  to  say  that  at  a  certain 
time  there  was  a  regular  communication  by  means  of  small  crafts  and  open  boats 
between  Cuba  and  the  Antilles  and  the  nearest  keys. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  when  it  was  necessary  to  check  such  infiltration 
or  entering  of  rebels  by  means  of  a  close  watch  upon*  even  the  apparently  most 
humble  and  harmless,  the  claimants  arrived  at  the  port  of  Gnantauamo,  without  any 
documents  whatever  to  prove  their  nationality  or  that  of  their  vessel,  and  after- 
wards, without  authorisEation,  they  went  to  Santiago  de  Cnba. 

What  charge  can  be  made  against  the  proper  marine  authority  for  having  detained 
them,  not  for  the  imaginary  ofi'ense  of  having  landed  in  Spanish  territory,  but  as  sua- 
picious  persons — that  is  to  say,  only  until  it  could  be  ascertained  whether  or  not  they 
were  entitled  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  above-mentioned  trea^f    Indeed,  who  will 
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fhftt  thoM  benefita  are  absolutely  nocoDditional,  and  that  tbey  extend  even 
to  thoae  who  bear  hostile  iirtentions  tor  the  integrity  or  for  the  Hovet  eignty  of  Spain  f 
Despite  the  perspicacity  which  majr  natarally  be  attributed  to  8n<  h  an  experienced 
;  lawyer,  Mr.  Morse  baa  failed  to  make  a  distinction  essential  for  the  proper  apprecia- 
tion of  the  present  case,  riz,  that  in  practice  the  time  of  the  application  of  a  legal 
text  may  var>  when  there  are  sufiicient  reasons  for  it.  In  fact,  the  application  of  the 
treaty  of  1795  did  not  suffer  any  alteration,  but  only  a  Jaslified  delay,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  full  and  immediate  application  of  Hie  treaty  as  soon  as  it  was  possible  to 
do  so. 

Aiter  obtaining  the  proofs — which,  by  the  way,  were  negative-— of  the  innocence  of 
the  claimants,  they  were  placed  in  liberty,  and  your  excellency  is  well  aware,  by  my 
previous  commnnications,  of  the  verv  jnst  causes  which  delayed  the  taking  of  this 
deoision,  such  as  the  change  of  Jnrisaiotion  rec|ueeted  by  a  consul  of  your  nation  and 
the  necessity  of  issuing  letters  rogatory  in  the  interests  of  the  claimants  themselTes; 
therefore  no  complaint  should  be  haHed  upon  that  inevitable  delay. 

It  is  therefore  CTident  that  the  agreen  ent  of  1795  was  perfectly  complied  with  in 
the  case  of  I^olten-Kichelieu,  and  that  all  the  consequences  which  it  was  pretended 
to  draw  from  the  basis  of  its  violation,  and  with  tnem  the  whole  contents  of  Mr. 
Morse's  arguirent,  have  lost  their  value. 

Only  for  the  purpose  of  defining  more  clearly  still  the  true  significance  and  impor- 
tance of  the  detention  imposed  upon  the  claimants,  I  will  rebate  a  secondary  state- 
ment contained  in  said  document.  The  attorney  of  Richelieu  imagines  to  have  dis- 
eovf-red  an  irregularity  in  the  administration  of  Justice  which,  according  to  him, 
consists  of  the  »ct  that  the  civil  tiibiinal  confirmed  the  penalty  imposed  by  that  of 
marine  without  considering  that  where  there  is  no  sentence  there  can  be  no  con- 
firmation. One  jurisdiction  having  iiihihited  the  case  in  favor  of  the  other,  and  th« 
latter  having  maintained  the  detentiou  of  the  two  claimante,  it  is  seen,  without 
donbts  of  any  kind,  that  that  detention  was  only  preventive  and  not  penal,  and  this 
esi«ential  difi'erence  compels  that  Government  of  His  Majesty  to  deny  tne  right  of  the 
claimants  to  an  indemnity. 

I  will  not  answer  here  to  the  charges  of  cruelty  made  by  Mr.  Morse  against  onr 
authorities,  nor  to  the  absurd  supposition  that  Bolton  and  Richelieu  had  been  accused 
of  having  rebelled  against  8[)ain  while  in  Haiti.  I  have  already  rebutted  and 
cleared  those  charges  in  my  above-mentioned  note. 

As  regards  the  letter  of  Mr.  Morse,  your  occupations  and  mine  do  not  allow  me  to 
discuss  in  detail  a  writing  which  is  limited  to  confirming  in  general  terms  the  con- 
tents of  the  brief.  The  latter  having  been  answered,  the  former  is  also  answered, 
and  I  believe  that  your  excellency  will  agree  with  me  in  this,  although  1  do  not  fail 
to  understand  the  motive  of  your  having  sent  me  a  document  in  which  the  state- 
ments of  the  former  are  confirmed. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  observe  that  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  finds  the 
oondnct  of  its  delegates  as  regards  the  case  of  fiolten-Kichelieu  to  be  above  all 
censure  and  perfectly  reasonable  and  correct,  and  that  it  must  supx>ort  and  uphold 
them  against  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Morse  with  all  decision,  inasmuch  as  it  has 
recently  shown  its  purpose  to  rigorously  exact  from  the  Cuban  authorities  the 
folfillment  of  the  interior  laws  and  of  the  international  agreements.  The  deference 
which  in  all  occasions  the  Government  of  his  Majesty  observes  toward  that  of  the 
United  States  has  Induced  this  Government,  in  spite  of  the  decision  previously  com- 
municated to  your  exoelleucy,  to  again  take  up  the  subject;  but  I  deem  it  my  duty 
to  inform  yon  that,  despite  our  best  wishes  to  please  your  Government,  it  will  not  bo 
possible  for  na  to  discuss  any  further  the  present  claim  which,  by  the  above,  I  con- 
sider to  be  definitely  ended. 

I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assur- 
aneea  of  my  highest  consideration. 

Ths  Dukb  of  Tbtuam. 


Jf r«  BochhiU  to  Mr.  Monem 

Department  op  State, 
Washington^  March  lOy  1897. 

SiB:  Your  letter  of  tbe  Ist  instant,  relating  to  the  arrest  and  imprU- 
onment  in  Cuba  of  Oustave  Eicbelien,  has  been  received. 

Your  sngfi^estion  regarding  a  correction  of  the  statement  that  Eiche- 
lien  and  Bolten  were  captured  in  a  boat  near  Santiago  has  been  noted 
in  the  dispatch  containing  this  report. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  W.  W.  Eookhill, 

jLisUtaa^t  Seoretaryt 
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Mr,  Rockhill  to  Senator  H,  C.  Lodge. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtoriy  March  10,  1897. 

SiB:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8tli  instant,  in  regard  to  the  claim 
of  GuBtave  Kicheliea  against  the  Government  of  Spain,  I  have  the  honor 
to  say,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary,  that  the  claim  has  been  presented 
to  the  Spanish  Government.  That  Government  denies  its  obligation  to 
indemnify  Mr.  Eichelieu.  The  Department  has  instructed  our  minister 
at  Madrid  to  again  present  the  claim  with  additional  arguments.  Mr. 
Alexander  Porter  Morse,  Mr.  Kichelieu's  attorney,  is  kept  fully  advised 
of  the  progress  of  the  case. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  W.  W.  Eogkhiij., 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  OoaJcley. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  March  26, 1897. 

SiB:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d 
instant  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  Gustavi^  Bichelieu  against  Spaiu« 

In  reply  I  have  to  say  that  Mr.  Richelieu's  attorney,  Mr.  Alexander 
Porter  Morse,  of  1506  Pennsylvania  avenue,  Washington,  D.  C,  has 
been  kept  fully  informed  in  regard  to  the  case,  and  will  no  doubt  keep 
his  client  advised.  The  claim  has  been  urged  with  vigor  and  persist- 
ency, but  Spain  has  not  conceded  the  right  to  indemnity* 
Besi^ectfuUy,  yours, 

W.   W.  BoOKHILIi, 

Assista/nt  Secretary. 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Sherman. 

Washington,  D.  G.,  April  10, 1897. 

Sib:  I  transmit  an  additional  affidavit  of  complainant  in  the  matter 
of  the  claim  of  Gustavo  Bichelieu  against  Spain  on  account  of  arbitrary 
arrest  and  false  imprisonment  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  setting  forth  the 
place  and  date  of  complainant's  naturalization  as  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  request  that  it  be  filed  with  and  annexed  to  the  papers 
in  this  case  now  on  file  in  the  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUSXANDEB  POBTBB  MOBSB, 

0/  Counsel  for  Complainant. 

Know  aU  men  by  these  presents : 

That  I,  Gastave  Bichelien,  of  Boston,  county  of  Suffolk  and  Commonwealth  of 
Massachasetts,  do  hereby  make  oatb,  depose,  and  swear  that  on  or  about  the  lOtb 
day  of  September^  A.  D.  1871, 1  took  out  my  first  papers  dechiring  my  intention  of 
being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  at  Portland,  Oreg.,  and  that  on  or  about  the 
12th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1876,  I  took  out  my  final  papers  whicb  made  me  a  citizen 
of  tbe  United  States  in  Boston,  State  of  Massacbnsetts,  said  final  papers  being  made 
out  and  recorded  in  tbe  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  tne  district  of  Haa> 
sacbnsetts.  'i  hat  for  some  reason  unknown  to  me  there  is  no  record  of  my  final 
naturalization. 

Witneas  my  band  and  seal  this  a6th  day  of  Dtevtaktr,  1885. 

GUSTAVS  BiOBBLOn]^ 
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CoimoirwK^LTH  ov  UAESACRVSvm,  Suffolk,  M.- 
Boston, Deember  96, 1896. 

There  personally  appeared  the  aboYe-named  GosUve  Biehelien  and  made  oath  to 
tiie  tmth  of  the  aooTo  snbseribed  hy  hink. 
Befoxeme, 

COSNSLIUS  P.  SXTIXIYAH. 

Ju$Um  of  the  Foaeo, 
Saperior  eonrt  for  the  transaetion  of  oriminal  business  within  and  for  said  eonntj. 

CoiofOKWVALTH  OV  Massachcsbtts,  Suffolk,  m; 

I,  John  P.  Manning,  of  Boston,  in  said  county,  dnly  elected,  qnalified,  and  sworn 
as  elerk  of  the  said  superior  eonrt,  within  and  for  said  connty  and  Commonwealth, 
■aid  eonrt  beinf  a  court  of  record  with  a  seal,  whioh  is  hereto  affixed,  do  hereby  cer^ 
tily  that  Comeiins  P.  Sullivan,  by  and  before  whom  the  foregoing  acknowledgment 
or  proof  was  taken,  was,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  same,  a  Justice  of  the  peace, 
ftathorised  to  act  in  said  Commonwealth,  and  was  duly  authorized  by  the  laws  ol 
■aid  Commonwealth  to  take  and  certify  acknowledgments  or  proofs  of  needs  of  land 
in  said  Commonwealth,  ancL  fhrther,  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  tiie  hand- 
writing of  said  Cornelius  P.  Sullivan,  and  that  I  verily  believe  that  the  signature  to 
said  o^ifioate  of  acknowledgment  or  proof  is  genuine. 

In  teetimonv  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said 
eonrt  this  27tti  day  of  Deeember,  1S96. 

[8BAL.]  John  P.  MAmviNO^ 

CUrk  ^f  saM  CWf. 

Jfr.  Morie  to  Mr.  Sherman. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  April  15, 1897. 

Sib:  I  transmit  herewith  certiHcnte  of  Dr.  P.  W.  Heffem,  the  attend- 
iog  physician  of  the  Boston  Emergency  Hospital,  dated  April  2, 1897, 
as  to  the  condition  and  treatment  of  Onstave  Biehelien,  claimant  for 
pecuniary  indemnity  against  Spain  on  account  of  his  arbitrary  arrest, 
folse  imprisonment,  and  cmel  treatment  by  the  administrative  author- 
ities at  Santiago  de  Ouba,  with  the  request  that  said  certificate  be  filed 
with  and  attached  to  the  papers  in  the  claim  of  said  Bichelieu. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alezandbb  Pobtsb  Mobsb. 


Boston  Embrobnoy  HosprrAL, 

Boston,  AprU  f ,  1897. 

To  whom  It  may  eoncem  s 

This  is  to  certify  that  Gnstave  RIclicliou  has  been  treated  by  me  since  December, 
1896,  for  muscular  and  articular  rheumatismy  the  attacks  being  so  serious  at  times  as 
to  ocoasion  the  joints  to  swell  up  and  rendering  him  unfit  to  work. 

P.  W.  Hefvern,  M.  D. 


Mr.  BookhiU  to  Mr.  Morse. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  April  14, 1897. 

SrB:  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  iuRtant, 
inclosing  a  certificate  of  Dr.  P.  W.  HefFern,  of  the  Boston  Emergency 
Hoftpital,  relative  to  the  condition  and  treatment  of  Gnstave  Biehelien, 
a  cliumant  for  indemnity  against  the  Spanish  Government. 
Bespectfully,  yours, 

W.  W.   BOOKHILL, 

Aeeistant  Beoretarjf. 


65th  Congress,  >  SENATE.  i  Bepobt 

Ut  Sessian.       )  I  No.  371. 
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July  7, 1897.-~Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Lodge,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreigu  Belations,  submitted  the 

I'ollowiug 

REPORT. 

[To  aooompany  S.  B.  61.] 

The  facts  In  connection  with  this  case  are  fnlly  recited  in  Document 
No.  47,  Fifty-tifth  Congreui«,  first  session,  and  in  House  Document  No. 
224,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  pages  111  to  134. 

An  examination  of  tbese  documents  discloses,  in  brief,  that  August 
Boiteu  and  Gustave  liiclielieu,  two  naturalized  American  citizens,  the 
former  a  native  of  Sweden  and  the  latter  of  France,  set  out  in  a  small, 
open  boat  about  15  feet  long  from  Port  au  Prince  on  February  5, 1895. 
Their  object  was  to  fish  for  green  turtles,  and,  with  this  in  view,  they 
intended  to  sail  up  as  far  as  Cape  Haitien.  Both  men  were  sailors  who 
bad  drifted  to  Haiti  trom  New  York  during  the  years  1893  and  1894.  It 
appears  that  Bolten  had  managed  to  save  a  little  money  by  doing  some 
painting  at  Port  au  Prince,  and  that  the  small  fishing  boat  was  his 
property.  Before  leaving  port  the  men  secured  the  usual  papers  issued 
from  the  American  consulate,  which  identified  them  and  established 
their  American  citizenship.  This  attempt  to  go  in  a  small,  open  boat 
from  one  Haitien  port  to  another  did  not  succeed,  and  they  were 
finally  driven,  by  stress  of  weather,  to  the  coast  of  Cuba.  Temporary 
landings  were  efi'ected  at  one  or  two  points  along  the  Haitien  and 
Cuban  coasts,  and  finally,  almost  destitute  of  food  and  water,  and  after 
drifting  about  for  several  days,  they  reached  Santiago  de  Cuba.  The 
testimony  discloses  that  they  at  once  produced  their  papers  for  inspec- 
tion to  the  captain  of  the  port,  explained  their  distress,  and  asked  to 
be  directed  to  the  United  States  consul.  Notwithstanding  these 
admitted  facts,  they  were  seized  by  the  military  authorities  on  Feb- 
ruary 23, 1895,  and  thrown  into  a  prison,  from  which  they  were  nob 
released  until  May  3  following.  During  this  imprisonment  both  men 
were  kept  in  close  confinement  much  of  the  time,  and  both  suffered 
great  injury  to  health  thereby.    Bolten  contracted  yellow  fever. 

The  seizure  of  these  men  is  believed  by  the  committee  to  have  been 
in  violation  of  article  8  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  which  (in  the  language 
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of  Secretary  Olney)  "  provides  for  the  hospitable  reception  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  who,  through  stress  of  weather,  are  driven  upon  Spanish 
territory."  It  is  farther  evident  to  the  committee  that  the  proceedings 
inaugurated  by  the  military  authorities  against  Bolten  and  Bichelien 
are  a  violation  of  the  protocol  of  January  12, 1877,  which  (again  quot> 
ing  Secretary  Olney)  '<  provides  that  citizens  of  the  United  States 
taken  without  arms  in  hand  shall  be  tried  by  the  ordinary  civil  tribu- 
nals, to  the  exclusion  of  any  special  tribunal,  and  when  arrested  and 
imprisoned  shall  be  deemed  to  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  by  order  of 
the  civil  authority."  Both  men  were  held  by  the  military  authorities 
from  the  23d  of  February  to  the  21st  of  March,  when  they  were  turned 
over  to  the  civil  tribunal  of  the  province  of  Santiago.  It  ought  farther 
to  be  observed  that  a  most  rigid  search  at  the  time  of  their  seizare  by 
the  Spanish  authorities  failed  to  disclose  any  arms  or  papers  or  other 
evidences  of  unlawful  intent. 

Bolten  and  Bichelieu  have  each  asked  for  an  indemnity  of  $10,000  firom 
the  Spanish  Government  for  the  injuries  resulting  from  their  sixty-two 
days  of  confinement  and  also  for  the  confiscation  of  the  fishing  boat. 
A  settlement  of  this  claim  has  been  pressed  upon  Spain  through  the 
proper  diplomatic  channels  of  our  Government.  This  effort  has  been 
unavailing,  and  the  Spanish  Government  has  distinctly  declined  ^^to 
discuss  any  further  the  present  claims"  and  consider  the  incident  ^<to 
be  definitely  ended." 

In  view  of  the  above,  the  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  the 
manifest  duty  of  the  United  States  to  take  such  prompt  measures  as 
shall  be  adequate  to  obtain  an  indemnity  for  all  wrongs  and  injuries 
suffered  by  the  two  American  sailors,  Bolten  and  Richelieu. 

The  committee  accordingly  reports  the  following  joint  resolution,  and 
^commends  its  adoption: 

JOINT  RBSOLTJTIOK  for  the  relief  of  Anpiet  Bolten  rad  Gnutare  Riobelieo. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  the  correspoDdence  transmitted  to  the  Senate  by  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-sevon  (Executive  Document  Numbered  Forty-seYen,  first  session  Fifty-llith 
Congress),  that  an  indemnity  has  been  demanded  by  the  executive  department  of  the 
United  States  from  the  Spanish  Government,  but  without  avail,  for  the  wronf^fnl 
arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Augnst  Bolten  and  Oustave  Kichelieu,  two  naturalized 
citizens  of  the  Unit'ed  States,  under  circnmstances  that  render  the  Kingdom  of 
Spain  justly  responsible  therefor;  and 

Whereas  it  further  appears,  from  the  correspondence  aforesaid,  that  all  the  dipto> 
matic  elTorts  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  exerted  for  an  amicable  adjust- 
raent  and  payment  of  the  just  indemnity  dne  to  the  aforesaid  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  upon'whose  persons  the  aforesaid  wrongs  were  inflicted,  have  proved  entirely 
unavailing:  Therefore, 

Regolvedhy  the  Senate  and  ffouae  of  Uepresentativea  of  the  United  Siatee  of  America  in 
Congress  assenihledf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby, 
empowered  to  take  such  measures  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  necessary  to  obtain 
the  indemnity  from  the  Spanish  Government  for  the  wrongs  and  injuries  suffered  by 
August  Bolten  and  Gustave  Richelieu,  by  reason  of  their  wrongful  arrest  and  impris- 
onment by  Spanish  authorities  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-five:  and  to  secure  this  end  he  is  authorized  and  requested  to  employ 
such  means  or  exercise  such  power  as  may  be  necessary. 


55th  Oorgbkbs,  )  SENATE.  ( EzKCorrvB 

/^fecial  Session.   )  (A 
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MESSAGE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

nr  AKSWXR  TO 

THE  RBSOIiXmON  OF  THB  SBNATB  OF  FBBRUART  2$,  1897,  TRAN8- 
ICTTINO  A  REPORT  FROM  THB  8BCRBTAR7  OF  8TATB  AND 
COPIES  OF  CORRB8POin)BNCE  IN  RBOARD  TO  THE  CASE  OF 
OBOROE  Tf7ABHXNaTON  AOXTIRRBi  IN  CUBA. 


March  4, 18d7. — ^Resd  the  fint  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and,  together  with  the  message  and  accompanying  papers,  ordered  to  he 
printed  in  confidence  for  the  nse  of  the  Senate. 


To  the  Senate : 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  answer  to  tlie  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
26th  nltimOy  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by 
copies  of  correspondence,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  George  Washington 
Agairre  in  Cuba. 

As  two  of  these  letters,  marked  '<  Confidential,'^  contain  statements 
that  might,  if  made  public,  prove  prejudicial  to  Mr.  Agnirre's  interests, 
I  snggest  that  they  be  regarded  as  confidential. 

Gboveb  Gleyeland. 
ExEouTiTB  Mansion, 

Washington^  March  3j  1897. 


The  Peksidknt  : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  2Gth  ultimo,  wherein  tlie  President  is  requested,  *'if  it  is 
not,  in  his  opinion,  incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  to  communicate 
to  the  Senate  such  information  as  has  been  furnished  to  or  obtained  by 
the  Executive  or  the  Department  of  State  relating  to  the  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of,  and  any  proceeding's  against,  George  Washington 
AgnirrCf  a  youth  of  19  years  of  age,  and  an  alleged  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  who  to  obtain  thebenetit  of  a  general  amnesty  proclaimed 
l)y  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  is  alleged  to  have  surrendered  to  the 
Spanish  authorities  in  Cuba  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1896,"  has  tlie 
honor  to  transmit  theaccouipanying  copies  of  correspondence  exchanged 
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between  this  Departmeut  and  the  coo  sol-general  of  the  United  States 
at  Havana  upon  the  subject. 
Bespectfully  sobmitted. 

BlGHABB  OLNEY. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  5, 1897. 

lAsi  of  papers. 

Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee,  telegram,  Jaly  14, 1896. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  No.  52,  July  15, 1896. 

Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee,  cofifidentialf  July  21, 1896. 

Mr.  Rockhill  to  Mr.  Lee,  telegram,  July  24, 1896. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  telegram,  July  25, 1896. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Rockhill,  confidential,  about  July  30, 1896. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhiU,  No.  72,  July  30, 1896. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhiU,  No.  87,  August  18, 1896. 

Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney,  No.  636,  Januaijr  29, 1897. 

Mr.  Gluey  to  Mr.  Taylor,  telegram,  March  1, 1897. 

Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Oluey,  telegram,  March  2, 1897. 


Mr.  Bockhill  to  Mr.  Lee. 

[TeLdgram.] 

Depabtment  of  State 

Washington^  July  Uj  1696. 

George  Agoirre,  claiming  American  citizenship,  reported  captured  by 
Spanish  gunboat  and  imprisoned  at  Havana.  Investigate  and  report 
by  cable. 

UOOKHILL. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  BodkhUL 

'So.  62,]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Savanaj  JtUy  15 j  1696. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram, 
dated  14th  instant.    (See  preceding.) 

I  had  already  addressed  the  Admiral  commanding  this  naval  station 
with  respect  to  this  case,  as  Aguirre  was  captared  by  the  marine 
anthorities,  and  I  also  sent  a  communication  to  the  Governor-General 
of  the  same  tenor,  both  dated  13th  instant.  I  claimed  Aguirre  as  an 
American,  a  native  of  New  York,  certifying  to  his  inscription  as  such 
in  the  register  of  citizens  of  this  consulate-general,  and  asked  for  bis 
release  should  there  be  no  charges  against  him;  otherwise  that  he  bo 
tried  by  civil  jurisdiction,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  between  tlie 
United  States  and  Spain  of  1795  and  the  protocol  of  January  12, 1877. 

1  have  received  a  communication  from  the  Admiral  dated  14th  instant, 
in  which  he  states  that  the  question  of  jurisdiction  is  pending  and  being 
examined,  and  that  my  communication  had  been  referred  to  the  fiscal 
or  prosecuting  oificer  for  his  opinion  thereon,  according  to  law. 

1  have,  in  consequence,  transmitted  the  following  telegram,  which  I 
confirm: 

Had  already  claimed  Agairre  American.  Informed  by  Admiral  quefition  jariBdic 
tioii  now  pending. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugu  Lee. 
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Mr.  Bockhill  to  Mr,  Lee. 

(Pcraonal.— Confidential.] 

Washington,  July  21^  1896. 

Deab  General  Lee:  I  have  been  approached  here  by  several 
frieuds  of  yoang  George  Washington  Aguirre,  now  in  prison  in  Havana, 
and  about  whom  I  cabled  on  the  14th  instant,  asking  if  his  release  from 
l)rison  eonld  not  be  promptly  secured.  I  told  them  that  you  had  already 
anked  the  Captain-General  for  his  release  in  case  there  were  no  charges 
against  him,  and  that  I  entertained  no  doubt  that  you  would  be  able  to 
promptly  secure  it  in  that  case.  I  added,  however,  that  had  he  actually 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  military  operations  of  the  insurgents,  not- 
withstanding his  American  citizenship,  there  would  probably  be  con- 
siderable delay,  and  he  might  have  to  undergo  a  term  of  imprisonment. 

The  boy  is  represented  to  me  as  delicate  and  under  age,  and  the  case 
would  seem  to  be  an  exceptionally  hard  one,  although  he  has  flown  into 
the  lion^s  mouth  of  his  own  free  will. 

I  trust  in  view  of  these  facts  that  the  Spanish  authorities  may  be 
found  willing  to  be  especially  lenient  in  his  case. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  W.  Bockhill. 


Jfn  BocJchiU  to  Mr.  Lee. 

[Telegram.} 

Washington,  July  24^  1896. 

It  is  reported  that  George  Aguirre  has  been  turned  over  to  the  mili- 
tary anthoritie^  His  American  citizenship  being  shown  to  your  satis- 
fia^tion,  and  all  known  facts  disproving  capture  with  arms  in  hand,  you 
will,  if  reported  delivery  to  military  court  be  true,  renew  demand  for 
civil  proceedings,  pursuant  to  treaty  and  protocol. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  RockhilL 

[Telegnun.] 

Havana,  July  25, 1896. 

Admiral  informed  me  on  23d  date  previous  that  he  had  inhibited 
marine  jurisdiction  in  case  George  Aguirre  in  favor  of  military  juris- 
diction I  immediately  claimed  of  Governor-General  his  trial  by  civil 
court  under  treaty  or  release.    No  reply  yet  received. 

Lee. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Bockhill. 

[  Personal.— Confidential .  ] 

Consulate- G  KNEE AL  of  the  United  States, 

Havana,  July  — ,  1896.    (Received  about  July  30  or  31.) 

My  Dear  Mr.  Rockhill:  Replying  to  your  personal  letter  of  21st 
July,  in  reference  to  George  Washington  Aguirre,  I  write  to  say  I  am 
informed  he  has  been  in  tlie  insurgent  army,  and  that  he  left  it,  went 
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to  the  seasbore,  and  with  four  companions  compelled  two  Spanish  fish- 
ermen to  put  him  in  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  Havana* 

His  fonr  comx>anions  retnmed  to  the  interior.  Agnirre  then  gave  each 
fisherman  gold  to  cany  him  to  Havana,  and  was  captured  en  lonte. 
Seeing  that  he  conld  not  avoid  captore,  he  threw  his  only  weapon — ^his 
pistol — overboard,  with  some  letters  and  papers  he  had  on  his  p^^on, 
and  when  taken  stated  he  was  on  his  way  to  Havana  to  ^  present  him- 
self^" which  means,  I  suppose,  to  surrender.  The  impression  is  that  he 
was  on  his  way  to  New  York. 

The  i)Oor  fishermen  have  been  tried  and  sentenced  to  be  shot,  but 
the  sentence  was  afterwards  commuted  to  imprisonment  fi>r  life  in  the 
Afncan  fortress. 

I  have  protested  against  Aguirre's  trial  by  mflitary  court,  but  as  yet 
nothing  has  been  done.  His  case  was  removed  from  the  marine  to  the 
military  jurisdiction. 

I  shall  insist,  if  he  is  tried,  that  the  trial  take  place  before  the  civil 
courts,  and  shall  watch  his  case  closely. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Fitzhugh  Lbb. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  EoeOm. 

No.  72.]  United.  States  OoNsiTLATS-OEinEBAi., 

HavanOj  July  30j  1696. 

Sm :  With  reference  to  my  dispatch  No.  68,  of  the  27th  instant,  rela- 
tive to  the  case  of  the  American  citizen,  Mr.  G^rge  W.  Aguirre,  cap- 
tured, as  I  am  informed,  without  arms  in  band,  in  a  boat  while  coming 
to  this  port,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  addressed  communications  on  the  Uth 
instant  both  to  the  Gaptain-Oeneral  and  to  the  admiral  of  this  naval 
station  asking  for  Aguirre's  release  should  there  be  no  charges  against 
him;  otherwise  that  he  be  tried  by  the  civil  jurisdiction,  in  conformity 
with  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  of  1795,  and  the 
protocol  of  January  12, 1877. 

On  the  23d  of  July  I  received  a  note  from  the  admiral  stating  that 
he  had  inhibited  the  marine  jurisdiction  in  favor  of  the  military,  and  I 
therefore  again  addressed  another  communication  to  the  Gaptain- 
Oeneral  confirming  my  former  request  of  the  11th  to  the  effect  that  Mr. 
Aguirre  be  released  or  tried  by  the  civil  jurisdiction.  I  received  yes- 
terday, in  response  to  the  above,  a  note  from  the  Oovemor-General, 
copy  translation  of  which  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  etc., 

Fitzhugh  Leb. 


(locloaure  in  Ko.  72.— Trftnslatloii.] 

The  Governor-General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  presents  his  respects  to  the  consul* 
general  of  the  United  States,  and  has  the  pleasure  to  inform  him,  in  answer  to  bis 
courteous  note  of  to-day,  that  the  case  of  the  American  citizen,  Mr.  Geor^^e  W. 
Agnirre,  is  now  pending  resolution  as  to  what  jurisdiction  shall  have  cognixanre 
thereof,  and  that  the  judge-advocate  acting  as  prosecutor  having  reported  tJiereon, 
the  case  is  now  referred  to  the  judge-advocate-general,  who  will  soon  resolve  if  the 
war  jurisdiction  shall  inhibit  the  cognizance  of  the  ease  in  favor  of  the  ordinary. 

The  Lieutonant-General  Weyler,  rnarquis  of  Tenerife,  avails  himself  of  the  occa- 
sion to  reiterate  to  Mr.  Fitzhugh  Ijee  the  assurances  of  his  esteem  and  distinguished 
consideration. 

Havana,  July  99, 1S96. 
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Jlfr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Eockhill, 

No.  87.]  United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  August  18j  1896. 
SiB:  With  reference  to  my  dispatches  Nos.  52,  68,  and  72,  dated, 
respectively,  the  15th,  27th,  and  t^Oth  nltiino,  relative  to  the  case  of  the 
American  citizen  Mr.  George  W.  Aguirre,  I  now  beg  to  inclose  a  copy 
tninslatioii  of  a  conununication  received  yesterday  from  the  Captain- 
General,  informing  me  of  the  transfer  of  Mr.  Aguirre^s  case  to  the  civil 
jarisdictiou  for  triaL 

I  am,  sir,  etc,  Fitzhugh  Lee. 


(Xnekwiire  in  Ko.  87.— TnmsUtioii.] 

CAPTAIKCT-GBin&RAL  OF  TUB  ISLAND  OF  Cl^BA, 

HavQWit  Auytut  17, 1896. 

Tb»  CONSUL-OSIOBRAL  OF  THB  UNITBO  STATKS, 

Sib  :  lo  aoeord  with  my  Jad^ce-advooate,  I  have,  under  this  date,  waived  the  oognl- 
zanca  of  the  caaee  which  had  been  instituted  on  the  oharge  of  rebellion  against  the 
American  citizen,  Mr.  George  W.  Agnirre,  Santlnate,  in  favor  of  the  court  of  inatrno- 
tiou  of  Jarnco,  to  which  in  due  aeason  will  be  forwarded  the  proceedings  for  their 
continuation. 

I  beg  to  inform  yon  the  above  for  year  knowledge. 

God  guard  yon  many  years. 

Valbbxano  Wbylbb. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Olney. 
No.  636.]  United  States  Legation, 

Madrid^  Januarg  29^  1897. 

SiB:  On  the  22d  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  Irom  you  the  fol- 
lowing cablegram  in  cipher: 

Three  United  States  citizens  have  been  under  arrest  in  Cuba  without  charjE^es: 
Frank  T.  Loirrieu,  Cardenas  Jail  since  May,  1896;  Esteben  Venero,  Havana,  hIiico 
November,  1886;  Jos^  Gonzales,  since  September,  1896.  Demanil  that  charges  be 
immediately  formulated  and  made  known  to  accused,  or  that  they  be  released.  The 
foUowing  persons  have  been  in  Cuban  prisons  awaiting  trial:  Joseph  L.  Cesjiero, 
since  January,  1896;  Theodore  Vives,  since  November,  1896;  Georgu  W.  Aguirre, 
since  July,  1896;  Competitor  prisoners  since  April.  Delay  in  all  these  cases  unrea- 
sonable.   Demand  immediate  trial  or  release. 

•  •  .  •  •  •  •  • 

On  the  27th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  fix)m  yon  the  following 
in  cipher: 

Yonr  cable  26th  received.  Press  demands  in  mine  of  22d  with  all  reasonable  dis- 
cretion, of  course.  Nevertheless,  rights  and  liberty  of  American  citizens  are  para- 
meant  objects  of  care  of  this  Government. 

Therenx>on  I  immediately  asked  an  interview  of  the  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs,  whose  result  I  rei)orted  to  yon  as  follows  on  the  28th  instant : 

Interview  with  minister  for  foreign  affairs  to-day.  Following  answer  given  to 
your  cipher  telegram  of  22d.  Proceedings  now  going  on  according  to  protocol 
against  Francis  T.  Larrien  and  Competitor  prisoners.  As  to  all  the  rest,  whose  ernes 
have  never  before  been  presented  to  him,  he  says  he  has  already  requested  minis- 
ters for  war  and  colonies  to  order  Cuban  authorities  to  take  proper  proceedings 
immediately. 

I  am,  sir,  etc.,  Hannis  Taylob. 
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Mr.  Olney  to  Mr,  Taylor. 

[Telegram.] 

Department  op  State, 
Washington^  March  J,  1897. 

Referring?  my  cable  tTannary  22  and  yours  of  28tli^  am  constrained 
to  Ray  uo  progress  apparent  in  any  of  said  cases.  Ask  immediate 
attention  to  all  of  them. 

Olney. 


Jfr.  Taylor  to  Mr,  Olney. 

[Telegram.] 

Madrid,  March  ^,  1897. 

Interview  with  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  read  yoar  last  cablegram 
and  insisted  upon  exact  answer  to  each  demand  contained  in  your  cable- 
gram of  January  22.  He  said  that  he  cabled  immediately  for  reiK)rt8 
in  each  case,  which  are  now  arriving  by  mail.  From  data  in  hand,  says 
charges  have  been  made  in  the- three  cases  of  which  you  complained 
on  that  account;  in  every  case  says  proceedings  are  going  on  according 
to  law  and  protocol,  and  will  do  all  i)ossible  to  hasten  them.  Cuban 
authorities  say  Jose  Gonzales  has  not  claimed  to  be  American  citizen. 
Witnesses  now  being  examine'd  in  case  of  Larrieu« 

Tatlob. 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  CUBA. 


Iir  THS  Senate  of  ths  UiimD  Statkr, 

May  10, 1896. 

Reitolred,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  is  directed  to  inquire  and 
^ort  to  the  Senate  what  are  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  nnder  onr  treaties  with 
Apain,  as  to  the  trial  of  our  citizens  arrested  in  Cnba  and  now  under  condemnation 
and  sentenced  to  death  by  the  Spanish  military  tribnnals,  for  alleged  offenses  of  a 
political  or  other  character  against  the  Spanish  laws  or  Government,  and  to  report 
on  that  snbiect  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

2.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  is  directed  to  send  to  the  Senate  literal  copies  of 
the  original  text  of  a  protocol  of  conference  and  declarations  concerning  Judicial 
procednre,  signed  by  Caleb  Cnshing,  as  minister  of  the  United  States,  and  l^fior  Don 
Fernando  T.  CoUantes,  minister  of  the  King  of  Spain,  on  January  twelfth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-seTen,  as  the  same  was  execntsd  and  interchanged,  both  in 
the  English  and  Spanish  languages ;  and  that  he  will  inform  the  Senate  whether  the 
established  or  agreed  original  text  of  said  protocol  is  in  the  English  or  the  Spanish 
language. 

3.  That  the  President  is  requested,  if  it  is  not  incompatible  with  the  public  serr- 
ice,  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  copies  of  any  correspondence  that  has  taken  place 
between  the  Governments  of  Spain  and  the  United  States  respecting  the  said  protocol 
and  its  beariug  or  effect  upon  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  were  recently  captured  on  or  near  the  vessel  called  the  ComoeHior, 
rhich  was  seised  under  Spanish  authority  in  Cnban  waters,  or  near  to  that  island. 

Attest: 

Wm.  B.  Cox,  SMr§tarp, 
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Ma/g  20 f  1896, 
flXATEllEHT  OF  VBEDEEICK  W.  LAWEEHCS. 

Fexdxbigk  W.  Lawbbnox  was  duly  sworn. 

By  Senator  Dayis: 

Q«  What  is.yonr  fall  namef — A.  Frederick  W.  Lawrence. 

Q.  Where  do  yon  livet — A.  In  New  York  City  at  present. 

Q.  What  is  yoor  employmentt — A.  Correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Jonmal. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  so  employed? — A.  Sinc$  December. 

Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Have  yon  visited  the  Island  of  Cuba  receutly? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  yon  arrive  there f — A.  Nine  weeks  ago  last  Saturday. 

Q.  Until  when  did  you  remain  f — ^A.  A  week  ago  last  Sunday. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  t — A.  As  correspondent  to  the  Journal. 

Q.  In  what  place  in  Cuba  did  you  remain t — A.  At  Habana. 

Q.  Were  you  during  your  stay  in  Cuba  at  any  time  within  the  lines 
of  the  insurgent  troops t — A.  No,  sir;  I  made  no  effort  to  disobey  the 
laws  of  the  Oovemment  of  Cuba. 

Q.  Did  you  make  auy  excursions  from  Habana  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  mauyt — ^A.  Three. 

Q.  State  to  what  places  and  the  distance  to  each  place. — A.  To 
Onines,  a  distance  of  about  40  miles;  Onanabacoa,  a  distance  of  about 
7  miles,  and  to  Marinoa,  a  distance  of  about  9  miles. 

Q.  Were  all  of  these  places  within  the  Spanish  linef — ^A.  Every  one 
of  them;  yes,  sir;  that  is  to  say,  the  Spanish  claimed  them,  and  at  the 
time  I  went  to  them  they  were;  but  recently  the  insurgents  have  gone 
to  at  least  one  of  them,  that  is  Marinoa. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  x>ermanently  advanced  their  linef — A.  No,  sir;  they 
have  no  lines;  that  is,  their  columns  have  gone  in  and  got  out  again; 
they  have  broken  the  Spanish  lines. 

Q.  Under  what  circumstances  did  you  leave  the  Island  of  Cuba! — ^A. 
I  was  expelled  by  order  of  the  Captain-General. 

Q.  Was  that  order  verbal  or  in  writiugt — A.  In  writing. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  itt — A.  I  have  it  in  New  York. 

Q.  Will  you  furnish  a  copy  to  the  committee) — A.  With  pleasure. 

Q.  When  was  that  order  delivered  to 'you  t — ^A.  It  was  delivered  to 
me  on  Thursday  before  I  left  Habana. 

Q.  Does  the  order  allege  for  what  reason  it  was  given T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  reason  was  given  f — A.  It  is  alleged  that  both  James  Creel- 
man  and  myself^  he  being  named  in  the  same  order,  were  expelled  from 
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the  Island  of  Cuba  for  sendiDg  to  our  papers  false  uotice^  of  cmelties 
by  the  Spanish  troops,  and  inventing  news  of  insurgent  victories. 

Q.  Were  those  statements  true! — A.  !N^ot  a  single  statement  made 
in  the  order  of  deportation  is  true,  except  the  word»  that  we  are  the 
correspondents.  I  so  informed  the  Captain-General  in  writing  before 
I  left  there. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  response! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  arrived  In  Habana,  which  I  understand  you  to  say  was 
March  20,  1896,  did  you  place  yourself  in  communication  with  the 
Spanish  authorities f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  place  yourself  in  communication  with 
them? — A.  For  the  purpose  of  gathering  information  concerning  the 
situation  of  affairs  there  and  gathering  news  that  would  be  of  interest 
to  the  people  of  this  country  or  to  my  paper. 

Q.  Did  you  state  your  purpose  to  themf — A.  I  made  no  statement  to 
them,  but  made  no  attempt  to  conceal  from  them  my  purpose,  and 
openly  and  avowedly  stated  I  was  there  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information. 

Q.  Did  you  desire  to  obtain  information  from  the  Spanis]i  authorities 
as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  OubaT — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  what  success? — ^A.  Yery  little;  absolutely  none  as  far  as  the 
true  condition  of  affairs  was  concerned. 

Q.  Did  they  give  you  at  all  their  version  of  current  events! — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ascertain  whether  such  information  was  reliable  or  unre- 
liable T — A.  At  the  time,  having  no  other  information  at  hand,  I  was 
compelled  to  accept  it  as  reliable,  and  so  sent  it,  but  found  afterwards 
that  statements  given  to  me  were  untrue. 

Q.  From  what  source  did  you  find  those  statements  were  untrue  f — 
A.  From  gentlemen  who  came  into  Habana  and  also  gentlemen  in 
Habana. 

Q.  From  gentlemen  who  came  from  where! — A.  From  gentlemen 
who  came  into  Habana  from  where  the  scene  of  action  was  laid. 

Q.  From  territory  occupied  by  the  insurgents! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  respects,  stating  generally,  (Ud  you  find  this  information 
to  be  unreliable! — ^A.  As  to  battles  fought. 

Q.  Well,  in  what  respect  as  to  them! — ^A.  The  military  censor  is  the 
man  who  gives  out  the  GU)vemment  reports  of  engagements  between 
the  Spanish  and  insurgents.  He  has  hours  for  doing  it  and  at  those 
hours  all  the  newspaper  men  in  Habana  are  supposed  to  be  present. 
He  edits  them,  and  the  Habana  newspapers  are  compelled  to  print 
them.  Before  they  are  written  up  they  are  compelled  to  be  Hubmitted 
to  the  censor,  who  arranges  them  as  to  what  he  wishes  the  public  to 
know,  and  if  the  published  news  is  changed  in  the  smallest  particular 
from  the  way  it  is  handed  in,  the  papers  are  subject  to  fine  and  the 
editors  are  subject  to  imprisonment.  I  found  that  in  the  reports  of 
skirmishes  the  military  censor  invariably  reported  that  the  Spanish 
had  killed  from  three  to  a  dozeii,  or  perhaps  more,  men,  and  bad  cap- 
tured so  many  horses  or  had  killed  so  many  horses  and  had  wounded  so 
many,  while  communication  froft  the  ranks  of  the  insurgents  to  their 
friends  in  Habana  would  be  entirely  the  reverse.  The  news  I  received, 
then,  would  be  entirely  different  from  that  given  out  from  the  Spanish 
censor.    That  was  invariably  the  case. 

Q.  The  result,  then,  was  you  could  not  know  which  was  nearest  the 
truth  ! — A.  Personally  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it.  I  did  not  go  outside 
the  lines  and  did  not  count  the  deiad  and  dying  or  anything  of  that 
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kind;  bat  the  gentlemen  who  wonld  bring  me  information — and  I  did 
not  have  to  seek  for  it,  they  were  only  too  willing  to  give  it  to  me — ^were 
men  of  the  very  highest  character.  They  were  men  whose  word  is  cer- 
tain to  be  believed,  at  least  oq  an  equality  with  tbat  of  any  man  who 
walks  the  earth.  I  fonnd  that  those  gentlemen  who  brought  me  such 
information  were  conservative;  tbat  sometimes  they  would  give  the 
Spanish  a  victory  and  sometimes  they  would  give  the  insurgent  side  a 
victory  in  these  little  skirmishes,  while  the  news  given  us  by  the  Span- 
ish censor  invariably  gave  the  Spanish  a  victory. 

Q.  Were  these  gentlemen  on  tlie  side  of  the  insurgents  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  for  that  reason  you  were  incliued  to  give  their  account  greater 
credit  than  that  of  the  censor  1 — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  for  this  reason  I 
found  the  sympathizers  with  the  insurgents  were  more  conservative 
than  the  other;  that  is,  they  were  willing  to  concede  a  battle  now  and 
then  to  the  other  side,  while  the  Spanish  side  of  the  news  was  that  of 
a  Spanish  victory. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  the  Spanish  account  about  the  capture  of 
Pinar  del  Biof — ^A.  The  censor  did  not  report  the  capture  of  Pinar  del 
Rio,  and  in  fact  when  it  was  reported  that  it  was  captured  it  was  vehe- 
mently denied  by  the  authorities. 

Q.  Did  the  censor  give  out  that  Maceo  had  attacked  that  town  and 
been  repulsed  f — A.  No,  sir« 

Q.  I  see  in  your  report  to  Secretary  Olney  you  say  that  "the  Gov- 
ernment gave  out  the  announcement  that  Maceo  had  attacked  the  town 
and  been  repulsed  in  short  order  and  with  great  loss,  the  Spanish  loss 
not  being  statc^d." — A.  That  statement  is  made  upon  the  statement  of 
William  Shaw  Bowen,  as  ardent  an  admirer  of  Cuba  as  ever  stepped 
foot  in  Habana.  He  told  me  that  within  a  week  after  the  account  of 
the  capture  of  Pinar  del  Rio  was  printed  Weyler  had  informed  him  per- 
sonally that  the  Cubans  had  not  only  attacked  Pinar  del  Rio,  but  had 
been  repulsed. 

Q.  Did  you  report  that! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  afterwards  state  that  was  untrue  f — ^A.  From  all  the 
information  I  could  gather  from  people  who  came  in  from  Pinar  del 
Rio— <3uban  sympathizers,  it  is  true,  but  honorable  men — the  city  of 
Pinar  del  Rio  was  held  for  nearly  two  hours,  and  they  created  great 
destmction  and  were  not  driven  ofif,  but  vacated  the  town  of  their  own 
accord. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  your  own  knowledge  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  American  citizens  by  the  Spanish  authorities  during  your 
stayf — ^A.  Do  you  mean  by  that  was  I  personally  present  when  ill 
treatment  was  inflicted  upon  them  or  have  I  the  knowledge  firom  the 
men  themselves t 

Q.  Jnst  answer  that.  Did  you  personally  see  or  know  of  ill  treat- 
ment of  American  citizens  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  found  Mr.  Walter  Grant 
Dygert^  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  irom  the  State  of  Illinois, 
imprisoned  at  the  prison  at  Guines,  in  a  little  cell,  probably  not  half 
as  large  as  this  room,  in  which  there  were  22  other  men  and  in  which 
there  were  ho  sanitary  arrangements  worth  speaking  of. 

Q.  That  would  be  a  room  about  16  by  18  feet.  How  many  people 
were  there  with  himf — A..  Twenty- two;  he  made  23.    • 

Q.  Olosely  confined  there  all  the  while  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  room  as  to  cleanliness  t — A.  It  was 
simply  filthy.  The  i)eople  with  him  were  the  dirtiest  men  I  ever  looked 
on  in  my  life,  and  I  have  been  in  a  great  many  American  prisons. 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  there  f— A.  About  three  months. 
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Q.  How  long  did  he  remain  there  after  yon  discovered  himf — ^A. 
Abont  two  weeks. 

Q.  What  was  the  charge  made  against  himf — ^A.  The  charge  made 
against  him  was  tbat  he  was  outside  the  territory  designated  as  that 
proper  to  travel  in  by  General  Weyler.  He  was  found  on  the  ontskirts 
of  the  city  of  Ouines.  That  was  one  charge  against  him,  and  the  other 
charge  made  against  him  was  that  he  was  William  Gold,  otherwise 
known  as  ^^Inglesito." 

Q.  Had  there  been  any  investigation  made  by  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties t — ^Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  investigation  at  which  he  was  presentT — A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
testimony  taken;  and  Marquis  Palmerola  told  me  the  Government  was 
thoroughly  satisfied  of  his  innocence  for  two  weeks.  I  saw  the  Marquis 
on  a  Saturday,  and  he  told  me  they  would  have  released  him  the  day 
before  or  the  day  before  that  but  for  the  fact  that  they  were  holy  days — 
Holy  Thursday  and  Holy  Friday — and  the  Spanish  do  nothing  on  those 
days. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  kind  of  food  fnndahed  himf — 
A.  Only  what  Mr.  Dygert  told  me. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  Y — A.  He  told  me  the  food  was  execrable.  He 
told  me  that  but  for  the  fact  that  the  commandant  of  the  prison,  whose 
name  I  forget,  but  it  is  in  my  papers,  was  a  pretty  decent  sort  of  a  fel- 
low, he  would  have  committed  suicide  long  before  he  saw  me. 

Q.  Did  these  prisoners  take  any  exercise f — A.  I  did  not  ask  about 
that.  They  were  in  a  cell  with  iron  bars  on  the  side;  that  is,  they 
eould  get  air,  but  not  sufficient  in  tbat  cell. 

Q.  Was  it  a  stone  oellf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  iron  bars  on  one  side. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  floor  f — A.  Stone  floor.  Mr.  Dygert  told  me  at 
the  time  I  was  conversing  with  him  that  at  that  very  moment  he  was 
crawling  with  vermin,  and  his  scratching  and  conduct  generally  was 
pretty  good  evidence  that  he  was. 

By  Senator  Mobgan  : 

Q.  What  were  the  sleeping  arrangements  T — ^A.  None.  They  had  to 
sleep  on  the  floor. 

Q.  They  furnished  him  blankets,  I  suppose f — ^A.  No.  sir;  that  was 
perhaps  unnecessary,  for  I  suppose  blanketB  would  have  oeen  too  warm. 

By  Senator  Davib: 

Q.  Did  he  speak  of  being  allowed  a  change  of  clothing  f — ^A.  He  had 
not  been  allowed  a  change  of  clothing  during  his  imprisonment 

Q.  How  long  before  Ms  release  was  it  that  Marquis  Palmerola  told 
you  that  the  Government  had  known  his  innocedcet — ^A.  He  told  me 
the  Government  had  known  it  two  weeks  absolutely. 

Q.  That  was  three  weeks  before  his  discharge  Y — A.  The  Marqufai 
Palmerola  told  me  that  the  Government  had  been  absolutely  sure  of  his 
innocence  two  weeks  prior  to  the  day  I  saw  the  Marquis. 

Q.  Then  that  makes  abont  four  weeks  after  they  knew  or  confessed 
they  knew  he  was  innocent f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  testimony  had  been 
in  the  possession  of  Marquis  Palmerola  over  two  months. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  why  he  had  not  examined  that  testimony  until 
after  it  had  been  two  months  in  his  handsf  — A.  It  was  not  his  business 
to  examine  it. 

Q.  Do  you  give  that  to  me  as  his  answer  or  your  reason  f — ^A.  My 
reason 

Q.  No;  answer  my  question.    Did  he  teU  you  why  he  had  not  exam- 
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bed  that  testimony  for  two  months  after  it  had  been  in  his  hands  t— 
A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  State  any  other  instances  of  maltreatment  of  American  citizens 
by  the  Spanish  authorities  there. — A.  If  yon  will  permit  me  to  state 
what  the  American  citizens  told  me 

Q.  I  will  cover  that  by  a  subsequent  question. — A.  I  saw  no  other 
ill  treatment,  unless  you  consider  the  expulsion  of  American  citizens 
from  Habana  ill  treatment. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  expulsion  of  American  citizens  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Bapley,  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Mail  and  Express,  was 
resting  in  his  bed 

Q.  Did  you  see  thisf — A.  No:  I  did  not. 

Q-  Well,  during  your  stay  in  liabana  did  you  learn  from  sources  you 
considered  reliable  of  other  instances  of  iU  treatment  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Spanish  authorities  t  If  so,  go  on  and  state  them, 
and  give  your  sources  of  information. — A.  Mr.  Bapley,  the  corre- 
spondent of  the  New  York  Mail  and  Express,  came  to  me  one  day  about 
two  or  three  weeks  after  I  arrived  at  Habana  and  told  me  that  upon 
the  night  before,  between  2  and  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  had  been 
arouS(^  in  his  bed  by  the  chief  of  police  and  three  or  four  commission- 
ers— ^police  inspectors — and  had  been  served  with  a  notice  of  deporta- 
tion. He  showed  me  the  notice,  but  it  was  in  Spanish  and  I  could  only 
guess  at  its  contents.  He  applied  to  Consul-General  Williams  to  have 
his  time  extended.  He  was  to  leave  on  the  first  steamer,  and  the  first 
steamer  sailed  on  the  following  day  and  he  could  not  get  ready  to  go 
on  it,  so  he  applied  to  Gonsul-General  Williams  for  permission  to  pro- 
long his  stay  until  the  following  steamer,  and  Mr.  Williams  secured 
him  that  permission.    He  left  on  the  following  steamer. 

Q.  What  was  the  alleged  causef — A.  Sending  false  information  to 
his  paper.  That  has  been  the  reason  that  General  Weyler  has  alleged 
for  the  expulsion  of  all  the  correspondents  whom  he  has  exp^ed. 
There  were  four  of  us  expelled. 

Q.  Go  on  and  give  the  next  instance. — A.  The  case  of  Mr.  Darling,. 
an  artist  for  Harper's  Weekly,  who  has  been  arrested  in  territory  that 
is  not  included  in  the  Captain-General's  edict,  released  each  time,  but 
detained  from  one  hour  to  several  hours — by  several  hours  I  mean  eight 
or  ten.  I  am  not  certain  about  the  American  citizenship  of  Mr.  O'Leary, 
00 1  will  not  state  his  case.  Mr.  Creelman,  of  the  New  York-  Herald, 
was  expelled  at  the  same  time  I  was;  forbidden  to  remain  longer  on  the 
island. 

Q.  Upon  what  charge! — A.  Upon  the  charge  of  sending  false  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  Cuba.  I  was  expelled  for  the  same 
reason  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Now,  these  cases  are  those  of  newspaper  correspondents.  1  apply 
my  main  question  to  ill  treatment  of  other  American  citizens,  resident 
or  temporary,  of  the  island. — A.  The  cases  of  Alfred  Laborde  and 
Milton. 

Q.  Gitizensof  the  United  States! — A.  Citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Q.  Is  your  information  derived  from  what  they  told  yout — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  get  it  from  f — A.  From  the  testimony  produced  at 
the  court-martial  and  from  Vice-Consul  Joseph  Springer. 

Q.  With  what  were  these  two  men  charged  Y — A.  They  were  charged 
witib  bringing  a  filibustering  expedition  into  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Q.  Is  that  the  case  of  the  Oompetltorf — A.  Yes,  sir.  Those  two  men, 
Ainerican  dtizensi  were  arrested,  and,  so  far  as  the  testimony  of  the 
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men  who  captured  them  goes,  had  no  arms  apon  their  persons.  They 
were  brought  to  Habana,  tried  by  general  coart-martiiAl  against  the 
energetic  protest  of  the  United  States  oonsal-general  there,  condemned 
to  death,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  their  sentence  delayed  by  the  Madrid 
government  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  still  held  in 
faih 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  whether  they  were  assisted  by  connsel  at  their 
trial  T — A.  From  the  American  x>oint  of  view,  they  were  not  assisted  by 
counsel  at  their  trial;  from  the  Spanish  military  point  of  view,  they 
were. 

Q.  In  what  way  t — A.  They  had  a  lieatenant  in  the  navy,  who  asked 
no  questions,  who  cross-examined  no  witnesses.  There  were  none  pro> 
du(^,  except  Captain  Butron  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Meiuafcrra, 

Q.  Did  this  lieatenant  advance  by  way  of  plea  that  these  men  were 
American  citizens  t — ^A.  He  stated  in  his  plea  that  they  were  American 
citizens. 

Q.  Upon  what  grounds  did  he  rest  their  defense Y — ^A.  He  asked  for 
mercy  for  Laborde,  for  the  illustrious  place  his  name  had  borne  in  the 
Spanish  navy,  and  on  account  of  the  things  his  people  had  done  for  the 
Spanish  Government. 

Q.  And  the  other  manf — A.  He  asked  for  mercy  for  him,  stating 
that  he  was  not  there  for  the  purpose  of  fighting,  but  merely  in  his 
business  as  a  newHpaper  correspondent. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  appeared  on  that  trial  how  far  the  C€nn' 
petitar  was  from  the  shore  of  Cuba  when  she  was  captured  f — A.  I  do 
not  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  evidence  of  that  given  on 
the  trial  t — A.  At  the  trial  there  was  no  evidence  given  whatever. 

Q.  I  mean  as  to  the  distance  t — A.  As  to  the  distance  or  anything 
else. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  distance  she  was  firom  the 
shore  f — ^A.  As  to  the  exact  distance,  I  do  not  know  whether  she  was 
within  the  d-mile  limit  or  not. 

Q.  Was  this  trial  secret  or  public  f — A.  Public. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  itT — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  the  men  in  irons  when  tried? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  lastt — ^A.  From  a  little  after  8  o^dook  in  the 
morniAg  until  afternoon. 

Q.  How  many  were  tried! — A.  Five,  at  once. 

Q.  How  long  was  this  after  their  arrest t — A.  It  was  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  a  week,  more  or  less. 

Q.  Was  any  application  made  at  the  trial  for  postponement  until  they 
could  communicate  with  their  Governmentf — A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Williams, 
however,  saw  them  before  the  trial  commenced  and  asked  the  judge- 
advocate  in  my  presence  what  sort  of  a  trial  it  was  to  be,  and  the  judge- 
advocate  replied,  "A  summary  trial.'^  Mr.  Williams  then  replied,  ♦*! 
refuse  to  lend  any  official  recognition  to  this  trial.  I  protest  against 
it;''  and  left. 

Q.  So  that  no  officer  of  the  consular  service  of  the  United  States  wsi* 
present  at  that  trial  T — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  manner  was  this  lieutenant  appointed? — A.  Ido  not  know. 
If  you  care  for  presumption,  1  presume  the  judge-advocate  appointed 
him. 

Q.  Was  he  appointed  as  deputy  judge  advocate t — ^A.  No;  he  wai* 
appointed  as  what  they  call  '^defensor."    There  was  a  prosecutor  also 
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He  made  bis  plea  in  aboat  the  same  way  as  one  of  oar  district  attorneys 
would  make  a  plea  in  this  conutry. 

Q.  Well,  this  person  was  an  officer  in  the  Spanish  navy,  was  hef — 
A.  Oh,  yes.  He  asked  no  questions,  however.  Neither  the  prosecutor 
nor  the  counsel  for  defense  asked  a  single  question  of  anybody.  There 
was  not  a  particle  of  testimony  offered  except  the  officers  of  the 
Mensajerra. 

Q.  Was  there  any  interpreter  present  t — A.  There  was  an  interpreter 
present,  but  he  did  not  make  his  presence  known  to  the  prisoners  until 
tliey  were  asked  whether  they  had  anything  to  say  in  their  own  defense. 
These  long  statements  were  read  by  the  judge-advocate  in  Spanish. 

ij.  These  long  statements  of  the  prosecuting  officer,  you  mean,  was 
the  evidence  given  in  Spanish  and  translated  in  their  hearing f — A*  Ko, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  their  defender  communicate  to  them  the  substance  of  itt — ^A. 
He  did  not  utter  one  single  word  to  them. 

Q.  Can  he  speak  English  f — ^A.  I  did  not  hear  him. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  he  could  speak  the  English  Ian* 
guaget — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  have  every  reason  to  think  he  could  not. 

Q.  So  that  all  this  long  harangue  was  delivered  in  Spanish  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  they  were  asked  what  they  had  to  sayt — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
what  they  had  to  say  in  defense. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  that  in  English? — A.  He  did  not  even  do  that.  The 
presiding  officer  of  the  court-martial — there  were  ten  of  them,  what  we 
might  call  the  jury — the  presiding  officer  of  that  body  said  to  Laborde 
in  Spanish,  "What  have  you  to  say! ''  He  said  a  few  words,  and  so 
it  went  until  the  last  man  was  reached — ^William  Gilday — and  the  pre- 
siding officer  spoke  to  him  and  he  did  not  understand  him,  and  then 
the  interpreter  got  up  and  said,  "Do  you  wish  to  say  anythingt'^ 
Gilday  arose  and  said,  "All  I  have  got  to  say  is  I  do  not  understand 
one  word  that  has  been  said  to- day,  for  me  or  against  me,  and  at  any 
rate  I  appeal  to  both  the  British  and  American  consuls." 

Q.  Now,  how  many  of  these  prisoners  could  not  speak  or  understand 
Spanish  ! — A.  I  believe  there  were  two  who  could  not  speak  and  under- 
stand Spanish. 

Q.  Which  two? — A^  Milton  and  Oilday.  Laborde  understood  Span- 
ish. 

Q.  Milton  was  the  American  and  Gilday  the  naturalized  American 
subject  f — A.  Yes,  slr^  I  believe  there  is  some  question  whether  Gilday 
is  a  British  subject  or  American.  The  British  consul  claims  that  he  is 
a  naturalized  American,  but  he  himself  says  he  never  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  Great  Britain. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  after  they  were  asked  whether  they  had  anything 
to  say  before  the  trial  terminated? — A.  The  trial  terminated  immedi- 
ately upon  the  last  man  having  made  his  statement. 

Q.  And  when  was  it  the  defense  summed  up  in  their  behalf,  if  at 
allf — A.  Immediately  after  the  prosecution. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  take  him  to  conclude  that  summing  upf — A.  It 
took  probably  fifteen  minutes. 

By  Senator  MosaAif : 

Q.  But  his  appeal,  as  I  understand  you,  was  entirely  for  mercy  and 
not  for  justification. — A.  All  for  mercy,  except  you  can  call  his  plea 
for  Milton  that  he  was  not  there  as  a  filibuster,  but  merely  as  a  news- 
paper correspondent. 
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By  Senator  Datis: 

Q.  Did  Milton  nudertake  to  give  any  account  of  why  he  was  there? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  account  did  he  givef — A.  He  stated  he  came  aboard  the 
schooner  as  the  correspondent  of  the  Jacksonville  Times-Union. 

Q.  Did  he  state  he  knew  anything  of  the  mission  of  the  schoonerf — 
A,  He  did  not  say.  That  is  the  statement  that  was  made  by  him  sev- 
eral days  before  the  triaL 

Q.  What  did  Oilday  have  to  say  for  himself  f — ^A.  He  said  he  was  a 
poor  sailor  earning  his  living,  and  he  went  aboard  thinking  the  schooner 
was  boond  from  Key  West — I  think  it  was  for  Sable  KeyS;  going  fish- 
ing;  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  nature  of  the  business  until  after  it 
started.  Laborde  claimed  that  his  ship  had  been  hired  by  some  person 
for  the  purpose  of  going  to  Sable  Keys  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  there^ 
and  he  was  simply  held  up  by  a  revolver  and  told  to  go  to  Ouba. 

Q.  Laborde  was  the  owner  of  the  schoonerf — ^A.  No;  he  was  the 
oaptain. 

By  Senator  Morgan: 

Q.  What  did  you  ascertain  to  be  the  general  feeling  of  the  native 
Gubans  you  saw  as  to  this  rebellion  or  wart — A.  The  Gubans,  all  the 
natives  of  Cuba  that  I  have  seen  who  in  the  past  have  possessed  any 
wealth  at  all,  told  me  they  had  wrecked  themselves  to  help  along  the 
war. 

Q.  I  have  seen  statements  in  the  papers  about  volunteer  companies 
and  regiments  and  perhaps  brigades  of  native  Gubans  under  the  Span- 
ish flag.    Did  you  see  anything  of  that  sort  there t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  extent,  probably,  were  those  enlistments t — A.  Well, 
just  giving  a  rough  estimate — I  never  looked  into  the  official  records — 
but  giving  a  rough  guess,  judgiDg  by  the  numbers  of  volunteers  I  saw 
in  the  streets,  I  should  judge  there  were  3,000  volunteers. 

Q.  Were  they  volunteers  for  service  in  the  field  or  for  particular 
dutyf — A.  No,  sir;  they  were  volunteers  for  service  in  and  around  the 
outskirts  of  the  city  of  Habana,  guarding  the  banks,  public  buildings, 
theaters,  and  the  like. 

By  Senator  Davis: 
Q.  A  sort  of  gendarmes  f — ^A.  That  is  it. 

By  Senator  Morgan  : 

Q.  Sort  of  home  guards  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  fact  they  were  not  required 
to  go  into  the  field  at  all.  Several  of  the  volunteers  who  are  now  dis* 
gusted  with  the  step  they  have  taken  would  willingly  join  the  insurgents. 

Q.  Have  any  of  these  volunteer  organizations  been  sent  to  the  tro- 
chat — A.  I  could  not  find  out.  I  tried  to  find  out,  but  the  Government 
authorities  would  give  me  no  information  on  the  subject  at  all. 

Q.  What  impression  did  the  Spanish  make  upon  you  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  troops — the  people  employed  in  the  army — ^as  to  whether  they 
were  substantial  men,  and  men  of  intelligence  and  physical  vigor,  and 
so  out — A.  They  impressed  me  as  being  very  patriotic  and  very  cour- 
ageous men — the  Spanish  themselves — bat  with  one  drawback,  and  that 
was  lack  of  patriotism,  caused,  as  they  told  me — that  is,  the  privates,  not 
the  officers — caused  by  the  fact  that  they  are  illy  fed,  illy  'clad,  com- 
pelled to  do  the  most  menial  service,  and  have  not  been  paid  for  nearly 
five  months.  You  go  into  the  streets  of  Habana  any  hour  of  the  night 
and  if  you  look  like  a  man  of  any  means  at  all  you  will  be  asked  for 
alms  by  Spanish  soldiers.    I  used  to  go  along  there  and  give  them  10 
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cents  or  a  nickel  or  a  quarter,  whatever  I  might  happen  to  have  in  my 
pocket  when  they  asked  me,  and  at  the  same  time  s^y  ^^Americano," 
knowing  that  there  was  no  knowing  how  long  it  might  be  before  I  would 
be  in  the  hands  of  those  men,  and  wished  to  be  friendly  with  them.  So 
whenever  I  gave  them  anjrthing,  I  always  said  ^^ Americano." 

By  Senator  Davis: 

Q.  In  the  course  of  that  trial,  were  any  attacks  made  by  the  prose^ 
cuting  ofBcer  upon  the  United  States  Government  f — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Senator  MoBaAN: 

Q.  Whfle  in  Onba  did  you  visit  any  places  around  Habanat — A.  Only 
the  places  I  have  named. 

Q.  How  far  out  f — A.  Forty  miles. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  tbe  railroad  track? — A.  I  did  not  leave  the  railroad 
track.  I  got  off  the  train  at  the  town  of  Guines  and  went  about  my 
business,  which  was  to  see  Walter  Dygert. 

Q.  Dia  you  observe,  or  could  you  observe,  the  condition  of  the  people 
in  ^e  conn  try  t — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  itf — A.  Wretched.  Take  a  few  coppers  firom  your 
pocket  and  throw  them  in  the  street  and  half  the  population  would 
scramble  for  them.  I  remember  now  where  I  went  down  one  morning 
to  the  club,  and  a  little  child  playing  around  there  attracted  my  atten- 
tion. I  gave  it  a  few  coppers  and  soon  a  dozen  x)eople  came  out  and 
begged,  saying  they  had  no  food.  I  went  out  on  the  drive  one  morning 
and  went  into  a  grocery  store  and  was  besieged  by  i>eople  who  wanted 
me  to  buy  groceries  for  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  currency  about  Habanaf — A.  Oopper,  silver,  and  gold. 

.Q-  No  paper  money  t — A.  No;  no  paper  money,  except  now  and  then 
an  American^greenback. 

Q.  They  have  no  national  paper  currency f — ^A.  Noi  sir;  not  in 
Habana,  at  least. 

By  Senator  Davis  : 

Q.  Is  there  anything  else  of  detail  you  would  like  to  state  that  we 
have  not  interrogated  you  about  t — ^A.  I  can  not  think  of  anything  that 
would  be  of  interest.  Before  leaving  there  I  wrote  to  the  Oaptaiu- 
General  offering  to  prove  to  him  every  line  I  had  written* 

By  Senator  MoBaAN: 

Q.  What,  in  your  judgment,  derived  from  what  you  ascertained  while 
in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  is  the  prospect  of  success  of  the  insurgent  gov- 
ernmentt — ^A.  A  very  long  light  and  the  ultimate  success  of  the  insur- 
gent  government  if  left  alone — if  left  in  the  condition  they  are  now. 
The  insurgents  are  in  a  position,  in  my  judgment,  to  fight  for  fifty  year% 
in  the  way  they  are  fighting  now. 

Q.  Did  you  derive  any  impression  from  Spanish  sources  while  you 
were  there  as  to  their  hopes  for  subjection  of  the  insurgents  t — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it t — ^A.  Captain-General  Weyler  told  rae  himself,  within 
a  week  after  I  landed  there,  that  he  would  have  it  suppressed  within 
three  mouths,  and  every  Spanish  officer  I  spoke  to  was  very  sanguine 
of  it 

Q.  I  understand  that  the  forces  of  Maceo  and  Gomez  are  divided  now 
by  what  is  called  the  trochaf — A.  Well,  they  are  divided  by  thetrocha 
and  quite  a  good  deal  of  territory  east  of  the  trocha. 

Q.  In  the  military  arrangements  of  that  country  Maceo  has  been 
asaigned  to  the  district  called  Pinar  del  lliof— A.  That  is  true. 
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Q.  And  other  generals  to  two  other  different  provinces  and  Gomez 
is  commanderJn  chief  of  the  whole  army  T — A.  Of  the  entire  army;  and 
if  Antonio  Maceo  obeys  his  orders  that  he  has  received  firom  his  chief^ 
he  will  remain  in  Piuar  del  Bio. 

By  Senator  Davis  : 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence,  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  New  York  Journal  of  May 
19,  containing  yoar  statement  to  the  Secretai^  of  State,  signed  by  you, 
dated  May  18, 1896.    Is  that  statement  tmef— A.  Bvery  word  of  it. 

The  statement  is  as  follows: 

Hon.  BiOHABB  Olney, 

Secretary  of  State: 

In  accordance  with  the  understanding  between  yourself  and  Mr. 
Edward  Marshall,  of  the  ^New  York  Journal,  I  herewith  submit  to  yoa 
a  statement  embracing  such  of  my  observations  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Cuba  as  it  seems  likely  may  be  of  interest  to  yourself  and  the 
State  Department.  These  were  gained  during  my  sojourn  in  Habaua 
as  the  correspondent  of  the  ^New  York  Journal.  It  is  as  much  the  duty 
of  a  newspaper  man  as  it  is  the  duty  of  a  diplomatic  agent  to  »fl 
rumors  and  ascertain  exact  facts.    This  is  what  I  endeavored  to  do. 

I  went  to  Cuba  entirely  unprejudiced,  and  with  instructions  from  Mr. 
W.  B.  Hearst,  the  proprietor  of  the  New  York  Journal,  to  exercise  the 
utmost  care  in  preparing  my  telegrams  and  letters,  and  to  esi>ecially 
avoid  giving  favor  to  one  side  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  At  that 
time  the  impression  generally  prevailed  that  the  wrongs  which  had  led 
to  the  insurrection  and  the  strength  of  the  rebels  had  been  somewhat 
exaggerated  by  the  correspondents  of  American  newspai>er8.  I  was 
one  of  those  who  believed  that  to  be  true. 

On  my  arrival  in  Habana  (March  20)  I  immediately  placed  myself  in 
communication  with  the  recognized  Spanish  authorities.  It  was  my 
first  effort  to  gain  an  impartial  and  complete  view  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Cuba  as  it  then  existed.  I  found  that  it  was  most  difficult  to 
obtain  information  from  the  Spanish  authorities.  Such  information 
as  they  chose  to  give  out — even  of  military  movements  long  parsed — 
was  not  announced  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been  communicated  to 
the  authorities  by  the  commanders  in  the  field,  but  was  revised  and 
ohanged  in  Habana.    This  became  immediately  evident. 

SPAIOABDS  DISTOBTED  FAOTS. 

Even  after  the  correspondents  had  made  up  their  news  dispatches 
from  these  revised  Government  reports  the  dispatches  were  subjected  to 
the  most  rigid  scrutiny  by  the  press  censor,  who  often  changed  facts 
so  that  they  were  in  complete  conflict  with  the  statements  which  the 
Government  had  a  few  hours  previously  issued  as  truths.  This  was,  it 
was  noticeable,  only  done  when  the  strength  and  operations  of  the 
insurgents  could  be  belittled  thereby,  or  the  successful  operations  of 
the  Spanish  troops  magnified. 

For  example,  I  will  instance  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Pinar  del  Bio, 
a  Spanish  fortress  and  stronghold  in  the  Province  of  Pinar  del  Bio,  iii 
two  hours  by  the  army  of  the  Cuban  Bepublic  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Antonio  Maceo.  This  occurred  during  my  first  week  on  the  island. 
The  Gk>vernment  gave  out  the  announcement  that  Maceo  had  attacked 
the  town  and  been  repulsed  in  short  order  and  with  great  loss,  the 
Spanish  loss  not  being  stat^. 

I  accepted  the  Government's  statement  as  true,  and  cabled  it  to  the 
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JooniaL  A  few  days  later  reliable  information  was  received  from  Gen 
eral  Maoeo  that  the  battle  bad  resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  army  of  the 
Cuban  Bepablic,  the  Spanish  givrrisou  haviug  been  driven  from  the  town 
In  a  demoralized  condition,  alter  which  the  Guban  soldiers  destroyed 
over  200  houses.  The  Guban  loss  did  not  exceed  50  men,  while  300 
Spaniards  were  killed.  This  news  I  telegraphed  to  my  paper  after 
having  verified  it  absolutely. 

Aft^  its  publication  the  Spaniards  in  Guba  vehemently  denied  its 
truth,  reiterating  their  previous  statements.  Later  the  truth  of  the 
Cuban  story  was  verified  by  cable  dispatches  from  Madrid,  the  verifi- 
cation being  based  upon  Captain-General  Weyler's  own  report  to  the 
home  Crovernment.  I  may  say  that  my  second  dispatch  announcing 
the  Cuban  victory  did  not  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  press  censor. 
It  was  sent  by  means  of  a  private  messenger,  via  Key  West,  Fla.  This 
is  a  fair  sample  of  the  methods  which  the  Spanish  authorities  in 
Habana  follow  in  giving  out  news  to  all  parties. 

FOBBION  POWICBS  DEOEIVED. 

The  representatives  of  all  the  foreign  Governments  in  Habana  receive 
their  information  through  the  same  unreliable  channels  through  which 
information  is  passed  to  the  newspaper  correspondents.  It  is  invaria- 
bly scrutinized  and  altered  to  suit  the  Spanish  authorities  before  it  is 
made  public.  On  the  other  hand,  it  i&  quite  as  true  that  unreliable 
information  and  exaggerated  reports  are  constantly  being  offered  to 
correspondents  and  others  by  the  insurgents  and  their  sympathizers. 
This  fklse  news  from  the  insurgent  side,  however,  is  without  the  official 
stamp.  Such  news  as  goes  to  the  correspondents  or  others  through  the 
Guban  headquarters  there,  under  the  sanction  of  the  authorities  of 
the  Cuban  Bepublic,  is,  my  experience  teaches  me,  invariably  reliable. 

It  is  almost  always  ultimately  verified  by  the  Spaniards  themselves, 
either  in  Habana  or  Madrid. 

These  statements,  I  think,  dispose  of  any  question  which  may  arise 
concerning  the  reliability  of  the  announcements  made  by  American 
newspaper  correspondents  in  Habana  which  have  been  denied  by  the 
Spanish  authorities. 

TREATMENT  OF  AMEBIOANS. 

A  matter  which  should,  I  think,  be  especially  called  to  the  attention 
of  yourself  and  the  State  Department  concerns  the  treatment  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Habana.  I  will  first  refer 
to  the  case  of  Walter  Grant  Dygert,  of  Illinois.  While  taking  a  morn- 
ing walk  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  of  Guines,  in  the  Province  of 
Habana,  within  20  miles  of  the  Spanish  capital  of  Cuba,  he  was  arrested 
by  Spanish  soldiers  under  the  supposition  that  he  was  William  Gold, 
otherwise  known  as  ^<  Inglesito,"  a  noted  Cuban  officer.  He  was  placed 
in  the  military  jail  at  Guines. 

Evidence  was  found  in  his  i)ossession  which  proved  conclusively  that 
he  had  arrived  in  Cuba  only  three  days  prior  to  his  arrest,  and  there- 
fore could  not  have  been  "Inglesito,"  who  had  been  fighting  with  the 
army  of  the  Cuban  Republic  for  almost  a  year  past.  Still,  he  was  placed 
*^ incommunicado,"  which  means  that  he  could  neither  send  nor  receive 
communications  to  or  from  any  living  human  being  except  the  Spanish 
authorities.  He  asserted  his  American  citizenship  and  his  complete 
innocence  of  any  offense  against  the  Spanish  laws,  but  the  authorities 
even  refrised  to  notify  the  United  States  consul-general  at  Habana  of 
the  fiiot  that  Dygert  had  been  arrested. 
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Throagh  Gaban  sympathizers  who  had  learned  of  his  predicament 
Mr.  Charles  Michelson,  who  was  then  the  Joornal  correspondent  at 
Habana,  was  informed  of  Dygert's  arrest.  He  immediately  laid  the 
facts  before  United  States  Gonsol-General  Williams.  I  am  informed 
that  Consul-General  Williams  made  every  effort  to  communicate  with 
Dygert,  bat  that  he  could  not  gain  from  the  Spanish  authorities  even 
an  admission  that  Dygert  was  under  arrest  until  the  fact  became  so 
publicly  known  that  farther  equivocation  was  useless. 

INNOGENT  MAK  IN  PRISON. 

In  the  end  the  authorities  admitted  the  innocence  of  Dygert — admit- 
ted it  even  to  the  American  consul-general — ^but  still  held  him  in  jaU 
for  over  two  months,  in  spite  of  the  protests  of  Gonsul-General  Wil- 
liams. The  reason  that  he  was  not  released  sooner  was  becaase  he 
refused  to  sign  a  waiver  of  any  claims  for  damages  that  he  might  have 
against  the  Spanish  Government. 

Another  case  is  that  of  Frank  Agramonte.  a  citizen  of  New  York 
State  and  a  member  of  the  militia  of  that  Commonwealth.  He  was 
arrested  and  confined  in  the  military  jail  in  the  Province  of  Santiago  de 
Guba.  What  has  become  of  him  no  man  except  those  who  have  been 
concerned  in  his  disappearance  can  tell.  The  American  consular  office 
at  Habana  informed  me  that  it  has  never  been  notified  of  the  arrest  of 
Agramonte,  and  that  inquiries  made  at  the  palace  of  the  Gaptain-Gen- 
eral  have  been  met  with  the  reply  that  they  knew  nothing  about  the 
case. 

Personally  I  made  inquiry  concerning  him,  but  was  not  able  to  learn 
from  the  Spanish  authorities  whether  he  was  in  prison  or  at  liberty, 
alive  or  dead.  That  he  was  arrested  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt. 
I  have  come  in  personal  contact  with  fonr  men  who  saw  him  in  the 
custody  of  the  Spanish  soldiers. 

You  are  probably  better  informed  than  myself  regarding  the  caseifof 
the  Americans  arrested  in  connection  with  thb  so-called  Competitor 
expedition,  but  I  may  add  to  your  information  the  facts  that  upon  learn- 
ing of  their  capture  the  Gaptain  General  issued  orders  for  a  court- 
martial  to  convene  immediately  upon  their  arrival,  and  personally 
expressed  the  hope  that  they  would  be  executed  within  twenty-four 
hours,  as  a  warning  to  others  who  might  accompany  or  seek  to  accom- 
pany  insurgent  expeditions  to  Guba.  This  was  before  the  Gaptain- 
General  knew  that  the  prisoners  had  been  taken  on  the  water,  and 
were,  therefore,  subject  to  the  jurisdicAon  of  the  naval  and  not  the 
land  authorities. 

SPAIN  VIOLATED  THE  PBOTOGOL. 

You  know  that  in  the  trial  of  these  men  the  Government  of  Spain 
violated  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  protocol  of  1877,  known  as  the 
Gushing  protocol.  1  was  personally  present  when  Gonsnl-General  Wil- 
liams and  Yice-Gonsul  Springer  protested  against  such  procedure  in  the 
cases  of  American  citizens.  The  protest  was  made  in  the  name  of  the 
(Tnited  States  Government,  and,  as  Mr.  Williams  stated,  by  order  of 
the  State  Department  The  officer  who  received  the  protest  was  the 
judge  advocate  of  the  court-martial,  and  the  time  was  one  hour  before 
the  beginning  of  the  trial. 

I  may  state,  however,  that  Mr.  Williams  had  made  the  same  protest 
in  writing,  several  days  previously,  and  that  his  letter  was  read  at  the 
court-martiaL     The  judge-advocate  consulted  with  the  prosecuting 
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officer,  who  decided  that  the  trial  mnst  proceed,  notwithBtandiDg  the 
objectioDB  raised  by  the  American  Qovernment.  The  fact  that  the  trial 
was  held  and  that  the  prisoners  were  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to 
death  are  matters  on  which  you  have  already  been  informed  by  Consul- 
General  Williams.  Even  though  the  Madrid  authorities  have  ordered 
a  suspension  of  sentence,  at  the  request  of  Minister  Taylor,  the  pris- 
oners are  still  subject  to  the  sentence,  which  may  be  carried  out  at 
any  time  at  the  will  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

WETLEB'S  QUEBB  IDEAS. 

It  should  sklso  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  State  Deparianent  that 
Captain-General  Weyler  does  not  openly  recognize  the  treaty  rights  of 
the  United  States  in  this  matter,  but  that  he  describes  concessions  which 
are  evidently  made  under  treaty  provisions  as  favors  to  the  United 
States,  thus  placing  this  Oovemment  in  the  attitude  of  being  under 
obligations  to  Spain.  This  may  be  illustrated  by  citing  the  cases  of 
Charles  Michaelson  and  Lorenzo  Betancourt,  correspondents  of  the 
Journal,  who  were  arrested  in  fiabana  and  confined  in  Morro  Gastle. 

Messrs.  Michaelson  and  Betancourt  were  arrested  on  the  charge  that 
they  had  passed  the  Spanish  lines  without  the  permission  of  the  author- 
ities. It  immediately  became  evident  that  it  was  a  case  of  mistaken 
identity,  as  neither  of  the  men  arrested  had,  in  reality,  passed  the 
Spanish  lines  or  had  attempted  to  do  so.  Shortly  after  their  arrest, 
and  after  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  had  made  a  formal 
demand  upon  the  Spanish  authorities  for  the  release  of  the  men,  the 
Bermuda  expedition  was  stopped  by  the  United  States  Government 
officials  as  it  was  leaving  New  York  Harbor. 

Captun-General  Weyler  then  released  Michaelson  and  Betancourt, 
with  the  statement  that  he  did  it  as  a  favor  to  the  United  States  in 
recognition  of  the  prompt  action  of  your  Department  in  stopping  the 
Bermuda.  Thus,  instead  of  admitting  the  treaty  rights  of  the  United 
States  and  according  a  civil  trial  to  all  American  citizens  arrested  in 
Cuba  not  actually  *^  with  arms  in  hand,"  he  places  this  Government  in 
the  humiliating  position  of  suing  for  and  accepting  favors  at  the  hands 
of  the  Spanish  Government.  I  was  informed  shortly  before  I  left 
Habana  that  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Michaelson  and  Betancourt  had  not 
been  closed,  but  were  still  open.  The  two  men  are,  then,  merely  on 
parole.  The  Spanish  Government  may  take  their  cases  up  at  any  time. 
Michaelson  has  left  Cuba,  but  Betancourt  is  still  in  Habana. 

BBOOGNIZES  NO  TBEATT  BIGHTS. 

In  not  a  single  instance  has  Captain-General  Weyler  officially  recog- 
nized the  treaty  rights  of  United  States  citizens  in  such  matters. 
Invariably  when  he  has  ordered  a  civil  trial  he  has  announced  that  he 
<1ld  it  as  a  favor  to  the  United  States.  In  the  case  of  the  Oompetitor 
Americans  he  absolutely  refused  to  concede  their  rights  to  other  than 
summary  trial  by  court-martial.  He  insisted,  without  any  foundation 
in  fact  for  the  assumption,  that  these  men  were  captured  with  <<arms 
in  hand."  His  own  witnesses,  Captain  Butron,  the  engineer,  and  other 
officers  of  the  war  launch  Mensajerruj  which  captured  the  Competitor^ 
testified  that  the  men  made  no  resistance  whatever;  that  they  yielded 
to  the  demands  of  the  officers  of  the  Mensajerra  without  a  struggle,  and 
that  they  had  no  arms  upon  their  x)ersons. 

Keveriheless,  the  Captain-General  would  have  carried  out  the  sentence 
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of  death  imposed  had  not  the  activity  of  your  DepartmeDt  compelled 
aD  order  from  the  home  Goverumeut  at  Madrid  ordering  the  sentences 
to  be  saspended.  It  is  the  general  belief  in  Habana  that  dozens  of 
Americans  occupy  cells  in  the  military  prisons  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
island,  and  have  been  there  for  months  past,  without  a  hearing  of  any 
kind.  In  this  contemptuous  manner  does  Captain-General  Weyler 
regard  and  treat  Americans  generally. 

My  statements  of  outrages  x)erpetrated  on  the  peasantry  of  Cuba  b}' 
the  officers  of  the  Spanish  army,  and  Colonel  Melquizo  in  particular, 
are  susceptible  of  the  clearest  and  most  conclusive  proof,  while  on  the 
other  hand  they  are,  I  am  convinced,  only  the  merest  hints  of  tbe 
dreadful  state  of  affairs  which  really  exists  in  Cuba.  Were  it  possible 
to  relieve  some  of  the  most  important  and  highly  respected  men  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba  from  the  fear  of  revengeful  punishment  by  the  Span- 
iards, I  would  give  the  names  of  the  men  of  the  highest  standing  awd 
wealth,  who  have  witnessed  every  one  of  the  horrors  to  which  I  have 
referred  in  my  press  dispatches. 

VICTIMS  OP  THE  "BUTCHBB." 

Some  of  the  cases  to  which  I  have  referred  are  as  follows: 
These  men  were  shot  without  the  slightest  pretense  at  a  trial  near 
Campo  Florida,  near  Habana:  Domingo  Lumones,  Ramon  Castellinos, 
Manuel  Martinez,  Jose  Cejas,  Jesus  Ochoa  Rodriguez,  Joaquin  Merina, 
Bargarito  Zarzas,  Eleno  Guerra,  Marguerito  Yerole,  Basilic  Rubiro, 
M.  y.  CoUina,  Florencio  Rabelli,  Beniguo  Galloso  and  son,  Pedro  Car- 
denas, his  wife,  Julia,  and  another  woman  named  Maria  Luiz;  Apolo 
Camaronas,  Inocento  Rabell,  Eduardo  Sardenes,  Cruse  Ferrer,  Abelardo 
Cartaya,  Martin  Diaz  and  son,  Francisco  Ferrer,  Leonardo  Llereiia, 
Caridad  Roys,  Luz  Guiterrez  and  son,  and  many  others. 

I  might  cite  by  name  a  list  of  men  and  women  which  would  cover 
many  pages  of  this  statement,  all  of  whom  were  murdered  by  the 
Spanish  troops  without  the  slightest  excuse,  other  than  the  unproved 
belief  that  they  were  Cuban  sympathizers.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  all  these  to  whom  I  refer  were  noncombatants — ^peaceful  white 
citizens  engaged  in  following  their  daily  callings  when  ruthlessly 
assassinated  by  the  heartless  men  under  Captain-General  Weyler. 
Such  murders  are  occurring  daily,  almost  hourly,  throughout  the 
island.  Weyler  absolutely  denies  that  these  men  are  murdered,  and 
asserts  that  they  are  killed  in  battle. 

OFFEBED  TO  PBOYR  HIS  8TOBIB8. 

I  personally  offered  to  prove  to  the  Captain-General  that  if  his  officers 
report  that  these  deaths  are  the  regular  casualties  of  battle  their 
reports  are  false.  I  offered  to  take  him  or  any  reliable  man  whom  he 
might  designate  and  who  should  not  be  known  as  a  Spanish  official  to 
the  districts  where  these  brutal  killings  occurred  and  bring  him  in 
contact  with  men  who  saw  the  executions,  who  knew  that  the  victims 
were  not  soldiers  in  the  army  of  the  Cuban  Republic,  had  never  borne 
arms,  and  were  not  intending  to  bear  arms;  that  they  were  peaceful 
farmers  and  farm  laborers  who,  at  the  time  they  were  murdered,  were 
pursuing  the  peaceful  callings  of  their  inoffensive  lives. 

It  was  also  called  to  my  attention  and  proved  that  Captain-General 
Weyler  was  at  the  time  I  left  Habana  engaged  in  equipping  his  men 
with  brass-tipped  ballets,  contrary  to  the  convention  signed  at  Geneva 
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by  Spain  and  all  other  dvilized  natioDS.  Tha»,  he  violates  the  law  of 
nations  in  the  condact  of  hiH  warfare.  After  this  ballet  enters  the 
body  the  brass  tip  spreads,  mutilating  flesh,  tissues,  and  bones,  and 
being  likely  to  cause  blood  poisoning.  These  ballets  I  have  myself  seen. 
Forty-eight  hoars  before  leaving  Habana  I  wrote  a  farewell  letter  to 
Captain-General  Weyler,  in  which  I  informed  him  of  the  moustroas 
conduct  of  his  officers  in  the  field  and  concluded  with  this  language: 

You  ttill  haye  time  to  order  my  arrest.  I  iDYite  you  to  do  00,  and  goarantee  that 
an  investigation  shall  be  made,  tbe  result  of  which  will  prove  you  to  be  the  most 
barbarous  military  savage  the  worJd  has  ever  known. 

The  Gap  tain  General  ignored  such  a  vigorously  worded  challenge  as 
that  In  the  letter  I  described  to  him  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Melquizo's 
command  while  on  the  march  from  Jiqaiabo  to  Mina8«  The  soldiers 
were  in  town  of  Jiquiabo. 

OONDUOT  OF  SPAiaSH  TBOOPEL 

From  an  eyewitness,  a  man  of  the  highest  standing  in  Gaba,  who 
was  present  that  night,  I  gathered  the  following  information: 

There  was  not  a  morsel  of  food  in  the  town  that  had  not  been  confis- 
cated by Jiielqnizo^s  men.  Every  food  animal  and  fowl  had  been  killed 
and  the  people  were  compelled  to  appeal  to  the  soldiers  for  sufficient 
food  to  drive  away  hanger.  The  women  of  Jiquiabo  were  in  a  state 
of  terror  bordering  upon  insanity  because  of  the  infamons  condact  of 
tbe  soldiers  toward  them.  This  condact  aroosed  tbe  indignation  of  the 
men  of  the  town  and  they  appealed  to  Melqnizo  in  person  for  protection 
for  the  women. 

His  reply  was  that  no  loyal  Spanish  woman  woald  refase  a  Spanish 
soldier  anything,  and  he  presumed  the  women  of  Jiqaiabo  were  loyal 
Spanish  sabjects.  An  instance  was  related  by  my  informant  of  two 
soldiers  entering  a  hat  where  they  foand  a  woman  alone*  They  first 
8XK>ke  to  her  in  sach  language  as  no  good  woman  would  listen  to. 
Mnally  they  attacked  her.  She  secured  a  knife  and  fought  them  off  as 
best  she  could  until,  when  her  strength  was  almost  exhaasted,  she 
broke  away  from  them  and  ran  into  the  field.  The  men  followed  her 
and,  realizing  that  the  thonght  of  escape  was  hopeless,  the  x>oor  woman 
drove  a  knife  into  her  breast  and  within  a  few  minates  was  a  corpse* 
Tlie  name  of  this  woman  was  Maria  Garmaza* 

This  is  only  one  of  dozens  of  similar  cases  that  have  been  reported 
to  me.  My  information  is  of  the  most  reliable  kind  and,  were  a  proper 
investigation  made,  I  coald  prove  it  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doabt. 

THB  MILITABY  SITUATION. 

As  to  the  military  situation  on  the  island :  Enoagh  people  in  this 
country  to  command  respect  believe  that  the  Spaniards  represent  the 
only  real  army  in  Guba  from  a  soldier's  point  of  view,  and  that  the  army 
of  the  Gaban  Republic  is  composed  of  mere  wandering  bands  of  destroy- 
ing outlaws  led  by  men  who  respect  and  are  subject  to  no  law  whatever. 
This  is  untrue.  The  Spaniards  are  in  point  of  numbers  superior  to 
tbetr  opponents,  but  the  leaders  of  the  army  of  the  Kepublic  have 
exhibited  superior  brains,  courage,  and  military  genius. 

Landing  on  the  island  with  only  a  small  following  a  year  ago  last 
Febrnary  Generals  Gomez  and  Maceo  have  now  under  their  command 
in  the  neighborhood  of  100,000  men,  whose  numbers  would  be  very 
largely  increased  if  the  men  who  desire  to  join  them  could  pass  through 
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the  Spanish  lines.  The  Republic  is  in  possession  of  almost  the  whole 
of  the  interior  of  the  island.  There  is  scarcely  a  town  that  they  have 
not  attacked  and  occupied. 

To  do  this  they  have  been  compelled  to  drive  the  Spanish  garrisons 
out  of  the  cities,  and  they  have  done  it  most  successfully  whenever  it 
has  been  attempted.  The  only  portions  of  Cuba  which  the  Spaniards 
have  managed  to  hold  are  the  capital,  Habana,  and  other  towns  on  the 
seacoast,  where  they  have  been  favored  with  the  protection  ot  the 
Spanish  gunboats.  With  their  men  as  well  armed  as  are  the  Span- 
iards the  Cubans  could  unquestionably  overcome  that  advantage  and 
hold  the  entire  island  agaiust  auy  force  Spain  might  send  against  them. 
Even  as  it  is  the  Cubans  now  menauce  the  capital.  General  Gomez, 
with  Dearly  30,000  men,  is  marching  westward  and  has  reached  a  point 
in  Mantanzas  close  enough  to  the  city  of  Habana  to  cause  the  authori- 
ties great  trepidation. 

HABANA  CAN  BE  TAKEN. 

The  capital  is  in  almost  a  defenseless  condition  against  aland  attack, 
the  Captain-General  having  sent  nearly  all  of  his  available  forces  to  the 
Province  of  Pinar  del  Eio  to  reinforce  the  trocha  which  he  has  estab- 
lished from  the  northern  to  the  southern  coast  of  the  island.  The 
fortress  at  Cabanas  and  the  fortress  of  Sauta  Clara,  which  is  Hitnated 
in  the  city  of  Habana  to  the  west  of  the  harbor,  might  prove  quite 
effectual  against  an  attack  by  sea,  but  would,  in  the  opinion  of  military 
men  whom  I  have  interviewed  in  Habana,  prove  totally  inadequate  to 
defend  the  city  from  an  invasion  on  the  laud  side.  The  only  protection 
the  capital  has  from  an  attack  by  land  are  a  few  insignificant  stockade 
forts  erected  around  the  outskirts  and  garrisoned  by  poorly  equipped, 
undrilled,  half  starved  volunteers,  who,  during  the  hours  when  they  are 
off  duty,  may  be  seen  in  the  streets  of  Habana  asking  alms  of  citizens 
like  ordinary  beggars. 

It  seems  incredible  that  such  men  would  succeed  in  holding  Habana 
against  an  attack  by  such  fighters  as  the  Cubans  under  General 
Gomez  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  proven  themselves  to  be.  In 
a  march  of  over  500  miles,  which  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Cuban 
army  has  made  since  he  left  Puerto  Principe  on  his  second  invasion, 
he  has  not  had  a  battle  nor  even  a  skirmish  with  the  Spaniards,  who 
have  persistently  avoided  a  trial  of  strength.  The  march  has  been 
made  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man  on  either  side  and,  incidentally, 
hundreds  of  peasants  have  swelled  the  ranks  of  the  Cuban  army  by 
enlisting  under  General  Gomez. 

In  Pinar  del  Rio  Province  General  Maceo  is  commander  of  the  situa- 
tion. He  has  a  comparatively  small  force,  consisting,  I  have  been  told, 
of  not  over  5,000  men,  who,  however,  are  well-trained  fighters  and 
splendidly  equipped  with  arms  and  ammunition.  On  the  trocha,  it  wsls 
reported  to  me,  there  are  over  40,000  Spanish  soldiers,  against  which 
body  of  men  flying  columns  of  Spaniards,  consisting  of  from  1^500  to 
5,000  soldiers  each,  are  attempting  to  drive  Maceo's  troops. 

aENEBAL  MAOEO'S  YIOTOBIES. 

They  find  it  impossible,  however,  to  get  Maceo  into  a  position  frotn 
which  he  can  not  escape,  and  whenever  he  has  met  a  force  of  Spaniards 
in  battle  he  has  invariably  succeeded  in  defeating  his  enemies.  For 
proof  of  this,  his  battles  with  Alphonso  XIII  Battalion  and  with 
the  force  under  General  Suarez  Inclan  at  the  battle  of  Oacangicara 
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may  be  dted.  After  ten  hours  of  fighting  Maceo  drove  Colonel  Dubos 
and  the  Alpbonso  XTII  Battalion  back  to  the  seacoast,  where  they  were 
compelled  to  take  refuge  on  board  the  gunboat  Alerta.  The  Spanish 
loss  at  this  engagement  was  nearly  1,000,  while  GenercJ  Maceo  suffered 
a  loss  of  not  more  than  200. 

At  Gacarajicara,  Maceo  led  Inclan  into  a  trap  and  drove  him  back  to 
Bahia  Honda  with  great  loss.  This  appears  to  be  the  fate  of  the  flying 
colauius  that  are  sent  after  Maceo,  while  on  the  other  hand  hundreds 
of  Spaniards  on  the  trocha  are  being  exterminated  daily  by  yellow  fever 
and  other  diseases. 

The  death  rate  is  so  high  on  the  trocha  that  the  supply  of  Spanish 
sohliers  to  take  the  places  of  those  who  have  succumbed  to  disease  is 
exhansted,  and  General  Weyler  has  been  driven  to  the  extremity  of 
calling  upon  the  volunteers  from  Habana  to  reinforce  the  line.  At  the 
time  I  left  Habana  the  Oaptain-Oeneral  had  attempted  to  make  a  draft 
on  the  volunteers  to  go  to  the  trocha,  and  these  young  men  (who  corre- 
spond to  the  State  militia  in  this  country)  were  in  open  rebellion  against 
his  order.  The  position  they  assumed  was  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
g^ard  the  banks  and  public  buildings  of  Habana  in  addition  to  doing 
guard  duty  generally  around  the  city  and  its  outskirts^  and  that  neither 
General  Weyler  nor  any  other  commander  had  authority  to  order  them 
into  the  field. 

0T7BANS  nr  GOOn  OONDITION. 

The  Cubans  i(re  in  a  position  to  maintain  the  present  state  of  affairs 
for  the  next  twenty  years  if  Spain  can  find  resources  to  keep  up  her 
end  of  the  war  for  that  length  of  time.  Up  in  the  mountains  the  lead- 
ers of  the  army  of  the  Bepublic  have  established  ranches,  where  men 
are  engaged  in  breeding  and  raising  cattle  for  food  puiposes.  The 
raising  of  vegetables  is  also  encouraged  by  the  Ouban  commanders,  and 
in  addition  to  this  means  of  subsistence  they  have  the  native  food  plants 
that  grow  in  wild  profusion  all  over  the  island. 

From  this  it  will  be  readily  understood  that  no  matter  how  long  the 
war  should  last,  or  how  much  privation  they  should  suffer  in  other 
directions,  the  Eepubllean  army  will  never  suffer  dangerously  from 
lack  of  food.  As  the  Cubans  are  in  a  position  to  stop  all  farming 
except  such  as  they  indulge  in  themselves,  the  Spaniards  will  presently 
find  that  their  own  shortage  of  food  is  a  great  drawback  to  their  cam- 
paign, and  they  will  be  compelled  to  resort  to  importing  their  rations 
from  the  United  States,  Spain,  or  some  other  country. 

The  Cubans  have  been  accused  of  incendiarism  m  a  criminal  sense 
because  they  have  destroyed  sugarcane,  tobacco,  mills,  and  plantations. 
They  insist  that  they  should  not  be  regarded  as  criminals,  but  that  the 
orders  which  the  commanders  issued  for  the  destruction  of  the  island 
were  justifiable  war  measures. 

BESTBOTED  WITH  OWNERS^  CONSENT. 

I  have  personal  knowledge  that  in  a  great  many  cases  the  plantations 
have  been  destroyed  with  the  consent  of  the  owners.  In  fact,  a  great 
number  of  owners  of  plantations  that  have  been  destroyed  informed 
me  personally  that  they  had  invited  the  Cubans  to  do  so  because  tliey 
did  not  want  to  grind  their  cane  and  thereby  supply  revenues  to  the 
Spanish  Government.  The  fact  that  wealthy  men  cherish  such  hosti  1  i  ty 
to  Spain  and  are  ready  to  help  the  Cubans  in  their  fight  should  be  sum- 
cient  refutation  of  the  charge  that  the  war  for  Cuban  freedom  is  only 
backed  by  the  ignorant  classes  and  negroes. 


538  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS   IN  CUBA. 

I  found  that  iiearly  three-fifths  of  the  population  of  the  island  ^were 
either  actively  engaged  in  the  war  on  the  Cuban  side  or  that  the  revo- 
lution enjoyed  their  active  sympathy  and  support.  Of  course,  these 
men  dare  not  utter  their  sentiments  openly,  but  they  have  Tvillingly 
ruined  themselves  to  aid  the  cause,  and  to  those  whom  they  can  trust 
not  to  betray  them  they  are  not  in  the  least  backward  in  expresing 
their  views. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Fbedebiok  W.  Lawbengs, 

May  18, 1896. 

STATEMENT  OF  REV.  A.  J.  DIAZ. 

A.  J.  Diaz  was  duly  sworn. 

By  Senator  Moboan  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name?— A.  A.  J.  Diaz. 

Q.  What  is  your  age!  A.  Forty  years. 

Q.  Where  were  you  born  t — ^A.  I  was  borninthecityof  Guanabaooa. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  from  HabanaT — A.  About  2  or  3  miles. 

Q.  Where  were  you  educated! — ^A.  I  was  educated  partly  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba  and  partly  in  the  United  States. 

Q.  At  what  school! — A.  First  I  was  at  the  institute,  as  we  call  it,  in 
Habana,  then  went  to  the  university  in  Habana. 

Q.  When  you  came  here  where  did  you  go! — ^A.  When  I  came  here 
I  was  educated  by  Dr.  Alexander  Hunter,  of  New  York,  a  private 
teacher. 

Q.  Educated  in  your  profession  as  a  doctor  af  medicine! — ^A.  No, 
sir;  as  a  minister. 

Q.  Well,  were  you  ever  educated  as  a  doctor  of  medicine! — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  was  educated  in  Habana. 

Q.  Did  you  get  your  decree! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  got  my  degree  there, 
and  my  diploma  as  a  doctor  has  been  registered  here  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  too. 

Q.  Did  you  commence  practicing  your  profession  in  Cuba! — ^A.  Very 
little.  At  that  time  I  was  quite  young,  and  the  last  revolution  was 
started,  and  then  1  joined  myself  in  that  revolutionary  army. 

Q.  Who  did  you  serve  under! — A.  I  served  with  the  Guban  party. 

Q.  Under  whose  command  ! — A.  Under  the  command  of  Julio  Fanes. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  serve  in  that  army! — A«  I  served  in  that  army 
for  nearly  two  years. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  rank! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it! — ^A.  I  was  appointed  by  them  as  a  captain. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  company  under  your  command! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  that  war  closed,  what  became  of  you! — A.  Before  the  war 
closed  I  was  appointed  to  find  some  place  for  our  people.  We  knew 
very  well  if  they  got  hold  of  the  Gubans  they  would  kill  them.  Know- 
ing that,  I  threw  myself  into  the  sea,  drifting  on  a  log,  in  the  hope  of 
reaching  some  place  of  security,  but  the  current  was  strong  and  drove 
us  away.  That  was  in  the  nighttime,  and  the  next  day  we  found  our> 
selves  in  a  vessel  which  pick^  us  up. 

Q.  Where  did  they  take  you  to! — ^A.  They  transferred  us  to  a 
schooner  that  was  bound  to  Kew  York,  and  I  went  to  the  city  of  New 
York. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  New  York! — A.  I  remained  in  New 
York  for  nearly  five  or  six  years. 
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Q.  What  were  yoa  doing  while  you  were  there  f — ^A.  At  first  I  was 
employed  in  the  cigar  buisiness.  Then  I  commenced  to  read  to  the  fac- 
tories there,  employed  as  a  reader,  and  then  I  commenced  to  do  some 
missionary  work. 

Q.  Yon  became  a  minister) — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  chnrch  did  yon  joint — A.  The  Baptist  Church. 

Q«  Did  you  join  that  chnrch  in  New  York? — ^A.  No^  sir. 

By  Senator  Datis  : 

Q.  Are  you  now  an  ordained  minister  of  the  Baptist  Ohurchf — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  sot — ^A.  For  nearly  six  years. 

By  Senator  MoBaAN : 

Q.  Where  were  you  ordained  f — ^A.  I  was  ordained  in  the  city  of  Key 
WestpFla. 

Q.  You  belong,  then,  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Ohurcht — ^A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  After  you  were  ordained  did  you  return  to  Gubat — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
returned  for  that  purpose  to  the  city  of  Key  West.  I  was  called  by 
the  council  to  the  city  of  Key  West,  and  was  ordained  there  and 
returned  the  next  week. 

Q.  Then  I  suppose  you  became  a  missionary  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Board  to  Gubat— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  when  you  got  to  Guba  did  you  establish  a  church  thereto- 
A.  The  church  had  been  already  established. 

Q.  And  you  were  appointed  to  itt— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  What  progress  have  you  made  in  your  denominational  growth 
there  t — ^A.  Very  good. 

Q.  About  how  many  communicants  have  you  there  t — ^A.  I  have  about 
2,700  who  have  been  baptized  in  the  last  eight  years. 

Q.  In  thecityof  Habanat — ^A.  Yes;  and  I  organized  a  Baptist  hospi- 
tal for  the  poor.  I  organized  seven  free  schools,  where  we  have  over 
1^500  children ;  we  educate  them ;  and  also  have  a  cemetery.  We  can 
not  bury  our  Protestant  people  in  the  Oatholio  cemetery.  They  do  not 
allow  ns  to  bury  them  there. 

By  Senator  Davis: 

Q.  In  whose  name  is  the  title  to  all  this  prox>ertyt — ^A.  In  the  name 
of  Dr.  Tichenor,  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Home  Missiep 
Board. 

Q.  He  holds  it  as  trustee  for  the  mission  board  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Mobgan: 

Q.  Where  does  Dr.  Tichenor  belong  t — ^A.  In  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Q.  What  would  be  about  the  value  of  that  property  you  have  In 
Habanat — ^A.  The  church  itself  is  worth  about  |l40,000.  It  is  a  very 
nice  piece  of  property.  The  hospital  we  have  is  worth  about  920,000, 
and  the  cemetery — ^well,  we  can  not  say  what  it  is  worth,  but  it  brings  to 
the  board  an  income  of  $6,000  or  $7,000  a  year.* 

Q.  You  have  property,  then,  in  San  Miguel,  also  belonging  to  the 
ohurcht — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  that  t— A.  About  $2,000. 

Q.  How  many  churches  have  you  organized  outside  of  San  Miguel 
and  outside  of  Habana  in  the  country  t — ^A.  We  have  different  missions, 
but  never  organized  different  churches.  We  have  missions  at  different 
places.  A  preacher  will  go  to  one  for  one  or  two  months  for  a  meeting 
aud  then  move  away  to  another. 
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Q.  How  many  miniBters  are  employed  in  the  Baptist  denomination  f— 
A«  About  24  missionaries. 

Q.  Are  there  any  of  those  remaining  in  Cuba  now,  or  have  tfaey 
leftf — A.  None  remain  except  the  women  missionsoies. 

Q.  The  men  have  all  had  to  leave  f — A«  Tes,  sir. 

Q*  Why  have  they  had  to  leavef — A,  Well,  they  have  been  perse- 
cuted in  one  way  or  another  by  the  Grovemment,  and  have  had  to  leave. 

Q.  They  have  all  leftf — ^A.  They  have  all  left  and  come  to  the  United 
States. 

Q«  You  speak  of  free  schools  you  have  established  there;  are  th^e 
any  free  schools  within  your  knowledge  in  Cuba  sustained  by  the 
Spanish  Oovemmentt — ^A.  Yes,  there  are  some. 

Q.  How  many  f — A,  A  great  many,  but  kept  in  a  very  bad  condition; 
they  do  not  teach  anything. 

Q.  Are  they  under  ecclesiastical  control  f — A^  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Catholic  Church  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  supplies  the  funds  f — ^A.  The  Government. 

Q.  1  was  reading  the  other  day,  from  a  Spanish  author,  a  statement 
to  the  effect  that  the  annual  taxes  upon  the  i>eople  for  the  support  of 
the  Catholic  Church  in  Cuba  amounted  to  about  9600,000.  Is  that 
correct  f — ^A.  I  think  it  is  more  than  that.  I  think  it  is  about  $1,500,000 
or  $2,000,000. 

Q«  This  book  I  was  reading  from  was  written  ten  or  fifteen  years 
agof — A.  The  bishop  of  Habana  gets  about  $18,000  a  year. 

Q.  And  the  archbishop  how  much  t — A.  He  gets  about  the  same. 

Q.  The  archbishop  of  Cuba  and  the  bishop  of  Habana  get  about 
$18,000  each  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  been  much  over  the  country  in  Cubat — ^A.  Yes, 
sir:  I  have  been  in  a  great  number  of  x)laces. 

Q.  When  did  this  war  that  is  existing  now  in  Cuba  commence f — A. 
It  broke  out  about  the  29th  of  February,  1895. 

Q.  After  that  war  broke  out  were  you  visiting  over  the  Island  of 
Cuba  in  different  places f — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  behalf  of  the  missions. 
When  the  war  broke  out  I  did  not  know  exactly  what  to  do.  As  a  cap- 
tain of  the  army  on  one  side,  and  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  on  the 
other  side,  I  was  a  little  troubled  myself,  but  I  concluded  to  take  no 
part  in  the  insurrection,  but  just  to  help  both  parties,  and  then  I  organ- 
i^d  what  we  call  a  White  Cross  Society.  It  is  a  society  based  on  the 
Bed  Cross  Society  of  Geneva,  for  the  purpose  of  treating  both  sides. 

Q.  You  mean,  to  assist  them  medically  andcharitablyf — A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  at  the  same  time  I  sent  a  letter  to  President  Cleveland  to  notify 
him  that  we  were  going  to  do  that  kind  of  work,  and  Mr.  Gresham 
answered  the  letter  saying  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter, 
but  were  very  much  pleased  with  that  thought  and  encouraged  us,  but 
they  said  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Geneva  Cross.  ^  our  Gov- 
ernment was  notified  that  we  were  going  to  take  part  in  that  movement 
for  a  sanitary  purpose.  . 

Q.  Well,  the  Spanish  Government,  then,  became  one  of  the  parties  to 
the  lied  Cross  Society;  that  is,  to  the  treaty  by  which  they  had  certain 
rights! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  not  violating  any  public  law  by  organizing  that 
society! — A.  No,  sir;  nor  private  either. 

Q.  And  you  say  you  had  determined  not  to  take  part  with  either 
party  in  the  political  struggle  that  was  going  on  there! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  kept  to  that  resolution  faithfully! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  not  taken  part! — ^A.  I  have  not  taken  part  on  either 
side. 
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Q.  In  any  way  t — ^A.  In  any  way;  just  helping  the  wonnded  and  sick, 
that  IB  alL 

Q.  Well,  did  you  visit  the  United  States  recently  before  you  were 
expelled  t — A.  Well,  I  generally  visit  the  United  States  once  or  twice 
a  year.  I  must  come  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  when  they 
have  a  meeting,  and  give  my  report,  and  then  they  have  some  associa- 
tion or  State  convention,  and  then  they  call  me.  So  I  came  to  the 
nnited  States  last  year  twice  or  three  times,  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  which  met  in  Washington,  to  the  Florida  State  conven- 
tion, and  to  the  Home  Mission  Board's  meeting. 

Q.  Well,  both  visits  you  made  were  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
Baptist  conventions T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  all. 

Q.  You  did  not  come  here  on  a  political  mission  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics  or  with  the  wart — A.  Noth- 
ings to  do  with  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  as  a  member  of  this  sanitary  corps,  as  a  phy- 
sician, in  treating  the  sick  and  wounded  of  both  parties  T — ^A.  We  made 
a  by-law  and  we  gave  that  by-law  to  the  Government  of  Spain  in  order 
that  they  might  approve  it,  and  so  they  did.  They  approved  it,  and 
the  second  article  says  we  have  the  right  to  constitute  neutral  camps 
in  order  to  just  take  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded;  and  while  Mr. 
Campos  was  there  everything  was  all  right,  because  Mr.  Oampos  con- 
ducted the  warfare  in  a  civilized  way,  and  we  had  no  trouble  about 
it.  We  organized  about  forty  delegations  to  take  care  of  all  sick  and 
wonnded.  We  have  treated  there  about  2,000  Spanish  soldiers,  but  as 
soon  as  Mr.  Weyler  came  he  ordered  us  to  stop— not  ^o  take  care  of  the 
insurgents  by  any  means,  only  take  Spanish  troops,  who  were  the  only 
ones  we  had  any  right  to  take  care  of. 

Q.  Then  did  you  cease  to  take  care  of  the  insurgents^ — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  did  not  want  to  break  any  law,  right  or  wrong.  I  did  not  want  to 
interfere  with  any  of  them. 

Q.  Now,  as  a  White  Cross  director,  did  you  have  a  right  to  go  into 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy  T — A.  Yes,  cross  the  lines  any  time  I  pleased. 

Q.  You  .went  out  to  the  camp  of  the  rebels? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  Did  you  make  frequent  visits  to  them  Y — A.  Not  frequent  visits, 
but  when  I  went  to  inspect  a  delegation  sometimes  I  found  them  in  my 
way.  Sometimes,  as  military  operations  required,  they  stopped  me  and 
kept  me  for  two  or  three  or  four  days,  and  then  I  stopped  there;  and 
if  they  had  something  to  do  in  the  medical  line  I  did  it — made  surgical 
operations. 

Q«  You  are  a  surgeon t — ^A.  I  am  a  surgeon;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  these  delegations  you  speak  of,  I  suppose  they  were  scat- 
tered about  through  Gubaf — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  Province  of  Piuar  del 
Bio,  the  Province  of  Habana,  and  provinces  of  Matanzas  and  Santa 
Clara. 

Q.  How  many  delegations  did  you  have  in  allY — ^A.  Nearly  40. 

Q.  And  how  many  people  would  be  engaged  in  each  delegation T — A. 
About  two  or  three  directors  and  several  nurses.  Sometimes  they  have 
women. 

Q.  Who  supported  these  delegations  T — ^A.  We  supported  them. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  the  White  Cross f — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  White  Cross 
Society. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  money  to  do  it  with!— A.  Part  I  collected 
from  the  members  of  the  church  and  part  we  got  from  contributions  of 
the  people. 

Q.  Did  the  Spanish  Government  contribute  anything  to  itt — ^A.  No, 
sir;  never  contributed  a  cent. 
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Q.  ^ow,  then,  it  was  in  visiting  these  delegations  about  through  the 
different  parts  of  Cuba  that  yon  had  the  opportunity  to  see  what  was 
going  on  in  both  armies! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  you  visited  the  rebel  army — ^I  call  it  that^the  Cuban  army 
in  Pinar  del  Biot — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  there  the  last  timet — A«  The  last  time  I  was  in 
Pinar  del  Bio  was  on  the  13th  of  March.    [Beading  from  paper.] 

I  went  to  the  town  of  Caimito  for  the  pnrpose  of  leaving  medioinee,  bandages, 
etc.  On  arriving  there  I  wae  informed  that  there  were  two  wounded  children  at  the 
farm  known  as  Saladriga.    I  went  to  their  aaaietanoe. 

Q.  Now,  just  stop  right  there,  because  I  am  going  to  read  that  paper 
over  to  you  presently.  I  am  getting  at  preliminary  facts.  When  you 
were  at  Pinar  del  Bio  did  you  see  Maceot— ^A.  I  saw  Yaldespino,  and 
Maceo  also. 

Q.  About  how  many  troops  did  Maceo  have  with  himf — ^A.  Well, 
really,  I  could  not  tell  you  because  of  the  way  they  appeared;  the  way 
they  came  was  an  immense  crowd  of  people  all  riding  on  horseback.  It 
was  a  large  crowd.    I  could  not  exactly  tell  how  many. 

Q.  You  had  no  statement  of  the  numberT — ^A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  would  you  say  it  was  a  strong  army  t — A.  Very  strong. 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  artilleiy  with  himf — ^A.  I  did  not  see  any. 

Q.  How  were  they  armed  T — A.  A  great  many  of  them  were  well 
armed  and  the  balance  of  them  all  had  the  machete. 

By  Senator  Davis  : 

Q.  Would  you  say  he  had  some  thousands  of  men  under  his  command 
or  only  a  few  hundreds!  Give  some  idea. — A.  Oh,  I  think  he  had  some 
seven  or  eight  thousand  men. 

Q.  You  saw  themf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  thenu 

By  Senator  Morgan: 

Q.  Did  he  have  a  permanent  camp  there f — ^A.  Well,  they  were  mov- 
ing around.  Sometimes  they  stay  in  one  place  fifteen  or  twenty  days 
and  then  move  to  another. 

Q.  Well,  when  you  saw  him  had  he  made  the  attack  on  the  tity  of 
Pinar  del  Biof — ^A.  Ko,  sir;  he  was  just  going  in  the  direction. 

Q.  And  that  fight  occurred  afterwards? — ^A.  Afterwards;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  gather  to  be  the  result  of  the  fight  he  had  in  Pinar 
del  Bio;  what  did  you  find  out  or  gather  to  be  the  result  of  itt — A. 
Well,  I  asked  them,  you  know,  what  they  intended  to  do  in  Pinar  del 
Bio,  and  they  said  they  were  just  going  on,  take  possession  of  the  prin> 
cipal  towns,  and  Maceo  was  appointed  as  commander  of  that  Province. 

Q.  He  was  assigned  in  command  of  the  Province  of  Pinar  del  Bio 
and  is  there  now? — A.  Yes;  he  is  there.       * 

Q.  Well,  after  that  was  over  they  had  other  battles — ^that  of  Bahii^ 
hondaf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  battle? — A.  It  was  the  one 
where  the  Alphonse  XII  Begiment  was*destroyed.  It  is  reported  the 
whole  regiment,  about  1,000  soldiers,  were  destroyed,  and  but  14  or  15 
were  left.  They  threw  themselves  into  the  water  and  got  a  small  boat 
and  went  out  in  the  bay,  and  the  carrent  brought  them  to  the  city  of 
Habana,  which  is  about  60  miles  from  that  place. 

Q.  Do  you  think  your  information  about  that  is  oorrect|  that  the 
whole  Spanish  battalion  was  destroyed? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Davis  : 
Q.  Was  it  a  battalion? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  battalion. 
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By  Senator  Mobgan: 

Q.  Did  Maceo  capture  Pinar  del  BioT — ^A.  I  do  Dot  know;  I  beard 
that. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  hold  itt — ^A.  I  presume  he  held  it  about  two  or 
three  days. 

Q.  Was  this  fight  you  tell  about  before  or  after  the  capture t — A.  I 
think  it  was  before  the  capture.  I  know  tbat  is  true  because  of  this: 
There  was  published  in  the  paper  that  the  colonel  will  be  tried  by  court- 
martial  because  he  did  not  go  to  the  point  where  the  regiment  was. 

Q*  That  is  another  column t — ^A.  That  is  another  column;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Gomez  when  you  were  out  there  t  When  did  you  see 
him  last? — ^A.  About  two  mouths  ago. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him  t — ^A.  I  saw  him  in  the  Province  of  Habana. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  city  of  Habana  f — A.  I  saw  him  in  Bainoa. 

Q.  How  far  firom  Habana f — ^A.  About  35  miles. 

Q.  Did  he  have  his  forces  with  him f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  an  immense  force. 

Q.  How  many  thousands  do  you  suppose  t — A.  I  think  he  had  about 
10,000  men. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  his  health  f — ^A.  Pretty  good.  He  had 
only  a  little  abscess  on  one  of  his  legs  from  an  old  wound,  but  he  has 
recovered  firom  that  and  is  all  right. 

Q.  He  is  an  old  man,  is  het — A.  He  is  an  old  man,  about  72  years  of 
age. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  himf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  he  asked  me  several  ques- 
tions and  I  answered. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  about  the  condition  of  the  Spanish  forces  and 
all  thatf — A.  Ko,  sir;  he  knew  he  had  no  right  to  ask  such  questions 
as  that. 

Q.  What  did  you  think  of  the  appearance  of  his  army;  did  they 
look  as  if  they  were  strong! — ^A.  Very  strong. 

Q.  Well  armed  t — ^A.  Well  armed  and  in  good  health. 

Q.  Have  you  been  personally  with  any  other  army  in  Oubat — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  Mr.Aguirre's. 

By  Senator  Davis: 

Q.  When  t — A.  Just  two  weeks  before  they  put  me  in  prison. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  Oubal  Oive  me  the  date. — ^A.  I  think  it  was 
before  the  1st  of  May. 

Q.  How  long  before  t — A.  Just  a  day  or  two. 

Q.  Now,  how  long  was  it  before  you  were  arrested  that  you  saw  the 
force  of  Aguirre  you  mentioned  t — ^A.  Fifteen  days. 

By  Senator  MoBaAN : 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  Aguirre  1 — ^A.  They  found  me.  I  was  down 
there  attending  a  man.  While  I  was  amputating  his  arm  the  insurgent 
forces  came  around  the  little  tent  I  had  for  that  purpose,  and  while  I 
was  operating  I  found  myself  among  the  insurgents,  and  he  came 
there  and  just  looked  at  what  I  had  been  doing,  and  kept  every- 
body away  and  did  not  molest  us  at  all. 

A.  You  were  not  in  his  camp,  thenf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  Aguirre  f — ^A.  After  I  got  through  with  the 
operation;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  speak  of  his  affairst — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  knew  partially 
of  them  down  there. 

Q.  You  knew  the  people  t — ^A.  Very  well;  a  great  many  of  them  had 
heax  in  my  congregation. 
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Q,  Now,  what  class  of  people  did  that  army  consist  oft — ^A.  The  best 
class  of  youDg  men  in  Habana,  generally. 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  the  Province  of  Habanaf — A.  No;  the  city. 

Q.  Agnirre's  command  consists  mostly  of  city  boys,  does  it! — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  T — ^A.  He  had  at  that  time  abont  2,000;  that 
was  his  escort. 

Q.  He  had  others f — A.  Oh,  yes.  He  had  in  the  province  10^000  or 
15,000  men,  scattered  all  over  the  Province  of  Habana  in  different 
camps. 

Q.  Now,  what  kind  of  people  did  the  army  of  Maceo  appear  to  bet— 
A.  Very  fine  people,  too;  white  people;  doctors,  lawyers,  druggists. 

Q.  Intelligent  people  t — ^A.  Intelligent  people. 

By  Senator  Davis: 

Q.  What  kind  of  people  were  the  private  soldiers  in  Maceo's  armyt — 
A.  Well,  they  have  some  colored  people,  too — many — and  they  have 
some  of  these  intelligent  people  as  private  soldiers,  a  great  many  of 
them  people  who  do  not  want  any  rank;  just  wanted  to  be  soldiers,  jnst 
to  do  that  in  the  democratic  line  to  encourage  others. 

By  Senator  Moboan  : 

Q.  Now,  these  people  yon  saw  in  Gomez's  army,  did  they  appear  to  be 
men  who  were  farmers  and  persons  living  in  the  country — ^respectable 
people  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  White  people t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  as  well  as  negroes. 

Q.  Was  that  the  case  in  Agnirre's  army,  toot — A.  Well,  Aguirre  had 
more  white  people. 

By  Senator  Davis: 

Q.  What  proportion  of  negroes  and  white  in  Maceo's  armyt — 
A.  Well,  one  third  negroes. 

Q.  Are  the  negroes  and  whites  in  separate  companies  and  regiments, 
or  are  they  all  mixed  up  together  t — A.  Well,  I  do  not  know  very 
well,  but,  as  I  say,  they  mingled. 

Q.  In  the  same  organization  t — ^A.  The  same  organization. 

By  Senator  Moboan  : 

Q.  Now,  in  traveling  there,  did  you  go  to  Gubitost — ^A.  No,  sir;  my 
organization  did  not  reach  as  far  as  that. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  from  Habana  t — ^A.  Gubitos  is  in  the  central  part 
of  the  island.    It  is  in  the  Province  of  Gamaguay. 

Q.  It  is  up  in  the  mountains,  is  itt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Gisnerost — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  wast — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  where  he  was. 
Gisneros  has  about  20  of  the  principal  men  of  the  city  of  Habana  with 
him.    I  inquired  for  him,  and  was  told  he  was  at  that  place,  Gubitos. 

Q.  That  is  his  capital  t — ^A.  That  is  his  capital. 

Q.  Is  that  a  place  of  difficult  access  t — ^A.  Very  difficult.  Bartolo 
Masso  is  the  general  up  there,  with  about  10,000  men  to  protect  tlie 
government. 

Q.  Now,  I  understand  that  the  military  arrangement  among  the 
Gubans  is  that  a  general  is  assigned  to  certain  provinces  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Maceo  to  Pinar  del  Eiot — A.  Yes,  sir.  Aguirre  to  Habana,  San- 
chez to  Santa  Glara,  Bolofif  to  Santo  Espiritu,  and  Galisto  in  Gamagoay ; 
and  then  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  island  is  Jos6  Maceo. 

Q.  So  that  is  the  military  disposition t — A.  Yes,  sir;  men  command 
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generally  in  the  pToyince,  and  then  they  have  sabdiyisions.    They 
bave,  for  instance,  bri^^es  in  each  province. 

By  Senator  Dayis: 
Q.  Gomez  is  commander  in  chief  oyer  allf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Mobgan  : 

Q.  And  that  is  the  military  organization  f — ^A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Let  ns  know  something  aboat  the  civil  organization.  Did,  you 
meet  any  civil  officers? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Portuondo. 

Q.  What  is  his  office  t — A.  He  is  secretary  of  the  interior. 

Q.  He  belongs  to  the  general  government  of  the  Gnban  RexmblicT— 
Al.  Yesy  sir. 

Q.  I  want  yon  to  speak  of  the  local  officers — the  prefects  and  sab- 
prefects.    Bo  you  know  anything  about  themf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  a  prefect? — A.  He  is  the  man  in  charge  to  find  supplies 
for  the  families  of  insurgents  in  every  place  there. 

Q.  Sort  of  a  commissary? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  if  the  families  need  some- 
thing  to  eat,  for  instance,  he  brings  food,  cattle,  etc. 

Q«  Takes  care  of  the  families  of  the  men  in  the  army? — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  if  the  men  are  sick  or  wounded  the  prefects  take  care  of  tliem. 

Q.  They  take  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  subprefects  have 
smaller  districts? — A.  They  have  smaller  districts. 

Q.  Now,  who  are  the  tax  collectors  there? — ^A.  There  are  tax  col» 
lectors,  too;  I  know,  personally,  Mr.  Menocal. 

Q.  A  cousin  of  our  Menocal  here? — A.  A  brother,  I  think. 

Q.  Is  he  a  tax  collector? — ^A.  Yes;  they  divide  themselves  into  dif- 
ferent places  and  collect  all  the  revenue. 

Q.  Do  they  collect  revenue  from  the  people? — A.  Oh,  yes.  Some- 
times they  have  no  place  to  put  the  money.  Sometimes  Gomez  has 
mules  loaded  with  money — going  from  one-place  to  another  with  mouQy. 

By  Senator  Davis  : 

Q.  Do  they  collect  supplies  in  kind? — ^A.  The  prefects  do,  but  these 
are  the  tax  collectors. 

By  Senator  MoBaAN : 

Q.  Do  the  i>eople  of  Cuba  voluntarily  and  freely  pay  taxes  to  the 
Cuban  government,  or  are  they  forced  to  do  it? — ^A.  l^o,  sir;  they  freely 
do  it.    They  pay  taxes  where  the  Cubans  have  no  control  over  it. 

By  Senator  Davis: 

Q.  Now,  over  this  territory,  have  the  Spanish  any  tax  collectors?— 
A.  Kot  one. 

By  Senator  Mobgan: 
Q.  Have  they  any  judges? — ^A.  Kot  one. 
By  Senator  Davis: 

Q.  Any  civil  officers  at  all  ? — ^A.  No.  In  the  larger  towns  is  the  only 
place.  In  the  smaller  places  they  have  nothing  of  the  kind — no  mayors, 
no  aldermen. 

By  Senator  Mobgan  : 

Q.  Do  these  various  civil  officers  have  offices  in  any  one  place,  or  are 
they  roving  around? — ^A.  No:  they  are  roving  around. 

Q.  Have  they  established  neadquarters? — A.  Well,  sometimes  they 
do  for  one,  two,  or  three  months,  and  then  they  move  around.  That 
depends  on  the  persecution  of  the  Spanish. 
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By  Senaftor  Davis  : 
Q.  Do  they  keep  records  or  written  accounts  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Morgan: 

Q.  Now,  how  are  the  mass  of  the  Onban  army  received  by  the  popn* 
lation  living  in  the  towns  in  the  country?  Are  they  received  cordialiy 
or  as  enemies  f — A.  Every  time  they  approach  any  town  all  the  people 
come  out  with  flags  and  welcome  them.  That  is  natural.  The  majority 
of  those  boys  belong  in  those  cities.  They  can  not  be  received  in  any 
other  way. 

Q.  How  do  they  receive  the  Spanish,  on  the  other  handt — ^A.  Well, 
there  is  great  excitement  when  the  Spanish  troops  approach  the  cities. 
The  people  are  afraid,  and  they  do  not  feel  safe,  because  they  know  the 
Spanish  come  in  and  sack  the  towns  and  break  the  houses  and  take 
possession  of  them,  and  violate  women,  and  do  horrible  things.  Of 
course,  the  people  are  scared.  The  soldiers  take  possession.  I  saw 
this  case  in  Managua;  soldiers  took  possession  of  a  house;  the  ladies 
screamed  out,  and  the  soldiers  commenced  to  search  the  bureaus  and 
everything  there,  and  the  men  came  and  reported  that  there  were  some 
soldiers  sacking  that  house,  and  the  men  said,  ^<  I  can  not  say  a  word 
about  it,  because  the^  are  all  officers." 

Q.  Did  you  see  this  yourself  t — ^A.  I  saw  that  myself;  I  was  there. 

Q.  Did  they  offer  any  violence  to  women  t — ^A.  Well,  the  women  ran 
away.  I  do  not  know  what  became  of  them.  I  was  sitting  there  with 
my  brother  in  the  drug  store  when  these  things  occurred. 

Q.  Now,  you  have  described  how  the  armies  of  both  contending  par* 
ties  are  received  by  the  people  of  the  country. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  your  description  of  that  true,  as  far  as  you  knowf  Without 
any  specification,  is  it  true  generally  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  generally  truel — A.  Yes,  sir. 

'Q.  Do  you  know  of  a  town  or  village  in  Ouba  where  you  could  say 
that  the  people  were  hostile  to  the  Cuban  cause  Y — ^A.  Natives  T 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  Not  one.  The  whole  country  has  risen  up  in  arms — 
men,  women,  and  children. 

Q.  So  you  regard  the  attitude  or  situation  with  the  Cuban  people  as 
being  one  of  general  hostility  to  Spain  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  is  that  hostility  intenseT — ^A.  Past  expression.  One  day  I 
heard  General  Kui  say,  <«  Everything  here  is  against  us.  The  air  we 
breathe  is  against  the  Spanish  people  in  Cuba.'' 

Q.  How  do  these  Cuban  armies  maintain  themselves;  upon  what 
do  they  subsist,  and  how  do  they  get  it? — A.  Well,  they  use  goats  and 
ohickens  and  all  the  tropical  fruits,  and  yams  and  sweet  potatoes, 
and  things  that  grow  wild,  and  in  some  places  farmers  plant  for  the 
insurgents;  so  they  never  trouble  themselves  about  what  to  eat. 

Q.  They  have  an  abundance f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  do  you  think  the  country  can  stand  thatf  Will  it  wear 
out,  and  after  a  while  the  people  starve t — A.  No;  people  who  live  in 
the  country  are  all  right.  They  can  stay  therefor  twenty  years  if  tliey 
want  to,  with  plenty  to  eat.  Now,  the  misery  is  among  the  people  of 
the  cities. 

Q.  Whyt — ^A.  Because  they  have  no  resources.  They  have  no  money 
or  an3rthing,  and  insurgents  are  not  allowed  to  grow  anything  in  cities 
where  the  Spanish  troops  are,  and  they  have  nothing  to  eat. 

Q.  They  are  in  a  starving  condition  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  the  destruction  of  the  crops  there;  has  it  been  very  exten- 
sive— that  is,  the  sugar  canef — ^A.  Very. 
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Q.  Is  fhe  Cuban  army  alone  responsible  for  that  destmctionf — ^A. 
Not  the  Gnban  army  alone.  The  Spaniards  do  that,  too.  They  set  on 
Are  the  sagar  plantations  of  Mr.  Delgado  and  others.  Part  of  the  city 
of  Managna  has  been  destroyed  by  the  Onbans  and  the  other  part  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  Spanish  troops. 

Q.  What  fort — A.  Well,  the  mayor  of  that  town,  Mr.  Ghristo,  is  a 
lawyer.  They  had  a  battle,  and  75  houses  were  burned,  and  in  a  month 
or  two  Mr.  Obristo,  the  mayor,  joined  the  rebels;  and  he  is  a  wealthy 
man,  for  he  has  different  houses  and  plantations,  and  so  forth,  down 
there.  As  soon  as  he  went  with  the  rebel  army  the  Spanish  troops  set 
on  fire  all  the  houses  owned  by  him.  So  that  part  is  destroyed  by  the 
Spaniards  and  part  by  the  Cubans. 

Q.  Is  sugar  cane  an  element  of  subsistence  among  the  Oubans  and 
their  horses  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  ask  you  something  about  the  condition  of  this  Span- 
ish army  and  Ouban  army  as  to  diseases.  You  have  yellow  fever  in 
Cubaf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  it  attack  the  Oubans t— A.  No,  sir;  not  a  bit. 

Q.  Why  notf — ^A.  Because  they  are  acclimated. 

Q.  Does  it  attack  the  Spaniards t— A.  Oh,  yes;  fearfully. 

Q.  Kow,  take  a  body  of  1,000  soldiers  in  the  season,  how  many  would 
you  expect  to  find  sick  out  of  that  number  f — A.  Nearly  all  of  them. 

Q.  As  much  as  thatt — A.  Yes;  nearly  all  of  them.  Nearly  all  get 
sick  and  about  50  or  60  per  cent  will  die. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  mean  they  all  get  yellow  fever t — ^A.  Yes;  that  is  the 
principal  thing,  and  dysentery. 

Q.  And  what  elsef — ^A.  Ulcers. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  describe  those  ulcers.  Are  they  syphilitic  f — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  in  many  cases  they  are  syphilitic 

Q.  How  is  the  large  majority  of  cases;  is  that  sot — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  is  the  extent  of  that  disease  among  the  Spanish  sol- 
diers.— ^A.  Well,  about  60  or  70  per  cent. 

Q.  They  get  sick  in  that  way  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Senator  Davis  : 

Q.  Infected  with  syphilis  f— A.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  are  corrupt  people, 
yon  know. 

Q.  Do  they  bring  it  with  them  from  Spain  or  acquire  it  in  the  island  t — 
A«  Well,  the^  bring  it  from  Spain  and  acquire  it  in  the  island,  too, 
because  this  is  the  custom  they  have;  they  do  not  do  it  now.  As  soon 
as  they  landed  they  put  their  guns  to  one  side  to  have  a  good  time  and 
hunt  for  women,  and  of  course  with  that  kind  of  women  you  know  in 
what  condition  they  are  generally. 

By  Senator  Mobgan  : 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  Spanish  troops  now  in 
Cubaf— A.  I  think  they  have  in  Cuba  only  about  70,000  or  80,000  sol- 
diers.   I  do  not  think  they  have  more  than  that. 

Q.  How  many  have  come  there  since  this  war  broke  outf — ^A.  Nearly 
150,000  to  180,000. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  the  balance  of  them  f— A.  Well,  a  great 
many  of  them  have  been  killed,  and  many  of  them  have  joined  the 
rebels. 

Q.  Joined  the  rebels t — ^A.  A  great  many  them;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  how  about  those  who  have  died  in  the  hospitals  from  dis- 
easef— A.  Yes;  some  have  died  of  disease. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  people  who  have  been  lost— would  you 
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say  that  half  or  more  than  half  have  died  of  disease  or  battlesf — ^A. 
Well,  not  many  in  battles;  more  of  disease  than  of  battles.  The  dif- 
ficnlty  with  the  Spanish  soldiers  is  that  when  they  are  brought  firom 
Spain  and  reach  Cuba  they  are  not  allowed  to  speak  to  anybody.  They 
have  a  gnard,  and  as  soon  as  soldiers  are  landed  they  are  sent  to  the 
interior  in  order  that  they  shall  not  speak  to  anyone.  The  Spanish 
people  in  Spain  deceive  these  young  men — tell  them  they  are  going  to 
fight  negroes,  etc.  The  officers  are  not  real  officers,  but  sergeants  made 
captains  and  corporals  and  privates  made  lieutenants.  That  is  the 
kind  of  soldiers  they  have  in  Ouba,  showing  they  do  not  know  what 
kind  of  men  they  are  to  meet.  They  are  told  that  all  the  Ouban  army 
is  negroes,  and  here  they  find  them  white  and  hear  hurrahing  for  firee- 
dom.and  for  republicanism,  and  say,  <^  Well,  I  am  a  republican  myself 
If  I  had  known  that  I  would  not  fight  against  thenu" 

By  Senator  Davis: 

Q.  Were  you  expelled  from  the  island  of  Oubat— A.  Yes^  wbtm 

Q.  Why? — A.  By  the  Spanish  authorities,  Mr.  Weyler. 

Q.  When  t— A.  On  the  30th  day  of  last  April. 

Q.  What  reason  did  he  give  for  expelling  yout — ^A.  I  do  not  know  yet. 

Q.  Did  any  of  your  felloW-missionaries  leave  about  the  same  timet — 
A.  They  left  before  me. 

Q.  How  many  of  themt — A  Three  ministers. 

Q.  How  many  from  all  the  missions) — A.  The  others,  about  six  or 
seven. 

Q.  iN'ow,  after  you  and  the  other  missionaries  and  the  ministers  left 
what  became  of  the  church  and  hospital  prox)erty  t — ^A.  All  has  been 
abandoned. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  has  taken  possession  of  itf — A.  Yes;  some  of 
the  members  have  taken  possession  of  it. 

Q.  Have  the  Spanish  authorities  taken  possession  of  the  church  t — 
A.  Kot  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  the  other  churches  and  denominations  got  hospitals  in 
Oubaf — A.  Yes;  the  Episcopalians  have  them. 

Q.  Have  they  been  disturbed) — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  the  Episcopalian  minister  been  disturbed  t — A.  I  do  not  know* 

Q.  He  left! — A.  Oh,  yes;*  he  left.  The  general  agent  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society,  Dr.  McKean,  left  the  Island  of  Cuba,  too. 

Q.  Was  he  expelled t — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  They  disappear;  that  is 
all  we  know. 

Q.  What  is  said  to  be  called  the  capital  of  the  insurgents) — ^A. 
Oubitos. 

Q.  Is  that  the  seat  of  government  of  the  insurgents) — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  the  president) — A.  Oisneros. 

Q.  Where  does  he  hold  his  office — ^perform  his  duties) — A.  Bight 
there,  in  Cubitos. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  time  has  he  performed  those  duties  at  that  place  ) — 
A.  Well,  I  think  for  ten  months. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  been  disturbed  or  fled  from  the  city  since  that  time) — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  a  cabinet  )•  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  the  minister  of  foreign  relations) — ^A.  Mr.  Palma,  I  think. 

Q.  Who  is  the  minister  of  the  interior) — A.  Mr.  Portuondo. 

Q.  Who  is  the  minister  of  justice) — ^A.  Well,  I  may  know  the  name 
but  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  Well,  is  there  a  minister  of  justice  there) — ^A.  Oh,  yes;  I  know 
they  have  a  cabinet  there. 
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Q.  Any  moi6  miiiisterst — ^A.  Yes;  they  have  two  or  three  more. 

Q.  Now,  do  those  gentlemen,  except  Palma,  live  in  Gabitost — ^A.  All 
there. 

Q.  Performing  their  duties  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Have  they  ever  been  disturbed  T — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  a  legislative  assembly  T — ^A.  Well,  they  had  one  about 
a  year  ago  when  they  appointed  Gisneios. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  session  since  t — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  have  had  any  session  recently. 

Q.  Have  they  a  printing  press t — ^A.  Yes;  they  have  a  printing  press 
there.  I  say  they  have,  because  I  saw  a  paper  that  was  published  up 
there.    The  name  of  the  paper  was  Ouba. 

Q.  Is  it  an  organ  of  the  insurgents f — ^A.  Yes;  it  is  an  organ  of  the 
insurgents. 

Q.  Is  it  printed  regularly! — ^A.  I  do  not  know.    I  only  saw  a  copy. 

By  Senator  Mobqan: 

Q.  Have  they  a  post-office  department! — A.  Yes;  a  postmaster- 
generaL 
Q.  And  postage  stamps! — ^A.  And  postage  stamps. 

By  Senator  Davis: 

4^  Howdotheycarry  the  mail  over  the  island! — ^A.  Well,  they  have 
their  own  means  to  cany  letters. 

Q.  In  cases  of  battles  do  the  Spanish  troops  give  quarter  or  do  they 
take  prisoners! — ^A.  In  a  great  many  cases  they  do  not  give  quarter. 

Q.  How  about  the  insurgents;  do  they  give  quarter  or  take  prison- 
ers!— ^A.  Yes;  they  g^ve  quarter  and. take  prisoners  and  give  them  an 
invitation  to  join  the  rebel  army.  If  they  do  not  accept  it  they  give 
them  parole. 

Q.  What  do  the  Spaniards  do  with  the  prison#^rs  they  take!— A.  Kill 
them. 

Q.  Is  that  a  universal  practice! — ^A.  Fes,  sir;  universal  practice. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  the  Spanish  butcher  their  prisoners! — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Universally!— ^A.  Universally;  yes,  sir. 

Q-  Are  any  women  fighting  in  the  insurgent  ranks! — A.  No;  they  do 
not  fight,  but  they  are  with  the  soldiers,  because  they  are  wives  or 
relatives  or  something,  and  join  the  ranks. 

Q.  What  do  the  Spaniards  do  with  the  women  when  they  catch 
them! — ^A.  Kill  them. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  they  kill  them  the  same  as  men! — ^A.  They 
kill  them ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  they  do  with  the  children! — A.  Kill  them. 

Q«  Do  you  mean  that  to  the  full  extent  of  what  you  say,  that  they 
kill  men,  women,  and  children! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  soldiers  treat  women  when  they  catch  them! — A  Oh, 
insult  them. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  by  insult  them  they  ravish  them ;  do  you  know  any- 
thing of  that  kind! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  these  statements  yon  have  made  impress  me  very  seriously 
and  I  want  to  be  certain.  Am  I  to  understand  that  in  case  of  an 
engagement  the  Spanish  troops  give  no  quarter,  and  that  either  then 
or  after  the  engagement  l^hey  kill  every  insurgent,  man,  woman,  and 
child! — ^A.  WeU,  not  the  insurgents,  because  they  never  have  that 
chance  and  could  not. 

Q.  No,  not  the  insurgents,  but  I  ask  if  the  Spanish  troops  do  that! — 
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A.  They  do  not  do  that  to  the  insurgents,  because  the  insurgents  never 
allow  them  to  do  that;  but  the  general  rule  is  when  they  have  a  battle 
the  insurgents  retire  and  the  Spanish  troops  come  in,  and  any  person 
they  find  in  the  neighborhood  they  kill — men^  women,  and  childreui  Bon> 
combatants. 

By  Senator  Mobgak  : 

Q.  When  you  were  taken  as  a  prisoner  you  were  taken  by  General 
Weyler's  order,  were  you — ^you  and  your  brother  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  confined  in  a  house t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  we  were  isolated. 

Q.  I  know;  but  you  were  confined  in  a  house T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long! — A.  Eight  days. 

Q.  During  that  time  were  any  charges  at  all  presented  against  you  t — 
A.  No,  sir;  not  one. 

Q.  Did  you  demand  charges  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  Well,  are  you  an  American  citizen  t — ^A«  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Fully  naturalized  Y — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Got  your  papers  and  allt — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  ago  did  that  take  placet — ^A.  About  thirteen  yean. 

Q.  And  you  have  been  known  as  an  American  citizen  since  yoa  have 
been  in  Oubat — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  Did  Weyler  allow  you  to  have  any  communication  with  the  Amer- 
ican  consult — A.  Ko,  sir.  • 

Q.  He  refused  it! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  desired  it  and  he  refused  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  no  charges  were  made  against  you! —A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  required  to  make  a  declaration  t — ^A.  Yes,  air;  they 
asked  me  two  or  three  different  questions. 

Q.  And  after  that,  did  they  release  yout — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  after  that! — A.  Twenty-four  hours,  I  think. 

Q.  Then  you  were  ordered  to  leave  t — A.  Yes,  sir.'  * 

Q.  Leaving  on  the  next  steamer  f^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  brought  your  wife  and  family  with  yout — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  children  have  yout — A.  Two  children. 

Q.  Do  the  Cubans  get  any  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  villages  or 
people Y — ^A.  Yes;  they  get  them  from  Habana. 

Q.  How  do  they  get  themt — ^A.  Exactly,  I  do  not  know  the  way  they 
manage  it,  but  I  know  they  get  all  they  need.  I  heard  the  people  talk 
about  that. 

Q.  The  people  supply  them  ^  of  course  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  tnere  is  any  order  of  the  Spanish  Ck>veni- 
ment  to  prevent  the  landing  of  arms  or  munitions  of  warf — ^A.  They  do 
not  allow  any  sale  of  arms  in  the  city  of  Habana.  You  do  not  find  in 
any  store  any  rifles  or  any  of  those  hunting  guns.  Yon  do  not  find 
anything  of  that  kind  in  the  city  of  Habana. 

Q.  The  sale  of  them  is  prohibited f — A.  Yes;  as  contraband  of  war. 
And  now  I  hear  the  later  report  is  they  consider  com  as  a  contraband 
of  war,  too. 

Q.  Well,  you  raise  com  in  plenty  in  the  interior  of  Cuba,  do  yon 
notf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  crops  of  corn  can  you  raise  in  a  year  in  the  interior  of 
Gubaf — ^A.  Well,  horses  are  contraband  of  war,  too,  and. the  people  of 
Cuba  can  not  have  horses.  They  have  to  give  all  the  horses  to  the 
Government  as  contraband  of  war;  and  naw  com  is  a  contraband  of 
war,  too.  The  trade  of  Habana  has  been  wretched.  They  have  no 
trade.    All  grocery  stores  are  empty;  nobody  spends  a  single  cent  in 
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may  store.  They  have  no  money,  and  the  Spanish  people  have  been 
going  away  £rom  the  Island  of  Gaba. 

Q.  Do  yon  have  any  paper  money  at  all  in  Oubaf — ^A.  No,  sir:  they 
have  sUver  and  copper  and  gold.  I  believe  the  Spanish  people  in  Cfnba— 
those  in  business — are  all  in  favor  of  the  rebellion,  because  if  the  Span- 
ish Government  takes  possession  of  the  island  again  they  will  have  to 
pay  the  last  debt  and  this  additional  debt  They  have  to  pay  about 
$35,000  a  day,  and  this  is  the  interest  of  the  debt;  but  they  do  not 
know  how  much  the  debt  is.  They  call  it  $35,000  a  day,  and  every 
day.    They  get  it  from  the  costom- house. 

Senator  Moeoan.  Now  I  will  read  this  paper  to  yon. 

Senator  Morgan  read  the  paper,  as  follows: 

To  the  Hon4>rable  OhaimMM  of  the  Foreign  Belaiions  OommitUej  United 
States  BenaU. 

Deab  Sib:  On  the  12th  day  of  September,  1895, 1  received  author- 
ity from  the  inspector-general  to  organize  and  maintain  sanitary  dele- 
gations at  different  i)oints  throughout  the  island  of  Cuba.  I  have  now 
in  my  possession  the  original  copy  of  said  certificate  of  permission, 
signed  officially.  . 

The  bylaws  were  approved  on  November  18, 1895,  copy  of  which  I 
hand  yon  herewith.  I  would  call  special  attention  to  article  2  of  chapter 
1,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  I  was  permitted  to  constitute  neutral  camps. 

I,  with  some  other  doctors  and  Christian  people,  some  of  whom  were 
American  citizens,  organized  the  White  Gross,  in  conformity  with  said 
bylaws. 

While  General  Oampos  was  in  command  the  rules  o^  civilized  war- 
fare were  strictly  enforced  by  his  orders. 

After  General  Weyler  assumed  command  we  were  summoned  before 
him  and  instructed  not  to  treat  or  otherwise  care  for  sick  and  wounded 
among  the  soldiers  of  the  insurgents,  as  we  had  been  permitted  to  do 
under  the  administration  of  General  Oampos. 

Since  the  time  General  Weyler  has  been  in  command  we  have  treated 
about  700  Spanish  soldiers,  each  case  being  reported  to  him,  at  a  cost 
to  as  of  about  $5,000,  and  Wore  he  assumed  command  we  had  treated 
about  1,300  Spanish  soldiers. 

During  the  time  General  Campos  was  in  command  our  delegations 
treated  tiie  sick  and  wounded  of  both  the  insurgents  and  the  Spanish 
alike. 

During  the  prosecution  of  this  work  I  have  been  a  great  deal  out  on 
the  fields  and  have  had  good  opportunities  of  making  observations  of 
the  practices  and  character  of  the  warfare  of  both  armies. 

I  have  seen  the  general  order  issued  by  Gen.  Maximo  Gomez,  direct- 
ing that  all  prisoners  captured  from  the  Spanish  army  should  be  treated 
with  proper  consideration.  That  first  they  should  be  disarmed,  then 
offered  an  opportunity  to  join  the  insurgent  ranks.  If  they  declined 
to  do  this  voluntarily  then  they  must  be  released  without  parole  and 
escorted  to  some  point  of  safety.  The  same  order  further  directed  that 
Spanish  prisoners  who  were  either  sick  or  wounded  should  be  nursed 
and  careftally  treated  until  well  when,  if  they  do  not  desire,  voluntarily, 
to  join  the  insurgent  ranks,  they  must  be  released  and  conveyed  under 
military  escort  to  a  point  of  safety.  It  was  also  ordered  by  General 
Gomez  that  no  women  should  be  molested  or  interiered  with  by  any 
insurgent  soldiers  under  {penalty  of  death. 

Those  entire  general  orders  are  now  in  force  and  have  been  since  the 


352  CONDITION  OF  AFFAIR8   IN   CUBA. 

beginning  of  the  insurrection.  They  are  very  positive,  and  severe 
penalties  are  provided  for  their  violation. 

From  my  personal  observation  I  know  these  orders  have  been  strictly 
enforced.  I  know  of  one  instance  where,  in  the  town  of  Jamaica,  an 
insurgent  soldier  violated  these  orders  by  laying  his  hands  upon  a 
woman  with  criminal  intent.  For  this  ofi'ense  he  was  ordered  to  be 
shot,  and  I  saw  his  body  after  he  had  been  executed. 

I  have  personal  knowledge  of  this  order  in  regard  to  the  release  of 
prisoners  having  been  complied  with. 

At  Peralego  I  saw  General  Maceo  return  to  General  Campos,  at  Bal- 
lamo,  about  150  prisoners,  and  at  Gamaguaui  I  saw  Bego  return  to  the 
Spanish  authorities  100  prisoners. 

I  have  also  had  opportunities  for  observing  the  methods  of  warfare 
and  cruelties  practiced  by  General  ^eyler.  It  is  well  known  to  the 
residents  of  Cuba  that  his  record  is  one  of  cruelty  and  blood.  I  can 
substantiate  the  following  incidents  which  have  come  under  my  own 
observation. 

At  Menocol  farm,  near  Managua,  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1896, 1 
was  called  to  attend  a  woman  who  had  been  shot,  the  bullet  entering 
her  shoulder  and  ranging  down  her  spinal  column,  f  saw  her  at  4  p.  nu 
The  circumstances  as  related  to  me  by  her  husband  were  as  follows: 

He  was  engaged  plowing  near  his  own  home  and  the  woman,  his  wife, 
was  in  the  field  with  him  dropping  the  seed.  As  soon  as  the  Spanisdi 
soldiers,  under  command  of  General  Euiz,  approached  in  view,  they 
(the  Spanish  soldiers)  commenced  firiug.  Both  the  husband  and  wife 
lay  down  on  the  ground,  and  in  that  jiosition  she  was  shot.  As  the 
husband  was  lying  down  he  held  a  small  limb  of  a  tree;  this  was 
struck  with  one  of  the  shots.  I  treated  the  wound.  They  were  uoii* 
combatants,  unarmed,  and  pursuing  their  legitimate  vocation  in  their 
own  field;  their  only  ofi'ense  was  that  they  were  Cubans.  There  were 
at  the  time  no  insurgents  within  20  miles  of  them. 

On  February  22, 1896, 1  was  present  at  the  city  of  Punta  Braba 
where  a  battle  was  fought  between  the  insurgents  and  the  Spanish 
under  command  of  Captain  Calvo.  The  insurgents  retreated.  The 
Spanish  troops  then  went  to  Guatao,  a  suburb  about  2  miles  distant. 
The  insurgents  were  not  there  and  had  not  been  there.  The  Spanish 
soldiers  at  once  commenced  to  shoot  private  citizens  indiscriminately 
on  the  streets  or  in  their  houses,  wherever  they  found  them,  until  they 
had  killed  six  or  seven  men  (noncombatants). 

The  soldiers  then  went  into  different  homes  and  gathered  together  17 
men;  they  tied  these  together  two  and  two,  binding  their  hands  and 
arms  together.  Among  the  number  was  Mr.  Ladislao  Quiutero,  an 
American  citizen,  who  they  found  in  his  own  home,  sick  in  bed.  He 
informed  the  captain  that  he  was  an  American  citizen  and  protested 
against  being  molested.  Captain  Calvo  said  he  wanted  hfan,  too,  and 
forced  him  to  go,  bound  with  the  others.  When  they  were  all  tied  they 
were  taken  out  together  on  the  street  and  commanded  t<o  kneel  down. 
After  they  had  done  so,  then  the  whole  company  fired  on  them  by  com- 
mand of  the  captain.  The  whole  of  the  17  were  killed,  except  Mr. 
Quintero.  He  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm  and  the  man  to  whom  he 
was  tied  was  killed  with  all  the  others.  This  all  occurred  at  7.30  p.  m., 
on  February  22,  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  wives  and  children  of 
the  unfortunate  men.  Mr.  Quintero  was  about  21  years  of  age,  bom  in 
Key  West,  Fla.  The  man  to  whom  he  was  tied,  Mr.  Pedro  Amador, 
was  17  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Pedro  Amador  was  not  killed  by  the  gunshot  wound  he  received, 
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but  one  of  the  Spanish  soldiers  stepped  forward  to  his  prostrate  body 
and  beat  him  to  death  with  the  butt  eud  of  his  gun  while  he  was  stiU 
tied  to  Mr.  Quintero,  the  American  citizen.  I  was  present  and  saw  this 
entire  proceeding.  When  I  returned  to  Habana  I  learned  that  Mr. 
Quintero  was  in  Morro  Castle,  a  prisoner,  where  he  remained  until  April 
11  without  having  his  wound  dressed.    On  April  11  he  was  released. 

I  am  informed  by  persons  in  Habana,  who  hare  beeu  prisoners  in 
Morro  Castle,  that  there  are  in  this  prison  as  many  as  100  prisoners  con- 
fined in  one  small  room.  That  in  the  morning  they  are  furnished  with 
only  three  pails  of  water.  This  is  generally  used  up  by  11  o'cloci  a.  m. 
and  they  are  not  allowed  any  more  until  the  following  morning. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Edward  Delgado,  from  Banao,  an  American  citi- 
zen who  has  a  claim  against  the  Spanish  Government,  his  papers  being 
on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  you  will  find  by 
reference  thereto  that  I  was  the  physician  who  certified  to  his  wounds. 
I  am  familiar  with  this  case,  and  it  is  a  very  aggravated  case  of  extreme 
cruelty  to  a  private  American  citizen  at  his  own  home  without  provo- 
cation. 

The  following  is  only  a  few  of  the  many  cruel  incidents  that  have 
occurred  while  I  was  present: 

When  the  military  courts  inflicted  the  sentence  of  perpetual  imprison- 
ment in  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Sabourin,  Garcia,  and  others,  the  Captain- 
General  protested  against  their  leniency  and  asked  for  the  infliction  of 
the  death  penalty. 

On  the  i2th  of  March  I  was  called  by  the  sanitary  delegation  of  our 
Bociety  in  the  town  of  Calvario  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  the  case 
of  a  young  man  of  19  years,  who  was  wounded  in  the  peaceful  pursuit 
of  his  business — that  of  a  milk  dealer.  He  was  driving  into  the  town 
in  his  milk  cart  when  two  soldiers  fired  on  him  from  an  amoush  withov^ 
any  warning,  breaking  his  right  leg. 

I  assisted  in  carrying  the  man  to  his  home,  and  then  maae  an  exami- 
nation of  his  wound  and  found  that  the  bones  of  his  leg  had  been  frac- 
tured in  such  a  manner  that  amputation  was  necessary.  I  found  that 
the  bullet  used  was  an  explosive  one  made  as  follows:  An  outside  cov- 
ering of  copper  filled  with  lead,  which  results  in  the  copper  covering 
flattening  against  the  lead  and  scattering  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
destroy  all  surrounding  tissues  and  compound  the  fractures  of  the 
bones. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  at  the  corner  of  Beina  and  Aguila  streets, 
Habana,  I  found  a  crowd  collected  around  a  prostrate  man,  and,  as  a 
member  of  the  White  Cross  Society,  I  proceeded  to  render  him  what- 
ever aid  was  necessary.  I  found  the  man  dead,  and  counted  and  made 
an  examination  of  his  wounds.  He  had  71  bayonets  wounds,  7  of 
which  were  through  the  heart  and  several  though  the  eyes.  He  also 
had  4  cuts  with  the  machete  on  the  head,  the  skull  being  tractured  into 
small  pieces.  The  ferocity  of  the  soldiers  was  also  shown  by  the  marks 
in  the  sidewalk  made  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet  after  having  passed 
through  the  prostrate  form  of  the  man.  The  cause  of  the  killing  was 
as  follows:  The  murdered  man  was  in  a  dry  goods  store  purchasing 
cloth  when  the  two  soldiers  entered  and.  after  insulting  the  proprietor, 
took  this  man  out  and  killed  him  in  the^anner  related,  saying  he  was 
an  insurgent.  The  man  had  no  arms  whatever  on  his  person,  and  could 
noty  therefore,  defend  himself  in  any  way.  I  wrote  out  a  statement  of 
his  wounds  and  gave  it  to  the  judge  in  the  case,  ii^ho  holds  a  position 
similar  to  that  of  coroner  in  this  country. 

On  the  14th  of  the  same  mouth  I,  as  vice-president  of  the  White 
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Cross  Society,  leceived  a  report  from  the  town  of  Artemisa,  telling  me 
that  the  Spanish  troops  under  Gen.  Snarez  Inclau  had  bombarded  an 
insurgent  hospital,  killingover50  wounded  men  who  were  receivingtreat- 
ment  there,  and  that  the  surp:eon  had  been  compelled  to  flee  to  Uabana 
hidden  in  a  cart.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Habana  he  confirmed  the  report 
made  to  me.  In  Artemisa  the  ladies  of  our  society  had  two  hospitals, 
one  for  wounded  Spaniards  and  one  for  wounded  Cubans,  the  latter 
being  the  one  bombarded,  as  told.  The  insurgent  forces  have  entered 
the  town  of  Artemisa  several  times,  but  have  never  disturbed  the 
Spanish  hospital,  although  they  could  have  easily  done  so  if  they 
wished. 

Another  insurgent  hospital  in  the  town  of  Paso  Beal,  Province  of 
Pinar  Del  Kio.  was  also  destroyed  by  the  Spaniards,  killing  all  the 
wounded  inmates.  It  is  reported  that  at  the  time  of  destruction  there 
were  about  200  wounded  Cubans  in  it. 

The  same  thing  was  done  with  another  hospital  in  Siguanea,  Province 
of  Santa  Clara. 

Notwithstanding  the  proclamation  of  the  Captain-General  that  all 
those  surrendering  would  be  pnrdoned,  Mr.  Aleman,  who  surrendered, 
and  who  also  had  a  wound  in  the  hand,  was  shot  a  few  days  later  on 
the  plea  that  his  wound  showed  that  he  had  been  fighting. 

In  the  woman's  jail  in  Habana  there  is  a  lady  who  has  been  imprisoned 
for  the  last  six  months  solely  because  she  is  suspected  of  being  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  insurgents'  cause  and  because  she  has  two  brothers  in 
the  insurgent  army.  There  are  imprisoned,  as  rebel  sympathizers, 
several  children,  the  age  of  the  youngest  being  11  years. 

When  an  armed  force  approaches  any  of  the  interior  towns  there  is 
great  excitement  and  consternation  until  it  is  ascertained  whether  they 
are  Spanish  troops  or  insurgent  forces.  If  insurgent  forces  there  is 
immediate  tranquillity,  as  they  do  not  destroy  anything  unless  there  are 
Spanish  forces  located  there.  But  if  the  approaching  troops  torn  out 
to  be  Spanish  forces  there  is  great  confusion  and  fear,  as  the  Spaniards 
not  only  sack  the  town  but  steal  all  they  desire  and  also  take  all  detach- 
able woodwork  to  be  used  in  building  their  huts.  They  destroy  every- 
thing that  comes  in  their  way,  take  complete  possession  of  the  housea, 
violate  women  in  many  cases,  and  commit  nuisances  in  the  middle  of 
the  streets.  They  claim  to  go  into  the  towns  for  the  purpose  of  defend* 
ing  them  against  the  insurgents,  but  on  the  approach  of  the  latter  tbey 
take  refuge  in  the  houses  and  do  not  come  out  until  the  town  is  set  fire 
to  by  the  insurgents  for  the  purpose  of  driving  them  out.  I  have 
personally  seen  all  this  in  more  than  ten  cases. 

On  the  13th  of  March  I  went  to  the  town  of  Caimito  for  the  purpose 
of  leaving  medicines,  bandages,  etc.  On  arriving  there  I  was  informed 
that  there  were  two  wounded  children  at  the  farm  known  as  ^<  Bala- 
driga."  I  went  to  their  assistance,  but  found  they  had  already  received 
medical  treatment.  The  eldest  of  these  was  1  year  and  6  months  old, 
and  bad  suffered  a  fracture  of  the  right  arm  caused  by  a  bullet  wonnd. 
The  other  was  3  months  old  and  had  suffered  a  fracture  of  the  lower 
Jaw  from  a  similar  cause.  I  was  informed  that  2  miles  firom  this  place 
the  insurgents  had  attacked  a  troop-laden  train  without  success.  The 
Spanish  troops  left  the  train  to  reconnoiter  and  took  the  road  on  which 
the  insurgents  had  passed.  On  this  road  lived  the  mother  of  these  two 
children.  Fearing  that  some  harm  might  befall  them,  she  decided  to 
seek  shelter  elsewhere.  Upon  her  appearance  at  the  door  with  two 
children  in  her  arms,  she  was  fired  at  with  the  above  results.  These 
Spanish  troops  were  under  Commander  Calizto  Koiz. 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS   IN  CUBA.  355 

On  the  19th  of  March  I  went  with  my  brother,  Alfred,  to  the  town  of 
Bainoa  for  the  parpose  of  attending  to  Mr.  Yenancio  Pino,  70  yearn  of 
age,  who  was  woanded  at  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Delgado.  I  fonn^that  he 
had  several  slight  bnllet  wonuds  in  the  head,  bnt  lus  right  arm  had  been 
horribly  firactnred,  necessitating  ampntation  at  the  shoulder  joint.  The 
bone  had  been  fractured  into  many  pieces,  and  was  caused  by  a  bullet 
similar  to  the  one  in  the  case  of  the  milk  dealer  spoken  of  before. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  at  the  farms  near  the  town  of  Gampo  Florida, 
the  Spanish  troop  under  Commander  Fondevilla  assassinated  Mr. 
Bamon  Casteilanos,  19  years  of  age ;  Joaquin  Medina,  14  years  old ;  Jose 
J.  Ochoa,  30  years,,  and  a  schoolmaster  35  years  of  age:  Domingo 
Lnzans,  36  years ;  Margarito  Zarza,  50  years ;  Gamilo  Gejas,  40  years  old; 
Jose  ValdeS;  14  years  old;  Manuel  Martinez,  40  years  old.  These  were 
buried  at  a  point  between  the  sugar  estate  of  Tivo  Tivo  and  the 
town,  the  Spaniards  forcing  the  victims  to  dig  their  own  graves  before 
murdering  them. 

For  the  purpose  of  brevity,  I  will  give  the  number  of  noncombatants 
assassinated  each  day.  I  have  their  names  and  can  fiimish  them  if 
required. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  4. 

On  the  15th,  between  Oampo  Florida  and  the  sugar  estate  of  FeUda, 
10,  whose  corpses  were  left  without  interment.  ^ 

On  the  same  day,  on  the  road  between  Ouanabacoa  and  Bacuranao^ 
5  persons,  2  of  whom  were  cousins  of  mine. 

Over  100  i>er8ons  were  shot  within  a  radius  of  10  miles  and  not  distant 
more  than  6  miles  from  Habana,  and  within  a  period  of  fifteen  days. 

AU  of  these  were  noncombatants. 

The  case  against  Julio  Sanguilly,  the  imprisoned  American  citizen, 
is  pnrposdy  delayed  so  as  to  keep  him  incarcerated. 

In  the  case  of  my  brother  and  myself,  we  were  x)erBecuted  for  the 
reason  that  we  were  American  citizens  and  had  charge  of  American 
church  institutions  in  Habana. 

During  the  excitement  attending  the  passage  of  the  belligerency 
resolutions  in  Gongress  two  dynamite  bombs  were  placed  in  the  church 
and  exploded  while  we  were  holding  service,  but  only  resulted  in  the 
breaking  of  glass  and  causing  a  panic  in  the  congregation.  Our  house 
was  searched,  but  nothing  incriminating  was  found,  but  we  were 
arrested  and  imprisoned  eight  days,  being  released  on  the  condition 
that  we  leave  Guba  immediately.  I  would  say  that  no  charges  were 
made  against  us.    We  immediately  left;  Guba. 

Mr.  Toledo,  an  American  citizen  employed  as  a  Bible  distributer  by 
the  American  Bible  Society,  was  imprisoned  in  the  town  of  Jaruco, 
and  has  mysteriously  disappeared,  and  it  is  believed  that  he  has  been 
murdered. 

My  brother  and  I  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  laying  these  facts  before 

your  committee  and  to  urge  the  honorable  Senate  to  either  recognize 

the  belligerency  of  the  Gubans  or  to  have  the  United  States  intervene 

or  the  sake  of  humanity  and  civilization.    Those  are  the  only  methods 

of  putting  a  stop  to  these  frightftd  barbarities. 

Tours,  respectfully,  A*  J.  Diaz. 

Senator  Mobgan.  Do  you  swear  to  all  that! 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  MOBaAN.  Then  please  sign  it. 
The  witness  then  signed  the  paper. 


STATEMENT  OF  MB.  WILLIAM  D.  SMITH,  ON  THE   3D  BAY  OF 

JUNE,  1897. 

Mr.  SMITH  was  sworn  by  Mr.  Davis,  cliairiniiii  of  the  committee, 
Seuators  Clark  and  Morgau  subcommittee. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  your  name  and  age! — A.  William  D.  Smitli;  I 
am  inmj^  forty- third  year;  I  was  bom  ou  the  20th  day  of  February,  so 
I  have  had  but  ten  birthdays. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  belong  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States  T — A.  Yes, 
sir.* 

Q.  Did  you  hold  any  office!  If  so,  what! — A.  I  went  into  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  first  place,  as  an  enlisted  man,  Apiil  1, 
1879,  and  rose  .to  the  rank  of  first  sergeant,  and  then  passed  an  exami- 
nation for  a  commission,  under  a  request  from  my  company  commander. 
I  was  appointed. 

Q.  When  did  you  resign,  if  you  did  resign! — A.  In  1884,  at  Fort 
Lowell,  Ariz. 

Q.  In  what  occupation  have  you  been  since  that  time! — A.  I  prac- 
ticed law  to  the  time  I  went  to  Cuba.  1  graduated  at  Harvard  Law 
School,  and  read  law  under  Senator  Edmunds.  I  was  in  Troop  F, 
Fourth  Cavalry,  Capt.  Wirt  Davis,  stationed  now  in  Texas. 

Q.  Where  did  you  practice  law! — A.  In  Ohio. 

Q,  When  did  you  js^o  to  Cuba! — A.  I  went  to  Cuba  in  1806.  Do  j^ou 
mean  when  I  arrived  there,  or  when  I  left  here!  I  arrived  in  Havana 
in  April,  1896. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Cuba  on  private  business,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
enlisting  in  the  Cuban  army! — A.  I  was  sent  there  by  some  Cubans. 
I  went  there  to  join  the  insurgents  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  What  body  of  insurgents  did  you  first  join  and  where! — A.  Gen- 
eral Swarra,  in  the  Province  of  Camaguey. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  with  him! — A.  I  joined  General  Swarra 
on  the  I5th  day  of  A^iril ;  was  with  him  just  two  months,  nearly,  to  a  day. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  an  office  in  the  army  under  him! — A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
will  make  an  explanation  of  that.  I  held  an  office  under  him;  that  is, 
afterwards  it  developed  that  way.  General  Gomez  gave  me  my  diploma, 
dating  it  from  the  hour  I  arrived  on  the  island — that  is,  he  did  not  then 
date  it,  but  gave  me  my  rank  from  the  hour  I  arrived.  The  Cubans  do 
not  use  the  word  commission ;  they  use  the  word  diploma.  I  have  with 
me  my  diploma,  and  that  is  it,  dated  the  18th  of  October  last.  It  isin 
Spanish,  of  course. 
356 
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Q.  Was  the  commission  antborized  by  the  civil  government f — A. 
Yesy  sir. 

(Witness  here  produced  his  commission  as  captain  in  the  Oabau 
army,  signed  by  Uomez,  and  dated  the  18th  of  October,  1896.) 

A«  (Contiimed.)  I  will  explain  about  that  as  to  who  gives  the  com- 
missions. The  general  in  chief  of  the  Guban  army,  according  to  their 
laws,  has  the  authority  to  give  a  man  a  rank  as  high  as  comandante, 
corresponding  to  a  major  with  us.  I  was  made  a  comandante  two  days 
before  1  left  camp;  but  the  government  had  not  acted  on  it,  and  I  do 
not  claim  the  rank  until  they  do.  He  can  appoint  officers  up  to  the  rank 
of  captain;  but  when  he  goes  above  that  he  recommends  a  man  and  the 
civil  government  acts  upon  his  recommendation. 

Q.  The  civil  goverumentf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  you  will  see  that  tho  gen- 
eral's seal  is  on  there. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  further  promotion  in  that  array  f — A.  Only 
as  I  tell  you.  When  I  left,  when  I  came  on  this  commission,  I  was 
recommended  for  coronndante. 

Q.  Equivalent  to  major  in  the  United  States  Army  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  rank  yon  now  hold? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  government  had  no 
time  to  act  on  it — they  were  in  Camaguey  and  we  were  in  La  Villos. 

Q.  You  do  not  have  your  diploma  as  comandante  Y — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  join  General  Gomez! — ^A.  The  16th  day  of  June, 
1896,  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga. 

Q.  Under  whose  orders? — A.  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  him  (I  had 
three  generals  to  report  to)  by  the  Cuban  government.  I  had  my 
choice  as  between  Antonio  Maceo,  Calixta  Garcia,  orGomez,  and  Gomez 
ba])pened  to  be  the  nearest  officer  after  I  got  into  Camaguey.  Swarra 
and  Gomez  were  in  one  end  of  the  Province,  and  when  they  came 
together  I  left  Swarra  and  went  to  Gomez. 

Q.  Where  was  he  when  you  joined? — A.  At  Saratoga.  It  was 
daring  that  fight. 

Q.  He  was  in  the  midst  of  the  battle  when  you  joined  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  win  that  fightf — A.  He  gaveGeueralCat<alanio  a  thorough 
thrashing.  The  Spanish  acknowledged  they  were  defeated.  It  was 
one  of  the  battles  in  which  they  never  denied  they  were  whipped. 

Q.  In  what  Province? — A.  At  Camaguey,  7  leagues  from  Puerto 
Principe — 21  miles.  They  fought  two  days,  and  General  Gomez  drove 
them  off  the  field  and  fired  at  their  troops  as  they  entered  into  Puerto 
Principe,  and  then  camped  on  the  ground  three  days. 

Q.  What  were  their  relative  losses,  killed  and  wounded? — ^A.  The 
Cubans  lost  68 — that  is  their  official  report — killed,  and  110  wounded. 
The  Spanish  loss  we  do  not  know  exactly,  although  I  witnessed  some 
180  dug  up  and  counted  by  the  general's  order.  The  only  way  the 
Cubans  have  of  ascertaining  the  los^  of  the  Spanish  is  by  digging  them 
np.  They  bury  their  dead  and  Cubans  dig  them  up  and  count  them. 
Then  they  are  reburied  at  once,  without  other  disturbance. 

Q.  Where  are  they  buried? — ^A.  Just  where  they  fall. 

Q«  During  that  fight? — A.  Yes,  sir.  You  have  to  bury  a  dead  man 
about  as  quick  as  he  drops;  if  you  don't  there  will  be  no  staying  there. 

Q,  Have  you  been  constantly  with  Gomez  from  that  time  until  the 
time  yon  left  Cuba? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  exception,  of  course,  of 
being  sent  from  time  to  time  in  charge  of  commissions,  I  have  been 
constantly  under  his  orders  until  the  2d  day  of  last  month. 

Q.  What  was  the  longest  time  you  were  absent  from  his  command? — 
A.  Twenty  days  was  the  longest  time  I  was  ever  absent.  He  sent  me 
on  a  commission  to  a  sugar  plantation  to  see  about  the  permits. 
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Q.  Was  that  before  Gk)mez  had  been  down  to  the  west  of  Pinar  del 
Eio,  or  after? — ^A.  Before;  I  joined  after  he  went  down  there. 

Q.  Did  you  go  with  him  through  Pinar  del  Riof — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were^  then,  with  him  on  his  great  march  t — A.  Oh,  no;  that  is 
a  mistake ;  I  was  not.  This  great  march  of  his  was  before  I  joined  bim. 
That  march  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other  was  previous. 
When  he  came  back  from  Pinar  del  Rio,  then  I  joined  him.  After  the 
fight  at  Saratoga,  ten  or  fifteen  days,  allowing  sufiicient  time  to  rest  his 
troops,  he  made  a  trip  down  to  the  Orient  to  visit  Calixta  Garcia,  whom 
he  had  not  seen  since  the  ten-year  war,  and  we  found  him  near  Santiago. 
There  was  no  fight  on  the  way,  although  we  had  several  battles  after 
we  got  there  and  he  had  met  his  old  comrade. 

Q.  After  that,  did  he  go  to  Pinar  del  Eiof — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  since  I 
have  been  with  him. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  other  important  engagements  in  which  Gomez 
was  in  command? — A.  I  have  been  in  every  engagement  he  has  been 
in.  I  have  a  record  of  them,  but  do  not  have  it  here.  There  were 
42  engagements  I  have  been  in  with  General  Gomez,  besides  little 
skirmishes  I  did  not  count.  It  is  a  dash  and  a  few  shots  and  get  out 
of  the  way  where  they  outnumber  you.  There  were  242  engagements 
where  he  stood  his  ground  and  camx)ed  on  the  ground  of  the  Spaniards, 
the  last  engagement  just  a  few  days  before  I  left,  when  General  Gomez 
and  General  Weyler  met  for  the  first  time. 

Q.  Where  was  that? — A.  At  La  Reforma. 

Q.  A  sugar  estate? — A.  No,  sir;  not  a  sugar  estate;  it  is  a  cattle 
range;  the  most  beautiful  place,  I  think,  in  La  Villias.  It  is  General 
Gomez's  favorite  camping  ground,  because  his  son  was  born  there. 

Q.  How  did  the  last  battle  wind  up? — ^A.  General  Weyler  withdrew 
the  troops  and  went  to  Puerto  Principe  and  Gomez  camped  on  the 
ground. 

.  Q.  How  many  troops  were  en  gaged? — A.  Gomez  had  1,500,  or  possibly 
2,000 — I  am  trying  to  get  this  as  near  right  as  possible — I  do  not  want 
to  overestimate.  The  Spanish  had  20,000  men — ^General  Weyler  had 
20,000  troops  with  him. 

Q.  20,000  in  bodies  within  reach  of  each  other? — A.  No,  sir;  20,000 
men  right  in  the  fight  at  one  time;  not  in  a  mass,  in  any  one  body,  but 
he  had  20,000  in  columns.  The  fighting  down  there  requires  explana- 
tion. It  seems  ridiculous  that  1,500  men  would  stand  and  fight  20,000, 
but  the  Spaniards  always  march  in  a  column  of  1,000  men  and  1  piece 
of  artillery — 1  cannon.  They  came  into  Refer  ma  in  twenty  different 
directions.  The  trap  was  being  laid  by  General  Weyler  to  capture 
General  Gomez.  The  General  was  cognizant  of  it  for  two  weeks,  and 
waited  for  them  to  come.  The  way  he  fought  those  20,000,  he  would 
have  100  men  fight  one  column,  and  50  men  fight  another  column,  and 
100  men  fight  another,  and  75  still  another  column,  and  so  on,  and  he 
stood  them  off  like  that.  I  have  known  10  Cubans  to  hold  a  Spanish 
column  of  1,000  men  until  General  Gomez  could  get  together  his 
impedimenta  and  get  out — hold  them  at  a  dead  standstill.  I  account 
for  it  by  the  reason  that  the  Spaniards  thought  that  there  was  a  trap, 
an  ambuscade,  and  they  would  not  run  into  it.  That  is  General 
Gomez's  tactics;  he  has  done  it  several  times. 

Q.  What  is  the  area  of  that  estate? — ^A.  Between  ten  and  twelve 
thousand  acres. 

Q.  What  were  the  losses  in  the  battle  of  La  Reforma? — As  The  last  one? 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — ^A.  The  Ouban  losses  were  26,  I  think,  killed,  during 
the  two  days'  fighting. 
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Q.  How  many  dayst— A.  Two  days. 

Q.  How  many  wounded? — A.  The  wounded  it  is  hard  to  estimate. 
We  never  know  the  exact  number  wounded,  because  so  many  are" 
wounded  who  do  not  pay  any  attention  to  it.  I  saw  one  man  wounded 
who  was  shot  with  a  Mauser  bullet,  which  passed  rif::ht  throu|;h  him, 
and  we  never  knew  anything  about  it  for  two  days.  That  seems  almost 
miraculous,  but  it  is  true.  1  suppose  you  have  seen  that  Mauser  bullet. 
The  lead  is  covered  by  some  metal.  I  can  show  you  a  wound  that  you 
would  have  said,  if  it  had  happened  with  any  other  cartridge,  that  I 
would  have  had  to  have  an  amputation.  One  went  right  through  my 
ankle,  and  I  was  only  in  the  hos])ital  two  hours — long  enough  to  have 
it  done  up.  The  bullet  does  not  make  any  fracture.  I  have  never  seen 
a  case  of  amputation  since  I  have  been  on  the  island,  and  it  does  not 
cause  septicaemia.  There  is  the  wound  [exhibiting].  The  bullet  entered 
here  [|K)inting  to  his  ankle]  and  came  ont  there.  I  was  never  laid  up 
a  minute.  The  doctor  in  camp  simply  dressed  it  with  iodoform  and  a 
little  antiseptic.  That  is  why  I  say  it  is  almost  impossible  to  give  an 
exact  account  of  the  wounded. 

Q.  About  how  manyf — A.  I  should  should  say  50  or  75. 

Q.  What  was  the  loss  to  the  Spauiardst — A.  Their  loss  was  180  or 
185  killed,  and  the  wounded  we  never  know,  although  in  getting  here 
after  leaving  camp  I  ran  across  a  practice — that  is,  a  guide — ^and  he  told 
us  he  had  guided  (leneral  Weyler's  forces  across  the  Eio  Sassa,  and  he 
got  it  from  the  soldiers  that  they  had  300  or  400  wounded. 

Q.  Weyler  was  in  personal  command  on  the  one  side  and  Gomez  on 
the  other  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  first  time  they  had  ever  met. 
The  New  York  Sun  gave  an  account  of  it. 

Q.  Where  did  Gomez's  troops  camp  after  that  battle? — ^A.  AtKeforma, 
on  the  battlefield.  He  has  always  marched  over  the  battlefield  since  I 
have  been  with  him. 

Q.  General  Gomez  is  commander  in  chief  of  the  Cuban  army  Y — A.  He 
calls  himself  the  general  in  chief.  The  commander  in  chief  is  Gisneros 
Betancourt. 

Q.  Under  whom  does  he  hold  his  commission? — A.  Under  the  Cuban 
Government.  He  has  a  diploma,  the  isame  as  I  have — I  have  seen  it — 
ouly,  of  course,  with  different  names  and  grades. 

Q.  Do  all  the  officers  hold  their  commissions  from  the  civil  govern- 
ment?— A.  Everything  above  a  captain. 

Q.  Does  Gomez  make  rei)ort  to  the  civil  government? — A.  Daily. 
They  may  not  get  them  daily,  but  there  is  a  daily  report  made  by 
Gomez  to  the  civil  government.  He  makes  them  up,  and  every  two  or 
three  days  they  are  sent  by  couriers.  Of  course,  there  may  be  a  jump 
of  a  day  or  two. 

Q.  Does  he  report  for  his  own  command  or  entire  army? — A.  For  the 
entire  army. 

Q.  The  army,  then,  is  divided  into A.  Into  six  army  corps. 

Q.  And  six  generals? — A.  Yes.  Those  army  corps  are  divided  into 
divisions,  and  those  divisions  into  regiments,  and  those  regiments  into, 
companies.    It  is  a  facsimile  of  our  Army  in  that  respect. 

Q.  He  receives  his  reports,  then,  from  the  six  army  corps  command- 
ers?— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  the  only  man  that  reports  to  the  government; 
the  others  all  report  to  him. 

Q.  How  are  the  coromnnieations  maintained  between  Gomez  at  his 
headquarters  and  these  other  five  corps? — A.  By  the  couriers — ^by  dis- 
patch. 

Q.  Are  the  communications  free,  certain,  and  rapid? — A.  They  have 
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tfaere  wbat  they  eall^that  is,  under  the  eontrol  d  tiie  eMl  goyeni* 
ment,  they  have  what  they  ealJ — ^their  mail  senriee,  which  readies  M 
over  the  lalaDiL  They  have  their  post-offioe  and  honaes,  and  they  call 
it  la  casa  pasta.    A  courier  rides  up  to  one  of  these  post^^cea 

By  Mr.  Cl^ASK: 

Q«  This  post-office  system  is  nnder  theCoban  dvil  government Y — A. 
Yes,  sir;  nnder  the  civil  government.  Gomez  has  only  to  do  with  the 
army;  the  post-office  is  exclusively  nnder  the  eivO  govemmenL 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  What  are  those  Spanish  namesf — A.  La  casa  posta,  that  is  a 
houiie  po8t-office,  a  depository  for  letters,  a  post-bonse.  General  Gomez 
wishes  to  send  a  commnnication  to  General  Garcia,  we  will  say.  The 
mail  lA  delivered  to  these  couriers,  who  do  not  do  anything  bnt  handle 
this  maiL  They  are  called  la  casa  posta  hombres,  the  post-bonse  men. 
lie  takes  these  packages  firom  Gomez  and  signs  his  receipt  to  Gromez. 
He  carries  that — ^the  distance  varies  from  5  to  6  leagues,  a  leagne  is  a 
trifle  over  3  American  miles — ^be  carries  it,  mounted  and  in  his  sad- 
dlebags, to  the  post-house.  Tbere  be  turns  it  over  to  another  man, 
who  receipts  to  him,  counts  the  different  packages  and  letters,  and 
receipts  the  number  be  receives  from  the  courier.  He  jumps  on  a  pony 
and  gr>es  right  on.  'So  matter  wbat  time  of  day  or  night,  be  is  com- 
pelled to  go  with  it,  and  so  it  goes  on  from  hand  to  band  nntO  it 
reaches  its  destination. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  method  by  which  commnnication  is  kept  between 
the  different  corps? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  any  local  telegraph  offices? — A.  No,  sir;  the  Gnban< 
do  not  allow  any  telegraph  offices.  Of  course^  when  the  war  started 
they  were  all  over  the  island,  bnt  the  wires  have  all  been  cut  down. 

By  Mr.  Gl ABK : 

Q.  It  wonld  seem  that  commnnication,  even  mail  service,  is  main- 
tained by  the  civil  government  and  not  by  the  armyf — ^A.  Gromez  has 
nothing  to  do  with  that,  not  the  management. 

By  Mr.  MoBOAN : 

Q.  Where  are  these  six  array  corps  located? — ^A.  The  first  army  corps 
is  under  command  of  Calixta  Garcia.  That  commences  at  Baraeoa,  and 
runs  to  the  Province  of  Camagaey.  Then  another  one  is  in  Gamagaey, 
commanded  by — General  Viga  is  in  command  of  this  army  corps,  called 
the  second  army  corps.  The  third  is  nnder  command  of  General 
Kiviera,  who  has  been  recently  taken  prisoner  and  is  now  in  Moro 
Castle.  Tills  is  in  the  extreme  west.  The  fourth  is  nnder  General 
Vegas;  the  fifth,  in  Havana  Province,  under  command  of  General  Rosa, 
a  Colombian,  and  the  sixth  is  through  here,  these  two  Provinces  [point- 
ing on  the  mapj,  in  command  of  General  Maria  Boderignes,  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Matanzas,  in  Santa  Clara. 

Q.  What  is  the  estimated  numerical  strength  of  these  six  army 
corps! — A.  The  strength  of  the  six  army  corps  at  the  last  report  was 
40,21G  armed  men — I  will  give  the  exact  figures — it  will  be  more  now. 
Three  exi)editiou8  have  landed  on  the  island  since  I  left  General  Gomez, 
and  the  strength  will  be  more  instead  of  less.  Every  expedition  that 
lands  with  arms  makes  the  strength  of  the  army  greater. 

Q.  Are  the  troops  waiting  for  arms? — A.  Always.  You  can  find  in 
Gomez's  army  all  the  way  from  500  to  1,000  men  waiting;  that  is,  in  the 
vicinity.    He  does  not,  of  course,  allow  them  in  the  immediate  camp. 
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Q.  If  Gomez  could  get  arms^  to  what  extent  coald  he  recruit  and 
maiiitaiu  his  army ! — A.  A  little  over  60,000. 

Q.  How  are  theae  army  corps  maintained  f — A«  What  do  yon  mean 
by  that — ^Iveingf 

Q.  Yes. — A.  That  is  managed  by — so  far  as  the  beef  is  concerned, 
they  manage  that  themselves,  but  the  vegetables  and  other  food — every- 
thing with  the  exception  of  beet^— is  handled  by  the  civil  government. 
It  supplies  them  to  tbe  army.  To  make  an  explanation,  the  civil  gov- 
ernment has  under  them  prefectos  and  snbprefectos  in  each  Province. 
In  each  of  the  Provinces  there  is  a  governor  and  three  lieutenant  gov- 
ernors. This  governor  and  these  three  lieutenant-governors  have  under 
them  prefectos  and  snbprefectos.  The  prefectos  act  the  same  and  are 
the  facsimile  of  our  justices  of  the  peace.  They  collect  the  government 
revenue  and  report  to  the  lieutenant-governor  of  the  district  they  are 
in;  the  lieutenant  governor  makes  his  report  to  the  governor,  and  the 
governor  makes  his  report  to  the  government.  They  have  to  have  a 
system  of  that  kind.  The  Oubans  are  collecting  the  tax  all  the  length 
of  this  island,  and  have  been  until  Gomez  objected  to  any  grinding  on 
the  Island  of  Cuba.  Gk)mez  is  opposed  to  having  any  grinding.  He 
thinks,  whether  a  foreigner  or  anybody  else  owns  the  property,  the 
property  should  be  destroyed  if  Spain  derives  any  revenue  from  it, 
and  if  the  Oubans  are  successful  they  can  settle  with  the  foreigner,  and 
if  not  it  devolves  on  the  Spanish  Government  to  settle.  The  govern- 
ment has  held  him  down,  and  he  has  held  his  point  so  far.  There  have 
been  a  few  ready  to  grind,  especially  in  the  Trinidad  Valley. 

Q.  Grind  sugar! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  a  tax  system  outside  of  this  license  for  grinding! — A. 
Not  at  present,  because  there  is  no  one  from  whom  to  collect  a  tax. 
All  the  good  Cubans  are  in  the  army.  There  may  be  a  few  in  the 
cities.  I  know  nothing  about  that,  but  there  is  not  a  Cuban  in 
the  island  in  the  interior  who  is  not  either  fighting  or  working  ten 
hours  a  day  to  support  those  who  are  fighting. 

Q.  Working  how  T — A.  Tilling  the  soil,  or  making  shoes  or  saddles, 
or  something  of  the  kind.  In  this  Province — Puerto  Principe— there  is 
a  shop  where  there  are  300  mechanics,  and  they  are  mechanics.  If  you 
could  see  some  of  the  work,  you  would  agree  with  me.  They  have 
almost  every  kind  of  machinery  conceivable  pertaining  to  the  work  in 
that  shop.  These  300  men  are  making  shoes.  The  hides  of  the  beeves 
killed  the  entire  length  of  the  island  are  collected  as  fast  as  they  are 
taken  off  the  animals,  and  they  are  taken  to  the  place  for  tanning,  up  in 
the  mountains,  and  then  the  leather  taken  to  a  shop.  Every  Province 
has  its  shop.  I  mention  this  one  in  Puerto  Principe  particularly 
because  it  is  the  best,  I  think.  You  can  go  there  with  a  horse  and 
come  away  with  a  new  saddle  and  bridle  and  your  horse  well  shod. 

Q.  Who  pays  themf — A.  The  men! 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  They  are  Cubans;  they  are  supposed  to  do  this  for 
nothing.  They  have  their  choice  to  enter  the  army  or  contribute  to  its 
support.  The^e  shops  are  all  under  the  management  of  the  civil  gov- 
ernment. Every  Cuban  on  the  Island  of  Cuba,  unless  he  has  run  away 
and  got  under  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  Government,  is  supposed 
to  have  a  gun  in  his  hand  or  be  working  for  those  who  have  a  gun ;  and 
they  do  it  with  a  royal  good  will.  These  men  work  ten  hours  a  day; 
the  pacificos  go  to  the  mountains  and  tiU  the  soil.  I  saw  in  Trinidad, 
where  there  were  15  or  20  acres  on  the  slope  of  the  mountains  where 
they  have  cut  the  timber  down  and  planted  sweet  potatoes,  and  you 
can  kick  out  sweet  potatoes  as  large  as  that  cuspidor.    I  have  not  eaten 
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a  meal  on  the  island  without  having  all  I  wanted,  and  the  finest  houey 
arid  beef  and  sweet  potatoes.  Gomez  is  hnsbauding  the  beef,  and  I 
think  he  has  enough  to  last  time  immemorial.  They  are  only  allowed 
to  kill  what  is  actually  consumed.  The  same  can  be  said  of  the  horses; 
all  under  the  control  of  the  Cubans  are  in  depositos.  He  does  not 
allow  a  soldier  to  ride  a  mare,  only  geldings;  that  is  in  case  the  war  is 
prolonged,  so  that  they  may  have  their  horses.  They  systematically 
propagate  horses,  mules,  and  cattle. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  resources  of  Cuba  and  its  power  to  pro- 
duce animal  life,  how  long  do  you  think  that  the  Cuban  government 
could  sustain  an  army  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  ment — A.  Under  the 
plan  or  system  they  are  working  now,  I  do  not  know  why  they  should 
not  support  it  for  ages.  I  know  that  the  cattle  are  apparently  just  as 
many  as  when  I  went  there  a  year  ago,  and  more  vegetables,  because 
they  have  been  accumulating  them  all  the  time.  The  civil  government 
works  at  that  all  the  time,  and  there  are  more  of  them  than  a  year 
ago. 

By  Mr.  Clark  : 

Q.  How  are  the  women  and  children  provided  for? — A.  Those  in  the 
interior — their  husbands,  the  pacificos — the  rule  is  this:  The  civil  gov- 
ernment allows  one  man  to  provide  food  for  every  five  women  and 
children.  These  can  be  five  women,  or  one  woman  and  four  children, 
but  it  allows  one  man  to  stay  away  from  the  army — or  a  portion  of  the 
time — one  man  for  five  women  and  children.  That  is  thecivil  law.  And 
they  have  their  houses  in  these  mountains,  and  they  raise  their  pork 
and  vegetables,  and  a  great  many  of  the  women  work  in  the  shops 
where  they  are  making  clothes  for  the  soldiers.  In  one  portion  of  this 
shop  there  was  a  great  number — I  never  counted  them — daughters  of 
the  Cubans  in  the  field  and  their  wives,  in  there  making  clothes.  I 
have  seen  10,000  suits  of  clothes  at  one  time,  piled  out  there.  That 
includes  a  pair  of  pants,  a  coat,  and  shoes. 

Q.  Is  the  Cuban  army  well  fed! — A.  The  best  I  ever  saw  in  any  army. 
I  have  not  had  a  meal — and  that  applies  to  the  army,  when  I  say  myself 
I  mean  all — I  have  not  had  five  meals  on  the  island 

Q.  What? — A.  There  have  not  been  five  meals  on  the  island  when  I 
have  not  had  my  cofiee  and  sugar  I  say  sugar;  sometimes  we  had 
honey  in  place  of  the  sugar 

Q.  Where  is  the  coffee  raised! — A.  Certain  kinds  of  coffee  grow  wOd 
in  this  province  of  Santa  Clara.  In  these  Trinidad  hills  there  is  one 
vast  forest  of  coffee,  where  I  have  seen  coffee  on  the  ground  2  inches 
thick — on  the  ground  rotting. 

Q.  Is  it  good  coffee! — A.  It  is  fair  coffee.  It  is  not  the  best  coflTee. 
Their  best  coffee  is  not  the  very  best  grade  of  coffee 

Q.  It  makes  a  good,  wholesome  beverage? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  good 
enough,  so  that  when  the  soldiers  don't  get  it  they  growl  considerably. 

Q.  You  would  say  the  army  is  well  fed? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  1  hardly 
think  that  expresses  it;  they  have  luxuries.  Now,  a  soldier  who  gets 
a  piece  of  meat,  a  piece  of  bacon,  and  hard  tack  and  coffee  is  well  fed. 
I  consider  it  for  a  soldier  in  the  army  it  is  good  enough  to  fight  on,  but 
they  have  a  good  deal  better  than  that;  it  is  far  above  the  average. 

Q.  This  beef,  is  it  a  good  quality! — A.  It  is  the  best  I  ever  set  eyes 
on,  and  I  have  done  soldiering  on  our  frontier. 

Q.  On  our  Western  frontier! — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  there  is  nothing  on 
our  Western  ranges  that  can  touch  it. 

Q.  You  were  speaking  of  the  Western  country.  How  many  yeait^ 
A^TUkineiice  had  you  there! — A.  I  had  nearly  nine  years. 
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Q.  On  OUT  Western  frontier  as  a  soldier! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Among  the  Indians! — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  Troop  F,  Fonrth  Cavalry. 
Fred  Orant,  son  of  General  Grant,  was  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  troop 
when  I  was  in  it. 

Q«  How  are  the  people,  the  inhabitants  who  live  within  the  Cuban 
line— how  are  they  supported — well  supported! — A.  The  same  as  the 
soldiers  are.  They  raise  all  this  food  for  the  soldiers,  and  they  take 
enough  for  their  families.  It  is  they  who  bring  in  these  vegetables  and 
honey  and  cheese.  I  have  seen  four  hundred  cheeses  lying  in  Gomez's 
camp.    When  a  soldier  has  cheese  and  honey  to  eat  he  is  not  starving. 

Q.  Is  it  a  good  grazing  country! — ^A.  In  some  parts  of  Puerto  Prin- 
cipe it  is  a  great  grazing  country,  the  finest  part  of  the  island.  They 
have  a  great  deal  of  milk  there.  In  certain  portions  of  the  Province 
it  is  the  finest  grazing  country  I  ever  saw.  The  great  advantage  it  has 
over  our  country  is  that  they  never  have  drought  there.  Tlie  water 
is  exceptionaUy  good.  All  the  streams  are  mountain  streams,  virtually 
springs. 

Q.  Then  you  would  say,  if  I  understand  your  statement,  that  the 
Caban  Republic,  occupying  the  ground  it  does  now,  could  sustain  an 
army  of  50,000  men  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  that  during  that  period 
the  people  would  be  in  comfortable  circumstances  as  to  living! — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  want  this  committee  to  understand  one  thing  about  this.  I 
do  not  have  any  knowledge  regarding  the  Cubans  or  anyone  else  within 
the  cities.  I  know  nothing  about  that.  If  there  is  a  Cuban  in  a  city 
he  ought  to  starve  to  death.  He  has  no  business  to  be  there,  and  if  be 
would  get  ont  and  go  to  work,  as  a  good  Cuban  ought  to  do,  for  his 
conntry,  he  could  have  all  he  wanted  to  eat  for  himself  and  family. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  health,  and  what  has  it  been,  since  you 
have  been  there,  in  the  Cuban  army! — A.  I  have  not  seen  a  single  case 
of  smallpox  or  fever,  and,  as  for  myself,  I  have  not  seen  a  sick  man. 

Q.  Is  that  true  of  the  rural  population! — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  Cubans 
never  have  smallpox  or  yellow  fever  in  the  country.  Those  are  confined 
to  the  cities,  where  there  is  dirt  and  filth,  and  they  do  not  take  care  of 
themselves.  That  is  what  they  tell  me,  and  I  know  from  my  own  expe- 
rience.   I  have  never  seen  a  case  of  yellow  fever  or  smallpox. 

Q.  Isitapleasantcountry  to  live  in,  the  rural  portions!— A.  Delight- 
ful. The  climate  is  perfect.  There  are  a  few  hours  in  the  day,  during 
the  months  of  July  and  August,  from  11  until  1  o^clock,  when  a  man  is 
more  comfortable  in  the  shade  than  where  the  sun  strikes  him,  consid- 
erably more  comfortable;  but  when  it  comes  night — I  have  not  seen  a 
uight  when  I  did  not  want  a  blanket  over  me.  The  Cubans  all  have 
blankets,  very  much  like  our  army  blankets,  and  their  hammocks. 

Q.  You  were  speaking  of  these  manufactures  and  shops.  Are  they 
scattered  throughout  the  island  in  different  locations! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Suppose  General  Gomez  wishes  to  supply  a  few  men  in  his  escort  or 
the  Victoria  regiment,  which  are  always  with  him.  If  he  wishes  to 
supply  5  or  6  or  10  men,  he  puts  in  a  written  requisition  to  the  civil 
government.  It  goes  to  the  government,  to  President  Cisneros  Betan- 
court,  and  he  acts  ux>on  their  requisition.  Of  course,  all  Gomez's  requi- 
sitions are  granted,  and  it  is  sent  to  the  nearest  factory  or  shop  to 
General  Gomez,  to  the  governor  of  that  Province,  and  he  takes  it  and 
l^ves  it  to  his  lieutenant-governor,  telling  him  that  Gomez  is  within  his 
larisdiction,  and  orders  him  to  supply  that  requisition.  General  Gomez 
liimBelf  can  not  ride  np  to  one  of  those  shops  and  even  get  a  horseshoe 
nail  without  an  order  from  the  governor.  The  only  thing  Gomez  has 
exdnsive  command  of  is  matters  pertaining  to  the  army.    Now  I  mean 
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by  that,  in  the  case  of  depositories  of  arms  it  is  a  little  dlffereTit.  The 
civil  government  does  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  distribation  of 
the  arms,  although  the  arms  and  ammunition  when  they  first  oome  to 
Cuba  are  first  turned  over  to  the  civil  government.  These  expeditions 
never  account  to  General  Oomez,  but  to  the  civil  govemment,^nd  then 
the  civil  government  turns  them  over  to  Oomez  and  he  makes  his  own 
distribution. 

Q.  They  have  repair  shops  for  armsf — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Do  you  know 
the  Cuban  government  has  made  several  guns,  and  made  one  camion 
and  molded  itt    That  was  done  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Clara. 

Q.  Have  they  any  manufacturers  of  explosives  or  powdert — ^A.  Thej 
have  a  great  deal  of  dynamite. 

Q.  Do  they  make  it? — A.  Oh,  no;  but  they  make  powder.  All  the 
cartridge  shells  used  by  the  Cubans  are  preserved.  After  the  fight  all 
the  shells  are  gathered  together  and  sent  to  these  shops.  And  there 
are  men  who  reload  them  and  make  powder.  What  they  make  their 
I)owder  of  I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  tested  their  cartridges  and  they 
will  work  well.    They  do  that  constantly. 

Q.  Is  there  a  general  arsenal t — A.  No,  sir;  every  province  has  its 
own  shops. 

Q.  Its  own  shopt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  about  hospitals;  have  they  hospitals  established f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  some  very  fine  ones.  I  mentioned  Puerto  Principe  prin- 
cipally because  I  know  that  from  A  to  Z;  that  is  where  most  of  my 
soldiering  was  done  until  we  came  to  Santa  Clara.  There  are  good 
hospitals  there.  The  lieutenant-governor  has  a  large  hospital  under 
his  immediate  control.  Then  there  are  several  smaller  hospitals  where 
a  man,  if  he  gets  a  little  indisposed,  can  have  a  place  to  go  to.  They 
will  send  him  to  one  of  these  little  hospitals  and  let  him  recuperate, 
and  then  report  back.  These  hospitals  for  the  wounded  are  well  8op> 
plied  and  well  ventilated  under  the  management  of  a  doctor.  That  is 
a  thing  the  Cubans  are  well  supplied  with;  they  have  some  very  fine 
doctors.  They  are  men  who  have  graduated  from  our  colleges  and 
schools,  among  others  from  Bush  Medical  College.  The  doctor  of 
President  Cisneros  is  a  graduate  of  Hahnemann  College,  a  homeopath]st^ 
General  Gomez's  doctor  graduated  from  Eush  Medical  College,  the  «»Id 
school,  then  went  to  iNTew  York  and  took  a  special  course  in  surgery  in 
Bellevue,  and  the  director — the  medical  director — ^with  a  rank  of  brig- 
adier,  Agramonte,  who  is  the  chief  medical  director  of  the  island* 
graduated  from  both  schools,  homeopathy  and  allopathy,  and  speaks 
English  as  well  as  I  do. 

Q.  I  wish  t^  ask.  Have  you  visited  any  of  the  Cuban  hospitals  or  been 
about  any  of  the  hospitals  after  they  have  fallen  under  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards t — A.  Yes,  sir;  about  two  months.  The  exact  date  I  do  not 
know.  I  saw  the  only  one  that  has  come  under  my  personal  knowledge, 
but  I  heard  of  several.  In  the  Province  of  Las  Vegas  they  had  a  tempo- 
rary afiair  put  up  after  a  fight  at  Mahaugh,  only  a  short  distance  from  a 
roynl  road,  and  the  Spanish  column  in  marching  by  there  discovered 
the  hospital  by  some  hook  or  crook.  We  have  always  supposed  it  was 
discovered  by  some  Cuban,  a  traitor  to  the  cause  and  a  practioo  for  the 
Spaniards.  They  went  in  there.  In  that  hospital  there  were  20  wounded, 
3  lady  nurses,  and  I  doctor  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  a  guard  of  8 
men.  That  column  went  in  and  surprised  the  outfit  and  kiUed  every 
one  of  them.  I  was  on  the  ground  about  an  hour  and  a  half  after,  or  I 
should  judge  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  for  their  bodies  were  still  warm. 
They  were  cut  up  into  pieces  by  machetes. 
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By  Mr.  Ol Abk  : 

Q.  That  inclades  the  narsesf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  How  did  yon  happen  to  be  there f — A.  We  were  right  after  these 
troops;  we  knew  they  were  in  the  field;  we  had  an  engagement  with 
them  and  were  following  this  column. 

Q.  To  what  point  were  they  marching  T — ^A.  Sancti  Espiritas. 

Q.  On  the  retreat? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  following  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  iu  that  way  you  happened  to  be  at  that  ]K>int  where  they 
killed  these  people! — ^A.  It  did  not  happen  so;  we  were  bound  to  reach 
there.  We  saw  the  smoke  and  we  hurried,  but  when  we  reached  there 
they  were  gone  and  the  bodies  were  not  cold. 

Q.  Were  the  women  dismembered t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  bodies  were 
cut  to  pieces.  I  got  from  a  physician — this  is  something  I  do  not  know 
anything  about,  it  is  not  in  my  Une,  but  General  Gomez's  doctor  informed 
nie  that  these  three  women  had  been  outraged  previous  to  being  killed. 
That  I  do  not  know,  and  do  not  state  it  as  knowledge.  That  is  why  I 
did  not  mention  it  when  I  first  gave  an  account  of  it. 

Q.  You  saw  their  bodies f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  the  worst  sight  I  ever 
did  see.  I  never  want  to  have  a  repetition  of  that,  for  a  man  who  once 
sees  it  never  gets  it  out  of  his  mind. 

Q.  Were  all  destroyed! — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  You  all  know  what  a  machete 
is.  They  run  their  machete  through  one  man,  and  rip  him  right  up 
the  stomach,  disemboweling  him.  That  is  the  only  case  I  ever  saw, 
although  I  have  heard  of  a  great  many  others. 

Q.  You  think  you  are  safe  in  saying  that  no  person,  whether  a  soldier, 
doctor,  woman,  or  patient  escaped  being  killed  f — A.  I  do  not  think  even 
the  dog  escaped.  Nothing  that  breathes  the  breath  of  life  escaped  that 
slaughter. 

Q,  About  what  time  was  that  f — ^A.  They  must  have  struck  the  place 
about  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  because  we  were  close  on  them.  We 
had  a  fight  with  them  that  morning  at  daybreak,  and  they  pulled  out 
and  left  us,  and  we  followed  them  up,  and  when  we  got  on  the  ground 
it  was  between  1  and  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  This  must  have 
happened  about  11. 

Q.  What  month  t — ^A.  This  was  about  two  months  ago,  possibly  two 
months  and  a  half;  I  have  no  date.  I  never  expected  any  examination 
of  this  kind,  and  kept  no  record. 

Q.  At  what  place  had  you  fought  with  them  that  morning! — ^A.  At 
Mahawai^h. 

Q.  Duriog  the  operations  you  witnessed  in  Cuba,  by  General  Gomez 
and  the  army  under  him,  have  you  ever  known  any  ill  treatment  to  be 
bestowed  upon  a  prisoner  or  a  hospital!^ A.  No,  sir;  I  want  to  illus- 
trate that  by  something  I  know,  that  came  under  my  own  observa- 
tion, regarding  General  Gomez.  Three  days  after  we  received  the 
information  that  his  son  had  been  assassinated — iif  one  sense  he  was 
assassinated,  because  he  was  only  wounded,  and  refused  to  leave  his 
chieftain  and  was  macheted;  Captain  Gordon  told  me  that  Poncho 
(lomez  was  only  wounded,  and  after  he  was  wounded  he  refused  to 
leave  the  body  of  Maceo,  and  the  Spaniards  came  and  killed  him  with 
their  machetes — three  days  after  General  Gomez  received  the  news  of 
his  son's  death  there  were  10  Spaniards  brought  in  who  had  been 
captured  by  the  Cubans,  who  had  been  on  a  foraging  expedition;  not 
exactly  foraging,  but  letting  their  horses  graze  near  the  main  camp, 
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thinking  they  were  near  enough  to  be  safe,  but  who  were  gobbled  up 
by  a  small  party  of  Cubans.  I  saw  Gomez  look  at  them  when  they 
were  brought  in,  and  he  said,  in  Spanish,  of  course,  '^  I  suppose  if  this 
thing  should  happen  under  your  Government  that  yon  men  would  not 
stand  much  show  of  living.  I  have  no  place  to  keep  you^' — they  had 
no  place  in  which  to  keep  them,  although  they  have  in  Gamaguey — 
<<all  I  ask  of  you,  gentlemen,  is  to  get  out  of  my  sight,''  and  be  let 
them  go,  keeping  their  arms  and  ammunition.  That  was  three  days 
after  the  death  of  hia  son. 

Q.  About  how  many  prisoners  taken  from  the  Spanish  troops  or 
armies  have  you  known  Gomez  to  release  without  any  conditiousT — ^A. 
I  suppose  500  of  them.    I  don't  think  that  an  exaggeration. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  one  of  them  to  be  executedt — ^A.  I  have 
known  one  man  that  was  shot.  Of  course  Gomez  did  not  do  that  or 
order  it  to  be  done.  At  the  surrender  of  Wymaro,  in  Puerto,  there 
were  about  200  prisoners,  and  they  were  allowed  the  freedom  of  the 
camp,  but  were  told  they  were  prisoners,  and  if  they  tried  to  escape 
they  would  be  killed,  and  after  that  order  there  was  one  private  soldier 
tried  to  run  the  lines  and  the  guard  shot  him.  That  was  the  only  case 
I  knew. 

Q.  You  have  never  known  of  any  prisoners  or  soldiers  being  exe- 
cuted ? — A.  Fo,  sir ;  I  have  not  only  known  of  it,  but  there  has  not  been 
any.  I  would  not  fight  with  an  army  that  would  kill  a  man  without  a 
trial,  and  if  they  did  I  would  not  help  them  down  there. 

Q.  I  wish  to  ask  you  something  about  the  composition  of  that  army. 
First,  as  to  the  races;  what  is  the  proportion  as  to  the  negroes? — A, 
The  actual  proportion,  they  have  got  that  exact — the  Government  has; 
but  President  Gisneros  told  me  that  the  white  Cubans  predominated  by 
a  little  over  three-quarters,  one-quarter  blacks  and  muJattoes;  it  is  a 
little  over  three-quarters  white. 

Q.  Are  the  negroes  good  soldiers! — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  they  have  white 
men  with  them.  I  do  not  think  the  negroes  will  fight  well  unless  they 
have  white  troops  with  them.  I  know  in  our  army  we  do  not  think 
the  negroes— those  of  Ninth  and  Tenth  Gavalry  or  the  Twenty-flftli — 
would  fight  well  unless  they  had  white  troops  with  them. 

Q.  Take  the  body  of  the  Gubau  army,  the  white  people  in  it,  are  they 
as  intelligent  as  the  average  of  people  in  the  rural  districts  here — ^what 
we  call  backwoods  of  the  United  States! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  patriotic! — A.  As  much  so  as  any  class  of  people  I  ever 
saw.  So  much  so  that  I  not  only  heard  General  Gomez  and  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  officers,  but  I  have  heard  private  soldiers  talk*  I 
will  say  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  escort  or  in  the  Victoria  regi* 
ment  that  I  have  not  heard  an  expression  from  similar  to  this:  That 
before  they  would  lay  down  their  arms  they  would  let  every  Spaniard 
in  Spain  walk  over  their  dead  bodies,  and  they  would  not  accept  any- 
thing but  absohite  independence.  If  you  want  to  make  them  angry, 
talk  autonomy  to  them.  They  say  they  have  been  caught  once,  but 
they  wiU  never  b^he  fish  to  be  caught  again  with  the  same  bait  And 
I  have  heard  Gomez  say  that  they  should  be  glad  to  have  the  United 
States  recognize  them,  but  that  they  will  keep  up  the  war  until  they 
secure  independence  if  it  takes  twenty  years  to  do  it. 

Q.  Is  there  any  considerable  proportion  of  native  Americans  in  the 
Guban  army! — A.  I  do  not  think  there  is  over  20  in  the  army,  unless 
they  have  come  with  these  recent  expeditions.  The  Americans  in  the 
army  are  very  brave  men  and  a  good  deal  of  help  to  the  Guban  canse. 

Q.  Not  over  20! — ^A.  Not  over  20  or  26.    You  have  heard  of  the 
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Texas  cowboys,  calling  themselves  the  Lone  Star  Biflemen,  etc.  That 
is  not  BO.  I  could  not  tell  where  these  stones  originate,  but  they  hare 
been  exaggerated.  I  think  I  know  and  could  name  every  American  in 
the  Cuban  army;  and,  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Gordon  and  myself, 
they  were  all  with  Gen.  Calixta  Garcia.  The  Cubans  could  not  handle 
the  artillery,  and  the  Americans  are  with  the  artillery.  They  have  a 
bodyguard  of  about  500  men — Cubans — the  general  has  given  to  them 
to  back  them  u]>  when  they  are  laying  siege  to  a  place.  Colonel  Gor- 
don was  with  Maceo  and  I  am  with  Gomez,  and  we  are  the  only  ones 
separated  from  the  main  body.  There  is  a  little  fellow  named  Funston, 
who  made  a  trip  through  Alaska,  a  son  of  a  Representative  from  Kansas, 
who  is  chief  of  the  Cuban  artillery  force  of  the  island.  I  saw  him  at 
W^^maro.  He  belonged  to  Topeka,  Kans.,  to  a  little  volunteer  artillery 
force.  He  is  about  24  or  25.  I  saw  him  at  Wymaro  make  112  shots 
under  the  direction  of  General  Garcia,  who  was  telling  him  where  to 
aim,  and  out  of  the  1 12  shots  he  only  missed  one.  General  Gomez  gave 
it  that  way  in  his  report. 

Q.  What  would  you  say  was  the  type  of  the  controlling  men  in  Cuba, 
as  to  the  character,  as  to  the  behavior,  as  to  the  educatit)n  and  general 
social  worth  f — A.  Well,  yon  take  the  people  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and 
1  can  not  see  there  is  much  difference  between  them  and  our  own  Eepnb- 
lic  except  in  this  respect :  The  Spanish  people  bave  controlled  the  island 
and  there  has  not  been  much  opportunity  for  education,  or  to  amount 
to  anything,  except  in  the  large  cities.  In  the  rural  districts  the  edu- 
cation they  have  secured  has  been  by  hard  knocks;  they  have  picked 
it  up.  The  Cuban  people  as  a  race  are  peace-loving  people.  They  do  not 
want  this  war,  and  do  not  like  it.  They  are  generous,  free-hearted 
people,  giving  their  last  dollar  or  anything  to  a  man  in  distress  or  want. 
I  know  they  do  not  want  the  war;  they  see  their  island  destroyed;  every 
day  it  is  growing  less  in  value.  Now,  aside  from  the  rural  districts,  I 
eonid  take  you  iuto  General  Gomez's  camp  and  introduce  you  (and  I 
would  not  jump,  I  would  take  all  the  officials)  to  as  fine  a  lot  of  gentle- 
men as  you  would  want  to  meet;  refined  gentlemen,  educated  gentle- 
men, some  even  classically  educated.  In  their  different  professions  and 
walks  of  life  they  have  acquired  a  great  deal  of  knowledge — outside 
knowledge,  of  course.  A  great  many  of  them  wereeducated  in  the  United 
States.  But  the  country  people,  a  great  many  of  them,  can  not  read 
nor  write;  a  great  many  of  the  negroes  can  not  read  nor  write;  a  great 
many  can.  I  have  a  servant,  a  white  Cuban,  who  is  the  most  ambitious 
fellow  I  ever  saw  to  learn.  He  could  read  and  write.  I  also  had  a 
negro,  the  cook,  who  was  the  same  way — wanted  to  learn,  anxious  to 
learn,  but  never  had  an  opportunity. 

Q.  Are  there  any  private  quarrels,  or  strife,  or  bickerings,  among 
those  people f — A.  As  far  as  this  point  of  national  freedom  is  concerned, 
they  are  all  of  one  mind.  Of  course,  take  an  army  of  soldiers,  and  lit- 
tle quarrels  arise  among  the  men,  and  are  settled.  Of  course,  if  Gomez 
hears  of  it,  they  are  punished,  and  put  in  the  guardhouse,  and  tried  by 
court-martial.  General  Gomez,  after  he  has  once  issued  a  diploma  to  a 
second  lieutenant  or  any  other  officer,  can  not  break  that  officer  or 
reduce  him  to  the  ranks  except  they  are  tried  by  court-martial.  Gomez 
acts  on  the  fine  of  the  court-martial,  and  it  is  sent  to  the  civil  govern- 
nieut^  and  they  either  approve  or  disapprove  of  findings  of  the  court- 
martial. 

Q.  Are  the  private  soldiers,  in  camp  or  on  the  march,  protected  by 
the  right  of  the  court-martial  when  accused? — A.  Yes,  sir;  Gomez  has 
no  authority  to  punish  a  man;  he  does  not  pretend  to  punish  without 
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a  court-martial.  I  saw  General  Gomez  shoot  a  comandante,  kill  hun 
on  the  spot  (rank  of  m%jor),  and  the  incident  that  brought  that  about 
would  have  caused  the  same  in  any  army.  I  would  have  killed  him 
myself,  and  I  am  an  American.  At  the  siege  of  Oascorra,  Gomez 
had  quite  an  army,  about  3,000  cavalry  and  6,000  or  8,000  infimtry. 
The  Spanish  were  out  in  force.  Gomez  had  decided  to  annihilate  the 
army,  so  far  as  Gamaguey  was  concerned.  He  had  intrusted  a  very 
important  mission  to  a  comandante,  by  the  name  of  Meander^  to  carry 
his  dispatches  to  the  cavalry,  about  5,000  cavalry,  under  different  oo- 
mandantes.  It  rested  with  him  whether  the  cavalry  should  come  into 
that  engagement.  He  was  to  carry  the  dispatch.  He  started  with  it, 
but  never  delivered  it.  It  developed  afterwards  that  he  was  a  sympa- 
thizer with  the  Spanish  army,  although  a  Cuban  and  holding  a  com- 
mission in  the  Cuban  army.  The  result  was  that  Gomez's  cavalry  never 
got  into  the  fight,  and  the  Spaniards  got  away  into  Puerto  Principe, 
And  when  they  met,  Gomez  asked  him  if  he  delivered  the  order,  and 
he  said  he  did  not,  and  the  general  drew  his  revolver  and  shot  the  mau, 
killing  him,  and  sat  down  and  wrote  to  the  civil  government* 

ByMr.OLABK: 

Q.  Does  there  seem  to  be  a  lack  of  unanimity  and  authority  in  thc« 
different  corps  commanders  t — A.  Not  as  much  jealous  feeling  as  I  have 
seen  in  my  own  corps  in  the  United  States  Army.  The  more  ignorant 
a  man  is  generally  the  more  that  will  creep  in,  but  I  never  saw  anything 
of  it  with  the  Cubans.  Take  it  in  the  case  of  myself.  I  was  appointed 
a  captain  in  Gomez's  escort,  where  they  are  all  officers,  appointed  over 
the  heads  of  old  Cubans  who  have  been  in  the  service  for  years — some 
of  them  with  him  in  the  ten-year  war — appointed  second  in  command, 
jumping  over  all  the  others,  and  there  is  no  jealousy  of  me. 

Q.  About  what  is  the  strength  of  that  escort! — A.  From  70  to  90. 
•Q.  All  officers!— A.  Yes,  sir.  With  the  exception  of  myself,  tliere 
is  no  man  in  it  who  has  got  in  except  through  some  special  act  of  brav- 
ery. They  are  General  Gomez's  bodyguard.  He  goes  into  an  engap^e- 
ment,  and  they  are  first  into  the  fight  and  the  last  to  leave,  and,  by 
reason  of  that,  I  know  they  have  from  10  to  15  or  20  in  the  hospital,  and 
they  have  nearly  all  been  wounded  more  than  once.  I  have  never  been 
wounded  except  the  once. 

Q.  What  is  the  strength  of  this  Victoria  Eegimentf — ^A.  When  it 
came  into  Las  Vegas  it  was  142;  when  I  left  there,  the  other  day,  they 
were  all,  with  the  exception  of  38,  in  the  hospital,  wounded. 

Q.  In  the  hospital  from  wounds! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Kot  from  sickness! — A.  I^o,  sir.  A  Cuban  soldier  seldom  goes  to 
the  hospital  from  being  sick.  I  have  never  seen  one  in  the  hospital 
from  sickness  since  £  have  been  on  the  island. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Cisneros  and  the  members  of  the  civil  government 
since  you  have  been  there  ! — A.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  times.  The  pres- 
ident is  very  much  a  friend  of  mine,  as  is  also  the  assistant  secretary 
of  war,  Portnando,  although  the  secretary  himself  is  there  now. 

Q.  Have  they  any  permanent  headquarters! — ^A.  At  what  they  call 
Naha.ssa,  but  Cisneros  Batoncourt,  the  president- -you  can  not  keep  him 
anywhere.  If  they  would  allow  it  he  would  be  in  the  fight>  and  he 
wants  to  be  near  where  the  fighting  is  anyway.  He  is  an  old  man — 
about  80  years  old.    Their  headquarters  is  at  Nahassa. 

Q.  The  same  place  you  call  Cubitos!— A.  It  is  in  the  vicinity. 
Nahassa  is  a  very  level  piece  of  country,  a  beautifhl  river  running 
through  it,  and  fine  grass  for  the  horses.    Cubitos  is  a  little  back  of  i^ 
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and  is  a  place  supposed  to  be  nsed  by  the  government  in  case  of  an 
emergency,  becaase  it  is  deemed  impregnable. 

Q.  A  retreat  for  the  government t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  he  move  over  the  island  whenever  business  calls  bimf — ^A. 
Tes,  sir.  He  has  a  bodyguard  of  about  200  men,  used  as  the  body- 
guard at  night  and  as  an  advance  guard  in  the  daytime.  When  the 
Cubans  went  across  the  trocha  he  went  along  with  Oeneral  Gomez,  and 
stayed  there  until  Gomez  told  him  he  wanted  them  to  go  back.  Gome^ 
would  not  do  any  fighting  while  the  government  was  there,  for  this 
reason,  because  he  says  1  am  afraid  to  fight  while  you  are  here.  I  do 
not  want  any  of  the  government  killed  or  captured,  and  I  am  nervous 
when  you  are  around  me,  and  can  not  fight,  and  Gisneros  pulled  up 
stakes  and  recrossed  the  troacha. 

Q.  Does  the  cabinet  travel  with  himt — A.  His  entire  cabinet  and 
cor])8  of  clerks.  A  record  of  everything  is  kept  that  transpires  on  the 
island,  of  the  civil  government,  the  troops,  everything.  The  impedi- 
menta is  something  immense.  That  is  why  Gomez  does  not  want  them 
with  him.  Gomez  does  not  have  any  impedimenta;  he  is  strictly  a  cav- 
alry officer,  will  not  allow  his  officers  even  a  pack  mule,  and  does  not 
have  anything  of  the  kind  himself. 

Q.  I  understand  there  are  not  many  roads  in  Ouba  on  which  large 
bodies  of  men  can  move. — A.  There  is  El  Bey,  called  the  royal  roads, 
on  which  Spaniards  move,  but  they  never  leave  them.  The  Cuban 
army  goes  everywhere.  The  only  time  General  Gomez  travels  these 
royal  roads  is  when  he  wants  to  fight  the  Spaniards.  But  the  Spaniards 
never  leave  these  roads,  except  at  night,  to  go  into  a  savannah — ^level 
piece  of  land  near  the  road — to  go  into  camp. 

Q.  Are  there  many  of  these  royal  roads  t — ^A.  fes;  two  or  three 
extend  the  whole  length  of  the  island.  There  is  a  picture — some  of  the 
Cuban  soldiers  and  myself;  you  can  see  that  they  are  not  naked. 

Q.  Describe  the  killing  of  Gordon. — A.  When  I  got  to  Cienfuegos 
I  heard  that  there  was  an  American  who  had  been  killed.  I  was  in  dis- 
guise, or  at  least  traveling  under  a  fictitious  name,  and  had  got  through 
at  Trinidad.  I  knew  Gordon  was  in  that  vicinity,  and  I  was  afraid  it 
was  him.  He  was  from  New  Jersey,  and  we  had  been  great  friends. 
He  had  been  in  Gomez's  camp  a  great  deal,  when  he  was  wounded  with 
Maceo.  I  hung  around  there  and  went  up  to  the  barracks  where  the 
soldiers  were,  and  I  saw  a  detail  coming  in.  There  was  another  Amer- 
ican with  me  by  the  name  of  McCurtney,  a  boiler  maker.  I  saw  a 
Spanish  sergeant  get  off  his  horse  and  he  swung  over  his  shoulder  a 
saddle  blanket,  tied  at  the  corners.  There  was  a  broa<l  sidewalk  run- 
ning by  the  barracks,  and  he  kept  hold  of  one  end  and  threw  the  others 
out  with  a  jerk,  and  there  were  either  eight  or  nine  pieces  of  a  man's 
body.  The  head  was  cut  from  the  body,  and  some  one  had  run  a 
machete  into  him  and  disemboweled  him.  I  recognized  his  head  at 
once;  he  had  a  very  prominent  scar  on  it.  The  Spanish  officers  were 
laughing  and  joking  about  it,  and  kicked  this  limb  and  that  piece,  and 
at  last,  alter  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  the  comandante  told  the  sergeant 
to  pick  it  up  and  bury  it,  and  they  gathered  up  the  pieces  in  the  blanket 
and  went  to  the  rear  of  the  barracks  and  buried  them;  covered  it  with 
earth  to  the  extent  of  6  inches,  perhaps. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Gordon  was  killed  in  a  fight T — A.  All  I 
know  is  fi^om  hearsay.  A  pacifico  who  claimed  that  he  witnessed  it 
told  me  that  they  had  wounded  him,  and  that  he  fell  ofi'  his  horse — 
they  had  laid  an  ambuscade  for  him — and  as  they  came  up  to  him  he 
said  to  them,  <<Take  me  a  prisoner.    I  am  an  American,  but  in  the 
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Cuban  army;  take  me  a  prisoner.'^    But  they  simply  laughed  at  him 
and  killed  him  with  their  machetes. 

Q.  Was  that  in  regular  fight! — ^A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  were  they  f— A.  There  was  but  one  with  him,  I  pre- 
sume his  servant. 

Q.  You  say  this  was  in  Las  Villas,  Cienfuegost — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  present  journey! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Coming  back  to  the  roads  of  Cuba  and  the  fact  that  Cubans  pass 
across  thecountry  in  any  direction  they  please.  I  presume  you  mean  that 
they  can  and  do  pass  across  the  country,  having  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  it,  without  reference  to  roads! — ^A.  The  entire  island  is  one  network 
of  what  we  would  call  in  this  country  trails. 

Q.  They  know  these  trails  and  travel  anywhere! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Spaniards  do  uot! — A.  No,  sir;  they  dare  not.  If  they  had, 
this  war  would  have  been  ended  loug  ago. 

Q.  They  are  obliged  to  move  that  way! — ^A.  I  do  not  say  they  are 
obliged  to,  but  they  do. 

Q.  Outside  of  the  large  cities  is  there  any  permaueut  occui)ation! — 
A.  No,  sir.  The  situation  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  is  simply  this:  The 
Spaniards  control  the  large  fortified  town;  the  Cubans  control  the 
country  entirely  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other.  Without 
exception  that  is  a  fact. 

Q.  I  wish  to  get  some  information;  I  am  not  certain  we  ought  to  pub- 
lish it.  You  have  been  speaking  about  the  postal  system,  and  couriers 
that  pass  from  one  of  these  posthouses  to  another.  Is  there  such  a 
thing  in  Cuba  as  a  coast  guard! — A.  I  do  not  know  but  that  I  am  say- 
ing something  that  may  hurt  them.  There  is  a  continuous  guard  of 
armed  men  around  that  island,  called  the  coast  guard.  They  are  fully 
armed  with  plenty  of  ammunition. 

Q.  About  how  many  men! — ^A.  I  presume  in  that  coast  guard,  about 
5,000  men.  They  fight  if  necessary,  but  it  is  a  complete  chain  of 
guards.  Now,  there  are  several  reasons  for  that  guard.  The  Cuban 
government  has  a  perfect  line  of  communication,  as  I  say,  all  through 
the  island.  They  also  have  a  perfect  line  of  communication  with  the 
United  States,  and  that  coast  guard  is  for  that  purpose;  one  thing 
also  is  to  watch  the  water  for  expeditions.  Another  thing  is,  our  salt 
all  comes  from  this  portion  of  the  coast,  where  they  have  their  salt 
depositories,  where  it  is  manufactured.  Nearly  all  the  salt  is  secured 
by  boiling  down  the  salt  water  of  the  ocean,  and  from  the  manufac- 
tories is  taken  to  the  interior  on  pack  mules. 

Q.  Does  that  coast  guard  keep  up  communication,  each  with  the 
other! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  around  the  entire  island.  In  speaking 
about  the  guards  I  do  not  mean  that  they  are  right  close  together,  just 
a  few  rods  apart,  but  a  coast  guard  has  two  or  three  or  four  leagues  to 
march,  when  he  meets  another  coast  guard,  and  they  march  back  and 
forth  and  patrol  the  coast,  on  the  same  system  that  the  English  Gov* 
ernment  has  up  here  in  Manitoba  a  mounted  police. 

Q.  I  suppose  this  mounted  police  or  coast  guard  gives  notice  of  the 
approach  of  expeditions! — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  moment  an  expedition 
approaches  the  land,  or  anywhere  near  it,  notice  is  immediately  sent  to 
the  nearest  force  in  the  interior,  and  they  send  a  force  down  to  help  get 
it  up  into  the  interior. 

Q.  Where  are  the  Spanish  depots  of  sup])lies! — A.  Santa  Clara, 
Havana,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Pinar  del  Bio,  Cieiifuegos,  Matanzas,  all 
seaport  towns,  and  Cardenas.  Nuevitas  is  the  seaport  town  for  Puerto 
Principe. 
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Q.  Have  they  any  principal  depots  of  supplies  in  the  interior  f — ^A. 
No,  sir;  none  in  the  island.    We  wish  there  were. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  speaking  about  the  civil  government  passing 
through  this  trocha.  Point  out  on  the  map  where  this  trocha  is. — ^A. 
Here  is  the  trocha  [pointing  on  the  map]. 

Q.  Why  is  it  not  connected  with  the  seaf — A.  This  map  is  all  wrong. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  that  [indicating  point  near  the  north  end  of 
the  eastern  trocha].  This  trocha  should  run  here  to  this  point  [indicat- 
ing point  on  the  coast  touching  the  water].  The  Spanish  Government — 
there  is  an  island  here  that  for  a  long  time  was  secretly  used  by  the 
Cubans;  this  island  right  here  (Island  of  Taringueano),  7  leagues  long. 
The  Cuban  government  established  a  prefecto  on  that  island,  and  we 
used  to  come  around  here  after  we  crossed  the  trocha.  Gomez  has 
three  or  four  places  on  this  trocha  he  can  cross  any  time,  that  he  is 
keeping,  in  case  of  emergency.  We  used  for  a  long  time  to  come  around 
water.  If  the  General  wanted  to  send  a  man  to  the  United  States 
we  had  boats  that  we  used  to  send  them  across  to  Nassau,  until  the 
English  Government  got  to  arresting  them.  Kow  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment has  built  three  fortines  in  the  water  and  one  large  fort  on  the 
island.  Those  trochas  do  not  amount  to  anything ;  they  are  a  total  fail- 
ure from  a  strictly  military  standpoint.  The  Spaniards  are  cranks  on 
trochas  and  always  have  been  for  ages.  You  take  this  trocha  clear 
across  the  island — the  western  part  of  the  island — there  are  18,000  men 
on  that  trocha.  If  Maceo  wanted  to  cross  any  time  he  could  have  done 
sOy  for  the  reason  that  they  could  not  have  concentrated  their  men  at 
one  given  point.  These  18,000  men  are  taken  away  from  the  army  in 
the  interior,  and  are  lying  idle.  Maceo  used  to  say  he  had  18,000  men 
in  prison.    I  have  crossed  this  trocha  myself  six  times,  on  commissions. 

By  Mr.  Clabk: 

Q.  Are  they  forts  or  simply  guards  f — ^A.  I  will  give  you  a  descrip- 
tion. In  the  first  place  there  is  a  clearing  1  American  mile  wide 
right  across  the  island  of  all  the  shrubbery,  trees,  and  everything  taken 
down.  Right  in  the  center  of  that,  half  mile  from  each  side,  they  have 
bailt  a  line  of  forts,  varying  in  distances  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or 
less.  In  each  one  they  will  put  20  or  25  men,  or  possibly  50.  So  far, 
so  good  Then  they  have  dug  a  ditch  between  these  forts,  6  feet  wide 
and  6  teet  deep.  Then  they  have  gone  to  work  and  put  in  stakes,  slant- 
ingly, about  6  or  8  inches  apart,  on  the  out  edge  of  each  side  of  that 
ditch.  Then  they  have  run  American  barbed  wire  in  very  close  together, 
about  2  inches  apart,  perhaps  15  of  them.  Then  right  on  each  side  of 
this  outer  stake  they  have  driven  a  line  of  stakes  slanting  in,  and  they 
have  run  the  same  kind  of  wire,  and  crossed  it  again,  and  virtually 
made  a  basket  network  of  it.  That  Is  their  protection  to  the  fort. 
When  the  Cubans  want  to  cross  that  trocha  they  send  ahead  a  detail 
of  men  at  night  with  sharp  pinchers  and  they  cut  that  wire  and  make 
a  path  for  the  soldiers. 

Q.  In  this  clearing  are  the  logs  piled  up  on  each  side* — ^A.  They  are 
in  certain  portions. 

Q.  I  read  that  a  railroad  extended  from  seacoast  to  seacoast  along 
this  clearing f — A.  That  is  not  so.  There  is  a  railroad  along  this  eastern 
trvcha  that  runs  from  Moron  down  a  little  bit  of  ways,  but  it  is  not 
used.  The  track  is  there,  but  the  Cubans  would  not  allow  a  railroad 
to  be  operated  there. 

By  Mr.  MoRO AN : 
Q.  The  Spaniards  must  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  money  in  building 


372  AFFAIRS  nr  cuba. 

th4in4i  tn>chaMt — A.  Tbejr  have  not  spent  mneh  moBej. 
ttM'Jr  mfUMevH  bnilil  them,  and  they  don't  pay  the  soldiers^ 

Q.  i  wan  trying  to  get  at  the  question  of  military  transportatioK  oa 
thowe  trailn  and  royal  highways.  The  Spaniards  keep  their  main  depocs 
of  i;<iiriniiMMary  strifes  and  quartermaster  stores  in  these  lai^  eeatnJ 
\HAutn  on  the  seaboard.  Do  they  have  any  in  the  interiorf— A«  5 
we  wiMh  there  were.  There  are  certain  places  through  the  island 
the  Hpaniards  have  established  forts.  The  rations  of  the  aoldios  of 
these  forts  are  taken  by  convoys,  but  these  forts  are  all  estaUiaiied  on 
the  royal  roads;  I  never  saw  one  away  from  the  royal  road. 

Q.  Those  commissary  depots  and  quartermaster  depots  are  sappKed 
by  pailways  that  run  between  these  different  points  on  the  eoasti — A« 
Yes,  sir. 

Q«  When  an  expedition  leaves  one  of  these  large  fortified  tovns 
to  hunt  up  Ooniez  and  his  forces,  do  they  take  supply  trains  with 
thi)fnt — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  seen  a  Spanish  column  come  oat  auid 
stay  more  than  five  or  six  days.  They  only  have  supplies  as  they  can 
take  in  their  saddlebags. 

Q.  Then  they  go  backt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Oan  they  depend  on  the  country  for  foraget — ^A.  No,  mi;  they 
never  get  anytliing  IVom  the  country.  Well,  they  do  cut  down  palm 
tn*es  and  use  their  topH,  but  we  can  not  help  that.  But  they  don't  get 
any  vegetables  or  beof  Just  the  moment  Gomez  gets  news  that  a 
colunin  hiis  left  Hancti  Spiritus  or  any  other  fort  he  marches  toward  that 
column  and  they  meet  I  have  never  known  Gomez  to  lie  idle  when 
there  was  a  Hpanish  column  out;  when  they  meet  there  is  a  fight  right 
off.  At  night  the  Spaniards  halt  and  Gomez  retires  a  mile  or  so.  The 
Spaniards  dare  not  put  out  a  picket  at  night;  their  only  guard  is  in 
theit  camps.  Just  as  quick  as  dark  comes  Gomez  details  an  officer 
with  15  or  20  men  to  keep  that  camp  awake,  firing  into  them  all  night, 
and  then  at  daybreak  (Jomez  attacks  the  camp,  and  so  on,  and  they  are 
fighting  all  day  and  night,  and  so  on.  Whenever  they  go  into  camp 
there  are  15  or  20  men  more  keeping  them  awake  all  night,  and  the 
reHult  is  that  the  Spanish  troops  are  exhausted  and  obligeii  to  return 
to  the  town  for  rations  or  fVom  fatigue. 

Q.  The  Spanish  commanders  are  obliged  to  go  back  for  provisions? — 
A.  Yes,  sir 

Q  Is  thi  Island  of  Ouba,  in  the  places  where  not  cultivated,  heavily 
ti  in  bered  t — A .  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Forests  dense t — A.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  the  finest  forests  the  eye 
ever  saw;  thousands  upon  thousands  of  acres  of  the  finest  mahogany, 
stretching  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see. 

Q.  Are  the  forests  dense,  thick t— A.  Portions  are,  but  no  portion 
where  the  Cubans  have  not  trails  through  them. 

Q.  Those  forests  furnish  excellent  protection  for  what  we  call  guerrilla 
fightingf — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  you  are  going  to  order  a  piece  of  land  made 
especially  for  guerrilla  fighting,  you  could  not  do  better. 

Q.  In  the  mountainous  country  are  the  mountains  very  highf — ^A. 
In  some  places  they  are  very  high.  They  resemble  the  foothills  of  our 
Bocky  Mountains  very  much. 

Q.  There  are  many  places  where  it  is  easy  to  fortify  and  protect  a 
small  force  against  a  very  large  onef — A.  There  are  places  in  that 
island  they  could  go  into  and  hold  the  entire  Spanish  army  at  bay,  a 
very  few  of  them. 

Q.  You  speak  of  Garcia  having  the  entire  artOlery  strength  of  the 
Cuban  army.    What  is  the  artillery  strengUit — A.  I  think  14  cannon. 
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That  indndes  those  two  dynamite  guns,  that  kill  at  both  ends.  That 
is  about  all  the  strength  in  artillery.  They  have  not  a  great  deal  of 
cannon  ammonition ;  it  is  hard  to  get.  Yoa  can  get  it  there  all  right, 
but  often  these  expeditions  do  not  come  near  to  the  shore  by  a  leagne, 
and  yoa  have  to  take  it  ashore  by  a  rowboat^  and  it  is  heavy  and  hard 
to  get  ashore.  The  shells  come  six  to  a  box,  and  of  these  boxes  yon 
can  not  put  more  than  two  in  a  rowboat. 

Q.  How  do  they  take  the  ammunition  into  the  interior  T — A.  On 
mules. 

Q.  How  is  it  donet — ^A.  The  guns  are  taken  off  the  carriage  and 
packed  on  mules.    Three  mules  carry  the  outfit. 

Q.  The  caissons  are  carried  the  same  way  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  make  time  that  way  t — ^A.  Garcia's  army  will  make  about 
6  or  7  leagues  a  day. 

Q.  Leagues T — ^A.  Yes,  sir:  18  to  21  miles.  Garcia  has  the  finest 
equipped  army  on  the  island.  His  chief  of  staff  is  General  Menocal, 
a  very  good  engineer,  who  speaks  very  good  English.  He  has  organ- 
ized an  engineer  corps;  he  has  got  a  sigual  corps;  he  has  got  his  cav- 
alry and  his  artillery,  and  his  engineer  corps  is  pretty  fine,  too.  It  is 
right  up  to  date.  Anyone  who  ever  told  me  before  I  went  down  there 
that  the  Gubaus  had  a  good  engineer  corps  I  would  have  laughed  at 
him,  but  it  is  true. 

Q.  Has  Gomez  a  good  map  of  the  island  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  nothing  like 
tbis  map;  this  is  entirely  wrong.  He  has  maps  with  each  Province 
separate,  giving  all  the  little  towns  and  roads  and  trails. 

Q.  His  people  being  natives,  he  has  as  many  guides  as  he  wants  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  no  trouble  there  with  practices. 

Q*  That  is  a  guide  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Ol ABK  : 

Q.  What  is  the  relative  strength  of  the  Ouban  army  as  regards 
infantry  and  cavalry  t — A.  About  three-quarters  of  it  is  infantry.  Gomez 
is  strictly  a  cavalry  officer;  infantry  moves  too  slow  for  him.  He  is  a 
good  deal  such  a  person  as  General  Ouster  was,  although  I  did  not 
know  General  Custer.  Infantry  and  artillery  he  can  not  march  with 
fast  enough. 

Q.  How  is  his  health  f — A.  He  has  not  seen  a  sick  day  since  I  have 
been  there.  To  illustrate.  General  Gomez  calle<l  me  the  morning  I  left 
there,  and  said  <^  I  wan  t  to  speak  to  you.  There  have  been  false  reports, 
and  some  may  say  to  you  that  I  have  been  sick."  Gomez  is  a  man  over 
70  years  old.  He  put  his  hand  on  the  pommel  of  his  saddle  and  vaulted 
right  over,  and  put  his  other  hand  on  and  vaulted  right  back  again. 
He  said  to  me,  ^' You  do  that,"  and  I  told  him  that  I  hsbd  business  else- 
where. <^A  sick  man  can  not  do  that,"  he  said.  The  army  numbered 
a  little  over  40,000,  and  they  can  put  in  the  field  a  little  over  60,000 
men*  Of  course  every  expedition  landed  there  would  increase  the 
numerical  strength* 

Q.  When  you  speak  of  40,000  men  armed,  are  they  well  armed  f — A. 
We  consider  the  Remington  a  pretty  good  arm,  and  that  is  what  they 
have,  except  General  Gomez's  escort,  who  are  armed  with  repeating 
rifles,  nearly  all  armed  with  Mauser  rifles,  captured  from  soldiers  who 
have  come  in  or  been  captured.  There  is  hardly  a  day  that  Spanish  sol- 
diers do  not  come  in  and  surrender.  When  I  was  on  my  way  here  I  met 
14  soldiers  who  were  on  their  way  to  surrender.  The  Spanish  soldiers 
fight  as  though  they  had  been  lassoed  and  brought  there  and  forced  to 
flght  against  their  will.    The  soldier  does  not  fight  with  any  energy  or 
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vim.  They  say  ^'  What  do  we  care  for  this  Mand  of  Cuba;  it  never 
does  us  any  good,  or  never  will."  Bat  tbey  are  forced  to  fight,  and 
they  are  mostly  boys  from  16  to  21  years  of  age. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  Do  those  boys  do  that  butchery  f — A.  Under  command  of  thdr 
officers.  They  are  well  disciplined.  I  will  say  that  much  for  the  Spanish 
soldiery.  They  are  the  best  disciplined  soldiers  I  ever  saw.  I  have  seen 
a  Spanish  officer  kick  a  man  and  throw  him  down  and  jump  on  him 
with  both  feet,  and  he  never  say  a  word  or  growl  or  grumble. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  one  question  as  to  General  Gomez's  character. 
What  do  you  think  of  him  as  a  man  of  talent,  energy,  honor,  humanity, 
and  courage  f — A.  He  is  well  educated,  has  done  a  great  deal  of  study- 
ing and  reading  in  his  life,  a  man  that  is  firm,  stanch,  true  firiend,  a 
bad  enemy,  but  a  just  man  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions.  I  think 
that  is  General  Gomez's  character  to  a  letter.  I  would  not  want  him 
for  an  enemy. 

After  examining  and  correcting  my  deposition  as  above,  I  sign  the 
same  under  oath. 

Wm.  D.  Smith. 
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STATEMEIT  07  OEOBOE  BROHSOIT  BSA  OH  THE   IITH  DAT  07 

JUHE,  1897. 

Mr.  Be  A  was  sworn  by  Mr.  Davis,  chairman  of  the  committee. 
In  the  absence  of  Senator  Clark,  Senator  Davis  acted  as  a  member 
of  the  sabcommittee. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  age,  and  place  of  birth. — A.  George 
Bronson  Rea;  28  years  old;  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Q.  What  is  your  occapationf — A.  !N'ewspaper  correspondent;  also 
electrical  engineer. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  been  in  the  Island  of  Gnbaf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  there,  and  for  what  purpose! — A.  I  went  there 
first  in  1890,  to  take  charge  of  the  Matanzas  electric  light  plant;  was 
on  the  island  abont  four  and  a  half  years,  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  engaged  in  patting  up  electric-light  plants  and  machinery. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  there! — A.  Al^ut  two  months  ago,  finally. 
On  the  18th  of  January  last  year  I  went  to  the  field  as  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Herald  and  joined  (leneral  Gomez. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  Gomez! — A.  I  found  Gomez  at  the  sugar 
estate  of  San  Antonio  de  Pulido  at  Alquizar. 

Q.  What  province! — ^A.  Havana. 

Q.  Have  you  been  with  him  continuously  until  you  left  the  island! — 
A.  No,  sir;  was  with  him  about  one  month,  then  joined  the  forces  ot 
Antonio  Maceo.  I  joined  after  the  first  campaign  in  Pinar  del  Eio, 
stayed  with  him  some  time  (six  months),  and  then  returned  to  Havana, 
and,  watching  my  chance,  managed  to  slip  through  the  Spanish  lines, 
and  came  home  in  October  last. 

Q.  Where  did  you  embark! — A.  At  Havana.  I  went  back  in  Jan- 
uary of  this  year  as  war  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  and 
came  home  about  the  middle  of  April. 

Q.  At  what  do  you  estimate  the  force  of  Gomez — I  mean  all  the 
forces  of  the  insurgents  in  Cuba — at  the  time  you  left  the  lines! — A.  It 
is  a  rather  difficult  thing  to  figure  accurately,  but  with  a  little  compi- 
lation a  very  fair  estimate  could  be  made.  At  the  time  I  left  Gomez 
he  had  about  150  men  under  his  personal  command. 

Q.  His  escort! — A.  Yes,  sir;  his  escort  and  the  Victoria  regiment. 
They  each  comprised  about  80  men.  The  escort  has  about  80,  and  the 
Victoria  regiment  also  about  80,  approximately. 

In  the  Province  of  Santa  Clara  his  forces  are  divided  into  two  divi- 
sions and  various  regiments— in  one  minute  I  can  give  the  total  accu- 
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rately.  This  recent  canipaigu  of  Gomez  in  the  eastern  part  of  La 
Villas  has  been  carried  out  by  the  first  division  of  what  they  call  the 
fourth  army  corps,  divided  into  three  brigades:  The  brigade  of 
Bemedios,  about  800  men ;  the  brigade  of  Saucti  Spiritus,  about  1500 
men ;  and  the  brigade  of  Trinidad,  about  400  men.  There  are  three 
more  brigades,  composing  the  second  division:  That  of  Oienfuegos, 
about  500  men;  the  brigade  of  Sagua,  about  400;  and  the  brigade  of 
Villa  Glara,  probably  500  more.  That  is  all  in  that  province.  In  the 
province  of  Matanzas  there  are  very  few  insurgents;  indeed,  I  think 
they  could  be  safely  estimated  at  about  400  or  500  men  in  the  whole 
province.  In  the  province  of  Havana,  probably  at  the  present  time 
there  ai*e  2,000  insurgents.  Last  November— or  October,  I  meant  to 
say — I  was  down  in  the  province  of  Havana  about  one  mouth  or  a 
month  and  a  half,  and  then  there  were  about  that  number,  and  the 
force  has  not  augmented.  Contrary  to  all  stories  as  to  their  number, 
the  force  has  not  increased.  I  left  Maceo  in  Pinar  del  Kio  with  6,000 
men.  The  number  of  men  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  island  is — what  I 
have  said  already  in  regard  to  the  western  part  can  be  relied  on,  but  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  island  I  would  not  like  to  give  any  testimony  to 
be  depended  upon  as  accurate — as  to  my  opinion  as  to  the  number  of 
men,  there  are,  I  should  judge,  probably  about  4,000  or  5,000  men  in 
the  two  eastern  provinces. 

Q.  What  provinces! — A.  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  Oamaguey.  The 
total  I  have  not  figured,  but  in  my  estimation  they  do  not  exceed 
25,000  armed  men  on  the  island. 

Q.  Under  whose  command  is  the  eastern  armyf — A.  The  department 
of  the  east  is  under  command  of  Calixto  Garcia,  divided  into  three  corps, 
and  subdivided  into  brigades  and  regiments. 

Q.  You  have  never  been  with  Garcia? — A.  No,  sir.  I  never  have 
been  in  the  eastern  provinces.  I  have  been  all  through  Pinar  del  Bio, 
Matanzas,  and  Havana 

Q.  As  a  soldier? — ^A.  No,  sir;  as  a  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Herald. 

Q.  You  were  not  engaged  in  fighting? — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  have  wit- 
nessed some  eighty  fights,  not  to  mention  skirmishes,  and  have  had  two 
bullets  through  me.  I  was  with  Maceo  during  that  second  western  cam- 
paign, and  joined  Gomez  after  the  invasion. 

Q.  You  was  not  with  Maceo  when  he  was  killed? — A.  No, sir;  I  was 
in  New  York,  but  I  have  seen  those  who  crossed  the  trocha  with  him 
and  witnessed  his  death — Gordon,  who  was  killed,  Pedro  Diaz,  and 
the  servant  of  Maceo — all  who  knew  most  of  the  details. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  through  the  trocha? — A.  By  way  of  the  swamp. 
I  was  just  showing  a  picture  to  Senator  Davis — as  I  saw  you  were 
interested  in  Mr.  BonsaFs  description  of  the  torcha — ^I  wrote  an  article 
last  year  in  regard  to  it.  We  were  two  days  in  the  swamp  waiting  to 
cross,  and  finally,  under  cover  of  darkness,  we  managed  to  elude  the 
vigilance  of  the  sentries  and  sneak  across.  There  is  a  great  deal  writ- 
ten about  that  trocha  in  Pinar  del  Bio,  but  there  is  not  one  man  in  a 
dozen  who  has  ever  seen  it. 

(Mr.  Kea  here  exhibited  to  the  subcommittee  a  drawing  showing  a 
portion  of  the  southern  part  of  the  trocha.) 

That  is  the  part  of  the  trocha  that  goes  through  the  Majana  swamp. 
Here  is  a  map  I  <lrew  of  that  country  down  there  from  actual  exi>eri- 
ence.  The  trocha  runs  from  Maricl  south  to  this  swamp,  across  the 
narrowest  part  of  the  island,  about  21  miles,  or  7  Ouban  leagues.  From 
Mariel  toGuaniyay  the  trocha  runs  along  the  macadamized  road,  which 


AFFAIRS  IN  CUBA.  377 

they  have  taken  as  a  basis  from  which  to  operate  and  on  which  to 
baild.  From  Guanajay  to  Artimisa  it  also  runs  along  the  macadamized 
way,  and  they  have  these  forts  scattered  all  along,  and  in  front  of  the 
road  to  the  trocha  (the  vanguard,  as  the  Spanish  say)  there  is  barbed 
wire  fence,  and  still  farther  in  front  they  have  sown  cactus  and  other 
thorny  plants  to  prevent  cavalry  crossing.  From  Artemisa  south, 
which  is  probably  the  strongest  part  of  the  line,  the  trocha  leaves  the 
macadamized  road.  The  road  passes  through  Manias  and  continues  to 
Candelaria.  The  trocha  runs  south  through  the  sugar  estates  of 
Waterloo,  8n.  Leon,  Neptuno,  and  Maravilla.  Neptuno  is  the  head- 
quarters of  the  southern,  division.  Here  is  where  it  enters  the  Majana 
swamp.  This  is  the  only  place  where  the  insurgents  have  ever  crossed 
that  trocha.    I  can  say,  in  this  part  of  the  trocha 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  Which  part,  south  part  or  north  partf — A.  From  Mariel  to  Nep- 
tuno — the  entire  part  on  dry  ground — ^there  has  never  been  an  insur- 
gent force  or  party  known  to  cross,  except  two  who  made  a  dash  and 
crossed  it.  In  this  part  (the  S'^uthem)  the  crossing  is  made  in  the 
swamp  through  the  mud  and  water.  I  was  in  mud  and  slush  up  to  my 
neck,  and  Maceo  crossed  the  trocha  in  this  little  bay  (of  Mariel)  in 
boats,  the  same  as  Sylvester  Scovel  did  when  he  crossed  westward. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  Going  east  or  westt — ^A.  Going  east.    (Here  I  referred  to  my  own 

trip-) 

Q.  Where  was  Maceo  when  you  joined  t — A.  In  Havana. 

Q.  Whent— A.  In  February,  1896. 

B.  Did  you  cross  the  trocha  with  him  to  Pinar  del  Rio! — A.  The 
trocha  was  not  made  when  we  crossed  into  Pinar  del  Bio. 

Q.  Was  it  in  process  of  construetiont—A.  No,  sir;  they  started  to 
construct  it  after  Maceo  was  in  the  province,  with  the  idea  of  catching 
him  in  a  trap,  so  that  he  could  not  get  out. 

Q.  How  mauv  men  did  Maceo  taket — A.  About  5,000  men  when  he 
entered  Pinar  del  Kio. 

Q.  Where  are  those  men  now,  or  when  you  left  the  island  t — A.  I 
suppose  most  of  them  are  there. 

Q.  In  Pinar  del  Kiof — A.  Yes,  sir;  perhaps  some  of  them  crossed 
the  trocha  and  got  back.  I  suppose  there  may  be  5,000  of  them  there 
now,  of  the  6^000  he  had  with  him. 

(NoTX. — ^There  was  probably  1,000  there  under  Bermndez,  Sotomayor,  and  others 
when  he  entered.) 

Q.  Tou  say  they  got  across  the  trocha  through  the  swamp  t — A.  Yes, 
sir:  I  know  they  couldn't  get  through  any  other  way. 

Q.  Did  you  cross  that  trocha f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  crossed  that  trocha. 

Q.  Through  the  swamp  t — ^A.  When  we  entered  Pinar  del  Kio  we  did 
not  cross  through  the  swamp.  There  was  no  necessity  of  doing  so. 
The  trocha  was  not  established  at  that  time. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  with  you  when  you  crossed  t — A.  About  19. 

Q.  Who  were  you  going  to  report  tot — A.  I  was  trying  to  get  home. 

Q*  After  you  got  through,  you  did  go  homef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  By  what  route! — A.  I  came  through  the  southern  part  of  the 
Province  of  Havana  to  8au  Jose  de  las  Lajas.  I  was  a  mouth  and  a 
half  in  the  Province  of  Havana  before  I  saw  my  opportunity  to  get  to 
Havana* 

Q.  Your  opportunity  to  get  through  the  Spanish  lines  or  the  Ouban 
lines  t — ^A.  Through  the  Spanish  lines. 
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Q.  Toa  witnessed  some  battles  after  you  got  back? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  in  command? — A.  General  Aguirre. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now;  was  he  killed f — A.  He  is  dead.  He  died  a 
natural  death  in  December. 

Q.  How  near  did  he  approach  Havana  while  you  was  in  his  ooni- 
pany  f — A.  About  20  miles. 

Q.  What  place  T — A.  AtTivoTivo;  between  San  Miguel  and  Oampo 
Florida. 

Q.  About  what  time  was  it  when  you  left  Aguirre  and  came  on 
homet — A.  About  the  1st  of  October. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  back  to  Cubat — A.  in  January  of  this  year; 
left  here  on  the  13tfa  of  January. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Gomez  since  you  went  backt — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him! — A.  When  he  was  besieging  the  town 
of  Arroyo  Blanco,  on  the  28th  of  January. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  t — A.  I  stayed  with  Gomez  one  day;  wrote 
my  dispatches,  and  got  them  off,  and  was  ba^k  there  again  in  about 
two  weeks,  and  was  with  him  three  ditt'ereut  times  afterwards. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  throagh  the  Spanish  lines  on  these  diflerent 
occasions! — A.  The  first  time  I  started  for  the  field  I  left  Havana  with 
the  credentials  of  the  New  York  Herald  in  my  pockety  and  also  a 
military  pass  signed  by  General  Arderius,  which  I  have  in  my  pocket 
now,  giving  me  permission  to  go  with  the  Spanish  columns.  It  did  not 
say  which  columns,  but  only  said  the  columns  in  operation  in  the  field. 
The  last  time  it  was  simply  a  question  of  luck  in  evading  Spanish  vigi- 
lance, because  the  Spanish  spies  were  after  me  very  hot.  I  managed 
to  shake  them  off  at  Trinidad,  under  pretext  of  going  to  a  sugar  estate. 

Q.  Were  the  Cuban  spies  ever  after  you  when  you  left  their  command 
to  go  into  Havana! — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  came  and  went,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  with  freedom! — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  As  far  as  the  Spanish  were  concerned,  you  were  watched! — A. 
Yes,  sir;  I  suppose,  if  caught,  I  should  have  suffered  the  fate  of  Grovin. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  with  him! — A.  They  chopped  him  up. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  that! — A.  Yes,  sir;  no  personal 
knowledge,  but  I  saw  his  grave  four  days  after  he  was  killed — no,  it 
was  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  weeks  after. 

Q.  Where  is  your  information  derived  ! — A.  I  derived  my  informa- 
tion from  two  persons  who  were  with  him;  one  LieutenantColonel 
Mirabal  and  the  other  Colonel  Gordon— both  dead  now.  They  were  in 
a  fight  between  Major  Valencia,  who  had  60  or  SO  men,  and  the  Span- 
iards under  General  Ochoa  from  Jaruco.  It  took  place  near  the  sugar 
estate  of  Jiquiabo,  and,  as  generally  the  case  in  a  little  fight,  the  Cubans, 
after  firing  a  few  volleys,  got  out  of  the  way,  and  Govin,  never  having: 
been  in  a  fight  before,  found  himself  alone  and  the  Spaniards  very  close 
to  him.  They  told  mc  that  Govin,  when  he  saw  he  was  to  be  captured, 
walked  forward  to  meet  the  Spanish  column  to  surrender,  hoping  his 
American  citizenship  would  help  him  in  this  case;  but  it  seems  that 
his  papers — parties  told  me  who  said  they  were  watehing  and  saw  it 
done  (but  I  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  the  statement  myself, 
because  I  never  saw  a  Cuban  that  would  stay  near  a  Spanish  column 
long  enough  to  watch  much) — but  they  said  the  papers  were  torn  up 
and  thrown  in  his  face,  and  he  was  tied  to  another  man  and  taken  to 
San  Mateo  and  kept  there  all  night,  and  the  next  morning  as  they  were 
lead  out  to  march  to  Jaruco  he  was  untied  from  the  other  prisoner  and 
fastened  to  a  tree  and  chopped  up  with  machetesi  and  two  days  after,  lus 
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body  beiDg  left  there,  Lientenant-Golonel  Mirabal  and  Valencia  who 
were  looking,  as  they  generally  do,  for  anything  left  on  the  ground,  or 
for  dead  people,  found  the  body  and  carried  and  buried  it  at  the  end  of 
a  potato  field,  which  spot  they  showed  me.  I  have  no  doubt  Goviu  was 
foully  dealt  with,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  cause  was  that  he  was  an 
American. 

Q.  What  was  Govin — a  correspondent! — A.  This  is  information  I 
have  heard — I  never  met  Govin,  and  while  I  am  in  sympathy  with  him, 
I  understand  he  came  with  this  expedition,  and  while  he  had  these 
papers  as  correspondent  of  the  Jacksonville  Equator-Democrat,  he  was 
nominally  an  insurgent,  and  from  what  I  can  understand  he  carried  a 
revolver. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  a  revolver  while  there t — A.  No,  sir;  excuse  me,  I 
did  carry  a  revolver  for  about  two  weeks,  but  never  used  it.  I  obtained 
it  for  one  of  my  servants,  and  when  I  had  carried  it  a  couple  of  weeks 
I  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  Where  were  youf — A.  In  Pinar  del  Rio. 

Q.  Did  you  carry  it  for  protection  against  the  Spaniards  or  against 
the  Gubansf — ^A.  I  never  carried  it  for  x)rotection.  So  far  as  that  goes, 
or  far  as  the  Cubans  were  concerned,  I  was  treated  very  well,  and  as 
far  as  the  Spaniards  were  concerned,  I  could  get  out  of  the  way  when 
they  came  by  following  or  keeping  up  with  the  Cubans. 

Q.  You  never  engaged  in  hostilities  at  all? — A.  I  never  engaged  in 
hostilities;  no,  sir.  I  directed  Gomez  once  how  to  burn  out  a  locomo- 
tive, and  that  is  all.  I  took  no  actual  hand  in  it;  I  told  the  old  man 
how  they  could  do  it,  and  men — ^Cubans — went  to  work  and  did  it.  That 
is  as  far  as  my  experience  in  helping  the  insurgents  has  ever  gone. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  burning  out  a  locomotive — destroying  itf — 
A.  Tes,  sir.  If  the  water  gets  low  and  the  fire  is  kept  going,  it  will 
burn  out  the  tubes  and  then  it  will  not  stand  the  pressure. 

Q.  He  had  captured  the  locomotive,  and  wanted  to  destroy  itf — A. 
Yes,  sir.  He  asked  me  how  to  do  it — he  knew  I  was  an  electrical 
en^neer — and  I  gave  him  the  benefit  of  my  experience. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  the  benefit  of  your  experience  in  firing  dynamite 
shellsf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  how  to  do  itt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  Did  he  ever  ask  for  your  assistance? — A.  Maceo  intimated  as 
much  to  me  once  or  twice,  but  I  thought  I  was  not  there  to  do  that;  I 
was  there  as  a  neutral,  and  it  was  not  my  business.  They  have  had 
a  few  foreigners  come  there  to  show  them  how  to  blow  up  railroad 
trains  and  use  dynamite  cartridges,  and  they  have  treated  them  badly, 
in  such  a  way  as  to  disgust  them  and  drive  them  away. 

Q.  I  understand  from  your  statement  that  both  Gomez  and  Maceo 
inspected  your  neutrality. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  compel  you  to  do  anything  you  did  not  wish  to? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Who  were  these  men  who  were  badly  treated? — A.  I  remember 
the  powder  maker — I  do  not  know  anything  of  him  myself;  this  is 
hearsay.  A  powder  maker  came  to  Gomez.  He  may  have  been  an 
adventurer,  but  he  was  well  versed  in  explosives  and  could  have  been 
of  great  benefit  to  the  Cubans.  I  know  nothing  of  what  was  done,  but 
he  was  disgusted  and  had  to  get  away.  There  was  also  a  Frenchman 
from  Havana,  who  came  out  to  manufacture  dynamite,  and  finally  he 
did  make  a  couple  of  bombs  and  wanted  to  blow  up  a  railway  train, 
bat  they  were  jealoud  because  he  was  going  to  get  some  glory  and  only 
sent  a  small  force  of  18  men  to  assist  him.    He  exploded  the  bombs. 
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and  when  the  engine  vent  off  the  track  they  had  a  couple  of  hand 
bombs  which  they  were  to  throw  into  the  train,  but  when  the  engine 
was  derailed  and  the  Spanish  soldiers  poured  out  of  the  cars  the 
Cubans  got  scared  and  ran  away  and  left  the  Frenchman  alone.  He 
got  away  safe,  but  was  disgusted,  and  left  them. 

Q.  That  was  the  bad  treatmentf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  personal  bad  treatmentf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Twenty  men  were  not  expected  to  capture  any  considerable  force, 
were  they  f — ^A.  No,  sir ;  but  they  had  two  big  hand  bombs  prepared — it 
was  in  a  cut  in  the  railway — and  as  the  lirst  bomb  was  exploded  and 
the  train  went  off  the  track  and  the  soldiers  began  to  come  out  they 
were  to  throw  these  bombs  and  blow  the  soldiers  to  pieces. 

Q.  You  said  that  the  Frenchman  was  not  captured. — ^A.  N0|  sir;  he 
got  away. 

Q.  A  while  ago  you  stated,  if  I  understood  you,  that  if  these  men, 
the  Spaniards,  had  caught  you  while  you  were  slipping  through  the 
lines  they  would  have  treated  you  as  they  did  Govin. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  if 
they  had  caught  me  in  the  field,  I  believe  they  would.  I  was  virtually 
an  insurgent,  as  I  had  violated  their  military  laws.  Most  any  army 
would  have  treated  a  man  in  that  way.  They  might  not  have  killed 
me,  but  might  have  sent  me  to  Morro  Castle.  When  General  Weyler 
came  to  the  island  as  Captain-General,  he  issued  an  order  that  all  corre- 
spondents should  be  prohibited  ft*om  going  into  the  field.  I  was  in  the 
field  already,  but  he  had  such  a  bad  reputation  that  one  would  feed  a 
little  bit  uneasy  about  it  after  getting  into  his  hands.  I  rode  into 
Havana  on  the  stage  coach,  and  as  luck  would  have  it  nobody  said 
anything  to  me. 

Q.  You  road  into  Havana  on  a  stage  coach  f — A.  That  was  the  first 
time — last  October.  I  got  on  the  stage  coach  that  runs  to  San  Jose  de 
las  Lajas,  about  20  miles  out — I  should  say  20  kilometers. 

Q.  Was  that  in  the  Spanish  liuest — A.  It  is  called  the  Spanish 
lines,  but  the  highway  runs  through  the  open  country.  I  got  on  the 
coach  at  the  home  of  a  friend  of  mine 

Q.  Where  are  the  Spanish  lines  T — ^A.  The  Spaniards  do  not  have 
any  force  in  the  open  country.  They  have  their  garrisbns  in  the 
town 

Q.  You  mean  at  the  fortified  towns  f — A.  There  are  no  unfortified 
towns. 

Q.  The  trocha  is  in  the  Spanish  lines  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  What  is  under- 
stood as  the  Spanish  lines.  The  Spaniards  have  the  forts  and  the 
fortified  towns.  All  the  towns  not  fortified  have  been  burned  and 
destroyed  either  by  the  Cubans  or  by  the  Spaniards.  Cubans  started 
the  ball  rolling  by  burning  several  towns,  and  the  Spaniards  evacuated 
many  of  the  small  towns  that  they  considered  were  no  value  to  them  to 
hold  and  burned  them. 

Q.  You  only  know  that  definition  of  the  Spanish  lines  f — ^A.  The  only 
definition  is  in  the  fortified  towns  and  along  the  trocha. 

Q.  Along  the  trocha! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Outside  the  fortified  towns  the  country  would  be  denominated  as 
in  the  Cuban  lines  f — ^A.  Hardly,  as  the  Cubans  have  no  lines.  The 
Cuban  lines  depend  entirely  on  the  close  proximity  of  the  Spanish  ool* 
umn.  The  Cuban  is  here  to-day  and  there  to-morrow.  The  Cuban  is 
in  this  place,  and  if  they  hear  of  a  Spanish  force  coming  they  cut  it  and 
get  out. 

Q.  That  applies  also  to  the  Sanisht — ^A.  Yes,  sir^  it  applies  equally 
to  one  as  to  the  other. 
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Q.  The  coantiy  is  dispated  groandf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  neither  one  is  able 
to  hold  it. 

Q.  Ton  would  say  that  the  proviuces  in  the  east  of  Cuba  are  in  the 
Cuban  lines f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  in  this  way:  In  the  campaign  of  General 
Weyler  last  year  he  paid  all  his  attention  to  Antonio  Maceo,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  until  recently,  or  up  to  January.  He  started  in  to 
annihilate  Antonio  Maceo,  and  it  took  up  the  best  part  of  bis  time  and 
attention.  When  he  got  through  there  (he  did  not  pacify  the  country, 
the  insurgents  are  there  to  a  large  extent  yet),  then  he  took  up  Gomez 
in  the  province  of  La  Villas.  Q'hat  left  the  province  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba  and  Camaguey  to  one  side,  but  if  Weyler  starts  to  operate  in 
those  provinces  the  conditions  there  will  be  the  same  as  in  the  west. 

Q.  Until  he  does  they  are  not  the  same Y — A.  He  has  recently  started. 
I  picked  up  a  paper  the  other  morning  stating  he  had  issued  the  recon 
centration  order  for  the  eastern  provinces.  There  is  one  thing,  the 
provinces  of  Matanzas,  Pinar  del  Eio,  and  Havana  are  largely  under 
the  Spanish  control,  because  they  are  aided  by  the  railroads.  They 
have  means  of  transportation  and  communication,  and  little  towns  are 
Bctittered  all  through  this  country.  Every  little  black  spot  on  this  map 
represents  a  fort.  In  the  provinces  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  Camaguey 
there  are  no  such  towns.  Even  before  the  war  it  was  a  very  sparsely 
settled  country.  There  are  no  railroads,  practically.  A  small  railroad 
runs  from  Puerto  Principe  to  Nuevitas,  and  one  runs  up  to  Sancti 
Spiritus  from  Tunas,  and  there  are  but  a  few  small  towns  scattered 
through  these  provinces.  The  large  towns  of  importance  have  been 
fortified  and  successfully  held  by  the  Spaniards,  but  there  was  no 
necessity  of  expending  a  large  amount  of  money  in  places  where  it 
was  not  worth  the  expense. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  Why  do  they  not  do  it  in  one  part  of  the  island  as  well  as  in 
anotherf — ^A.  That  is  because  they  have  the  railroads  to  help  them  in 
the  west 

Q.  In  one  place  they  can  and  in  another  place  they  can  notf — A. 
They  owe  their  superiority  to  the  fact  that  they  can  readily  communi- 
cate in  the  western  provinces.  At  every  other  town  or  so  there  is  sta- 
tioned a  Spanish  operating  column  that  goes  into  the  field  looking  up 
the  insurgents.  These  operating  columns  are  established  about  10  or 
12  miles  apart,  and  they  opera;te  each  in  its  own  zone,  and  when  they 
find  an  insurgent  force,  by  the  sound  of  the  firing  the  other  columns  are 
attracted  to  the  scene,  and  the  Cubans  can  not  stay  and  fight,  because 
they  would  be  annihilated  if  they  did.  In  the  eastern  provinces  the 
Spanish  can  not  do  that,  because  the  towns  are  small  and  few  and  far 
between.  Where  Gomez  is  operating  at  present  there  is  no  town  except 
Arroyo  Blanco,  14  leagues  from  Sancti  Spiritus,  and  the  Spaniards  are 
compelled  to  come  out  in  force  because  they  have  no  place  to  rest 
until  they  reach  another  large  town,  and  the  Cubans  have  a  chance  to 
harass  them  by  bushwhacking  and  constantly  harassing  them. 

By  Mr.  Moboan  : 

Q.  How  many  fights  have  you  been  in,  did  you  say  t — ^A.  More  or 
less,  about  80;  not  counting  little  shooting  scraps. 

Q.  How  many  t — A.  About  80,  not  counting  shooting  scraps. 

Q.  In  how  many  battles  have  the  Cubans  held  the  ground t — A.  I 
have  only  seen  the  Cubans  advance  twice. 

Q.  I  onlyspeak  of  holding  the  ground. — A.  They  may  hold  the  ground 
temporarily — ^for  one  minute  or  ten  minutes  or  fifteen. 


382  AFFAIRS   IN  CUBA. 

Q.  I  mean  after  the  battle  is  over. — ^A.  They  generally  come  back 
after  the  Spaniards  give  up  the  pursuit. 

Q.  After  the  pursuit  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  with  Antonio  Maceo  in 
those  fights  around  Tapia,  and  we  had  about  a  dozen  of  them,  hot  and 
heavy.  He  would  wait  until  the  Spaniards  came  up,  and  from  one  hill- 
top he  would  hold  them  back  until  they  grew  too  strong  for  him  and 
then  retreat  to  the  next  hilltop,  going  back  and  back  until  the  Span- 
iards would  give  it  up  after  a  while  and  retire,  getting  tired  of  the 
conflicL 

Q.  When  they  got  tired,  Maceo  would  come  backf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  would  win  the  battle  t — A'.  I  would  call  it  a  draw.  There  is 
one  strange  thing  about  it;  I  rarely  saw  a  Onban  killed.  The  largest 
loss  suffered  by  the  Cubans  was  15  kUled  and  84  wounded. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  At  the  night  attack  on  La  Palma,  in  Pinar 
del  Kio,  March  31  of  last  year. 

Q.  What  was  the  loss  of  Spaniards  in  these  same  fights f — A.  In  the 
ordinary  fighting,  very  little  difference. 

Q.  In  the  heavy  fightingt — A.  I  think  the  heaviest  loss  of  the 
Spaniards  was  in  the  battle  of  Cacarajicara,  in  Pinar  del  Rio. 

Q.  Well? — A.  Their  loss  was  variously  estimated  at  from  four  to  five 
hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

Q.  Whathasbeenthecomparativelossf — A.  Aboutequal.  Probably 
the  Spaniards  have  suffered  a  little  more  loss,  owing  to  a  certain  reason 
in  regard  to  the  bullets.  The  Cubans  are  armed  almo.st  entirely  with 
the  Kemington  or  these  little  sporting  rifles,  using  the  old  leaden  bullet. 
which,  when  it  strikes  a  bone,  '^mushrooms"  and  causes  a  fracture,  ana 
with  the  Spaniards  when  sent  to  the  hospital  it  is  a  grave  ease.  With 
the  Cubans  it  is  different,  as  far  as  their  wounds  are  concerned.  The 
Spaniards  use  the  Mauser  rifle,  and  these  bullets  when  they  go  through 
do  not  break  or  injure  the  bone.  I  had  a  wound  where  the  bullet  just 
scraped  the  bone. 

Q.  Did  yon  go  to  the  hospital? — A.  No,  sir.  I  have  seen  a  man  shot 
through  the  temple,  and  he  is  living,  but  lost  his  sight.  It  does  not 
shatter  the  bone  as  the  other  bullet  does.  I  think  that  will  explain  to 
a  great  extent  why  the  Cubans  have  had  so  very  few  killed.  And  then 
the  Spaniards  shoot  very  wild.  The  Cubans  are  very  bad  shots  and  the 
Spaniards  are  worse,  if  anything.  The  Spaniards  fire  entirely  by 
volley  and  at  the  word  of  command,  the  Cubans  at  will.  The  Spaniard 
goes  into  the  fight  with  150  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  the  Cubans  are 
lucky  if  they  have  ten.  I  have  seen  them  with  but  two,  and  that  in  one 
of  the  largest  fights  they  had.  The  Cubans  claim  they  had  but  1,200 
rounds  among  1,500  men,  and  yet  the  S]>aniards  counted  it  as  one  of  the 
biggest  fights  of  the  war.  The  Captain  General  was  in  command.  Gen. 
Sabas  Marin  was  Captain-General  in  the  interim  when  Campos  went  to 
Spain  and  before  Weyler  reached  the  island.  At  the  present  time  the 
Cubans  are  fairly  well  supplied  with  ammunition. 

Q.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  number  of  troops  Spain  has  put  into 
this  war? — A.  I  had  no  means  of  knowing,  except  the  statement  of  the 
Spanish  that  they  number  about  125,000  men. 

Q.  That  is,  troops  imported  from  Spain? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  had  other  troops  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  guerrillas,  or 
volunteers,  and  the  guarda  civil. 

Q.  What  is  their  strength? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  is  their  reputed  strength? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Five  thousand,  or  10,000,  or  20,000?— A.  The  guerrillas  alone, 
probably  10,000. 
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Q.  That  would  make  135,000.  Now  about  the  gaardt — A.  They  are 
included  in  the  anny. 

Q.  There  have  been  136,000  men  put  in  there,  then  f — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well  armed  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  the  artillery  they  can  take  care  off — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  are 
very  few  columns  that  do  not  have  artillery  with  them,  especially  moun- 
t«ain  artillery;  but  my  experience  has  been  that  the  artillery  was  of  no 
account.  1  have  been  with  Maceo  when  they  have  shelled  us  for  hours 
and  nobody  hurt.  I  have  only  seen  two  men  killed  by  the  explosion  of 
shells  during  my  experience. 

Q.  They  sheltered  themselves  behind  trees,  elevations  of  the  ground, 
etct — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  think  it  is  because  the  gunners  are  at  fault  and 
the  explosive  power  of  the  bursting  charge  is  deficient.  The  radius  of 
explosion  is  small,  probably  not  over  25  feet. 

Q.  Do  they  use  shell  or  shrapnel  f — A.  Both.  We  had  about  a  hun- 
dred ftom  the  train  that  was  captured  at  Pozo  Eedondo  by  Pedro  Diaz, 
and  they  were  shrapnel  with  percussion  fuses. 

Q.  Can  you  account — ^this  war  has  been  going  on  for  two  years  and 
a  half  or  morel — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  way  of  accounting  for  the  fact  that  the  Cubans — 
according  to  your  estimate  being  only  25,000  strong — have  been  able  to 
prevent  the  135,000  Spaniards  from  running  over  and  destroying 
themt — A.  You  can  not  lick  a  man  if  he  will  not  let  you,  or  if  he  runs 
away  from  you  all  the  time. 

Q.  It  is  bounded  by  the  sea  on  every  side,  and  that  is  patrolled  by 
the  navy  of  Spain  t — A.  There  are  a  great  many  hills  and  woods,  etc. 
A  body  of  1,000  men  does  not  take  up  much  space.  That  is  the  reason 
Gomez  has  divided  his  men  into  bodies  of  about  150  men,  so  he  can  get 
into  the  woods. 

Q.  If  his  force  does  not  shrink  considerably,  how  long  can  he  protract 
this  struggle t — A.  As  long  as  he  has  anything  to  eat. 

Q.  What  are  his  resources  for  feeding  his  forces! — A.  When  I  left 
the  Province  of  La  Villas,  two  months  ago,  the  eastern  part,  where 
Gomez  is,  had  quite  a  large  number  of  cattle,  owing  to  the  reason  that 
it  is  a  grazing  country,  quite  the  reverse  to  the  western  provinces, 
which  are  devoted  to  the  culture  of  cane  and  tobacco.  The  eastern 
provinces  of  La  Villas  and  Camaguey  are  devoted  to  cattle  and  graz- 
ing, the  eastern  part  of  La  Villas  especially.  While  he  had  plenty  of 
cattle  to  last  him,  economically,  for  about  a  year,  he  had  no  potatoes, 
no  vegetables,  of  any  account. 

Q.  At  what  place  had  he  nonef — A.  At  Los  Hoyos  and  Los  Barra- 
cones. 

Q.  That  is  west  of  the  trocha,  in  the  eastern  part  of  La  Villas  t — A. 
La  Villas  is  not  a  province.  When  I  speak  of  La  Villas  I  mean  the 
province  of  Santa  Clara;  it  is  commonly  called  La  Villas  by  the  Cubans. 

Q«  I  am  speaking  of  the  resources  of  the  provinces  under  Gomez's 
and  Garcia's  commands.  What  supply  of  provisions  have  theyf — A. 
I  must  give  you  that  information  just  as  I  have  it  from  people  in  the 
field — people  who  have  come  from  there.  In  the  province  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba  the  cattle  have  almost  entirely  disappeared;  in  fact,  I  learned 
that  before  I  left  Cuba  last  year  the  cattle  were  almost  gone.  They 
never  had  many  cattle  there.  It  is  a  hilly  and  mountainous  country, 
almost  all  cofiee  plantations,  and  the  insurgents  are  living  on  yucca, 
malanga,  and  other  roots.  We  find  the  reverse  in  the  province  of 
Camaguey  or  Puerto  Principe.  There  they  have  plenty  of  cattle,  owing 
to  the  tsict  that  before  the  war  it  was  a  grazing  country,  and  cattle  was 
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the  principal  support  of  the  people.    There  are  plenty  of  cattle  still 
that  conld  be  made,  with  economy,  to  last  a  long  time. 

Q.  Under  whose  control! — A.  Under  both  Spanish  and  Cnban;  that 
is,  the  Spanish  around  Puerto  Principe  have  a  large  number  corralled, 
but  the  majority  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Cubans. 

Q.  Kow,  east  f — A.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  province  of  Santa  Clara 
there  are  still  quite  a  number  of  cattle  and  a  few  vegetables. 

Q.  Farther  east! — A.  Farther  west! 

Q.  No;  farther  east. — A.  Farther  east!  You  mean  west  I  have 
taken  the  two  eastern  provinces.  First  comes  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Puerto 
Principe,  Santa  Clara,  and  then  Matanzas. 

Q.  Santa  Clara,  then. — ^A.  In  the  eastern  portion  there  are  plenty  of 
cattle,  but  no  vegetables.  There  is  a  dividing  line  about  the  town  of 
Sancti  Spiritus.  To  the  west  of  that  we  find  a  range  of  mountains 
called  the  Trinidad  Hills.  These  hills  have  always  been  supposed  to 
be  a  stronghold  for  the  insurgents,  and  that  they  had  a  large  quantity 
of  vegetables  planted  there.  I  was  under  that  impression  until  I  trav- 
eled through  these  hills.  But,  owing  to  the  fact  that  Gomez  had  taken 
all  the  men  out  of  the  district,  the  Spaniards  had  invaded  them  and 
marched  around  at  their  pleasure,  and  when  I  made  my  last  trip  through 
the  hills  I  could  get  nothing  to  eat — ^practically  nothing  to  eat— just 
beef,  and  that  had  to  be  taken  from  the  corrals  near  the  Spanish  forts. 
This  statement  is  borne  out  by  Captain  Smith  in  his  statement  to  me 
that  in  the  camp  of  Eodriguez  at  Polavieja,  situated  near  Trinidad,  he 
had  to  eat  mule  steak,  which  shows  that  the  cattle  has  practically  given 
out.  In  the  northern  part  of  this  province,  near  Sagua  la  Orande, 
there  are  very  few  cattle,  and  their  chief  subsistence  is  vegetables. 

Q.  Let  us  go  to  the  west. — A.  The  province  of  Matanzas.  I  have 
very  good  authority  in  stating — I  have  it  from  the  last  man  who  made 
that  trip  across  the  province  in  February,  Maj.  Charles  Gordon,  an 
American,  on  whose  word  I  place  every  reliance.  He  told  me  that  in 
the  province  of  Matanzas  there  are  practically  no  insurgents.  There 
are  very  few  and  they  have  taken  refuge  in  the  swamps,  and  subsist 
chiefly  on  a  species  of  jutia  or  raccoon,  and  crocodile-tail  steaks;  have 
no  vegetables  and  no  cattle.  Whenever  they  wanted  any  cattle  they 
had  to  go  to  the  nearest  Spanish  town  and  take  them  from  the  Span- 
iards, and  the  same  with  vegetables.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
this,  because  in  the  province  of  Matanzas  the  insurgents  have  been 
very  negligent  in  looking  after  their  commissaries.  They  have  been 
very  wasteful,  and  besides  they  can  not  establish  prefectos. 

Q.  Why! — A.  Because  the  country  is  very  open.  They  have  a  few 
in  the  swamps,  but  in  the  provinces  of  Havana  and  Matanzas  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  hold  a  prefectora. 

Q.  You  say  it  is  open! — A.  It  is  the  open  country  of  that  island. 

Q.  Because  the  Spaniards  hold  the  towns! — ^A.  Because  the  towns 
are  close  together  and  the  Spanish  columns  are  continually  on  the 
move  and  there  are  no  hills  and  nooks  where  they  can  hide  themselves 
in  any  force,  except  along  the  southern  coast  in  these  swamps,  which 
are  terrible  places  to  live  in.  The  insurgents  can  not  hold  out  in  the 
province  of  Matanzas  a  day. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  they  are  holding  out! — ^A.  Well,  if  yon  want 
to  immerse  yourself  in  the  swamp  and  stay  there  you  are  holding  out, 
but  you  are  not  doing  anything. 

Q.  But  they  are  still  there! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Spanish  have  not  driven  them  out! — ^A.  They  have  driven 
them  off  the  open  country  where  they  ought  to  be. 
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Q.  Why  oagbt  they  to  be  thereto  A.  In  order  to  subsist. 

Q.  They  do  not  die^  do  they  t — ^A.  They  are  pretty  sick;  some  of  them 
with  fever. 

Q.  They  are  sick  with  fever  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  those  swamps,  the  best 
acclimated  man  will  get  pretty  sick. 

Q.  Was  yon  sickt — A.  Tes,  sir;  after  being  there  awhile;  that  was 
what  kept  roe  back  a  time. 

Q.  Yoa  say  you  had  to  go  to  the  caltivated  zones  to  get  vegetables  t — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  province  of  Matanzas. 

Q.  Did  they  get  themt — A.  Yes,  sir;  sometimes.  Whenever  they 
get  hungry  some  of  them  go  after  them. 

Q.  It  would  be  difficult  to  get  the  vegetables  if  the  people  did  not 
have  themt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  in  those  towns  and  around  those  zones  that  the  people 
are  stated  by  various  authorities  to  be  starving  to  death t — A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  believe  so. 

Q.  How  do  the  Cubans  get  the  provisions,  thenf — ^A.  Because,  I 
think,  the  starvation  business  has  been  exaggerated  and  overestimated. 

Q.  Who  do  you  think  has  exaggerated  itf — A.  I  think  they  have 
taken  two  or  three  small  towns  as  an  example  of  all  the  stations.  The 
boniato,  or  sweet  potato,  will,  if  thrust  into  the  ground,  grow  by  itself. 
I  have  seen  a  field  of  them  trampled  into  the  ground  by  the  Spanish 
cavalry,  and  in  two  or  three  months  they  have  been  there  again  just 
as  plenty.    Like  the  sweet  potato 

Q.  You  think  on  account  of  the  great  propagating  power  of  the 
.sweet  potato   you  can  not  believe  the  statements  of  those  other 
men A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  You  think  it  has  been  exaggerated,  thent — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  these  stations t — A.  Yes;  I  have  been  at  Trini- 
dad, Gienfuegos,  Santa  Olara,  Colon,  Jovellanos,  and  Matanzas  on  my 
trip  to  Gomez  last  January. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  it  is  exaggerated  if  you  have  not  seen  them  T — 
A.  Because  of  my  knowledge  of  the  country. 

Q.  If  the  i)eopIe  are  hemmed  in  in  the  towns,  and  the  order  author- 
izing these  zones  of  cultivation  has  been  revoked,  and  they  are  ordered 
to  be  shot  if  they  attempt  it,  you  would  not  suppose  the  people  would 
get  much  by  going  after  them,  even  if  the  potatoes  were  plenty  Y — A. 
KOy  sir;  I  don't  suppose  they  would. 

Q.  Suppose  the  worst  for  the  Cubans,  can  not  they  plant  boniatos; 
and  when  not  assailed  by  the  Spaniards  can  not  they  livef — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  they  can,  and  to  a  certain  extent  they  do,  but  in  the  province  of 
La  Yillas  they  have  shown  a  wasteful  spirit  by  eating  all  they  have 
to-day  and  never  giving  a  thought  to  tomorrow. 

Q.  Maybe  they  want  to  prevent  Weyler  from  getting  itf — A..  The 
Cubans  recognize,  too,  that  they  must  have  enough  to  eat  if  they  want 
to  wait  until  the  United  States  intervenes  and  recognizes  them. 

Q.  That  is  a  pretty  safe  reliance f — A.  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  Pinar  del  Rio — how  did  you  subsist  there  with  6,000  men! — A. 
I  left  Pinar  del  Kio  last  year,  last  October.  The  northern  part  of  the 
province,  from  Mariel  to  a  point  called  La  Mulata,  cattle  had  about 
disappeared.  There  were  a  few  corralled  in  the  hills  by  the  Cubans. 
Vegetables  had  completely  disappeared,  except  those  planted  around 
the  Spanish  forts.  The  cane  fields  had  been  burnt;  there  was  not  a 
stalk  of  cane  standing.  It  was  a  devastated  country  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.  This  was  not  done  by  the  Cubans,  but  by  the  Spaniards, 
to  take  away  the  fodder  for  the  Cuban  cavalry,  and  the  fire  spread 
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in  all  directions;  to  tho  thickets,  and  palm  groves,  and  eveiywbere 
else.  Antonio  Maceo  sent  every  three  nights  an  armed  force  of  men 
with  the  impedimenta  (two  or  three  hundred  unarmed  men)  down  near 
Cabanas  to  bring  the  beniatos  out,  or,  in  lieu  of  that,  they  went  to  the 
zones  of  cultivation  near  the  large  fortified  sugar  factories  La  lAu.ra. 
and  Bramales,  between  Cabanas  aud  Bahia  Honda,  where  there  were 
also  a  few  vegetables.  In  through  the  hills,  at  that  time,  Antonio 
Maceo  had  quite  a  large  number  of  vegetables  planted.  He  was  a  very 
practical  mau,  who  saw  ahead  more  than  any  of  the  rest,  and  be 
took  all  the  impedimenta,  probably  1,500  men,  and  he  set  them  to  work 
planting  sweet  potatoes,  so  he  must  have  had  quite  a  sufficient  sopply 
to  last  him  that  campaign  in  the  hills.  Along  the  southern  cimst,  or 
the  part  of  Pinar  del  Rio  lying  south  of  the  Cordillera,  there  was  quite 
a  supply  of  cattle,  aud,  in  fact,  all  south  of  the  railway  was  grazing 
ground,  and  large  cattle  ranches  were  scattered  throughout  the  country, 
but  I  should  not  think  there  was  mauy  cattle  left  at  the  present  time, 
because  the  policy  of  Weyler,  when  he  found  that  he  could  not  corutT 
the  Cubans,  was  to  destroy  their  means  of  subsistence;  and  all  cattle 
found  in  the  hills  and  on  the  plains  have  been  killed. 

Q.  About  how  many  troops  had  Weyler! — A,  About  40,000. 

Q.  And  Maceo  about  6,000? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  appears  the  Spaniards,  then,  were  engaged  in  raising  potatoes 
to  feed  Maceo's  command,  principally! — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  this  case. 

Q.  Whenever  they  got  out  of  potatoes  they  sent  out  and  got  them 
from  under  the  fort! — A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  If  I  understood  you  correctly,  there  was  never  a  battle  ground 
that  Maceo's  command  did  not  return  to  after  the  battle  was  over! — 
A.  No,  sir;  there  were  several  occasions  where  he  came  back,  espe- 
cially in  that  country  of  Pinar  del  Rio,  where  the  hills  are.  In  the 
open  country  he  never  came  back.  1  was  with  Antonio  Maceo  when 
he  returned  after  the  first  invasion  of  Pinar  del  Kio  and  had  so  many 
big  fights  in  Havana  Province.  There  was  where  I  joined  him,  an<l 
during  the  month  or  morel  was  with  him  in  this  section  there  was  a 
constant  succession  of  fights,  one  after  the  other,  and  we  could  not  come 
back  and  camp  where  we  were  the  day  before.  It  was  simply  one  eon 
tinuous  skirmish,  day  after  day,  moving  from  place  to  place. 

Q.  Take  the  country  30  miles  around  Havana,  in  every  direction,  is 
that  much  devastated! — A.  I  can  only  speak  of  the  country  lying  to 
the  east  of  Havana;  I  do  not  know  much  about  that  to  the  west. 

Q.  How  is  that? — A.  Because  I  have  not  been  near  enough  to  Havana 
on  the  western  side  to  appreciate  the  condition  of  the  country.  In  the 
country  to  the  east  of  Havana — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  value  to  thi>i 
testimony  at  present,  because  it  covers  my  experience  last  October,  and 
that  is  a  little  too  old.  At  that  time  it  was  not  devastated  in  anv  sense 
of  the  word,  or  if  we  compare  it  to  Pinar  del  Rio.  Fine  houses  were 
there  yet,  large  sugar  estates  were  still  standing,  and  the  majority  t»f 
the  people  were  well-to  do  farmers,  raising  crops  and  sending  their 
products  to  market;  in  fact,  I  came  into  Havana  from  the  house  of  a 
friend  who  has  a  plantation  near  »San  Jose  de  las  Lajas,  an  American 
citizen.  I  can  not  say  that  country  was  greatly  devastated  then,  aud, 
at  present,  I  do  not  know  the  real  condition. 

Q.  How  far  is  Matanzas  from  Havana! — A.  About  60  miles. 

Q.  How  far  is  Giianabacoa! — A.  I  should  judge  it  was  not  more  than 
3  miles,  as  it  is  withiu  sigiit  of  Havana,  and  yon  can  see  the  church 
towers. 

Q.  What  important  towns  between  Havana  and  Matanzas! — ^A.  On 
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the  line  of  the  railroad  is  Minas  (the  first  town  where  there  is  a  military 
operating  station),  then  the  town  of  Jamco,  bnrnt  by  Antonio  Maceo 
(another  operating  point),  then  the  next  important  towns  are  Agncate 
and  Madrnga,  and  the  one  next  to  Matanzas  is  Geiba  Mocha.  Then 
there  are  two  or  three  other  small  towns  in  between. 

Q.  We  have  been  informed  by  other  persons  who  have  been  there 
that  the  concentration  of  the  rnral  population  has  taken  place  at  many, 
if  not  all,  of  these  towns  yon  have  mentioned. — A.  Yes;  that  is«  to  a 
certain  extent.  The  Cubans  initiated  it.  There  was  a  partial  concen- 
tration first,  but  it  was  on  the  part  of  the  Oubans. 

Q.  How  could  the  Cubans  concentrate  on  the  towns  unless  they  had 
the  occupation  of  the  towns  T — A.  1  mean  they  forced  them  into  the  towns. 
When  the  invasion  reached  the  provinces  of  Havana  and  Pinar  del  Bio 
(I  was  in  the  island  from  the  time  the  revolution  broke  out),  when  the 
Cubans  reached  these  provinces,  they  found  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  living  there  were  Spanish  storekeepers,  clerks,  etc.,  many  belong- 
ing to  the  volunteer  corps  (all  Spaniards  coming  to  Cuba  have  to  belong 
to  the  volunteer  corps).  If  they  have  not  served  in  Spain,  they  join  the 
volunteers  to  free  themselves  from  the  enforced  military  service  which 
all  have  to  suffer  in  Spain.  Also  in  Pinar  del  Eio  the  large  bulk  of  the 
population  are  Canary  Islanders,  not  Cubans,  and  all  stanch  support- 
ers of  the  Crown,  and  belong  to  the  volunteer  corps.  A  large  majority 
of  the  tobacco  planters  are  also  Canary  Islanders,  as  are  also  many  of 
the  sugar  planters  in  Havana  and  Matanzas.  The  Cubans  commenced 
their  career  of— well,  they  really  commenced  rhe  atrocities  themselves 
then.  The  Spaniards  of  the  volunteer  corps  were  taken  and  hung,  and 
the  trail  of  JBermudez  could  be  followed  by  the  bodies  of  those  who 
were  hung  on  the  trees. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  an  instance  of  that  kind? — A.  Tes,  sir;  two  of 
them — three  of  them. 

Q.  Where t — A.  The  first  was  on  the  sugar  estate  of  Santa  Teresa,  in 
the  I'rovince  of  Havana.  The  second — hold  on,  he  was  not  a  Spaniard, 
he  was  a  Cuban — I  believe,  near  Bio  Bayamos,  also  in  the  Province  of 
Havana.  In  the  Province  of  Pinar  del  Kio,  while  I  did  not  see  them, 
I  know  of  the  case  where  Bermudez  hung  21 — everybody  spoke  of  it — 
21  to  one  tree,  of  these  Spanish  volunteers. 

Q.  Who  was  Bermudez  t — A.  Bermudez  led  the  vanguard  of  Maceo's 
army  during  the  invasion.  Bermudez  was  a  bandit  before  the  war,  and 
is  called,  among  the  people  who  lived  in  the  fields,  the  Weyler  of  the 
Cubans. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  himt — A.  He  is  still  there,  if  he  did  not  die 
of  his  wound,  received  just  before  Maceo  crossed  the  trocha.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  this  was  approved  by  Maceo,  for  when  Maceo  found 
that  so  many  people  had  been  killed,  he  deprived  Bermudez  of  his 
command. 

Q.  It  was  done  by  a  banditt — ^A.  An  ex-bandit;  but  he  was  a  colonel 
in  the  Cuban  army. 

Q.  He  was  deprived  of  his  command  by  Maceo? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Because  of  these  outrages f — A.  Yes,  sir.  Antonio  Maceo  and 
all  the  rest  of  these  Cuban  chiefs,  when  they  got  this  invasion  finished, 
or  had  carried  their  revolution  to  the  far  western  part  of  the  province, 
started  to  organize  their  various  zones  and  appointed  local  chiefs.  One 
of  the  first  steps  of  these  local  chiefs  was  to  eliminate  from  the  country 
X>eopIe  all  those  who  had  Spanish  tendencies.  All  who  lived  in  the 
country  who  were  in  any  way  suspected  of  Spanish  sympathy  and  all  who 
belonged  to  the  volunteer  corps,  were  ordered  to  the  towns  and  their 
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honses  were  burned  over  their  heads.  That  started  the  concentration 
business.  When  Weyler  began  his  concentration,  there  was  not  a  man 
living  in  the  open  fields  who  was  not  at  least  morally,  if  not  openly,  a 
Cuban  insurgent.  A  man  to  live  in  the  fields  has  to  work  for  the 
Ouban  government  and  plant  vegetables  for  them,  and  he  is,  technically, 
an  insurgent,  living  under  the  laws  of  the  Cuban  prefecto,  and  he  has 
to  acknowledge  their  authority  or  go  to  the  town.    They  give'  no  choice. 

Q.  They  do  not  kill  him,  but  send  him  to  townf — A.  They  do  not 
kill  them.    They  have  hung  several  for  various  little  offenses. 

Q.  What  kind  of  offenses  f — A.  One  fellow  in  the  province  of  Havana, 
a  Cuban  colonel — Col.  Eaul  Arango — ^invited  me  once  to  a  double  hang- 
ing. One  man  he  had  ordered  to  town,  and  had  been  seen  outside  after- 
wards, and  he  was  going  to  catch  him  and  hang  him 

Q.  Treat  him  as  a  spy  f — A.  I  suppose  so.  The  other  man  was  to  be 
hung  because  he  had  taken  cattle  into  town  without  permission. 

Q.  Treated  him  as  a  spy  also  T— A.  The  cattle  were  his  own.  If  they 
catch  anyone  who  is  giving  help  to  the  Spaniards,  they  string  him  up. 

Q.  The  Cubans  treat  those  who  are  not  with  them  as  the  enemies  of 
the  Bepublicf — A.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  only  recently,  in  the  province  of 
Villa  Clara,  that  I  called  Gomez's  attention  to  it,  and  asked  him  what 
he  meant  and  if  it  was  his  policy.  Around  the  small  town  of  Fomento 
the  Spaniards  had  not  operated  for  a  long  time.  It  was  about  the  begin- 
ning of  Weyler's  campaign,  in  the  month  of  January  or  February. 
There  were  probably  100  families,  or  800  individuals,  living  within  a 
radius  of,  say,  3  leagues  of  this  town — all  little  farmers,  most  of  them 
Cubans  and  insurgent  sympathizers  working  for  the  cause.  Many  were 
families  of  the  insurgents  where  the  men  were  out  fighting.  To  show 
that  Oomez  is  bound  to  force  this  concentration  business  himself,  these 
people  were  ordered  several  times  to  vacate  their  homes  and  either  go 
to  the  towns  or  to  the  hills.  They  did  not  obey.  I  believe  the  order 
was  given  twice,  and  still  they  did  not  notice  it.  Major  Herrera — a 
Cuban  major — was  given  orders  by  Brigadier  Bravo,  of  Trinidad,  to 
burn  the  houses  of  everyone  and  thus  force  them  to  move.  The  orders 
were  carried  out,  and  the  houses  of  these  people  were  looted  and 
burned  and  their  money  and  valuables  taken  away  by  their  own  coun- 
trymen. These  people  left  destitute,  and  a  great  many  enraged  at  the 
treatment  they  received,  went  to  the  town  and  joined  the  local  guer- 
rillas. I  reported  it  to  Gomez,  and  asked  if  that  was  his  policy,  as  he 
was  always  decrying  the  Spaniards  for  employing  these  methods.  He 
said,  ^<  Those  people  would  not  get  out  of  there,  and  I  did  it  as  a  humane 
measure.  The  humanity  consists  in  forcing  them  to  go  away,  because 
if  they  stay  there  the  Spaniards  will  come  along  and  kill  them."  The 
idea  is  to  get  the  people  out  of  the  country.  It  is  just  as  much  to 
Gomez's  ends  as  to  those  of  the  Spaniards  not  to  have  too  many  people 
around.  It  is  only  because  he  is  at  present  in  a  country  where  there 
are  no  people,  or  where  there  are  no  pacificos  living,  that  he  is  able  to 
elude  the  vigilance  of  the  Spaniards.  This  policy  was  not  started 
recently,  but  long  ago,  and  Weyler  has  taken  the  same  precaution  as 
Gomez  had  done  previously. 

Q.  Around  what  town  was  thisT — A.  Fomento. 

Q.  After  they  had  their  houses  burnt,  they  joined  the  guerrillas  f — A. 
A  great  many,  as  they  were  enraged  at  the  treatment  they  received  at 
the  hands  of  those  they  thought  their  friends.  A  few  poor  devils  who 
had  no  money  and  no  prospects  went  to  the  hills  and  built  huts,  and 
had  to  start  life  over  again. 

i^  Most  of  them  went  to  the  guerrillas  f — A.  Yes,  sir;  enraged  at 
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the  treatment  tbey  bad  received.  They  had  been  strict  pacificos,  bat 
they  had  given  their  sapport  to  the  Ouban  government;  had  acted  as 
spies;  given  vegetables,  potatoes,  etc.,  and  many  of  them  were  con- 
nected with  the  families  of  those  who  were  then  in  the  Cuban  army. 
In  this,  I  meant  they  were  relatives. 

Q.  The  family,  then,  would  be  divided;  some  on  one  side A.  No, 

sir;  those  who  were  the  families  of  men  fighting  went  to  the  hills 
where  they  oould  be  with  their  husbands.  I  mean  women  and  children ; 
no  men. 

Q.  In  these  battles,  I  suppose  there  have  been  captures  of  Spanish 
troops  f — A.  I  think  only  one  or  two  is  the  highest  number  captured  in 
any  one  fight.  I  have  probably  seen  a  dozen  of  them  captured  in  all 
the  time  I  was  with  them. 

Q.  Only  about  a  dozen t — A.  Yes,  sir:  that  is  all. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  themT — A.  One  was  killed,  the  rest  set  free. 

Q.  Which  was  killed  f — A.  That  was  an  incident  in  the  fight  at  Palma. 
The  prisoner  was  a  guerrillero,  caught  in  this  town.  The  insurgents 
had  their  heaviest  loss  at  this  fight,  and  they  captured  the  fellow  and 
accused  him  of  firing  on  them  from  a  house.  Maceo  had  him  brought 
np  and  cross-examined,  and  then  ordered  his  escort  to  take  him  to  one 
side.  He  did  not  order  him  killed,  but  I  saw  the  flash  of  a  machete  a 
niiuute  after,  a  hoarse  groan,  and  when  I  went  over  there  a  few  minutes 
after  they  told  me  they  had  cut  his  head  off  and  rolled  the  body  down 
the  hilL 

Q.  How  many  captured  by  the  Spaniards!— A.  I  don't  know  of  any. 

Q.  The  whole  number  was  about  a  dozen? — A.  I  know  of  cases  where 
the  Cubans  captured  forts,  etc.,  but  I  mean  by  this  dozen  those  cap- 
tured in  the  field. 

Q.  Take  the  prisoners  captured  in  any  way,  what  has  been  their 
fatet — A.  Gomez  and  Maceo  generally  set  them  at  liberty,  offering  them 
the  privilege  of  joining  the  Cuban  forces.  If  they  did  not  accept,  they 
let  them  go  free. 

Q.  Take  them  back  to  their  lines,  sending  an  escort  with  them  to 
protect  them  from  the  Cuban  pickets? — A.  Ko,  sir.  I  wrote  an  article 
speaking  of  the  captives  of  Guaimaro.  That  was  the  town  the  Cubans 
captured  in  Oamaguey.  Captain  Smith  told  me  on  the  field  that  he  had 
heard  that  half  of  the  prisoners  were  butchered  on  their  way  to  Santi- 
ago de  Cuba.  He  denies  it  since  coming  here,  but  I  wrote  it  on  the 
field,  giving  him  as  my  authority,  which  he  was  willing  I  should  do  at 
the  time. 

Q.  Who  was  the  commander? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  articles  of  surrender? — ^A.  I  think  I  have 
read  them;  I  don't  remember  now. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  receipt  the  Spanish  officer  gave  for  his 
troops? — A.  That  was  for  the  sick. 

Q.  For  the  prisoners? — A.  I  understood  the  prisoners  were  sent  to 
the  East  to  plant  potatoes;  I  may  be  in  error  in  that;  I  don't  make 
any  special  point  of  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know — ^you  have  had  good  opportunity  for  observing — 
have  you  known  any  case  where  Gomez  or  Maceo,  or  any  other  Cuban 
general,  has  caused  prisoners  captured  either  in  battle  or  out  of  battle 
to  be  shot? — A.  I  once  had  occasion  to  write  about  the  conduct  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Frederico  Nunez,  in  the  province  of  Pinar  del  Eio.  He  cap- 
tured five  Spanish  soldiers  on  the  estate  Susi,  near  Cayt^abos,  and 
strung  them  up. 

Q.  Did  Maceo  know  of  that? — ^A.  No;  he  was  very  indignant  about 
it  when  he  heard  of  it 
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Q.  What  did  he  do  about  it? — A.  Eeprimanded  him,  I  gaesa. 

Q.  What  was  the  excuse  for  doing  it  Y — A.  I  forget  the  excuse.  There 
was  quite  a  little  talk  about  it.  He  had  some  trouble  with  General 
Arolas  at  the  time,  and  there  was  something  behind  it;  I  could  not 
explain. 

Q.  Did  he  do  it  as  an  act  of  retaliation  upon  some  Spanish  gen- 
eral!— A.  No. 

Q.  Because  they  were  spies  T — A.  No. 

Q.  Wellt — A.  He  might  have  done  it  because  they  were  spies.  He 
captured  them  near  the  trocha,  as  Oayajabos  was  the  first  town  outside 
the  trocha. 

Q.  How  did  Maceo  know  about  themt — ^A.  Kunez  made  the  report 
himself. 

Q.  Made  the  report  that  he  captured  them  and  hung  them) — A^ 
Yes,  sir.  You  asked  me  did  I  know  anything.  I  have  a  copy  of  an 
official  document  of  one  of  these  executions,  committed  by  a  Cuban 
subchief  without  the  knowledge  of  his  superiors.  Here  is  a  letter  firom 
Juan  Ducasse,  commanding  the  southern  brigade  of  the  province  ol 
Pinar  del  Eio. 

Q.  No,  sir. — A.  ''I  have  notice  that  you  have  verified  some  execu- 
tions in  the  district  under  my  command  without  my  previous  knowl- 
edge " 

Q.  Who  was  that  from? — ^A.  Ducasse  to  his  subordinate.  <<I  direct 
this  present  letter  to  you  so  that  in  the  future  you  will  abstain  from 
doing  this  without  filling  all  the  legal  requirements  that  are  necessary 
in  such  cases.  Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  present  letter." 
This  was,  as  I  say,  sent  by  Ducasse  to  one  of  his  subalterns  (Msy.Tomas 
Murgado)  who  had  caused  a  couple  of  pacificos  to  be  executed. 

Q.  In  every  case  the  act,  when  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mander, was  disapproved  and  rebuked — the  man  sometimes  deprived 
of  his  rankY — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  another  case  I  had  the  confession  of  a 
man  who  did  it.  Dr.  Eojas  Sanchez  was  a  commander  in  Zayas's  force. 
He  boasted  of  having  been  given  eight  prisoners  to  deliver  to  the 
Spanish  authorities,  and  openly  bragged  that  only  four  got  there. 

Q.  Did  he  say  he  reported  that  fact  to  his  commanding  offioerf — 
A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  kept  that  concealed f — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  show  that  Zayas  was 
acting  in  good  faith,  when  he  made  a  big  raid  into  the  town  of  Esper- 
anza,  near  Santa  Clara  city,  this  same  major  openly  boasted  that  he 
refused  to  go  into  the  town  unless  given  permission  to  use  his  machete 
on  all  pacificos,  and  Zayas  would  not  allow  him  to  go  in,  but  ordered 
him  to  stay  outside  the  town.    A  story  comes  to  my  mind 

Q.  A  story  I  don't  care  about. — A.  It  is  not  a  story;  it  was  told  to 
me  by  two  soldiers 

Q.  I  don't  care  about  putting  in  this  record  the  stories — 

A.  I  am  perfectly  convinced  of  it. 

Q.  Why  so  f — A.  Because  I  threatened  to  have  these  men  before  their 
commanding  officers. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  do  it! — A.  Because  I  had  no  time. 

Q.  Why  not! — A.  I  had  to  get  my  dispatches  to  Trinidad. 

Q.  You  got  the  confessions  from  two  soldiers  that  they  had  com- 
mitted some  outrage? — A.  No,  sir;  that  when  the  town  of  San  Pedro 
was  attacked  the  whole  force  was  given  onlers  to  use  the  machete  on 
all  male  inhabitants,  but  to  respect  women  and  children,  and  to  bum 
and  loot  everything.  These  were  two  wounded  men  in  a  hospital  of  a 
prefecto.    They  were  talking  among  themselves  and  with  my  servant. 
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I  understand  Spanish  perfectly.  I  got  up  out  of  my  hammock  and 
said  to  them,  ^'  Why  do  you  men  talk  all  that  stuff,  when  you  know 
you  did  not  have  such  orders!"  They  said,  yes  they  did.  I  said, 
'^That  is  against  all  precedent,  and  Oeneral  Diaz  never  gave  you  any 
orders  to  cut  down  all  male  inhabitants.  Pedro  Diaz  is  a  great  friend 
of  mine" — which  be  was — "and  I  will  have  you  taken  before  him;" 
and  they  never  flinched. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Diaz  again t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  use  that  conversation t — A.  No,  sir;  I  just  give  it 
as  it  comes  to  my  miud. 

Q.  Do  you  know  DiazY — ^A.  Perfectly. 

Q.  Did  you  believe  thatf — A.  It  seems  improbable,  and  I  did  not 
like  to  believe  it.  That  is  the  reason  I  raised  such  a  row  about  it.  The 
order  was  to  bum  and  loot  everything,  to  kill  the  men,  but  to  respect 
women  and  children.  They  are  very  severe  on  any  lack  of  respect  to 
women.    I  have  seen  three  cases  of  men  hung  for  rape. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  any  orders  were  given  by  any  Cuban  officer  to 
loot  and  burn,  to  machete  the  men,  but  respect  the  women  ?  Do  you  know 
that  order  was  ever  given  t — A.  I  have  heard  it  at  La  Pahna.  I  have 
been  at  attacks  on  towns,  and  I  have  heard  the  order  to  loot  and  burn 
the  town,  but  to  respect  women  and  children.  The  reason  Maceo 
suffered  such  a  defeat  at  Palma  was  because  he  put  in  all  his  unarmed 
men  to  assist  in  looting,  they  were  so  anxious  to  get  clothing.  His 
men  were  nearly  naked. 

Q.  Tou  went  as  an  electrical  engineer  when  you  first  went  to  Cuba? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  work  at  thatf — A.  (Jntil  the  year  after  the  war 
began. 

Q.  Establishing  telegraph  linesT — A.  No,  sir;  putting  up  electric- 
light  plants. 

Q.  What  company  t — ^A.  Spanish- American  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Company. 

Q.  Where  located! — A.  The  head  office  at  New  York.  I  was  employed 
by  the  company  to  be  stationed  at  Matanzas. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  plants  elsewhere  through  the  island! — 
A.  Myself,  personally  T 

Q.  No;  this  company! — ^A.  One  in  Havana,  at  Matanzas,  and  also 
at  Cienfuegos;  one  small  one  also  at  Kegla  and  Ouanabacoa  indirectly. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  good  deal  of  money  invested! — A.  Yes,  sir;  it 
is  a  pretty  rich  company. 

Q.  About  how  much! — A.  I  have  no  idea. 

Q.  Can't  you  give  us  some  idea! — A.  No,  sir;  on  account  of  their 
gas  works  they  probably  had  more  money  invested  there  than  any  other 
American  company. 

Q.  Do  they  control  the  gas  in  those  cities! — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  gas  and 
electric  light  in  Havana  and  Matanzas. 

Q.  Con&ols  the  telegraph  lines! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  controls  them! — A.  The  Government. 

Q.  Who  built  them! — A.  I  don't  know  who  built  them, 

Q.  Could  not  you  give  some  approximation  to  the  amount  of  money 
this  company  you  represented  has  invested  in  Cuba! — A.  It  would  be 
rather  hard,  for  the  detail  of  that  company  is — it  is  a  big  stock  com- 
pany, and  I  could  not  give  any  information ;  that  was  not  my  business. 

Q.  flow  many  men  employed! — A.  A  couple  of  hundred  altogether. 

Q.  Americans,  usually? — a.  No;  Cubans.  I,  myself  was  the  only 
American  in  Matanzas,  not  only  in  the  electric-light  works,  but  in  the 
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city*    I  tbfnk  there  were  only  two  native  Americans  in  tbe  city  of 
Matanzan  while  I  was  there. 

Q«  Perhaps  yoa  conld  approach  to  within  $50,000  or  f  100,000  of  the 
amonntt — A*  No,  sir;  I  would  not  like  to  make  any  statement;  I  am 
ignorant  of  their  affairs. 

Q.  It  is  very  target — ^A.  Very  large.  Judging  from  the  size  of  their 
plant,  it  is  very  mac^h. 

Q.  flave  they  suffered  from  the  war? — A.  In  this  way:  Idon^lthink 
Spain  is  paying  their  gas  bills,  and  they  canH^  get  their  money  from  the 
town  coandls. 

Q«  I  suppose  they  want  it  pretty  badf — ^A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  It  cmts  you  out  of  a  jobf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  good  onef — A.  I  was  not  employed  by  them  when  the  war 
broke  out;  I  wan  in  business  for  myself. 

Q.  What  business f — A.  I  was  in  with  Mr.  Schlesinger,  who  r^re- 
sented  Mr.  Oscar  Stillman,  of  Boston. 

Q.  Did  you  put  up  many  of  those  plants? — A.  Quite  a  few. 

Q.  How  manyf — A.  large  electric-light  plant  in  the  city  of  Ck>lon, 
for  a  French  company  of  Paris,  and  also  five  smaller  plants  throughout 
the  island. 

Q.  Are  they  still  in  operation  Y — A.  No,  sir;  because  the  smaller  ones 
were  in  sugar  factories,  and  tbe  majority  are  burned. 

Q.  The  war  found  you  in  that  eniploymentf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  cut  you  off'  from  all  opportunity  of  getting  along  in  that 
business,  and  it  was  then  you  became  a  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Herald f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  not  a  newspaper  man  by  profession. 

Q.  Were  you  employed  while  in  Havana,  or  did  you  come  here  and 
secure  your  employment! — A.  While  in  Havana,  the  first  time,  by  let- 
ter from  the  home  office.  The  second  time,  I  was  ordered  by  letter 
from  James  (Gordon  Bennett,  from  Paris,  to  go  there. 

Q.  Bennett  has  no  interest  in  the  island f — ^A.  None  that  I  know  of. 
Mv  instructions  were  to  be  impartial,  to  give  both  sides  a  hearing,  and 
I  have  tried  to  follow  them. 

Q.  Were  your  dispatches  examined  by  the  Spanish f — A.  No,  sir; 
they  never  got  near  the  Spanish. 

Q.  You  were  not  representing  both  sides  then  I — A.  Well,  no;  the 
fact  is  that  the  Spaniards  have  prohibited  the  correspondents  from 
going  into  the  field,  and  we  break  their  laws  by  doing  so. 

Q.  You  can  not  give  an  account  of  what  you  see! — A.  They  would 
not  let  you  out  into  the  country. 

Q.  You  could  from  HavanaY — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  would  not  let 
vou  out  with  their  columns  of  operation.  That  system  was  inaugurated 
by  Weyler.  While  Martinez  Campos  was  in  Cuba  they  allowed  cor- 
respondents to  go  with  the  columns,  and  I  had  a  pass  at  that  time.  I 
have  a  pass  from  the  second  captain-general,  the  same  position  that 
Ahumada  holds  at  present. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  Did  you  know  William  G.  Smith,  of  Gomez's  bodyguard? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir;  he  was  once  with  me  a  month  away  from  Gomez. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  know  hiuif — A.  Just  that  month. 

Q.  What  month  was  that! — A.  It  was  the  mouth  he  left  Gomezes 
oamp,  on  the  14tli  of  February, 

Q,  This  year t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  when  he  was  goinp;  home? — A.  No,  sir;  I  offered  to  take 
htm  with  me,  but  Gomez  would  not  let  him. 
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Q.  What  was  his  rank  1 — ^A.  He  had  the  rank  of  captain  in  Gtomez's 
escort. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  with  himt— A.  About  a  year,  I  think.  A 
year  last  May  he  joined  Gomez,  if  I  am  not  mistaken — April  or  May. 

Q.  What  were  you  and  he  off  a  month  together  for!— A.  Smith  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  case  of  Scovil,  arrested  and  put  in  jail,  and 
we  wanted  to  go  down  to  notify  the  American  consul.  We  thought 
word  had  not  been  sent  up  to  bim  about  it,  aud,  as  I  was  going  to  notify 
the  consul,  he  went  as  my  companion. 

Q.  Anybody  else  with  you! — A.  My  two  servants. 

Q.  Where  did  you  gof — A.  All  through  that  region,  from  Beforma 
to  Trinidad. 

Q.  Did  yon  obtain  access  to  the  American  consul! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Notified  him  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  went  back  to  Gomez! — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  saw  our  con- 
sular agent  at  Trinidad.  The  consul-general,  Lee,  we  found  had  been 
already  notified. 

By  Mr.  MoBaAN : 

Q.  On  that  excursion,  when  you  were  with  Smith,  were  you  under 
the  orders  of  anybody! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he! — A.  Only  under  my  orders,  to  go  where  we  wanted  to. 

Q.  He  was  on  leave  of  absence! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Gomez  knew  what  your  mission  was! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  to  get  my 
dispatches  through,  and  see  about  Scovil. 

Q.  What  became  of  Scovil ! — ^A.  He  got  out. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  A  great  deal  has  been  said,  Mr.  Bea,  about  the  massacre  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  and  nurses  in  the  hospitals  of  the  insurgents.  Did 
you  ever  witness  anything  of  that  kind! — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not,  but 
I  do  not  doubt  that  they  may  have  captured  a  few  hospitals. 

Q.  Irrespective  of  the  number,  have  you  any  doubt  that  when  the 
Spaniards  captured  the  hospital  they  killed  the  inmates! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  a  well-understood  fact! — A.  A  well-understood  fact. 

Q.  They  have  captured  a  great  many! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  they  have  killed  all  when  they  did  capture  one! — ^A.  Yes, 
sir.  A  Cuban  hospital  is  a  difficult  place  of  access,  and  I  was  only 
allowed,  as  a  specisil  favor,  to  see  one  of  them.  The  Cubans  them- 
selves do  not  know  where  they  are.  They  are  established  in  the  most 
inaccessible  places. 

Q.  I  suppose  for  the  reason  that  they  know  that  the  inmates  will  be 
butchered  if  captured! — A.  Their  policy  has  been  to  put  the  hospitals 
in  secure  places.  As  a  general  rule,  they  would  not  allow  a  trail  within 
a  half  a  mile  or  mile  of  the  place. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  manufactory  of  clothing  on  the  part  of  the 
insurgents! — A.  Only  of  shoes. 

Q.  To  what  extent  do  they  manufacture  shoes! — A.  Quite  a  little. 
They  make  a  bad  attenipt  of  tanning  the  hide  and  make  quite  a  fair 
shoe  for  people  who  have  never  done  anything  of  the  kind  before. 
They  also  make  saddles. 

Q.  Make  no  clothing! — A.  All  the  clothing  worn  by  the  rebels  has 
to  be  brought  out  from  the  Spanish  towns  or  lines,  except  when  they 
raid  a  town.  These  attacks  on  the  towns,  as  a  rule,  are  not  made  with 
any  view  except  to  get  clothing  or  stores.  I  know  that  when  Maceo 
attacked  towns  on  three  occasions  he  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
clothing  for  his  infantry. 

Q.  Axe  there  any  manufacturing  establishments  for  the  repair  of 
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armsf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  armories,  and  have  a  few  mechanicB  to 
repair  arms,  who  do  very  nice  work. 

Q.  Any  manofaetaring  establishment  for  powder! — ^A.  None  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  there  is  nonef — ^A.  1  never  heard  of  it.  I 
heard  of  a  powder  maker  going  down  there,  bat  he  came  away  dissat- 
isfied. They  also  made  a  couple  of  brass  cannon,  but  they  never  used 
them,  and  they  never  did  them  any  good. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan: 

Q.  Did  they  make  any  small  arms — ^gunsf — ^A.  They  do  not  make  any 
guns;  a  few  machetes  are  all.  It  is  commonly  understood  in  the 
United  States  that  they  have  plenty  of  men  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  to 
take  up  arms,  but  all  that  is  lacking  are  the  arms  themselves.  My 
experience  in  La  Villas  goes  to  prove  entirely  the  contrary,  becanse 
when  Gomez  crossed  the  trochas  he  brought  with  him  several  hundred 
extra  arms  from  the  eastern  provinces,  and  had  to  force  men  to  take 
them.  He  had  to  take  men  out  of  the  country  to  shoulder  those  arms 
by  what  we  call  a  forced  draft. 

Q.  What  became  of  those  superfluous  men  you  spoke  of  around 
Maceo's  campf — A.  I  suppose  they  are  there  yet.  Just  before  I  left 
the  Onbans  landed  two  expeditions,  and  the  junta  claim  they  sent  a 
couple  of  thousand  rifles.  That  would  account  for  these  arms.  Maceo 
had  a  large  number  of  '^  impedimenta^ "  Oomez  has  none  of  them  at  alL 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  ^< Impedimenta"  means  baggage,  etc.  You  used  it  as  meaning 
unarmed  menf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  You  spoke  of  a  number  of  unarmed  men  who  were  with  Maceo 
and  in  his  way t — A.  Yes,  sir;  about  1,500. 

Q.  What  became  of  themt — ^A.  I  suppose  they  are  armed  now. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  that  tends  to  show  there  are  no  Cubans  wanting 
armsf — A.  What  I  mean  is,  there  are  no  men  leaving  the  towns  for  the 
army. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  people  in  the  country. — ^A.  In  La  Villas  there 
are  no  men  in  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  Do  you  not  understand  that  those  concentrados  are  mostly  women 
and  children  and  old  menf — A.  I  do  not  understand  that  at  all. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  witnessed  one  of  those  places  t — ^A.  I  saw  just  as 
many  young  men  as  there  are  old  men. 

Q.  When! — A.  Just  before  I  came  home — a  few  months  ago. 

Q.  Men  that  have  come  in  from  the  country — Gubansf — A.  I  saw 
just  as  many  young  men  as  old  men.  The  Cuban  who  bas  his  oonntry 
at  heart — who  was  a  patriot — went  out  during  the  first  year.  Those 
who  have  joined  during  the  last  year  have  been  forced  out  by  various 
circumstances — by  lack  of  food,  by  persecutions  of  the  Spaniards,  etc. 
All  the  Cubans  who  had  money  when  this  war  broke  oat  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  are  carrying  on  the  war  from  here.  Leaving  out 
those  who  rose  up  against  Spain  during  the  first  year  of  the  outbreak, 
the  men  carrying  on  this  war  in  the  island  are  those  who  could  not  help 
themselves  or  had  no  money  to  get  away.  This  insurrection  was  going 
on  for  a  year  in  the  provinces  of  Camaguey  and  Santa  Olara,  and  those 
in  the  west  did  not  have  the  nerve  to  take  up  arms. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  difiiculty  with  Oomez  T — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What  was  itf — ^A.  It  is  qaite  a  long  story.  Oeneral  Gomez  and 
I  were  very  good  friends  until — I  do  not  say  he  is  a  bad  friend  of  mine 
now,  bat  he  treated  me  very  badly.  He  did  not  treat  me  as  he  had 
others.  He  treated  Scovil  much  better.  He  offered  him  twenty  men  to 
help  him  get  through,  and  did  not  offer  me  any. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  impartial  manner! — ^A.  He  showed  par- 
tiality to  the  others. 

Q.  In  what  month  or  in  what  year  did  this  partiality  begin  t — ^A. 
When  I  first  met  the  old  man. 

Q.  What  other  correspondents  were  in  the  campf — ^A.  Sylvester 
Scovil,  correspondent  of  the  World. 

Q.  He  treated  him  better  than  youT — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  continued  until  you  ceased  all  relations  with  himt — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  'Sow  you  can  go  on  and  make  any  statement  you  want  to. — A.  I 
had  been  away  from  him  to  Trinidad.  I  saw  things  that  astonished 
me — that  ought  not  to  have  taken  place  in  the  Cuban  Government, 
I  saw  many  things  that  would  work  against  them  if  printed  and  prove 
detrimental  to  their  character.  Among  other  things  Smith  and  I  wit- 
nessed— not  exactly  witnessed,  but  we  were  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
town  of  Paredes.  At  1  o'clock  at  night  the  Cubans  attacked  the  town. 
There  were  16  Spanish  soldiers  in  the  garrison — in  one  tort  5,  in  another 
9,  in  another  2.  They  attacked  the  town  and  captured  two  forts,  and 
there  were  but  5  Spaniards  to  deal  with,  when  someone  raised  the 
cry,  '<  Here  comes  the  Spaniards,"  and  they  ran  out  of  the  town,  leaving 
their  dead  and  wounded.  The  Cuban  commander  made  a  report  to 
Gomez,  saying  he  had  gained  a  big  victory,while  exactly  the  opposite  was 
the  case.  He  left  his  dead  and  wounded  in  the  streets  and  ran  away. 
Also,  Smith  and  I  had  experience  with  the  ^'majas"  or  unarmed  men, 
who  live  in  the  hills  and  steal  the  food  from  the  pacificos  and  respect 
no  one's  authority.  We  bAso  had  seen  several  cases  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  prefectos,  who  would  not  attend  to  their  business.  When 
I  got  to  Gomez's  camp,  the  old  man  asked  me,  very  honestly.  '<How 
about  your  tript"  I  said,  "I  have  not  enjoyed  it  very  much;''  and  I 
went  on  to  explain  what  1  had  seen.  I  told  the  old  man,  for  his  benefit, 
what  I  had  seen,  and  Smith  did  also,  and  the  old  man  was  quite  inter- 
ested until  finally  he  got  mad  and  walked  away;  and  I  talked  some 
with  the  other  officers  and  made  some  criticisms  on  what  had  passed 
and  that  they  did  not  know  anything  about.  Gomez  came  to  me  after 
supper  when  I  was  passing  through  the  camp  and  said,  '^  What  do  you 
mean,  Mr.  Rea,  by  telling  me  all  these  things  that  you  saw  on  that  tripf 
In  the  afternoon  before  that  he  came  to  me  and  said,  '^  You  have  told 
me  these  things,  I  suppose,  because  you  sympathize  with  me  and  want 
them  corrected."  Afterwards  he  called  to  me  and  asked  what  I  meant 
by  it,  and  I  told  him  again  what  I  had  said  before.  He  said  it  was  not 
true,  and  I  told  him  it  was  not  my  habit  to  lie. 

Q.  Was  Smith  in  the  campY — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  call  on  him  to  corroborate  youf — A.  No,  sir;  Smith  is 
afraid  of  the  old  man.  Gomez  said,  ^^  What  did  you  mean  by  saying  my 
brigadier  made  a  false  report  t"  and  I  said  that  he  did  make  a  false 
Import  if  he  had  said  that  he  won  a  victory,  after  he  had  run  away 
and  left  his  dead  and  wounded.  He  said,  ^'  What  do  you  think  of  it, 
ftnd  what  are  you  going  to  write  about  itt"  I  said  <^  I  am  to  write  the 
^th,"  and  he  said  that  I  had  no  business  to  write  the  truth. 

Q«  Did  he  make  any  point  that  you  had  made  the  same  statements 
that  you  made  to  him  to  the  various  men  in  his  command T — A.  No,  sir; 
the  various  men  in  his  command  have  made  these  statements  to  him. 


396  AFFAIRS  IN  CUBA. 

He  got  very  mad  about  it,  and  said  that  if  I  wrote  these  stories  he  would 
shoot  me.  I  looked  at  him  in  surprise.  I  thought  perhaps  the  old  man 
might  take  it  into  his  head  to  do  it  then.  I  said  that  it  was  a  pretty 
serious  thing  to  shoot  a  man,  especially  an  American,  and  he  answered 
that  as  the  United  States  or  nobody  else  had  recognized  him  as  a  bel- 
ligerent, and  his  status  was  that  of  a  bandit,  he  would  shoot  me,  and  that 
he  could  not  be  held  responsible.  After  awhile  he  calmed  down  and  we 
parted  very  comfortably.  In  the  morning  Gomez,  in  the  front  of  all  his 
forces,  started  again  on  the  American  Congress,  the  New  York  Herald, 
the  American  public,  Grover  Cleveland,  and  everybody  else,  and  I  told 
him  I  could  not  stand  it  any  longer.  He  said  all  we  cared  about  it  was 
what  we  could  get  out  of  it  or  the  money  we  might  make. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  about  thatf — ^A.  I  said  he  was  way  off— that 
is  not  exactly  what  I  said. 

Q.  Give  us  exactly. — A.  I  said  "  General  Gomez,  yon  are  very  unjust 
You  very  well  know  that  if  the  United  States  should  set  its  foot  down, 
and  cut  off  your  chance  of  getting  arms  and  ammunition  your  revolu- 
tion could  not  last.'' 

Q.  Was  that  between  you  and  Gomez  alone t — A.  No,  sir;  the  whole 
army  was  there — that  is,  the  whole  of  the  army  he  had,  150  men  and 
staff. 

Q.  They  heard  it  allt — A.  Yes,  sir.  After  it  was  all  over  they  came 
to  me  and  tried  to  smooth  it  over.  I  said  they  could  not  smooth  it  over 
until  the  old  man  apologized.  Smith  was  there  and  was  very  mad.  He 
went  up  to  Gomez  and  told  him  that  he  must  stop  abusing  Americans 
or  he  would  resign. 

Q.  Did  he  give  a  reason  for  thisf — A.  Because  he  had  insulted  the 
nation  and  Americans. 

Q.  Smith  did  not  show  he  was  very  much  afraid  of  the  old  man, 
then! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  didn't  like  itt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  Gomez  after  this  incident f — ^A.  About  an  hoar 
afterwards. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  his  camp  thent — A.  About  an  hour  afterwards. 

Q.  Did  you  report  these  facts  to  your  paper  f — A.  To  the  paper,  yes, 
sir;  I  did  not  publish  them.  I  did  not  know  whether  I  was  right  in 
publishing  tbem  or  not.  The  old  man  made  these  remarks  to  me,  and 
raised  the  dickens  for  no  cause  whatever.  He  was  quite  put  oat 
because,  I  suppose,  the  old  fellow  thought  we  ought  to  have  been 
arrested  and  put  in  prison  by  the  Spanish  Government,  so  as  to  raise 
an  issue  between  that  Government  and  our  own. 

Q.  Did  you  say  anything  about  the  partiality  he  had  shown  to  other 
correspondents? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  said  a  word  about  it.  He  was 
comparing  me  with  the  other  correspondents.  He  had  said  that  it  wonid 
be  a  very  good  thing  if  Scovil  or  I  were  arrested,  and  then  the  United 
States  Government  would  get  into  trouble  with  Spain  in  regard  to  it, 
and  he  made  the  same  remark  that  morning,  and  he  made  a  compari- 
son between  Scovil  and  myself,  and  I  said:  "General,  the  day  1  get 
arrested  by  the  Spaniards,  I  don^t  think  it  will  cause  a  war  that  it  wUl 
redound  to  your  benefit." 

Having  read  and  corrected  the  above  statement,  I  hereby  sign  the 
same. 

Geo.  Baonsok  Rsa. 
355  Sixth  avenue^  BrooilgHy  if.  J. 
Bbookltn,  N.  Y.,  June ,  1897, 
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STATEMEST  XABE  BT  MB.  STEPHEV  XOITSAL  OH  THE  UTH  DAT 

OF  JTIHE,  1897. 

Mr.  BoNSAL  was  first  sworn  by  Mr.  Davis,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee: 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Clark,  one  of  'ts  members,  Mr.  Davis  acted  as 
a  member  of  the  sabcommittee. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  Please  state  yoar  age,  name,  and  the  country  of  /our  nativity. — 
A.  Stephen  Bonsai;  born  in  the  State  of  Maryland  J2  years  ago,  in 
1865. 

Q.  What  is  your  occapationT — A.  Journalist. 

Q.  What  is  your  acquaintance  with  the  Spanish  people,  both  in  Ouba 
and  in  Spain Y — A.  I  have  been  in  Spain  several  times,  as  correspond- 
ent of  the  New  York  Herald,  a  good  many  years  ago;  and  in  1893 1  was 
api>ointed  secretary  of  legation  in  Madrid,  and  remained  about  r.wo 
years,  until  1895.  During  that  time  I  became  acquainted  with  a  great 
many  Spaniards,  and  am  very  fond  of  Spain  and  of  the  Spaniards  in 
many  ways.  I  have  written  a  great  deal  about  the  country,  or  rather 
of  old  Spain,  and  always  in  the  most  complimentary  way,  until  I  went 
to  Ooba,  and  came  on  the  new  phase  of  Spanish  character;  not  new, 
bat  new  to  me. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  to  Ouba,  and  how  long  did  you  remain f — A. 
1st  of  January,  1897,  and  I  got  back  before  the  middle  of  April.  I 
have  been  back  more  than  six  weeks. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  did  you  go  to  Oubat — A^  As  a  special  corre- 
spondent of  the  New  York  Herald. 

Q.  While  there,  did  you  visit  the  interior  of  the  island  f — ^A.  Yes, 
sfr. 

Q.  At  what  places  f — ^A.  I  was,  you  might  say,  everywhere  in  the 
four  western  provinces.  I  was  not  in  the  two  eastern  provinces,  gen- 
erally called  Puerto  Principe  and  Santiago  de  Ouba — I  was  not  in 
"freeCuba.'^  I  was  not  with  Gomez's  army;  I  was  not  where  they 
control.    I  was  generally  within  the  Spanish  lines. 

Q.  Those  two  eastern  provinces  are  called  La  Villas  f — A.  No,  Las 
Villas — ^that  is  very  confusing.  There  are  two  ways  of  describing 
these  divisions,  by  names  of  certain  provinces,  and  then  by  certain 
expressions  that  have  grown  up  among  the  Oubans.  Las  Villas 
describes  the  five  towns.  The  real  meaning  of  the  expression  is  tho 
ftve  towns. 
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By  Mr.  DAVIS: 

Q.  It  has  no  value  as  description Y — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  is  very  confosing. 
It  is  like  other  expressions  they  have.  The  Cabans  always  ase  the 
terms,  the  nptorn  and  the  downturn  of  the  island.  That  is  the  way 
the  Cubans  describe  it;  that  it  goes  up  one  way  and  down  the  other. 
There  are  all  sorts  of  descriptions,  but  I  think  the  best  way  is  the  names 
of  the  provinces. 

Q.  In  your  visit  were  you  limited  to  the  railways,  or  did  you  travel 
by  the  ordinary  country  roads  f — ^A.  I  traveled  some  by  the  ordinary 
country  roads,  but  on  my  journey  from  Havana  to  what  they  call  the 
front,  the  front  of  operations  against  insurgents,  I  traveled  principally 
by  train  with  military  convoy.  I  traveled  a  good  deal  in  Pinar  del  Bio 
by  horseback,  and  also  in  Santa  Glara;  but  the  longest  journey,  firom 
Havana  to  the  city  of  Santa  Glara,  was  by  train  with  convoy,  which 
took  three  or  four  days. 

Q.  Taking  the  country  within  the  lines  of  the  Spaniards  as  you 
found  it  on  your  first  visit  to  the  interior,  what  was  the  condition  of 
the  rural  population  outside  the  towns  and  cities  at  that  time  as  to 
homes  and  subsistence  and  general  prosperity  f — ^A.  When  I  reached 
Cuba,  the  so-called  policy  of  concentration  had  been  already  pat  in 
force  almost  completely.  There  were  some  places  where  I  still  saw 
Chem  driving  in  the  country  people.  These  orders  of  concentration 
were  issued  by  the  Captain-General  of  the  island  in  October,  1896. 
rhey  were  issued  on  dilt'erent  dates,  but  began  in  October,  1896.  One 
af  these  proclamations  I  published  in  the  Review  of  Beviews.  I  got  it 
a*om  one  of  the  general  staff  in  Havana.  I  have  seen  the  others,  and 
obey  are  identical,  with  the  exception  of  different  dates  for  different 
i)rovinces.  Between  October  and  December,  1896,  this  policy  of  con- 
dentration  was  perfected  and  carried  out.  Every  peasant  and  every 
person  living  in  the  four  western  provinces  outside  the  garrison  towns 
were  driven  into  stations  of  concentration,  their  houses  were  all  burnt, 
their  crops  and  the  palm  trees  destroyed,  all  the  roots  that  grew — ^yams, 
etc. — were  dug  up,  with  the  idea,  many  of  the  officers  told  me,  to  rob 
insurgent  bauds  in  these  so-called  ^'  pacified  "  provinces  of  the  means 
of  subsistence. 

Q.  You  mean  the  houses  of  all  the  ordinary  rural  population  t — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  still  places  protected  in  the  interior  t — ^A,  There  were 
About,  I  should  say,  in  those  four  western  provinces,  20  centrales,  as 
Chey  call  them — sugar  estates — protected. 

Q.  Were  troops  stationed  on  those  sugar  estates! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  every  instance  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Spanish  troops! — A,  Yes,  sir;  of  the  regular  army,  and  then  irreg- 
ular troops,  raised  for  the  purpose  of  the  defense  of  the  estates  for  which 
the  proprietors  had  to  pay. 

Q.  The  proprietors  had  to  pay  the  irregulars! — ^A,  Yes,  sir;  and  the 
regulars  too. 

Q.  Had  to  pay  all! — A,  Yes,  sir;  but  the  irregulars  more. 

Q.  Was  that  rule  applied  indisciiminately  to  proprietors  residing  in 
che  United  States  and  those  residing  in  Guba! — A.  The  rule  as  to  the 
defense! 

Q.  And  payment! — A.  I  do  not  know  exactly  to  what  rule  you  refer. 

Q.  I  mean  the  practice  as  to  payment  for  protection. — A.  I  do  not 
know  whether  any  man  was  forced  to  defend  his  place.  Before  the  war, 
where  there  are  now  20  large  sugar  estates,  there  were  over  200.  Yon 
go  alon<'^-^i*^n<yh  those  western  provinces  and  yon  can  see  the  standing 
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c^himneyB.  All  the  great  machinery,  the  bnildings,  bams,  etc.,  were 
burned — ^the  great  majority  of  these  estates  have  been  burned.  There 
were  many  of  the  American  estates  protected  in  the  way  I  have  described, 
sind  several  I  have  visited. 

Q.  Yoar  information,  derived  from  the  officers  of  Spanish  army,  as  I 
understand  you,  is  that  the  troops  that  were  upon  these  estates  were 
paid  for  by  the  proprietors! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  absolutely;  paid  for  openly. 
1 1  was  a  bargain.  It  was  arranged  at  the  palace  at  Havana,  and  they  had 
to  pay  extra  there.  It  was  a  written  contract.  They  had  to  pay  extra 
to  keep  the  comandante  sweet.  It  cost  them  a  pretty  penny  to  have 
this  garrison.  Every  man  had  to — the  way  they  did  this,  they  would 
have  these  places  declared  strategic  x>oints.  That  was  the  way  the 
Spaniards  would  excuse  the  fact  that  they  were  having  large  bodies  of 
troops  in  places  where  they  were  absolutely  of  no  use.  So  Mr.  Atkins 
or  the  sugar  planters  would  go  to  Havana  and  have  breakfast  with  the 
Marquis  Talmerola  and  have  a  talk,  and  have  their  places  declared  a 
strategic  point,  and  the  Captain-General  would  order  a  certain  number 
of  troops  there  until  further  orders,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
proprietor  would  pay  so  much  bounty.  I  visited  one  estate  where  there 
were  a  thousand  men. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  What  estate t — A.  Azpeztequia,  on  the  southern  coast,  belong- 
ing to  the  Marquis,  now  in  Madrid,  and  who  belongs  to  the  constitu- 
tional or  tory  party  in  Ouba.    It  had  eighty  forts  defending  it. 

Q.  Eighty  forts  f — A.  Fortines.  They  look  like  forts  in  Sebastapol, 
a  game  we  used  to  play  when  I  was  a  boy 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  Did  you  learn  whether  this  destruction  of  sugar  plantations  was  the 
work  of  one  side  exclusively  or  both  f — A.  I  think  it  was  both  sides.  It  is 
a  rather  difficult  question,  because  they  have  each  changed  their  policy. 
The  Spanish  idea  the  first  year  of  war,  the  last  campaign,  as  announced 
over  his  own  signature  by  Mr.  Dupuy  de  Lome,  was  to  make  the  sugar 
crop.  That  was  to  show  that  the  revolution  was  merely  local  and  of 
little  importance.  This  letter  was  published  in  the  'New  York  Herald, 
being  the  ideas  of  the  representative  of  the  Spanish  Government  in  the 
United  States,  and  at  that  time  they  took  steps  to  protect  the  sugar 
estates  to  the  best  of  their  ability.  Azpeztequia  was  the  first  man  to 
fortify  his  estate.  As  soon  as  they  found  out,  as  they  did  a  year  and 
a  half  ago,  while  the  first  sugar  crop  was  making,  that  even  the  most 
loyal  Spaniard,  being  a  business  man,  was  perfectly  willing  to  pay  50 
cents  a  bag  for  the  sugar  he  made  to  the  insurgents,  or  to  the  Cuban 
prefecto — ^when  they  found  out  that  the  people  they  were  protecting 
were  paying  taxes  into  the  patriot  treasury  they  concluded  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  to  destroy  all  the  sugar. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  By  "them"  you  mean  the  Spanish t — A.  Yes,  sir.  This  year  they 
have  done  nothing  for  the  sugar  people,  because  they  knew  all  the  sugar 
people,  whether  American,  French,  German,  or  the  most  loyal  Span- 
iard, were  paying  tribute  on  their  prospective  crop  to  the  insurgent  local 
representatives.  It  is  so  easy  to  burn  cane.  One  man  can  burn  cane, 
and  4,000  can  not  stop  it.  So  the  policy  of  the  Spanish  Government  in 
Cuba  on  the  sugar  question  changed  entirely.  Last  year  it  was  to 
make  the  crop;  this  year  they  think  to  hurt  the  Cubans  more  by 
destroying  it. 
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Q.  It  was  changed  becanse  the  Caban  revolationists  could  collect 
the  revenue  from  the  Spaniards  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  revenue  willingly  paidf — A.  I  think  there  was  no 
unwillingness.  I  have  talked  with  many  of  the  Spaniards  and  they 
looked  on  it  as  a  fair  business  proposition.  They  would  rather  pay  50 
cents  a  bag  than  lose  their  sugar.  Sometimes  they  refuse.  Sometimes 
a  man,  becanse  he  had  a  thousand  soldiers  on  his  estate,  thought  that 
he  could  refuse  and  would  not  pay,  but  the  crop  was  always  burned. 
That  happened  to  an  American. 

Q.  What  was  his  namef — A.  StiUman.  He  was  somewhat  sluggish 
and  his  crop  was  burned. 

By  Mr.  Morgan: 

Q.  After  this  policy  of  concentration  had  been  accomplished,  ornearly 
so,  when  you  arrived  there,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  small  home- 
steads throughout  the  portion  of  the  island  you  visited! — ^A.  They  were 
alleither  burned  or  thrown  down. 

Q.  Crops  destroyed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  absolutely. 

Q.  What  was  the  situation  of  the  country  as  to  cattle,  hogs,  etc.1 — 
A.  The  cattle  that  had  belonged  to  these  guajiros,  or  peasant  class, 
had  been  principally  driven  into  the  stations  of  conceutratioui  as  these 
people  understood,  to  save  them  the  trouble,  and  that  they  were  to  be 
given  back  to  them  when  they  got  to  the  stations  which  bad  been 
designated  for  them  to  reside  in,  but  they  never  saw  the  cattle  again. 
They  were  swept  into  the  commissariat  department  of  the  Spanish 
army  and  disappeared  from  view. 

Q.  Are  there  any  cattle  left! — A.  Very  few. 

Q.  It  was  desolation,  then! — ^A.  I  have  been  in  many  countries  where 
there  was  devastation,  but  I  have  never  seen  such  a  picture  of  abao- 
lute  desolation  as  those  provinces  presented  in  the  early  springtime  of 
this  year. 

Q.  You  saw  parties  of  the  rural  population  being  driven  into  these 
point  of  concentration! — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Were  they  going  willingly! — A.  Most  unwillingly,  but  not  resist- 
ing.   There  had  been  many  cases  where  they  did  resist. 

Q.  What  became  of  them  then! — A.  They  were  shot. 

Q.  Did  you  see  those  same  people  later  in  your  tour  in  Cuba,  these 
ooncentrados! — A.  I  have  been  to  every  important  station  of  concen- 
tration in  the  four  western  provinces. 

Q.  Did  you  identify  any  of  the  people! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  at  those  stations! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  Are  those  stations  many! — ^A.  I  saw  every  one — 1  mean  every 
considerable  one.    There  are  fifteen  or  twenty  stations  of  import^noe. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  What  was  their  condition  when  you  last  saw  them! — Au  They 
were  absolutely  without  food.  The  last  station  1  saw  was  at  Hatan- 
zas  before  I  left  the  island.  I  saw  the  least  suffering  there.  I  have 
spoken  more  about  that  since  I  have  been  back  because  there  were  so 
many  foreigners  there  who  saw  what  I  saw,  and  because  in  the  stations 
in  the  interior,  the  purely  military  points,  it  is  very  difficult  to  have 
anything  to  say  with  the  pacificos.  You  are  followed  by  the  soldiers, 
and  they  are  told  to  keep  their  mouths  shut. 

Q.  What  was  the  physical  appearance  of  those  people  aa  to  starva- 
tipu  f^nd  condition  of  health! — ^A.  In  many  instances  t^ey  could  not 
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walky  could  not  get  up  from  the  seats  on  which  they  were  sitting.  This 
demonstratioQ)  made  on  or  about  the  22d  of  March^  of  the  starving 
people  of  Matanzas,  wan  the  most  affecting  sight  I  have  ever  seen.  Of 
the  8,000  or  9,000,  or  possibly  10,000,  people  on  this  Oascorra  hill 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  I  understand  that  at  Matanzas  those  people  who  had  been  driven 
in  were  taken  onto  a  hillside  and  located f— A.  Yes,  sir;  these  people, 
being  absolutely  at  the  end  of  ther  resources,  having  no  resources  what- 
ever, being  so  reduced  they  could  not  go  any  farther,  walked  down  to 
the  ps^ace  in  Matanzas,  as  many  as  could  walk — ^many  of  them  were  so 
weak  tbat  they  could  not  even  walk — there  were  about  1,800  or  2,000 
of  the  9,000  or  10,000  that  could  walk. 

Q«  When  they  got  there  the  men  did  not  dare  to  talk,  and  the  women 
did  the  talkingf — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  women  and  children.  There  were 
children  there  15  years  of  age  without  a  single  stitch  of  clothing. 

Q.  Tell  UB  about  that  officer  you  mentioned— did  you  see  thatt — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  us  about  that. — ^A.  One  of  the  young  adjutants  came  out  and 
wanted  to  know  what  was  the  matter.  They  were  very  much  frightened 
before  they  got  near  the  palace,  but  one  of  the  women  spoke  up  and 
said  they  meant  no  disrespect,  but  they  wanted  his  excellency  the 
governor  to  know  their  condition.  This  young  fellow  went  into  the 
house  and  told  the  governor,  and  after  quite  a  while  the  governor  sent 
word  to  them  to  go  around  to  the  new  artillery  barracks  and  he  would 
do  what  he  could  for  them.  An  hour  or  two  later  he  sent  out  a  quan- 
tity of  potatoes,  which  was  sufficient  to  give  each  person  that  walked 
down  one  potato,  and  then  they  walked  home,  the  weaker  leaning  on 
the  more  able-bodied,  and  they  got  back  in  various  ways  to  the  place 
where  they  are  dying. 

By  Mr.  MoBGAN: 

Q.  Did  you  learn  while  there,  in  this  particular  locality  of  which  you 
are  speaking,  whether  there  had  been  an  extensive  mortality  or  fatality, 
in  consequence  of  their  starvation? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  consequence  of 
the  starvation  and  in  consequence  of  the  plagues  and  epidemics  rag- 
ing among  them.  The  yellow  fever  has  been  all  winter  unusually 
severe,  owing  to  the  bad  sanitary  condition  in  which  they  are  living 
and  the  lack  of  food.  The  smallpox  has  also  raged  terrifically.  There 
have  been  weeks  in  Matanzas  where,  in  a  population  of  48,000  to 
50,000,  there  have  been  350  deaths  a  week  from  smallpox,  and  the  death 
wagons  are  going  all  the  time  to  the  settlement  of  these  starving  peo- 
ple. Accurate  and  absolute  statistics  would  be  difficult  to  give,  but  I 
think  I  am  now  quoting  correctly.  Why,  a  comparatively  short  time 
ago  in  Matanzas — I  have  in  mind  many  things  that  our  consul  told  me, 
Mr.  Brinkerhoff,  the  Danish  consul,  and  sugar  merchants  whom  I  met, 
say  there  have  been  over  3,000  who  have  died  out  of  the  8,000  or  10,000 
concentrated  there  since  the  order  went  into  effect. 

Q.  Within  your  own  observation  or  knowledge,  has  there  been  any 
olTort  at  a  systematic  supply  of  food  for  these  starving  people  by  the 
Spanish  Government! — A.  There  has  been  no  effort,  whether  system- 
atic or  sporadic,  of  any  kind.  While  it  was  not  published  in  the  same 
proclamation,  it  was  stated,  when  this  new  system  of  what  is  really 
extermination  was  introduced,  that  they  would  have  zones  of  cultiva- 
tion when  they  were  driven  to  the  various  places  where  it  was  good  for 
them  to  reside,  from  a  Spanish  military  standpoint;  that  each  head  of 
family  would  l>e  allotted  a  place  in  which  to  plant  and  cultivate  a 
3« 
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garden,  and  in  Oaba  it  ooald  have  been  easily  done;  and  while  the  people 
would  not  have  lived  very  well,  still  they  would  have  survived  if  such 
an  aiTangement  had  been  made,  but  in  no  single  instance  has  the  zone 
of  cultivation  been  handed  over  to  the  people.  In  several  places  they 
have  said:  ^^That  is  going  to  be  the  zone  of  cultivation."  Matau/as 
was  one,  I  remember,  but  it  has  never  been  done — ^never  had  been  pro- 
posed to  give  it  to  them,  in  my  opinion.  It  was  merely  a  blind  to  the 
rest  of  the  world,  in  my  opinion. 

Q.  If  their  promise  had  been  kept  and  these  zones  of  cultivation 
reserved  for  the  people  to  give  to  them,  they  still  would  have  been 
without  tools  or  the  assistance  of  animals  to  cultivate  those  crops f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  live  on  so  little,  these  people.  The  climate  is 
such  that  they  can  live  on  vegetable  diet  almost  entirely — on  potatoes 
cooked  in  various  ways — and  nobody  would  have  died  of  starvation,  in 
my  opinion.  They  never  cultivate  much,  anyhow;  they  never  plow; 
things  simply  grow.  But,  being  compelled  to  stay  in  these  stations  and 
stay  in  their  huts,  with  sentries  around  who  would  shoot  them  down  if 
they  crossed  the  line  to  dig  for  potatoes  or  roots,  there  is  nothing  left 
for  them  but  to  starve. 

Q.  We  hear  a  great  deal  of  digging  for  roots.  Can  you  name  the 
roots  on  which  these  people  can  subsist? — A.  I  think  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  exaggeration  in  it.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  any  edible 
roots,  and  did  not  eat  any  myself  while  in  Cuba;  but  I  have  been  a 
great  deal  in  the  East  Indies  as  well  as  in  the  West  Indies,  and  I  do 
not  believe  any  European  can  live  long  on  roots  or  leaves  or  edible 
palms. 

Q.  There  are  edible  palms  by  which  considerable  subsistence  can  be 
received t — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  do  not  think  Europeans  can  live  on  them. 

Q.  The  native  Cubans  can  live  on  such  diett — ^A.  By  Europeans  I 
mean  the  Cubans^  I  do  not  mean  to  refer  to  the  aboriginal  Indians.  I 
mean,  of  course,  m  Java,  Sumatra,  etc.,  the  natives  live  on  air  and  a 
little  rice  once  a  year  or  so,  but  I  do  not  think  the  natives  in  Cuba  can 
do  that.  They  are  very  fond  of  meat  when  they  can  get  it.  They  can 
live  very  easily,  but  if,  as  has  been  proposed,  they  turn  those  people 
back,  send  them  back  to  their  ruined  homes,  to  dig  up  roots  and  live 
on  them,  I  think  a  great  majority  would  starve. 

Q.  If  they  were  driven  out  now  t — A.  Yes;  of  course  the  country  has 
been  entirely  destroyed  behind  them. 

Q.  Their  safety  from  starvation  depends  entirely  on  the  i>eople  who 
are  wealthy  and  the  Spanish  Government! — A.  Entirely.  They  might 
be  assisted  back,  and  kept  going  for  a  month  or  so,  until  they  could 
plant  something.  Judge  Day  asked  me  two  or  three  days  ago,  I  do 
not  suppose  confidentially,  what  would  happen  if  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment should  change  its  policy  and  drive  these  people  back  to  the  places 
whence  they  came.  I  said  that  many  would  die  on  the  way ;  that  many 
more  would  die  of  starvation  after  they  arrived. 

Q.  And  very  few  would  survive!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  it  is  death  to  stay,  and  death  to  go  back  to  their  homes f—A« 

Yes  sir. 

q!  Were  the  observations  you  made  at  Matanzas — ^I  mean  the  results 
you  reached  at  Matanzas— true,  in  your  opinion,  as  to  the  other  points 
of  concentration !— A.  Yes,  sir;  only  at  the  other  points,  so  far  as  I 
could  see,  each  phase  of  suffering  was  more  severe,  because  in  Matan- 
zas tliere  was  a  large  population,  some  foreigners,  and  some  people  who 
had  had  means  before  the  war;  and  there  was  such  a  thing  there  as 
a  man  who  would  send  money  to  these  peoi)le  to  aid  them;  and  there 
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Iff  as  some  effort,  thongh  generally  ineffectaal,  to  assist  them.  Take  a 
place  like  Jaraco,  between  Matauzas  and  Havana,  simply  a  little  sta- 
tion on  tlie  railroad,  in  the  swamp,  where  8,000  or  9,000  people  have 
been  concentrated,  where  the  ordinary  population,  if  any,  was  under 
100 — there  death  was  absolutely  sure.  I  visited  this  station,  and  there 
were  itoutinual  rows  with  the  Spaniards.  I  could  not  see  much,  but  I 
could  see  that  the  conditions  were  worse,  and  the  troops  guarding  them, 
being  under  no  surveillance  at  all,  were  treating  them  in  a  much  more 
outrageous  way. 

Q,  Speaking  of  the  treatment  of  the  troops  toward  those  poor  people, 
was  it  immor^t — A.  I  have  never  seen  that,  but  I  believe  it  was  so. 
As  you  know,  these  reconcentrados  are  principally  women,  children, 
and  old  men.  I  have  had  a  great  many  people  tell  me  that,  and  I  believe 
it  absolutely. 

Q.  That  they  were  the  subjects  of  violence  t — A.  Yes,  sii\ 

Q.  Did  they  have  any  appearance  of  cheerfulness  or  resignation  to 
tbeir  fatet — A.  No;  they  were  perfectly  listless;  they  were  hopeless. 

Q.  What  sort  of  shelter  did  they  have  at  these  x)laces  of  concentra- 
tion t — A.  A  palm-leaf  house  that  they  built  with  wonderful  skiU.  I 
have  seen  many  of  them,  and  have  pictures  of  many  in  process  of  erec- 
tion. They  reacli  the  place  where  they  are  told  they  are  to  live,  and 
they  are  told  to  build  the  houses — all  lie  on  the  ground.  They  get  the 
dry  palm  leaves  and  a  few  sapling  poles  tor  the  four  corners  of  the 
liut,  and  within  an  hour  they  have  a  very  decent  hut,  all  thatched  with 
palm  leaves  down  the  side. 

Q.  Is  that  any  protection  against  the  heavy  raiusf — A.  None  at  all; 
they  all  leak.  They  have  no  beds,  all  lie  on  the  ground,  which  is  death 
itself  in  that  climate.  If  a  man  has  a  hammock,  a  soldier  comes  along 
and  if  he  wants  a  hammock  he  takes  it. 

Q.  How  do  these  huts  where  these  people  live  in  this  confinement  com- 
pare with  the  houses  they  lived  in  while  at  homef — A.  Their  houses 
were  vcx-y  comfortable;  many  of  them  frame  houses.  These  people 
lived  in  great  comfort;  they  lived  easily,  and  in  great  comfort.  One 
of  these  little  peasant  farmers,  with  3  or  4  acres  of  ground,  would  have 
every  necessary  of  life,  and  even  the  principal  luxuries.  These  they 
would  grow  themselves,  such  as  coffee  and  tobacco,  with  very  little  eflbrt. 

Q.  Is  Cuba  an  abundant  country  in  the  production  of  coffee  f — ^A.  It 
does  not  produce  a  great  coffee  crop,  but  you  might  say  it  is  a  great 
country  for  the  production  of  coff'ee.  They  can  produce,  perhaps,  more 
coffee  to  the  acre  in  Cuba  than  anywhere  else.  In  the  last  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years  they  have  gone  almost  exclusively  to  planting  sugar 
cane. 

Q.  For  commercial  purposes  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  the  common  peasantry  raise  coffee! — A.  He  has;  the  little 
farmer  has  his  coffee  bushes  covering  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  perhaps, 
and  his  little  tobacco  field. 

Q.  Do  they  have  sugar  canef — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  depends  on  the  market t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  sugar  cane  itself  has 
no  value.  If  a  man  wants  a  little  cane,  he  goes  and  cuts  it  in  the  next 
field;  it  has  no  value  before  it  is  ground. 

Q.  It  is  a  rather  indigenous  product! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  concentrados  lived  well  at  home  and  were  supplied  with 
coffee  and  tobacco  raised  in  their  own  little  patches  and  gardens! — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  hud  other  comforts! — A.  Yes,  sir. 


404  AFFAIRS  IN  CUBA. 

Q.  They  had  fruits,  oranges,  lemons,  etx5.! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  have 
a  great  many  froits  x>ecnliar  to  Cuba  that  you  never  see  anywhere  else. 

Q.  Are  they  nice,  rich  food — ^pleasantt — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  lived 
extremely  well,  particularly  the  country  people  of  the  Cubans.  They 
are  a  well-fed  and  well-grown  people. 

Q.  Did  you  see  among  these  concentrados  any  distribution  of  fruits, 
cofi'ee,  etc. Y — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  have  heard,  and  I  know  it  to  be  a  fkct,  that 
in  one  or  two  places  like  Oienfuegos  and  Jucaro  the  city  council,  or 
ayuutamiento,  having  on  it  either  Spaniards  who  had  lived  along  time 
in  Cuba  and  sympathized  with  their  neighbors,  or  other  charitable  men, 
have  voted  to  give  these  people  a  feed  for  one  or  two  days.  That  has 
been  done  in  one  or  two  instances,  but  it  only  accentuates  the  starving 
condition  of  the  people.  If  the  x)eople  here  in  Washington  should  be 
starving  and  the  city  council  should  feed  them  for  one  day,  it  would 
only  prolong  the  suffering,  and  that  is  the  condition  of  these  i>eople. 
The  city  councils  are  very  poor  and  can  not  do  much,  but  that  has  been 
done  in  one  or  two  instances,  but  nothing  more  than  voting  soup  or  din- 
ner, or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  A  casual  supply f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  simply  mention  it  as  a  recog- 
nition  of  the  fact  by  the  people  on  the  spot  that  these  people  were 
starving. 

Q.  Was  it  or  not  your  conclusion  from  what  you  saw,  looking  over 
all  the  facts  of  the  situation,  that  the  policy  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment  with  these  i)eople  was  to  exterminate  them  by  starvation? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  that  was  my  conclusion,  and  it  was  not  a  conclusion  that  the 
Spanish  high  officials  resented  you  imputing  to  them  at  all.  Many  I 
have  talked  with  admitted  it  openly,  many  of  them,  and  then  they  go 
on  to  say — if  this  is  interesting  to  you — they  tell  their  experiences  iu 
the  last  war.  They  say  in  the  last  war  we  finally  made  an  arranpre- 
ment  with  the  insurgents  and  the  thing  was  over,  and  we  gave  Garcia, 
who  now  commands  the  army  in  the  east,  a  good  place  in  the  treasury, 
and  we  provided  for  various  leaders  who  had  surrendered,  and  then  all 
the  time  they  were  drawing  money  from  the  Spanish  treasury  they 
were  arranging  for  another  uprising.  They  say  that  the  policy  of  what 
they  call  ^^  kindness"  has  failed,  and  that  now  they  have  quite  made  up 
their  minds  that  the  only  thing  is  extermination;  that  there  will  never 
be  peace  on  the  island  as  long  as  there  are  any  of  these  Cubans  left,  or 
any  considerable  number  of  them. 

Q.  The  policy  is  then  to  exterminate f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  they  are  not 
at  all  squeamish  about  admitting  it. 

Q.  They  propose  to  destroy  the  present  population  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  to  repopulate  with  Spanish  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  They  have 
already  exterminated  one  race,  and  Las  Casas  tells  how  they  did  it. 
They  will  probably  follow  the  same  methods  with  the  Creole  race. 

Q.  None  of  the  Indians  are  living? — A.  Ko,  sir;  within  forty  years 
of  taking  possession  by  the  Spaniards  the  Caribbean  or  Giboney  race 
quite  disappeared,  although  they  had  numbered  400,000  or  500,000  in  a 
generation  and  a  half. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  many  Chinamen  there? — A.  Not  as  many  as  I 
thought  would  be  from  the  Miaco  coolie  trade  the  Spanish  had  going 
some  years  ago;  a  good  many  had  left.  They  are  very  prosperous; 
generally  keep  hotels  in  the  small  towns;  a  few  are  laborers.  They  are 
provident  and  make  money. 

Q.  Are  they  engaged  in  the  army  of  either  Spain  or  Cuba,  any  of 
them  ? — A.  Some  few  in  the  insurgent  army ;  none  in  the  Spanish  army. 
There  are  a  great  many  negroes  iu  the  Spanish  army;  a  great  many 
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more,  proportionately  and  absolutely,  than  in  the  insurgent  army. 
Almost  all  the  irregcQar  troops  in  the  Spanish  aimy  are  negroes. 

Q.  Troops  that  are  called  guerrillas  heret — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  appear,  from  the  accounts  we  have  had,  to  be  a  very  des- 
perate and  reckless  set  of  marauders  ? — A.  When  you  look  at  their  ante- 
cedents you  will  see  it  is  only  natural  they  should  be.  Those  coming 
from  Europe  are  liberated  from  Ceuta  to  fight  in  this  war,  having  been 
under  sentence  for  murder  or  other  offense  so  serious  as  to  make  them 
liable  to  imprisonment  in  this  penal  settlement.  !N'o  man  goes  there 
except  under  sentence  of  at  least  twenty  years.  In  this  war  these  jail 
birds  are  let  loose  to  do  what  harm  they  can. 

Q.  They  form  the  guerrilla  troops? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  they  are  added 
to  by  the  local  scoundrels. 

Q.  Did  you  observe,  personally,  any  of  the  alleged  cruelties  and  bar- 
barities perpetrated  by  the  guerrillas  or  by  the  Spanish  army  on  the 
Ouban  hospitals? — ^A.  Ko;  I  was  not  in  a  Cuban  hospital  when  they 
murdered  people,  fortunately;  but  I  have  heard  of  many  of  these 
instances.  I  have  talked  with  Spanish  officers,  and  they  have  not 
denied  it.  They  are  only  obeying  orders,  actual  orders;  not,  under- 
stand me,  acting  on  their  own  responsibility.  Under  the  military  laws 
prevailing  in  the  four  western  provinces  they  have  not  only  the  right, 
but  it  is  their  duty,  to  shoot  any  man,  woman,  or  child  found  outside 
the  Spanish  lines. 

Q.  It  amounts  to  this,  that  any  man,  woman,  or  child  outside  the 
Spanish  lines  in  Cuba  is  outlawed? — ^A  They  have  told  me  myself  in 
different  places  where  I  went 

Q.  The  policy  then  is  to  exterminate  the  rural  population  by  starva- 
tion, and  those  who  do  not  come  in  are  to  be  shot? — A.  Their  orders  are 
to  shoot  on  sight.  They  say,  "  If  we  see  a  man  on  the  road  we  shoot.'' 
They  are  perfectly  justified  so  far  as  their  orders  are  concerned.  They 
are  carrying  out  exactly  the  orders  of  the  captain-general. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS : 

Q.  What  justification  do  they  give  for  shooting  women  and  chil- 
dren ? — A.  The  women  might  breed  and  the  children  may  grow  up. 

Q.  Do  they  talk  that  way — say  the  women  might  breed  and  the  chil- 
dren grow  up? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  not  averse,  as  you  might  imag- 
ine, to  going  on  and  describing  fully  what  they  mean  and  what  they 
desire,  and  General  Weyler  is  not  unpopular  among  what  you  might 
call  the  most  powerful  section  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 
On  the  contrary,  he  is  quite  popular.  He  is  just  the  man  they  want 
They  believe  with  him  in  command  this  policy  of  extermination  will  be 
carried  out  to  its  logical  conclusion.  I  remember,  in  Santa  Glara,  in 
the  Club  of  Merchants,  in  the  town  of  Santa  Olara — ^it  was  at  the  time 
when  it  was  proposed  that  Gen,  Martinez  Oampos  should  come  to 
Cuba — ^they  said  to  me,  these  men  of  influence,  unanimously,  that  ^^if 
Martinez  Gampos  comes  to  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  makes  any  proposi- 
tion of  compromise  as  he  had  before  we  will  shoot  him  in  the  streets  of 
Havana.  We  do  not  want  General  Weyler  removed,  because  he  is  our 
man.  He  is  bloodthirsty,  and  he  is  the  man  we  want.  We  do  not 
know  whether  he  will  be  successful,  but  he  is  going  about  it  the  right 
way.'* 

Q.  Do  you  believe  these  sentiments  to  which  you  refer  can  be  justly 
attributed  to  the  party  in  Guba  called  <<  Autonomists"  ? — A.  The  Auton- 
omists have  been  placed  in  a  very  awkward  position.  What  they 
Bay — ^I  know  Montero  very  well;  I  Imew  him  in  Madrid.    I  never  could 
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tell  when  be  was  talking  to  me,  whether  he  was  talking  what  he 
thonght  was  the  truth  or  for  the  gallery.  They  were  evidently  deceived 
by  the  measure  of  administrative  reform  published  last  February.  A 
different  draft  of  it  had  been  given  out  to  Moutero  and  different  lead- 
ers of  the  Autonomist  party,  with  which  they  were  delighted,  because 
it  embodied  all  their  platform,  for  which  they  had  been  fighting  the 
last  ten  years,  and  they  gave  their  unqualified  adhesion  to  this  docu- 
ment of  reform.  When  the  official  scheme  was  finally  published  in  the 
Official  Gazette,  they  found  they  had  been  duped,  and  that  Ganovas 
had  not  given  any  such  reforms  as  they  had  been  promised,  and  some 
of  them,  like  Dr.  Loriu,  left  the  country.  He  feared  he  could  not  stay 
there  without  expressing  his  opinion  and  going  to  one  of  the  penal  set- 
tlements like  Fernando  Po.  Montero  stayed.  I  do  not  know  wheth^ 
he  was  a  party  to  the  trickery  or  not.  He  is  a  very  poor  man,  and  I 
do  not  think  he  could  go.  I  really  think  he  was  duped  himself,  but 
the  Autonomists  are  exceedingly  few  now.  The  reform  measures,  if 
they  did  nothing  else^  certainly  served  to  reduce  considerably  the  num- 
bers of  the  Autonomist  party,  who  believed  that  even  a  good  measure 
such  as  that  of  the  Dominion  of  Ganada  would  be  a  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  the  Guban  trouble.  It  was  never  considered  seriously  for  a 
moment  even  by  the  Government  before  this  proposed  reform  became 
known,  but  since  it  has  been  known  nobody  refers  to  it  even,  least  of 
all  General  Weyler.  He  has  no  illusions  as  to  it.  It  was  simply  con- 
ceived for  effect  on  the  civilized  world,  and  especially  on  the  United 
States. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  parties  of  these  guerrillas  t — A.  Many  of  them. 

Q.  Do  they  act  independently  or  with  the  regular  army  t — ^A.  Tbey 
act  quite  independently.  They  are  generally  in  better  physical  condi- 
tion than  the  regular  army  soldiers,  so  they  are  more  active,  get  around 
more. 

Q.  Are  they  mounted  menf — ^A.  Generally;  some  on  foot,  but  gen- 
endly  mounted  on  these  little  Guban  ponies. 

Q.  Are  they  enlisted  in  the  army  of  Spain t — A.  Yes;  it  is  very  dif- 
flciUt  to  say  exactly — ^their  legal  status  has  not  been  decided  down 
there.  They  are  generally  local  corps,  very  much  as  our  national 
guardsmen,  enlisted  as  soldiers,  and  then,  by  their  own  request,  tbey 
are  mobilized  into  the  regular  army  under  the  orders  of  the  military 
commander  of  the  district  in  which  they  are  stationed. 

Q.  They  report  to  him  t — ^A.  To  him.  They  are  directly  under  his 
command;  like  our  militia  companies  if  mustered  in.  In  their  activity 
they  are  not  under  him,  but  have  their  own  officers  and  maraud  the 
country. 

Q.  Gorresponding  to  the  parties  of  rangers  in  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice!— ^A.  Yes,  sir;  only  they  are  mercenaries;  they  enlist  for  the  pay. 

Q.  Have  you  collected,  to  your  own  satisfaction,  the  figures  in 
reference  to  the  strength  of  the  Spanish  army;  or,  speaking  in  terms  I 
prefer,  the  number  of  Spanish  soldiers,  including  released  prisoners 
from  the  African  and  other  prisons,  who  have  been  carried  to  Ouba  for 
the  purpose  of  this  war! — ^A.  It  is  very  easy  to  find  out  the  numbers. 
They  are  variously  estimated  at  between  220,000  and  230,000  men  that 
have  been  brought  over  since  the  outbreak. 

Q.  There  were  then  soldiers  on  the  island! — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was 
then  an  army  of  15,000  on  the  island  when  the  outbreak  occurred. 

Q.  The  regular  standing  army  in  Gubaf — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  have  never  been  free  firom  that  standing  armyf — ^A.  Ko; 
never  free  from  them. 
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Q.  That  standing  army  was  about  15,000  T — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Not  for  the  purpose  of  protection,  but  for  the  purpose  of  an  estab- 
lishment!— ^A.  They  are  a  part  of  the  Oovernment. 

Q.  A  part  of  the  establishment  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Had  it  occurred  to  you  that  there  was  a  large  excess  of  troops 
brought  over  from  Spain  to  Oubat — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  had  occurred  to 
me.    I  thought  the  Spaniards  could  do  better  if  they  had  fewer  men. 

Q.  Gould  take  better  care? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  exposed  area  would  be 
less.  Their  chief  losses  have  been  from  sickness.  If  they  had  50,000 
or  60,000  men,  grown  men,  not  little  boys;  they  have  kept  their  best 
troops  in  Spain,  and  as  the  new  conscripts  came  up  each  year  they  sent 
them  out  to  Cuba. 

Q.  I  suppose  that  accounts  for  the  remark  generally  made  in  regard 
to  the  Spanish  army  in  Cuba,  that  it  is  an  army  of  boys? — A.  They  are 
very  young. 

Q.  As  a  rule  that  is  a  fact? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  are  not  seasoned  soldiers? — A.  No,  sir:  you  remarked  that 
in  the  corporals,  sergeants,  and  noncommissioned  officers;  they  are  just 
boys,  too;  have  seen  no  service  and  are  not  steady. 

Q.  Spain  has  a  disciplined,  matured,  and  experienced  army  at  her 
command,  I  suppose? — ^A.  They  have  60,000  to  80,000  very  good  troops 
in  Spain  now. 

Q.  They  are  kept  in  Spain  ? — A.  They  keep  their  best  troops  in  Spain ; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  Government  there? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  to  be  prepared  for  emergencies;  they  have  kept  their  best  troops 
and  their  best  officers. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  any  company  that  has  the  monopoly  or 
the  entire  work  of  bringing  over  those  troops  and  supplies  from  Spain 
to  Ouba  and  carrying  them  back? — A.  They  are  all  brought  in  the 
steamers  of  the  Company  TransAtlantiea,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
monopoly;  I  think  they  would-be  glad  to  turn  it  over  to  somebody 
else.  They  are  carrying  it  from  patriotic  motives  entirely.  The  Mar- 
quis CorniJlas  is  a  very  patriotic  man.  He  turned  his  ships  over  to  the 
Government  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  for  this  purpose  and  said  they 
would  keep  a  running  account;  it  is  still  running. 

Q.  You  think  the  Government  has  not  paid  for  this  transportation  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  the  account  is  still  running  up,  unliquidated? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  trochas  seem  to  require  the  presence  of  very  large  numbers 
of  troops? — ^A.  Certainly,  very  large  numbers  of  troops  are  stationed 
along  them. 

Q.  Could  you  form  an  idea  as  to  the  number? — A.  I  have  never  been 
to  the  eastern  trocha,  but  along  the  Mariel-Majana  trocha  there  were 
about  15,000  men,  supposed  to  be  keeping  the  insurgents  in  Pinar  del 
^io  that  had  gone  to  the  west  end  of  the  island, 

Q.  Have  you  known  of  any  instance  in  which  there  were  important 
military  advantages  gained  over  the  insurgents  by  means  of  these 
trochas? — ^A.  No;  they  always  seem  to  me  very  senseless,  very  mediae- 
val. I  could  not  understand  why  they  were  built.  They  served  no 
purpose^  except  to  put  thousands  of  men  on  their  backs  with  fever 
from  the  turning  up  of  this  low,  decaying  soil.  All  along  the  trocha, 
the  Mariel-Majana,  or  western  trocha,  the  soldiers  are  buried  in  great 
numbers.  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  head  surgeons  in  San  Ambrosio 
hospital  that  they  had  reached  Havanit — they  don't  often  send  men 
there — that  they  had  at  least  12^000  fever  cases  from  that  trocha. 
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Q.  The  western  trocbaf — ^Yes,  sir. 

Q.  We  have  had  several  descriptions  of  these  trocbaa.  I  wonld  like 
yon  to  describe  tbe  one  you  saw. — A.  Of  conrse,  tbe  trocha  is  not  nni- 
form  like  a  wall.  In  different  places  it  is  different.  It  bas  varied 
arcbitectnre  with  the  natnre  of  tbe  gronnd.  It  is  a  sort  of  ditcb — a 
cut.  They  dig  this  ditcb  and  throw  up  tbe  ground  on  one  side.  Every 
qnarter  of  a  mile  or  so  they  bave  a  little  fortin,  according  to  tbe  nature 
of  tbe  gronnd;  sometimes  two;  where  there  is  a  gnlcb  they  have  two 
forts,  and  in  many  places  they  bave  tbe  barbed- wire  fence  to  keep  back 
cavalry. 

Q.  What  is  about  tbe  width  of  tbe  clearing  through  wbicb  it  is 
constructed? — ^A.  Tbe  open  space,  with  no  treesf 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  It  varies.  Sometimes  yon  go  across  a  vega,  and 
you  would  not  see  a  tree  for  3  or  4  miles. 

Q.  Where  they  pass  through  tbe  wooded  districts  f — A.  It  varies. 
Sometimes  tbe  tree>s  come  right  up  to  the  trocba  and  furnish  protection. 
So  far  as  I  know  I  have  never  been  with  an  insurgent  band  wben  tbey 
crossed  tbe  trocha,  but  it  has  never  presented  any  obstacle  to  any  of 
the  insurgents  that  wanted  to  go  in  or  out 

Q.  You  would  regard  it  as  a  failure  in  a  military  sense  1 — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  But  it  requires  the  protection  and  attention  of  a  great  many  men  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  and  has  cost  a  great  many  lives. 

Q.  I  wish  you  wonld  describe  the  means  of  transportation  tbe  Spanish 
army  employs  when  it  leaves  the  central  depot  or  commissary  station 
to  make  an  examination  or  incursion  against  tbe  enemy. — ^A.  When 
tbey  go  from  Havana,  tbey  do  not  make  any  preparation  at  all,  appar- 
ently. I  am  only  speaking  from  personal  knowledge.  I  si>ent  three 
days  with  Spanish  troops  going  from  Havana  to  the  town  or  city  of 
Santa  Clara,  and  tbey  bad  what  I  bad — only  sugar  cane  we  cut  along 
tbe  line  of  railroad.  They  made  no  preparation.  Wben  tbey  go  out, 
as  they  did  from  Santa  Clara  after  Oomez,  tbe  three  columns  Weyler 
bad  converging  on  Santa  Clara  started'ont  to  drive  Gk>mez  across  the 
eastern  trocba  or  make  him  fight;  tbey  had  no  commissary  arrangement. 
They  had  little  bags  in  wbicb  tbey  put  what  they  had,  but  tbey  had  to 
go  back  within  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  for  provisions. 

Q.  Ko  pack  train t — ^A.  No,  sir;  no  mountain  gun  or  train  or  any* 
thing. 

Q.  Tbey  so  with  what  supplies  tbey  can  carry  in  their  knapsacks  or 
haversacks  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  must  go  back  wben  their  supply  gives  outt — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it 
necessarily  makes  tbe  campaign  a  short  one. 

Q.  You  speak  of  Weyler  going  after  Gomez.  At  what  point  did  they 
meet! — ^A.  I  do  not  think  tbey  met.  I  saw  General  Weyler  in  Santa 
Clara,  at  tbe  high- water  mark  of  this  campaign,  and  he  then  told  me  that 
it  would  result  in  the  capture  of  Gomez  or  his  retreat  across  the  eastern 
trocba  into  the  Cuban  or  free  Cuba.  But  it  did  not.  Within  ten  days 
Gomez  gave  news  of  himself,  and  be  was  in  General  Weyler's  rear  at 
that  time.  Weyler  had  marched  all  tbe  way  from  Havana,  and  he  had 
three  columns  that  came  into  Santa  Clara.  He  must  bave  had  40,000 
men  if  be  bad  one. 

Q.  How  many!— A.  40,000  men,  and  he  had  the  best  men  that  were 
left. 

Q.  Was  it  in  that  campaign  that  Weyler  attacked  Gomez  at  the 
estate  called  La  Beformat — ^A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that;  I 
am  told  it  was. 
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Q.  What  was  your  observation,  or  your  reliable  information,  as  to 
tlie  condition  of  the  Spanish  army  during  the  period  yon  were  there  as 
to  health  f — A.  They  were  in  wretched  health.  Hardly  a  man  there  that 
should  have  been  with  the  colors.  The  hospitals  were  simply  crowded. 
They  had  begun  with  this  one  military  hospital  of  San  Ambrosio,  and 
tliey  now  have  eight  in  Havana  alone,  and  the  people  were  crowded 
together,  and  half  the  men  in  camp  were  totally  unfit  for  service — never 
should  have  been  there — were  doing  more  harm  than  good,  not  properly 
fed,  not  properly  clothed,  and,  to  begin  with,  were  not  proper  men  to 
send  out.    They  were  merely  half  grown  boys. 

Q.  Is  the  Spanish  army  in  Cuba  fed  by  distribution  of  rations  at 
stated  times  or  by  the  purchase  of  rations  by  the  soldiery! — A.  Some- 
times one  is  the  case  and  sometimes  the  other. 

Q.  The  system  is  not  regular  t — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  it 
depends  on  circumstances,  and  sometimes  it  depends  on  the  wishes  of 
the  soldiers.  Sometimes  they  have  said  they  would  rather  have  a 
certain  amount  of  money  per  day  and  take  care  of  themselves. 

Q.  In  wliich  case  they  could  buy  from  the  commissariat  Y — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  country  capable,  in  its  present  condition,  of  furnishing  sup- 
plies for  the  army  of  Spain f — A.  Ko,  sir;  they  are  getting  all  their 
supplies^  with  the  exception  of  the  cattle,  from  outside  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  points  from  which  they  chiefly 
obtain  their  supplies  for  the  army  t — A.  I  have  seen  supplies  that  came 
from  the  United  States  and  supplies  that  came  from  Cuba.  I  have  seen 
bales  of  hay  that  came  from  New  Orleans,  coming  for  their  cavalry  in 
Pinar  del  Kio,  that  came  to  Havana  on  the  New  Orleans  steamers. 

Q.  Where  do  they  get  their  coal  for  the  steamers  f — A.  I  do  not  know 
about  that.    I  think  there  is  coal  on  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Q.  You  speak  of  getting  their  cattle  from  the  island.  Do  you  mean 
that  there  are  large  herds  of  cattle  now  there  on  which  the  army  can 
subsist! — A.  They  have  a  certain  amount  of  cattle  there,  and  outside 
their  garrison  towns  you  see  a  lot  of  cattle. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  are  native  cattle  or  imported! — A. 
Native  cattle;  they  belong  to  the  commissariat  at  those  places.  You 
can  see  them  browsing,  with  a  guard  over  them. 

Q.  Plenty  of  green  forage!  Plenty  of  grazing  for  cattle  in  Cuba! — 
A.  I  do  not  know  that;  I  should  say  there  is  plenty.  They  are  not 
great  big  cattle  like  our  cattle,  and  probably  do  not  eat  so  much.  They 
are  more  hardy,  more  like  goats.  I  could  not  say  there  was  any  great 
amount  of  fodder;  it  is  not  a  grass  country. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  You  speak  of  the  portion  of  the  country  where  you  were! — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  You  have  not  been  in  the  mountains! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  Spanish  army  impress  you  as  being  one  full  of  spirit  and 
life! — A.  No;  they  struck  me  as  being  very  depressed  and  disheart- 
ened, and  sick  of  the  whole  business;  wanting  to  go  home  very  much« 

Q.  I  believe  you  say  you  were  not,  at  any  time,  in  the  Cuban  lines, 
in  the  lines  of  the  insurgents! — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  were  not  with  the  Cuban  forces! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q«  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  fate  of  the  correspondent — I  think 
of  the  New  York  World — whose  name  was  Oovin! — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  I  wlflh  yon  woald  tell  what  you  know  or  what  iuformation  you 
have  (18  to  him. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  What  was  his  namet — A.  Charles  Govin. 

Q.  Where  was  he  born? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  abont  that 
exropt  i'rom  information.  He  was  born,  as  I  understand,  in  the  United 
Htates:  in  some  State-^ — 

Q.  lio  you  know  what  State t — A.  I  have  it  down  somewhere,  bat  I 
do  not  now  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  personally! — A.  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Mouoan: 

Q.  What  nci'oant  has  been  given  of  his  dea^h,  and  to  what  extent 
do  you  credit  it  as  being  truef — A.  I  will  have  to  go  back  a  little  to 
answer  that.  When  1  went  to  Cuba  Govin  had  been  dead  many 
months,  and  it  was  one  of  the  old  stories  to  which  I,  naturally  having 
to  write,  did  not  pay  much  attention;  but  one  day  I  received  i>ermi6sion 
to  go  to  see  the  American  prisoners  in  the  castle.  I  do  not  believe 
they  had  been  seen  then  by  any  American  except  the  consul-generaL 

Q.  You  obtained  information  which,  in  your  opinion  and  judgment, 
you  have  a  right  to  rely  upon,  from  an  eyewitness! — ^A.  Not  of  his 
death.  1  talk^  with  all  these  prisoners.  One  of  these  men  was  born 
in  Key  West  and  he  went  to  Cuba  in  the  same  expedition  with  which 
Govin  went  as  a  newspaper  correspondent,  and  when  they  were  cap- 
tured the  Spanish  tied  them  two  by  two,  and  this  man  was  tied  to 
Govin.  You  may  remember  that  when  the  consul-general  in  Havana 
called  the  attention  of  the  State  Department  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
a  rumor  that  this  man  had  been  murdered  or  killed  the  Spanish  state- 
ment of  the  case  was  very  circumstantial,  and  various  general  officers 
gave  their  personal  word  that  such  was  the  case — that  Govin  was  killed 
in  a  skirmish  on  a  certain  day.  This  man  stated  that  he  was  tied  to 
Govin  and  slept  by  his  side  two  days  after  the  Spanish  officers  gave 
their  word  as  to  the  date  of  his  being  killed  in  a  fight.  This  man  stated 
that  he,  too,  was  an  American  citizen,  but  was  clever  enough  not  to 
claim  American  citizenship,  and  that  is  the  reason  he  escaped  with  his 
life,  while  Govin  claimed  American  citizenship  and,  accorduig  to  this 
man's  story,  was  cut  to  pieces  with  matchetes.  The  falsity  of  the 
Spanish  story  demonstrates  the  truth  of  his. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  What  paper  did  he  represent! — A.  I  do  not  know  abont  that.  I 
am  told  the  Jacksonville  Times-Democrat.  I  think  he  was  born  in 
Ohio. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  You  visited  the  prison! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  Oampetitor  prisoners! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  have  no  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  their 
alleged  offense!  That  was  committed  long  before  you  got  there! — ^A. 
None  from  being  on  the  spot;  nothing  except  what  they  told  me  in  my 
talk  with  them  in  their  prison. 

Q.  How  were  they  treated  in  prison! — A.  Very  badly,  in  my  opinion, 

Q.  In  what  respects! — ^A.  Their  food  was  perfectly  disgusting. 
When  I  saw  Melton  three  months  ago  I  telegraphed  that  I  did  not  think 
the  man  would  live  six  weeks.  He  is  still  alive.  He  was  emaciated  to 
an  awfnl  degree  and  in  a  terrible  condition.  He  is  not  a  ragged,  hardy 
sailor  man  like  the  others. 
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Q.  A  yoang  man? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  old,  do  yoa  think  f — A.  Not  over  22  or  23. 

Q.  Did  he  appear  to  be  an  intelligent  man? — A.  A  very  fine  fellow 
in  every  way,  I  should  say.  He  stands  his  imprisonment  in  the  most 
placky  way;  does  not  complain  at  aU.  He  said  he  had  written  home  to 
bis  people  in  Arkansas,  and  that  they  had  received  assurance  from  the 
Congressman  of  his  district  that  everything  was  being  done  that  could 
be  done  in  Washington,  and  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  that,  that 
they  were  doing  what  they  could,  and  he  never  complained.  He  said 
the  food  was  very  bad,  and  he  could  not  eat.  The  captain  of  the 
Competitor  told  me  that  he  never  could  eat;  that  he  did  not  eat  any- 
thing to  amount  to  anything  from  the  first..  The  man  looks  like  a 
walking  skeleton.  He  is  a  great  big  fellow — ^big  framed  and  I  do  not 
suppose  he  weighs  now  over  90  pounds.    He  did  not  when  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  other  names  f — A.  The  captain's  name  was 
liaborde.  I  have  the  other  names,  but  do  not  remember  them  all  now. 
There  is  one  supposed  to  be  an  Englishman,  born  in  Liverpool. 

Q.  Are  they  all  in  one  cellt — A.  ]^o,  sir;  separated.  They  live  in 
what  ihey  call  galleries,  thirty  to  forty  in  a  dormitory.  Melton  and 
Laborde  were  in  one  and  three  or  four  in  the  other.  When  I  went  to 
see  these  men,  I  did  not  see  them  in  their  gallery;  they  were  brought 
out.  AU  I  saw  of  the  gallery  was  through  the  window.  They  do  not 
allow  yon  to  see  the  cells. 

Q.  While  in  Ouba  did  you  have  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Oubans  by  the  Spaniards  when  they  captured  themT — A. 
I  saw  a  great  many  shot  by  due  process  of  martial  law  who  were  said 
to  have  been  in  the  insurgent  ranks  or  broken  the  military  rulies.  I 
saw  them  led  out  and  shot. 

Q.  Prisoners  of  war  captured  in  action f — A.  Very  rarely;  I  think  it 
was  very  rare  they  captured  them  in  action.  I  think  they  were  mostly 
captured  under  the  terms  to  which  the  proclamation  applied,  and  that 
therefore  whoever  found  them  had  the  legal  right  to  shoot  them  down. 
They  were  brought  in  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  information,  and 
tried  by  summary  court-martial,  and  then  shot. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  man  whose  case  you  recited  in  the  Review  of 
Beviewsf — ^A.  Fidel  Fundora.  He  was  a  cattleman  living  in  the 
province  of  Matanzas,  a  native  Ouban.  I  saw  him  after  he  had  been 
tortnred. 

Q.  What  was  his  condition  t — ^A.  Both  his  hands  had  been  tortured 
by  tiie  thumb  string,  by  tying  his  two  thumbs  together  and  increasing 
the  pressure  until  the  string  cuts  the  thumbs  off.  Oangreue  set  in, 
and  to  save  the  man's  life,  which  they  wanted  to  save  very  much  at 
that  time,  because  they  thought  he  had  valuable  information,  they  had 
to  amputate  both  hands,  which  they  did.    I  saw  the  stumps. 

Q.  They  tortured  him  to  extract  information t — A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
thought  he  was  acting  for  the  Junta  in  Matanzas  in  making  this  ship- 
ment; they  wanted  to  know  who  he  was  acting  for  in  making  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  charge  against  him,  or  the  facts  that  led  to  this 
tortoref — A.  The  charge  was — I  do  not  imagine  any  specific  charge 
was  ever  made^  they  do  not  do  that — but  the  charge  they  might  have 
made  waB  sending  ammunition  or  supplies  to  the  enemy,  or  sending 
food  or  supplies  of  any  kind,  which  is  forbidden  by  the  bando,  or 
proclamation* 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  I  understand  that  he  was  charged  with  shipping  a  package  pur- 
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wbo  18  undergoing  a  severe  illness  and  who  does  not  know  when  his 
vitality  will  give  way.  The  strain  is  sach  that  he  is  being  weakened 
every  day. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  local  finances  in  Gabaf — A.  Do  you 
refer  to  the  money  t 

Q.  Yesy  sir;  to  the  money  in  circolation  and  the  sorts  of  money  and 
its  valne  as  compared  with  gold  and  silverf — ^A.  They  have  all  sorts  of 
money  in  Cuba.  They  have  gold  and  silver,  and  then  they  have  notes, 
which  compared  to  gold  are  depreciated  very  much. 

Q.  About  how  muchf — A.  $4.80  in  gold  is  worth  (15  in  paper. 

Q.  How  much  in  silver  f — A.  About  $8  or  $9  in  coin.  These  things 
have  changed  very  much  since  I  left  Havana;  it  is  worse.  The  depre- 
ciation of  the  note  is  going  on  steadily. 

Q.  Are  the  Spanish  soldiers  paid  in  gold,  silver,  or  paper  9 — A.  They 
are  paid  in  paper  for  one  month.  Yoi^  see,  they  are  paying  them  now 
for  last  fall;  they  are  in  arrears  four  or  five  months  with  the  pay. 
Within  the  last  two  mouths  they  did  pay  a  portion  of  one  month  in 
silver — in  metallic,  as  they  call  it — ^in  luetaL  As  a  general  thing  they 
pay  in  paper. 

Q.  Do  they  complain  of  it — ^the  officers  and  soldiers T — A.  Yes,  sir; 
the  civil  guard — ^that  division  of  the  army  numbers  about  25,000  men — 
have  raised  a  big  row,  and  threatened  mutiny  almost,  b^ause,  under 
some  statutes  under  which  they  were  organized,  it  was  [promised  that 
they  should  be  paid  in  gold. 

Q.  What  is  the  civil  guard  T — A.  The  corps  of  ^lite,  you  might  call 
it.  The  officers  are  all  army  officers,  have  the  same  education,  and  are 
cliosen  for  their  higher  abilities,  and  the  men  are  all  men  who  have 
served  with  credit  in  the  regular  army  and  then  reenlisted  in  the  civil 
guard.  In  old  Spain  they  are  mounted  constabulary,  who  patrol  from 
one  end  to  another.  They  go  by  pairs  up  and  down  on  the  Spanish 
roads. 

Q.  Are  the  civil  guard  enlisted  for  general  service  in  Cuba  or  for 
local  service! — A.  For  general  service. 

Q.  In  addition  to  that,  have  they  any  home  guard  or  local  guard  f — 
A.  They  have  what  they  call  The  Volunteers;  it  is  a  sort  of  national 
guard  for  the  Island  of  Cuba,  composed  entirely  of  Spaniards.  It  is  a 
guard  for  affairs  in  the  island,  the  volunteers,  as  they  are  called.  It  is 
a  body  of  men — ^you  have  heard  of  the  massacre  of  the  students  in 
1870  committed  by  them.  They  are  very  powerful;  it  is  an  influence. 
Every  Captain-General  has  to  take  them  into  his  calculations.  One  or 
two  Captain-Generals — among  them  General  Dulce — were  sent  back  to 
Spain  by  them.  They  took  him  down  and  put  him  on  the  steamer,  and 
sent  him  back  to  Spain.    I  only  mention  this  to  show  their  influence. 

Q.  They  are  called  volunteers! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  belong  to  the  army! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  An  independent  force! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  loyal  to  the  Spanish  crown! — ^A.  Yes.  sir;  they  are  mostly 
officeholderS|  men  in  the  different  Government  bureaus,  shopkeepers, 
l)lanters,  men  who  are  only  in  Cuba  for  a  few  years. 

Q.  Are  these  men  required  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  island  that  the 
captain-general  may  order  them  to,  or  are  they  organized  and  enlisted 
for  home  guard  or  local  purposes! — A.  I  think  they  are  under  their 
own  organization  and  regulation,  but  they  would  have  to  obey  the 
Captain -General's  orders;  the  Captain-General  is  their  commander  in 
chief,  and  they  would  have  to  obey  his  orders,  but  he  has  never  given 
them  any  orders  for  this  war. 
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Q.  From  yoar  descriptioD,  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  pretty  nearly  the 
whole  adult  male  Spanish  population  belongs  to  the  army  in  some  form 
or  another T — A.  They  «are  in  the  army  or  in  the  volunteers.  Since  tk 
beginning  of  the  war  the  volunteers  have  done  nothing  bnt  serenade 
various  generals  or  victorious  chiefs,  or  meet  them  at  the  railway  sta 
tion.    They  have  not  been  under  fire  much. 

Q.  In  one  way  or  another  the  adult  male  Spanish  population  ia  uearlv 
all  connected  with  the  army  t— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  In  the  army  in  some  form  or  another? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  insurgent  population  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  army  ot 
the  Eepublicf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  there  is  a  class  called  pacificos,  as  I  understand,  who  do  not 
belong  to  either? — A.  In  my  opinion,  the  pacificos  are  the  members  ot 
the  patriot  families — the  women  and  children  and  old  men — who  are  not 
capable  of  bearing  arms. 

Q.  Then,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  almost  every  man  who  owes  alle- 
giance to  Spain  is  in  one  or  the  other  army  in  some  form  or  another!— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  whole  population  engaged  in  war  in  one  way  or  another  f— 
A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  No  neutrals,  if  I  understand,  except  the  foreigners  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  women  and  children! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  they  may  be  neutrals 
so  far  as  active  taking  up  of  arms  are  concerned,  but  they  are  very 
few.  All  the  Spaniards,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  tobacco  buyers 
and  planters,  and  so  on,  are  in  the  employ  of  their  Government;  they 
are  officeholders  in  some  way. 

Q.  The  same  is  true  of  the  parts  of  the  country  occupied  by  the 
Cubans! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  it  is  an  internecine  war! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  extends  through  all  classes  of  society,  in  one  way  or  the 
other! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  Did  you  meet  any  of  these  chiefs  of  the  Spanish  irregulars? — A. 
1  knew  Fondavlela,  the  Guanabacoa  man. 

Q.  What  was  his  business! — A.  He  was  in  the  regular  Spanish 
army,  an  officer  detailed  for  the  military  command  of  the  town  of 
Guanabacoa;  he  is  in  the  regular  army. 

Q.  Did  you,  in  the  course  of  your  investigations  in  the  island,  dis- 
cover any  American  citizens  among  those  who  have  been  driven  inU> 
the  Spanish  stations  of  concentration! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  none  at  Matanzas! — ^A.  There  were  at  least  20  Ameri- 
cans who  were  living  in  the  house  of  our  consul  of  Matanzas,  Mr, 
Bryce.  He  was  supporting  them  very  charitably.  They  were  peo])le 
whose  means  of  livelihood  had  been  swept  away  by  the  war»  and  who 
had  been  living  in  Matanzas.  They  were  not  of  the  country  populatioiu 
but  were  absolutely  destitute. 

Q.  What  area  on  that  hillside  do  these  nine  or  ten  thousand  people 
occupy — what  space  does  it  cover! — A.  Perhaps  20  acres. 

Q.  Are  the  houses  laid  out  in  any  order,  in  the  way  of  streets  t — A. 
Oh,  no;  only  in  linjes. 

Q.  How  much  space  between  the  houses! — ^A.  About  20  feet.  They 
were  huts  made  of  palms. 

Q.  Was  the  filth  removed,  or  suffered  to  accumulate!— A«  Suffered 
to  accumulate;  but  they  were  in  an  advantageous  position,  as  they 
were  on  the  hillside,  and  the  filth  washed  down;  nothing  like  the 
condition  of  those  living  in  the  swamps. 
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Q.  Those  conoentrados  were  mostly  women  and  ebildron  aud  old 
men  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  yoa  understand  the  able-bodied  men  were  gone? — A. 
I  understood — ^it  was  a  question  I  never  spoke  about,  but  I  understood 
they  were  with  the  patriot  forces  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  estimate  of  the  forces  of  these  conoentrados 
driven  in! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  not  from  statistics 

Q.  From  the  best  information  you  have! — A.  1  believe,  in  the  four 
western  provinces,  there  has  been  concentrated  at  least  400,000  people. 

Q.  Living  in  the  conditions  you  have  detailed! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  implies  total  depopulation  of  the  other  parts  of  both  prov- 
inces f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  visibly  see  that  result  as  to  the  country  oatside  those 
Spanish  stations  f-:- A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  means  depopulation? — A.  Yes,  sir;  absolutely.  It  is  pro- 
claimed officially  that  nobody  is  allowed  to  live  the)re,  and  anybody 
living  there  is  an  insurgent,  and  to  be  shot  on  sight. 

Q.  Please  state  what  your  lutbrmation  and  knowledge  is  in  regard  to 
the  Ruiz  matter. — A.  The  day  that  this  man  was  found  dead  in  his  cell, 
in  February  last,  I  met  General  Lee  in  Havana,  and  he  told  me  that  he 
bad  heard  of  an  American  citizen  who  had  been  found  dead,  or,  as  he 
understood  it,  murdered,  in  his  cell  in  the  Guanabacoa  prison,  aud  as 
Mr.  Springer,  the  vice-consul,  who  was  the  only  man  attached  to  the 
legation  who  spoke  Spanish,  was  in  Washington,  he  asked  me  to  go 
with  him  as  his  interpreter. 

Q,  You  speak  Spanish  fluently! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  as  a  representtitive  of  the  Govemmontt — A.  No;  he 
wanted  me  to  go  as  a  citizen,  but  I  had  recently  been  in  the  United 
States  diplomatic  service,  and  possibly  that  was  the  reason  he  asked 
me.  He  got  Dr.  Burgess,  the  American  doctor  in  Havana,  and  we 
reached  Guanabacoa  a  little  before  noon.  We  went  first  to  the  palace 
and  saw  General  Ahumada,  who  was  second  in  command,  General 
Weyler  being  out  in  the  country.  General  Lee  demanded  the  body  for 
the  purpose  of  an  autopsy,  and  Ahumada  telegraphed  to  Guanabacoa, 
granting  this  permission.  When  we  reached  the  jail,  Fondaviela,  the 
military  governor,  Maruru,  the  civil  alcalde,  and  various  other  people, 
the  doctor  who  was  supposed  to  have  attended  this  man,  the  jailer,  and 
various  officials  of  the  jail  were  present. 

The  man  was  lying  in  a  large  cell,  almost  as  large  as  this  room,  but 
the  doctor  told  me  that  when  he  was  called  the  night  before  to  see  this 
man  that  he  was  in  another  cell,  a  cell  which  I  did  not  fully  see,  but 
which  I  will  describe  as  well  as  I  can  later.  This  man,  after  he  had  been 
killed — or  driven  mad  by  his  treatment,  which  I  consider  equally  murder, 
had  killed  himself— had  been  removedirom  that  cell  to  the  larger  one.  All 
the  cells,  with  the  exception  of  three,  one  of  which  I  afterwards  found 
out  was  the  cell  in  which  Buiz  had  been  imprisoned  during  his  lifetime, 
opened  onto  the  court.  These  three  little  cells  were  down  a  passageway 
ok  the  courtyard.  We  went  in  and  examined  the  body  of  the  man, 
and  while  waiting  for  the  Spanish  physicians  to  be  present  while  Dr. 
Burgess  performed  the  autopsy,  I  talked  with  many  of  the  prisoners  in 
these  cells.  The  bars  were  opened.  They  were  men,  many  of  these 
fellows,  prisoners  for  ordinary  offenses.  Some  twenty  were  men  impris- 
oned under  the  same  suspicion  as  was  the  pretext  for  locking  up  liuiz, 
that  he  and  they  had  something  to  do  with  the  capture  of  the  train  at 
Guanabacoa,  when  Aranguren  captured  a  train  with  ten  officers,  took 
them  off  and  hung  two  of  them,  Cubans  by  birth — traitors,  as  he  con- 
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r^r*    '-^  >i^  ^t  ^^j^*,     2  j.wW-  .«ea  &   n.,a  -t??^  )iui!^  .mrr  jc  iiodiall  or 

v/^f^>.**r         i*r.-*r,-  -.••.    )iir  _r  -rr*»  Jikni   T>  ^er  *r  n>  .tmiifriiin   exactly, 

-K'-^^n  ^  '•<»  v^,»«»r  liw-it  -rw  TrTtt-tfT.  rhft  3)Raii3i  -if  die  xi^t  ftrni. 
*^'<»  .•r -^  »"  "H  TT  II  •!  i  luia  ▼•«»!  it  liunrul^  li^eiiii  oizoaeif  from  blovs. 
«';•«  ;*•  r'^^y^'xM  t  ^.\  r-^i7j^  T^t^^  '^•^^^^  :>nii»€»  like  tluj«e  received  in 
*',,  />  M^u-x  -wmr^z  ;»  yoAtugi,  ^e  ^amtt  icufi  oc  wete  dot  woaM  be 
fAA/.'>  /A/|  rf^,7Y>  v,^^-r4  .Ti:»*l«  f:%m  ^  j:e'i.,r7  *nek.  Dr.  Burgess  examined 
^•*  rFA5»/»  7^f7  ^*r<>f .../,    i:a*2  WAd  a  aiAii  ot'  I-jC^  Maek  kair.    Bigiit  at 

^;  //hHf  ^^  /'/^;i  i\,0i  f^rmnt^A.  Yea,  «r.  Dr.  Burgess  shaved  tbe 
ln«)t  n-^/nv,  wfi/l  th^rn  WM  (UmUp9teA  a  wfmnd  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
It^f^H  mtn  fi\tffitt  ihU'MnuHTtjf^m  fpf  an  inch  across.  This  wound  was  a 
N-hth  tiuh.  IrrM  hrtil  itoi  ftfU'AureA  the  ukulL 

'A  »M<I  U  MiJ,  Mill  mulpt-A,  Yijs,  Hir;  the  bone  was  laid  bare,  but 
Uih  hHMn  nttM  Mof.  li>MMimL  The  hiventigation  showed  that  he  had 
Ml»Ml  IjMtM  {•tMM'fiNMliMi  of  fJin  hittlii,  caused  by  the  impact  of  this  blow. 

I  Vi      <      '*  *.  **'•'  "'^"^  *"**'*^  '*  ^ledamtlon  to  this  effect  in  the  presence 
**'•   *MimHnlpi1 -A.  I  do  not  think  that  he  made  any  statement 
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whatever.  They  brought  out  a  loug  writteu  statement  they  wanted 
1  >r.  Burgess  to  sign  (Dr.  Burgess  and  Mr.  Lee),  and  they  would  not 
sign  it. 

Q.  To  what  did  that  statement  attribute  his  death f — ^A.  To  accident; 
that  he  had  died;  met  death,  at  his  own  hands,  or  something  of  that 
kind.  Neither  Dr.  Burgess  nor  General  Lee  would  sign  any  statement 
at  all,  and  the  Spanish  officials  were  very  much  displeased  with  that. 
We  went  to  see  the  widow,  General  Lee  and  myself  and  various  other 
I  teople,  including  thJB  brother-in-law^  to  get  all  the  information  we  could 
as  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  There  were  a  great  many  stories, 
some  of  which  reached  General  Lee  entirely  through  Spanish  sources. 
This  man  had  married  into  a  Spanish  family.  His  wife  was  a  Catalan, 
and  all  her  relatives  were  Spanish,  and  there  were  various  stories  from 
them  describing  how  this  man  had  been  murdered  in  his  cell,  I  do  not 
know  whether  true  or  not;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  stand  taken  by 
General  Lee  on  the  matter  was  a  proper  one,  and  that  stand  was  that 
whether  the  man  met  his  death  at  the  hands  of  one  of  his  jailors  or, 
after  being  subjected  to  this  treatment  for  fifteen  days,  he  went  mad 
and  killed  himself,  it  was  all  murder. 

Q.  What  was  this  governor's  name T — A.  Fondaviela. 

Q.  These  prisoners  fixed  the  hour,  the  time  of  Buiz's  death,  by  the 
cessation  of  his  cries  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  say  anything  to  yon  as  to  whether,  on  the  night  before 
his  cries  ceased,  these  Spanish  officers  went  to  his  cellf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  with  himf — ^A.  Fondaviela,  and  the  alcalde,  Marury, 
and  several  jailers. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  to  you,  if  anything,  as  to  hearing  the  sound  of 
blows  or  cries  from  Bniz  after  these  men  went  to  his  cell? — A.  They 
stated  that  they  did  hear  cries  which  lasted  up* to  11  o'clock,  and  they 
said  that  he  was  evidently  being  tortured  in  a  terrible  way. 

Q.  Did  they  say  whether  the  cries  ceased  gradually  or  suddenly  t — 
A.  They  did  not  say. 

Q.  Did  they  see  these  Spanish  officisfls  come  out  that  night t — A. 
They  were  not  able  to  see  them  either  go  in  or  come  out  of  the  cell; 
they  saw  them  go  down  the  passageway  and  come  out  of  that  passage- 
way about  11  o'clock  at  night;  they  could  not  see  them  enter  the  cell 
itsel£ 

Q.  Did  they  overhear  any  conversation f — ^A.  They  did  not. 

By  Mr.MOBGAN: 

Q.  You  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  cell  in  which  Buiz 
diedt — ^A.  I  saw  it  through  an  opening. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  it  distinctly? — A.  I  could  not  see  as  to  the  exact 
measurements;  I  could  see  that  the  floor  of  the  cell  was  covered  with 
human  excrement,  and  it  was  in  the  same  condition  when  he  spent 
fifteen  days  in  it. 

Q.  When  you  saw  the  body,  it  was  in  one  of  the  larger  cells,  and 
was  carried  from  there  to  the  city  hall? — A.  Yes,  sir;  to  the  dty  hall 
boildiug. 

Q«  Was  the  body  dressed  for  burial  when  you  saw  it  in  the  larger 
cell? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did  that? — ^A.  His  wife  sent  around  a  suit  of 
clothes  for  her  husband,  but,  as  she  met  a  man  walking  on  the  streets 
the  next  day  wearing  this  suit  of  clothes,  she  concluded  that  her  hus- 
band was  not  bnried  in  them. 

Q.  Was  Madam  Buiz  at  the  autopsy  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
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n   1*  tiiei^  ax-nLr  f  txiriijer  roc  iri$i  K>  add! — A»  Xo,  air. 

fpje  fortf^oing  k  a  tvrre».t  tranieiipi  of  my  tefrtimony,  giTen  before 
^f.  «aiboouiUiitt4^  of  tLe  ^Senate  Foreign  Bdations  OMDmittee  on  June 

u*  Stephen  Bonsal. 

faii€  22. 
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STATEMENT  OF  BB.  F.  B.  WIHIT  OH  THE  21ST  DAT  OF  JUITB,  1897. 

Dr.  Winn  was  sworn  by  Senator  Morgan, 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  and  place  of  residence? — A.  F.  E.  Winn 5 
residence,  Sherman,  Tex. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession  t — A.  Doctor — physician. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  Cuba  recently f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  return  from  there! — ^A.  I  returned  on  last 
Wednesday. 

Q.  Are  you  a  surgeon  in  the  Cuban  armyf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  rank? — A.  Captain. 

Q.  When  were  you  made  a  captain  in  the  Cuban  armyf — A.  The 
18th  of  April. 

Q.  Of  the  present  year! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  been  with  tliat  army  before  that  time! — A*  ^o,  sir. 

Q.  From  what  point  did  you  go  to  join  the  army? — ^A.  Havana. 

Q.  Havana  T— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  Where  is  your  place  of  residence? — ^A.  Sherman,  Tex. 

Q.  When  you  first  went  to  the  army,  with  whom  did  you  connect 
yourself  as  surgeon? — ^A.  General  Castillo. 

Q.  Where  was  he? — ^A.  At  the  time  he  was  near  Managua. 

Q.  In  what  province? — A.  Havana. 

Q.  Since  that  time  with  whom  have  you  served  in  that  capacity? — 
A.  With 

Q.  Sir? — A.  I  was  head  of  the  capit>an  de  sanidad,  chief  of  the  sani- 
tary corps.    I  was  made  chief  of  the  sanitary  corps. 

Q.  A  place  in  independent  command  of  the  sanitary  corps? — A.  Yes^ 
sir. 

Q.  Of  the  entire  army? — ^A.  Oh,  no;  of  that  province. 

Q.  To  whom  do  you  report  as  chief  of  the  sanitary  corps  ? — A.  No  one. 

Q.  From  whom  do  you  take  orders? — A.  From  the  chief  of  province. 

Q.  The  chief  medical  director? — A.  No,  sir;  the  chief  of  the  army. 

Q.  Of  the  province? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Since  you  have  been  in  the  army  as  surgeon,  have  you  been  with 
General  Gomez? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  only  with  General  Castillo? — A.  I  was  with  the  sanitary 
corps;  I  did  not  go  with  the  general  at  all  unless  it  was  on  some 
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commission  or  at  his  request.  I  woald  go  with  him  to  some  part  of  the 
province  in  anticipation  of  a  fight,  to  be  close  to  where  he  expected 
wounded  men.  He  would  ask  me  to  go  to  the  field,  but  otherwise  I 
would  spend  my  time  visiting  the  hospitals. 

Q.  In  what  province  have  you  been  since  you  have  been  in  OabaT — 
A.  Havaua  province  all  the  time,  except  three  days  when  I  crossed  the 
trocha  into  Pinar  del  Bio. 

Q.  What  arrangements  have  the  Cuban  insurgents  in  resi)ect  to  hos- 
pital service f — A.  The  Cuban  hospital  is  a  patch  of  brush— -which  in 
that  country  is  very  scarce;  there  is  no  uncultivated  country — and 
their  wounded  men  are  carried  after  the  battle,  or  a  man  who  is  unable 
to  mount  his  horse  from  sickness,  is  carried  into  this  brush,  and  for  each 
man  unable  to  use  himself  we  must  have  two  nurses,  two  men  to  carry 
him,  in  case  of  an  invasion  by  the  Spanish  army.  I  had  six  of  these 
hospitals  under  my  personal  supervision,  and  I  moved  them  about  fif- 
teen times  in  about  twenty  days,  making  an  average  of  about  a  day  and 
a  half  for  each  position  for  hospital.  I^e  Spaniards  would  come  to  a 
hospital  and  they  would  machete  everybody  they  caught,  nurses, 
wounded,  sick,  doctors,  or  anybody  else,  and  on  that  account  they 
would  have  to  break  up  and  get  out  of  there,  and  they  would  get  into 
the  brush  and  hide  until  night,  and  then  sneak  away  to  another  brash 
hospital,  and  remain  there  until  the  Spanish  invaded  that  brush,  and 
then  go  back  to  the  other  brush,  and  so  on. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  any  hospital  supplies  to  provide  for  these  estab- 
lishments there  f — A.  In  every  way  possible.  They  send  some  supplies 
on  expedition,  but  it  was  very  little.  I  do  not  remember  having  seen 
any  quinine  among  the  medicines  sent  on  expeditions,  but  I  did  receive 
some  disinfectants,  bichloride  of  mercury,  and  some  bandages.  I 
bought  most  of  my  supplies  from  the  town,  my  chloroform,  instrument^ 
and  everything  of  that  sort. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  access  to  the  town  to  make  these  pnrchasesf — 
A.  I  would  have  a  man  in  commission  near  the  town,  and  the  concen- 
trades  would  come  out  after  sweet  potatoes,  and  the  insurgents  regard 
the  sweet  potatoes  as  belonging  to  them  and  do  not  allow  them  to  be 
carried  into  the  town  without  the  tax  being  paid.  Those  we  could  trust 
we  allowed  to  carry  sweet  i>otatoes  in  and  had  them  in  our  service^  and 
furnished  them  money  to  buy  medicine. 

Q.  They  would  smuggle  it  out  to  yout — ^A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  prohibition  against  furnishing  you  medicine  on  the 
part  of  the  Spanish! — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  get  med- 
icine than  it  is  to  get  ammunition  or  arms.  You  can  buy  a  rifle  or 
ammunition  at  any  time,  the  soldiers  sell  them,  but  the  medicine  is  sold 
in  the  drug  store,  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  buy  medicine  without  a  doc- 
tor's prescription,  and  the  doctors  are  usually  in  the  Spanish  Govern* 
ment  in  the  towns. 

Q.  What  about  the  strength  of  the  insurgent  forces  in  the  part  of 
the  territory  you  have  been  inf — A.  Some  time  early  in  May  the  Herald 
correspondent  at  Havana  sent  a  question  to  that  effect  to  General  Cas- 
tillo, which  he  asked  me  to  answer  to  the  Herald  correspondent.  The 
general  sent  his  chief  of  staff  with  the  records  to  my  hospital  at  Menocal, 
and  at  the  same  time  furnished  me  with  an  escort  and  placed  an  officer 
at  my  disposal  to  visit  all  the  offices  in  the  province  and  get  their  records, 
and  I  copied  from  them,  and  with  all  the  reports  firom  the  offices  I  sent 
to  I  summed  up  4,700  men  armed  and  in  operation,  and  we  estimated 
the  recruits  from  all  sources  were  equal  to  the  losses  from  all  sonnseSy 
and  in  that  report  I  had  then  there  were  4,700  men  armed  and  i>reaent; 
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Q.  In  that  department? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  That  excluded  those  in  hos- 
pitals and  those  in  commissions,  collecting  taxes,  etc. 

Q.  Are  those  troops  well  provided  with  subsistence  and  clothes  f — 
A.  Well  provided  with  subsistence — that  is,  healthy, plain  nourishment, 
sweet  potatoes,  beef  chicken,  salt — but  very  poorly  clothed^  because 
they  are  a  people  that  had  never  been  in  the  habit  of  wearing  much 
clothing,  usually  only  an  undershirt  and  a  pair  of  trousers;  in  fact,  I 
was  well  treated  with  a  shirt  and  pair  of  trousers  myself,  but  it  is  pos- 
sible for  a  man  to  dress  as  well  as  he  likes  to  if  be  has  money. 

Q.  What  arrangements,  in  the  province  you  have  been  in — Havana, 
I  believe  you  say — ^if  any,  for  the  manufacturs  of  shoes  or  clothing  by 
the  Cubans  f — A.  Kone  at  all.  The  province  is  so  small  and  the  country 
so  open  there  is  no  place  to  hide,  and  to  establish  any  factory  of  that 
kind  it  would  be  necessary  to  put  the  whole  force  around  it  to  guard 
it,  and  Spain  is  able  to  send  10,000  men  to  any  point  at  any  time.  The 
towns  are  only  a  mile  apart,  or  2  miles  at  the  most,  and  it  is  much 
easier  to  buy  from  the  towns,  and  we  do  that  altogether. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  factories  or  establishments  of  .my  kind  in 
Cuba  for  the  manufacture  of  shoes  or  clothing  in  any  part  of  the  island 
you  have  been  tot — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  by  common  reputation,  whether  such  establishments 
exist? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  island,  and  down  as  near 
as  Santa  Clara,  the  Cubans  manufacture  saddles  and  these  pouches  in 
which  they  carry  ammunition,  etc.,  and  secretaries'  pouches,  shoes,  j.nd 
most  anything  they  want. 

Q.  Havana  Province,  then,  is  one  that  is  open  and  has  a  number  of 
towns  in  itf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  the  smallest  Province  in  che  island. 
You  can  ride  across  it  either  way  in  a  day,  easily. 

Q.  Has  it  a  heavy  rural  population  outside  of  the  towns? — A.  It  has 
had  before  the  war,  but  not  now. 

Q,  Why? — ^A.  They  have  concentrated  in  the  towns  until  the  radius 
of  concentration  in  the  little  towns  out  there  is  not  more  than — well,  in 
the  largest  towns  outside  of  Havana  the  radius  of  concentration  is  not 
more  than  a  mile. 

Q.  How  much? — A.  A  mile.  They  have  concentrated,  outside  of  the 
city  of  Havana,  about  80,000  paisanos — i'armers. 

By  Mr.  Clabk  : 
Q.  About  how  many? — A.  Eighty  thousand. 

By  Mr.  MoBGAN : 

Q.  Does  that  cover  the  whole  province,  or  one  locality? — A.  The 
whole  province. 

Q.  In  the  province  of  Havana  the  concentrados  number  about 
80,000? — A.  Yes,  sir;  outside  of  the  city. 

Q.  What  class  of  people  constitute  these  concentrados? — A.  Small 
farmers,  renters,  what  we  would  call  in  this  country,  I  suppose,  tenant 
farmers;  a  good  many  storekeepers.  Out  there  they  have  these  small 
stores  scattered  all  over  the  country.  It  is  a  very  old  country,  and 
near  the  sugar  plantations  or  in  the  thickly  settled  community  they 
would  have  five  or  six  of  these  small  grocery  stores  to  sell  groceries, 
small  articles,  and  drinks,  etc. — to  sell  everything;  and  those  people 
have  been  scattered  and  their  stores  burned.  They  are  loyal;  but  the 
greater  part  of  the  concentrados  are  little  farmers  who  were  unable  to 
get  out  of  the  island,  and  did  not  care  to  join  the  insurgents,  and 
wanted  to  get  to  town;  lived  in  bad  houses,  which  the  Spaniards 
bonied.    The  Spaniards  burned  all  these  houses,  all  the  wooden  houses. 
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Q.  Was  that  generally  through  the  Province  of  Havana,  the  burning 
of  houses  of  the  common  peox)let — A.  Complete;  all  burnt;  none  le^ 
standing. 

Q.  Kone  at  all? — ^A,  l^one  at  all;  not  a  house  left  standing  outside 
of  the  fortification. 

Q.  Have  you  been  abont  these  concentration  settlements  after  th<» 
people  had  been  concentrated  T — A.  Ko,  sir;  but  I  have  seen  tbiMu. 
They  come  out  for  sweet  potatoes. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  among  themf — A.  Yes,  sir;  about  twelve 
hours,  while  coming  into  Havana. 

Q.  Describe  them  as  to  health,  means  of  subsistence,  shelter,  clothing, 
etc. — A.  They  have  no  way  of  earning  a  living.  If  they  care  to  take  the 
fruits  which  grow  inside  the  concentrated  lines  to  town  to  sell  they 
must  pay  the  Spanish  officers  half  they  receive;  if  they  take  the  sweet 
potatoes  in  the  field  they  must  pay  a  tax  on  them  and  then  sell  them 
and  pay  the  Spanish  officers  half;  and,  consequently,  they  are  not  able 
to  earn  a  livelihood.  They  are  lucky  if  they  get  enough  to  eat,  and  very 
few  of  them  do  get  enough  to  eat.  Those  who  are  in  better  circum- 
stances, who  have  enough  money  and  are  not  in  sympathy  with  the 
insurrection,  who  carried  in  the  cattle  with  them,  live  along,  kill  one 
of  the  cattle  once  in  a  while,  and  sometimes  a  hog,  and  live  better  than 
the  Cubans,  and  manage  to  get  along.  The  Cubans  who  are  couoou- 
trated  are  not  able  to  earn  anything.  They  left  their  cattle  in  the  fields 
and  were  not  able  to  bring  in  anything.  They  were  ordered  to  town 
immediately,  their  house  was  burnt,  and  they  lost  everything.  You 
can  build  a  house  in  any  part  of  the  island — ^you  can  build  it  in  fiftei^n 
or  twenty  minutes. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  house  is  that? — A.  It  amounts  to  about  as  much  as 
a  tent  in  America.  It  is  a  palm-leaf  hut;  it  is  dry — ^keeps  out  the  water. 
Concentrated  line  will  be  strung  out  about  these  towns  under  the  com- 
mand of  one  general.  Another  general  will  come  to  town  and  say, 
"This  line  is  too  big;  you  have  too  much  communication  with  the  insur- 
gents; come  in  here;  make  the  lines  smaller"  Then  they  burn  the 
houses  again  and  move  them  in  closer.  In  a  month  or  so  anothei 
general  will  come  to  town,  and  he  will  say,  "The  people  are  too  many 
here;  the  lines  are  too  close;  there  is  too  much  disease,''  and  he  will 
move  them  out.  In  another  month  or  so  another  general  will  come  to 
town,  and  he  will  move  them  in  again,  and  consequently  they  are  kept 
constantly  moving.  Disease  is  very  rife;  they  die  fast,  are  killed  by 
the  soldiers,  expo8e<^  to  all  sorts  of  indignities,  have  very  little  to  eat, 
and  no  clothes,  and  consequently  are  in  very  bad  condition. 

Q.  You  speak  of  sweet  potatoes.  Do  they  cultivate  them  themselves 
or  are  they  native  growth! — A.  No;  the  potatoes  in  the  province  have 
been  planted  by  people  who  lived  there  before  the  concentration,  but 
the  crops  continue.  The  rainy  season  has  come  now,  and  it  will  rot  the 
crop ;  but  as  soon  as  the  rain  is  over  they  will  spring  up  again,  almost 
as  good  as  the  other  crop. 

Q.  Does  that  continue  without  intermission^ — A.  Yes,  sir.  The 
yucca  does  not  rot;  that  continues  to  grow,  anyhow. 

Q.  Is  that  about  what  these  people  have  to  subsist  on,  what  they  get 
out  of  the  earth? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  fruits. 

Q.  What  is  the  effect  (you  are  a  physician  and  you  saw  the  people — 
you  say  you  came  through  their  lines)  on  their  health  and  general  con- 
dition t — A.  It  is  terrible. 

Q.  In  what  regard? — A.  They  are  without  food,  without  any  means 
of  earning  a  livelihood,  and  they  have  absolutely  nothing  to  do  but  to 
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stay  inside  the  lines  and  sleep  about  like  so  many  cattle  concentrated 
in  the  pens;  consequently  when  disease  strikes  a  household  they  gO;  one 
after  another,  until  all  are  dead. 

Q.  The  mortality  is  great f — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  identify,  from  personal  knowledge  any  of  that  mortality 
as  from  starvation! — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  say  that  any  had 
actually  starved  to  death,  but  I  have  seen,  in  a  house  the  size  of -this 
room,  twenty  sick  people. 

Q.  What  disease! — A.  Fever,  malaria,  and  what  they  call  peludica 
and  chagres — I  do  not  think  it  exists  in  this  country — and  the  other 
diseases  to  which  the  Cubans  are  subject,  smallpox — no  yellow  fever; 
Cubans  do  not  have  yellow  fever.  You  might  say  smallpox,  dysentery, 
and  malaria. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  a  native  Cuban  does  not  have  yellow  fever! — A. 
Weil,  take  a  Cuban  out  of  the  mountains  and  bring  him  down  into  the 
bottoms,  to  a  settlement  where  malaria  and  yellow  fever  are  rank,  and 
it  is  possible  he  may  have  it,  but  as  a  general  thing  native  Cubans  are 
inured  to  yellow  fever :  they  do  not  have  it. 

Q.  Are  these  other  diseases  largely  fatal! — A.  Yes,  sir;  malaria  is  one 
of  the  most  fatal  diseases  where  it  is  allowed  to  run  its  course,  as  they 
do  where  they  have  no  money  to  buy  quinine.  It  is  not  if  it  is  checked 
by  the  use  of  quinine. 

Q.  Are  these  little  palm-leaf  huts  furnished  with  any  furniture  or 
conveniences  for  living! — A.  No,  sir.  Some  have  a  chair — ^you  can  get 
a  chair  pretty  near  any  place  in  the  island.  I  could  camp  any  place  in 
the  Province  and  have  a  chair  to  sit  down  on  in  five  minutes.  The 
whole  island  is  strewn  with  chairs,  sewing  machines,  tables,  and  house- 
hold articles,  etc. 

Q.  Broken  out  of  the  houses! — A.  Yes,  sir.  These  concentrados  can 
not  come  out  for  them,  and  they  make  their  chairs  and  provide  the 
houses  pretty  well. 

Q.  By- whom  has  this  wreck  of  the  houses  been  conducted  and  car- 
ried on  ! — A.  The  large  stone  houses,  of  which  there  were  a  good  many 
in  that  Province — the  wealthy  people's  houses — were  destroyed  by  the 
insurgents,  as  they  regarded  them  as  possible  fortifications  for  the  Span- 
ish army.  The  little  wooden  houses,  the  small  houses,  were  destroyed 
by  the  Spaniards. 

Q.  You  speak  about  the  hospitals  in  Cuba  having  been  invaded  by 
the  Spaniards — the  Cuban  hospitals.  Have  you  any  personal  knowl- 
edge of  such  raids! — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  deal  of  it. 

Q.  Proceed  to  tell  the  instances,  as  near  as  you  can  the  dates,  of 
these  different  cases! — A.  The  first  invasion  I  remember,  that  I  had 
anything  to  do  with,  was  about  the  Ist  of  May.  I  had  established  an 
emergency  hospital  in  a  place  called  El  OJo  de  Agua,.near  Managua. 

Q.  One  of  these  brush  hospitals! — A.  Yes,  sir;  alongside  the 
mountain 

Q.  You  mean  you  had  constructed  your  hospital  house  out  of  the 
palm  you  have  just  been  mentioning.  Is  that  the  way  you  constructed 
these  brush  hospitals! — A.  Usually  we  just  get  into  the  brush  and  lie 
on  the  ground.  When  the  Spanish  invade  hospitals  you  have  not  the 
time  to  carry  away  hammocks  and  fixtures,  and  it  takes  two  or  three 
days  to  get  out  and  get  the  leaves  and  bring  them  into  the  brush.  You 
mast  let  the  leaves  fall,  for  you  can  not  climb  the  tree,  and  before  you 
have  time  to  construct  your  house  you  must  move. 
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By  Mr.  Olabk: 

Q.  Your  hospital  is  simply  a  location  in  a  bmsb  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  If 
we  are  allowed  to  stay  forty-eight  hoars,  we  will  have  some  houses;  if 
we  have  to  move  earlier  than  that,  we  will  not. 

This  first  place  I  thought  was  a  very  safe  place.  I  do  not  think  I 
would  have  gone  in  there  at  the  head  of  an  army  myself.  I  only  had 
an  emergency  hospital  there.  It  was  close  to  where  the  forces  were 
operating,  and  the  other  hospitals  were  rife  with  infections  disease,  and 
I  wanted  an  acute  surgical  hospital,  and  to  avoid  infection  and  get 
better  results  I  established  this  hospital,  and  had  received  about  fifl^n 
patieuts  and  about  twenty-five  visiting  patients — ^men  wounded  in  the 
arm,  leg,  or  anywhere,  and  unable  to  fight.  Men  will  not  go  to  the 
hospital  as  long  as  they  are  able  to  walk.  Coming  quite  often,  they 
made  big  trails,  and  one  morning  I  got  up— I  slept  in  the  brush  out  in  the 
wood ;  I  never  slept  in  the  open — I  came  down  and  I  saw  about  ten  or  fif- 
teen wounded  men  on  the  floor,  and  I  asked  where  there  had  been  a  battle. 
They  said  the  hospital  at  Menocal  had  been  invaded  and  these  men  had 
come  from  there.  I  dressed  the  people — they  had  old  and  snppuratitig 
wounds  that  had  never  been  dressed,  any  of  them,  but  I  dressed  all  their 
wounds  and  attended  to  them  and  my  people,  and  about  12  o'clock  had 
them  very  comfortably  located.  About  12  o'clock  there  began  to  come  in 
more  patients,  and  they  told  me  they  came  £rom  Lastre;  the  hospital  had 
been  invaded  the  day  before.  That  was  established  about  7  or  8  miles 
from  there.  By  night  they  began  to  come  in  from  a  place  called  La  Lona 
de  Santa  Barbara.  I  had  about  that  time  sixty-five  patients,  wounded 
men  unable  to  walk.  I  did  not  like  it  much,  and  I  sent  out  word  to 
the  other  hospitals  to  stay  away  from  me,  as  I  did  not  want  to  get  that 
hospital  full  of  infection,  and  I  would  visit  at  their  places.  The  next 
morning  at  daybreak  the  soldiers  were  in  the  hospital.  I  did  not 
have  any  armed  men;  I  had  arms  myself  which  I  proposed  to  use  to 
protect  my  own  life  on  any  man  I  had  to  deal  with.  About  4  o'clock 
the  soldiers  from  Managua,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  perhaps  half 
a  mile,  came  right  on  this  place.  We  could  see  them  from  the  woods, 
and  the'  men  began  to  pick  up  their  patients  and  carry  them  out.  They 
got  them  all  hid  in  safe  places  in  the  brush,  but  the  soldiers  went  through 
and  destroyed  everything  they  found,  hammocks,  etc.,  but  did  not 
catch  anybody  to  kill.  By  night  I  had  them  back  again,  and  worked 
on  them  to  get  them  in  shape  once  more,  but  the  next  morning  the  sol- 
diers were  on  us  again,  and  they  surprised  us  this  time,  as  we  did  not 
expe^ct  the  second  invasion  on  the  same  day,  and  they  caught  four  men 
and  killed  them.  I  had  the  men  scattered  around  then,  had  them 
there  hid,  and  told  them  I  wonld  have  men  carry  out  sweet  potatoes 
to  them  at  night  and  I  would  dress  their  wounds  in  the  daytime 
and  try  to  make  the  rounds.  I  started  out  the  next  day  and  got 
around  to  see  nearly  all  my  patients.  The  next  day  I  started  back, 
and  I  would  find  an  empty  hammock  and  a  dead  man  macheted,  and 
where  I  left  the  patient  alive  and  wounds  dressed,  I  woald  find  a  dead 
man,  some  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds  or  some  from  typhoid  fever — 
I  had  four  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  I  was  about  eight  days  making 
my  rounds,  with  very  little  to  eat  myself,  as  I  could  not  make  a  fire 
in  the  daytime.  I  had  one  patient,  a  man  over  at  La  lioma  de  BantA 
Barbar,  of  which  I  was  very  fond,  and  I  went  over  to  see  him.  I  got 
over  about  dark  and  found  him  macheted.  I  hung  up  my  hammock 
near  where  he  was  killed  and  told  the  men  to  bury  him;  and  they 
started  to  bury  him,  and  up  came  a  little  boy,  and  he  said  that  if  wo 
were  burying  people  his  father  and  mother  had  been  killed,  too.  and  to 
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bnry  them;  and  he  took  qb  over  and  showed  the  father  and  mother  and 
another  young  man,  and  I  told  the  men  to  bury  them,  and  the  boy  said 
there  were  others,  and  if  we  were  bnrfing  them  we  might  as  well  bury 
tbcm,  too,  and  I  told  the  men  to  stop  their  barying  then.  I  got  up  in 
the  morning  and  found  they  had  killed  my  patient  and  twelve  pacificos, 
among  them  three  women  and  two  children — I  would  say  babes — about 
this  long  [indicating],  if  the  pieces  were  properly  put  together.  They 
had  been  held  up  by  the  legs  this  way,  and  split  down  with  the  machete. 
They  looked  to  be  about  25  or  30  inches  long,  about  a  year  old.  I  bad 
them  all  buried  and  took  the  little  boy  with  us — took  him  away  from 
there.  The  boy  told  us  about  it,  but  he  could  not  make  a  clean 
explanation  to  me,  as  I  could  not  speak  Spanish  well  enough  to  under- 
stand,  and  my  men  could  not  speak  English.  A  day  or  two  later  my 
interpreter,  who  had  been  on  a  commission  with  General  Castillo,  came 
and  I  had  the  boy  tell  his  story.  He  said  Pizarao's  men  had  seen  the 
smoke  from  their  fire  and  gone  in  to  investigate,  and  had  come  upon 
the  wounded  man  who  was  alone,  and  they  told  the  wounded  man  they 
were  going  to  take  him  to  town.  They  rolled  the  hammock  up  and 
were  going  to  make  him  ;go  to  town  by  using  a  crutch,  and  seemed 
kindly  disposed — seemed  to  want  to  take  the  man  to  town  by  killing 
him.  About  the  time  they  were  ready  to  start,  up  came  the  pacificos 
with  these  two  men — and  the  two  men  had  a  cup  of  coffee  they  had 
been  to  make  for  the  wounded  man — and  the  man  in  command  stepped 
up  to  take  the  coffee  which  they  had  brought,  but  they  handed  it  past 
him  to  the  patient,  and  as  they  did  that  he  threw  out  his  sword  and 
killed  the  patient;  and  by  this  time  the  soldiers  had  killed  the  two 
men  and  then  they  killed  the  others. 

Q.  Was  this  work  done  by  guerrillas  or  regular  Spanish  troops  f — A. 
By  a  detachment  from  Pizarao's  regiment.  Pizarao's  cavalry  is  the 
regiment  Spain  expected  to  crush  the  revolution. 

Q.  An  old  organization t— A.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  best  regiment  on  the 
island  in  every  respect. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  prisoners  taken  by  the  troops  of  the  officers  with 
whose  command  you  have  been  serving — Spanish  prisoners! — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Tell  what  treatment  they  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Cubans  T — 
A.  All  the  Spanish  prisoners  I  saw  with  the  exception  of  two  were 
wounded  men,  and  they  were  turned  over  to  me  and  received  the  same 
treatment  the  Cubans  did. 

Q.  You  speak  of  two  who  were  exceptions;  what  was  done  with 
themf — ^A.  They  enlisted  in  the  Cuban  army  and  made  brave  fighters, 
but  before  I  left  were  both  disabled  for  life,  wounded.  They  were  also 
from  Pizarao's  regiment. 

Q.  Has  there  been  much  desertion  from  the  Spanish  army  to  the 
Cuban  forces t — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  always  propositions  to  desert,  which 
the  Cubans  reject,  as  these  men  do  not  make  good  fighters  ordinarily. 
They  must  know  something  of  the  man,  about  his  record  and  the  regi- 
ment to  which  he  belongs,  before  they  will  take  him. 

Q.  When  deserters  come  in  not  diposed  to  take  arms  on  the  Cuban 
side,  what  becomes  of  tliemt — A.  If  they  bring  arms  with  them,  they 
are  allowed  to  remain;  their  arms  given  to  the  soldiers.  If  without 
arms,  they  are  sent  back  to  town. 

Q*  Is  there  any  considerable  number  of  Cubans  in  the  Province  of 
Havana,  where  you  have  been  chiefly,  that  are  ready  to  take  up  arms 
in  behalf  of  Cuba — in  behalf  of  the  Republic — when  they  can  get  the 
proper  equipment,  guns,  etc.t — A.  I  would  say  I  know  personally  that 
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it  is  SO.  In  my  visits  aronnd  there,  I  found  that  there  were  concen- 
trated iconnd  about  the  hospitals  aboat  1,200  or  1,400  men  who  had 
promiscNi  to  take  arms  when  they  are  furnished  with  them,  and 
expressed  a  willingness  to  do  so;  but  whether  or  not  they  would,  must 
be  decided  when  the  arms  come. 

Q.  Are  the  Cubans  attempting  to  raise  any  crops  in  the  province  of 
Havanat — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  they  get  their  supplies  fromt — A.  From  the  crops 
already  planted.  They  have  never  been  out  of  provisions,  yuccas,  yams, 
etc. 

Q.  They  are  not  cultivating  now? — A.  There  is  too  much  cultivated 
now, 

Q.  You  are  getting  supplies  from  the  places  where  the  houses  were 
burnt  and  the  crops  left  standing? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  An. abundant  supply? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

O.  How  about  the  cattle;  plenty  of  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  plenty  of  cattle; 
but  at  the  present  rate  I  think  they  will  use  up  the  cattle  outside  the 
lines  in  the  next  seven  or  eight  months,  when  they  will  have  to  go 
inside  the  lines  and  drive  out  those  there. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  the  "lines?"  You  mean  in  the  towns  where  the 
troops  are  stationed,  or  is  there  a  dividing  line? — A.  We  call  the  line 
of  concentration  around  the  towns  the  lines. 

Q.  How  are  these  men  armed,  the  forces  you  have  been  operating 
with? — A.  With  Bemington  rifles,  machetes,  revolvers,  and  some 
Mausers. 

Q.  Mounted,  usually? — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  the  force  I  saw  was  mounted. 
There  was  a  force  of  infantry  in  the  province,  where  I  never  saw  them. 

Q.  Have  you  witnessed  any  operations  of  what  is  called,  or  is,  the 
civil  government  in  Cuba  under  the  Eepublic? — A.  No;  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  collection  of  (axes  under  the  management  of  prefecturas. 

Q.  By  whom  are  the  taxes  collected? — A.  The  first  of  each  month 
each  regiment  is  ordered  to  place  so  many  men  in  commission  to  collect 
taxes  in  his  territory.  That  force  is  changed  each  month;  they  relieve 
the  men  the  first  day  of  each  month. 

Q.  Do  they  collect  the  taxes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  whom? — ^A.  From  the  railroad  companies,  from  the  planta- 
tions still  running,  and  from  charging  a  tariff'  on  everything  that  goes 
into  tlie  town. 

Q.  They  charge  export  duty? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  permit  food  to  go  into  the  towns  if  they  will  pay  the 
tariff? — A.  Yes,  sir.  If  they  have  plenty  of  fruit  in  that  province. 
In  some  places  they  are  not  allowed  to  accept  a  tariff  on  fruit,  becanse 
the  fruit  is  scarce  in  that  territory.  In  others  they  can  sell  as  much  ad 
they  ,please. 

Q.  Are  they  allowed  to  carry  in  poultry,  etc.? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Just  fruits  and  vegetables? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  us  about  the  spirit  of  the  soldiery  down  there  on  the  Cuban 
side;  whether  coerced  to  fight,  or  whether  they  fight  willingly? — A.  The 
men  who  live  in  Cuba  libre  are  men  who  fight  for  tlie  country.  They 
say  they  will  fight  until  they  die,  or  live  always  in  Cuba  libre;  they 
do  not  propose  to  live  under  the  Spanish  Government.  The  Spaniards 
talk  of  autonomy,  and  the  soldiers  wonder  what  they  mean.  They  say: 
J*  What  do  we  want  with  autonomy?  We  have  autonomy  here;  we  live 
in  (3uba  libre.  If  the  Spaniards  want  autonomy,  they  might  anton- 
omize  their  own  army."  They  read  in  the  papers  sometimes  that  there 
is  talk  of  Spain  selling  Cuba  to  the  Junta,  or  that  the  Junta  wants  to 
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bnjr  the  island  from  Spain.  They  are  not  men  who  want  to  surrender 
or  pay  a  cent  for  their  independence,  and  they  protest  tbat  the  Juuta 
has  no  right  to  pay  for  independence.  They  say:  "We  have  foaght  for 
independence  and  Spain  must  necessarily,  sooner  or  later,  leave  the 
island.  They  are  afraid  to  send  their  soldiers  down  to  fight  ns;  let 
them  antonomize  their  own  forces,  bat  we  will  live  in  Cuba  libre." 

Q.  That  is  the  spirit  with  which  they  meet  these  prox)Ositions? — A. 
There  is  not  a  man  in  the  army — fighting  men — who  wants  to  surren- 
der; there  are  some  who  are  not  soldiers  and  never  will  be  soldiers  in 
any  army — presentados. 

By  Mr.  Cl^bk  : 

Q.  What  do  you  call  themf — A.  Presentados,  surrendered  people. 
Ton  can  pick  up  a  paper  and  see  a  list  of  surrendered  men  who  have 
come  into  the  Spanish  forces  and  surrendered.  They  are  people  who 
came  to  America,  ran  away  from  Cuba  to  America,  and  came  to  the 
Junta  and  were  a  charge  on  the  Junta,  and  to  get  them  off  their  hands 
they  sent  them  back  to  the  insurgent  lines.  For  the  most  part  they 
were  young  men  who  lived  in  Havana;  dudes,  as  we  would  call  them 
here;  some  bachelors,  with  a  diploma  from  a  college.  They  would  come 
back  to  Cuba  with  their  diplomas  and  call  themselves  captains,  majors, 
and  colonels,  and  they  would  come  up  and  represent  themselves  to  the 
men  who  have  been  fighting  in  the  field  for  two  years,  and  they  would 
say,  ^^We  come  from  the  Junta,  and  you  get  us  a  horse  and  a  negro  and 
we  want  commands  in  the  army,"  and  the  officers  would  say,  '^You  get 
yourself  a  horse  and  a  negro,  if  you  want  them,  and  get  to  fighting," 
and  they  would  fight  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  slip  into  the  brush  and 
wait  their  chance  to  come  into  the  Spanish  lines.  There  is  another 
class  of  presentados  called  maja,  who  are  in  the  woods.  They  took  to 
the  woods  when  the  orders  of  concentration  came.  They  are  supposed 
to  be  there  to  fight  when  arms  are.sent  to  them.  When  arms  are  fur- 
nished them,  they  are  ordered  to  the  force  to  fight.  About  40  per  cent 
of  them  sneak  into  the  first  town  and  surrender.  They  will  not  sur- 
render until  they  have  a  gun,  but  when  they  have  a  gun  it  is  a  sort  of 
guaranty  for  them.    That  is  another  kind  of  presentados. 

Q.  The  men  in  the  ranks — you  have  seen  them  in  battle? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Often  t — A.  Every  day. 

Q,  They  were  fighting  every  day  t — ^A*  Yes,  sir.   • 

Q.  You  mean  that  the  Cuban  army  in  Havana  Province  is  actively 
engaged  in  carrying  on  the  war! — A.  There  was  not  a  day,  between 
daylight  and  dark,  when  I  could  not  hear  the  guns  going,  or  if  I  was 
out  marching,  going  to  my  hospitals,  that  I  could  not  see  more  or  less 
fighting. 

Q.  Do  they  fight  with  courage  and  spirit? — A.  I  will  have  to  explain 
something  of  the  situation  there.  You  know  each  man,  each  colonel  of 
a  regiment,  is  given  a  territory  to  keep,  and  he  must  keep  that  territory 
at  all  cost,  at  any  expense  stay  in  it  and  keep  the  Spanish  soldiers  out 
of  ft.  The  Spanish  soldiers  never  operate  unless  in  a  column,  about 
1,200  men,  and  most  of  the  time  a  combination  of  other  columns.  For 
instance,  tliere  will  be  a  column  spread  out  from  a  town  here  and 
another  town  here,  and  a  town  here  and  another  town  here,  all  in  sight 
of  each  other.  Here,  now,  is  the  colonel's  territory,  an  insurgent 
colonel,  and  he  is  supposed  to  keep  that.  In  every  one  of  those  towns 
is  a  volnnteer  guard  and  guerillas,  and  every  night  they  will  camp  the 
column  of  soldiers  who  have  been  operating  in  the  hospitals  in  one  of 
these  towns.    Every  time  when  they  decide  to  prosecute  a  vigorous 
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campaign  they  will  try  to  catch  this  colonel.  If  he  has  400  men  he 
will  have  them  divided  into  sqnads,  one  here,  another  here,  and  aootlier 
there,  and  so  on,  and  they  have  it  arranged  that  if  a  column  comes  oat 
and  starts  a  fight  another  column  can  come  oat  quickly  and  captare 
the  insurgents,  and  when  these  columns  are  operating  the  insurgents 
march  around  and  try  to  avoid  wasting  any  ammunition — ^they  march 
around  and  try  to  evade  the  soldiers.  They  will  chase  them  around 
for  two  or  three  days  and  then  let  up.  Maybe  another  leader  will 
adopt  different  tactics,  and  he  will  send  out  a  column  here  and  another 
there,  and  they  will  split  up  into  columns  of  300  or  400  men  each. 
Every  morning  we  know  what  they  are  going  to  do.  We  have  commis- 
sions in  the  town,  and  every  night  they  send  out  word  from  these 
different  towns.  If  word  comes  that  small  groups  are  coming  to  catch 
us,  for  instance,  when  these  small  columns  come  in  sight  the  colonel 
will  move  off,  leaving  a  small  guard  to  attack  this  column  and  another 
guard  to  attack  this  column,  and  another  guard  for  another  column, 
and  we  will  chase  them  around  until  we  get  them  into  different  places, 
and  then  the  force  will  reconcentrate  and  give  them  the  machete,  and 
so  we  can,  ii  two  or  three  hours,  catch  the  whole  batch  and  machete 
them. 

Q.  The  first  point  is  to  break  up  the  organization  the  Spaniards 
by  attacking  in  different  directions  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  that  is  done,  the  Cubans  reconcentrate  and  attack  the  small 
parties? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  would  be  folly  to  stop  and  make  a  pitched 
battle,  it  would  be  suicide 

Q.  Doep  this  general  witl  whom  you  are  serving  have  any  artillery  f — 
A.  No,  sir 

Q.  Nearly  al  mounted f — A.  Alexander  Rodriguez,  chief  of  the  prov- 
ince,  had  artilier^  General  Castillo  was  brigi^ier-general  and  cx>m- 
manded  the  central  and  western  divisions  of  the  province. 

Q   liodriguez  had  artillery  t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q   Were  you  wit^  him  at  all! — ^A.  1  met  him  twice. 

Q  Wha^  wao  about  the  strength  of  Rodriguez's  command  alto- 
gethCi'V — A    Rodriguez's  command  was  the  whole  province. 

Q  And  yc  have  already  stated  thatf — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  operates, 
himself  with  a  personal  escort  of  a  regiment,  between  350  and  400  men. 

Q.  Tho  rcc  point  in  the  tactics  of  the  Cubans  was  to  avoid  general 
engagements  and  harass  the  enemy  when  they  conld  get  to  him? — A. 
Ye.s.  sii )  U  fight  cavalry  always,  but  infantry  it  is  hard  to  fight  with- 
out makinf  a  pitched  battK     They  fight  cavalry  always 

Q.  Wherever  they  meet  it t — ^A  Yes,  sir;  but  when  the  soldiers  come 
out  they  are  not  very  troublesome.  For  instance,  they  will  come  out  of 
a  town  and  march  in  sight  of  the  insurgents  and  open  fire.  Thoy  are 
not  in  a  distance  to  hurt  and  the  insurgents  do  not  care  much,  and  they 
stay  there.  The  Spaniards  stand  there  half  a  day  and  shoot  away  and 
then  go  back  to  town.    It  is  only  occasionally  they  get  troublesome. 

Q.  When  the  Spaniards  are  out  on  these  forays  or  strategic  move- 
ments, do  they  carry  any  provision  trains  with  them  f — A,  No,  sir; 
always  go  back  to  town  to  camp. 

Q.  How  is  the  Spanish  army  subsisting;  do  they  have  depots  of 
provisions! — A.  I  don't  know  much  about  that;  I  am  not  able  to  say, 
as  I  was  on  the  other  side.  I  never  saw  them  in  the  field  with  anything 
to  eat.  They  always  go  to  the  nearest  town  at  5  o'clock  to  camp,  and 
if  they  do  not  like  their  food  they  throw  it  away  and  send  word  to  ui> 
to  let  them  come  out  and  fight,  if  they  will  feed  them,  and  the  insur 
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gents  tell  them  to  go  back  smd  starve  to  death  and  then  Spain  will  take 
them  home. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  away  from  there  when  yon  left  to  come  heref— 
A.  Through  Havana, 

Q.  In  disguise,  I  supx>ose! — ^A.  No,  sir^  dressed  like  I  am  now;  just 
the  same. 

Q.  Anybody  arrest  you,  or  attempt  it! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  they  not?  They  had  opportunities,  I  suppose! — A.  They 
thought  I  was  dead,  in  the  first  place,  and  did  not  know  me,  anyway. 
They  knew  me  at  the  palace,  but  I  didn't  go  to  the  palace. 

Q.  Had  you  contrived  to  leave  the  impression  that  you  were  dead  Y — 
A.  No,  sir;  it  was  accidental  that  they  thought  I  was  dead.  They  had 
all  my  paplers  at  the  palace;  have  them  yet,  and  reported  so  from  the 
palace.  Those  who  were  on  the  inside  got  the  news  of  my  death  from 
the  palace  and  sent  it  to  the  States.  A  friend  of  mine  knew  I  was  not 
dead,  but  he  was  afraid  to  correct  the  impression,  for  fear  it  might 
injure  me,  and  also  him. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  any  military  operations,  except 
as  a  surgeon,  with  arms  in  your  hands  f — ^A.  I  always  carried  arms. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  engaged  in  battle? — A.  Only  when  necessary  to 
cut  my  way  through. 

Q.  Never  been  regarded  as  a  soldier! — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  a  regularly  enlisted  man! — ^A.  No,  sir;  a  volunteer. 

Q.  Volunteered  as  a  surgeon! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  your  rank  as  a  surgeon  and  the  fact  that  you  were  only 
employed  in  that  benevolent  work,  would  the  Spaniards  have  killed 
you  if  caught! — A.  They  sent  me  word  to  that  effect;  in  fact,  the  same 
colonel  that  took  my  clothes  and  papers  to  the  palace  and  reported  me 
dead  had  sent  word  that  I  was  a  rebel,  and  his  policy  was  to  kill  all 
rebels,  and  if  I  ever  fell  into  his  hands  he  would  kill  me,  and  for  me 
not  to  attempt  to  bribe  him  with  a  cup  of  chocolate.  I  had  sent  him 
a  cup  of  chocolate,  of  which  I  had  some,  into  the  town  by  a  pacifloo 
woman. 

Q.  How  did  yon  get  thaf  chocolate! — ^A.  Bought  it. 

Q.  Do  they  raise  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  island! — A.  No,  sir; 
I  bought  it  in  the  town. 

Q.  Is  it  the  product  of  the  cocoa  bean! — ^A.  I  do  not  know;  in  fact, 
I  never  paid  much  attention  to  chocolate  or  cared  for  it  until  I  went 
there. 

Q.  Does  coffee  grow  there! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Abundantly! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Cultivated  or  wild!— A.  Wild. 

Q.  Is  it  a  good  berry  for  food! — A.  Very  good.  It  is  about  all  used 
up  when  I  got  there.  I  never  saw  any  of  it  growing,  but  I  stopped 
one  night  at  a  prefectura  and  the  men  were  all  cleaning  coffee,  and 
that  night  I  had  some,  and  they  gave  me  2  or  3  pounds  of  it,  and  I 
carried  it  in  my  pocket  and  used  it. 

Q.  The  Cuban  army  is  all  supplied  from  tbe  country! — ^A.  They  do 
not  have  much  coffee,  and  what  they  usuaUy  have  is  bad. 

Q.  The  coffee  is  grown  in  the  country! — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think 
it  is.    There  would  be  no  necessity  to  buy  it  if  grown  in  the  country. 

Q.  Are  there  any  districts  where  the  coffee  grows  wild,  or  are  there 
coffee  plantations! — A.  There  are  coffee  plantations  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  island — in  the  other  provinces,  but  not  in  Havana. 

Q.  Do  you  get  your  supply  from  the  other  parts  of  the  island,  or  from 
Havana,  or  from  the  towns! — ^A.  We  buy  it  in  the  towns.  The  chieft 
only  have  coff'ee;  it  is  very  seldom  soldiers  have  any. 
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Q,  In  Havana  province? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Sometimes  the  friends  wiD 
send  some  out  ^om  tbe  town. 

Q.  It  is  a  sugar  district? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  finest  plantations^  I 
reckon,  on  the  island. 

Q.  Is  the  cane  destroyed? — ^A.  The  Spaniards  destroyed  a  great  deal 
of  cane,  but  they  do  not  know  how  to  destroy  cane,  and  conseqaentlj 
it  grows  np  again.  You  can  get  plenty  of  cane  to  eat,  if  you  want  to 
cut  it  down. 

Q.  Do  they  give  it  to  their  horses! — ^A.  Horses  will  eat  it,  but  1  don't 
think  it  is  very  good  for  a  horse. 

Q.  Is  forage  abundant  to  support  the  horses  of  the  Gubansf — ^A. 
Oh,  yes. 

Q.  What  kind? — A.  We  have  had  plenty  of  corn  until  now,  and  I 
think  the  corn  will  last,  maybe,  the  rest  of  this  month,  until  the  raiuy 
season  comes;  after  a  rainy  season  the  corn  will  grow  up  aigain  in  two 
or  three  months,  and  until  then  they  will  eat  the  grass. 

Q.  There  is  plenty  of  that? — A.  Yes,  sir.        ' 

Q.  A  good  grass  country? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  they  make  hay  of  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  very  abundant? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  as  good  as  it  is  here;  it 
will  grow  as  high  as  on  the  prairie;  the  grass  will  grow  there  in  the 
trails  or  anywhere  else. 

Q.  Are  these  engagements  you  have  been  speaking  about,  and  which 
you  saw  the  troops  at  war  with  each  other,  in  the  vicinity  of  towns  and 
villages? — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  hard  to  be  away  from  the  vicinities  of 
towns  and  villages  in  Havana  Province;  always  in  sight  of  a  town. 

Q.  Always? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  see  a  town  any  time  I  was  in  the 
war  by  walking  to  any  little  elevation,  and  it  was  never  more  than  a 
mile  to  some  town. 

Q.  Take  the  great  body  of  the  Guban  people  of  all  classes — ^I  mean, 
now,  those  in  the  country  you  have  visited  and  see  yourself— are  they 
in  favor  of  fighting  for  their  liberty,  or  are  they  opposed  to  it  or  indif- 
ferent to  it? — A.  In  favor  of  fighting  for  it. 

Q.  Is  that  a  determined  spirit,  as  you  uSderstaud  it — a  determined 
and  well-settled  purpose  on  their  part? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  the  collection  of  taxes,  and  said  something,  also, 
about  the  civil  government.  In  what  other  respect  besides  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes  does  the  civil  government  operate  among  the  Cuban  insor- 
gents? — A.  The  Guban  government  really  has  no  operation  except  in 
the  prefecturas,  and  the  captain  of  the  prefecturas  is  the  chie£  The 
laws  of  the  civil  government  are  executed  there,  but  there  is  no  law 
necessary.  The  military  government  is  all  that  is  necessary,  as  there 
are  no  families  living  there,  no  farms  in  operation;  everything  must  be 
under  military  command.  But  the  taxes  are  turned  in  to  the  civil  gov- 
ernor of  the  province. 

Q,  Are  they  judicial  officers  or  merely  executive  officers? — ^A.  Both. 

Q.  Are  there  any  exclusively  judicial  offices? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  speak  of  the  taxes? — ^A.  That  goes  to  the  civil  government — 
that  is,  what  is  not  paid  to  the  soldiers.  On  tbe  1st  day  of  May  and 
the  Xst  day  of  June  each  soldier  got  a  gold  centime. 

Q.  How  much  is  that? — A.  $5.30. 

Q.  Paid  the  1st  of  June  and  the  Ist  of  May? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Paid  for  wages? — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  was  given  to  them;  they  are  not 
fighting  for  wages. 

Q.  That  was  a  present? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  given  them  to  buy 
whatever  they  wanted — cigarettes,  hat,  pair  of  shoes,  or  any thiujr  they 
wanted. 
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Q.  Are  rations  served  to  themT — ^A.  No,  sir;  each  man  provides  his 
own  rations.  Tiiey  eat  together  in  messes,  and  oiie  man  provides 
beef,  and  another  salt,  and  another  sweet  potatoes;  each  whatever 
they  have. 

Q.  They  make  up  a  fund  and  buy  itf — A.  They  don't  have  to  buy 
it;  they  dig  it  up. 

Q.  How  about  the  beef! — ^A.  When  they  kill  a  beef,  the  chief  stands 
there  and  the  beef  is  cut  up  and  divided  among  them,  and  he  sux)eriu- 
tends  the  division  of  the  beef. 

Q.  Isn't  that  a  ration? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Cuban  government  really  supplies  everything  except  what  is 
dug  up  by  the  messes  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  What  is  the  system  of  communication  between  the  different  parts 
of  the  island! — ^A.  What  they  call  a  commission.  One  chief  wants  to 
communicate  with  another,  and  he  gives  a  man  an  escort  and  puts  him 
in  commission,  and  sends  him  to  the  other. 

Q.  Is  there  any  postal  system  in  Havana  Province? — A.  The  com- 
mi:st$iou  when  he  goes  carries  letters,  but  they  don't  care  much  about 
writing. 

Q.  ISuppose  he  wants  those  letters  taken  to  a  far-distant  point,  to  the 
eastern  or  western  part  of  the  island,  is  there  any  postal  system  for 
thatf — ^A.  There  is  always  a  commission  between  the  east  and  the  west. 

Q.  Really  a  mail  service! — A.  The  reports  irom  the  subchiefs  to  the 
chiefs  and  the  general  chief,  and  the  return  orders  from  the  general  to 
the  chiefs  and  the  subchiefs  are  sent  in  that  way. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  being  in  Pinar  del  Rio— how  far  did  you  penetrate  in 
that  province! — A.  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  was,  because  it  is  hard  to 
estiu)ate  distances,  traveling  the  way  we  did.  We  could  not  go  in 
direct  lines,  as  we  had  to  avoid  the  town.  At  the  time  we  were  on 
commission  and  rode  three  days  into  Pinar  del  Rio,  but  it  is  hard  to 
say  how  far  we  went. 

Q.  Were  you  executing  commission  then! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  command  was  with  you! — A.  General  Castillo's. 

Q.  Tlie  whole  army! — A.  No,  sir.  Castillo  went  over  after  some 
arms  to  arm  some  other  people  in  Havana. 

Q.  Did  he  get  them! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bring  them  back! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  cross  the  trocha! — A.  Yes,  sir;  near  Mariel. 

Q.  Near  where  ! — ^A.  Mariel.  That  trocha  is  practically  abandoned 
now. 

Q.  The  Mariel  trocha  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  western  trocha  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  still  keep  up  the  other  trocha  ! — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  is  that  called  ! — A.  The  Jucaro-Maron  trocha. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  any  Spanish  troops  on  your  way  over  or  back  ! — ^A. 
We  went  three  times  before  we  could  cross  the  trocha  and  reach  the 
arms. 

Q.  Driven  back  by  the  Spanish  ! — ^A.  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  finally  went 
across. 

Q«  And  got  successfully  back  with  the  arms  and  ammunition  ! — A. 
Yes,  sir.  On  that  trip  we  never  encountered  a  Spanish  soldier ;  had  no 
trouble  whatever. 

Q.  How  did  you  transport  them  ! — A.  Gave  each  man  so  many  guns, 
and  gave  each  man  so  much  ammunition  to  carry. 

Q.  Each  man  took  so  many  guns  and  so  much  ammunition  ! — A. 
Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Were  you  at  auy  landing  of  an  expedition  f — A.  I  never  was  at  a 
landing,  or  saw  an  expedition. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  health  of  the  Gaban  population,  living  in 
Cuba  Libre,  as  yon  call  itt — A.  Good. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  health  of  the  Cuban  army! — A.  Good. 

Q.  Have  any  epidemics  visited  that  army  since  you  have  been  there  T — 
A.  No,  sir;  the  only  disease  we  have  is  typhoid  fever.  They  have  had 
some  occasionally,  about  four  cases,  and  they  all  died — all  that  I  had. 
All  the  other  cases  I  have  had  since  I  have  been  with  them  have  been 
malaria.  I  diagnosed  these  four  as  typhoid  fever,  but  they  said  they 
never  had  typhoid  fever  in  Cuba,  but  that  it  was  some  kind  of 

Q.  Are  these  Cubans  in  the  army  strong,  healthy  fellows,  or  thin  and 
weak? — A.  They  are  pretty  husky  fellows.  The  Cubans  are  not  a  largo 
race.  There  are  no  such  men  as  Mr.  Decker,  but  they  are  strong  and 
healthy. 

Q.  How  do  they  compare  with  the  Spanish  soldiers  t — ^A.  The  men  in 
the  Spanish  army  are  good,  strong  fellows.  But  a  man  is  very  scarce 
in  the  Spanish  army^  it  Is  mostly  composed  of  boys. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  thatt — A.  They  have  had  to  send  so 
many  soldiers  to  the  island  that  they  did  not  have  enough  men* 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  chance  of  personal  observation  as  to  the  rav> 
ages  of  disease  among  the  Spanish  armyf — ^A.  .Yes,  sir;  some. 

Q.  What  have  yon  to  say  about  thatt — A.  Disease  is  the  greatest 
enemy  the  Spanish  army  hae  and  they  die  very  rapidly — ^very  fast.  For 
instance,  crossing  the  trocha  to  come  to  Havana — the  Havana  trocha — 
at  nighty  as  soon  as  I  crossed  I  stopped  with  some  pacificos  camped 
there,  and  they  told  me  that  threi)  or  four  Spaniards  were  dying  eac*h 
day  ill  those  forts  in  that  neighborhood,  and  when  I  got  into  town  1 
found  it  was  true.  I  was  two  or  three  days  hiding  in  Havana,  waiting 
for  a  chance  to  come  away  fron^  there  through  America,  and  I  spent 
that  time  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  where  the  hospitals  are  located, 
and  in  the  low  coffer  houses  where  the  Spanish  soldiers  are,  and,  we 
might  say,  put  in  mjr  time  visiting  the  Spanish  soldiers,  talking  about 
the  war,  their  condition,  etc.,  buying  them  cigarettes  and  frnit^those 
who  did  not  have  any  money — ^helping  them  out  a  little. 

Q.  What  American  newspaper  correspondents  were  in  the  army 
where  you  were  operating t — A,  None. ' 

Q.  How  many  hospitals — regular  hospitals— -did  you  have  under  your 
charge f — A.  Some  days  they  would  amount  to  a  hundred,  and  the 
next  day  maybe  only  five  or  six.  I  had  six  regularly  named  hospitals 
that  I  tried  to  keep  up  all  the  time  in  spite  of  the  soldiers,  and  where, 
if  the  soldiers  came,  I  would  offer  armed  resistance,  and  hold  them  off 
until  I  could  get  my  men  out. 

Q.  When  the  soldiers  came  out  to  attack,  all  you  could  do  waa  to 
make  resistance  until  such  time  as  you  could  caiTy  your  sick  and 
wounded  awayf — ^A.  Well,  the  first  resistance  I  made  I  stood  off  a 
column  all  day  long  with  four  men,  and  that  night  got  the  men  out. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  thick  woods! — ^A.  Very  thick. 

Q.  They  were  afraid — afraid  to  approach  in  the  woods!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  advance  of  an  attacking  party  or  column  through 
those  thick  woods  would  be  very  much  embarrassed  by  the  surround- 
ings— the  trees,  vines,  brush,  and  all  that! — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  at  one  time 
got  out  of  the  woods  before  the  soldiers  got  in,  and  sat  on  a  hill  300  or  iOO 
yards  away  and  watched  them  go  into  the  woods.  The  chief  stopped 
about  300  yards  from  where  they  entered  the  brush,  and  the  infimtry 
marched  up  and  all  the  officers  stood  back,  and  the  sergeant  or  lieu* 
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tenant  or  small  officers  ordered  the  men  in.  The  men  marched  np  to 
the  brush  and  then  they  would  hesitate,  and  these  officers  would  draw 
their  canes — they  nearly  all  carry  canes — or  some  of  them  machetes, 
and  they  would  whip  them  in.  They  would  grab  a  man  by  the  arm 
and  strike  him  with  a  cane  and  drag  and  push  him  in.  By  the  time  a 
man  got  a  little  ways  in  he  would  cry  '*  Viva  Espagnol,"  and  then  the 
others  would  follow,  and  they  would  all  rush  in  and  set  the  houses  afire, 
and  yell  and  raise  the  mischief  generally,  and  those  on  the  outside 
would  run  up  and  try  to  set  the  brush  afire,  try  to  set  the  whole  army 
afire,  as  it  looked  to  me.  If  it  had  been  dry  brush,  like  American  under- 
growth, they  would  have  burnt  the  entire  army  up. 

Q.  By  brush,  do  you  mean  trees  and  bushes  that  have  been  cut 
downf — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  is  short  growth  that  has  not  been  cut  down. 
The  ground  is  not  fit  for  cultivation,  it  is  rocky,  and  the  bushes  grow 
right  out  of  the  rocks,  and  we  have  to  pick  out  the  trail  very  carefolly. 
They  are  sharp  and  jagged  rocks  that  stick  up  there;  you  can  not  walk 
across  them,  you  have  to  pick  your  way,  and  it  makes  a  very  narrow 
trail  to  get  in. 

Q.  Has  General  Castillo  kept  practically  the  same  ground  all  the  time 
yon  have  been  with  himf — A.  Yes,  sir;  practically  the  same  ground 
since  he  first  went  in  there  since  the  invasion. 

Q.  He  really  has  not  been  driven  outf — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Took  his  iK)sition  and  stayed  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  has  shifted  his  position? — A.  He  would  avoid  a  fight  with  a 
superior  force.  General  Castillo  himself  is  marching  his  force  from 
one  position  to  another,  always  looking  for  a  fight.  He  does  not  rest 
himself.  Every  territory,  you  might  say  the  whole  territory,  is  occu- 
pied by  a  force  that  has  occupied  it  since  the  invasion,  and  their  busi- 
ness is  to  stay  there. 

Q.  They  are  never  driven  out? — A.  No,  sir;  General  Oastillo  and 
Alex.  Bodriguez  have  a  large  territory;  General  Castillo  has  the  west- 
em  part  of  the  province,  operating  all  through  it,  and  at  the  same  time 
there  are  smaller  forces  operating  in  different  parts  of  the  province, 
who  stay  each  in  its  own  territory. 

Q.  If  I  understand  you  correctly,  the  Cuban  generals  who  have  been 
operating  in  the  province  of  Havana  have  been  operating  there  since 
the  insurrection  broke  out? — A.  Since  the  invasion.  ^ 

Q.  Since  Gomez  invaded  the  west  from  the  east? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  have  not  been  driven  out? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  army  has  grown 
continually  and  the  territories  spread  daily. 

Q.  So  far  as  military  operations  are  concerned,  they  are  in  the  occu- 
pation of  the  country  and  have  been  so? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  suppose  many  efforts  have  been  made  to  drive  them  out? — A. 
They  are  fighting  every  day. 

Q.  There  is  constant  pressure  to  overcome  and  drive  them  out? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  the  gnerrilhis  and  volunteers  made  the  hardest  fight,  but  they 
have  been  practically  killed  out  and  whipped,  and  they  are  afraid  to 
fight  any  more. 

Q.  Who? — ^A.  The  guerrillas.  The  last  guerrillas  were  those  of 
Salng.  There  were  36  of  them,  and  they  killed  the  whole  36  about  a 
week  ago. 

Q.  The  guerrillas  are  very  severe? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Very  severe  on  the  Cubans;  cruel? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  they  are  practically  driven  out  of  the  province? — A.  Not 
driven  out,  but  afraid  to  operate  there;  afraid  to  go  out  without  the 
escort  of  a  column  of  soldiers. 
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Q.  Grot  enough  of  itf — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  been  whipped,  and 
that  gives  the  inaurgeots  more  territory,  because  these  guerrillas  were 
stationed  in  the  towns,  and  were  supposed  to  protect  the  pacificated 
zone  and  to  carry  the  pacificos  out  to  get  food  in  the  country. 

Q.  The  important  question  I  wish  to  ask  you,  based  upon  your 
observation  since  you  have  been  in  Cuba  and  associated  with  these 
fighting  forces,  is  whether  the  Cubans  have  gained  ground  or  lost 
ground  as  to  strength  and  equipment  and  fighting  ability  generally 
since  you  have  been  there  T — A.  I  would  say  they  have  gained  ground 
and  gained  strength  and  gained  knowledge  in  war. 

Q.  You  intend  to  return  to  them  ! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  same  capacity  you  are  nowt — ^A.  In  the  same  capacity. 

Q.  As  a  surgeon! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  many  assistants,  surgeonst — A.  No,  sir;  none. 

Q.  Had  none  at  all,  had  tp  perform  the  work  yourself  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir 
I  had  practicantes,  medical  students. 

Q.  Medical  students? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  your  only  assistants? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  No  regular  practitioner  associated  with  you  in  your  work? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  leave  the  hospitals  when  you  came  away  t — 
A.  With  the  practicantes.  Unless  I  can  get  supplies,  surgical  sup- 
plies, the  practicantes  can  do  as  well  as  I  could. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  came  to  this  country  fort — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  get  surgical  supplies? — K.  Yes,  sir;  to  try  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  regular  supplies  for  the  hospitals. 

Q.  I  believe  you  mention  Spanish  soldiers  have  been  in  your  charge  ? — 
A.  Ye..,  si. 

Q.  Spanisn  soldiers? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  treat  them  with  equal  care  as  the  Cubans? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  felt  bound  by  professional  courtesy? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  order  of  any  Cuban  general  to  do  contrary  to  that  ? — 
A .  No,  sir ;  that  is  the  order  to  the  army  in  the  military  regulation,  and 
each  chief  is  provided  with  a  copy,  that  each  Spanish  soldier  shall  be 
returned  to  the  towns  or  held  as  prisoners;  no  soldiers  killed  except 
when  captured  as  spies. 

Q.  Have  the  Spanish  any  permanent  camps  outside  the  towns? — A. 
None  that  I  ever  saw  or  knew  of. 

Q,  Never  heard  of  any? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wheii  you  speak  of  a  town  you  mean  a  town  garrisoned  by 
Spanish  troops? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Fortified? — A   In  every  little  town  there  was  a  string  of  forts. 

Q.  What  kind  of  forts;  any  strength? — A.  Yes,  sir;  strong  enough 
o  resist  the  arms  the  Cubans  have. 

Q.  Small  arms? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  they  could  resist  artil- 
lery— any  heavy  artillery — or  even  4  or  5  pounders. 

Q.  What  are  they  made  of? — A.  Stone.' 

Q.  Is  there  plenty  of  stone? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  whole  island,  you 
might  say,  is  a  great  big  rock. 

Q.  The  whole  island? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  what  place  did  General  Castillo  get  his  supply  of  salt? — A. 
Any  town  he  would  happen  to  be  near  he  would  send  in  for  it. 

Q.  In  order  to  get  salt  he  would  have  to  capture  a  town;  fight  for 
it? — A.  No,  sir;  he  would  give  a  man  a  centen  and  tell  him  to  go  iu 
and  get  salt.    He  would  buy  it. 

Q.  He  kept  up  atrafic  with  the  towns? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  How  could  he  manage  that  where  there  was  a  concentration  of 
pacificoB  and  Spanish  garrison  T — ^A.  The  pacificos  came  oat  affcer  sweet 
potatoes — each  man  can  bring  something  in  his  sack  (cigarettes,  a  hat, 
blankets)  which  do  not  take  up  much  space.  I  bought  a  big  blanket, 
a  hat,  pair  of  shoes,  and  suit  of  clothes,  all  bronght  in  one  cargo — one^ 
man  brought  it.  He  brought  that  right  past  the  fort  and  sentries  f 
the  next  day  brought  opt  three  Mausers. 

Q.  He  had  no  permit  to  do  itt — A.  I^o,  sir. 

Q.  He  smuggled  it  out;  he  would  have  lost  his  life  if  caught  at  itt — 
A.  Yes,  sir.  They  usually  make  four  or  five  trips,  and  then  the  next 
trip  they  will  be  caught  and  shot. 

Q.  They  catch  up  with  them  finally,  and  then  they  are  done  forf — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  matter  you  wish  to  state  that  you  think  would 
be  of  importance f — A.  I  do  not  know  of  anything  else;  it  seems  to  me 
we  have  gone  over  about  the  whole  ground. 

After  examining  and  correcting  my  deposition  as  above,  I  sign  the 
same  under  oath. 

FosTBU  R.  Winn,  M.  D. 
Washinqton,  D.  C,  June  28^  1897. 
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8TATE1CEHT  OF  DR  H.  W.  BASFOSTEL 

In  the  absence  of  Senator  Morgan,  Mr.  Lodge  acted  as  a  member  ol 
the  sabcommittee. 
Mr.  Dan  forth  was  sworn  by  Senator  Clark. 

By  Mr.  Clabk  : 

Q.  What  is  yoar  name,  profession  or  occnxmtion,  and  present  place 
of  residence! — ^A.  H.  W.  Danforth;  physician  and  sargeon;  MOwan- 
kee,  Wis. 

Q.  Ton  may  state  whether  or  not  yon  have  been  engaged  in  profes- 
sional work  recently  on  the  Island  of  Cuba;  and  if  so,  in  what  capacity 
and  with  whomf — A.  I  have  been  engaged  in  Caba  as  a  physician  to 
the  President  of  Cnba,  Salvador  Cisneros. 

Q«  How  long  have  yon  been  in  that  position? — A.  One  year. 

Q.  I>oring  that  time  have  yon  been  near  by  the  person  of  the  Presi- 
dentf— A*  All  the  time. 

Q.  Now,  the  committee  is  very  anxious  to  learn  a  particular  thing 
that  probably  comes  within  your  knowledge,  and  that  is,  as  definitely 
as  x>088ible,  as  to  the  civil  government  carried  on  by  the  Cuban  insur- 
gents, so  called.  We  would  be  glad  if  you  will  give,  at  large  and  in 
detail,  whatever  knowledge  you  may  have. 

By  Mr.  Lodge  . 

Q.  Let  me  ask,  before  that  question  is  answered :  President  Cisneros 
is  the  head  of  the  civil  government? — A.  He  is,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  attached  to  the  army  in  a  military  capacity  T— 
A.  I  have  not.  I  will  now  answer  the  first  question.  The  civil  govern- 
ment, as  far  as  my  observation  extends,  has  power  over  the  oountry. 
They  have  that  power  through  the  governors  of  the  various  States  who 
are  appointed  by  the  President  or  elected  by  the  people.  They  also 
have  power  through  the  prefects  and  through  the  subprefects  appointed 
by  the  President  or  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Dr.  Canasarins. 
Their  duty,  of  course,  is — the  subprefects'  duty  is — ^to  attend  the  mails, 
see  that  they  are  diligently  forwarded,  and,  in  so  far  as  possible,  con- 
tribute to  the  relief  of  the  military  authorities  that  chance  to  be  in  their 
neighborhood,  by  giving  them  rations  and  treating  them  in  that  way. 
They  are  also  delegated  or  appointed  to  power  by  the  President  to 
celebrate  nil  marriages  which  may  occur  among  the  insurgents.  Th0y 
have  the  power  irom  tho  cabinet  of  celebrating  those  marriages. 
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By  Mp.  Lodge: 

Q.  Hoir  is  this  civil  government  organized? — ^A.  It  is  organised  by— 
pardon  me,  I  do  not  understand. 

Q.  I  mean  when  was  it  organized?— A.  It  was  organized  in — well,  I 
do  not  know  exactly  when  it  was  organized;  I  can  tell  when  the  Presi- 
dent was  elected,  if  that  will  do.  It  was  two  years  ago  the  22d  of 
February;  that  is,  he. was  installed  in  office  two  years  ago  the  22d  of 
February. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  a  popular  election  was  held? — A.  An 
election  of  the  army  only.  Of  course,  it  is  simply  here,  gentlemen — the 
island  is,  at  the  present  time,  in  revolntiou,  and  a  great  many  people 
have  gone  to  the  towns — a  great  many  of  the  pacificos — and  the  result 
is  that  it  is  almost  an  impossibility  for  them  to  secure  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent— I  can  not  exactly  express  it. 

Q.  It  is  impossible  to  get  a  ftiU  vote? — A.  That  is  it. 

Q.  This  goyernment  sulopted  a  constitution,  which,  of  course,  has 
been  published.  Was  there  a  convention  held  of  representative  dele- 
gates?— ^A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  And  a  civil  government  was  organized? — A.  Yes,  sir.  There 
were — I  have  forgotten  the  number  of  delegates,  although  I  have  seen 
it;  I  have  read  of  the  number  that  were  present;  but  there  were  a 
number  of  delegates  chosen  from  the  army  ^om  the  various  Provinces 
o(  Cuba,  and  those  delegates  met  at  Jimagna,  or  some  such  named 
place,  and  elected  the  President  and  Vice-President,  and  his  secretaries. 
The  secretaries  were  all  elected  in  place  of  being  appointed,  as  in  this 
country. 

Q.  Does  that  civil  government,  organized  in  this  way — does  it  operate 
and  have  power? — A.  Indeed  it  does  so,  sir. 

Q.  The  military  forces  hold  their  commissions  from  it? — A.  They 
hold  their  commissions  from  the  civil  government. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  capital — what  has  been  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment?— ^A.  They  have  had  no  capital  until  about  the  1st  of  February 
of  this  year,  and  then  they  put  up  a  number  of  houses  at  Aguira,  about 
3  leagues  to  west  of  the  city  of  Wymero,  in  Puerto  Principe,  and  they 
established  that  as  the  seat  of  government. 

Q.  Were  they  not  at  Cubitos? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  ever  been  driven  out  of  their  seat  of  government  by 
the  Spaniards? — A.  Not  up  to  the  time  I  left;  but  I  will  tell  you  in 
candor  that  all  the  Spaniards  have  to  do,  if  they  want  to,  is  to  march 
100  men  down  there  and  drive  the  Cubans  out.  I  was  there  on  the 
29th  of  April  and  they  had  but  8  men  in  the  capital.  The  President 
was  in  one  place,  the  Vice-President  here,  and  the  secretaries  there, 
and  soon;  they  were  distributed  according  to  the  business  relations 
they  had,  and  were  seeing,  too,  about  the  country. 

Q.  They  have  never  been  disturbed  by  the  enemy? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  have  been  able  to  carry  on  all  the  functions  of  civil  govern- 
ment?— A.  They  have. 

Q.  You  understand  why  I  asked  these  questions? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  The  charge  is  made  here  that  the  Ouban  government  is  purely 
military;  that  Gomez  is  all  there  is  to  it. — A.  That  is  all  nonsense. 
Oomez  and  Oarcia  and  Maceo  were  under  the  entire  control  of  the 
government. 

Q.  Never  questioned  it? — A.  Never  so  much  as  raised  the  question 
as  to  the  source  of  their  x)ower. 

Q.  President  Gisneros  has  taken  an  active  part  in  carrying  on  the 
government? — ^A.  Of  course  he  has;  he  is  with  the  government  all  the 
time. 
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Q.  Over  how  large  a  part  of  Gaba  is  that  government  recognized  f— 
A.  All  over  Oaba,  except  in  the  towns,  and  there  the  Spanish  hare 
authority  and  con^ol. 

Q.  What  do  the  Spanish  hold  control  of  f— A.  The  towns  and  where 
they  are  camped. 

Q.  Only  where  they  have  garrisons  or  where  they  encamp! — A.  Yes^ 
sir;  the  balance  of  the  island  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Onbans. 

Q.  All  the  rest  Y — A.  Yes,  sir ;  save  where  the  Spaniards  are  encamped. 

Q.  The  insurgents  move  freely  all  through  the  country  f — A.  I  have 
gone  from  Moron  down  to  Bancs,  a  distance  of  about  two  weeks'  ride, 
and  hard  riding,  too,  on  horseback,  entirely  alone  except  for  my  assist- 
ant, and  never  experienced  the  slightest  trouble. 

Q.  Through  all  these  country  districts  the  i>ower  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  President  Cisneros  Is  recognized! — A.  Yes,  sir;  you  will  find 
that  the  President  has  prefects  established  at  about  every  3  to6  leagues 
all  over  the  island,  from  east  to  west  and  from  north  to  south;  which- 
ever  way  you  go  prefects  are  established  every  3  to  6  leagues.  At  their 
houses  all  officerF  or  travelers  on  commissions  to  or  from  the  govern- 
ment  are  expected  to  stop  if  they  can.  Those  prefects  are  bound  by 
law  to  furnish  thoso  men  with  care,  protection,  comfort,  and  shelter, 
and  of  course  they  supply  them  with  food  and  other  things  in  propor- 
tion as  they  can. 

Q.  They  carry  on  th<  usual  functions  of  civil  government,  such  as 
you  alluded  to,  solemnizing  marriages,  etc.! — A.  Certainly,  except  as  it 
may  be  in  this  direction.  We  will  say  a  murder  has  been  committed^ 
They  have  no  judges  in  Cuba  at  all,  though  I  think  they  are  just  as  fair 
there  as  the  Spaniards.  The  Spaniards  have  plenty  of  judges,  but 
they  are  not  as  fair  as  they  might  be.  The  Cubans  have  no  judges, 
but  the  prefect  will  arrest  the  man,  examine  him  and  send  him  to  the 
nearest  general  in  command  of  the  forces,  and  he  will  treat  him  as  he 
deserves;  if  innocent,  free  him;  if  guilty,  doubtless  shoot  him. 

Q.  Has  there  been  more  than  one  election  of  delegates  in  the 
island! — A.  More  than  one  election  of  delegates! 

Q.  Has  there  been  more  than  one!  I  had  heard  that  there  was  more 
than  one  convention. — A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  had  been  up  to  the 
time  I  left  the  island,  which  was  on  the  29th  of  April.  Up  to  that 
time  there  had  not  been,  although  very  shortly  the  election  was  to  be 
held,  and  the  delegates  were  to  assemble  at  the  capital  for  this  coming 
election.    The  president's  term  of  office  expires  September  22, 1  think. 

Q.  And  they  intend  to  hold  another  election,  and  choose  delegates 
again! — A.  They  intend  to  hold  another  election  during  the  summer, 
and  have  the  new  officer,  whoever  it  be — Cisneros  or  any  other — ^ready 
to  be  installed  on  the  22d  of  September,  when  the  President's  term  is 
out.  That  is  the  fact  with  reference  to  the  Vice-President,  and  the 
fact  with  reference  to  all  the  secretaries  of  his  cabinet — ^they  are  all  to 
be  elected,  and  will  take  their  offices  accordingly. 

Q.  And  you  say  these  delegates  were  chosen  largely  by  the  insur- 
gents in  arms!  I  suppose  others,  who  were  not  in  arms,  had  the  right 
to  vote  if  they  wished! — A.  Certainly;  all  the  Cubans  in  the  country 
districts — all  not  under  the  control  of  the  Spanish  in  the  islands — ^have 
the  entire  right  to  vote. 

Q.  And  are  not  prevented! — ^A.  And  are  not  prevented.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  prefects  are  speaking,  or  were  speaking  when  I  was  there,  to 
the  inhabitants  all  through  their  various  districts,  telling  them  the 
election  was  about  to  occur  soon  and  they  wanted  to  be  there  to  vote. 
I  did  not  know  at  the  time,  and  do  not  know  now,  exactly  when  the  elec- 
tion is  to  occur,  but  I  have  heard  the  prefects  stating  to  the  variooa 
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people  that  an  election  was  to  be  held  and  that  they  (the  people)  wanted 
to  be  there  and  cast  their  votes  for  whom  they  wanted  to  have  serve 
them. 

By  Mr.  Ol abk  :  , 

Q.  I  would  like  to  make  some  inquiry  as  to  the  postal  service  of  the 
island,  if  yon  know  abont  it. — A.  I  know  a  little. 

Q.  Is  there  any  regular  postal  service! — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  manner  is  it  conducted! — A.  On  this  plan:  They  have 
the  prefects  of  these  districts,  and  they  act  as  distributing  officers  in 
the  i>ostal  service,  I  believe. 

Q.  They  are  from  3  to  6  leagues  apart! — A.  Yes,  sir.  All  the  people 
in  their  districts  are  coming  and  going  to  and  from  their  place.  They 
usually  visit  the  prefects  at  least  once  every  week  or  two  to  get  mail 
and  see  if  there  are  any  orders  for  provisions  or  to  get  provisions. 
They  are  usually  coming  and  going  there  every  week  or  two. 

Q.  About  how  is  the  mail  transported! — A.  On  horseback  entirely. 

Q.  Is  that  a  regular  service! — A.  There  is  no  regular  service  in  Cuba. 

Q.  How  frequent  or  general  is  it,  for  instance! — A.  I  do  not  exactly 
get  the  question. 

Q.  Suppose  I  am  living  at  one  station,  and  I  want  to  forward  a  letter 
100  miles  to  the  west,  to  another  station! — A.  It  will  go  within  twenty- 
four  hours. 

Q.  What  means  of  communication — you  say  the  army  is  entirely  sub- 
ject to  the  civil  government — what  means  h<as  the  president  of  com- 
mnnieation  with  Gomez  or  Garcia  or  other  divisions  of  the  army!  Is 
that  done  through  the  regular  mail  service! — ^A.  It  is  done  by  special 
couriers  and  through  the  regular  mail  service. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  know  how  frequently,  whether  generally  or  only 
upon  special  occasions,  the  military  authorities  communicate  with  the 
civil,  and  receive  orders  from  them ! — A.  There  you  have  me.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  do  not  know,  not  having  been  thrown  into  such  very 
intimate  and  close  relations. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  regalar  reports  are  made  to  the  civil 
government  from  the  military! — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  apeak  of  various  secretaries.  What  others  are  there  besides 
the  secretary  of  the  interior! — A.  There  are  those  of  foreign  relations, 
Mr.  Portuando,  who  is  a  very,  very  pleasant  man ;  the  secretary  of  the 
interior.  Dr.  Canasious;  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Pina.  I 
believe  that  to  be  all,  and  the  vice-president,  General  Masso. 

Q.  These  various  secretaries  or  heads  of  the  departments;  are  they 
regularly  and  constantly  engaged  in  the  duties  of  their  various  offices, 
or  merely  figureheads  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  a  government! — 
A.  They  and  their  secretaries  are  regularly  and  constantly  engaged  in 
attending  to  the  duties  of  their  offices.  I  have  seen — I  will  not  say 
how  many  times,  because  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  a  great  many  times, 
when  we  have  pitched  camp,  usually  about  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  about  half  past  2,  after  we  have  finished  breakfast — I  have  seen 
the  secretaries  busy  dictating  to  their  secretaries,  and  their  secretaries 
busy  in  writing. 

Q.  If  you  have  had  opportunity  to  judge,  I  would  like  to  know  as  to 
the  confidence  which  this  civil  government  has  in  the  ultimate  success 
of  the  independence  of  Guba! — A.  If  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
judge! 

Q.  YeSy  sir. — ^A.  I  will  tell  you  this.    The  civil  government  of  Guba 
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will — all,  each,  and  every  one  of  them — go  down  to  destruction  miless 
their  independence  is  attained. 

Q.  And  still  that  does  not A.  I  have  heard  the  president  of  Cuba 

make  that  same  remark.    • 

Q.  We  very  often  find  men  who  are  willing  to  die  for  the  cause  they 
maintain,  and  yet  who  have  not  so  much  confidence  in  the  success  of 
their  cause  as  in  the  certainty  of  their  own  death.  What  1  want  to 
get  at  is  their  confidence  whether  Cuban  freedom  will  be  achieved. — 
A.  It  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  every  one  in  the  insurgent 
ranks  that  liberty  will  eventually  be  obtained. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you,  from  your  experience  and  your  intimate  association 
with  public  afl'airs  there,  what  would  be  your  judgmentf — ^A.  My 
judgment  is  the  same.  I  will  give  you  my  reasons,  and  then  you  can 
judge  for  yourself  as  well  as  I  can.  At  the  last  war  Spain  had  on  tlie 
island  250,000  soldiers.  There  were  but  two  provinces  in  insurrection. 
Orient  and  Camaguey,  or  Puerto  Principe  and  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
The  revolutionists  had  from  6,000  to  7,000  armed  men,  and  yet  the 
revolutionists  prolonged  the  struggle  for  ten  long  years  before  Spain 
could  subdue  them.  This  year  every  section  of  the  island  is  in  insur 
rection.  Spain  has  but  300,000  men,.but  50,000  more  than  they  had 
before,  and  the  revolutionists  have  about  30,000  to  35,000  well-armed 
men,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  Cuba  will  eventually  win  her  freedom, 
I  do  not  care  whether  Spain  is  willing  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Lodge  : 

Q.  You  say  Spain  has  300,000  men.  That  is  the  whole  body  of  men 
Spain  has  been  able  to  send  to  the  island — you  do  not  mean  she  has 
300,000  effectives  there  now! — A.  Certainly.  She  had  on  the  1st  of 
January  153,000  regular  soldiers  from  S])ain. 

Q.  They  have  sent  out  more  than  that? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  am  not 
counting  anything 

Q.  By  and  by  1  would  like  your  estimate  of  Spanish  losses. — A.  The 
guerrillas  number  between  50,000  and  60,000 — the  Spanish  guerrillas. 
They  are  Cubans,  or  should  be  Cubans  in  reality,  who  have  adopted 
the  cause  of  Spain. 

Q.  You  mean  the  voluntaries? — A.  Yes,  sir;  then  they  have  the 
guarda  civil  and  they  have  all  the  firemen  in  the  island,  and  they  have 
armed  them  all  and  are  using  them  as  soldiers. 

Q.  The  guarda  civil,  were  they  brought  from  Spain  or  is  it  a  native 
body? — A.  A  native  body  of  men,  but  under  the  ruling  of  the  power 
of  Spain.  All  in  all,  I  think  the  number  is  fully  300,000  men.  The 
Cubans,  on  the  contrary,  have  but  30,000  to  35,000  well-armed  men, 
about  1  to  every  10.  Is  it  anything  very  wondexful,  therefore,  that 
you  do  not  hear  of  some  immense  battle?  I  do  not  think  it  to  be  i^  at 
all.    I  think  the  Cubans  are  conducting  the  campaign  as  they  should. 

(j.  Spain  is  said,  and  I  am  told  all  authorities  seem  to  agree,  she  is 
said  to  have  sent  out  more  than  150,000  men  ? — A.  She  has. 

Q.  Have  not  her  losses  from  disease  and  these  various  little  engage- 
ments been  very  severe? — A.  Very;  it  is  simply — why,  in  this  morn- 
ing^s  paper  I  was  noting  the  return  of  some  steamship  to  Spain  from 
Havana,  and  was  noting  that  it  stated  that  the  Spanish  had  shipped 
some  793  invalided  soldiers  on  that  ship.  Every  ship  that  leaven 
Havana  carries,  as  a  rule,  from  200  to  500  men,  so  yon  can  imagine 
Spain  must  lose  pretty  heavily. 

Q.  Only  the  invalided  and  wounded;  the  dead  are  buried  there  1 — A. 
The  dead  are  always  buried  there,  and  there  are  a  great  many  who 
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die^  especially  of  fevers.  The  Spanish  troops  are  young,  nothing  but 
boys  in  many  instances,  and  being  unacclimated  and  unfit  practically 
for  any  exi)erience  in  the  rough  wcurfare  of  Cuba,  the  climate  goes  very 
hard  with  thenu 

By  Mr.  Glabe: 

Q.  Bight  in  that  connection  I  would  like  to  ask  as  to  the  physique 
and  health  of  the  Cubans  actively  engaged  under  arms,  their  means 
of  subsistence,  and  how  well  they  are  cared  for. — A.  The  Cubans  are, 
in  every  way  in  good  health,  save  for  an  occasional  fever.  You  have 
the  yellow  fever  and  you  have  the  malarial  fever,  which  I  had  an  exx>e- 
rience  with  last  December,  anything  but  pleasant — where  no  quinine 
was  to  be  obtained — ^you  can  imagine.  They  are  good  physique;  a 
trifle  lighter  than  I  am.  I  suppose  I  was  as  light  as  they  in  April  or 
May  of  this  year,  when  I  was  there.  With  reference  to  their  food,  they 
have  the  best  that  can  be  obtained. 

Q.  When  you  say  '^the  best  that  can  be  obtained,"  do  you  mean 
under  the  circumstances  t — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  want  to  find  out,  how  well  they  are  subsisted. — A.  In 
Gamaguey,  where  I  was,  they  have  boniato,  or  sweet  potatoes.  Some- 
times they  will  have  yucca,  sometimes  plantains,  sometimes  conchan- 
chilla,  a  mixture  of  honey  and  hot  water.  Sometimes  they  will  have 
coffee,  sometimes  they  will  not  have  anything  except,  perhaps,  meat. 

Q.  How  about  their  supply  of  meatt — A.  It  is  ample. 

Q.  Where  Is  that  obtained? — A.  Everywhere,  anywhere.  By  the 
laws  of  the  Cubans,  by  the  law  of  the  land,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Cuban 
rulers  declared,  when  this  war  first  started,  that  all  horses  and  all 
cattle  in  the  island,  wherever  found,  were  to  be  regarded  as  public 
property*  The  result  is  you  can  find  cattle  everywhere  in  Camaguey. 
I  do  not  believe  I  have  ever  ridden  3  miles  without  seeing  more  or  less 
cattle. 

By  Mr.  Lodge  : 

Q.  Do  they  take  good  care  of  themt — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  they  have  aii  indefinite  supply  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  Their  horses 
are  kept  in  bortraros,  very  large  spaces,  from  half  a  league  long  to  a 
quarter  of  a  league  in  width. 

By  Mr.  Clabk  : 

Q.  Corrals,  or  pastures! — A.  Pastures,  protected  by  barbed- wire 
fences,  and  horses  are  kept  grazing  within.  Anyone  passing  there 
with  his  horse  very  much  fatigued,  with  the  permission  of  the  man  in 
charge,  can  change  him  for  another.    It  is  a  very  good  idea. 

Q*  As  to  the  food  question,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  amount 
necessary  to  sustain  the  warY — A.  I  am  a  specimen  of  it.  I  have  been 
there  a  year  and  a  quarter  and  I  have  done  very  well,  indeed,  and  I 
have  lived  on  meat  for  almost  five  months,  and  nothing  but  meat,  and 
I  believe  that  my  looks  are  reasonably  good  for  a  meat  diet. 

By  Mr.  Lodge  : 

Q.  What  would  be  your  judgment  as  to  the  general  feeling  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  native  Cubans? — ^A.  Animosity  to  the  Spaniards  and 
a  desire  to  be  free. 

Q.  The  insurgent  government  and  army  represent  the  wishes  of  the 
great  body  of  the*peoplef — A.  They  do,  I  believe. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  effect  of  any  action  on  the  part 
of  this  country  t — A.  Is  that  to  be  taken 
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Q.  Suppose  this  country  should  iutervenef — A.  I  can  not  but  think 
it  would  terminate  the  war. 

Q.  Is  it  your  impression  that  the  Spanish  campaign  have  got  there 
weaker  and  weaker ;  that  they  are  in  process  of  exhaustion  ,*  that  money 
is  more  difficult  to  obtain? — A.  My  idea  is  that  the  mouey  is  growing 
more  and  more  scarce  and  harder  for  the  Spanish  to  get  hold  of,  but,  with 
reference  to  their  campaigns,  they  are  just  as  well  conducted  as  ever. 

Q.  Were  they  ever  well  conducted  f — A.  That  is  the  point.  Of  course 
it  is  susceptible  of  two  answers,  yes  or  no. 

Q.  Have  they  won  any  very  serious  victories  there? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
desire  while  I  am  about  it — I  was  lookiug  over  some  papers  last  even- 
ing— I  desire  to  most  positively  and  emphatically  deny  the  statements 
of  Mr.  Olney  or  President  Cleveland,  that  the  government  is  a  military 
usurpation.  I  deny  that  most  emphatically.  I  claim  that  there  is  a 
civil  government  and  that  that  government  is  exercising  its  functions, 
and  is  in  force  to-day  just  as  much  as  the  civil  government  in  the  United 
States.  I  just  happened  to  think  of  that  in  the  course  of  your  remarks. 
You  hit  on  something  that  reminded  me  of  it. 

Q.  Have  they  any  workshops? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  a  great  many  of 
them.  They  are  irregularly  situated,  but,  for  instance,  they  will  kOl  a 
cow  or  kill  a  dozen  cattle  at  this  encampment  to-night  at  7  o'clock.  The 
hides  are  taken  off  and  hung  on  the  branches  of  a  near  by  tree,  and  at 
8  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  are  taken  to  the  prefect,  and  he  will  send 
them  by  a  messenger  to  the  tannery,  which  they  have  in  every  district, 
or  one  tanner  to  so  many  prefects  within  a  certain  distance — within  easy 
riding  distance,  at  least—and  those  hides  are  there  tanned  by  the  tan- 
nery. After  that  is  over  with,  after  the  hides  are  tanned,  they  are  sent 
to  the  manufactory,  where  they  manufacture  shoes  or  saddles — the  manu- 
factory of  saddles  and  bridles — or  anything  that  one  can  want.  I  got 
there  last  summer  a  pair  of  boots  and  a  pair  of  leggings  made.  I  had 
saddlebags  also,  and  one  thing  and  another  of  a  similar  kind,  a  saddle 
and  bridle,  made  as  well,  and  those  things  I  used  and  wore  until  I  left 
the  island.  Well,  I  had  them  made  last  July,  and  I  wore  them  until 
this  May,  and  they  were  all  in  just  as'good  condition  when  I  gave  them 
up  as  when  I  got  them,  so  you  can  imagine  thiey  are  made  well. 

Q.  How  about  clothing! — A.  They  are  deficient  in  supplies  of  cloth- 
ing. It  is  very  hard  to  get  clothing  there.  You  can  not  buy  it,  and 
the  result  is  I  have  seen  men  in  Cuba  have  their  cartridge  belts  across 
their  chests  and  their  rifles  across  their  shoulders  and  a  little  piece  ot 
cloth  about  6  inches  in  width  across  the  middle;  and  that  is  all  they 
had.  They  came  to  the  president  and  petitioned  him  for  more  clothem — 
about  seven  or  eight  of  them.  It  looks  funny  to  see  them — those  fel- 
lows, well-built,  strong,  and  muscular  men — without  a  dud  of  clothes  on; 
but  they  all  got  clothing.  They  have  clothing  of  one  kind  or  another. 
Sometimes  it  is  rather  rough  and  ragged  and  a  good  many  patches — a 
good  many  patches  on  the  seat  of  the  pantaloons,  but  I  do  not  know 
but  it  answers  all  their  purposes  as  well  as  the  clothing  we  have  here. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  They  would  not  be  able  to  wear  any  heavy  clothing? — ^A.  No,  sn; 
very  light,  all  linen  cloth.  The  cost  of  pantaloons  in  Cuba  varies  froni 
$1.76  to  $2.50. 

Q.  Linen  pantaloons? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  White  or  colored?— A.  White. 

Q.  By  using  cotton  cloth  they  could  still  further  reduce  the  price? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  repair  shops  of  gonsf — ^A.  They 
have,  at  varioas  of  these  factories,  men  whose  sole  and  only  daty  it  is 
to  attend  to  and  repair  gans  in  so  far  as  p6ssib1e  and  fix  the  munitions 
of  war  in  proper  shape.  They  also  have,  in  various  places,  cartridge 
factories — ^not  cartridge  factories,  because  they  could  not  manufacture 
the  whole  cartridge,  but  the  soldiers  will  save  the  shells  after  they  have 
been  discharged  and  these  men  wi]l  recap  and  recharge  them. 

Q,  Do  they  make  any  powder  Y— A.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  think  they 
must,  because  they  do  a  very  large  amonnt  of  reloading  cartridges,  and 
I  have  seen  the  bills  of  lading  of  two  or  three  expeditions  that  have 
arrived,  and  I  have  never  seen  any  loose  powder  mentioned  on  these 
bills;  so  they  must  have  them,  but  where  they  are  I  do  not  know.  They 
have  printing  presses  (paper)  established,  in  various  sections  of  the 
island.  I  think  they  have — I  would  not  like  to  say  how  many,  but  I 
think  four  or  five  papers. 

Q.  Weekly  papers f — A.  Weekly  or  monthly. 

Q.  Do  they  circulate  freely  among  the  people? — A.  Yes,  sir;  indeed 
they  do,  and  are  found  in  the  cities  as  well. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  government  has  been  able  to  keep  up  a  constant 
flow  of  information  in  regard  to  tiie  movements  of  the  Spaniards. — A. 
Oh,  yes;  that  is  very  rei^ily  done.  It  is  simply  here.  They  have,  we 
will  say — take  Puerto  Principe  for  sample.  They  have  before  that  city 
a  small  detachment  of  men,  all  on  duty  all  the  time,  riding  around  the 
city,  back  and  forth,  here  and  there  and  elsewhere.  Their  sole  and 
only  purpose  is  to  see  when  a  detachment  comes  out,  and  when  a 
detachment  appears  they  will  immediately  notify  uhe  nearest  com- 
mander as  to  the  probable  course  of  the  Spainards,  and  they  will  then 
follow  that  column  and  see  where  they  go  "^nd  what  course  they  take, 
and  will  notify  him  or  all  the  commanders  in  '  lat  district,  and  again 
when  the  column  returns  they  will  notify  them  ohat  they  are  back  in 
the  town« 

Q.  So  that  they  are  in  constant  observation  of  *-he  enemy  t — A.  Yes, 
sir;  they  have  every  city  in  the  country  guarded  hat  way. 

Q.  Do  the  Spaniards  attempt  any  such  system  of  espionagef — A. 
No,  sir;  they  can  not  do  it,  unless  it  be  by  series  of  spies,  which  I 
doubt  very  much  the  capacity  of  the  Spaniards  to  obtain.  I  believe 
the  men  would  be  detected,  and  if  a  man  is  detected  in  the  capacity  of 
a  spy  his  fate  is  pretty  sure  und  pretty  sudden ;  at  least  it  would  be 
there. 

Q,  Have  they  flour  or  corn  mills  in  Cuba,  or  do  they  rely  on  the  pestle 
and  mortar f — ^A.  They  have  no  mills  that  I  saw  mything  of.  The  rea- 
son simply  is  that  the  Spanish  would,  if  they  had  any  such  thing,  only 
be  too  glad  to  come  out  and  destroy  it  from  the  towns.  They  rely  on 
pestles  and  mortars  and  grind  the  corn  in  their  coffee  mills. 

Q.  Corn  mills! — A*  They  grind  the  corn  in  the  coffee  mills. 

Q.  How  many  crops  of  com  are  raised  in  Gubaf — A.  I  asked  that 
question  myself  about  six  months  ago,  and  you  want  me  to  give  the 
answer  I  received  t 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  The  answer  as  given  me  was  three  crops,  and  I  was 
surprised. 

Q.  So  it  is  substantially  a  continual  supply  of  com! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  also  have  the  advantage  of  roasting  earsf — A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  they  have  sweet  potatoes.  You  can  plant  them  and  they  will  grow 
without  any  cultivation. 

Q.  Without  cultivation!— A.  Yes,  sir.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to 
scratch  the  ground  and  drop  in  the  seed,  and  it  will  grow  of  itself. 
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high  fence  aroond  it,  and  tbey  will  drive  the  cow  in,  and  they  will 
loosen  her  calf,  and  the  calf  will  come  and  smell  aronnd  and  begin 
sacking,  and  the  man  will  wait  until  it  has  taken  two  or  three  sucks, 
and  then  he  will  take  a  rope  and  slip  it  over  the  calf's  head  and  tie  it 
Id  sach  a  way  as  to  keep  the  calf's  head  about  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a 
half  from  the  teats,  and  the  cow  will  then  stand  still  and  the  man  will 
commence  his  milking.  When  he  is  through  he  will  take  the  rope  off, 
and  the  calf  will  then  go  back  to  sucking.  It  is  the  first  place  I  ever 
saw  it  done. 

Q.  Some  witnesses  have  stated  that  there  is  rather  an  abundant  pro- 
duction of  butter  and  cheese. — ^A.  There  is  an  abundant  production  of 
cheese;  but  butter,  I  never  saw  a  particle  while  I  was  in  Ouba;  but  of 
cheese  there  is  plenty,  and  of  honey. 

Q.  Take  the  food  resources  of  the  Island  of  Onba  in  the  part  of  it 
under  the  control  of  the  Cubaus.  Do  you  think  they  are  able  to  keep 
up  their  belligerent  operations  and  supply  their  army  of,  say,  30,000  to 
50,000  men  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  against  the  Spanish  T7-A. 
I  do,  sir. 

Q.,  And  at  the  same  time  afford  to  the  rural  population  a  comfortable 
subsistence f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  able  to  do  that,  and  do  it  very 
easily. 

Q.  How  about  Onbitos  and  the  town  near  there  which  is  the  capital  f — 
A.  The  capital  is  at  Aguira;  that  is  in  Camaguey.  Gubitos  is  in  Gama- 
guey,  but  it  is  a  province,  and  Aguara  is  in  Puerto  Principe,  3  leagues 
west  of  Wymero,  which  was  captured  by  the  Gubans  last  November. 

Q.  Is  that  a  town  T — A.  Yes,  sir — no,  it  is  not  a  town — ^it  is  a  collec- 
tion of  houses  that  the  President  has  put  up  for  the  capital. 

Q.  Have  the  Spanish  ever  attempted  to  drive  them  out  of  theref — 
A.  Never  as  yet,  up  to  the  time  I  left  Guba,  although  one  day  there 
was  word  sent  that  a  Spanish  column  of  4,000  men  was  only  a  league 
and  a  half  off,  and  we  had  orders  to  get  our  horses  up  and  saddled, 
and  everything  on  them,  ready  to  start  at  a  moment's  notice.  However, 
it  proved  to  be  a  false  rumor,  and  we  turfied  the  horses  out  and  allowed 
them  to  feed.  If  ihe  Spaniards  so  desire,  there  will  be  nothing  under 
Heaven  to  prevent  them  from  destroying  it. 

Q.  It  is  not  surrounded  by  a  cordon  of  troops  t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  the  fortress  at  Gubitos;  is  there  a  fortified  place 
theref — A.  Not  a  thing. 

Q.  Is  that  as  at  Aguira  Y — A.  Gubitos  is  a  province,  and  the  Spaniards 
have  not  in  this  war  invaded  the  province  of  Gubitos,  and  the  result  is 
that  all  the  rest  of  the  province  of  Gamagney  sends  to  Gubitos  for  pro- 
visions.   They  grow  everything  in  Gubitos. 

Q.  What  advantage  would  the  Gubans  have  in  defending  Gubitos 
over  any  other  province!— A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Gan  you  count  on  the  Spaniards  not  disturbing  itf — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  elevated  t — A.  It  is  an  elevated  place  by  one  or  two  roads, 
but  approached  by  all  the  others  it  is  level  and  plain.  I  have  no  idea 
why  the  Spaniards  do  not  invade  it.  T  should  think  they  would,  but 
apparently  they  seem  to  hesitate  and  balk. 

Q.  How  far  is  it  from  the  nearest  railroad  f — ^A.  The  line  Nuevitas 
is  here,  and  Puerto  Principe  is  here  [indicating].  There  is  a  line 
between  Nuevitas  and  Principe,  and  Gubitos  is  just  this  side  of  the 
railroad  track. 

Q.  Bight  on  the  line  with  the  railroad? — A.  Yes,  sir;  right  on  the 
Hue,  but  of  course  the  railroad  only  passes  along  the  line,  and  the  line 
extends  back  here  several  leagues. 
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Q.  I  am  speaking  about  the  collection  of  houses  you  call  the  seat  of 
government. — A.  At  Aguiraf 

Q.  Yes,  sir;  how  far  is  that  from  the  railroad t — ^A.  About  16  or  17 
leagues. 

Q.  From  the  railroad! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  from  the  coast? — A.  It  could  not  be  more  than  3  or  4 
leagues. 

Q.  Is  there-any  fort  near  itf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  a  fortj  but  what 
the  name  of  that  fort  is  I  have  forgotten — Guayamo.  There  is  a  port 
near  it,  however;  that  is,  within  a  day's  ride. 

Q,  How  far  from  Bauos? — A.  Way,  way  to  the  west  of  Bancs;  that 
is,  in  Orienta,  near  the  eastern  part.  This  is  about  17  or  18  leagues — 
possibly  20 — ^from  Puerto  Principe. 

Q.  Since  you  have  been  in  Cuba  has  there  been  any  invasion  of  that 
part  of  the  country  you  speak  off — ^A.  No,  sir;  there  were  of  course 
several  columns  at  previous  times,  and  last  November,  when  the  Span- 
iards held  Wymero  and  Gascorra  and  some  other  towns  up  there,  t^ere 
were  several  columns  during  the  year  visited  those  places  with  supply 
trains.  Every  so  often  they  would  send  a  train  load  of  provisions  to 
the  various  towns,  and  every  train  of  provisions  sent  the  Spanish  and 
Cubans  used  to  have  a  picnic;  in  other  words,  to  have  a  tussle — a  fight 

Q.  Do  the  Spaniards  supply  themselves  from  the  country  around  the 
towns  where  they  are  located! — A.  They  do  not. 

Q.  They  have  to  import  from  the  seaboard  towns  1 — ^A.  Entirely.  If 
they  had  supplied  themselves  from  the  country  'round  about,  which 
they  might  readily  have  done,  the  course  of  the  war  would  be  different 
altogether,  but  they  could  not  do  it  now. 

Q.  Heretofore  they  have  been  afraid  to  attempt  iti — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  would  like  for  you  to  state  in  your  own  way  your  observations 
upon  the  condition  of  the  Spanish  soldiers  in  Cuba  as  to  health  and 
strength. — A.  You  will  have  to  excuse  me,  but  allow  me  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  been  on  the  revolutionist  side,  and  I  have  no  idea  of  my 
own  personal  knowledge  as  to  the  foodor  other  supplies  of  the  Spanish 
army,  nor  of  their  health. 

Q.  You  have  seen  Spanish  prisoners t — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  seen  the 
prisoners  captured  at  Wymero  and  one  or  two  other  little  skirmishes, 
but  those  only  at  a  distance.  I  have  not  cared  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  them. 

Q.  From  the  reputation,  or  the  facts  detailed  by  the  Cuban  soldiers, 
what  is  your  idea  of  the  condition  of  health  of  those  Spanish  soldiers? — 
A.  My  opinion  is  that  their  health  is  not  as  good  as  it  might  be.  The 
Spanish  soldiers,  in  the  first  place,  are  exceedingly  careless — exceed- 
ingly so.  They  have  no  sanitary  regulations  whatever,  not  in  the  leasts 
and  the  result  is  that  they  die  of  yellow  fever  or  dysentery,  or  other 
fevers,  and  they  die  like  sheep. 

Q.  Do  the  reports  as  to  their  mortality  show  that  the  losses  are  very 
heavy  from  that  source? — A.  They  do.  Now,  at — I  have  forgotten  the 
name  of  the  point;  it  is  a  point  on  the  Moron  trocha — ^there  is  one 
street  that  is  the  principal  street  of  the  town,  and  all  along  that  street 
is  the  camp  of  the  Spanish  soldiers.  They  must  have  a  thousand  men 
camping  in  that  street,  and  if  you  try  to  cross  that  street  yon  will  have 
to  keep  your  eyes  Tcry  wide  open,  and  look  where  you  are  stepping 
with  the  utmost  care,  because  of  the  filth  on  the  ground;  and  yet  those 
soldiers  sleep  right  there,  eat,  and  have  their  being  right  there;  and 
how  it  is  possible  for  those  men  to  exist  is  more  than  I  can  say. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  civil  government  crossing  the 
trocba! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  done  thatf — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q-  How  often  have  yon  been  across  the  Moron  trocba? — ^A,  Twice— 
once  in  December  and  once  in  February. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  over? — A,  Passed  through  the  line  very  easily. 
Q.  At  night  or  in  the  day? — A.  Night. 

Q.  No  attack  on  you? — A.  No;  there  was  some  firing,  however — some 
firing  at  us.  One  of  the  cooks  on  the  way  back  got  a  bullet  through 
the  back  in  his  right  lung,  but  it  never  bothered  him  at  all;  he  kept 
ri^bt  on  his  horse,  and  kept  right  on  with  his  business  of  cooking;  it 
never  bothered  him,  as  I  could  see. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  ibr  that? — A.  As  I  account  for  all  wounds 
made  by  the  Mauser  rifle  bullet.    It  is  the  most  harmless  and  most 
liumane  rifle,  and  I  am  intensely  surprised  by  Spain's  using  it;  the  most 
barbarous  nation  in  their  treatment  of  the  Cubans  according  to  the 
stories,  and  yet  the  most  humane  in  the  use  of  firearms.    The  Mauser 
bullet  is  a  steel-clad  bullet  of  .31  and  a  fraction  caliber.    That  bullet 
will  penetrate  anywhere,  and  will  go  through  you  as  a  flash  of  sunlight 
^will  go  through  glass,  but  it  leaves  no  disabling  efi'ect,  and  unless  it  hit 
iu  a  vital  spot,  as,  for  instance,  the  heart,  which  is  the  only  spot  where 
you  can  kill  a  person  instantly — and  even  there  I  have  seen  a  person 
live.    Unless  lut  in  a  vital  spot  you  will  not  die.    I  have  seen  a  man 
shot  through  here,  in  the  head,  and  seen  him  alive  and  perfectly  well, 
except  for  paralysis,  a  year  after.    I  saw  another  man,  Major  Osgood, 
of  the  artillery,  shot  through  the  center  of  the  forehead,  and  he  lived 
for  three  hours;  bnA^jf  you  take  an  ordinary  bullet,  what  chance  has  a 
man  shot  there  to  li^three  seconds?    1  saw  a  man  shot  only  an  eighth 
of  an  inch  over  the  heart,  and  I  could  not  tell  for  three  hours  whether 
the  heart  was  touched  or  not.    He  was  put  in  the  hospital,  and  in  seven 
days  he  was  discharged  from  the  hospital.    In  case  a  Winchester  ball 
had  gone  there,  only  an  eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  heart,  where  would 
that  man   be?    Dead,  without  a  question.    Another  man  was  shot 
through  the  thigh,  and  it  came  out  on  the  inner  side  of  the  leg,  trav- 
ersing tlie  femur  all  the  way  down.    The  man  wanted  to  remain  on  his 
borse  and  continue  fighting,  and  I  slit  up  his  pants  and  put  a  piece 
of  plaster  on  the  wound,  above  and  below,  and  in  ten  minutes  he  was 
engaged  in  a  machete  charge.    If  that  had  been  a  Winchester  ball  his 
leg  wonld  have  been  amputated. 

Q.  When  the  civil  government  passed  through  the  trocha  on  the  occa- 
sion you  speak  of,  did  you  have  any  considerable  guard  of  men? — A. 
Going  to  the  west,  yes;  Gomez  and  all  his  forces  were  with  them. 
Coming  to  the  east,  no;  they  did  not  have  to  exceed  20. 

Q.  In  what  way  do  they  transport  their  government  archives?— A.  I 
have  spoken  of  the  mail. 

Q.  By  what  means  does  the  government  preserve  the  papers — the 
archives  of  the  liepnblic? — A.  They  have  those  all  indexed,  and  they 
are  kept  in  boxes,  and  the  boxes  divided  into  compartmentaand  indexed, 
and  any  or  all  communications  for  the  government  are  put  in  those 
boxes  or  compartments,  and  when  the  government  gets  time  they  are 
weeded  out,  and  the  boxes  are,  every  morning,  on  the  march,  placed  on 
the  backs  of  mules  and  bound  there  with  ropes  and  carried  in  that  way. 
The  archives  of  the  government  always  travel  with  the  government. 

Q.  But  the  government  does  not  always  travel  with  the  army? — A. 
It  very,  very  rarely  travels  with  the  army — very  rarely.  Last  October, 
when  we  were  before  Wymero,  we  must  have  traveled  about  10  leagues 
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with  a  portion  of  the  army,  and  that  is  the  only  time  I  can  recollect, 
save  in  December,  when  the  president  crossed  the  trocha  with  GeneraJ 
Gomez,  that  the  army  was  with  them. 

Q.  And  where  is  the  treasury  of  the  government  keptt — ^A,  That  is 
somewhat  complex.  The  treasurer  of  the  government  is  Mr.  Pin  a,  and 
he  receives  and  disburses  all  moneys,  and  as  fast  as  he  will  get  on  hand 
any  considerable  store  of  money  that  money  is  sent,  I  believe,  to  New 
York,  in  some  one  way  or  another,  to  the  junta,  and  there  is  used  for 
the  purposes  that  are  best  calculated  to  help  the  revolutionists. 

Q.  In  the  meantime  where  does  he  keep  his  money;  where  does  be 
have  it  for  safe-keeping  f — A.  In  the  chests. 

Q.  Carried  with  the  government! — A.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  f^resident's 
escort. 

Q.  Carried  along  with  the  archives! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  hostility  you  have  ever  discovered  Mnong  the  native 
population! — A.  The  Cuban  army! 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — A.  Oh,  no;  only  the  kindliest  of  feeling  prevails  between 
the  army  and  the  people.  I  have  never  been  able  to  discern  the  least 
trace  of  feeling  between  anyone  in  the  army  and  any  of  the  people. 

Q.  State  your  impression  as  to  the  affection  or  want  of  regard  on  the 
part  of  the  Cuban  rural  poi)ulation  for  the  cause  of  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence for  the  Cubans. — ^A.  Tliere  is  nothing  in  the  rural  population 
existing  excepting  the  kindliest  sentiment  and  the  warmest  feeing  for 
the  ultimate  freedom  of  Cuba. 

Q.  Are  they  willing  to  make  sacrifices! — A.  They  are  doing  it  every 
day.  Ik  it  no  sacrifice  for  a  man  to  have  his  house  destroyed,  his  prop- 
erty  all  gone  up  in  smoke,  to  be  compelled  to  go  tfi  the  woods  and  pat 
up  another  house!    That  has  been  done  by  almost  every  Cuban* 

Q.  And  still  they  adhere  to  their  demand  for  liberty! — A.  Yes,  sir; 
and  adhere  to  that  demand  in  stronger  terms  than  ever. 

Q.  You  do  not  find  the  feeling  for  liberty  and  independence  decreas- 
ing, but,  on  the  contrary,  increasing! — A.  It  is  increasing,  and  it  is  my 
impression  it  will  increase,  for  among  all  the  people  they  know  in  gen- 
eral terms  the  taxation  to  which  they  are  liable,  and  they  know  how 
much  heavier  that  taxation  must  be  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  increased 
debt. 

Q.  Has  the  paper  currency  now  being  circulated  in  Cuba,  what  we 
call  "  Weyler  currency,"  any  circulation  among  the  rural  people! — ^A. 
None  at  all. 

Q.  Not  considered  of  any  value! — A.  None  at  alL 

Q.  Their  currency  consists  of  gold  and  silver  coin! — ^A.  Entirely. 

Q.  The  Cuban  government  has  not  issued  any  currency! — ^A.  No^ 
sir;  no  bills  of  any  kind.    It  has  no  currency. 

Q.  How  are  the  soldiers  of  the  Cuban  army  paid! — ^A.  They  are  not 
paid ;  it  is  all  free,  voluntary  service  by  everybody  in  the  Cuban  army 
or  rank. 

Q.  They  expect  to  get  pay! — ^A.  When  freedom  is  declared,  bnt  not 
until  then. 

Q.  The  pay,  then,  consists  in  support  of  Hfe,  being  provided  with  arms 
and  a  horse  to  ride! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  such  clothes  as  can  be  had! — ^A.  As  can  be  obtained;  yes, 
sir.  The  president  will  endeavor  to  see,  of  course,  that  every  man  is 
clad  as  he  should  be. 

Q.  Are  there  regular  muster  rolls  kept  of  the  Cuban  republic! — ^A.  I 
believe  there  are. 

Q.  At  the  headquarters  of  the  government! — ^A.  No^sir;  I  think  not; 
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but  yet  I  do  not  positively  kiiow  about  that.  I  know  they  are  kept  by 
the  regimental  commanders,  but  whether  they  make  returns  to  the  civU 
goyemment  is  more  than  I  can  say.  I  know  this,  that  is,  that  the  gov- 
ernment has  a  list  of  every  officer  serving  on  the  island.  I  only  know 
that  through  my  desire  to  see  when  I  enlisted  in  the  service,  Manola 
Betancourt,  the  president's  secretary,  undertook  to  look  it  up  for  me, 
and  he  got  this  list  and  hunted  until  he  found  the  index,  when  he 
speedily  got  the  day  of  my  enlistment;  and  I  asked  him  then  if  he  had 
a  list  of  every  officer  in  the  island,  and  he  said  of  every  officer,  fix)m  a 
second  lieutenant  up,  is  in  this  list. 

Q.  In  going  about  with  the  government,  have  you  visited  and  exam- 
ined the  hospitals  in  Cubaf — ^A.  Several  times. 

Q.  Have  they  sufficient  hospitals  and  hospital  supplies  for  their 
army  t — ^A.  No,  sir.  In  hospital  buildings  they  have  an  abundance,  or 
they  could  secure  abundance,  but  in  hospital  supplies  they  are  very, 
very  deficient,  and  they  have  no  bandages.  This,  of  course,  is  to  be 
taken  as  my  last  experience  in  Ouba.  They  have  no  bandages,  they 
have  no  antiseptics,  they  have  no  chloroform  or  ether,  they  have  no 
surgical  instruments.  But  I  would  do  as  I  have  always  done  heretofore, 
in  case  of  necessity,  borrow  the  surgical  instruments  of  the  surgeon 
nearest  to  me  until  I  was  through  with  them,  and  then  return  them. 

Q.  Speaking  of  this  want  of  material,  instruments,  etc,  you  speak 
of  the  hospitfids.  The  surgeons  in  the  field  have  surgical  instruments 
and  some  supplies! — ^A.  Many  times  they  do  and  many  times  they  do 
not.  I  know  that  in  several  engagements,  two  in  special,  late  last  fall, 
there  were  no  surgical  instruments  and  no  supplies  of  any  kind,  and 
the  wounded  had  to  be  removed  a  number  of  leagues  distant  to  be 
cared  for,  and  when  they  got  there  they  had  nothing,  not  even  a  band- 
age, not  a  yard  of  bandaging,  to  care  for  them  with. 

Q.  How  are  the  wounded  transported  firom  one  place  to  another! — 
A.  Carried  in  hammocks. 

Q.  By  ment — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  foot  or  horseback  t — ^A.  Either  way.  Many  times  on  foot  by 
carriers,  and  other  times  they  have  the  hammocks  suspended  between 
two  horses,  and  carried  in  that  way. 

Q.  Under  these  very  unfavorable  conditions,  can  you  say  that  the 
service  of  the  Ouban  soldier  is  cheerful  and  active  t — ^A.  I  can  say  I  have 
never  seen  any  service  rendered  by  any  men  more  cheerfully  than  the 
service  rendered  by  the  Ouban  soldiers;  never. 

Q.  They  must  have  their  cause  very  much  at  heart  t — ^A.  I  believe 
they  have,  and  I  believe  they  will  have  that  cause  still  more  at  heart 
before  they  get  through. 

Q.  By  which  you  mean  that  they  do  not  intend  to  yield  t — A.  Yes, 
sir;  they  will  not  yield.  In  the  conversation  I  had  with  President 
Gisneros,  he  said  to  me  that  the  revolutionists  or  patriots  who  were  in 
the  field  would  not  accept  autonomy,  or  anything  which  could  be  offered 
by  the  Spanish  Gtovemment,  save  or  unless  it  was  freedom. 

Q«  This  was  in  response  to  a  question  you  asked  him  as  to  what  he 
thought  the  Oubans  would  accept  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  the  Spaniards  ever  go  about  singly  or  in  small  parties  in  the 
country  in  Oubat — ^A.  Ko,  sir. 

Q.  Why  nott — ^A.  The  Spanish  soldier  is  too  careful  of  himself.  He 
is  very  fearftd  of  being  injured.  The  smallest  party  going  out  is  about 
3,000  men,  from  2,000  to  4,000  usually. 

Q.  They  carry  with  them  no  transportation  for  provision  f — A.  Usu- 
s^y  they  have  a  few  horses  and  carry  their  provisions  on  their  backs, 
91^ 
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Q.  So  that  their  campaigns  away  from'  their  base  of  supplies  mast 
necessarily  be  short? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  interior  of  the  country,  except  when  these  columns  are 
moving,  is  practically  free  from  Spaniards? — A.  Yes,  sir« 

Q.  They  are  not  found  there  f — A.  They  are  never  found  at  alL  You 
will  never  find  one  or  two,  or  a  little  cluster  of  five  or  ten  here  and 
there.  You  will  find  the  guards  thrown  out  around  their  camp  and 
the  Spaniard  within  that  camp,  and  outside  none  at  alL 

Q.  How  far  out  are  those  guards? — A.  It  depends  on  the  location. 
If  it  be  hilly,  half  or  three-quaiijers  of  a  mile. 

Q.  But  they  do  not  picket  very  far  from  the  camp  t — A.  Oh,  no;  very 
close  to  it,  as  a  rule. 

Q.  About  what  proportion  of  the  Cuban  army  is  negroes! — ^A.  Well, 
I  should  say  less  than  50  per  cent.  I  do  not  know  how  much  less,  bat 
less  than  50  per  cent. 

Q.  As  a  rule,  are  the  negroes  under  white  officers,  white  Onban  offi- 
cers?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  good  soldiers? — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  good,  indeed;  and 
splendid  fighters,  too. 

Q.  Are  they  volunteers  in  the  proper  sense,  or  are  they  driven  into 
it? — A.  Nobody  is  driven.  You  can  not  drive  a  Cuban  to  do  a  thing 
and  force  him  to  do  it  continually. 

Q.  The  whole  Cuban  army  you  would  call  a  volunteer  organization  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  from  beginning  to  end.  There  is  nothing  in  the  army  to 
force  a  soldier  to  remain  if  he  does  not  want  to. 

Q.  You  mean  there  is  no  efibrt  at  coercion? — A.  None  at  alL  I  have 
seen  General  Garcia  in  Oriente  with  only  20  men  encamped  in  the  field, 
and  that  was  his  whole  force. 

Q.  Where  was  the  balance  of  the  army? — ^A.  Gone;  scattered  to 
their  homes  on  leaves  of  absence  for  two  weeks.  The  General  staj^ed 
around,  traveling  to  and  fro  to  while  away  the  time  for  those  two  weeks, 
waiting  for  the  army  to  come  together.  At  the  end  of  the  two  weeks 
the  army  began  assembliag  and  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  it  was  all 
there  and  Garcia  started  operations. 

Q.  Showing  it  was  purely  a  volunteer  army? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  that  indulgence  to  the  soldiers  destroy  discipline? — A.  Not 
a  particle. 

Q.  Take  it  at  large,  I  suppose  you  would  say  these  operations  of  the 
Cubans  and  these  military  organizations  are  not  only  volunteer,  but  all 
the  men  regard  it  as  their,  cause  and  their  fight? — ^A.  Every  last  man 
in  Cuba  regards  it  as  his  fight  and  his  cause,  without  regard  to  his 
neighbor,  and  he  fights,  and  fights  as  though  it  was  his  own  cause.  He 
does  as  much  damage  to  the  Spaniard  as  he  possibly  knows  how. 

Q.  Does  that  individually  and  also  in  the  collective  army? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  I  suppose,  from  the  account  I  have  heard,  that  there  is  a  large 
area  of  the  eastern  provinces  in  which  the  Spaniards  have  never  pene- 
trated.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  devoted  to  agriculture? — A.  To  agriculture  entirely. 

Q.  Any  stock  growing? — A.  Not  only  stock  growing,  but  vegetables 
for  the  use  of  the  army;  plantains,  yucca,  sweet  potatoes,  etc. 

Q.  Coffee? — ^A.  In  the  eastern  part  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  coffee  is 
grown  in  large  quantities;  in  Camaguey  none  whatever;  I  mean  no 
considerable  amount.  Of  course  you  may  find  in  the  rear  of  some  of 
the  houses  from  10  to  100  cofiee  trees,  and  they  are  bearingi  but  no 
considerable  amount  of  coffee  is  grown  in  Camaguey. 
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Q.  In  a  general  way,  is  the  Cuban  army  supplied  with  coffee? — ^A.  It 
is  not. 

Q.  Supplied  with  tobacco T — ^A.  Supplied Y  'So,  sir;  it  is  not.  The 
individoal  members  of  the  army  get  tobacco  occasionsilly. 

Q.  They  get  coffee  alsot — A.  Ko,  sir;  they  could  not,  as  a  rule.  I 
could  not  get  a  particle  of  coffee  for  four  months  that  I  was  with  the 
army.    I  could  not  get  a  drop;  could  not  buy  a  grain. 

Q.  Some  persons  speak  of  wild  coffee  trees  in  certain  portions  of 
Cuba*  Have  you  ever  come  across  themf — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  never  came 
across  any  of  them.  I  have  had  corn  coffee — coffee  made  from  corn — 
but  that  is  quite  a  rarity  to  some  of  us.  There  is  not  such  a  very  great 
difference  in  the  taste. 

Q.  Have  the  Cubans,  the  rural  population,  any  way  of  reducing  the 
sugar  cane  to  molasses  or  treacle  Y  Do  they  boil  it  down  and  make 
molassesl — A.  No,  sir;  there  is  no  cane  growiuj?  in  Cuba. 

Q.  Not  in  Gubat — ^A.  In  the  part  of  Cuba  I  have  been  in. 

Q.  They  do  not  grow  it  there  t — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  are  some  portions  devoted  to  sugar  and  some  to  tobacco 
and  coffee  t — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  it  exactly;  and  they  also  have  gardens 
devoted  to  the  use  of  the  household. 

Q.  Are  there  any  considerable  number  of  deserters  or  prisoners  taken 
from  the  Spaniards  engaged  in  the  eastern  provinces  in  stock  growing 
or  stock  herding f — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  Garcia  took  the  prisoners 
from  Wymero  and  sent  them  to  the  eastern  part  of  Oriente,  and  had 
them  engaged  in  tilling  the  crops,  and  for  all  I  know  they  are  there 
still,  tilling  the  crops,  but  it  is  the  only  instance  I  know  of.  I  know  it 
to  be  a  fact  that  the  Cuban  government  pays  every  deserter  so  much 
for  his  rifle.  When  he  deserts,  he  brings  his  rifle  and  ammunition  over 
to  the  Cubans  usaally,  and  I  know  his  rifle  is  taken,  and  he  is  paid  so 
much  in  gold  for  it. 

Q.  And  then  released t — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  can  do  as  he  desires;  he  can 
enter  any  branch  of  the  service  of  the  government  that  he  desires, 
without  a  question.  • 

Q.  So  he  can  become  a  Cuban  volanteer  or  not,  according  to  his  own 
fancy  as  to  what  he  wants  to  do  after  he  gets  with  them? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  say,  from  your  own  observation,  that  there  had  been 
much  of  this  desertion  from  the  Spanish  lines  Y — A.  I  have  had  very 
little  chance  of  seeing  the  deserters,  but  from — I  have  had  no  knowledge 
of  that  personally. 

Q.  What  is  your  information  Y — A.  From  my  information  from  other 
channels  I  should  say  there  was  considerable  desertion.  The  greatest 
number  of  deserters  I  ever  saw  was  nine  or  ten,  I  think,  come  in  at 
once,  and  they  all  got  somewhere  between  $14  and  $15  apic  ^e. 

Q.  I  gather  from  what  you  say  that  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Cuban 
generals  to  keep  their  troops  in  camp  unless  there  is  some  demonstra- 
tion about  to  be  made  by  the  enemy  Y — A.  That  is  a  fact. 

Q.  When  that  takes  place  they  are  quickly  summoned  and  put  to 
workY — ^A.  Instanter. 

Q.  But  that  this  dispersion  of  troops  does  not  at  all  disorganize  the 
army  nor  have  a  bad  effect  on  its  capacity  for  fighting  when  its  serv- 
ices are  needed  Y — ^A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  And  in  the  interim  these  Cubans  are  permitted  to  visit  their  fami- 
liesf — ^A«  Yes,  sir;  to  grow  their  crops  and  look  after  them. 

Q.  They  are  very  much  in  the  situation  the  rebels  were  during  the 
early  stage  of  the  revolution,  when  they  were  not  fighting  they  were 
^owed  to  go  home  and  look  after  their  families  Y — A.  Very  much. 
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Q.  And  they  would  oome  back  on  the  information  of  an  officer  to 
come  with  their  gnns  and  form  a  line  of  battle  and  go  to  workf — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  except  the  Cnbans  are  not  called  npon  to  form  a  line  of  battle  at 
all.  The  Spanish,  in  traversing  the  conntry,  usually  traverse  it  with  a 
powerful  column  and  the  Cubans  want  no  line  of  battle  at  all. 

Q.  They  want  to  fight  firom  cover f — ^A.  They  want  to  ambush  the 
Spanish.  The  Cubans  never  will  fight  an  open  fight,  for  the  reason 
that  the  Spanish  so  very  greatly  outnumber  them.  Why,  in  onr  escape 
from  Cuba,  in  rounding  Puerto  Principe,  there  was  a  column  of  5,000 
Spaniards  out,  and  they  were  confronted  by  all  the  force  they  had  in 
that  vicinity — all  the  men  they  could  get  together.  All  the  men  had 
gone  to  General  Oarcia  in  Oriente,  and  they  could  )nly  raise  60  men  to 
confront  5,000.  Of  course,  they  did  not  confront  them.  They  had 
several  little  tussles,  but  the  Cubans  were  concealed,  and  I  do  not 
blame  them  for  being  concealed. 

Q.  You  do  not  intimate  that  General  Garcia,  if  he  had  any  intention 
of  a  campaign,  could  summon  only  60  roenf — ^A.  Oh,  no.  GeneraJ 
Garcia  could  summon — I  will  not  say  how  many,  but  a  great  number 
of  men. 

Q.  Several  thousand Y — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  several  thousand;  and  have 
them  well  armed  and  equipped  with  plenty  of  ammunition. 

Q.  When  these  men  go  to  their  homes  in  this  interim,  do  they  take 
their  gnus  and  ammnnition  with  themt — A.  Yes,  sir;  all  the  soldier 
has  in  the  field  he  takes  to  his  home.  He  takes  them  with  care,  and 
looks  after  them,  oils  them,  cleans  them,  and  is  observing  them  every 
day.  Takes  them  down  during  the  rainy  season,  oils  them,  and  goes 
over  them  thoroughly  once  or  twice  a  week,  and  usually  works  the 
lock  or  trigger  to  see  that  all  is  right.  They  are  very  careful  with 
their  arms.  They  have  to  be  during  the  rainy  season,  or  they  would 
be  so  clogged  with  rust  as  to  be  unusable. 

Q.  The  rainy  season  is  on  now  T — A.  Yes,  sir ;  it  begins  the  latter  part 
of  May  and  extends  to  the  latter  part  of  October  or  first  of  November. 

Q.  You  have  been  cleaF4;hroagh  one  of  these  seasons  f — A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  effect  does  that  season  have  on  the  roads  t — ^A.  They  are 
horrible. 

Q.  Makes  them  impassable  f — A.  Almost  impassable.  In  places  the 
horses  will  go  in  up  to  their  knees  and  above.  I  have  gone  out  for  two 
honrs  on  horseback,  and  the  horse  was  walking,  and  it  was  the  hardest 
kind  of  walking  at  the  slowest  pace  possible.  We  would  be  over  a  little 
divide,  and  then  we  would  go  in  away  up  to  above  his  thighs,  and  the 
poor  beast  was  obliged  to  stop  and  rest  occasionally;  could  not  go  on. 

Q.  The  Spaniards,  as  I  understand  it,  in  their  movements  or  forays, 
confine  themselves  to  the  main  roadst — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  do  not  undertake  to  go  by  the  trails,  as  the  Cubans  dot — ^A. 
Very  rarely.  The  Cubans  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  country. 
They  can  eo  from  place  to  place  without  ever  once  touching  on  the  pub- 
lic road.  The  Spaniards  have  not  that  x>erfect  knowledge  of  the  oonn- 
try.  In  case  of  a  dispersion  of  a  little  cluster  of  Cubans,  say  thirty  or 
forty,  they  can  disperse  Immediately,  agreeing  to  rally  at  a  given  point, 
and  be  at  the  appointed  place  at  the  time  set.  In  case  l^e  Spaniards 
are  dispersed,  they  can  not  do  so;  they  have  not  that  knowledge  of  the 
country;  they  are  lost  and  done  for. 

Q.  In  this  rainy  season  are  the  trails  available! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  They  are  not  cut  up! — ^A.  They  are  cut  up,  but  still  passabia 

Q.  In  the  dry  season  how  are   these  great  national  roads  you 
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speak  oft — A.  The  great  national  roads  in  Oamagney  are  moderately 
good;  bat  I  have  seen  the  high  road  of  Gnba — I  have  seen  points  in 
that  where  yon  might  jnst  as  well  try  to  fly  as  to  get  a  wagon  (a  two- 
wheel  wagon,  I  mean)  over.  A  fonr-wbeel  wagon  is  simply  oat  of  the 
qaestion,  Yoa  coald  not  do  it.  The  royal  high  road  of  Cuba  is  sap- 
posed  to  be  calcalated  to  enable  one  to  pass  at  any  time. 

Q.  That  reaches  from  Havana  to A.  From  Havana  to  Gape 

Maisi«the  eastern  end  of  the  island. 

Q.  From  one  end  to  the  other!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  One  single  road f^A.  Yes,'sir. 

Q,  The  royal  high  roadf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  road  yoa  say,  even  in  dry  weather,  is  simply  impassa- 
ble at  times  1 — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  places  are  dae 
to  the  storms  that  have  washed  the  road  oat  or  whether  they  have 
always  been  there,  bat  1  have  seen  places  in  the  road  where  I  had  to 
dismoaut  and  let  my  horse  pick  his  way  alone.  I  was  afraid  to  stay 
on  his  back  for  fear  he  should  fall. 

Q.  Is  Oaba  a  very  stony  country! — A.  No,  sir;  it  is  not.  It  is  only 
in  these  one  or  two  spots  that  there  are  any  considerable  nnmber  of 
stones.  In  fact,  all  the  fields — ^looking  back  and  thinking  of  it,  I  do 
not  recollect  pa^ng  a  S-acre  field  of  stone  or  stony  coantry  while  I  was 
in  Gaba. 

Q«  Are  their  fields  or  farms  inclosed  with  fencing— A.  Yes,  sir; 
nsually  barbed  wire;  but  the  barbed  wire  has  mostly  been  destroyed — 
has  been  cat. 

Q.  So  that  cattle  now  are  all  loose  and  roam  at  large  thronghoat  the 
coantry! — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  horses  did  the  same  until  they  were  finally 
gathered  in  portreros  and  retained  there  for  the  ase  of  the  Gabans. 

Q.  Take  it  by  and  large,  what  kind  of  a  grazing  coantry  is  Gaba! — 
A.  A  magnificent  grazing  coantry.  The  grass  is  untritious  and  grows 
very,  very  high,  and  the  coantry  affords  grazing  ground  for  an  enormoas 
number  of  cattle. 

Q.  That  is  one  great  resoarce  of  the  Gabans!-  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  They  do  not  have  to  go  far  to  get  forage! — A.  It  is  a  godsend  to 
the  Gabans;  bat  late  last  fall  prairie  fires  began  to  start  here  and 
there  and  elsewhere,  and  by  and  by  there  was  no  grass  at  all.  For 
leagues  along  the  way  we  could  not  find  a  particle  of  grass.  The  ground 
is  as  black  as  your  hat  and  as  smooth  for  the  want  of  grass  as  that 
table.  Bat  now  the  grass  has  sprang  up  again,  and  now  you  can  obtain 
pasturage  for  your  horse  in  any  part  of  the  coantry;  but  then  you  had 
to  push  on  for  5  or  6  leagues  at  least  to  get  where  grass  was  to  be 
found. 

Q.  Do  the  Gubans  feed  their  horses  on  grain  at  all! — ^A.  So}  grass 
entirely.    In  La  Yillas  they  feed  their  horses  sugar  cane. 

Q.  Good  feed! — ^A.  Splendid.  They  give  them  sugar  cane  and  grass 
in  Camaguey,  and  in  Orieute  they  give  grass  only. 

Q«  The  cattle  Are  never  fed  anything! — ^A.  Never  at  all,  or  watered, 
except  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  has  a  well  and  a  pump  on  the  well  or 
a  bucket,  and  no  water  or  river  of  water  near.  He,  of  course,  will  fill 
the  water  trough  with  water,  and  the  cattle  will  come  in  and  drink 
ftom  it. 

Q.  Take  the  coantry  generally,  is  it  well  watered! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Good  water! — A.  Very  good,  indeed. 

Q.  What  is  the  efifect  on  the  rural  population  of  this  rainy  season; 
do  they  appear  to  have  worse  health  in  the  rainy  season! — A.  Not  a 
particle.  Their  health  appears  to  be  about  the  same  at  any  season, 
without  reference  to  the  season. 
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Q.  Is  it  good? — A.  Yes,  sir;  very  good,  indeed.  The  Oubaos  are 
carefal  not  to  expose  themselves,  very  carefhl;  they  do  not  expose 
themselves  any  more  than  they  are'  absolutely  compelled  to  do  to  these 
rains. 

Q.  Are  the  rains  warm  or  cold  f— A.  Usaally  warm,  bat  last  August 
there  was  oue  day  I  recollect  that  I  was  on  the  march,  and  I  got  about 
three-fourths  of  a  league  from  where  I  was  going  when  a  furious  storm 
broke.  I  was  in  the  midst  of  a  deep,  heavy  woods;  could  not  see  any 
sky  at  all  until  I  got  to  the  edge  of  the  clearing.  When  the  storm 
broke,  wasn't  that  water  coldf  I  thcfught  I  was  in  Iceland.  I  almost 
froze  before  I  got  to  a  house  a  half  a  league  from  there,  on  cleared 
ground.  I  was  wet  through  to  the  skin  in  about  a  second.  I  had  on 
very  light  clothing,  but  as  soon  as  I  got  there  I  changed  and  put  on  a 
little  heavier  clothing,  and  I  was  not  warm  even  then.  My  teeth  chat- 
tered and  I  shivered  and  shook  for  two  or  three  hours,  and  I  finally 
took  my  blanket  from  my  hammock  and  wrapped  that  about  my 
shoulders  to  try  and  keep  warm. 

Q.  That  is  only  an  occasional  thingf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  only 
time  during  the  entire  year.  1  simply  cited  that  to  show  that  they  do 
bave  such  things. 

Q.  A  man  who  is  not  acclimated  and  did  not  knoir  how  to  protect 
himself  under  those  circumstances  would  be  very  apt  to  be  very  sick  t — 
A.  Not  if  he  took  care  of  himself;  but  if  he  went  out  and  about  he 
might  have  the  fever. 

Q.  What  is  the  result  of  those  rains  on  an  unacclimated  person  t — 
A.  If  the^  have  no  hammock  and  no  house  to  shelter  in  it  is  bad; 
they  will,"as  sure  as  fate,  get  the  fever. 

Q.  Is  most  of  the  fever  in  Cuba  yellow  fever! — A.  Yellow  fever  is 
the  principal  fever  that  is  fatal,  but  I  have  never  seen  a  case  among 
the  rural  Cubans. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  smallpox? — ^A.  Two  or  three  cases  only. 

Q.  Do  they  take  precautions  against  smallpox!  Are  they  vacci* 
nated  f — A  Ko,  sir ;  because  they  have  no  vaccine  matter,  but  they  take 
precautioufc^  by  isolating  the  patient  and  nurse  and  keeping  them 
isolated. 

Q.  They  are  careful  about  itt — ^A.  They  are  as  careful  as  they  can 
be,  and  immediately  following  the  recovery  or  death  of  the  person  from 
the  smallpox  the  house  and  its  contents  are  burned. 

Q.  The  habitations  of  the  rural  portion  of  Ouba,  of  what  are  tfiey 
constructed? — A.  Of  the  palm  leaf  almost  entirely.  They  take  several 
poles,  or  sticks,  if  you  will,  and  plant  them  in  the  ground  at  regular 
intervals,  and  over  these  they  lash  other  poles  with  thongs  taken  from 
the  trees  and  from  wild  vines,  and  on  those  poles  they  place  palm  leaves 
for  the  roof. 

Q.  Thatch  them? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  that  make  a  good  protection? — A.  Yes,  sir;  splendid.  In 
fact,  I  do  not  recollect  being  in  a  house  in  Guba  thAt  leaked,  unless  it 
had  a  hole  in  the  roof  such  as  you  put  your  head  through  or  something 
of  that  kind. 

Q.  They  have  no  chimneys? — ^A.  Hfo,  sir. 

Q.  Do  their  cooking  outdoors? — A..  Yes,  sir;  or  else — we  will  say  here 
is  the  house  [indicating] — they  will  leave  this  part,  have  a  little  parti- 
tion across  the  center,  and  this  part  is  entirely  open;  no  walls. 

Q.  A  shed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  in  that  corner  they  will  have  a  ftre^or 
in  case  it  is  a  large  place  and  has  several  of  these  houses,  this  portion 
is  inclosed  with  a  roof  and  has  sides.    In  case  they  have  several,  they 
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bave  a  little  place  beside  it  that  they  will  use  for  a  cook  house,  with  a 
fireplace  constructed  in  the  center,  but  with  no  chimney  or  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Q.  Ton  speak  of  the  sides  of  an  inclosed  house.  Is  that  composed 
of  palm  leaves f — ^A.  Entirely. 

Q.  That  is  the  chief  material  for  the  construction  of  houses! — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  it  grow  abundantly? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  palm  trees. 

Q.  Are  these  palm  leaves  cut  and  dried  for  this  purpose! — ^A.  They 
are  cut  and  allowed  to  remain  in  the  sun  to  dry  for  a  number  of  days 
before  they  are  used. 

Q.  It  makes  them  tough! — A.  I  do  not  know  how  it  makes  them, 
but  they  make  a  good  roof— a  very  good  roof. 

Q.  Do  yon  suppose,  in  times  of  peace,  that  the  rural  population  of 
Ouba  live  with  any  degree  of  comfort! — A.  I  think  they  did,  in  times 
of  peace.  From  what  I  have  seen  of  them  in  times  of  war,  and  com- 
paring the  life  they  now  lead,  I  should  say  they  must  lead  better  lives 
in  times  of  peace. 

Q«  An  abundant  supply  of  food! — A^  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them  have 
an  abundant  supply  now. 

Q.  Fruits  abound! — A.  Very,  very  many. 

Q.  In  great  varieties! — A.  Yes,  sir.  The  mango  was  becoming  ripe 
when  I  left  Ouba,  and  I  have  no  doubt  everybody  there  is  now  eating 
them. 

Q.  Are  they  very  nutritions! — A.  Very.,  It  is  a  fact  that  during 
the  last  war  the  entire  army  was  given  40  mangoes  a  day  and  nothing 
else. 

Q.  For  rations!^— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  does  that  crop  last! — A.  Four  or  five  months. 

Q.  In  the  wet  or  dry  season! — A.  In  the  wet. 

Q.  It  comes  in  the  wet  season  particularly! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  principal  cropping  done  during  the  wet  or  dry  season! — A. 
I  do  not  know  how  that  is;  I  have  never  seen  them  during  a  time  of 
peace.    I  should  say,  as  a  rule,  in  the  wet  season  the  crops  grow  best. 

Q.  And  ripen  at  the  end  of  it! — A.  Yes,  sir;  by  the  end  of  it  they 
are  thoroughly  ripe,  and  harvested. 

Q.  I  should  suppose  it  does  not  require  much  physical  labor  to  secure 
a  living. — A.  No,  sir;  if  you  merely  disturb  the  ground  and  drop  a 
little  seed  that  seed  will  grow  if  you  never  touch  the  ground  again. 
It  MS  not  necessary  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  ground,  plowing  it,  and 
going  over  it  continually  with  the  harrow,  as  in  the  north. 

Q.  Taking  it  all  together,  in  its  animal  life,  its  vegetable  productions, 
its  fruits,  and  its  grasses,  you  would  say  Cuba  is  an  unusually  abundant 
country! — A.  Cuba  is  a  paradise;  Cuba  is  a  paradisein  times  of  peace. 

Q.  Is  it  a  pretty  country! — A.  Indeed  it  is.  Eiding  along  the  road, 
to^he  right  side  or  to  the  left,  you  will  see  the  elevations  looming  in 
the  distance,  and  they  are  covered  with  forests,  light  or  dark  green,  and 
it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  sights  or  outlooks  one  can  see.  Again, 
without  hesitancy,  you  are  between  rows  of  trees  and  in  a  dense,  dark 
shade,  terribly  warm  in  the  sun,  and  yet  in  the  shade  very  nice  and 
cool,  and  you  have  good  herba  or  grass  for  your  horse,  and  the  scenery 
on  some  of  the  lakes  is  most  beautiful. 

Q.  Taking  the  climate  of  Ouba,  during  the  wet  and  dry  seasons, 
should  you  say  it  was  agreeable! — A.  Very  agreeable,  taking  the  year 
round.  Of  course,  during  the  rainy  season  it  is  too  wet,  and  during  the 
hot  season  too  dry. 
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Q.  Too  dry  and  too  wett— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  should  say  the  dimate  ii 
all  that  could  be  desired  of  any  climate. 

Q.  I  do  not  know  whether  yon  have  thought  abont  it  or  not,  bat  how 
do  yon  account  for  the  fact  that  the  Spanish  navy  has  made  so  few  Gai>* 
tures  of  expeditionsf — A.  I  can  not  account  for  it  The  only  expedi- 
tion they  have  captured  is  that  of  the  Competitor ^  and  that  was  merely 
a  little  sailing  boat,  that  could  not  do  anything  in  the  nature  of  getting 
out  of  the  way.  They  surely  have  the  gunboats,  but,  I  believe,  one 
trouble  is,  or  has  been  heretofore,  that  they  have  not  cleaned  the  bot- 
tom of  their  gunboats  for  several  years'  time,  and  the  result  is  they 
have  got  barnacles  and  one  thing  and  another  on  the  bottoms  of  th^r 
boats  until  they  can  hardly  see  them. 

Q.  When  you  escaped  from  Ouba  you  came  off  in  a  common  boatt — 
A.  Fot  in  a  gunboat;  a  16-foot,  small  sailboat. 

Q.  How  many  days  were  you  outt — ^A.  Four  days.  We  landed  at 
Nassau. 

Q.  Did  you  come  across  any  war  ships  t — ^A.  Not  a  one.  Did  not 
have  a  sight  of  a  Spaniard  or  a  Spanish  ship,  and  I  thank  the  Liord  we 
didn't.  1  had  no  desire  that  we  should  see  them.  I  was  praying,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  would  remain  out  of  sight. 

Q.  I  suppose,  therefore,  that  communication  between  Cuba  and  the 
outside  world — the  different  islands  of  the  Caribbean  Sea  and  theUnited 
States — ^is  practically  openf — ^A.  Well,  it  is  open,  and  yet  at  the  same 
time  it  is  closed,  for  the  reason  that  you  wiU  not  find  a  man  willing  to 
make  that  trip  from  choice.  If  he  is  ordered  to  go,  that  is  different, 
but  he  will  not  take  it  from  choice.  In  that  direction  I  can  say  I  wrote 
home,  on  an  average,  about  once  every  second  week  all  the  time  I  was 
in  Cuba,  and  I  thought  my  mother  wrote  to  me.  I  did  not  know  any* 
thing  about  it,  but  she  had  said  in  one  of  her  letters  that  she  would 
write  to  me.  But  I  looked  in  vain  for  a  letter  from  August  until  Feb- 
ruary, and  then  I  received  two,  one  announcing  my  brother's  death  and 
calling  me  home.  I  got  home  and  found  that  just  about  the  time  I 
ceased  hearing  from  home  they  had  not  heard  from  me,  and  they  had 
not  heard  anything  from  last  August  until  they  received  a  telegram 
announcing  that  I  was  in  this  country,  and  saw  an  interview  published 
in  the  paper. 

Q.  Through  what  channels  did  you  receive  these  letters  that  yon  did 
receive? — A.  I  do  not  know;  they  were  all  addressed  to  the  junta  in 
New  York  to  be  forwarded. 

Q.  They  were  addressed  to  yout — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  received  them 
until  last  August,  when  everything  stopped. 

Q.  When  you  sent  the  letters  did  you  send  them  through  the  Span- 
ish post-ofiBcesT — A«  At  times.  Sometimes  I  sent  them  that  way  and 
they  went  through  without  trouble,  and  at  other  times  they  were  never 
heard  from.  Sometimes  they  were  sent  to  neighboring  islands  in  small 
boats,  such  as  we  escaped  on. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance  from  Puerto  Eico  to  Cubat — ^A.  I  do  pot 
know,  nor  do  I  know  what  the  distance  is  from  Nassau  to  Cuba. 

Q.  Since  you  have  been  in  Cuba  have  you  either  known  or  heard  ot 
any  cruelty  being  practiced  by  the  Cubans  upon  Spanish  prisoners  Y— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Is  either  know  nor  heard  of  it  t — ^A.  No,  sir;  neither  have  I  known 
or  heard  of  any  cruelty  by  any  Cuban  toward  any  Spanish,  or  Cuban 
either. 

Q.  If  such  thing  had  occurred  you  would  have  known  of  itl — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  would  have  heard  it.  It  would  have  been  heralded  and  blazoned 
over  the  camp  as  publicly  as  if  in  the  newspaper.    Everybody  would 
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liave  been  literally  filled  with  talk  of  that  cmelty  toward  a  prisoner. 
But  that  is  not  so  on  the  other  side.  I  have  heard  of  many,  many 
stories  of  cmelty  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  although  I  have  seen 
none.  At  the  siege  of  Wymero,  which  was  taken  by  Garcia  by  storm 
last  November,  at  the  siege  of  that  town,  there  was  the  commandant 
of  the  town  and  15  or  18  soldiers  wounded,  some  very  seriously,  some 
comparatively  slightly.  What  did  Oarcia  dof  He  sent  word  to  the 
nearest  Spanish  fort  that  he  had  such  a  number  of  wounded  men,  and 
that  they  were  at  liberty  to  send  tor  them  an  unarmed  force,  to  get 
those  wounded  men,  and  in  time  the  unarmed  men  showed  up  at  the 
camp.  Garcia  promised  they  would  be  respected,  and  they  were 
respected,  and  not  only  so,  but  those  men  and  their  wounded  compan- 
ions were  escorted  back  to  their  camp  by  two  companies  of  Cubans,  to 
see  that  no  wandering  band  of  Cubans  inflicted  any  damage  on  them. 
What  would  have  been  the  result  if  the  Spanish  had  captured  that 
number  of  wounded  meuf  Would  they  have  sent  them  into  the  Cuban 
camp!  I^ot  by  several  degrees.  They  would  have  bayoneted  them 
all  or  hammered  all  semblance  of  humanity  out  of  their  faces  with  the 
butts  of  their  muskets. 

After  having  read  and  corrected  the  foregoing  statement  I  sign  the 
same,  under  oath. 

Habbt  W.  Danfoeth,  M.  D. 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  2^  1897. 
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STATEMENT  OF  MB.  C.  F.  KOOP,  FEBBUABT  21,  I89a 

Examination  by  Senator  MoBaAN: 

Q.  Please  state  your  name,  age,  and  place  of  residence. — ^A.  G.  F. 
Koopy  39  years  of  age,  and  resident  of  Boston^  Mass. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Boston? — ^A.  Fifteen  years. 

Q.  What  bas  been  your  occupation  there? — ^A.  I  am  in  the  tobacco 
business. 

Q.  Buying  and  selling  tobacco,  or  manufacturing  it? — A.  Buying  and 
selling  the  raw  material. 

Q.  Have  you  had  trade  in  Cuba? — ^A.  Yes;  all  the  time,  more  or  less. 

Q.  Has  it  been  at  any  time  extensive? — A.  Quite  extensive. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  been  to  Guba  before  your  last  visit? — ^A.  Yes;  two 
or  three  times. 

Q.  Do  you  speak  Spanish  fluently? — ^A.  I  speak  Spanish;  I  oan  not 
say  that  1  speak  it  fluently. 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  tobacco  districts  in  Guba? — A.  Vnelta« 
Abija,  and  Santa  Clara. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  travel  over  this  district  before  your  last  visit? — ^A 
Once  before,  but  not  as  extensively  as  I  did  this  time. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  your  last  visit  to  Guba? — ^A.  I  got  there  on 
the  6th  of  January. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave?— A.  I  left  on  the  12th  of  February,  a  week 
ago  last  Saturday. 

Q.  How  did  you  occupy  your  time  while  you  were  in  Cuba? — A. 
Largely,  of  course,  looking  after  my  business,  and  in  traveling  througb 
the  island  from  one  point  to  another. 

Q.  Did  you  travel  on  passes? — A.  'So,  sir;  on  money. 

Q*  I  didn't  mean  that.  Did  you  have  a  permit? — ^A.  Yes;  I  had  my 
passport,  having  been  told  that  it  was  absolutely  unnecessary  for  an 
American  to  have  any  special  pass. 

Q.  Gould  you,  with  the  passports,  have  had  access  to  the  lines  of  the 
insurgents? — A.  No,  I  could  not;  not  without  some  difficulty. 

Q.  Would  the  Spanish  troops  allow  you  to  pass  out? — A.  No,  the 
Spanish  troops  would  not  allow  you  to  pass  out. 

Q.  Would  the  insurgents  have  been  willing  to  receive  you? — A.  Yes. 
I  have  met  the  insurgents  in  various  districts.  If  I  went  to  the  lines 
of  the  insurgents,  outside  of  the  military  lines  of  the  Spanish  army,  I 
would  have  had  to  do  it  through  a  great  deal  of  maneuvering  and 
difficulty. 

Q.  Gan  you  give  us  a  statement  of  your  itinerary  through  the  different 
provinces? — A.  Well,  I  left  Havana  the  very  day  after  I  arrived  from 
New  York,  and  the  first  stop  I  made  at  that  time  was  at  Gardena^ 
which  is  not  a  tobacco-growing  place  or  situated  in  a  tobacco-growing 
district.  I  went  there  to  consult  with  the  man  from  whom  I  bought 
some  property.    I  stayed  there  two  days. 

Q.  Now,  how  far  is  Gardenas  from  Havana? — ^A.  AbontlGO  miles. 

Q.  Did  you  And  the  country  in  cultivation? — A.  Absolutely  none, 
except  around  military  towns. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  population  at  Gardenas? — A. 
Something  horrible;  something  beyond  all  description. 

Q.  Do  you  apply  that  to  the  reconcentrados  as  well  as  to  the  people 
who  are  not  afi'ected  by  that  order? — A.  I  apply  tiiat  strictly  to  Uie 
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reooncentrados,  becaose  the  condition  of  the  other  class  of  the  popula- 
tion is  altogether  difiereu t.    They  have  something  on  which  to  live ;  they 
liave  their  homes,  toa.    The  number  of  reooncentrados  forced  into  Oar- 
:  '^  denas  amounts  to  35,000,  out  of  which  about  26,000  have  died. 

Q.  What  you  saw,  then,  was  a  people  in  a  very  pitiable  and  starving 
condition  t — ^A.  Yes.  At  one  time  I  saw  a  woman  lying  in  a  doorway 
in  Cardenas  with  two  dead  children  lying  in  her  arms,  and  herse^  abso- 
lutely unable  to  speak,  or  even  make  a  motion.  She  was  in  the  last 
stages  of  starvation. 

Q*  What  doorway  was  thatT — ^A.  I  don't  ^now  exactly:  but  it  was 
'  on  one  of  the  leading  streets  there.  I  can  not  exactly  aescribe  the 
doorway.  Then  again,  I  saw  four  or  five  crazy  men — ^lunatics — who 
'  Tvere  chattering,  laughing,  crying,  cursing-^horrible  beyond  descrip- 
tion. And  inquiring  what  brought  them  to  that  crazy  state  from  an  in- 
dividual in  the  Hotel  Union  there,  I  was  told  that  it  was  brought  on 
tbem  by  starvation,  mainly.  With  one  of  them  it  was  the  result  of 
finding  his  whole  family  starved,  and  he  not  able  to  help  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  benevolent  offerings  of  the 
United  States  had  reached  Cardenas  yet  while  you  were  there f — ^A. 
No.  they  had  not. 

Q.  Gan  you  state  any  fact  which  will  show  that  they  had  nott — ^A.  I 
i^as  informed  by  prominent  American  officers  that  they  did  not  have 
even  enough  to  reach  over  the  city  of  Havana.  Nothing  came  outside 
of  the  city  of  Havana  while  I  was  there, 

Q.  In  what  kind  of  habitations  do  these  people  at  Cardenas  dwell  t — 
A«  They  live  in  straw  huts,  as  you  might  call  them,  built  up  from  the 
ground  about  7  feet  high,  and  covered  with  straw.  They  are  built  like 
an  ^^  A"  tent  and  are  called  %to«. 

Q.  While  in  Cardenas  did  you  note  what  was  called  <<  the  zone  of 
cultivation "t — A.  I  noticed  it  very  distinctly  in  going  into  the  city  on 
the  railroad  and  in  walking  about  the  country.  It  is  on  the  other  side 
of  a  military  line  and  is  called  zone  of  cultivation,  and  no  one  is  allowed 
to  go  outside. 

Q«  Inside  of  that  zone  was  there  any  cultivation  f — ^A.  It  was  filled 
with  huts,  and  not  much  room  for  cultivation. 

Q.  Were  there  any  crops  growing  T — A.  No.  There  was  no  room. 
There  were  a  few  gardens,  and  little  ones  at  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  vegetables  growing! — A.  Yes;  something  of 
that  kind,  but  very  meager;  not  even  enough  for  a  population  of  2,000, 
mnch  less  a  population  of  60,000  or  70,000. 

Q.  From  its  appearance  would  you  snpi>ose  or  would  you  judge  that 
that  agricultural  zone  around  Cardenas  would,  if  ctdtivated  to  its 
fullest  extent,  enable  the  reooncentrados  who  are  upon  it  to  livef — A. 
Simply  imx>08sible. 

Q.  I  suppose  Cardenas  is  a  fortified  town. — A.  It  is.  It  is  a  seaport 
town  and  is  also  fortified  with  blockhouses  in  the  rear,  and  has  also 
one  or  two  small  forts  there. 

Q.  You  spent  two  days,  I  believe  you  said,  in  Cardenas t — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  During  that  time  did  you  observe  that  there  was  any  business 
being  carried  on  from  the  outside! — A.  Very  little  indeed.  Every  man 
whom  I  interviewed,  from  the  hotel  men  to  the  ship  brokers,  said  that 
business  was  absolutely  at  a  standstill. 

Q.  Was  the  gentleman  you  went  there  to  see  one  of  your  customers 
or  correspondents! — A.  He  was.  He  was  the  man  from  whom  I  bought 
property. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  before! — A.  I  did. 


460  AFFAIRS   IN  CUBA. 

Q.  What  was  Lis  condition  as  regards  basinessf — ^A.  He  was  a  maa 
who  was  at  one  time  very  well  off,  and  even  now  has  some  proj^erty 
and  manages  to  get  along  rather  well. 

Q.  If  I  get  a  correct  idea  of  yoar  statements,  the  land  between 
Havana  and  Gardenas  was  a  waste,  and  the  conntry  around  Cardenas 
a  wastef  — A.  Yes.  I  will  give  you  a  fuller  description.  On  my  jour- 
ney I  passed  through  the  following  towns:  The  first  one  of  any  impor- 
tance was  Jocoro,  and  the  condition  around  there  was  pitiable,  the 
children  and  women  gathering  around  the  depot  and  asking  for  pennies 
and  tbr  bread  and  crying  jp^ith  hunger.  It  was  too  horrible  to  describe. 
The  next  town  of  any  importance  was  Bainda,  and  the  condition  there 
was  the  same.  The  next  town  was  Aggucata,  of  seven  or  eight  thou- 
sand population,  and  into  this  town  were  forced  10,000  reconcentrados. 
The  condition  in  this  town  was  something  terrible,  and  I  understood 
from  the  conductor  of  the  train  that  in  this  town  out  of  10,000  popula- 
tion only  about  2,000  lived. 

The  next  town  was  a  small  one — ^Empline — which  was  in  the  same 
condition  as  the  others,  the  women  and  children  running  around  the 
depot  begging.  The  next  one  was  Mocha.  This  is  a  very  large  town, 
and  into  it  had  been  forced  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  reconoenti^os, 
and  very  few  of  them  lived.  I  remember  we  had  to  lay  over  there  for 
half'an  hour,  and  I  got  out  and  examined  some  of  the  huts.  They 
were  all  scattered  along  the  railroad  track,  hundreds  of  them  in  a  row. 
I  went  through  a  great  many  rows,  and  looked  into  a  great  many  of  the 
huts.  They  were  empty,  their  occupants  having  died.  About  one-fourth 
of  the  huts  were  occupied  and  the  rest  unoccupied.  The  next  town 
was  Matanzas. 

Q.  As  you  have  mentioned  Matanzas,  please  to  describe  on  your 
visits  there  what  you  saw. — A.  Matanzas  is  one  of  the  worst  towns  on 
the  whole  island.    It  has  a  population  of  70,000. 

Q.  Is  it  a  fortified  town! — A.  Yes;  it  has  a  very  large  harbor,  and 
in  ordinary  times  does  a  good  business — sugar  business  especially, 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  business  as  you  observed  at  the  time  of 
your  visit f — A.  Absolutely  at  a  standstill.  Everything  in  the  way  of 
manufacturing  is  at  a  standstill,  and  the  condition  of  the  reconcentra- 
dos  in  Matanzas,  what  there  is  left  of  them,  is  about  as  bad  as  you 
will  find  anywhere  on  the  island. 

Q.  How  many  had  been  assembled  there f — A.  Somewhere  between 
35,t)U0  and  40,000. 

Q.  How  many  were  left  when  you  were  there T — ^A,  About  8,000  or 
9,000. 

Q.  Ton  saw  tbemT — ^A.  I  did.  As  I  have  said,  at  every  railroad  sta- 
tion crowds  of  women  and  children  gatheied  around  and  begged  for 
money  and  for  bread.    It  is  an  everyday  experience. 

Q.  What  they  live  upon,  I  suppose,  is  almsT — A.  Alms,  yes;  which 
they  get  from  strangers  passing  through  the  towns.  The  Government 
is  not  making  any  attempt  to  feed  them,  and  the  local  people  there  are 
in  such  a  condition  that  there  are  few  of  them  who  are  able  to  give  any- 
thing: and  those  who  would  have  been  able  to  give  them  something 
have  left  the  country.  In  fact,  that  is  the  same  story  of  a  great  many 
towns.  The  people  who  live  there  and  belong  there  are  i>oor  them- 
selves, and  are  not  able  to  help  these  people  even  if  they  wanted  to. 

Q.  Now,  about  the  *<  zone  of  cultivation"  around  Matanzas t — ^A.  The 
^^zone  of  cultivation"  around  Matanzas  is,  of  course,  oonsiderably  larger 
than  around  the  other  towns,  but  in  proi)ortion  to  the  population  there 
is  in  Matanzas  to  the  proportion  of  reconcentrados  who  have  been 
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forced  in  there  it  is  even  Binaller,  I  presame,  than  in  some  of  the  other 
towns.  Into  that  town  of  70,000  population  were  forced  35,000  or  40,000, 
and  that  is  qnite  an  addition  to  a  town,  and  for  that  reason  the  line  of 
cultivation,  while  it  is  larger  than  in  other  towns,  is  simply  insufficient 
i'or  such  a  population  as  there  is  there. 

Q.  Gould  you  see  from  appearances  that  the  population  of  reconcen- 
trades  were  really  deriving  any  support  from  these  cultivation  zones  f — 
A,  It  is  hard  to  tell  who  receives  the  benefit  from  these  cultivation 
zones.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  most  of  the  products  from  these 
cultivation  zones  were  supplied  to  the  city  markets.  They  had  not 
much  of  a  chance  to  cultivate  anything.  What  they  do  cultivate  is 
done  practically  in  the  street.  Between  every  row  of  huts  there  is  a 
road  about  twenty  feet  wide,  and  along  in  that  road,  in  what  you  might 
really  call  the  street,  I  have  seen  them  try  to  plant  potatoes,  etc.  I 
have  at  various  times  tried  to  find  out  where  the  vegetables,  etc.,  which 
were  raised  inside  the  military  zone  went,  but  was  never  able  to  find 
ont.    I  was  always  told  that  they  were  sent  to  the  markets. 

Q.  Was  that  supply  of  any  real  consequence  toward  the  support  of 
tbe  population  t — A.  It  was  absolutely  insufficient.  In  all  my  experi- 
ences with  the  living  expenses  in  the  interior  of  Cuba,  I  will  say  that 
it  18  something  phenomenal,  and  altogether  beyond  the  reach  of  ordi- 
nary individuals.  I  have  paid  at  various  times  25  cents  for  a  little 
piece  of  bread  which  weighed  not  more  than  t^o  ounces.  For  two  eggs 
aiid  rice  I  have  paid  anywhere  from  50  to  75  cents;  and  for  a  small 
piece  of  ice,  such  as  yon  would  want  for  your  glass  of  water,  I  have 
paid  25  cents.  Beef  and  other  meats,  if  they  have  any,  is  enormously 
high  in  price  and  absolutely  unfit  to  eat.  The  only  thing  they  have 
there  on  which  you  could  really  live  is  rice  and  eggs,  and  occasionally 
some  potatoes;  but  they  are  all  very  expensive. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  incidents  attending  your  visit  at  Matanzas 
that  will  throw  any  light  on  the  condition  of  the  people  there t — A. 
Well,  I  did  not  stay  so  very  long  at  Matanzas,  although  I  was  there 
three  difiTerent  times — merely  stopping  ofi'  to  take  the  next  train — and  I 
did  not  look  around  so  very  mach;  not  so  much  as  I  did  at  other  towns. 

Q.  Proceed. — A.  Onanbama  is  a  town  of  8,000  or  10,000  population. 
This  is  another  miserable  town,  and  the  affairs  there  are  in  a  very  bad 
state.  A  great  many  were  driven  in  there,  bnt  I  have  not  the  exact 
figures,  having  given  it  to  a  party  in  Havana,  and  kept  no  copy. 

Q.  Now,  is  that  in  the  sugar  districts — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  business  going  on  in  Guanbamat — ^A.  Abso- 
lutely none;  and  the  condition  there  was  the  same  as  in  the  other 
towns;  women  and  children  gathering  around,  all  in  a  starving  condi- 
tion, begging  for  bread.  The  next  place  was  Limonar.  That  was 
another  place  in  which  the  condition  was  very  bad.  I  passed  lots  of 
small  places  of  which  I  made  no  note.  Next  place  was  Goliso,  which 
also  was  in  a  very  bad  state.  The  next  place  was  Jovejouna,  a  railroad 
center  where  you  change  cars  for  Santa  Clara,  Cardenas,  and  other 
places;  and  I  have  passed  through  that  place  seven  or  eight  times  on 
my  travels  on  the  island,  and  during  these  visits  I  have  had  several 
times  a  lay  over  of  half  an  hour,  and  during  that  time  would  go  and 
investigate  the  huts. 

I  found  them  to  be  in  horrible  shape  there.  The  town  has  a  popula- 
tion of,  I  think,  10,000,  and  the  amount  of  concentrados,  I  was  told, 
amounted  to  as  many  as  the  population.  I  was  informed  that  very  few 
of  them  lived,  the  death  rate  being  phenomenal.  And  there,  also,  you 
could  see  half-naked  women  and  children  in  a  starving  condition,  their 
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feet  and  stomachs  swollen.  After  stadying  the  disease  one  eould  es- 
calate about  how  long  they  wonld  live  in  that  condition.  I  recall  anot  her 
incident.  In  getting  into  Jovejoana  there  was,  as  nsaal,  a  crowd  of 
women  and  children  begging;  and  foor  or  five  little  girls  Citme  tbroo^'^b 
the  train  begging.  They  ranged  from  three  to  six  years  of  age.  In  tbr 
car  was  a  Spanish  officer,  and  as  the  little  girls  went  by  one  of  tht-m 
brashed  against  him,  and  he  immediately  turned  and  kicked  her  in  the 
stomach,  knocking  her  over,  and  in  falling  she  knocked  over  the  one 
next  to  her,  and  so  on  until  all  five  of  the  little  girls  fell  down  in  the 
aisle. 

It  was  so  brutal  that  I  felt  like  throwing  him  out  of  the  window,  bar 
of  course  had  to  restrain  myself.  Quintana  was  another  town  ab<u]t 
which  about  the  same  story  is  to  be  told.  It  is  not  so  large  as  son^e  of 
the  other  towns.  The  next  town  is  Precio.  I  went  throng^h  it  also. 
The  next  town  Eeta  Mai.  The  next  one  Agnica.  The  next  is  Mag^aj^a, 
and  the  next  Alvarez.  At  the  last-named  place  the  condition  was  poor— 
a  large  amount  of  concentration  to  a  small  {population,  and  nothing  left 
of  them.  The  next  town  is  Modoza.  The  next  Santo  Domingo,  a  rail- 
road center,  where  you  change  cars,  and  which  is  in  very  i)Oor  ©ondition. 
You  have  all  read  the  story  of  it  sent  here  by  Mr.  Pepper.  That  is  the 
true  story,  and  I  indorse  Pepper's  story  of  that  and  of  other  placets  in 
Cuba  as  being  correct.  Esperanza  is  a  very  bad  place.  Before  the  w;ir 
it  was  a  thriving  place;  but  now  there  is  nothing  going  on  whatever. 
The  next  place  is  Santa  Clara,  which  is  the  capital  of  Santa  Clara  Prov- 
ince, and  military  headquarters  for  that  province  also.  It  is  a  town  nf, 
ordinarily,  a  population  of  fifteen  to  eighteen  thousand,  and  into  that 
city  were  driven  something  like  12,000  concentrados. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  when  you  visited  it! — ^A.  How  many  reccm- 
cen trades  f  I  have  the  exact  figures.  Out  of  that  number  7,829  have 
died. 

Q.  From  whom  did  yon  get  this  information? — A.  Eight  from  the 
judge  of  the  civil  court.  He  has  to  issue  certificates  for  burial  for  every- 
one who  dies. 

Q.  The  account  you  got  was  of  those  who  had  been  buried  according 
to  law? — A.  According  to  law,  yes;  entirely. 

Q.  For  everyone  of  them  a  certificate  of  bnrial  has  been  issued,  and 
doubtless  very  many  not  included  ? — A.  Yes;  a  great  manynot  included, 
they  being  carted  oft'  and  buried,  and  we  never  see  or  hear  of  them. 

Q.  Nobody  ever  knows  who  they  are? — A,  No;  they  are  gone  and 
that's  all.  In  the  State  of  Santa  Clara  I  saw  so  much  suft'ering  and  so 
many  horrible  sights  that  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  any  nse  in 
relating  any  of  them. 

Q.  You  can  state  some  of  the  instances  which  impressed  you  as  being 
characteristic  of  the  situation. — A.  One  of  the  saddest,  if  not  the  sad- 
dest, sight  1  saw  was  the  case  of  a  woman  who  stood  in  front  of  a 
hotel  in  Santa  Clara,  and  who  dropped  dead  when  I  handed  her  a  piece 
of  bread.    That  was  the  saddest  sight  I  saw  on  the  whole  trip. 

Q.  Did  she  undertake  to  eat  it?— A,  She  dropped  the  baby  which 
she  had  in  her  arms,  grabbed  the  piece  of  bread  which  I  handed  lier, 
drove  her  teeth  into  it  and  fell  over  dead.  She  had  a  baby  in  her  arms 
and  two  little  children  hanging  on  to  her  skirts. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  baby  she  let  drop? — ^A.  The  baby  died  that 
night  or  the  next  morning.  I  found  out  in  the  morning  that  it  had 
died ;  and  the  other  two  children  died  a  day  or  two  afterwards. 

Q.  Died  of  starvation? — A.  Yes;  starvation. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition,  or  the  apparent  condition,  of  the  persoDS 
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in  SaBta  Olara  who  are  not  concentradof — ^A.  Fairly  good.  That  is 
due  to  the  fact  of  Santa  Clara  being  a  railroad  town  and  a  good  many 
irich  persons  living  there.  It  is  a  town  that  has  the  support  of  the  mil- 
it^axy  as  well  as  the^civil  government,  who  have  their  headquarters 
-tliere:  and  all  courts  are  held  there,  more  or  less.  Of  course,  as  I  have 
said,  I  noticed  that  in  every  town  the  wholesale  houses  and  shipping 
lioases,  and  a  great  many  retail  houses,  about  one-half,  are  closed,  but 
ill  Santa  Clara  there  was  more  going  on  than  in  any  other  of  the 
interior  towns.  You  can,  however,  go  on  the  principal  thoroughfares 
a.iid  find  shutters  closed  and  doors  locked.  Nevertheless,  the  condition 
of  the  concentrados  in  Santa  Clara  is  something  beyond  description. 

I  traveled  around  on  horseback  a  great  deal  and  investigated  the 
liats  of  these  people,  and  all  the  persons  I  saw  in  them  were  in  the  last 
stages  of  starvation.  There  -was  absolutely  no  food.  They  were  in 
such  a  state  that  even  professional  nursing  would  not  have  saved  them. 
Saving  stayed  in  that  city  for  a  longer  perioji,  and  at  various  times,  I, 
perhaps,  investigated  it  a  little  closer  than  I  did  the  other  towns,  due 
probably  to  the  fact  that  I  wanted  to  get  out  and  see  something  differ- 
ent from  what  I  had  been  witnessing.  I  wanted  to  relieve  my  mind,  if 
possible.  Wherever  1  had  been  there  was  death  and  starvation  staring 
me  in  the  face.  There  has  not  one  spot  inside  the  military  line  where 
there  was  a  condition  that  would  relieve  one's  mind,  and  I  was  sorely 
tempted  to  leave  the  town  with  my  business  unfinished. 

Q.  Were  you  out  in  the  zone  at  Santa  Clara f — ^A.  Yes ;  and  the  story 
is  the  same  as  it  is  of  every  other  interior  town.  In  interior  towns  the 
zone  is  drawn  much  closer  and  stricter  than  in  seaport  towns.  *}spe- 
cially  is  that  the  case  with  Santa  Clara,  Alvarez,  nod  Cruces,  because 
they  are  somewhat  in  the  line  of  ranges  of  mountains  that  are  not  very 
far  off,  and  for  that  reason  the  insurgents  have  more  or  'ess  .tccess  to 
those  places,  and  they  draw  their  cultivation  zone  almost  within  "^00 
yards  of  the  last  house  on  the  street. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  whether  these  reconcentrados  are  permitted  to  go 
outside  of  this  zone  to  cultivate  f — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  evidences  tending  to  show  that  they  are  not 
allowed  to  go  outside  of  the  zonet — A.  I  have  seen  at  Cruces  a  little 
boy,  perhaps  9  or  10  years  of  age,  trying  to  go  outside,  and  who,  not 
complying  with  the  order  to  halt,  was  shot  at.  I  myself  have  been 
stopped  at  various  times  in  trying  to  get  across. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  Spanish  soldiery  in  these  various 
places  as  to  food  and  clothing  Y — A.  The  ordinary  Spanish  soldier  is  in 
very  bad  shape.    Of  course,  the  officers  seem  to  have  plenty,  but  the 
ordinary  soldier  is  in  a  very  bad  way.    You  see  them  begging  in  the 
streets  in  the  interior  towns  quite  often.    Their  clothing  is  very  poor, 
and  they  are  a  sickly  looking  lot  of  men. 
Q.  Young  men  or  old  men  ? — A.  Young  men,  15  to  20  years  old. 
Q*  Well,  proceed. — A.  Eanchuelo  is  another  town  that  I  visited,  and 
found  it  in  a  very  bad  condition.    Cruces  is  also  a  town  in  bad  condi- 
tion.   Eanchuelo,  Cruces,  and  Santa  Clara  are  in  a  state  that  nobody 
would  imagine.    You  can  not  imagine  it    It  is  simply  terrible.    Cien- 
faegus  is  about  the  only  town  in  which  I  can  say  I  saw  any  business. 
Of  course,  it  always  has  been  a  business  center.    Ail  the  sugar  busi- 
ness goes  there,  and  still  the  merchants  complain  that  there  is  abso- 
lutely no  business  there.  And  the  condition,  as  far  as  the  reconcentrados 
are  concerned,  is  not  quite  as  bad  as  it  is  in  other  localities.    Batabano, 
which  is  a  seaport  town  and  railroad  center,  is  connected  with  the  boats 
of  the  Southern  Steamship  Company  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
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island,  and  to  Havana.  !^rom  Batabano  to  Havana  I  passed  throngh 
several  towns,  bat  made  no  enumerationy  because  I  was  told  to  stop 
writing  notes  on  the  train. 

Q.  Yon  were  prevented  from  making  notes  on  the  train  t — A^  Tea. 

Q.  By  whom  prevented! — ^A.  Officers  of  the  Spanish  army.  And 
that  same  state  of  affairs  existed  several  other  times  daring  my  travels 
in  Santa  Clara  district.  In  some  of  those  travels,  whenever  I  had  a 
pencil  in  my  hand  and  was  trying  to  write  down  notes,  a  Spanish  offi- 
cer always  came  np  and  wanted  to  know  what  I  had  written  down.  I 
asaally  told  them  that  I  had  simply  written  down  the  name  of  the  town. 
In  traveling  on  any  road  from  Havana  to  Santa  Clara,  or  in  any  direc- 
tion  east  of  Havana,  the  travel  is  very  light.  In  fact,  many  times  I  was 
the  only  passenger  on  the  train.  Every  train  is  guarded  by  a  strong 
military  force  and  the  cars  are  ironclad.  The  road  from  Batabano  to 
Havana  has  an  immense  amount  of  military  guards  around  it.  !Every 
mile  you  will  find  a  whole  column  of  Spanish  cavalry,  guerrillas,  march- 
ing along  up  and  down  the  track. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance  from  Batabano  to  Havana) — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  exactly,  but  presume  it  is  about  20  miles;  and  in  that  distance 
there  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  3,000  soldiers — ^men  on  horseback 
guarding  the  road. 

Q.  Were  your  visits  to  the  large  cities  mainly  for  business t — A^  Yes; 
altogether  on  business. 

Q.  Kow,  is  Cuba  a  fertile  country — the  parts  you  sawt — ^A.  The  most 
fertile  country  I  ever  saw. 

Q.  Suppose  those  reconcen trades  had  just  been  allowed  to  go  oat 
into  the  country,  could  they  have  made  a  subsistence  on  the  native 
productions  f — A.  Yes ;  they  could  have  lived  alone  on  the  articles  which 
grow  in  the  district  of  Santa  Clara  or  any  other  part  of  the  island. 

Q.  That  you  saw. — A.  Yes.  There  is  an  abundance  of  sweet  pota- 
toes, bananas,  and  other  fruits  which  are  very  nourishing,  and  which 
the  natives,  to  a  large  extent,  use  in  their  daily  existence. 

Q.  In  passing  through  the  country  did  you  see  any  herds  of  cattle f — 
A.  Absolutely  none.  All  the  cattle  I  saw  were  strongly  guarded  by 
military  forces  along  the  railroad,  and  they  were  very  few  at  that. 

Q.  The  country  had  been  stripped  of  its  cattle  absolutely  t — A.  Yes. 
The  price  of  cattle  has  increased  200  per  cent,  and  as  I  have  said  before, 
all  the  cattle  I  saw  were  under  a  strong  guard  of  Spanish  soldiers;  and 
there  is  no  cultivation  going  on  in  any  part  of  the  island  that  is  not 
under  the  guard  of  the  Spanish  army,  or,  rather,  Spanish  arms. 

Q.  According  to  your  observations,  how  do  the  Spanish  get  their 
provisions! — A.  Provisions  are  sent  in  from  seaport  cities  somewhat. 
My  observation  has  been  that  the  Spanish  troops  suffer  almost  as 
much  as  the  native  population  for  the  want  of  food.  They  are  not 
properly  fed.  There  is  no  question  about  that.  They  themselves 
acknowledge  that  they  beg  for  bread.  Of  coarse  the  officers  do  not 
come  under  that  category. 

Q.  From  what  you  saw,  and  from  what  you  have  learned  while  you 
have  been  in  Cuba,  wiU  you  say  that  there  had  been  any  relaxation  of 
the  military  regulations  in  respect  of  those  reconcentrados,  of  this  popu- 
lation, since  Blanco  has  ^one  into  power f — A.  None.  Whenever  I  had 
an  opportunity  I  made  inquiries  as  regards  that  point,  and  was  told 
invariably  that  the  agricultural  zone  existed  just  the  same  as  it  did 
before. 

Q,  Did  they  say  that  was  because  the  soldiers  would  not  obey  Weyler's 
orders,  or  because  they  were  not  required  to  do  itt — A*  They  did  not 
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receive  any  orders.  I  have  not  nnderstood  that  at  any  time  there  were 
any  orders  in  any  of  the  interior  towns  to  relax  any  of  the  agricaltnral 
zones.    The  people  who  are  there  jnst  have  to  starve  to  death. 

Q.  Did  yon,  at  any  place  yon  visited  in  Onba,  ascertain  or  learn  that 
the  Spanish  Government  was  making  any  provision  for  the  reconcen- 
tradosT — ^A.  Never*  I  have  not,  in  all  the  thirty-odd  towns  in  which 
I  have  been,  I  have  not  heard  that  the  Spanish  Government  has  sup- 
plied or  helped  to  supply  any  starving  individual  with  bread  or  any- 
thing else. 

Q.  Did  yoa  meet  with  any  of  our  consuls  in  the  interior  of  Cuba  T — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  opportunity  to  know  whether  they  had  been  con- 
tributing out  of  their  private  resources  to  the  support  of  these  poor 
people! — A.  All  the  consuls  whom  I  have  met  have  done  a  great  deal 
toward  the  betterment  of  the  starving  individuals  there  out  of  their 
private  means. 

Q.  Would  you  give  it  as  your  opinion  that  they  had  expended  all 
their  salaries  beyond  their  living  in  this  effort  t — A.  I  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  they  have  gone  beyond  it.    I  know  that  as  a  fact. 

Q.  Did  they  manifest  a  spirit  of  charity  and  generosity  toward  these 
people  t — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  generally  whether,  from  your  observation,  our  con- 
suls have  interested  themselves  earnestly  in  the  effort  to  relieve  the 
unfortunate  condition  of  the  people  in  GubaT — A«  I  can  say  right  here, 
that  in  all  my  observations  I  have  felt  proud  of  General  Lee  and  of 
every  consul  in  whose  province  I  have  been ;  proud  of  the  way  they 
have  treated  and  helped  some  of  the  starving  individuals  at  their  own 
expense. 

Q.  From  what  you  could  gather  while  you  were  in  the  interior  of 
Cuba,  would  you  say,  and  is  it  your  belief  and  opinion,  that  our  con- 
suls in  the  interior  have  used  all  of  the  means  that  came  under  their 
control,  public  or  private,  to  save  these  x>oor  people  from  starving! — 
A.  There  is  absolutely  no  doubt  on  that  point.  They  have  not  only 
used  the  means  given  to  them  publicly,  but  have  usetl  also  their  private 
means,  working  day  and  night,  to  further  the  interests  of  those  x)oor 
individuals. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  visit  Washington,  and  what  was  your 
method  in  coming  here! — A.  In  the  first  place,  being  in  Cuba  all  this 
time,  and  seeing  all  the  suffering,  day  in  and  day  out,  and  night  and 
morning,  it  was  absolutely  impressed  on  my  mind  that  the  suffering  there 
was  not  the  fanlt  of  those  people.  It  was  not  men  who  were  suffering, 
it  was  women  and  children.  They  were  driven  from  their  own  homes 
and  forced  into  these  military  lines.  When  I  came  home,  and  on  my 
way  over,  I  could  hardly  sleep  at  night.  I  brooded  over  the  matter, 
and  at  length  decided  to  come  to  Washington  and  free  my  mind  to 
some  i)erson  in  authority  here,  or  to  the  Senate,  the  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives,  or  wherever  I  could  find  someone  who  would  try  to  do 
something.  It  was  not  because  I  wanted  any  political  changes  on  the 
island,  or  that  I  careil  what  government  they  had.  My  only  point  in 
coming  here  was  simply  to  try  and  save  these  400,000  who  are  still  left 
from  starving,  although  there  is  quite  a  number  of  them  beyond  help. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  if  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  would 
vote  an  adequate  sum  to  buy  provisions  for  these  people  it  would  reach 
them! — A.  No;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Why! — ^A.  Simply  because  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Ameri- 
can authorities  to  get  the  property  into  the  interior  of  the  island;  and 
SO 
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even  if  it  did  get  there,  there  wonld  be  only  aboat  one-third  of  it^  as  the 
reet  wonld  be  absorbed  by  the  Spanish  Government  and  soldiers,  and 
distribnted  among  the  Spanish  people  rather  than  among  the  Caban& 

Q.  Do  the  Spanish  treat  the  Cubans  witii  repugnance  f — A.  They  feel 
that  a  Cuban  is  worse  than  a  dog. 

Q-  You  think,  then,  that  the  purpose  of  the  regulation  was  really  to 
starve  these  people  to  death Y — ^A.  Yes;  the  sole  purpose.  It  is  well 
faiown  that  900,000  of  those  natives  were  forced  in  from  their  home^^, 
and  out  of  that  numba*  500,000  have  died  already.  Therefore  the 
results  have  proved  the  motive. 

Q.  What  was  the  apparent  relation  between  the  soldiers  and  these 
reconcentrados,  or  did  the  soldiers  seem  to  have  any  sort  of  baman 
regard  for  them^A.  Many  of  the  soldiers  are  low  spirited  and  abso 
Intely  incapable  of  having  such  resentment,  because,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  they  were  mere  boys  and  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  hardly 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The  repugnance  was  largely  among 
the  ofScers  and  the  Spanish  guards,  which  is  the  flower  of  the  army. 
Th^  are  in  better  condition  than  the  common  soldiers.  The  Home 
Guard,  picked  men.  are  also  in  better  condition. 

Q.  What  is  the  feeling  of  this  class  that  are  in  better  condition — what 
is  their  feeling  toward  these  XK)or  reconcentrados,  as  you  saw  itf — A. 
There  was  a  sort  of  a  feeling  between  them  that  they  would  eat  at  one 
another's  table,  if  they  could.  If  one  had  anything,  they  would  give  it 
to  tbe  other.  There  was  no  animosity  among  the  ordinary  soldiery  of 
the  Spanish  army.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  volunteers,  nor  of  the 
Home  Guard,  nor  of  the  officers,  but  the  ordinary  soldier.  I  never 
noticed  any  particular  hatred  between  them  and  tbe  natives. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  the  officers  of  the  Home  Guard  T— A.  They  con> 
sider  the  Cubans  like  so  many  brutes. 

Q.  With  contempt f — ^A.  Yes;  absolutely. 

Q«  I  8npix>se  these  reconcentrados  of  whom  you  have  been  speaking 
are  nativest — ^A.  Absolutely  all  natives. 

Q.  All  natives  of  Cuba! — ^A.  Tbe  majority  are  white.  They  are  of 
Spanish,  French,  and  other  nationalities,  but  largely  Spanish,  with 
some  colored  people  among  them. 

Q.  If  I  comprehend  your  description  of  the  interior  of  Cuba,  it  is  a 
country  that  is  almost  entirely  wasted  and  destroyed  f — A.  Absolutely. 
There  is  nothing  at  all  going  on  in  tbe  interior  of  Cuba.  Ko  houses 
standing.  Bnined  sugar  estates  wherever  you  look.  Wherever  there 
is  any  sugar  growing  you  will  see  a  force  of  soldiers  guarding  it,  these 
soldiers  being  kept  there  by  the  sugar  owners,  and  are  therefore  able  to 
exist. 

Q.  It  is  already  then  a  country  laid  to  waste  t — A.  The  whole  coun- 
try is  a  waste. 

Q.  In  tbe  present  condition  of  these  people,  would  it  be  possible  in 
their  weak  state  that  they  could  survive  by  tbe  assistance  of  the  fruits 
of  tbe  earth  t — ^A.  A  great  many  of  them  now,  if  let  loose,  would 
recover  at  once — women  especially,  altbongh  a  great  many  of  them  are 
absolutely  too  feeble  to  move  much. 

Q.  What  per  cent  of  tbem,  as  you  saw  them,  would  you  say  would 
be  able  and  capable,  if  tliey  were  turned  loose,  of  going  back  to  their 
places  where  they  formerly  lived,  or  to  any  other  place,  and  get  :in 
existence  out  of  the  wild  fruits,  potatoes,  etc.,  which  grow  in  the  inte- 
rior!— A.  Seventy  per  cent  would  be  able  to  go  back. 

Q.  If  they  were  let  loose! — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  retaining  tbem  is  starving  them  in  the  face  of  opportu- 
Tiitv  to  live? — A.  Yes,  it  is. 
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Q.  Then^  you  think — it  is  your  opinion — ^if  I  understand  you,  that 
the  failure  to  relax  the  orders  of  Weyler  in  regard  to  the  reconcentra- 
dos  of  this  people  to  hold  them,  is  still  the  actual  and  direct  cause  of 
their  present  starvation  t — A.  The  only  cause. 

Q.  While  you  were  in  Cuba,  were  you  in  control  of  any  large  amount 
of  means  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  your  former  customers  f — A.  I 
was  in  position  to  buy  merchan<Iise  to  quito  a  large  extent,  if  I  had 
been  able  to  find  it. 

Q.  To  what  extentf— A.  925,000. 

Q.  Yon  could  not  find  the  merchandise f — A.  Ko;  absolutely  none. 
The  kind  of  merchandise  for  which  I  was  looking  (tobacco)  was  not  to 
be  had. 

Q.  Are  owners  of  real  estate  in  Cuba,  as  far  as  you  observed,  anx- 
ious to  dispose  of  itt — ^A.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  property  which 
has  been  absorbed  by  the  American  citizens  in  Cuba;  a  very  large 
amount  of  it. 

Q.  Well,  is  there  an  anxiety  on  the  part  of  those  landholders  to 
dispose  of  their  estates f — ^A.  There  is.  Some  of  the  Spanish  laud- 
holders  are  selling  off  all  they  have. 

Q.  What  did  you  learn  about  the  emigration! — ^A.  About  400,000  to 
-various  American  cities  firom  Cuba. 

Q.  Were  they  a  class  of  people  who  had  means  of  emigrating? — ^A. 
They  were  the  people  who  could  get  away. 

Q.  A  very  large  part,  then,  of  that  class  must  have  left  the  island  t — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Those  who  remained  were  the  poor  people  and  the  soldiers  t — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  computation  of  the  number  of  lives  that  have 
been  sacrificed  in  Ouba  through  war,  starvation,  and  disease  all  put 
together? — A.  Yes;  I  have  at  various  times  asked  that  question  of 
officers,  and  learned  that  the  amount  of  peoi)le  who  have  died  from 
sickness  and  starvation  is  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  600,000.  Of 
course  that  does  not  include  Spanish  soldiers. 

Q.  Does  it  include  the  insurgents? — ^A.  It  docs.  It  includes  the 
death  rate  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  excluding  Spanish  soldiers. 

Q.  You  think  rather  above  it  than  below  it? — A.  Hather. 

Q.  You  have  made  careful  examins^tion  on  that  subject,  and  have  con- 
sulted with  men  who  had  opportunity  to  ascertain  as  to  the  statistics  ?— 
A.  Statistics  have  been  collected  carefully,  and  are  obtainable  by  the 
American  Oovemment  if  it  wants  them. 

Q*  And  are  obtainable  by  the  authorities? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ascertain,  or  did  you  observe  while  you  were  in  Ouba, 
from  what  countiy  the  Spanish  Government  obtains  its  supplies  for  its 
army — all  the  co^  and  provisions  and  other  necessities? — ^A.  In  that 
respect,  I  have  not  made  a  great  many  inquiries.  I  heard  in  Havana 
from  an  English  shipping  house  that  the  Spanish  Government  tried  to 
force  all  their  merchants  to  buy  whatever  they  had  to  from  the  Spanish 
merchants,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  buy  from  Americans. 

Q.  Is  the  coal  which  is  brought  into  the  island  from  the  United  States 
or  from  a  foreign  counlay? — A.  I  judge  it  is  from  a  foreign  country. 

Q.  What  was  your  judgment,  from  all  that  you  saw,  as  to  the  state  of 
feeling  of  the  Spanish  people  and  the  pro-Spanish  people  toward  the 
people  of  the  United  States  in  the  Island  of  Ouba? — ^A.  Well,  the 
Spanish  business  men  would  all  like  that  the  island  be  annexed  to  the 
TTnited  States  in  preference  to  ite  being  continued  under  Spanish  rule. 
There  are,  of  course,  two  or  three  different  parties  there.  For  instance, 
the  Independents  and  the  Annexationists, 
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Q.  Among  the  native  Onbans,  or  those  persons  who  have  been  a  long 
time  residents  of  the  island,  did  yon  find  any  hostility  toward  the 
United  Statesf — ^A.  Absolutely  none.  Whenever  I  met  any  Oabans 
they  were  always  anxious  to  do  everything  they  could  for  me. 

Q.  In  going  through  Cuba  did  you  meet  up  with  acquaintances  of 
former  years  T — A.  Yes.  * 

Q.  Were  they  numerous  t — A.  Fo;  not  very. 

Q.  Did  you  have  consultation  and  conversation  with  men  of  charac- 
ter and  influence  Y — A.  I  did.  I  have  met  some  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  autonomy  government,  and  also  some  of  the  present  Spanish 
administration. 

Q.  I^ow,  without  stating  with  whom  these  consultations  were,  what 
conclusion  did  you  reach  as  to  the  popularity  of  the  autonomy  move- 
ment in  the  interior  towns! — ^A.  One  that  any  man  would  come  to  after 
having  visited  the  island  for  even  a  short  while,  and  that  is  that 
autonomy  is  a  matter  of  indifference  there,  and  it  is  only  believed  in  by 
a  very  few  x>ersons,  and  those  are  largely  concentrated  in  the  cit^  of 
Havana.  When  you  come  outside  the  city  of  Havana  you  find  no 
autonomy  party 

Q.  You  think,  then,  that  the  probability  of  that  form  of  government 
being  accepted  in  Ouba  is  small  f — ^A.  It  will  never  be  accepted.  It 
will  never  be  accepted  by  the  Spanish  people. 

Q.  As  I  understand  you,  you  are  not  speaking  of  the  insnrgentst* 
A.  ]^o;  speaking  of  the  Spanish  people  themselves. 

Q.  Were  these  consultations  and  oonversations  with  men  of  such 
character  as  to  lead  yi  to  satisfactory  conclusions  as  to  the  opinions 
you  have  just  expresaedt — ^A.  They  are,  in  fact,  men  of  very  high 
standing  and  leaders  of  the  autonomy  movement  in  the  city  of  Havana. 

Q.  Your  acquaintance  with  Cubans  grew  chiefly  oat  of  business  rela* 
tionsf — A   Ohiefly  with  the  Spanish  and  Guban  merchants. 

Q.  And  have  been  of  sufficient  years'  standingT — A.  Oh,  yes;  a 
number  of  years. 

Q.  Did  you  ascertain  in  Cuba  whether  or  not  the  leading  men  engaged 
in  business  pursuits  had  any  confidence  in  the  good  fiuth  of  the  Spanish 
Gk)vernmentt — A.  There  is  only  one  answer  to  that:  Nothing.  They 
have  no  confidence  in  the  autonomy  plan  the  Spanish  Government  has 
so  far  offered. 

Q.  Was  the  subject  of  an  American  protectorate  in  oonnection  with 
autonomy  discussed  f — A.  It  was  generally  discussed  by  merchants  and 
business  men  that  if  they  could  get  an  American  protectorate  with 
autonomy  they  might  have  some  confidence. 

Q.  Their  willingness  was,  after  all,  upon  the  intervention  or  protect 
tion  of  the  American  Government f — ^A.  Yes;  absolutely. 

Q.  Under  the  most  favorable  of  circumstances,  if  Spanish  authority 
was  fully  reinstated  in  Ouba  by  the  subjugation  of  the  insurgents, 
would  you  expect  Ouba  to  be  able  to  regain  its  former  conditions  within 
a  number  of  years  f — ^A.  !N'ot  within  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  How  do  you  believe  it  would  be  in  the  event  of  the  success  of  the 
insurgent  army,  accompanied  by  close  and  friendly  relations  wi^  the 
United  States ;  what  do  yon  believe  it  would  be  then  t — ^A.  I  believe 
that  the  Island  of  Ouba  would  be  in  a  flourishing  condition  inside  of 
two  or  three  years.  There  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Onbans  who 
have  emigrated.  They  would  return  to  business  on  the  island,  and 
citizens  firom  other  countries  would  also  go  there. 

Q.  And  invest  money  t — ^A.  Yes,  and  invest  mone^. 
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Having  examined  and  corrected  the  foregoing  statements  made  nnder 
oath  to  John  T.  Morgan,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions of  the  Senate,  and  haying  stricken  ont  some  passages  that  are 
tme,  bnt  may  affect  the  interest  of  myself  and  others  unnecessarily  and 
dangeroosly,  I  make  oath  that  the  statement  as  revised  is  true  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  information,  and  belief. 

O.  F.  Koop. 

Febbuaby  21, 1898. 

DiSTBiOT  OF  Columbia,  City  of  Washington: 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1898. 
[SSAU]  B.  B.  J^ixoN,  Notary  Public. 


8TATEMEXT  OF  CiOHKAHDEB  B.  B.  BBAD70BD,  V.  S.  B.,  March  30, 1898. 
Commander  B.  B.  Bbadfobd,  TJ.  S.  K,  sworn  by  the  chairman. 

Examination  by  Senator  Fbye 

Q.  Please  state  your  name  and  profession. — A.  B.  B.Bradford;  naval 
officerjat  present  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  Navy  Department. 

Q.  What  experience,  if  any,  have  yon  had  with  torpedoes  f — ^A.  I  have 
been  on  duty  at  the  torpedo  station  at  Newport,  B.  I.,  when  it  was  a 
school  of  instruction,  as  instructor  and  lecturer  in  torpedo  warfare, 
altogether  for  a  period  of  about  six  and  a  half  years,  and  during  that 
time  I  conducted  a  great  many  experiments  with  torpedoes  and  saw  a 
great  many  explosions  aud  the  effect  of  torpedo  explosions  on  small  ves- 
sels and  various  kinds  of  materials ;  probably  have  had  more  experience 
than  the  average  naval  oflScer  in  that  direction. 

Q,  Suppose  you  state  to  the  committee  the  several  kinds  of  torpe- 
does.— A.  At  the  present  day  torpedoes  are  largely  employed,  under  the 
name  of  mines,  for  harbor  defense.  They  were  formerly  called  torpe- 
does exclusively— during  the  war  of  the  rebellion  they  were  known  as 
such.  Since  that  time  they  have  received  various  names  in  accordance 
with  their  usa|^e.  Those  used  for  harbor  defense  are  placed  under  the 
army  and  received  an  army  name,  and  are  recognized  as  such,  and  are 
now  known  as  mines  or  submarine  mines.  They  are  the  most  powerfiQ, 
because  the  amount  of  explosive  used  for  submarine  mines  is  practi- 
cally unlimited,  depending  upon  the  size  of  the  case,  which  can  be 
made  almost  any  dimensions.  It  is  only  limited  by  methods  of  handling, 
such  as  derricks,  etc. 

The  kind  of  torpedoes  used  mostly  in  the  Navy  are  known  as  electro- 
motive torpedoes,  sometimes  termed  fish  torpedoes,  and  now  they  are 
generally  or  frequently  spoken  of  by  the  names  of  the  inventors— the 
Whitehead,  the  Scwartzkoff,  etc.  They  are  all  of  the  movable  type, 
ejected  from  a  tube,  and  contain,  you  may  say  briefly,  all  the  mechanism 
of  a  complete  steam  vessel,  provided  with  engines  and  motive  power, 
means  of  steering,  and  carry  in  their  forward  ends  an  amount  of  explo- 
sive which  is  limited  to  about  100  pounds,  gun  cotton  usually,  and 
exploded  on  contact  with  any  object.  They  have  been  very  carefully 
designed  and  improved  for  a  i>eriod  of  thirty  years,  so  that  they  are  now 
very  perfect  pieces  of  mechanism,  mostly  used  from  torpedo  boats  and 
torpedo  destroyers  and  torpedo  cruisers.  They  were  formerly  used  in 
all  naval  vessels,  but  with  the  advent  of  rapid-firing  guns,  etc.,  they 
have  been  largely  discarded  for  use  in  tubes  above  water,  except  the 
small  vessds  which  I  mention,  such  as  torpedo  boats  and  destroyers. 
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The  reason  is  they  are  liable  to  be  hit  by  small  projectfles  and  ezpleded 
on  board.  They  are  still  retained  for  nse  in  ktfger  shipe  fixr  tubes 
nnder  water,  where  they  are  protected  by  the  water  firom  shot  or  by 
armor. 

Oar  cmisers  formerly  fitted  with  them  are  now  discarding  them  for 
the  reasons  I  have  given.  Then,  of  coarse,  there  are  a  great  numj 
improvised  torpedoes,  and  a  kind  that  is  frequently  carried  on  ships  of 
a  small  size,  and  sufficient  to  destroy  or  disable  larger  vessels,  carrying 
from  50  to  100  ponnds  of  explosive,  known  as  electro  mechanical  tor- 
pedoes, carrying  a  small  battery  inside  with  an  arrangement  that  when 
It  strikes  the  circait  of  this  battery  is  completed  on  an  explosive,  and 
they  are  discharged.  They  are  for  the  general  parpose  of  fencing  in 
ships  that  are  disabled,  or  of  being  planted  in  narrow  passages  where 
enemy's  vessels  may  pass.  They  are  mobile  affairs  that  are  carried 
like  any  destructive  material  on  board  ships  of  war.  Those  three  are 
the  chief  kinds  nsed  to-day,  bat  any  kind  of  torpedo  can  be  improvised 
from  almost  any  water-tight  vessel,  and  are  depended  npon  more  or 
less,  bat  the  three  kinds  which  I  have  mentioned  are  the  perfected 
kinds. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference  between  a  torpedo  boat  and  a  torpedo-boat 
destroyer t — A.  Only  in  size.  The  destroyer  is  larger.  It  has  the 
advantage  over  a  torpedo  boat  of  being  more  seaworthy  and  stronger. 
It  is  a  steamer  designed  to  destroy  torpedo  boats,  being  a  larger  and 
more  powerful  vessel.  The  name  indicates  the  idea  of  the  design.  They 
are  capable  of  being  used  in  rougher  water,  and  they  have  a  larger 
radius  of  effective  use,  carrying  more  supplies,  and  more  coal,  and  more 
men.  They  carry  also  more  guns  and  heavier  guns.  Torpedo  boats  of 
about  a  hundred  tons'  displacement  carry  only  small  guns  and  are  in 
every  way  inferior,  but  the  destroyers  are  practically  only  torpedo  boats. 

Q.  And  attack  a  ship  in  the  same  way  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Do  they  attack  with  torpedoes  or  gnnsf — A.  They  are  chiefly 
designed  to  use  torpedoes;  the  guns  are  mostly  auxiliary  or  incidental. 

Q.  How  far  can  they  send  those  torpedoes? — A.  They  are  limited  to 
about  600  yards — the  mobile  or  Whitehead  torpedoes,  sach  as  I  have 
described. 

By  Mr.  Fobakeb: 

Q.  Will  they  go  straight! — A.  They  are  so  perfected  that  if  in  per- 
fect order  they  will  go  straight.  They  are  subject  to  deviation  from 
very  slight  derangement.  They  are  handled  very  much  as  though 
made  of  glass.  They  require  the  greatest  care,  and  will  perform  a 
great  deal  of  work  if  everything  is  nicely  adjusted.  Even  with  the 
greatest  care  on  board  ship  we  sometimes  find  in  our  experiments  that 
they  deviate  from  some  unnoticed  or  unknown  cause  that  we  can  not 
ascertain — probably,  in  handling,  the  vertical  rudder  has  been  bent 
somewhat,  so  slightly  we  can  not  detect  it.  They  go  under  water  some 
13  feet,  so  they  can  not  be  interfered  with  by  shot  after  once  discharged. 
They  are  also  liable  to  be  deflected  by  currents  to  some  extent. 

Q.  How  rapidly  do  they  got — ^A.  They  go  at  the  rate  of  from  25  to 
30  knots  per  hour. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  What  is  the  impelling  power t — A.  Two  propellers.  The  motive 
power  is  compressed  air  in  tubes.  When  they  are  eyected  tcom  their 
tubes,  the  valve  communicating  between  the  air  reservoir  and  the  engines 
is  opened,  so  that  they  act  precisely,  you  may  say,  as  any  steam  vessel — 
automatically. 
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By  Mr.  Feyb  ; 

Q.  Have  their  own  machinery T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  the  most  perfect  that 
can  be  bnilt,  of  the  most  perfect  and  best  material.  They  cost  from 
^2,000  to  $2,500  apiece,  so  yon  may  know  they  are  very  perfect. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  Can  they  be  sent  from  the  shore  without  the  assistance  of  a  tor- 
pedo tnbef — ^A.  No,  sir;  theyconld  not  be  pointed.  They  conld  be 
started  with  the  aid  of  the  trigger.  The  tube  from  which  they  are 
shot  is  worked  very  much  like  a  gun;  it  is  on  a  pivot,  and  is  carefully 
adjusted,  and  allowance  is  made  in  firing  for  the  speed  of  the  ship  at 
"Which  they  are  fired. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  know,  briefly,  the  danger  from  this  Spanish  flo- 
tjilla  of  torpedo  boats  and  torpedo  destroyers  t — A.  I  am  not  impressed 
as  much  as  many  naval  officers  with  the  dangerous  character  of  torpedo 
l>oat8  aud  torpedo  destroyers.  They  are  frail  craft,  because  everything 
is  sacrifi[ced  to  speed,  and  weights  are  kept  down  ibr  that  reason,  and 
very  thin  plates  used  in  their  construction,  very  slight  frames,  and 
they  are  easily  deranged.  I  may  say  that  they  are  boats  of  possibil- 
ities rather  than  of  probabilities. 

Under  certain  conditions  they  are  no  doubt  very  formidable.  Their 
chief  value  in  my  opinon  is  in  preventing  blockades,  if  in  ports  that 
are  attempted  to  be  blockaded.  They  choose  their  own  time  of  attack, 
and  of  course  the  most  favorable  time.  -They  are  previously  groomed 
up  for  the  OvCasion,  everything  in  readiness,  and  they  slip  out  to  a 
vessel  outside,  and  try  to  get  in  their  work.  At  sea  with  a  squadron 
they  are  so  liable  to  accident  and  so  often  deranged  that  the  chances 
of  being  efilective,  in  my  opinion,  are  slight.  I  understand  that  the 
present  flotilla,  crossing  from  Spain,  have  been  dismantled.  That  is  to 
say,  the  torpedo  tubes  and  guns  carried  on  the  upper  deck  have  been 
taken  off  and  are  being  brought  over  by  the  convoying  steamer,  which 
is  a  converted  cruiser.  That  adds  to  their  seaworthiness  and  stabil- 
ity.   With  those  off  they  are  completely  helpless,  shorn  of  any  power 

The  destroyers  are  supx>osed  to  be  capable  of  .*amming  the  small 
boats  and  destroying  them  that  way.  If  within  the  destroying  radius 
of  a  fleet,  of  course  they  can  be  used  in  the  same  way  I  described  in  a 
blockade.  For  instance,  the  port  of  Havana  is  about  90  miles  from 
Key  West  or  Tortugas*  They  have  high  speed.  They  can  slip  out  at 
night,  get  in  their  work,  and  return  under  cover  of  darkness,  and,  vice 
versa,  our  own  could  do  the  same  work.  We  happen  to  have  no 
destroyers,  and  our  torpedo  boats  have  found  it  rather  rough  work 
crossing  the  Gulf  Stream  between  those  ports. 

Q.  How  long  a  voyage,  on  the  average,  between  the  Canaries  and 
Puerto  Rico? — ^A.  That  depends  entirely  on  speed  and  the  water.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  form  an  estimate.  They  are  coming,  no  doubt,  in  a 
latitude  where  the  weather  is  very  good.  The  route  from  Las  Palmas, 
where  they  left  the  Canaries,  to  Puerto  Eico  is  through  the  trade- wind 
belt,  and  there  is  rarely  any  bad  weather  there.  I  presume  they  would 
make  somewhere — their  speed  would  be  governed  largely  by  the  accom- 
panying steamer — say  from  10  to  12  knots.  I  think  the  distance  is 
about  2,800  miles.  Say  10  knots — ^240  miles  a  day — that  would  be 
about  12  days. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  testimony  taken  by  the  naval  board  of 
inquiry  T — ^A.  Only  sketches  of  it  in  the  newspapers.  I  have  not  seen 
the  full  report  as  published. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  accounts  of  the  witnesses  who  testified  as  to 
two  explosions! — ^A.  Yes,  I  have;  aud  previously  in  the  newspapers. 
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Q.  What  do  tliese  accounts  indicate  to  yonr  mind  was  the  cause  o: 
the  explosion  f — A.  If  you  have  noticed,  the  accounts  are  conflictiiig  a« 
to  there  being  two  explosions;  some  ofiScers  state  they  heard  but  od«i 
In  all  torpedo  explosions  there  always,  apparently,  are  two  exploann> 
or  two  shocks.  That  is  universally  the  case,  and  it  is  markedly  so  with 
a  torpedo  or  mine  on  the  bottom.  The  first  appears  to  be  trausmitted 
by  the  land  or  by  the  water,  and  then  the  next  appears  to  be  the  amis 
sion  of  this  great  quantity  of  highly  heated  gas  into  the  open  air,  and 
in  the  same  manner  we  have  thunder  after  a  stroke  of  lightning.  But 
that  is  very  well  known  to  people  who  have  exploded  tor))edoes,  that 
there  are  always  two  shocks,  and  I  have  been  of  the  opinion  generally 
that  those  who  thought  there  were  two  explosions  confounded  that  fact 
with  the  idea  that  there  was  a  second  explosion. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  quite  possible  that  the  explosion  of  a 
mine  broke  the  ship  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  magazines — we  know 
the  explosion  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  some  of  the  magazines — ^broke 
some  of  the  powder  cases  and  dispersed  this  powder  and  at  the  same 
time  ignited  it,  and  this  in  a  measure  accounted  for  the  flame  about  the 
ship.  The  result  of  the  divers'  work  would  seem  to  favor  that  theory. 
Tbey  found  many  powder  cases  broken  open  and  battered  up  more  or 
less.  I  do  not  think  myself  there  was  any  serious  explosion  of  the 
magazine  from  what  I  have  read. 

Q.  What,  in  your  opinion,  did  cause  the  trouble! — ^A.  A  mine — a  sub- 
marine mine. 

*  Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it,  after  reading  the  testimony  t — A. 
Ko,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  what  kind  of  a  mine  must  that  have  been  to  have 
the  effect  shown  there? — A.  It  must  have  been  a  mine  of  what  is  termed 
"high  explosives,"  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Gray  : 

Q.  Dynamite f — A.  Dynamite  or  gun  cotton,  or  any  of  the  modem 
high  explosives.    It  is  possible  to  do  the  same  with  gunpowder. 

By  Mr.  Frye  : 

Q.  What  would  be  the  size  and  weight  and  general  character  of  that 
minet — A.  I  am  at  a  disadvantage  in  answering  that  question,  because 
I  have  not  seen  the  wreck  and  have  not  read  fully  the  testimony,  but 
there  are  cases  on  record 'where  ships — not  as  strong  as  the  Afainej  but 
metal  ships — have  been  destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  torpedoes  along- 
side and  not  in  contact,  and  varying  in  size  from  250  to  300  ponnds. 
In  the  Chilean  war  two  ships  were  sunk  by  an  explosion  in  this  manner. 

By  Mr.  Gray  : 

Q.  Were  they  in  contact! — A.  No,  sir;  not  in  contact,  but  a  couple 
of  feet  at  the  side  and  at  the  surface.  They  did  not  have  the  advantage 
of  the  tamping  of  the  water.  Of  course,  the  destruction  is  caused  by 
the  release  of  an  immense  volume  of  highly  heated  gas  that  escapes 
to  the  atmosphere  through  the  path  of  least  resistance.  Water  being 
incompressible,  and  if  it  is  under  the  ship  the  path  of  least  resistamre 
is  through  the  ship,  and  everything  must  give  way  to  it*  It  is  rather 
difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of  explosive,  but  I  would  say  300 
pounds  of  modern  explosive,  in  my  opinion,  would  do  all  the  damage 
that  was  done  to  the  Maincj  and  very  possibly  a  less  amount. 

By  Mr.  MoROAN : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  dynamite  or  gun  cotton f — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  are 
included  as  modern  explosives.    I  notice— I  think  the  opinion  was 
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S^ven  by  Commander  Converse,  who  is  a  very  excellent  exx)ert,  and  wlio 
li  ns  had  almost  all  his  duty  on  shore  in  connection  with  torpedoes — 
either  he  or  someone  else  stated  they  thought  the  work  was  done  by  a 
slower  burning  explosive,  and  I  take  it  to  mean — I  understand  that  he 
meant  gunpowder.  Gunpowder  has  a  slower  action :  it  is  simply  com- 
l>iistion  as  wood  burns,  while  modern  explosives,  by  their  fuse,  are 
t;nmed  instantly  from  a  solid  to  an  immense  volume  of  highly  heated 
^as,  called  detonation.  The  effect  of  detonation  is  to  rend  everything 
Iti  the  immediate  neighborhood.  Even  tampiug  is  sufficient  for  that, 
l>ut  gunpowder  is  slower  acting. 

By  Mr.  Mii-Ls : 

Q.  How  would  it  be  ignited  t — ^A.  By  electricity. 
Q-  Either  on  shore  or  on  some  other  vessel Y — A.  Tes,  sir;  it  is  very 
simple  to  do  that;  it  is  well  understood. 

By  Mr.  Gbat: 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  possible  for  a  mine  to  have  been  placed  there 
after  the  ship  was  anchored  with  the  discipline  probably  on  board) — 
A.  Oh,  yes;  I  think  it  was  possible. 

Q.  Howt — ^A*  There  are  various  ways.  One,  for  instance:  It  could 
be  attached  to  a  line  run  forward  the  ship,  ahead  of  it  so  far  it  could 
uot  be  seen,  to  some  point  beyond,  and  then  taken  back.  For  instance, 
liere  is  the  bow  of  the  ship  [indicating].  Start  from  a  point  here. 
There  is  the  shore  line,  and  suppose  we  carry  a  line  to  that  point,  run 
it  across,  and  come  down  here.  As  you  haul  in  the  slack  you  would 
have  a  line  taking  that  direction.  If  you  knew  the  distance  of  the 
ship  from  the  shore  yon  would  know  exactly  when  the  torpedo  was 
ander  the  bows  of  the  ship,  and  you  would  haul  on  the  line  until  you 
reached  the  proper  mark,  and  the  torpedo  would  be  here.  [Indicating 
under  the  forward  part  of  the  ship.]  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible 
to  prevent  it. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  How  would  you  anchor  it,  then  f— A.  Either  haul  the  line  taut  or 
allow  the  torpedo  to  sink  by  its  own  weight. 

Q.  Can  you  haul  an  electric  wire  so! — A.  Tes,  sir;  they  offer  very 
little  resistance;  it  could  be  very  small,  not  larger  than  my  pencil. 

By  Mr.  Oullom  : 

Q.  Was  that  in  the  mudt — A.  It  is  not  known.  In  all  probability  it 
was  resting  on  the  bottom,  and  in  my  opinion  it  was  placed  there  before 
the  vessel  was  sent  there. 

Q.  When  that  was  placed  there,  why,  no  matter  how,  or  when,  how 
was  it  to  be  exploded! — A.  How  could  it  have  been  exploded! 

Q.  How  must  it  have  been  exploded! — A.  It  was  possible  to  explode 
it  by  a  trigger  line  and  something  somewhat  similar  to  what  is  known 
as  a  friction  fuse.  The  first  ship  destroyed  during  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion was  destroyed  by  a  torpedo  of  that  kind.  It  was  at  Cairo,  and 
was  commanded  by  Captaiu,  at  present  Commodore,  Selfridge.  That 
was  by  a  trigger  concealed  in  a  rifle  pit,  and  the  operator  judged  by  the 
eye  when  the  vessel  was  over  it,  and  simply  pulled  the  trigger  as  you 
would  the  lock  of  a  gun.  The  use  of  explosives  for  so  many  purposes — 
blasting,  mining,  everything — is  so  common  that  ])robably  anyone  who 
designed  to  do  that  work  would  resort  to  it.  I  think  it  is  improbable 
anything  else  was  used. 

Q.  Could  that  have  been  used  without  the  knowledge  of  any  of  the 
officials  at  Havana! — A.  Possibly,  but  not  probably. 
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Q.  Yon  have  read  the  descriptions  of  the  vessel  given  by  the  divers; 
did  it  leave  in  yoar  mind  any  doabt  as  to  its  destruction  having  been 
caused  by  a  minef — A.  !N^o;  I  think  I  have  no  doubt  on  that  subject; 
I  think  it  was  done  by  a  mine. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  In  the  case  of  a  torpedo  that  works  automatically,  or  by  a  torpedo 
localized  by  itself,  would  the  explosion  take  place  by  the  impact  of  the 
ship? — A.  Yes,  sir;  electricity  is  not  used  in  these  movable,  automatic 
torpedoes.  Fulminate  is  used,  and  the  explosion  caused  by  the  impact 
of  a  plunger  which  is  driven  back  into  the  case  of  folminate. 

Q.  So  that  when  the  vessel  struck  it ^A.  No;  this  torpedo  I  am 

describing  progresses  until  it  strikes  something  and  then  this  plunger 
is  driven  back. 

Q.  Areminesever  used  of  this  kind f — ^A.  Yes;  contact  mines;  they 
are  both  mechanical.  I  mean  the  operation  of  exploding  it  is  not  eon* 
nected  with  the  of  operation  of  electricty.  They  are  electro-mechanical 
where  both  forces  are  brought  in  play,  applying  to  torpedoes  which 
must  be  tipped  over  by  the  object  striking  it.  The  electric  torpedo  or 
mine  is  one  where  the  operator  must  close  the  circuit  by  a  key. 

Q.  I  notice  in  the  examination  by  the  judge  advocate  that  questions 
were  asked  of  the  witnesses,  particularly  the  officers  aboard  the  ship, 
as  to  whether  she  had  the  same  bearing  or  heading  at  the  moment  of 
explosion  as  she  had  been  accustomed  to  having  at  the  same  hour  of 
the  day  on  preceding  days,  and  they  said  there  was  a  difference  Y — A. 
This  question  was  asked  because  if  the  torpedo  had  been  placed  at  a 
certain  point — ^the  ship  was  riding  to  a  buoy — ^in  order  that  the  torpedo 
should  do  the  utmost  damage,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  ship  to  be 
over  it,  and  as  she  swung  about  it  was  possible  to  explode  it  without 
doing  much  damage,  but  if  a  time  was  selected  when  she  swung  exactly 
over  it,  it  would  destroy  her.  Of  course,  a  very  little  distance  makes  a 
great  difference  in  the  amount  of  damage  done.  The  radius  of  effective 
damage  is  not  very  large,  not  nearly  so  large  as  the  radius  a  ship  would 
describe  in  swinging  around  a  buoy. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  Was  it  moored  by  the  stem  or  stern  T — ^A.  Stem. 

Q.  Did  she  swing  with  the  wind  and  tidef — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  arct — ^A.  That  would  depend  on  the  chain. 
They  probably  had  a  small  amount  of  chain  out.  If  she  was  riding  to 
an  anchor,  of  course  the  arc  would  be  quite  large. 

Q.  Taking  into  account  that  she  was  riding  to  a  buoy,  and  that  this 
accident  happened  a  hundred  feet  from  the  stem,  what  would  be  the 
arc  of  swingf — ^A.  She  might  have  had  out  12  to  18  feet  of  chain,  and 
if  the  torpedo  was  a  hundred  feet  from  the  buoy,  and  she  swung  180 
degrees  from  that  point,  her  bow  would  then  be  112  to  118  feet  tnan  the 
torpedo. 

Q.  Where  would  this  hundred  feet  point  be— how  much  play  had  that 

point  of  100  feet  on  an  arc A.  Your  question,  I  think,  placed  the 

torpedo,  supposing  there  was  one  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  100  feet 
from  the  buoy,  and  if  she  headed  a  certain  direction  she  would  be 
directly  over  it.  If  she  headed  180  degrees  away,  the  distance  would 
be  100  feet  plus  the  length  of  the  chain,  which  would  be  about  112  to 
118  feet 

By  Mr.  Gb AY: 

Q.  Feet  or  fathoms! — ^A.  Feet.  You  would  have  just  enough  chain 
out  to  swing  clear  of  the  buoy.    Is  that  ])lainf 
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Q.  Here  is  the  ship.  [iBdicating.]  Here  is  tbe  buoy.  Here  is  the 
l>oint  of  100  feet  where  we  sappose  the  torpedo  to  be.  This  ship  swings 
how  iar  f  Can  she  swing  from  one  side  to  another  over  the  torpedo  Y — 
^.  It  wonld  be  the  distance  from  the  bnoy  plos  the  length  of  the  chain, 
which  would  be  112  to  118  feet. 

Q.  That  wonld  be  the  amonnt  of  the  swing f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Fob akbb  : 
Q*  She  swings  that  way  t — ^A.  In  any  way. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  In  your  study  of  this  question,  have  you  ever  known  of  priyate 
individuals  putting  torpedoes  in  harbors  to  destroy  ships  t — ^A.  I  never 
heard  of  it. 

Q.  It  costs  a  great  deal  of  money  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  can  not  be. 
carried  on  without  attracting  attention. 

By  Mr.  MoBOAN; 

Q.  What  would  be  the  weight  of  a  torpedo  to  work  the  amount  of 
damage  done  on  this  shipf — ^A.  That  can  not  be  answered  definitely. 
It  is  usual  for  ground  mines,  those  placed  on  the  bottom,  to  use  very 
heavy  cases,  so  that  the  case  may  serve  as  an  anchor.  They  are  fre- 
quently made  of  cast  iron,  very  thick  walls.  Buoyant  mines,  placed 
where  the  water  is  very  deep,  to  bring  them  to  near  the  bottom  of  the 
ship,  are  made  of  comparatively  light  material,  such  as  steel  plate. 
So  there  is  an  opportunity  for  very  wide  speculation  as  regards  weight. 
I  have  given  you  the  amount  of  explosive,  and  the  case  would,  roughly 
estimated,  probably  weigh  500  i>ounds. 

ByMr.  Oullom: 

Q.  What  would  be  probably  the  length  of  a  submarine  mine  with 
300  x>ounds  of  explosive  material  in  itt — A.  They  are  very  frequently 
made  the  shape  of  a  sphere.  Those  placed  on  the  bottom  are  commonly 
flat,  while  the  buoyant  are  spherical. 

Q.  One  man  could  not  handle  itt — ^A.  No,  sir;  only  with  derrick  and 
tackles. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  What  do  I  understand  you  to  say  might  be  the  total  weight  of 
this,  case  and  allt — ^A.  Five  hundred  to  a  thousand  pounds. 

Q.  Could  that  kind  of  a  contrivance  be  drawn  under  that  ship  by  a 
line  as  you  described T — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  describing  the  ordinary 
mines  used  for  service.  You  can  put  dynamite  or  gun  cotton  in  a  rub- 
ber bag  with  air  space  enough  to  float  it. 

Q.  How  large  are  the  conducting  wires  by  which  these  explosions 
are  madet — ^A.  That  is  very  variable.  Gables  laid  down  prepared  for 
use  with  permanent  systems  are  armored. 

Q.  Insalatcd? — ^A.  Not  only  insulated^ut  armored  like  a  submarine 
cable  in  order  to  resist  abrasion,  etc.  Yet,  for  ordinary  use  you  can 
use  a  small  wire  like  my  pencil. 

Q.  Do  those  contrivances  generally  have  either  one  or  two  wires  T — 
A.  Either.  In  salt  water  you  can  use  either  a  reel  service  or  two  wires 
without  the  reel  service. 

By  Mr.  Lobok  : 

Q.  Would  the  ordinary  torpedo  be  sufSciently  powerftil  to  produce 

•  the  result  produced  in  the  Maine  f — ^A.  In  my  opinion  it  would  not.    I 

so  stated  immediately  after  the  report  of  the  damage  done  to  the  Maine. 
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By  Mr.  Datib: 

Q.  Why  do  yoa  think  the  torpedo  was  souk  befcRe  the  urival  <^  the 
Maine  f — ^A.  Beeaiue  of  the  diffieulty  of  placing  it  without  deteetiuc— 
without  itM  being  known — after  the  arnyal  of  the  Jfala«. 

By  Mr.  Grat: 

Q,  Thatwastheporportof  myqneetion^aetohowtiiatoodld  bedone. 
with  proper  diseiplinef — A,  Ton  can  tell  how  difficult  it  is  to  detect 
work  going  on  at  night,  and  yon  know  something  about  the  intelligence 
of  men  who  do  sentry  duty  in  army  and  navy.  Yon  probably  know 
many  instances  where  sentries  and  lookouts,  particularly  in  the  Army 
and  in  important  places,  have  been  surprised  and  oyeroome  in  hand-to- 
hand  conflict.  I  do  not  think  myself  that  any  such  thing  as  tiiat 
occurred.  I  belieye  the  torpedo  was  placed  there  before  the  Jfata^ 
went  there,  but  there  is  a  possibility  of  it. 

Q.  Even  with  good  diseiplinef — A.  Th^e  was  no  question  the  ^hip 
had  good  disciplhie. 

By  Mr.  Dayis: 

Q.  Considering  the  swing  of  the  vessel,  must  it  not  have  been  a  mat- 
ter of  very  nice  calculation  when  to  spring  that  minef — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Not  in  tfae  sense  of  nicety  of  practice  in  adjusting  instrumentB,  not  aueh 
a  degree  of  nicety.  It  was  a  comparatively  easy  job  to  judge  by  the 
eye. 

Q.  Would  it  have  to  be  done  by  bearings  f — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  would  you  do  itf — A.  Because  the  shore  was  so  near — only 
500  or  600  yards  off.  Besides,  anyone  doing  that  work  had  the  buoy 
as  a  guide,  and  if  be  knew  the  distance  of  the  torpedo  from  the  buoy, 
and  knew  the  ship,  when  headed  in  a  certain  direction  would  be  over 
the  mine,  it  would  be  not  difficult. 

By  Mr.  GBA.Y: 

Q.  That  obseiTation  would  be  very  difficult  at  night  f — ^A.  I  do  not 
think  it  would,  because  you  would  only  have  to  see  what  direction  the 
ship  was  heading,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  do  that.  If  you  know  that 
when  a  ship  heads  or  tails  in  a  certain  direction  she  must  be  over  a 
torpedo,  there  is  only  to  know  what  direction  she  is  heading. 

Q.  The  lights  would  indicate  thatf — A.  Certainly. 

By  Mr.  Lodge  : 

Q.  Was  there  not  opportunity  to  determine  the  exact  hour  on  pre- 
vious nights  when  it  would  be  over  the  torpedo? — ^A.  The  winds  at 
Havana  are  generally  north  to  east;  those  are  the  prevailing  winds. 
The  currents  are  small.  I  have  read,  though  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
true,  that  the  ship  had  never  headed  before  in  the  direction  she  did  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion. 

By  Mr.  Fobakbb  : 

Q.  A  submarine  mine  is  only  a  torpedo  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  under  another 
name. 

Q.  As  I  have  understood,  while  you  have  described  the  way  it  could 
be  put  under  the  ship,  yet  in  your  judgment  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  do  that  without  it  being  discovered? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Oullom: 

Q.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  boats  were  running  in  and  out  that  har- 
bor almost  within  shaking  hands  distance  from  the  battle  ship,  and  that,  * 
on  a  night  for  instance,  a  boat  could  go  in  there  and  slip  something  under 
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it  without  the  call  of  the  sentry  T — A.  Perhaps  I  have  not  made  myself 
dear  in  one  respect.  I  discussed  and  described  regular  submarine  mines 
for  harbor  defense.  I  think  I  also  mentioned  that  modern  explosives  do 
not  require  a  strong  envelope  or  inclosure  to  be  effective 

By  Mr,  Morgan  : 

Q.  You  also  said  that  dynamite  or  modem  explosives  might  be  con- 
veyed in  a  rubber  bag? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  want  to  enlarge  on  that 
now.  It  does  not  follow  of  necessity  that  that  damage  could  not  be 
done  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  use  of  a  submarine  mine.  That 
explosion  which  destroyed  two  Chilean  ships,  there  the  explosive  was 
placed  loosely  in  a  boat  with  a  false  bottom,  and  did  so  much  damage 
that  both  ships  sunk  almost  immediately,  one  while  the  boat  was  being 
lioisted  and  the  other  while  the  boat  was  being  cleared  of  some  tempt- 
ing provisions  on  the  false  deck. 

By  Mr.  Fe  YB ; 

Q.  In  the  one  case  you  deal  with  probabilities  and  in  the  other  with 
possibilities  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Forakeb: 

Q.  Your  belief  is  that  it  was  destroyed  by  a  mine  under  the  vessel  f — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  exploded  from  the  shore  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  How  far  was  the  ship  from  the  shore  f — A.  I  have  seen  it  stated 
that  it  was  about  500  yards,  but  that  is  susceptible  of  exact  determina- 
tion.   I  think  the  buoy  she  was  using.  No.  4,  is  given  on  the  charts. 

By  Mr.  Fobakbb  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  regulations  of  Havana  for  the  use  or  sale  of 
explosives  Y— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  These  are  not  ordinarily  found  in  stores  or  toy  shops  for  sale? — 
A.  By  no  means;  particularly  in  a  place  like  Havana  to-day,  where 
fighting  is  going  on  more  or  less  all  the  time  in  the  neighborhood. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  You  think  that  mine  could  not  be  placed  there  without  the  consent 
of  the  authorities t — ^A.  I  do — ^I  will  change  that;  I  do  not  think  it  was 
probable. 

By  Mr.  Fobakeb  : 

Q.  The  probability  is  that  it  was  put  there  by  Government  authority, 
and  known  to  be  there  by  the  Government  officials? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Lodob: 

Q.  If  that  flotilla  of  torpedo  destroyers  and  torpedo  boats  now  on  its 
way  from  the  Canaries  could  be  brought  to  Havana  and  placed  in  the 
harbor,  would  it  not  then  become  formidable  and  an  increased  danger 
in  the  naval  situation  to  usf — ^A.  An  increased  danger! 

Q.  Yes,  sir. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  would. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  I  ask  the  same  question  as  to  Puerto  Bicof — ^A.  In  a  less  degree. 
They  would  be  formidable  anywhere  in  the  case  of  war  and  operations 
of  a  campaign  were  conducted  against  both  islands  at  the  same  time, 
and  that  would  be  advisable,  in  order  to  deprive  the  Spaniards  of  a 
base.  To  attack  Ouba  and  leave  Puerto  Bico  would  simply  leave  them 
»  base  to  work  frosu 
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By  Mr.  Fob akeb  : 

Q.  I  suppose,  in  a  harbor  like  Havana,  when  mined  at  all  there  ia 
more  than  one  such  mine,  as  a  rulef — ^A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  And  the  electric  wires  are  taken  to  the  shore  to  the  same  place, 
as  a  mlet — A.  As  a  rule,  in  harbor  defense  the  cables  are  laid  to  a 
gallery  under  water  connected  with  a  fort  or  some  secret  place.  This 
gallery  is  always  kept  secret  as  far  as  possible,  never  given  oat.  For 
instance,  our  own  forts,  fitted  with  cables  and  galleries,  the  precise 
location  is  always  kept  secret.  I  know  our  forts  are  planted  and  have 
these  galleries,  but  I  do  not  know  where  they  are^  that  is  very 
confidential. 

Q.  Confided  only  to  Government  officials — army  or  navy  t — A.  Army 
exclusively. 

By  Mr.  Fb  YE : 

Q.  Why  should  not  those  cables  leading  to  the  torpedoes  hare  been 
destroyed  after  the  explosion  f — ^A.  It  was  a  very  simple  matter  to  haul 
them  in. 

Q.  They  are  made  to  haul  inf — A.  Certainly.  Not  necessarily,  bbt 
that  could  be  done.  After  the  torpedo  is  exploded  the  wires  have  done 
their  work. 

By  Mr.  Tubpie  : 

Q.  Hauled  in  by  machinery,  and  payed  outT — ^A.  Kot  torpedoes] 
cables. 

By  Mr.  Fobakbb  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  ship  could  have  been  blown  up  by  dynamite 
carried  in  a  rubber  bag,  or  anything  of  that  kindt — ^A.  I  think  the 
probability  is  against  it. 

Q.  If  carried  in  that  way  there  would  have  been  somebody  about 
there T — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  in  that  vicinity. 

Q.  It  would  have  to  be  done  in  a  smaU  boat,  and  fired  at  the  time 
used  t — ^A.  It  has  just  occurred  to  me  that  one  theoiy  might  be  advanced 
that  I  have  not  explained.  I  spoke  of  a  buoyant  mine  which  is  attached 
to  a  cable  and  also  to  an  anchor.  Suppose  this  box  to  represent  the 
mine,  and  my  pencil  a  cable  attached  to  an  anchor,  that  is  made  to  ex* 
plode  automatically,  so  that  when  a  ship,  say,  swings  against  it  and 
inclines  it  a  certain  amount — a  favorite  mechanical  arrangement  is  to 
have  a  ball  inside  which  rolls  down  an  inclined  plane  and  completes 
the  circuit. 

This  arrangement  can  be  made  harmless  by  disconnecting  the  battery 
on  shore,  and  the  ship  may  bump  and  it  will  not  be  exploded,  because 
there  is  no  electric  current — ^it  has  been  switched  off  on  shore.  When 
it  is  desired  these  mines  shall  watch,  as  it  is  termed,  the  current  is  then 
put  on  on  shore,  and  they  will  not  then  be  exploded  until  struck  by  some 
object,  and  in  this  instance  heeled  over.  It  is  not  impossible  that  the 
Maine  might  have  been  destroyed  by  a  mine  of  that  description. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  What  is  the  weight  of  1,500  feet  of  this  conducting  wire,  should 
you  think  f — A.  I  can  not  give  you  an  estimate  on  that.  In  the  first 
place,  as  £  stated,  the  wire  varies  so  very  much. 

Q.  The  smallest  kind  you  knowt  What  does  a  foot  of  that  kind  of 
wire  weigh  f — A.  Wire  that  could  do  the  work  might,  that  length, 
weigh  perhaps  only  ten  or  fifteen  pounds;  you  could  carry  the  ooil  on 
your  arm,  and  it  might  run  up  to  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  pounds,    I 
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MTonld  not  want  to  go  on  record  as  giving  an  estimate  for  that — ^it  is 
oapable  of  such  a  wide  range.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  What  would  be  oar  method  of  protecting  onr  fleet  if  we  wanted 
^to  blockade  Havana — shoot  at  it  at  a  distance — the  torpedo  boats, 
jdestroy  themf — ^A.  We  suppose  the  flotilla  to  be  in  Havana  and  our 
sLips  outside  endeavoring  to  blockade,  and  they  came  out  to  attack. 

Q.  Yes,  or  we  wanted  to  prevent  them  from  attacking  their  way — 
iTvhat  is  our  plan  of  attack  to  prevent  them  or  destroy  themf — A.  1  do 
not  know  that  we  have  any  plan,  but  if  we  approached  near  enough 
tbe  port  to  bombard  it,  of  course  the  ships  would  be  sAbject  to  bom- 
bardment. The  most  efficacious,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  hazard- 
ous way.  would  be  to  send  vessels  in  to  ram  them — flight  draft  vessels 
that  probably  would  not  strike  any  obstruction. 

By  Mr.  Fob akbb  : 

Q.  Bam  these  torpedo  boats  f — A.  Tes,  sir,  surprise  them  and  ram 
them.  Of  course  if  they  get  near  enoagh  the  ship  they  are  subject  to 
a  very  severe  fire  from  the  secondary  batteries,  small  quick-firing  guns, 
and  onslaughts  from  the  vidette  boats — picket  boats.  We  have  no  cases 
on  record  in  experiment  where,  in  the  daytime,  torpedo  boats  have  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  within  striking  distance  of  well-armed  ships. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  Please  explain  the  torpedo  nettings'. — A.  Formerly  many  ves- 
Belsr— we  never  had  any  in  our  Navy—were  supplied  with  nettings  to 
catch  these  electromotive  torpedoes,  but  they  have  been  found  so  serious 
a  detriment  to  the  mobility  of  the  vessels  that  they  have  been  dis- 
carded. Now  torpedoes  also  have  a  crescent- shai)ed  knife  for  cutting, 
and  their  speed  is  so  great  and  there  is  so  much  danger  of  the  nets 
foaling  the  screws  of  the  vessels  and  disabling  them  that  they  have 
been  done  away  with. 

By  Mr.  Oullom: 

Q.  So  that  the  fact  that  the  nettings  were  not  let  down  makes  no 
case  against  the  captain  of  the  Maine? — ^A.  The  Maine  had  no  nets; 
ihey  never  had  any  in  our  Navy. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  How  many  torpedo  boats  have  wef — ^A.  We  have  six  at  Key 
West;  three  more  ready  to  go  in  a  few  days  down  there;  all  small 
though. 

By  Mr.  Oullom  : 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  this  flotilla  that  is  coming  overY — ^A.  Only 
in  a  general  way.  Of  course  I  could  get  access  to  any  information  at 
any  time.  I  believe  the  squadron  that  has  started  is  composed  of  three 
destroyers  and  three  torpedo  boats,  and  a  converted  cruiser  accom- 
panying them.    I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  steamer. 

Q«  I  understand  that  another  squadron  has  started? — A.  Tes;  I  saw 
that.  I  believe  it  is  composed  of  the  Maria  Theresa^  a  sister  boat  to 
the  Yizcaya]  the  Oolon^  and  a  torpedo  destroyer  named  the  Destructor. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 
Q«  Where  is  the  Pelayaf — ^A.  At  FerroL 

By  Mr.  Lodgb  : 

Q.  Have  they  not  three  more  armored  ships  in  dock  nowt — ^A.  I  do 
not  know.    The  latest  information 
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Q.  I  was  told  they  were  still  in  dock,  and  wonld  be  oat  between  the 
15th  of  April  and  the  Ist  of  May. — ^A.  1  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Fobakeb  : 

Q.  I  saw  a  cable  that  the  Pelaya  had  started  for  Toulon. — ^A.  She  has 
been  opposite  Toulon,  and  has  been  repaired  there,  at  La  Seyne. 

Q.  How  do  we  compare  with  Spain  as  to  first-class  battle  ships  ot 
first-class  armored  cruisers Y — ^A.  We  have  more  battle  ships;  we  have 
not  quite  as  many  armored  cruisers. 

By  Mr.  Lodge  : 

Q.  Ours  are  heavier  ships t — A,  Yes,  sir;  the  Brooklyn  and  New 
York 

Q.  In  battle  ships  we  are  much  more  i>owerfult — ^A.  Very  much. 

Q.  Should  you  not  think  it  very  important  in  case  war  was  coming  to 
dispose  of  that  flotilla  before  it  reached  Havana t — ^A.  It  would  be  an 
important  advantage.  Much  depends  upon  the  proposed  campaign — 
what  we  are  going  to  do;  whether  it  is  to  be  strictly  a  navaJ  war^ 
whether  we  are  to  confine  ourselves  to  marine  operations,  or  whether 
we  are  to  land  troops  on  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico^  and  what 
the  purpose  of  the  Government  is.  That  ought  to  be  decided  first,  in 
my  opinion,  and  then  we  could  decide  what  to  do. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Gould  we  land  troops  with  this  flotilla  at  Havana! — ^A.  I  wonld 
not  advocate  it.  Warfare  dan  not  be  carried  on  now  as  it  used  to  be, 
where  a  fleet  could  go  in  under  the  guns  of  a  fort  and  land  troops  and 
bombard  the  fort  and  town  and  take  possession.  The  lesson  of  the 
Maine  proves  that  such  forts  must  be  taken  by  attack  on  shore,  with 
such  aid  as  the  ships  can  give,  and  some  place  not  mined  must  be 
selected  to  land.  The  object  of  the  Kavy  now  is  to  destroy  what  it  can 
by  bombardment  and  destroy  ships.  The  capture  of  territory  must  be 
left  to  the  Army. 

By  Mr.  FoBAEEB : 
Q.  How  are  our  ships  supplied  with  ammunition  f — ^A.  Very  welL 

By  Mr.  MoBOAN : 

'    Q.  How  is  the  Oregon^  compared  with  others! — ^A.  She  is  the  same 
caliber  as  others  in  our  Navy. 

Q.  What  would  happen  if  she  were  ordered  around  from  Callaof 
What  length  of  time  would  she  require  to  make  the  voyage? — A*  I 
have  not  the  distances  at  my  finger  ends — she  is  not  due  at  Gallao 

By  Mr.  Lodgb  : 

Q.  They  call  it  sixty  days  from  San  Francisco  t — ^A.  That  is  a  better 
statement  than  I  can  make  without  working  out  the  distance. 

You  all  understand  the  geographical  situation  of  these  islands.  Li 
the  west  the  islands  of  Key  West  and  Dry  Tortugas,  where  we  hope  to 
keep  coal  enough,  are  only  90  miles  from  Havana,  and  ships  operating 
around  the  west  end  of  Ouba  can  coal  there,  but  it  is  about  600  miles 
to  the  east  end  of  Guba,  Gape  Maysi  on  the  Windward  Ghannel,  and  on 
that  route  the  navigation  is  dfficult  and  the  navigable  waters  are  nar- 
row and  confined.  The  coast  of  Guba  presents  many  advantages  fin* 
small  vessels  to  dodge  out  from  the  shore  and  do  a  good  deal  of  harm 
to  passing  ships.  So,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  pass  to  and  fro  in  order 
to  get  coal  at  Key  West*,  and,  also,  it  is  too  far  to  go,  it  takes  too  much 
time  to  go  and  come.  If  you  are  on  the  south  coast  of  Guba  the  dia* 
tance  is  about  900  miles. 
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It  ia  very  important  to  have  a  coaling  station  at  the  east  end  of  Gnba, 
and  right  across  the  Windward  Channel  is  the  very  excellent  harbor  of 
St.  Nicholas  Mole,  which  belongs  to  Haiti.  We  nsed  that  as  a  coaling 
station  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and  it  did  not  then  require  any  very 
urgent  defense.  I  have  nrged  on  the  Secretary,  and  I  believe  it  has 
been  communicated  to  the  President,  that  that  port  be  hired  or  leased, 
or  obtained  in  some  way,  as  a  coaling  station. 

And  also,  as  I  should  certainly  recommend  if  operations  were  con- 
ducted at  the  same  time  about  Puerto  Bico,  which  is  still  farther  to  the 
eastward  some  considerable  distance,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a 
coaling  station  near  by,  and  I  would  recommend  St.  Thomas,  a  very 
good  port  and  capable  of  defense,  good  anchorage  there,  smooth  water, 
and  I  nnderstand  that  the  islands  of  the  Danish  West  Indies  can  be 
purchased  for  a  few  millions,  probably  five  or  under,  I  have  on  good 
authority,  and  1  should  think  the  purchase  of  •those  islands  would  be 
cheap  at  five  millions,  simply  to  get  the  islands,  as  you  would  buy  a 
cruiser  or  anything  else. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  think  we  ought  to  have  those  Danish  islands  any- 
way f — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  If  we  are  going  to  go  ahead  ourselves  in  the  West 
Indies,  we  must  have  coaUng  stations  there. 

Q.  For  our  own  protection! — A.  Yes,  sir. 

In  response  to  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Senator  Frye,  asking  for 
his  opinion  as  to  the  tenability  of  the  statement  made  in  the  report  of 
the  Spanish  board  of  inquiry  on  the  destruction  of  the  Maine,  that  one 
of  the  grounds  for  considering  the  explosion  to  have  occurred  on  the 
inside  of  the  vessel,  was  that  no  dead  fish  were  found  on  the  following 
morning,  the  following  letter  iirom  Commander  Bradford  was  received 
by  Senator  Frye: 

Washington,  D.  C,  Maroh  SI,  1898. 

Mt  Dear  Senator  :  In  reference  to  yonr  note  oonceming  dead  fish  about  the  Maine, 
I  heg  to  state  that  they  always  disappear  very  soon  after  an  explosion.  Many  of 
the  fish  that  appear  to  be  dead  after  a  sabmarine  explosion  are  only  stunned,  and  after 
ik  time  recover  and  disappear.  I  have  noticed  this  a  great  many  times  during  experi- 
ments at  Newport.  The  explosion  of  the  Maine  occurred  at  9.40  p.m.;  I  consider 
that  there  waa  ample  time  for  the  fish  to  have  disappeared  before  daylight.  I  have 
seen  it  stated  in  newspapers  that  there  are  very  few  fish  in  Havana^H arbor  on  account 
of  ita  being  very  foul.  I  do  not  personally  know  this  to  be  a  fact,  but  I  do  know 
that  the  harbor  is  very  foul. 

The  men  at  Newport  who  frequently  gathered  in  the  fish  after  a  torpedo  explosion 
80  well  understood  the  fact  that  they  "must  be  quick  that  they  were  always  ready  in 
their  boats  with  their  nets,  and  were  the  first  on  the  ground  in  order  to  scoop  up 
the  fish.  On  one  occasion  I  saw  a  sturgeon  weighing  at  least  100  pounds  apparently 
dead  after  a  torpedo  explosion,  and  men  went  alon guide  to  gather  him  in,  when  ha 
auddenly  righted,  disappeared,  and  was  never  seen  afterwards. 

Yours^  very  truly,  B.  B.  Bradford. 


STATEMEIT  OF  CAFT.  OHABLES  DWIOHT  SIGSBEE,  V.  B.  H.,  March 

31,  1898. 

Gapt.  Ghaslbs  Dwight  Sigsbee  sworn  by  the  chairman. 

Examination  by  Senator  Fbye  : 

Q.  What  18  yonr  full  name  and  profession  t — ^A.  Charles  Dwight 
Sigsbee,  captain,  XTnited  States  Navy,  late  commanding  the  United 
States  steamer  MtUne.  I  transferred  the  command  at  Havana.  I  held 
it  nntil  I  left;  the  flag  was  still  flying. 

31 
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Q.  What,  in  your  opinion,  caused  the  explosion  which  destroyed  the 
Maine? — ^A.  It  is,  of  course,  merely  matter  of  opinion.  My  opinion  is 
that  a  mine  destroyed  the  Maine^  either  permanent  or  temporary. 

Q.  Please  describe  what  you  mean  by  a  minet — A.  I  mean  a  large 
vessel  or  receptacle  filled  with  explosive  matter  and  submerged  at  a 
low  depth,  so  that  a  vessel  can  swing  over  or  against  it. 

Q.  How  large  a  mine — of  course  I  am  not  asking  for  exact  figures — 
how  large  and  heavy  a  mine  in  your  opinion  would  be  required  to  have 
the  effect  which  was  had  upon  your  shipt — ^A.  The  effect  on  the  ship  is 
not  known  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  permit  me  to  state,  and,  more- 
over, I  think  that  question  is  one  for  an  expert,  what  we  would  con- 
sider in  the  Navy  an  expert  in  matters  of  that  kind. 

It  would,  however,  undoubtedly  take  a  very  large  one,  but  in  my  opin- 
ion no  larger  than  could  be  planted  near  the  vessel  at  any  time  in  broad 
daylight  and  under  diiect  vision  with  the  means  available  in  Havana 
for  that  purpose.  This  assumes  that  about  12  men,  having  mutual 
confidence  and  preserving  secrecy,  would  be  necessary  to  plant  such 
a  mine. 

Q.  And  that  could  be  done  while  your  ship  was  preserving  the  ordi- 
nary discipline  and  watchfulness  of  a  ship  in  the  harbor  of  an  enemy  f — 
A.  Absolutely,  in  my  opinion.  I  could  dilate  a  little  on  that  if  you 
would  like  to  have  it.  That  [indicatingj  represents  a  ship  lying  at  a 
buoy,  that  being  the  buoy.    That  ship  will  swing  around  there. 

If  a  mine  is  planted  anywhere  in  that  area,  she  will  swing  over  that 
mine  in  time,  it  is  obvious.  Let  a  vessel  come  to  Havana.  She  pro- 
ceeds here  and  drops  a  mine  there.  In  time  the  vessel  will  swing  over 
it.  It  could  not  immediately  produce  the  destruction  of  the  vessel,  but 
in  time  that  vessel  will  swing  over  that  buoy,  and  at  that  time  it  could 
be  exploded.  Let  that  be  a  scow  with  a  between  decks.  There  there 
is  a  tube  coming  above  the  water  line;  there  is  another.  There  is  the 
water  line.  Outside  this  is  a  section.  There  is  a  bar  with  two  trips 
on  it  working  with  a  crank  fastened  on  standards;  sliugs  are  down 
there,  and  a  mine  can  be  slung  there  right  under  the  boat,  the  slings 
passing  up  through  two  tubes  there. 

From  here  the  wii-es  pass  through  another  tube  and  are  fastened  to  a 
reeL  That  min'e  can  be  weighted  so  the  specific  gravity  is  very  little 
more  than  water.  Tugs  and  lighters  are  passing  and  repassing  con- 
stantly, and  all  that  such  a  vessel — a  lighter,  say — ^has  to  do  is  to  drop 
that  buoy.  It  is  entirely  submerged  and  makes  no  wave,  has  very  little 
specific  gravity  more  than  water,  hence  very  little  pull  on  the  boat. 
Kow,  they  have  a  number  of  hoys  in  Havana  with  derricks  on  the  deck, 
very  slow  and  very  noisy,  and  they  are  passing  and  repassing  all  the 
time  until  late  in  the  evening.  A  vessel  of  that  kind  can  go  past  (here 
every  day.  and  she  can  go  to  a  wharf  or  anchor  in  the  stream,  and  when 
you  swing  over  that  buoy  that  vessel  can  strike  the  wires  and  sink  yon, 
and  she  can  cut  the  wires  and  steam  away,  or  she  can  drop  the  wires 
wherever  she  pleases. 

There  was  a  lot  of  idle  army  oilicers  there;  I  do  not  charge  them  with 
anything,  but  speak  of  the  possibilities  of  the  case.  In  this  case  I  have 
spoken  of  more  than  need  be.  I  showed  a  similar  sketch  to  Captain 
iSampson,  who  has  also  commanded  a  torpedo  station,  and  is  besides 
an  ordnance  officer,  and  I  asked,  pointing  to  a  vessel,  ^'Oonld  that  vessel 
drop  that  instantly  f  and  they  said  undoubtedly  she  could,  it  could  be 
done.  I  then  said,  ''Can  I  make  report  to  the  Navy  Departoient;  will 
you  permit  me  to  say  this  could  be  done  undonbtedly!"    The  only 
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t:Balification  was  that  it  woald  take  about  twelve  men  to  do  it.  That 
•  the  real  reason  I  asked  to  have  the  Montgomery  taken  away.  If  they 
'  ere  going  to  do  anything  to  blow  as  np  I  wanted  to  have  it  done  with 
smaller  vessel.  They  had  no  vigilance  whatever  and  no  guard  over 
8  or  our  vessels.  Their  vigilance  was  great  wherever  their  own  ves- 
els  were  concerned. 

By  Mr.  Gray  : 

Q.  No  vigilance  as  regards  youf — A.  No;  once  or  twice*they  played 
.  searchlight  on  us,  but  the  boats  were  coming  and  going  all  the  time, 
Li&d  we  would  hail  them,  and  they  must  have  heard  our  hail,  but  they 
vould  refuse  to  answer  the  first  time  and  commonly  the  second  time, 
bod  then  they  would  finally  answer  in  a  rather  impudent  manner  when 
ilxey  did  answer.  It  was  a  very  peculiar  thing;  they  seemed  to  have 
30  experience  of  other  nations'  vessels. 

By  Mr.  Fkyb  : 

Q,  Suppose  that  had  happened  as  you  suggest.  I  am  only  asking 
your  opinion.  In  your  opinion  could  that  be  done  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  any  Spanish  official f — A.  I  think  it  is  possible  it  could  have 
l>eeii  done  without  the  knowledge  of  the  high  officials — the  higher 
officials. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  How  would  they  get  hold  of  the  torpedo  t — A.  I  assume  they  could 
uiake  that  out  of  a  section  of  old  hogshead,  or  even  a  wine  pipe.  For 
tlie  short  time  it  was  to  be  down  an  immense  wine  pipe,  or  even  two  ot 
them,  might  have  been  taken,  and  stealing  up  to  a  boat  it  could  have 
been  taken  from  one  boat  to  another  and  then  dropped  in  shallow  water. 

Q.  What,  in  your  judgment,  was  the  probability? — ^A.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain in  my  mind  whether  to  attribute  it  to  a  temporary  mine  like  that 
or  a  permanent  one.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  officers  of  the  deck 
say  we  never  swung  in  that  particular  direction  before.  The  Maine  is 
lying  now  in  about  the  xM)sition  she  would  have  taken  to  play  on  the 
Spanish  batteries — the  Morro  and  Oabanas.  That  is  to  say,  if  the 
Maine  had  taken  a  notion  to  play  on  the  batteries,  she  would  be  in  that 
position.  Now,  I  give  this  merely  as  a  fact;  I  do  not  draw  any  special 
inference.  Here  is  the  mooring  point;  here  is  the  Spanish  admiral's 
bouse.    The  Maine  was  swinging  about  in  that  direction. 

Now,  if  a  mine  had  been  planted  there,  where  the  Maine  could  play 
on  the  batteries,  I  assume  it  would  have  been  planted  in  just  that 
place  where  the  Maine  was  blown  up.  If  only  one  had  been  planted, 
it  would  have  been  just  there.  If  a  mine  were  planted  in  range  from 
that  residence  to  the  buoy,  of  course,  when  the  Maine  swung  to  that 
buoy,  it  would  show  the  mine  was  under  the  ship's  keel.  It  was  my 
business  to  note  all  these  things,  but,  as  for  connecting  it  absolutely 
with  the  blowing  up  of  the  ship,  I  can  not  do  any  further  than  I  have 
stated. 

Q.  If  that  ship  had  swung  into  position  to  fire  on  the  castle  and  a 
torpedo  bad  been  placed,  or  mine  placed,  under  water  so  as  to  blow  the 
ship  up  in  case  she  did  fire,  then  it  would  have  been  placed  exactly 
where  you  were  blown  upT — ^A.  I  would  have  placed  it  there. 

Q.  That  suggests  the  possibility  of  its  having  been  placed  there 
before  you  were  located  there  t — A.  It  does. 

Q.  Has  it  not  occurred  to  you  that  very  likely  it  was  done  sot — A.  I 
think  if  we  had  owned  the  port  and  had  suspected  a  possible  aggressive 
spiriti  I  think  we  would  have  done  the  same  thing. 


; 
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Q.  Yoa  woald  have  pat  it  right  there  t — ^A.  If  we  only  had  one  mm 
I  should  have  pat  it  right  there. 

Q.  If  that  mine  had  been  placed  so,  how  would  it  have  been  ex- 
ploded Y — A.  I  infer  they  never  would  have  put  a  contact  mine  there- 
that  would  have  been  exploded  by  contact  with  the  bottom  of  tbe 
vessel,  because  other  vessels  were  coming  and  going  all  the  time,  b&t 
an  electric  mine,  having  wires  leading  ashore  or  elsewhere. 

By  Mr.  GULLOM: 

Q.  To  have  the  explosion  at  a  time  when  they  could  haye  control 
of  it! — ^A.  Yes;  the  time  and  opportunity  to  control  it. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  If  that  was  the  condition,  who  would  be  likely  to  have  charge  of 
the  electric  battery  which  exploded  the  minef — A.  I  am  unable  to  say 
that;  I  infer  the  Navy. 

Q.  An  official  f — A.  I  have  a  certain  reason  ibr  believing  this,  which 
perhaps  it  would  be  injudicious  to  disclose. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan: 

Q.  Taking  the  lights  on  the  ship,  which  had  not  been  extinguished 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  I  understand  they  would  furnish  tiie 
observer  on  the  shore  the  position  of  the  ship.  Would  such  an  observer 
be  able  at  night  to  ascertain  that  that  ship  was  at  that  moment  in  such 
bearing  as  she  could  fire  on  the  batteries f — ^A.  We  have  a  forward  and 
after  light  showing,  and  even  without  a  light  he  could  have  seen  it  by 
the  smokestacks,  which  are  large. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 
Q.  Gould  have  seen  at  night? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Fb ye  : 

Q.  No  difficulty  in  determining  whether  it  was  over  a  submarine 
minef — ^A.  l^o,  sir;  if  there  was  one  there.  I  have  no  knowledge 
whatever  that  the  Spanish  authorities  blew  the  ship  up;  I  am  merely 
giving  the  possibilities  of  the  case. 

Q.  The  Spaniards,  in  their  report  of  the  destruction  of  the  MainCj 
make  a  very  strong  point  of  the  fact  that  no  dead  fish  were  found  the 
next  day.  What  is  your  judgment  about  that  proposition T — ^A.  The 
ship  was  blown  up  at  9.40  p.  m.,  and  even  though  there  were  dead  fish, 
no  one  knows  where  they  might  have  gone  the  next  morning.  In  the 
next  place,  I  fancy,  if  any  d^d  fish  were  available,  the  reconoentradofl 
would  be  glad  to  get  them.  Again,  they  say  the  fish  leave  the  harbor 
and  go  to  sea  at  night.  I  have  seen  an  occasional  fish  jump  in  the  day- 
time, but  the  water  is  very  foul  and  nasty,  and  I  fancy  it  is  a  bad  water 
for  fish. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  The  walls  amidships  on  both  sides,  to  nearly  amidships,  were 
broken  downt — ^A.  Especially  so;  very  much  disintegrated.  It  is  all 
gone  on  the  port  side. 

Q.  So  that  if  that  was  done  by  an  internal  explosion  the  force  of  the 
explosion  would  have  gone  out  through  the  water  t — ^A.  That  is  a  ques- 
tion, if  there  was  an  internal  explosion. 

Q.  If  there  was^  the  force  of  that  explosion  must  have  gone  through 
the  water t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  would  not  that  have  killed  the  fisht — ^A.  I  think  it  would. 
Perhaps  not  so  much,  but  I  think  it  would  have  killed  them.    We 
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regarded  that  excnse  as  rather  peculiarly  Spanish  and  all  that  about 
tlie  wave,  etc.    They  were  groping  for  results  and  reasons. 

By  Mr.  Pr ye  : 

Q.  I  8apxM>8e  there  had  been  an  outward  tide  from  the  time  they 
-were  hunting  for  the  fish  until  the  morning. 

By  Mr.  Gray  : 

Q.  Is  there  much  tidet — A.  Very  little  tidal  flow.  There. is  an  ebb 
a^nd  flow,  of  course.  If  there  were  permanent  wires  ashore  to  the 
]>oints  established  by  the  Government,  it  is  conceivable  that  somebody 
may  have  dragged  for  those  wires  at  some  intermediate  point  between 
the  station  and  mine^  and  having  them,  may  have  blown  the  ship  up, 
or  they  may  have  gotten  control  of  the  switchboard  on  shore.  They 
did  not  like  us;  that  was  very  plain. 

Q.  What  examination  did  those  Spanish  boards  make  ot  the  acci- 
dentf — ^A.  They  had  not  done  anything  for  a  week;  had  not  been  down 
at  all.  Our  people  laughed  at  them.  Our  people  kept  going  down 
steadily,  and  they  a  little  at  a  time,  and  there  sat  a  correspondent  of  Pj 
^reat  American  journal  in  their  boat,  humbugging  them  all  the  time*, 
]>a86ing  out  cigars  to  them  and  making  fun  of  them,  and  they  did  not 
know  him.  They  thought  he  was  a  great  American  engineer  who  did 
not  care  much  for  Americans.  When  the  boatswain  came  to  them  with 
the  other  boat  he  transferred  to  that,  and  they  did  not  know  him. 
They  did  very  little  work  on  the  wreck.  It  was  absurd  as  compared 
with  our  work. 

Q.  Did  you  make  the  examination  as  thorough  as  possible  f — A.  The 
examination  was  made  very  much  under  the  wishes  of  the  board  ot 
inquiry;  whatever  they  wanted  they  got.  We  had  over  the  divers  all 
the  time  commissioned  officers.  They  had  part  of  the  time,  not  all  the 
time,  a  boatswain.  The  greatest  point  on  our  side  was  that  we  had 
Ensign  Powelson.  He  went  to  Glasgow  to  study  naval  architecture 
for  a  year;  then  he  preferred  to  be  a  line  officer.  Of  course,  the  ship 
was  very  much  disrupted.  Whenever  any  diver  would  come  out  Mr. 
Powelson  would  take  him  and  have  him  give,  in  the  first  place,  exact 
measurements  for  the  length  and  breadth  and  thickness. 

He  would  take  his  statement,  draw  a  diagram  of  what  he  had  seen, 
take  it  to  the  detailed  diagrams  of  the  ship,  and  reduce  it  to  a  certainty. 
He  would  know  that  a  certain  beam,  forward  of  a  certain  place  would 
be,  for  instance,  3  feet,  and  abaft  it  wonld  be  4  feet,  and  it  would  be  a 
certain  distance  from  one  of  the  longitudinals,  and  so  on,  until  he  had 
proved  conclusively  this  was  that  plate  or  beam  and  no  other.  When 
the  military  and  naval  men  come  to  look  at  onr  report  and  compare  it 
with  their  report,  with  the  fish  stor^'  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  I  think 
a  military  smile  will  go  around  the  world. 

By  Mr.  Fobakeb  : 

Q.  Was  the  ship  in  the  habit  of  swinging  all  the  way  around  that 
circle,  around  that  buoy?— A.  The  trade  wiud — the  prevailing  wind — is 
east,  and  as  the  sun  comes  up  it  blows  stiffer  and  varies  less,  but  dur- 
ing the  time  we  were  there  it  was  not  so  steady  in  direction,  but  we 
commonly  tailed  to  the  east  with  the  stem  to  the  Admiral's  house. 

By  Mr  Oullom: 

Q.  That  night  did  your  boat  swing  to  the  location  of  the  house! — ^A. 
She  swung  away  from  the  Admiral's  house  that  night. 
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By  Mr.  Fbtb  : 

Q.  Was  tliat  tbe  first  time  that  vessel  swang  that  way  t — ^A*  Some  ^' 
the  officers  said  that.  I  did  not  notice  it.  I  have  not  seen  the  Ftn 
swing  once  in  the  direction  the  Maine  swung. 

Q.  The  report  of  the  officers  was  to  that  effect  t — A*  I  think  the  coor. 
reports  to  that  effect.     . 

By  Mr.  MoBaAN : 

Q.  What  point  of  the  compass  is  that  ship  now! — A«  Her  bow  i5 
twisted  to  a  right  angle  and  shot  down  in  the  mud.  The  general  direc- 
tion IS  to  the  northward  and  westward.  The  trade  winds  are  to  the 
eastward. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Are  they  in  the  habit  of  docking  vessels  at  the  same  place  as  th^ 
Maine? — A.  It  was  riding  to  a  buoy.  When  a  man-of-war  comes  Id. 
she  makes  fast  to  one  of  these  baoys  and  swings  to  a  pivot.  Captain 
Stephens,  of  the  City  of  Washingtonj  that  night  or  the  next  day  said 
in  all  his  experience  he  never  knew  a  vessel  to  be  buoyed  in  jost  that 
place,  and  I  think  some  others  said  that. 

By  Mr.  Fobakeb  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  other  ships  preceded  yout — A.  The  captain  ol 
the  City  of  Washington  said  he  never  saw  auy  vessel  moored  there 
before.  It  was  almost  in  the  same  position  as  one  of  the  regular  plotted 
buoys,  1^0.  4,  and  there  was  nothing  to  make  anyone  suspiciouB. 

Q.  Were  there  any  torpedo  boats  in  port  while  you  were  there  f — A. 
All  the  Spanish  vessels  carry  torpedo  tubes.  The  vessel  blew  up  od 
the  port  side,  and  the  starboard  side  was  to  the  Spanish  vesseL 

Q.  I  saw  a  statement  in  a  i)aper  that  a  Spanish  vessel  was  the  la5C 
one  before  you  anchored  at  that  buoyT — A.  The  La  Oasca  came  oat 
and  anchored  the  day  before  or  the  second  day  before  we  went  in.  She 
has  torpedo  tubes.  I  was  informed  several  days  after  the  explosion  bj 
a  Cuban  who  said  his  father  was  an  American  citizen  that  the  La  Oa^ca 
was  General  Weyler's  dispatch  boat,  tbe  one  used  by  him  in  any  tiar 
about  the  waters  of  the  island.  The  captain  of  that  vessel  never  called 
on  me.  I  do  not  know  why.  PerhajiS  he  thought  his  was  too  small  a 
vessel.  I  permitted  myself  to  suspect  him,  but  I  must  say  I  never  had 
anything  in  the  nature  of  proof. 

By  Mr.  MoBaAN : 

Q.  Had  yoa  any  intimation  of  danger!^ A.  Never,  except  one  daj 
when  I  was  going  to  a  bullfight  I  received  a  placard,  handed  to  me  in 
the  street,  and  I  took  it  and  put  it  in  my  waistcoat  {racket  and  went  on 
to  the  bullfight. 

Q.  Was  there  any  writing  on  itt — ^A.  That  was  another^  which  was 
sent  through  the  mails,  and  on  the  bottom  was  written,  '^Look  oat  for 
your  ship."  These  cards  are  sent  by  these  people— General  Lee  get» 
them  periodically.  When  someone  complained  of  it,  he  asked  if  there 
was  any  date  on  it.  He  said  the  people  generally  fixed  a  date  for  his 
assassination. 

Q.  The  placard  was  handed  to  you  while  you  were  going  to  a  bull- 
fight f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  another  was  sent  me  through  the  maOs. 

By  Mr.  Gray: 

Q.  Was  it  printed  t — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  printed  on  it ^-7- A.  A  lot  of  stuff:  Viva  Weyler  and 
viva  Spain,  and  down  with  the  United  States  of  America^  etc    Are 


AFFAIBS   m  CUBA.  487 

going  ^  submit  to  this  vessel  coming  here  from  their  rotten  old 
fLeety  etc. 

By  Mr.  Oullom  : 

Q.  With  these  lines  written  t — ^A.  That  came  through  the  mails. 
People  handed  them  to  me  on  the  street.  I  conld  not  help  thinking 
some  of  the  American  colony  got  them  up  themselves  for  a  joke. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  Have  yon  examined  the  testimony  sent  to  Congress  f — A.  I  heard 
a  great  deal  of  the  testimony,  but  have  not  read  it  all,  because  I  have 
not  a  copy.  I  know  most  of  the  important  testimony.  When  I  found 
"things  were  going  very,  very  carefully  and  scientifically  in  the  court, 
I  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  attend  all  the  time.  I  preferred  to  be 
measured  by  the  judgment  of  other  people. 

By  Mr.  Tubpib  : 

Q.  Before  they  commenced  the  examination,  did  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment make  any  offer  of  reward  for  the  detection  or  discovery  of  per- 
sons concerned  iu  the  destruction  of  the  Mainel — A.  They  decided  at 
once,  and  so  stated  to  me,  that  it  was  an  accident,  and  must  have  been 
an  accident.  For  a  few  thinutes,  say  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  after 
the  explosion,  on  the  City  of  Washington^  they  were  very  anxious  to 
know  the  cause,  and  I  replied  that  I  must  await  an  investigation;  it 
was  perhaps  all  natural. 

By  Mr.  Fryb  : 

Q.  They  insisted  it  was  an  accident! — A.  The  Spanish  admiral  said 
first  it  was  the  dynamo  boiler.  I  said  we  have  no  dynamo.  He  then 
said  it  was  the  boilers,  and  then  I  said  the  aftermost  boilers  only  were 
used,  and  the  forward  boilers  had  not  been  lighted  for  three  months. 
As  for  the  ooal  bunker  alongside  the  10-inch  magazine,  that  was  in  use 
that  day;  we  were  using  it.  There  was  a  full  bunker  on  the  port  side 
next  the  6-inch  reserve  magazine  that  had  been  filled  for  three  months, 
the  coal  in  particularly  stable  condition,  bunkers  inspected,  and  all 
right.  It  was  the  most  exposed  bunker  in  the  ship  with  radiating  sur- 
face, so  that  it  is  inconceivable  that  bunker  should  have  been  heated 
without  being  noticed. 

By  Mr.  Ob  at  : 

Q.  There  was  a  special  examination  made! — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  the 
magazine  temperature  is  taken  daily  and  recorded  and  sent  to  the 
Navy  Department  for  every  day  in  the  month. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  tern peraturet — ^A.  No,  sir;  for  it  would  not 
come  to  me  unless  it  were  abnormal.  To  show  you  the  kind  of  a  man 
who  took  the  temi>erature,  made  the  inspection — ^he  was  a  three-medal 
man.  The  gunner  was  under  suspension  for  insubordination.  The 
gunner's  mate,  who  was  a  much  better  man  and  had  three  good-conduct 
medals — that  meant  that  for  three  enlistments  he  had  good-conduct 
medals.  He  had  been  two  years  under  his  present  enlistment,  and 
every  mark  under  every  heading  was  the  maximum,  and  no  punish- 
ments recorded  against  him. 

By  Mr.  Cullom: 
Q.  This  suspended  man  had  nothing  to  do  with  taking  the  tempera- 
ture t — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Gb AT : 
Q.  Did  this  man  escape  with  his  lifef — A.  No,  sir;  he  was  killed. 
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By  Mr.  Fr  yb  :  ^ 

Q.  It  takes,  if  I  am  correct,  600  degrees  Fahrenheit  to  blow  op 
powder. — ^A.  It  takes  a  very  high  temperatnre.  We  had  the  bror& 
prismatic  x>owder.  I  shoald  rather  trust  the  temx)eratare  to  an  expert. 
The  forward  magazine  was  normal;  the  after  magazine,  which  is  near 
a  number  of  steam  tanks  and  pipes,  etc.,  was  often  aboVe  the  nomi&I« 
the  temperatnre  there  often  being  112,  but  that  gave  no  concern,  fur 
that  was  well  within  the  safety  limit.  It  might  be,  on  a  hot  day,  103  or 
104,  or  even  112,  and  no  concern  felt. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  it  would  have  been  possible  to  reach  that  high 
degree  of  heat  without  discovering  itf — A.  It  is  inconceivable.  All 
those  compartments  are  electrically  connected  with  annunciators  out- 
side my  door.  These  annunciators  are  very  sensitive,  and  often  ring 
even  when  there  is  nothing  there. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  ship  was  Lieutenant  Jenkins's  body  foandf^- 
A.  The  wardroom  messroom.  Just  forward  of  that  is  a  large  compart- 
ment. On  one  side  are  the  torpedo  tubes.  His  body  was  found  oppo- 
site that.  The  ship  is  very  high  there,  higher  than  that  brass  railing. 
Everjrthing  was  buoyant  and  everything  ro9B  to  the  top,  and  all  the 
loose  articles  and  rubbish  was  up  there,  and  that  shows  why  it  was 
difficult  to  get  down  there  to  clear  away  by  a  single  diver. 

Q.  I  ask  the  question  because  it  is  stated  he  was  found  in  one  of  the 
magazines. — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  particularly  wide  open,  beaatifiil 
compartment,    fie  was  sitting  at  the  mess  table 

By  Mr.  Oullom  : 

Q.  When  the  explosion  occurred  f — A.  Yes,  sir.  If  he  had  been  in 
the  shell  room — ^none  of  the  shell  rooms  exploded.  The  after  part  was 
not  torn  or  hurt.  The  plates  were  torn  10  or  12  feet  above  the  amid- 
ship  section.  Forward  of  that  all  the  damage  occurred.  Oonseqaently 
no  damage  was  attributable  to  anything  aft,  for  there  was  no  explosion 
there.  The  Spanish  said  the  war  heads  exploded.  They  were  aJl  aft. 
There  was  but  one  thing  to  be  taken  under  suspicion  in  the  Maine, 
That  was  the  mere  fact  that  there  was  a  bunker  alongside  a  magazine; 
but  there  is  not  the  slightest  suspicion  of  that  bunker  besides  its 
existence  there. 

By  Mr.  Gb AY : 

Q.  That  bunker  had  been  examined  that  dayf — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I 
had  my  hands  on  it  the  day  before.  You  had  to  go  in  a  passage  right 
around  three  sides  of  it,  and  it  was  the  loafing  place  of  the  men,  where 
they  made  their  little  ships  and  models  and  did  their  playing,  so  it 
would  have  roasted  them  out  if  there  had  been  anything  of  that  heat 
there. 

By  Mr.  Foeakeb  : 
Q.  There  was  an  annunciator  at  your  door,  anyhow t — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Gbay  : 

Q.  Is  the  officer,'  commissioned  or  petty,  who  took  the  temperature  ot 
that  bunker  that  day  alive f — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  examined. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  the  examination  madet — ^A.  I  do  not 
remember  the  exact  time. 
Q.  What  was  the  custom  f — A.  Saturday  afternoon  was  the  usual 
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time.    There  was  no  ri^d  time  to  examine;  one  time  was  as  good  as 
another. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  Did  yon  have  soft  or  anthracite  coalf — A.  Both  kinds.  We  had 
soft  coal  which  bad  been  examined  at  Newport  News,  and  which  had 
been  in  the  ship  three  months  and  was  very  stable.  Commonly,  we 
nsed  all  the  coal  from  the  forward  bunkers  first,  because  that  brought 
the  ship  down  in  the  head.  At  Key  West  they  made  as  take  in  anthra- 
cite coal  which  had  been  there  a  long  time  and  they  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  it.  We  were  quite  as  anxious,  having  got  it  aboard,  to  nse  it  as  they 
were,  and  I  wanted  to  keep  all  my  sott  coal,  as  it  was  so  stable,  and 
that  is  the  reason  for  retaining  the  coal  in  the  forward  bunkers. 

By  Mr.  Gullom: 

Q.  What  was  your  special  reason  for  nsing  the  anthracite  coalT — ^A. 
It  was  old,  and  consequently  we  could  not  use  it  to  the  best  advantage. 
And  the  soft  coal  is  better  for  steam  purposes.  Besides,  the  anthracite 
had  been  lying  in  the  air  for  a  long  time. 

By  Mr.  Obat  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  examinations  as  to  spontaneous  combus- 
tion!— ^A.  No,  sir;  but  the  English  have  gone  into  it  with  a  great  deal 
of  particularity.  Their  tests,  I  believe,  show  that  the  gas  works  along 
through  the  layers  of  coal  and  through  the  coal  dust,  and  works  along 
until  it  strikes  a  draft  of  air,  which  fed  it  and  ignited  it,  and  in  their 
exjieriments  they  found  in  that  way,  from  a  great  number  of  cases,  what 
to  expect  of  it.  Oaptain  Wainwright,  of  the  MainCj  and  formerly  head 
of  the  ofBce,  said  he  never  knew  of  spontaneous  combustion  without 
heat  in  the  first  instance. 

By  Mr.  Olabk: 

Q.  Do  you  treat  coal  with  water  or  anything  of  that  kind  when  not 
nsing  itt — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Fobaksb: 

Q.  State  briefly  the  effect  of  the  explosion  upon  the  keel  plates. — A. 
The  keel  plate  was  driven  upward  decidedly  in  one  respect.  That  is 
given  so  clearly  in  the  report  that  I  regret  to  go  into  it.  I  left  that  to 
the  court.  It  was  suggested  to  me  to  make  the  drawing,  and  I  declined 
because  I  did  not  wish  to  be  in  it  any  way. 

Q.  Can  you  indicate  in  those  drawings  the  one  Ahowing  its  existence 
above  the  deckf — A.  That  is  supposed  to  represent  there  the  keel  plate. 
It  is  thrown  up  like  that,  I  think  just  a  few  feet  below  the  water  line  of 
the  vesseL  I  do  not  like  to  go  too  far  in  this  myself,  because  I  might 
misjudge  something  of  what  the  court  said.  I  believe  that  was  one  of 
the  strongest  reasons  for  the  assumption  that  that  thing  could  not  have 
been  caused  by  an  internal  explosion. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q*  IIow  many  feet  was  it  blown  up  from  its  normal  place? — A.  About 
30, 1  think,  from  where  it  would  have  rested  in  the  mud  in  a  normal 
condition. 

« 

By  Mr.  Fobakeb  : 

Q.  What  is  that  drawing  showing  the  vertical  keel  broken? — ^A* 
Take  this  and  pile  it  up  like  that.  This  edge  and  that  edge  come 
together.    That  also  shows  the  rise  where  it  is  blown  up. 


490  AFFAIRS   IN   CUBA. 

Q.  Showing  the  force  came  from  below  t — A.  I  think  that  was  the 
inference  of  the  court,  and  would  be  of  anybody. 
.    Q.  Is  that  the  bottom  of  the  shipf — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  called  the 
keel  plate.    Instead  of  having  a  keel  outside  it  is  inside  and  perfectly 
dat. 

By  Mr.  OULLOM: 

Q.  Outside  of  what  you  have  mentioned,  were  there  any  indications 
of  a  mine? — A.  Not  so  far  as  I  know^  except  indentations  of  the  plate. 

Q.  A  hole  in  the  mud¥ — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  that. 

Q.  No  pieces  of  material  in  which  that  mine,  if  there  was  one,  was 
incased  f — ^A.  Gaptain  Converse  says  that  would  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  explosion. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan: 

Q.  I  saw  a  statement  that  some  concrete  or  plaster  had  been  thrown 
on  the  awnings  or  the  upper  deck  of  a  steamer  f — A.  A  large  piece  was 
thrown  on  the  City  of  Washingtonj  a  large  piece  2  or  3  feet  in  thick- 
ness. That  might  have  come  from  the  blower  engines  on  the  berth 
deck  below  the  upper  deck.  That  was  screwed  down  in  a  bed  of 
cement  in  the  men's  washroom. 

Q.  Was  there  any  cement  in  the  bottom  of  the  shipt — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
all  through  the  bilging  there  was  cement,  but  my  recollection  is  it  was 
not  demonstrated — there  was  no  evidence  to  show  conclusively  that 
cement  came  from  the  bottom  of  the  ship. 

Q.  It  might  have  come  from  either  placet — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  only 
heard  the  chief  engineer's  statement,  or  rather  the  constraotor,  who 
thought  that  it  came  from  the  bottom  of  the  shii). 

By  Mr.  Fb yb  : 
Q.  There  was  a  double  bottom  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  LODGB : 

Q.  In  the  report  there  is  a  telegram  addressed  to  Forsythe,  Key 
West,  etc.:  ^^Many  killed  and  wounded.  Do  not  send  war  vessels  if 
others  available."  Why,  if  I  may  ask,  did  you  say  that  lastY — A.  In 
the  first  place,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and  I  want^  to 
work  along  without  men-of-war  and  to  allay  the  excitement  in  the  city; 
and  iu  the  next  place,  if  there  were  any  more  mines  I  did  not  want  any 
more  war  vessels  blown  up. 

Up  to  that  time  I  had  strongly  recommended  that  the  Indiana  be 
sent  there,  just  to  show  them  that  the  Maine  was  not  the  only  vessel 
in  the  Navy  or  the  most  powerful.  After  that  time  I  had  no  more  con- 
fidence  in  the  people.  Treachery  had  been  shown  us,  and  there  was  no 
special  care  for  us;  they  had  not  attempted  to  protect  us  as  we  did  with 
the  Vizeaya  in  New  York. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan: 

Q.  You  spoke  of  the  reconcen trades  getting  the  fish,  etc  Did  yon 
see  any  of  that  class  of  people  in  Havana  f — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  a  great  many. 
I  was  invited  to  go  to  see  them,  but  in  my  position  as  naval  officer  I 
did  not  care  to  take  part  in  any  political  affairs.  I  desired  to  have 
things  as  peaceful  and  friendly  as  possible.  I  received  and  enter- 
tain^ out  of  my  own  pocket  I  suppose  three  or  four  hundred  people 
on  board  the  ship,  but  I  never  accepted  any  invitations. 

By  Mr.  FoBAKEB: 

Q.  Did  you  occupy  this  same  position  all  the  while  yon  were  in 
Havana  f — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Who  stationed  yon  at  this  place f — A.  When  I  came  into  Havana 
I  Btrack  well  to  the  westward,  so  as  to  show  myself  well  to  the  people. 
I  hoisted  the  American  ensign  at  the  peak  and  the  jack  at  the  fore. 
That  showed  I  was  an  American  vessel  and  wanted  to  enter.  They 
Bent  ofif  a  man — he  was  an  official  pilot — and  I  complimented  him  on 
his  skill  in  entering,  and  I  saw  him  at  the  office  of  the  captain  of  the 
X)ort,  and  I  know  he  was  the  official  pilot. 

Q.  Was  there  any  position  from  which  yon  conld  have  shelled  Havana 
or  Moro  Castle  as  advantageonsly  as  this? — A.  We  conld  have  shelled 
the  town  from  any  position.  That  is  the  x>osicion  from  which  we  conld 
have  brought  oar  batteries  to  bear  on  the  castle;  one  broadside  brought 
to  bear  on  one,  and  the  other  broadside  on  the  other. 

By  Mr.  Glabk: 

Q*  The  committee  was  yesterday  trying  to  get  information  as  to  the 
rales,  or  laws,  or  regnlations  governing  the  keeping  or  disposal  of  high 
explosives  in  the  city  of  Havana.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  thatf 
A*  Not  strictly,  except  jast  before  I  left  there  was  an  arrest  made,  or 
rather  dynamite  was  seized  opposite  General  Lee's  consular  office — so 
the  Spanish  papers  stated — seized  by  the  authorities;  but  I  fancy  that 
thing  must  be  regulated  very  carefully  where  there  is  an  insurrection, 
and  where  the  custom-house  laws  are  so  very  strict.  General  Lee 
could  give  you  an  opinion  immediately  on  that  point,  but  I  take  it  for 
grant^  nothing  could  get  in  without  permission  of  the  authorities. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  Some  witnesses  testified  there  was  an  explosion  some  time  after, 
supposed  to  be  fixed  ammunition. — A.  I  did  not  notice  the  separate 
X>henomena  of  explosion. 

Q,  I  mean  an*explosion  after  the  first. — A.  I  know  there  were  vari- 
ous explosions.  We  had  some  rockets  in  the  signal  room,  etc.,  and  there 
were  some  shooting  stars  and  signals,  and  the  pilot  house  was  directly 
above  the  center  of  the  explosion. 

Q.  Was  there  any  explosion  from  shells Y — A.  I  have  not  heard  ot 
any  instance  where  heavy  shell  exploded.  A  piece  of  shell — a  piece  of 
6-inch  shell  was  found  on  the  City  of  Washington.  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  instance  where  10-inch  shell  exploded  in  the  air.  In  the  pilot 
house,  directly  above  the  explosion,  there  were  some  6-pounder  and 
1-pounder  ammunition.  That  began  to  explode  before  we  left  the  ship, 
and  exploded  until  two  o'clock  that  night. 

Q*  W^hy  was  thatf — A.  Because  the  ship  was  afire.  It  also  continued 
after  we  left  the  ship. 

Q.  If  any  magazine  had  explodecl,  would  not  that  have  caused  the 
explosion  of  the  detached  ammunition  f — A.  It  ought  to  have  done  so. 
There  is  much  ammunition  there  now. 

Q.  Unexplodedt — A.  Tes,  sir;  there  was  some  ammunition  in  the 
handling  room,  in  the  loading  room — 10-inch  shell.  We  can  not  find 
any  of  these  shells  were  hurled  anywhere;  we  have  no  information  of 
t  hat 

Q.  Suppose  the  explosion  had  taken  place  in  the  magazine,  every- 
thing in  that  magazine  would  have  exploded? — ^A.  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  The  force  would  have  been  confined,  and  the  effect  of  the  gases 
would  have  exploded  everything f — A.  Of  course  very  curious  things 
happen 

Q.  It  would  have  been  very  curious  if  that  had  not  exploded  f — A. 
Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Fobaeeb  : 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt  yoor  ship  was  destroyed  by  an  explosion  finoa 
theontsidet — ^A.  I  have  none  whatever — ^none  from  the  first  minnte. 


8TATEMEHT  OF  CAPT.  ALBEBT  S.  BARKER,  U.  S.  K,  IKABJBK  31, 189a 

Oapt.  Albebt  S.  Babeeb,  U.  S.  N.,  sworn  by  the  chainnan. 

Examination  by  Senator  Fbte: 

Q.  What  is  your  name  and  profession  T — A.  Albert  S.  Barker,  captain^ 
United  States  Navy. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  'the  testimony  in  the  Maine  case  as  dis- 
closed T — A.  I  have  not  read  it,  except  portions  that  I  have  seen  in  the 
newspapers. 

Q.  You  have  read  all  that  has  appeared  in  the  papers! — ^A.  I  have 
read  it,  but  not  carefully. 

Q.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  what  caused  the  explosion  t~ 
A.  I  think  from  the  report  of  the  board,  if  they  state  the  truth,  as  I 
have  no  doubt  tbey  do,  that  there  was  a  mine  under  the  keel  of  tbe 
Maine. 

Q.  And  a  mine  of  great  power  or  small  Y — A.  Certainly  of  consider- 
able power,  and  if  it  wa-s  a  small  mine  it  must  have  been  placed  in  tbe 
very  best  position  to  produce  tlie  best  results  that  flames  from  the  mine 
might  have  communicated  with  the  forward  magazines  to  assist  in  the 
explosion. 

Q.  Have  you  formed  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  that  mine  wa8 
placed  there  before  the  Maine  was  buoyed? — ^A.  On  no  good  evidence. 

Q.  Have  you  an  opinion f — A.  My  own  opinion  is  that  Havana  Har- 
bor has  been  mined,  but  I  have  nothing  to  base  it  upon. 

Q.  You  have  an  opinion  that  Havana  has  been  mined  Y — A.  Yes,  sir.  - 

Q.  If  the  mine  was  located  there  before  the  Maine  was  attached  to 
the  buoy,  from  what  source  would  it  necessarily  have  been  exploded!— 
A.  Ordinarily,  if  the  mines  were  put  down  by  the  Government,  they 
would  have  been  exploded  by  Government  officials. 

Q.  It  would  have  been  exploded  from  the  shore  from  an  electric  bat- 
tery Y — ^A.  Presumably. 

Q.  Are  such  things  in  all  these  forts  and  fortifications  in  charge  of 
officials Y — A.  So  far  as  I  know.    In  our  own  country  they  are. 

Q.  Are  you  an  expert  in  explosives  Y — A.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
would  care  to  call  myself  an  expert  in  explosives.  I  was  the  first  one 
who  ever  fired  dynamite  in  shells  in  this  country. 

Q.  In  your  judgment,  what  kind  of  a  mine  would  it  be,  if  mine  it 
wasY  How  many  men  would  it  take  to  handle  it,  etcY — A.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  say.  As  Captain  Sigsbee  said,  a  mine  could  be  towed  out, 
as  he  explained,  very  easily.  Again,  if  they  were  permanent  mines, 
the  chances  are  it  would  be  a  heavier  mine,  and  would  take  a  greater 
force  to  place  it. 

Q.  Commander  Bradford  testified  they  would  run  to  from  500  to  1,000 
pounds  to  do  such  work  as  was  done  by  thisY — ^A.  If  the  whole  damage 
was  caused  by  the  mine,  it  certainly  would. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  was  that  mine  located  there  before  the  ship 
moored,  or  are  the  probabilities  that  it  was  dropped  there,  as  Captain 
Sigsbee  testified  it  might  have  been,  by  some  of  these  vessels  t— A.  It 
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^onld  be  entirely  ^esBwork,  bat  I  would  suppose  myself  they  would 
mine  Havana  Harbor. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  they  have  mined  itt — A.  I  have  nothing  to 
l>ase  an  opinion  upon  except  on  general  principles^-^-what  we  would  do 
ourselves. 

Q.  On  general  principles  t — A.  I  suppose  they  would  mine  the  place. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  Havana  Harbor  f — A.  I  have  been  in  there 
once  only,  twenty  years  ago. 

Q.  The  Spanish  naval  inquiry,  as  one  strong  reason  why  an  acci- 
dent from  the  inside  caused  the  explosion,  declared  there  were  no  dead 
fish.  What  is  your  judgment  about  that! — A.  I  should  not  think  that 
of  much  value.  I  agree  perfectly  with  that  letter  you  read  from  Cap- 
tain Bradford.  Only  a  few  fish  are  killed  in  comparison  with  the  nuin- 
l>er  stunned,  provided  there  are  a  number  around,  and  those  fish 
stunned  very  soon  recover  their  wits  and  swim  ofi'. 

Q.  So  you  would  not  regard  that  as  of  any  value? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  findings  of  the  Spanish  naval  board? — ^A. 
Ifo,  sir;  have  not  seen  them. 

By  Mr.  Gbay  : 

Q.  Do  you  consider  any  hyi)othesis  to  account  for  this  catastrophe 
more  reasonable  than  that  it  was  caused  by  a  mine  that  had  been  placed 
there  in  conformity  to  a  general  system  of  mining,  or  at  least  placed 
there  before  the  arrival  of  the  Maine^  and  exploded  by  an  electric  cur- 
rent as  in  such  cases  is  usual,  either  officially  or  by  some  person  in  his 
enthusiasm  who  got  control  of  the  place  where  it  wasf — ^A.  I  can  con- 
ceive of  no  cause  other  than  that  you  mention  more  reasonable  than 
that,  particularly  as  it  i^  stated  in  the  testimony,  as  I  understand  it, 
that  the  war  heads  of  our  own  torpedoes  were  not  shipped.  That  was 
the  only  thing  I  ever  had  any  fear  about. 

Q.  What  are  those  war  heads? — A.  They  are  of  gun  cotton,  and  are 
stowed  down  in  the  ship.  When  you  prepare  a  torpedo,  not  for  prac- 
tice but  for  actual  work,  these  war  heads  are  taken  up  and  secured  on 
the  forward  part  of  the  torpedo. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  The  other  part  of  the  torpedo  is  harmless  until  the  war  head  is 

on? — ^A.  Yes, sir. 

« 

By  Mr.  Fobakeb  : 
Q.  The  testimony  shows  they  were  not  on? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Tubpie  : 
Q.  They  are  a  sort  of  percussion  cap? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  It  is  the  explosive  in  the  war  head  which  causes  the  damage? — 
A.  Yes^  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  What  are  the  elements  of  gun  cotton  ? — A.  It  is  the  action  of  nitro 
glycerine  on  cottoD,  on  the  fiber. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 
Q.  Does  it  dissolve  the  fiber,  or  merely  soak  it? — A,  Dissolves  it. 

By  Mr.FoBAKEB: 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  state,  from  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  accord- 
ing to  your  best  judgment  that  it  was  exploded  by  a  mine  planted  there 
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belbre  the  Mame  was  anchored  or  bnoyed  there,  sad  in  the  imal 
snch  mines  are  operated,  by  an  electric  current,  the  battery  for  whkt 
was  somewhere  on  the  shore f — ^A.  That  is  what  I  infer. 

Q.  That  is  yoor  better  judgment,  gathered  from  all  the  circiui- 
stancest — ^A.  Tes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  GRAY: 

Q.  That  is  the  most  reasonable  hypothesis? — ^A.  To  my  mind. 
Q.  YHiere  are  yon  stationed  nowf — ^A.  At  the  Navy  Department. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  How  were  these  torpedoes  to  be  used  on  the  Maine? — ^A.  Fired 
from  tabes. 

Q.  How  far  can  yon  send  themt — ^A.  At  the  rate  of  20  or  30  mileei 
for  400  yards,  and  then  600  or  800  yards  fiu'ther. 

Q.  And  then  if  they  do  not  hit  anything  they  are  lostt — ^A*  Yes,  sir; 
they  lose  their  speed  and  fall  into  the  sea. 

Q.  Are  oar  war  vessels  fitted  sof — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  most  of  the  larger 
vessels,  the  cruisers. 

Q.  In  close  qnarters  they  are  pretty  dangerous f — A^  Yes,  sir;  yoo 
do  not  want  to  get  within  ^  yards. 


STATEMElffT  OF  ABHIBAL  JOUS  IKWIV,  U.  &  V.,  APRIL  2,  188a 

Admiral  John  Iewtn,  U.  S.  1^.,  sworn  by  Senator  Frye: 

Examination  by  Senator  F&YE: 

Q.  What  is  your  full  name  and  profession T — ^A.  John  Irwin;  admirals 
United  States  Navy. 

Q.  Have  you  had  considerable  experience  with  torpedoes  t  — ^A.  I  havei 

Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  been  in  the  harbor  of  Havanibf — ^A.  I  am 
a  pilot  in  the  harbor  of  Havana.  I  have  been  there  hundreds  of  times, 
I  should  say;  was  there  a  great  deal  while  I  was  employed  in  assistinf 
in  laying  the  West  India  cable  system,  and  before  that  I  was  there  in 
the  times  of  Fulton,  in  the  old  filibustering  days,  when  those  «expedi- 
tions  were  fitting  out  for  Nicaragua.  During  a  period  of  four  years,  firom 
1867  to  1871, 1  never  took  on  a  pilot  there.  The  ship  I  commanded  was 
the  only  American  war  vessel  allowed  to  go  in,  night  or  day,  ad  libitam. 
That  was  because  we  were  in  the  cable  business. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  last  rebellion  t — A.  Three  years  of  the 
last  rebellion,  from  When  it  began  in  1868  to  1871. 

Q.  With  your  shipf — A.  Yes,  sir;  with  two  different  ships. 

Q.  Were  you  attached  to  this  same  buoy  to  which  the  Maine  wasi— 
A.  I  was  anchored  at  the  buoy  No.  4,  off  the  Machina  Navy- Yard,  and 
from  the  description  of  the  position  assumed  by  the  Maine  shown  m« 
on  the  chart,  and  from  the  middle  grounds  on  the  shoals  just  beyoud 
it,  I  take  it  tiiat  buoy  was  in  the  same  position  of  my  buoy. 

Q.  What  was  the  disposition  of  the  people  on  shore  toward  your 
ship  at  that  time — the  Spaniards! — A.  Bitterly  hostile  at  all  times. 

Q.  Did  they  exhibit  that  hostility  actively  on  shore  at  that  timet— 
A.  They  exhibited  it  actively,  constantly.  Going  in  and  oat^  when  we 
would  pass  the  slopes  leading  down  from  the  Cabanas  fortress  and  the 
Morro  Oastle,  and  the  battery  on  the  port  hand  coming  out^  the  Spau> 
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soldiers  and  volanteers  at  different  times,  sometimes  the  volanteers 
knd  at  others  the  regulars  were  the  sole  garrison,  woold  come  down 
tmd  use  the  most  indecent  gestures  to  us  and  curse  us  in  Spanish,  and 
;Aaiit  us  in  every  conceivable  way. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 
Q.  That  was  during  the  former  wart—A.  In  1868, 1869,  and  1870. 

By  Mr.  Fetes  : 

Q.  Did  they  fire  at  you  any  time  on  shore  f — ^A.  I  was  on  shore  on 
Christmas  night,  1808,  with  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  president  of  the 
enable  company  I  was  aiding;  Sir  Charles  Bright,  the  great  electrician, 
wlio  had  the  contract  for  laying  this  cable,  and  Mr.  John  Nininger,  the 
rich  European  banker,  vice-president  of  the  company.  We  had  taken 
dinner  at  the  cafe  right  opposite  the  opera  house,  and  had  left  the  cafe 
and  adjourned  to  our  rooms  near  the  Machina  on  account  of  the  unu- 
BQally  severe  cold  of  that  night,  the  thermometer  going  down  to  50, 
something  unknown  in  Havana. 

On  the  night  we  left  one  of  my  officers  who  had  been  in  the  cafe 
reported  to  me  the>  volunteers  had  fired  two  volleys,  one  into  the  lower 
psot,  the  other  into  the  billiard  room  above,  at  one  of  the  tables  of 
^^hich  Lieutenant  (now  Commander)  Clover  was  playing  billiards.  A 
n  amber  of  persons  were  killed  and  wounded,  among  others  Mr.  Charles 
Kohler;  and  I  was  told  he  was  laughing,  telling  a  funny  yam,  and  he 
i^as  shot  dead,  his  head  falling  in  his  plate.  That  cafe  was  the  resort  of 
Americans  very  largely,  Havana  being  then  a  health  and  winter  resort, 
and  thousands  of  Americans  going  every  winter.  We  could  conceive 
of  the  animosity  being  intended  for  any  other  parties,  as  no  other  for- 
eigners were  ever  insulted  to  our  knowledge,  and  the  impression  con- 
veyed was  that  these  voUeys  were  fired  with  the  deliberate  intention  of 
assaulting  Americans. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  testimony  taken  with  regard  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Maine? — A.  I  have  read  all  the  expert  testimony. 

Q.  You  have  read  the  testimony f — A.  Yes;  the  testimony  of  the 
snbordinates  before  the  court  I  simply  glanced  at,  but  the  expert  testi 
mony  I  studied  very  carefully. 

Q.  Have  you  formed  an  opinion  t — A.  I  have  a  very  positive  opinion. 
Q.  What  is  itf — ^A.  The  destruction  of  the  Maine  was  caused  by  the 
explosion  of  a  submarine  mine. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by'^a  submarine  minet" — ^A.  Submarine 
mines  are  of  two  characters,  mines  being  of  various  shapes,  some  of 
them  mushrooms.  One  is  a  mine  that  is  anchored,  and  to  the  anchor 
a  buoy  would  be  attached.  They  are  attached  mushroom  shape;  that 
is,  the  insulated  wire  attachment  communicating  with  some  safe  mag- 
azine located  within  view  of  it,  so  that  it  could  be  exploded  at  the  will 
of  the  operator  by  an  electric  instrament. 

Q.  Either  on  shore  or  on  board  a  Spanish  shipt — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  If  it 
nad  been  originally  laid  to  communicate  with  a  magazine  on  shore,  and 
then  they  had  changed  their  minds,  and  wished  to  use  it  from  a  ship, 
say  the  Alfoneo^  it  would  be  a  very  simple  operation  to  detach  the  cable 
from  the  Ahore  magazine  and  convey  the  end  surreptitiously  or  any  way 
to  the  Alfaneo  or  any  other  ship.  Anyone  versed  in  handling,  and 
knowing  the  ground,  would  have  no  difficulty.  Or  the  cable  might 
bave  b^n  tapped  from  any  ship  and  the  splice  made.  It  could  have 
been  made  in  the  space  of  half  an  hour  under  cover  of  darkness  with- 
out anyone  having  any  knowledge  of  it  except  the  parties  implicated. 
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Q.  If  it  appettred  by  the  testimony  that  this  ship  had  been  swingiiiK 
as  ships  always  do  at  the  baoy,  and  that,  for  the  first  time  since  her  am- 
valy  she  had  reached  the  position  where  she  was  blown  up,  what  woold 
be  your  judgment,  that  the  torpedo  was  placed  there  in  advance  t— A. 
Decidedly  so. 

Q.  Wonld  it  be  difficult  for  people  on  shore  at  that  time  of  night  to 
know  the  exact  location  of  that  ship,  and  that  she  was  over  the  niinef— 
A.  None  at  all.  The  torpedo  mines  are  planted  at  exactly  known  points, 
and  those  points  determined  by  the  most  accurate  triangulation.  The 
operator  whose  duty  it  was  to  explode  the  mine  would  have  to  be  an 
expert,  have  his  map  before  him,  and  be  able  by  his  observations  to  locate 
the  position  of  the  ship  within  a  few  feet,  or  else  the  mine  would  be  of 
no  value,  if  it  was  simply  guesswork. 

I  know  that  in  the  mapped-ont  preparation  for  the  defense  of  onr  ovn 
harbors  the  positions  of  our  own  mines  are  determined  by  triangalatioii 
within  two  or  three  feet,  and  very  possibly  exactly  determined.  It  is  * 
very  simple  problem  in  surveying  to  do  so. 

Q.  You  having  been  in  Havana  in  times  of  serious  trouble,  in  the 
conditions  existing  in  Havana  now,  in  your  judgment  would  it  be  possi- 
ble for  any  private  individuals  to  obtain  the  necessary  combostible 
materials  for  this  minet — A.  In  my  judgment  it  would  be  impossibid 
The  military  power  is  absolute;  the  people  are  held  in  a  grip  of  iron; 
they  have  their  military  force,  their  police  force,  and  everyone  known 
to  have  beei.  then  — if  a  Ouban  ventures  outside  his  house  betakes 
his  life  in  hir  hand. 

Q.  Would  not  the  surveillance  be  exceedingly  careful  when  the  &ct 
was  knowi  that  there  must  have  been  in  Havana  many  Cubans  who 
would  have  delighted  to  have  blown  up  the  Spanish  ships  T — ^A.  Unques- 
tionably SO'  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  We  know  firom  varioos 
accounts  received  from  Havana  that,  on  a  small  scale,  the  Gnbans  have 
repeatedly  exploded  what  are  known  as  dynamite  bombs  in  vanoos 
locations  around  Havana,  and  are  blowing  up  railway  bridges  and 
obstructing  the  Spaniards  constantly,  but  that  is  a  different  matter 
from  having  access  to  the  harbor  and  being  able  to  plant  a  mine  of  that 
character 

Q.  What  experience  have  you  had  with  torpedoes  yourself  f — A.  Ck>m- 
mencing  the  13th  of  April,  18G5,  when  the  news  was  received  in  Mobile 
of  General  Lee's  surrender,  hostilities  ceased,  and  it  was  necessary  for 
our  fleet  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Mobile  itself,  we  being  in  the  outer  har- 
bor below  Dog  Eiver  Bar.  Bear- Admiral  Thatcher  placed  me  in  com- 
mand of  a  division  and  instructed  me  to  remove  all  the  torpedoes  in 
Mobile  Bay  and  to  blow  up  the  obstructions  to  Dog  Eiver  Bar,  and 
after  that  was  done  I  piloted  the  fleet  through,  carried  them  in  safety 
to  Mobile.  In  doing  that  work  I  raised  some  400  torpedoes  at  very 
great  risks  in  shallow  water.  During  the  operations  we  lost  altogether 
some  seven  vessels,  and  I  became  very  familiar  with  those  torpedoes. 

At  first  we  used  to  destroy  them  by  boring  anger  holes  through  and 
sousing  them  with  water,  but  afterwards,  having  found  in  the  naval 
arsenal  at  Mobile  a  number  of  safety  caps  that  screwed  on  the  head 
and  rendered  them  innocuous,  I  sav^  those  torpedoes  and  used  them 
in  blowing  up  obstructions,  using  the  electric  fuse.  We  also  procured 
ftom  the  same  naval  arsenal  in  Mobile  a  number  of  submarine  mines 
that  had  been  prepared  for  use,  all  of  which  I  employed  in  blowing  ap 
the  main  obstruction.  This  obstruction  was  about  240  feet  in  length, 
40  feet  beam,  and  24  feet  deep,  built  of  24-inch  timber,  and  filled  in 
with  brick  and  stone,  all  of  which  we  blew  up. 
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In  ooDdacting  those  operations  I  had  abundant  opportunity  to  observe 
1;he  effect  of  submarine  mines  and  torpedoes,  and  I  had  also  closely 
observed  the  effect  of  these  torpedoes  on  our  vessels  that  were  blown 
np.  That  work  lasted  some  three  or  four  weeks,  and  after  that,  having 
t>ecome  interested  in  the  subject  and  beiug  a  part  of  my  profession,  I 
liave  naturally  been  a  close  student  ever  since. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  what  was  testified  to  by  the  people  on  the 
City  of  Washingtonj  that  there  were^two  explosions.  What  have  you 
to  say  to  thatf — ^A.  It  struck  me,  and  Admiral  Matthews,  who  was  our 
first  officer  in  charge  of  the  torpedo  school  at  Kewport,  also,  that  it 
i9f  as  somewhat  strange  that  it  was  not  generally  known  that  the  explo- 
sion of  a  torpedo  or  submarine  mine  is  always  a  double  explosion. 
There  are  two  reports;  the  first  report,  I  take  it,  from  the  earth  shock  or 
earth  sound  wave,  if  I  may  so  describe  it,  which  is  followed  by  the  blast, 
which  makes  the  latter  explosion  on  the  gases  reaching  the  open  air, 
as  of  the  powder  coming  from  the  muzzle  of  a  gun. 

When  you  are  near  any  such  explosion  the  difference  in  sound  could 
bardly  be  measured  by  time,  but  it  is  palpable  to  the  trained  ear.  It 
is  about  like  the  sound  in  firing  a  gun  that  strikes  the  ear  of  the  officer 
firing,  the  sound  of  the  explosion  of  the  cap,  followed  almost  instanta- 
neondy  by  the  explosion  from  the  muzzle.  I  give  that  as  an  illustra- 
tion to  show  you  how  short  a  space  there  is,  but  that  space  is  patent  to 
the  sensitive  drum  of  the  ear;  you  know  it  instinctively.  Admiral 
Matthews,  having  been  inchargeof  a  torpedo  school,  said  that  was  his 
experience  lasting  over  a  series  of  years. 

Q.  So,  from  a  submarine  mine,  you  would  expect  the  report  to  be  as 
in  this  caset — A.  JPrecisely. 

Q.  Oaptain  Sigsbee  does  not  mention  it? — A.  I  can  readily  under- 
stand that.  Oaptain  Sigsbee  was  in  his  cabin  writing  home.  This 
thing  was  so  sudden  and  a  terrific  shock,  taking  him  exceedingly  by 
surprise,  and  the  vibration  on  board  the  ship  from  this  terrible  upheaval 
would  probably  blend  the  sounds  so  together  that  he  would  not  notice 
the  difference.  There  was  a  rupture  and  tearing  of  the  whole  fabric,  and 
together  with  the  shock  of  surprise  and  the  uplifting  of  the  ship  and 
the  general  crash  of  the  whole  fabric,  I  do  not  wonder  that  Oaptain 
Sigsbee  was  unable  to  distinguish  the  double  report. 

Q.  I  supi)ose  it  does  not  surprise  you  that  the  people  on  the  Oity  of 
Washington  were  able  to  distinguish  them  t — A.  Not  at  all.  They  were 
in  a  different  case;  they  were  farther  away.  Oaptain  Sigsbee  was  so 
exceedingly  close  to  the  explosion  that  the  double  sound  probably 
merged  into  one;  that  is,  the  conveyance  of  the  sound  wave  in  the  air 
and  the  ground  shock  were  to  his  ear,  together  with  the  other  sounds, 
simultaneous, 

Q.  If  the  ship  was  blown  up  from  the  shore  or  from  the  Spanish  ship, 
mnst  it  not  have  been  done  by  some  Spanish  official  f — A.  IJnquestion- 
ably. 

Q.  Would  anybody  else,  any  ordinary  people  around  the  city,  have 
access  to  the  instrument  from  which  a  submarine  mine  would  be  dis- 
charged f — ^A.  I  should  think  that  common  prudence  would  impel  the 
Spanish  to  guard  a  magazine  containing  an  instrument  used  for  explod- 
ing a  mine  very  carefully  in  their  own  selfish  interests.  It  might  be 
possible  that  one  of  their  own  ships  would  drift  over  it,  and  if  it  had 
been  in  the  power  of  a  hostile  Ouban  to  touch  it  off  he  would  certainly 
do  so. 

Q.  So  that,  if  dischaiiged  from  ship  or  shore,  it  was  discharged  by  a 
Spanish  official  t — ^A.  Unquestionably. 

89 


498  AFFAIRS  IK  CUBA. 

Q.  In  the  case  of  that  ship  lying  oyer  that  snbmarine  mine  with  her 
fhll  magazines^  state  whether  or  not  it  would  have  been  a  reasonable 
supposition  on  the  part  of  whoever  exploded  the  mine  that  there  would 
be  no  one  lefb  to  tell  the  story  at  all  t — ^A.  It  would  be  quite  reasonable 
to  expect  that,  supposing,  as  we  have  a  right  to  suppose  in  our  assump- 
tion, that  this  mine  was  touched  off  by  a  Spanish  official,  that  this 
offi<uaI  would  be  an  expert,  naval  or  military — and  the  vanons  bureaus 
of  military  and  naval  intelligence  have,  to  my  knowledge,  complete 
plans  of  idl  great  structures  afloat.  We  have,  I  know,  because  I  have 
been  furnished  them  myself. 

The  Spanish  have  had  their  naval  attach^  here,  who  has,  no  doubt, 
been  supplied  with  the  same  information.  We  have  an  attach^  at  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  endeavoring  to  get  all  the  information  there — Lieuten- 
ant Dyer.  Assuming  that  the  person  who  touched  off  that  mine  was 
either  a  naval  or  military  officer,  he  would  want  to  place  his  mine  and 
cause  the  explosion  where  it  would  do  the,utmost  amount  of  damage, 
and  firom  the  testimony  adduced  that  explosion  occurred  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  forward  magazines  in  the  vessel.  They  could  not  cover  the 
whole  ground  with  one  mine.  The  after  and  forward  magazines  being 
so  fiftr  apart,  they  could  not  cover  both  with  one  mine. 

This  mine  was  exploded  very  near  one  of  the  magazines,  and  the  force 
of  that  explosion  passed  directly  through  some  of  those  magazines. 
The  effect  of  such  a  blast,  destroying  avast  amount  of  steel  bulkheads 
and  frames  and  beams  and  other  structures  of  steel,  would  send  this 
hurtling  mass  grinding  through  a  magazine,  through  the  powder,  tiie 
fragments  impinging  one  upon  another;  and  anyone  who  has  seen  the 
foot  of  a  horse  striking  sparks  from  a  piece  of  Belgian  paTCment  at 
night  can  imagine  the  number  of  sparks  and  can  also  imagine  the  heat 
evolved  by  these  steel  fragments  driven  through  a  mass  of  powder,  a 
sufficient  amount  of  heat  to  explode  powder.  In  my  judgment  that  is 
the  way  it  was  done,  and  that  is  the  way  and  result  1  would  expect  to 
follow  if  I  intended  to  blow  up  the  magazine  of  a  ship.  I  would  intend 
to  blow  not  only  the  bottom  of  the  ship  but  the  magazine. 

Q.  Suppose  the  main  magazine  had  blown  up  f — ^A.  If  the  main  maga- 
zine had  blown  up,  as  we  have  the  right  to  suppose  would  be  the  case, 
there  would  be  no  one  to  tell  the  story. 

By  Mr.  MOBGAN: 

Q.  You  mean  the  forward  magazine t — ^A.  I  am  satisfied  the  heavy 
charges  did  not  explode. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  If  they  had  exploded,  they  would  have  blown  ap  everyone  on 
board!— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan  : 

Q.  You  speak  of  the  forward  magazines! — A.  If  they  could  have 
located  the  mine  under  the  after  magazine,  the  ship  would  have  been 
utterly  destroyed.  There  were  stored  the  gun  cotton  and  the  war 
heads  for  the  torpedoes,  and  the  heavy  ammunition— everything  was 
stored  there.  But  they  were  120  feet  away  from  the  scene  of  the 
explosion  and  are  intact—were  not  disturbed. 

By  Mr.  Pb  YB : 

Q.  You  have  read  the  testimony  and  examined  the  plates  t — ^A.  I 
have. 

Q.  Does  that  reading  leave  any  doubt  in  your  mind  as  to  the  fact  thai 
the  ship  was  blown  up  by  an  external  submarine  mine! — A^  It  leaves 
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^.^  doabt,  and  removes  any  doubt  I  might  have  entertained,  as  being 
SLbsolutely  impossible.  Assuming  we  would  like  to  go  to  work  to  prove 
tiliat  there  was  an  internal  explosion,  this  evidence  of  the  testimony  and 
lliese  drawings  refute  that  absolutely  and  decidedly,  for  the  reason — 
TV^e  will  go  back  to  our  schoolboy  days,  to  Marryat's  law — gases  and 
fluids  have  the  property  of  expanding  equally  in  all  directions.  The 
jforee  would  be  lateral,  upward,  and  downward,  and  equally  strong,  the 
l>ottom,  sides,  and  decks  blown  out  and  upliited,  a  general  clearance 
of*  everything. 

The  drawings  accompanying  this  report  show  conclusively  the  tre- 
mendous effect  caused  by  an  explosion  underneath,  which  lifted  the 
l>ody  of  the  ship  and  plunged  the  bow  and  ram  down  in  the  mud,  and 
it  was  such  a  tremendous  power  that  it  has  left  that  portion  of  the  ship 
io  the  same  position  now,  with  a  x>ortion  of  the  bottom  plating  showing 
tlie  germicide  paint — the  green  paint — not  used  anywhere  else  except 
Tor  antifouling  purpose,  4  feet  above  the  water. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  How  far  above  its  normal  position  f — A.  Thirty-six  feet.  Now,  I 
Buppose^at  least  I  am  quite  sure — there  is  not  a  naval  expert  in  the 
iTVorld  who  would  view  those  drawings  who  would  give  any  other  testi- 
mony; I  can  not  imagine  anyone  who  has  had  any  experience  at  ail 
giving  any  other. 

By  Mn  Mobgan  : 

Q.  Is  that  green  paint  used  on  any  other  portion  of  the  shipf — ^A.  It 
is  used  nowhere  else. 

Q.  It  is  a  green  paint f — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  a  germicide  paint,  and  is 
poisonous. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 
Q«  Is  it  used  anywhere  except  on  the  bottom! — ^A.  Nowhere  else. 

By  Mr.  Tubpie  : 
Q.  The  outside  of  the  bottom! — A.  Yes,  sir;  nowhere  else. 

By  Mr.  Fbye: 

Q.  That  Spanish  naval  board  which  made  a  report  in  regard  to  this 
explosion  and  ibund  it  was  caused  by  an  accident  inside  could  not  have 
made  any  reasonable  examination! — A.  It  is  quite  possible  the  Sjjanish 
divers,  and  also  tbe  Spanish  ofdcials  in  charge  of  those  divers,  may 
have  made  what  they  consider  an  examinatiou.  It  is  also  quite  possi- 
ble that  not  one  of  them  was  an  expert;  bad  ever  handled  an  explosive, 
or  knew  anything  whatever  about  the  action  of  high  explosive  mines. 

Q.  They  find  this,  as  they  say,  one  important  fact,  that  there  were 
no  dead  fish  next  day. — A.  That  does  not  surprise  me.  A  boy  can 
explode  a  little  dynamite  on  the  surface  of  the  water  and  stir  up  quite 
a  number  of  dead  fish  if  there  are  any  fish  there;  and  again,  during  my 
work  in  Mobile  Bay,  and  it  is  a  fine  Hsb  producing  water,  in  three  or 
four  weeks'  work  I  never  saw  one  dead  fish.  I  was  expecting  to  see 
them,  but  I  did  not.  I  have  myself,  as  president  of  the  board  of  inspec- 
tion, in  California,  inspecting  ships  fitting  out  and  returning  from  a 
cruise  for  several  years,  and  the  Mare  Island  Straits  abounds  in  fish, 
and  one  of  our  drills  is  to  fire  our  bomb  torpedoes  somewhat  below  the 
surface  of  the  water  to  see  whether  the  men  were  proficient  in  that  sort 
of  work,  and  I  have  had  occasion  to  fire  a  great  many  torpedoes  in  those 
waters^  and  I  never  saw  a  dead  fish  in  those  waters  while  I  was  there« 
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By  Mr.  MoBGAN : 

Q.  About  how  many  torpedoes  and  mines  did  yon  explode  in  Mobile 
BayT — A.  We  were  sending  down  these  mines  and  exploding  them  as 
rapidly  as  we  could  fill  and  plant  them;  I  suppose  averaged  one  in 
every  half  hour,  and  that  extended  over  a  x>eriod  of  three  weeks. 

By  Mr.  Davis  : 

Q.  Over  a  large  areaf  —  A.  Ko;  we  were  blowing  up  the  main 
obstruction. 

By  Mr.  Fbyb  : 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  the  waters  of  Havana  Harbor  and  have 
been  there  a  long  time.  Are  there  many  fish  theret — A.  I  saw  very- 
few  there.  I  saw  a  few  surface  fish.  The  fishing  to  supply  Havana  is 
all  done  outside  the  harbor.  Boats  go  outside  in  the  morning  and 
return  in  the  evening  for  the  fish  market.  I  have  seen  what  I  took  to 
be  the  small  fish  that  had  been  brought  in,  spawned  there  probably. 

Q.  Is  the  water  very  foul  t — ^A.  The  water  is  very  fouL  The  accuma 
lated  bilgewater  of  sugar  ships  for  a  century  or  so,  like  molasses,  and 
the  outflow  of  the  scouring  of  Havana  gutters  all  pours  into  the  bar 
bor,  all  the  filth  and  offal  from  the  fish  markets  and  the  be<>f  market, 
and  so  on — all  refuse  is  dumped  there. 

Q.  What  is  the  tide  theret — A.  It  is  what  is  known  as  a  swelliDj: 
and  ebbing  tide.  There  is  a  tidal  rise  and  fall,  with  a  light  surface 
current  which  rans  in  in  moderate  force  and  reflows. 

Q.  Every  six  hours  Y — A.  Ebb  and  flow  enough  to  swing  ships  that 
would  swing  at  the  buoys. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  difference  between  the  high  and  low  water  T— 
A.  Two  or  three  feet;  enough  to  make  quite  a  surface  current. 

Q.  If  thii^  explosion  had  taken  place  at  9.30  in  the  evening  and  tbe 
waters  not  been  inspected  until  the  next  day,  even  if  there  had  been 
any  fish  killed  by  the  explosion  would  you  have  expected  to  find 
themf — A.  There  was  abundant  time  for  the  fish  to  flow  from  tbe  bar 
bor,  or  up  and  be  left  stranded  by  the  falling  tide.  That  is  a  great 
harbor  for  saluting  with  very  heavy  guns,  and  sometimes  if  a  poor 
unfortunate  fish  happens  to  be  below  the  muzzle  of  a  gun  he  will  turn 
up.  They  are  saluting  there  all  the  time,  and  I  never  saw  any  dead 
fish  lying  around. 

Q.  You  think  there  is  notl)ing  in  that  dead  fish  Spanish  evidence!-- 
A.  I  do  not.  I  saw  the  departure  of  a  Captain-General  from  the  port 
of  Havana  early  in  1869  or  late  in  1868,  and  they  had  quite  a  large 
Spanish  fleet  there.  He  was  quite  a  popular  man,  and  from  the  fleet 
and  from  tbe  forts  began  a  system  of  saluting  which  was  equivalent  to 
a  bombardment  in  volume  of  explosion,  to  do  honor  to  this  big  man  of 
theirs.  The  concussion  of  that  saluting  was  something  terrific  We 
joined  in  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  there  were  no  dead  fish  in  that 
case,  at  least  none  ever  noticed. 

By  Mr.  Morgan  : 

Q.  Have  you  been  to  Puerto  BicoY — A.  I  have. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  describe  the  bay  there,  at  San  Juan,  I  believe f— 
A.  It  is  a  second  Havana,  on  a  smaller  scale,  with  powerful  fortifica- 
tions of  the  old  type  defending  it.  It  is  a  walled  city  and  it  has  a  deep 
harbor  that  would  afford  refuge  for  the  largest  battle  ships  in  the  world. 

Q.  How  is  the  anchorage  in  the  bayf — A.  Very  good  and  x>erfectly 
secure.    It  is  considered  a  capital  hurricane  harLH>r,  to  use  a  West 
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Indian  term.  That  is,  that  ships  with  three  or  four  anchors  down  could 
ride  oat  a  hurricane  there. 

Q,  Is  the  bay  commodious  t — A.  It  is  not  as  large  as  Havana,  but  it 
is  large  enough  for  quite  a  fleet,  and  being  landlocked  the  ships  could 
anchor  with  a  small  scope  of  chain,  giving  room  for  a  large  navy. 

Q.  Can  the  bay  be  shelled f — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  from  the  entrance  and 
over  the  town.  Those  old  fortifications  were  magnificent  in  their  day, 
and  cost  so  much  that  there  is  an  old  story  of  the  King  of  Spain  with 
liis  telescope.  On  one  occasion  one  of  the  Spanish  kings  was  looking 
from  his  palace  with  a  large  telescope.  The  captains-general  and  the 
officials  of  those  days  were  about  as  now,  exceedingly  corrupt. 

They  had  charged  a  great  many  millions  for  the  building  of  the 
defenses  of  St.  Johns,  Puerto  Bico,  while  the  work  was  all  done  by  Garib 
labor  under  the  lash  and  did  not  cost  anything.  One  of  the  courtiers 
asked  him,  '^Your  Majesty,  what  interests  you  so  muchf"  He  said, 
*'*'  I  am  looking  to  see  the  golden  walls  of  St.  Johns.  They  have  charged 
a  hundred  millions  for  them,  and  T  thought  they  must  be  in  sight 
from  here.''  These  golden  walls  were  magnificent  pieces  of  masonry, 
and  against  the  12  and  18  i)ounders  and  powder  of  that  day  tbey  were 
impregnable,  but  as  against  the  12  and  13  inch  guns  of  the  Indiana 
and  the  Massaehtisetts  they  are  of  no  more  value  than  a  wooden  fence. 

By  Mr.  Pb  yb  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  recently  put  in  any  guns  there  t — 
A.  I  do  not  know,  except  from  report,  but  I  am  quite  sure  that  our  mili- 
tary bureau,  or  naval  bureau,  of  intelligence  has  positive  information 
\u  regard  to  every  gun  there. 

By  Mr.  Mobgan: 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  about  the  Bay  of  St.  Thomas  f — A.  That  is 
another  magnificent  harbor. 

Q.  Protected  by  defenses  T — A.  Very  small  defense.  The  Danes  have 
had  no  war,  except  their  little  war  when  Moltke  overwhelmed  them  and 
took  Holstein.  They  have  some  small,  old-fashioned  forts,  but  with  bat- 
teries that  could  be  readily  constructed,  as  Beauregard  did,  building 
them  of  sand,  the  best  of  all  forts  could  be  put  up  very  readily. 

Q.  Plenty  of  sand  there f — A.  Plenty  of  material.  General  Oilmore 
said  as  a  result  of  his  operations,  beginning  with  Pulaski  and  ending 
with  Morris  Island,  that  if  he  were  order^  to  build  a  fort  in  New 
Hampshu'e,  if  there  were  no  sand  there  and  none  within  200  miles,  he 
would  haul  it  there  in  wagons,  as  being  the  only  material  which  can 
stand  pounding,  as  shown  by  the  terrific  pounding  that  Morris  Island 
was  submitted  to  stnd  withstood  until  the  crest  of  the  parapet  was  used 
up*  It  was  marvelous.  What  few  little  holes  were  made  during  the  day 
were  filled  up  with  sand  bags  during  the  night,  and  they  were  as  good 
as  ever  the  next  day. 

Q.  How  wide  is  the  bar  exit  into  the  sea  f — ^A.  There  is  no  bar.  There 
is  no  river  outflow.  It  is  a  very  open,  deep-water  harbor.  Any  ship 
can  go  in  day  or  night.  There  is  no  river  to  cause  a  bar.  The  anchor* 
age  is  good,  and  in  the  harbor  tbey  have  a  floating  dock,  and  there  are 
sites  for  good  docks  if  anyone  chose  to  put  them  up,  perfectly  secure. 
It  could  be  made  a  Gibraltar,  the  facilities  for  defending  it  are  so  great. 

Q.  What  is  the  important  command  of  that  situation  as  a  place  ot 
military  or  naval  strategy? — A.  If  it  belonged  to  a  country  having 
command  of  the  sea  it  completes  its  control  of  the  whole  West  India 
system,  including  the  Isthmus.  It  is  on  the  direct  route  of  communi- 
cation*   The  Frenchi  English,  and  German  lines  of  commerce  all  pass 
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there,  and  it  was  the  steamship  depot  for  a  number  of  years,  being  a 
free  port,  having  great  facilities  for  coaling  and  all  that, 

Q.  What  is  year  opinion  of  its  imx)ortance  as  a  location  for  a  ooahng 
station  T — A.  It  is  unsurpassed.  I  was  very  much  interested  in  know- 
ing the  harbor  and  the  people  so  well  at  the  time  we  were  negotiating 
for  the  purchase  of  the  islands  originally,  St.  John,  St.  Thom«i8,  aod 
Santa  Cruz,  and  I  made  a  close  study  of  it.  Of  course  from  my  idea^ 
as  a  military  man  I  considered  it  a  military  necessity  that  we  should 
have  it.  I  was  looking  forward  to  the  possibility  of  an  Jsthmiaii  canal 
at  some  time  in  the  future.  There  is  always  a  great  stock  of  the  best 
kind  of  coal,  Cardiff  coal,  English  coal,  there. 

Q.  In  times  of  peace  do  you  consider  that  a  coaling  station  there 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  commerce  as  well  as  in  times  of  war  to 
war  ships  T — A.  Unquestionably. 

Q.  If  you  were  in  command  of  a  fleet  and  required  to  be  stationed  of! 
or  near  the  Dry  Tortugas  or  Key  West,  to  what  points  would  you  look 
for  your  supply  of  coalt — A.  I  would  look,  as  long  as  it  remained  in 
our  control — we  get  our  supplies  from  the  northern  ports,  Mobile  and 
the  Mississippi  Valley 

Q.  In  time  of  war  would  no^  your  coal  fleet  be  very  much  exposed 
coming  down  the  coast  to  find  a  war  fleet  at  Key  West  or  Dry  Tortu- 
gas t — A.  They  would  be  very  much  exposed  if  you  were  at  war  with  s 
nation  having  a  superior  naval  force.  AsX>eneral  Grant  well  expressed 
it,  the  objective  point  o^  an  enemy  is  its  main  arm^  In  a  naval  war 
our  objective  point  would  be  the  naval  fleet  of  Spain,  which  is  now  cod- 
centrated  at  St.  Johns,  Puerto  Eico  If  yon  strike  that  fleet  and  strike 
it  successfully,  Spain  is  dead  so  far  as  naval  operations  are  concerned, 
and  Spain  being  dead  the  coal  fleet  is  safe  You  deal  her  such  a  blow 
and  she  can  never  recover  from  it.  If  she  selects  Havana,  veiy  well; 
we  will  strike  her  there,  and  if  she  occupies  Puerto  Bico,  strike  her  there 
and  take  ii  awa3 . 

Q.  In  that  event,  how  fa'*  would  you  be  from  your  coal  supply  at  Key 
West  or  Tortugas f — A.  If  I  strike  for  Puerto  Rico  I  have  my  secondary 
supply  of  coal  at  St.  Thomas. 

Q.  In  tho  absence  of  that  supply,  if  coal  were  contraband  of  war, 
where  would  be  your  base  of  supply,  at  Key  West  or  Tortugas  f — A,  If 
I  had  any  doubt  of  being  able  to  procure  coal  in  the  friendly  harbor  of 
St.  Thomas  I  would  carry  my  coal  with  me,  steam  colliers  accompany- 
ing the  fleet  I  would  take  St.  Johns  and  coal  comfortably  inside  the 
harbor  I  an  giving  what  I  firmly  believe  to  be  in  our  power  to  do  if 
our  fleet  assembles  and  if  we  concentrate  and  strike  such  a  blow.  It  is 
feasible  and  entirely  practicable.  I  could  take  the  Vesuvitts^  and  altos' 
silencing  the  guns  of  the  fort  send  half  a  dozen  of  those  terrible  projec- 
tiles from  her  guns  into  the  harbor,  and  she  would  blow  up  every  ship 
in  that  harbor 

Q.  How  far  is  it  by  a  proper  sailing  line  for  a  fleet  from  Key  West  to 
St.  Johna  Porto  Bico? — A.  I  have  not  a  chart,  but  I  think  about  900 
miles. 

Q.  So  that  if  you  had  possession  of  St.  Thomas  you  would  have  a 
great  advantage  in  coaling  your  fleet  over  the  situation  in  case  you  had 
to  get  your  supply  from  Key  Westf — A.  You  are  so  near  to  Porto  Bico 
from  St.  Thomas  that  from  the  elevation  above  St.  Thomas  you  can 
view  the  eastward  end  of  the  island. 

By  Mr.  Fobakkb  : 

Q.  Assuming  that  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  of  the  Maine  the 
electric  lights  on  shore  in  the  city  of  Havana  were  extinguiahed|  to 
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what  woald  yon  attribute  that  result,  judging  from  your  knowledge  of 
how  submarine  mines  are  arranged  for  explosion,* and  basing  your 
opinion  on  all  the  knowledge  you  have  of  such  matters  and  the  circum- 
stances attending  this  particular  explosion  T — A.  In  order  that  this 
mine  should  have  any  effect  on  the  Havana  electric-light  system,  it 
must  have  been  connected  with  one  of  its  switch  boards.  The  explosion 
of  the  mine  disrupting  the  cable  and  making  ground  connection  would 
release  the  full  electric  current,  taking  it  to  earth.  In  the  system  con- 
nected with  that,  all  the  lights  would  immediately  go  out. 

Q.  Would  you,  or  would  you  not,  then  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  fa(;t 
that  the  electric  lights  on  shore  were  extinguished  simultaneously 
with  the  explosion  indicate  that  there  was  a  connection  between  the 
Bubmarine  mine  and  the  lights  on  shore  f — A.  That  might  have  been. 

By  Mr.  Txtbpib  : 

Q.  Judging  from  your  experience  in  torpedo  explosions,  what  would 
be  the  effect  upon  the  water  were  a  mine  of  the  size  and  weight  compe- 
tent to  make  this  destruction  of  the  Maine  lighted  and  exploded  under  a 
vessel  of  the  size  of  the  Maincj  with  metallic  bottom  t  Would  it  be  a 
disturbance  in  the  nature  of  a  wave  or  would  it  throw  up  the  water  in 
spouts  f — A.  I  am  very  glad  you  asked  that  question.  I  had  intended 
to  say  something  about  that,  but  had  become  interested  in  other  mat- 
ters and  forgot  it  The  effect  of  the  explosion  of  a  mine  in  regard  to 
the  column  of  water  thrown  up  depends,  curiously  enough,  upon  its 
depth  from  the  surface. 

The  explosion  of  a  mine  near  the  surface — 3  or  4  or  6  feet  below  the 
surface — will  throw  up  a  terrific  column  of  water.  The  explosion  of  a 
mine  at  a  depth  of  30  feet  would  hardly  make  an  ebullition,  even  when 
there  is  nothing  on  the  surface.  That  was  the  case  in  removing  the 
reefs  at  Hell  Gate  and  elsewhere,  where  there  were  terrific  explosions. 
Admired  Matthews's  attention  was  called  to  this  fact  early  in  the  day, 
and  mine  also.  I  confess  it  surprised  me.  I  had  supposed  that  the 
deeper  a  torpedo,  the  deeper  and  heavier  it  was  tamped,  the  deeper 
and  heavier  would  be  the  effect,  and  I  was  astonished  to  find  that  it 
was  not  so. 

In  the  shallow  water  in  Mobile  Bay  I  could  not  go  very  deep,  the 
deepest  I  could  go  was  15  feet.  When  I  got  below  4,  or  5,  or  6  feet, 
the  smaller  the  water  column  thrown  up,  and  Admiral  Matthews  will 
testify  that  at  30,  or  35,  or  40  feet,  hardly  a  disturbance  on  the  sur 
face,  even  to  bubbling. 


STATEMENT  OF  HOHOS^  FBAHqOIB  LAISt,  APBIL  7, 1898. 

Honord  Fbakqois  Lain^,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Gbat.  Mr.  Lain^,  you  were  in  Havana  on  the  night  of  the 
disaster  to  the  United  States  battle  ship  Maine? 

Mr.  LAIN&.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Obat.  Please  state  how  long  you  had  been  there  and  what 
was  your  occupation. 

Mr.  Lain^.  I  arrived  in  Havana  on  the  1st  of  January  of  this  year  at 
6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  steamship  Olivette,  as  correspondent  of 
the  New  York  Sun,  and  I  was  in  that  capacity  in  Havana  until  the  4th 
of  March,  when  I  was  expelled  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  who  have 
never  notified  me  why  they  have  done  so. 
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Senator  Gbat.  You  had  been  a  resident  of  Havana  before  tbat  timei 
bad  yon  nott 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  born  in  Gaba  and  I  lived  in  Oaba  until 
I  was  10  years  old. 

Senator  Gbay.  Who  was  yonr  father  f 

Mr.  Lain£.  Damaco  Lain6. 

Senator  Gray.  A  planter  f 

Mr.  LAIN&.  A  planter  in  the  Province  of  Matanzas. 

Senator  Lodgb.  And  yonr  mother  was  an  American  t 

Mr.  Lain^.  My  mother  was  an  American,  from  Wilmington,  DeL 

Senator  Gbay.  What  was  her  name,  please? 

Mr.  Lain£.  Mary  Garesch^. 

Senator  Gray.  The  family  had  lived  in  Wilmington  before!  • 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir;  the  Dn  Pont  Powder  Works  used  to  belong  to 
them.    They  had  powder  works. 

Senator  Lodge.  Yonr  father  was  a  French  citizen  t 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Lodge.  Yon  were  a  French  citizen  f 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  was  10  years  old  they  sent  me  to 
Georgetown  College.  Then  I  studied  veterinary  medicine  in  New 
York. 

Senator  Lodge.  Veterinary  surgery  t 

Mr.  Lain:6.  Yes,  sir;  veterinary  surgery.  When  I  was  19  years  old 
I  graduated,  March  4, 1885.  I  studied  that  as  a  sort  of  sport.  I  am 
very  fond  of  horses  and  thought  it  best  to  study  that.  As  to  my  work 
in  Cuba,  I  own  patents  in  machinery  down  there — sugar  machinery 
patents.  That  was  my  business,  and  for  that  reason  I  traveled  all 
over  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  on  the  whole  island.  When  the  war  broke 
out,  not  having  anything  to  do,  I  accepted  the  position  of  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Sun. 

Senator  Gbay.  You  are  familiar  with  Cuba  and  with  the  Spanish 
language  t 

Mr.  LAiNifi.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gbay.  And  French  well  as  English? 

Mr.  Lain:]^.  Yes,  sir;  French. 

Senator  Gbay.  Now,  please  recur  to  the  night  of  the  explosion. 
Where  were  you  at  the  time  the  explosion  occurred  t 

Mr.  Lain^.  The  American  correspondents  at  Havana  at  that  time 
had  the  habit  of  congregating  in  the  park  known  as  Isabel  la  Ootdlica, 
in  front  of  the  Hotel  Inglaterra.  We  used  to  sit  down  there  and  talk 
and  exchange  notes.  That  night  I  had  just  returned  from  the  Oaptain- 
General's  palace,  the  censor's  office,  and  was  sitting  in  the  park  with 
some  friends  when  we  saw  the  skies  get  red,  and  two  or  three  seconds 
afterwards  we  heard  a  terrific  detonation.  We  took  a  cab  and  drove 
down  Obispo  street  to  the  wharf  of  Gaballeria. 

Senator  Gbay.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  indicate  on  this  map 
[exhibiting]  by  across  with  a  pencil  where  you  were  sitting  in  the  park  t 

Mr.  Laitte  [indicating].  Bight  here,  sir.  Here  is  the  Hotel  Ingle* 
terra  [indicating].  From  there  we  took  a  cab  and  came  down  this  street 
[indicating].  There  is  the  Captain -General's  palace  [indicating].  The 
cab  stopped  there  [indicating].    This  is  a  gate  [indicating]. 

Senator  Fobaeeb.  The  cab  stopped  where! 

Mr.  Lain:^.  At  the  entrance  of  the  wharf  of  Gaballeria. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  At  the  water? 

Senator  Gbay.  On  the  water  front  t 

Mr.  Lain]^.  On  the  water  front.  Then  we  passed  through  the  iron 
door  there  [indicating]  and  we  were  on  the  wharves. 


AFFAIRS  IN  CUBA.  505 

Senator  FoBAKEB.  Did  yoa  leave  yoar  cab  theref 

Mr.  LAnr6.  Yes,  we  paid  the  man  and  left  the  carriage  there.    Bight 

Bkti  the  entrance  of  it  there  is  a  large  electric  pole,  what  yoa  call 

Seuator  Fobakeb.  A  lampT 
Mr.  Lain£.  An  arc  light.    That  was  extingnished. 
Senator  Fobakbb.  The  light  was  eztingnishedf 
Mr.  Lain£.  The  light  was  extinguished. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  Then  what  did  you  do  after  leaving  your  carriage  t 
Mr.  Lain£.  Then  we  got  on  the  wharf^  on  the  water  side. 
Senator  6bat.  On  the  water  sidef 

Mr.  Lain£.  On  the  water  side.    There  are  about  25  or  30  feet,  you 
k  now.   You  can  walk  all  around  the  wharves.   These  are  on  the  wharves 
[indicatingT  and  you  go  inside.    There  are  long  wharves. 
Senator  Obat.  All  along  the  water  front t 

Mr.  liAiN^.  Yes,  sir;  all  along  the  water  front.    We  got  to  the  water 
front.    I  saw  by  the  light  that  it  was  the  Maine  that  had  been  blown  up. 
Senator  Obat.  By  what  light! 

Mr.  LAnr£.  By  the  light  of  the  Maine.  She  was  burning  already; 
at  least,  something  was  burning  on  the  deck  that  showed  me  her  mast. 
I  could  see  by  that  that  it  was  the  Maine. 

Senator  Obat.  Did  you  notice  any  other  electric  lights  extinguished 
than  the  one  at  the  entrance  f 

Mr.  LAiNii.  Every  one  of  them  all  along  here  [indicating]  was 
extinguished. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  Please  state  what  you  did  after  you  left  your 
carriage  Y 

Mr.  liAiNig.  After  I  left  my  carriage  I  saw  everybody  running  in  this 
direction  [indicating]. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  In  what  direction  t 
Mr.  Lainj6.  In  the  direction  of  the  machina. 
Senator  Daniel.  What  is  the  machina f 
Mr.  Laini^.  The  machina  is  big  shears  that  they  have. 
Senator  Lodge.  A  great  pair  of  tongs  for  the  purpose  of  lifting  masts 
out  of  vessels. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  How  many  squares  were  there  from  where  you 
left  your  carriage  to  the  machina  f 
Mr.  LaiN]^.  About  six  squares. 

Senator  Gbat.  After  you  entered  the  iron  gate  you  turned  to  your 
right  and  went  along  the  water  front  t 
Mr.  hAXNii.  Yes,  sir. 
Senator  Obat.  To  the  machina  t 
Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Obat.  And  that  was  toward  the  Maine? 
Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  toward  the  Maine. 
Senator  Lodge.  That  is  where  the  admiral's  house  is  [indicating]  f 
Mr.  liAnng.  It  is  where  the  admiral's  house  is. 
Senator  Obat.  You  say  when  you  first  entered  the  gate  there  was  a 
tall  iron  pole  that  had  an  electric  lighten  itwhich  had  been  extinguished  f 
Mr.  Laiiy:^.  Yes,  sir.    There  are  several  around  here;  but  this  one 
was  distinguished  because  it  was  right  in  the  center  here  [indicating], 
and  I  had  it  in  front  of  me.    It  was  so  dark  that  I  noticed  it. 
Senator  Obat.  Were  those  around  it  extinguished  t 
Mr.  Lain£.  All  were  extinguished  around  there. 
Senator  Obat.  Were  there  a  number  of  electric-light  poles  along  the 
water  front  that  you  traversed  on  your  way  to  the  machinal 
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Mr.  LAnr6.  I  will  mark  them  here  [indicating].  There  are  about 
twelve  all  along  here. 

Senator  6ba7.  On  the  road  yon  traveled  1 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gray.  Were  they  all  extingaishedt 

Mr.  Laini^.  They  were  all  extinguished.    The  wharf  was  very  dark. 

Senator  Obat.  Is  this  part  of  the  city  [indicating]  lighted  largely 
by  electricity! 

Mr.  Lain]^.  Only  on  the  wharves,  sir. 

Senator  Obat.  What  is  the  lighting  here  {indicating]! 

Mr.  Lain:)^.  Oas. 

Senator  Obay.  Was  that  extingaishedt 

Mr.  Lain]^.  I  did  not  notice  that.  My  attention  was  not  tamed  that 
way. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  Did  yon  see  any  electric  lights  burning  at  all 
along  the  wharves  f 

Mr.  LAIN1&.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Obay.  They  were  all  outt 

Mr.  Lain:6.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  Were  you  ever  down  there  at  any  other  time  in 
the  night  timet 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Did  yoa  ever  see  them  out  before  t 

Mr.  Lainj^.  !N^o,  sir;  I  never  did.  The  wharves  are  always  lit  up  at 
night,  because  goods  are  kept  down  there  and  they  have  to  be  well 
watched. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Was  this  the  first  ti^e  you  ever  saw  them  outt 

Mr.  Lain:^.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  the  first  tiw^ 

Senator  Fobakeb.  In  the  nighttime t 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Obay.  Did  you  hear  any  remarifc  at  that  time  or  the  next 
day  about  the  extinguishment  of  the  electric  lights  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion  t 

Mr.  Lain]^.  I  believe  the  papers  mentioned  that  fact  the  next  day, 
but  mentioned  it  as  the  effect  of  the  big  explosion.  I  remember  read* 
ing  also  that  in  a  cafe  near  by  $3,000  worth  of  damage  had  been  done 
by  the  breaking  of  glass  and  such  things.  But  I  am  going  to  get  those 
Spanish  papers  and  try  to  send  them  to  you. 

Senator  Lodge.  Do  you  know  whether  the  gas  lights  went  outt 

Mr.  Lain^.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Senator  Lodge.  You  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  didt 

Mr.  Lain^.  I  could  not  tell  you  that,  sir.  When  I  got  down  to  the 
wharf  my  main  idea  was  to  look  toward  the  Maine  and  get  a  boat  to  go 
there.  I  paid  no  attention  to  the  city  or  anything.  But  I  saw  this  arc 
light  fiuttering;  I  can  remember  that  distinctly. 

Senator  Obay.  You  saw  it  flutteringt 

Mr.  Laini^.  You  know  when  an  electric  light  goes  out  the  carbon 
remains  for  some  time  red  hot.  I  just  saw  that  and  that  made  the 
whole  thing  look  dark.  Then  that  crowd  of  excited  Spaniards  halloo- 
ing, and  all  that,  impressed  me  with  the  darkness  of  the  place. 

Senator  Lodge.  You  drove  down  Obispo  street,  which  is  lighted  by 
gast 

Mr.  LaiN]^.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  lighted  by  gas. 

Senator  Lodge.  In  driving  down  that  street,  did  you  notice  whether 
the  lights  were  outt 

Mr.  Laut^.  I  did  not.    I  could  not  tell  you. 
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Senator  Lodgb.  If  they  had  been  out,  would  yoa  have  been  likely  to 
liave  noticed  itf 

Mr.  JjAivt.  Yes;  I  think  if  they  had  all  gone  out  I  certainly  wonld 
liave  noticed  it* 


ADDinOVAL  STATEMEliT  OF  HOVOKi:  FEAVgOIS  LAIS%  APSIL  7, 

1898. 

Honors  FsANgoiS  Lain£,  having  been  previously  sworn,  fhrther 
testified  as  follows : 

The  Chaikman  (Senator  Davis).  Mr.  Lain6,  yon  are  a  native  of  Cuba  T 
Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Ohaibman.  What  is  your  ageY 
Mr.  Lain*.  Thirty- three. 

The  Ghaibman.  Your  father  is  a  French  subject  T 
Mr.  LAiN]|g.  A  French  citizen,  sir. 
The  Ohaibman.  You  were  educated  in  this  country  t 
Mr.  Lain*.  In  this  country. 
The  Chairman.  Where  t 

Mr.  Lainij.  At  Georgetown  College  and  Philadelphia. 
The  Ohaibman.  What  is  your  profession  f 

Mr.  Lain*.  I  have  studied  veterinary  medicine,  bnfc  my  profession  in 
Guba — I  own  patents  in  connection  with  sugar  machinery,  ttugar-making 
establishments  there. 
The  Ohaibman.  Is  your  father  a  planter! 
Mr.  Lain*.  Yes,  sir. 
The  Ohaibman.  How  far  from  Havanaf 
Mr.  Lain*.  Ninety  miles. 
The  Ohaibman.  What  became  of  his  plantation  f 
Mr.  Lain*.  It  has  been  burned. 
The  Ohaibman.  By  whom  1 
Mr.  Lain*.  By  the  Spaniards. 
The  Ohaibman.  Whent 
Mr.  Lain*.  In  the  month  of  October,  1896. 
The  Ohaibman.  Where  did  you  go  then  ! 
Mr.  Lain*.  I  was  in  prison  then. 

The  Ohaibman.  What  became  of  your  father  and  mother? 
Mr.  Lain*.  They  have  come  to  this  country.     They  are  living  in 
Tampa  now. 
The  Ohaibman.  Your  mother  is  a  native  of  the  United  Btatesf 
Mr.  Lain*.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Ohaibman.  Bom  at  Wilmington,  Del.t 
Mr.  Lain*.  At  Wilmington,  Del. 
The  Ohaibman.  What  was  her  maiden  namet 
Mr.  Lain*.  Mary  Garesch^. 

The  Ohaibman.  You  went  from  New  York  to  Havana  as  a  corre- 
spondent in  1897;  did  you  notf 
Mr.  Lain*.  On  the  Ist  of  January,  1898. 
The  Ohaibman.  As  a  correspondent  t 
Mr.  Lain*.  Of  the  I^ew  York  Sun. 
The  Ohaibman.  For  what  paper  f 
Mr.  Lain*.  The  New  York  Sun. 

The  Ohaibman.  Did  you  make  inquiry  of  the  Spanish  authorities 
whether  yon  would  be  safe  in  doing  sof 
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Mr.  Lain£.  I  spoke  to  the  Spanish  consul  in  New  York,  and  I  spoke 
to  Secretary  Congosto  when  I  arrived  there. 

The  Chairman.  What  assurance,  if  any,  did  you  receive  t 

Mr.  Lain^.  Secretary  Oongosto  told  me  that  as  long  as  he  would  bn 
there  nothing  would  hapx>en  to  me. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  enter  upon  your  duties  at  HavanaY 

Mr.  Lain6.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  used  to  exchange  notes  with  other  correspond- 
ents for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  each  other  newsY 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  know  a  newspaper  correspondent  by  the 
name  of  Diazf 

Mr.  Lain^.  Francesco  Diazf 

The  Chairman.  An  old  friend  of  yours  f 

Mr.  Lain:^.  Well,  an  acquaintance.    A  reporter  has  a  great  many. 

The  Chairman,  was  he  engaged  in  Havana  at  that  timet 

Mr.  LainjS.  He  was  engaged  in  reporting  for  the  Union Constitncionel. 

The  Chairman.  Was  that  a  Weylerite  paper t 

Mr.  Lkmrt.  Yes,  sir;  a  Weylerite  paper. 

The  Chairman.  Very  radical! 

Mr.  Lainji^.  Very  radical. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  stated  to  me  heretofore  some  events  con- 
nected  with  a  letter  or  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  you  received  from  Mr. 
Diaz  purporting  to  be  a  letter  which  General  Weyler  had  sent  to  the 
editor  of  that  newspaper.  Now,  I  wish  you  to  go  on  in  your  own  way 
from  the  beginning,  and  state  the  history  of  that  business  and  what 
happened  to  you  on  account  of  it. 

Mr.  Lain]^.  I  met  Diaz  one  night  in  a  room  of  the  Hotel  Ingleterra, 
where  the  reporters  used  to  congregate  at  night  to  talk  and  exchange 
notes.  In  taking  with  him  he  told  me  that  General  Weyler  bad 
acceded  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  Cortes  of  Spain  for  the  district 
of  Havana.  Asking  him  how  he  knew  that,  he  told  me  he  had  a  copy 
of  a  letter  of  General  Weyler.  The  letter  had  been  written  by  General 
Weyler  to  Santos  Guzman,  a  lawyer,  and  head  of  the  Spanish  consti- 
tutional party  in  Cuba — the  Weyler  party.  Mr.  Santos  Guzman  bad 
given  the  letter  to  Mr.  Novo,  editor  of  the  paper,  the  Union  Constitn- 
cionel. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  that  copy  of  the  letter  with  you  nowT 

Mr.  Lain:6.  I  have  not.    It  is  in  New  York,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  furnish  it,  or  a  coiiy  of  it,  to  this  committee? 

Mr.  Lain:^.  Yes,  sir.    It  is  in  Spanish. 

The  Chairman.  And  with  it  a  translationf 

Mr.  Lain]^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gray.  Both! 

Mr.  Lain6.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Go  on  .with  your  statement. 

Mr.  Lain^.  This  reporter.  Diaz,  saw  the  letter  at  the  ofQce  of  the 
paper  there  and  took  a  copy  of  it,  which  copy  he  gave  me.  I  do  not 
remember  the  exact  words  of  the  letter. 

Senator  Lodge.  State  the  purport  of  it. 

Senator  Gray.  Subject  to  correction  when  you  send  the  committ«e  a 
copy. 

Mr.  Lain£.  In  the  letter  Weyler  said 

Senator  Foraksr.  In  substance  f 

Mr.  Lain]6.  Yes^  Weyler  said  that  after  mature  consideration  he  had 
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lecided  to  ran  as  a  candidate  for  a  deputy  of  the  Cortes  in  Spain.  Of 
course  the  letter  is  mnch  longer  than  that,  yon  know. 
Senator  Fobakeb.  Just  give  the  snbstance  of  it. 
Mr.  liAiN^.  And  he  gave  his  reasons  why  he  ran  as  a  candidate  and 
7»ve  some  advice  to  Santos  Guzman  on  that  subject.  Then  he  added 
Lliat  he  had  read  that  the  Americans  were  intending  to  send  a  warship 
to  Havana;  that  they  had  never  dared  to  do  so  in  his  time,  as  he  had 

klie  harbor  well  prepared  for  such  emergencies 

Senator  Gb AT.  Well  prepared  f 

Mr.  IjAInA  Well  prepared  for  such  emergencies,  and  that  he  hoped 
tliere  would  be  a  Spanish  hand  who  would  chastise  in  a  fitting  way 
that  ofTense. 

The  Chaibman«  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Mr.  Lain^.  The  Maine  not  having  arrived  then,  and  knowing  noth- 
ing at  all  about  the  arrival  of  American  ships,  that  part  of  the  letter 
had  no  importance  at  all. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  Was  that  before  you  had  heard  that  the  Maine 
ipvas  comingf 

Mr.  LAiin^.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  before  that.  This  was  so  much  so  that 
as  to  that  part  of  the  letter  I  could  hardly  understand  what  he  was 
referring  to.    The  Maine  arrived. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  What  did  you  do  with  the  letter  T 
Mr.  Lain^.  I  have  got  the  copy  of  the  letter.    I  sent  the  news  to 
this  country  that  Weyler  was  willing  to  run  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Spanish  Cortes. 

Senator  Lodgb.  That  was  the  part  of  the  letter  that  interested  you  f 
Mr.  Lain£.  That  interested  everybody  then.    Weyler  had  always 
said  that  he  was  not  affiliated  to  any  Spanish  x)arty.    I  kept  the  letter 
in  my  desk ;  I  pigeonholed  it  in  my  desk  and  paid  no  more  attention 
to  it.    The  Maine  arrived  on  the  following  day — ^two  days  after  that. 
Senator  Gbay.  Two  days  after  you  saw  the  copy  of  the  letter  t 
Mr.  LAiNife.  Yes;  two  days  after  I  had  the  copy  of  the  letter  the 
Maine  arrived. 

Senator  Gbat.  Do  you  recollect  about  the  date  of  the  letter  f 

Mr.  Lain:^.  I  think  it  was  the  24th,  at  nighttime 

Senator  Gbay.  The  24th  of  January  t 

Mr.  Lain^.  Of  January,  about  10  o'clock  at  night.    At  10  or  11  o'clock 
at  night  he  gave  me  the  letter. 
Senator  Gbat.  But  do  you  recollect  the  date  of  the  letter f 
Mr.  Lainj^.  The  letter  was  written  in  Madrid  on  the  8th  of  January. 
The  Ghaibman.  Proceed  with  your  statement. 
Mr.  Lain^.  The  Maine  arrived  on  the  following  day,  and  on  the  15th 
of  February  it  was  blown  up.    I  then  recalled  Weyler's  letter.    I  took 
it  oat  of  my  desk  and  read  two  or  three  times  over  his  last  paragraphs. 
I  went  to  see  Diaz  three  times,  and  tried  to  get  at  any  price  the  original 

letter,  and  could  not  do  it.    A  few  days  after  that 

Senator  Gbay.  Did  he  deny  the  authenticity  of  the  letter  when  yon 
applied  to  himf 

Mr.  Lainj^.  Oh,  no.  I  did  not  see  Diaz  after  that  until  the  time  I 
am  going  to  refer  to  now.  A  few  days  after  the  explosion  of  the  Maine 
1  met  Diaz  leaving  the  palace  of  the  Captain-General  as  I  was  entering 
it.  After  saluting  him  he  said  to  me,  <^Do  you  remember  the  copy  of 
the  letter  of  General  Weyler  I  gave  yout"  I  told  him,  ''Yes."  He 
said  to  me.  '^  What  do  yon  think  about  what  Weyler  said  of  the  Amer- 
ican Bhipf'^  I  answered  that  I  thought  someone  had  followed  his 
advice.    Diaz,  being  a  Spaniard,  looked  at  me  very  seriously  in  the 


510  •  AFFAIRS  m  CUBA«  i 


face.    I  understood  right  then  that  I  had  made  a  false  step.      On  tbe 
night  of  the  4th — ^let  me  see— Wednesday ;  if  I  had  a  calendar  here 

The  Ghaibman.  There  is  a  calendar  here. 

(A  calendar  was  handed  to  the  witness.) 

Mr.  Lain^  (after  examining  the  calendar).  On  the  night  of  March  4, 
at  12  o'clock  that  night,  as  I  waa  leaving  the  Hotel  Ingleterra,  I  saw 
two  figures  on  the  sidewalk.  They  were  the  chief  of  x)olice  of  Savana 
and  a  detective,  who  I  afterwards  ascertained  had  been  foUow^in^  my 
footsteps  for  several  days.  As  I  passed  the  two  figures  the  chief  of 
police  told  me,  ^'  Stop,  sir;  yon  are  under  arrest."  A  cab  was  passing 
by.  I  was  ordered  to  get  in,  and  the  detectiye  took  me  to  the  jefatara, 
or  police  headquarters.  There,  after  being  searched  for  incriminating 
papers,  I  was  locked  in  a  small  cell  incommunicado.  An  hour  after 
that  the  chief  of  police  arrived,  and  said  to  me,  ^^  Well,  we  have  you 
secure  here  at  last."  I  made  no  reply  to  him,  and  he  began  to  threaten 
me. 

The  Ghair])£AN.  He  spoke  to  you  through  the  bars,  did  he  notf 

Mr*  Laut^.  Oh,  yes;  I  was  inside  the  cell. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  his  language  in  threatening  yout 

Mr.  Lain]^.  I  think  I  ought  to  refer  to  the  cab  again  and  the  way. 

The  CHAiBMAN.^Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  Lain:^.  As  the  detective  was  paying  for  the  cab  that  took  os  to 
jefatura  I  waa  able  to  signal  to  the  cabman,  who  was  an  acquaintance 
of  mine,  to  inform  my  Mends  that  I  had  been  detaiuexl.  He  nodde<I 
with  his  head  and  I  knew  that  he  had  understood  my  sign.  He  was  a 
Cuban,  you  know.    When  the  chief  of  police  began  to  threaten  me 

The  Chairman.  What  did  he  sayf 

Mr.  JjXtnA  He  said  to  me,  ''The  secret  that  I  know  you  know  will 
never  be  known  by  others,  as  they  will  not  know  either  what  has  hap- 
pened to  you."    I  then  replied  to  him,  "If  you  think,  Colonel" — he  ia 
colonel  of  police — "  that  you  can  make  me  disappear  as  you  did  Posado 
and  Ariza"  ^two  young  men  who  had  been  taken  out  of  the  place  and 
killed  in  the  outskirts  of  Havana  by  the  Havana  police)  "yon  are  very 
much  mistaken,  as  by  this  timethe  French  and  the  American  consuls  who 
were  my  friends  know  that  I  am  detained."    The  chief  of  police  changed 
his  threatening  attitude,  ordered  me  out  of  the  cell,  ordered  two  obairs 
to  be  brought,  and  asked  me  to  sit  down  as  he  wanted  to  have  a  talk 
with  me.    He  then  said,  "I  know  all  about  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  yoa 
say  you  have  of  Weyler.    That  does  not  trouble  me.    What  I  want  to 
know  is  what  you  said  to  Consul  Lee  on  the  24th  of  February  concerning 
the  explosion  of  the  Maine,^    I  answered  him  that  I  had  not  spoken  on 
that  subject  to  Consul  Lee.    I  was  ordered  to  be  locked  up  again  in  the 
cell.    The  next  morning  I  was  sent  to  the  Fortress  Las  Cabaiias.    On 
Wednesday  March  9,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  was  taken  oat  of 
my  cell  by  a  Spanish  captain  of  the  Fortress,  put  on  board  a  Govern* 
ment  boat,  rowed  to  the  steamer  Olivette  by  Spanish  sailors;  and  t^at 
is  all.    There  is  not  anything  more  to  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  were  placed  on  board  the  OUvettef 

Mr.  Lain]&.  That  is  all.    I  do  not  know  yet  why  1  have  been  expelled^ 

The  Chairman.  Ton  came  to  this  country f 

Mr.  Lain:^.  I  came  to  this  country. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  been  here  ever  sincef 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  here  ever  since. 

Senator  Gray.  Did  you  bring  that  copy  of  the  letter  away  with  yoat 

Mr.  Lain]^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gray.  Where  was  itT 
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Mr.  liAnr^.  Being  a  conespondent  of  an  American  newspaper  and 
f*«€eiving  all  sorts  of  letters  from  the  insurgents  and  people  of  that 
kind,  I  kept  those  documents  in  a  secret  corner  of  my  room.  The  Span- 
ish authorities,  when  they  searched  my  room,  were  unable  to  find  that. 
■A  friend  of  mine  lived  in  the  same  house,  the  house  of  an  American,  Dr. 
Wilson,  and  knew  where  I  kept  my  things.  I  was  able  to  send  him  a 
uaessage  from  the  fortress  and  tell  him  to  pack  all  my  clothes  and  sen\l 
»ll  my  papers.  My  clothes  were  sent  to  me,  my  valise,  but  the  papers 
^veere  given  in  a  sealed  envelop  to  the  agent  of  the  Plant  Steamship 
CJompany,  who  delivered  them  to  me  on  board  the  steamship  OliTette^ 
and  I  signed  a  receipt  for  them  from  this  youug  man,  named  Mr. 
[Miranda. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Ton  signed  the  receipt  for  this  sealed  package  of 
papers  on  board  the  Olivette  f 

Mr,  Lain£.  Yes,  sir;  on  board  the  Olivette, 

Senator  Fobaileb.  After  the  Spaniards  had  put  you  theret 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Gbay.  And  that  package  contained  this  copy  of  Weyler's 
letter  to  which  you  have  referred! 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  contained  a  great  many  things. 

Senator  Fobaebb.  Where  is  that  copy  of  the  Weyler  letter  now! 

Mr.  Lain£.  I  have  it  in  New  York. 

Senator  Gbat.  And  you  will  send  us  the  original  Spanish  copy  and 
a  translation! 

Mr.  liAiN:^.  Yes,  sir. 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to  above  with  its 
translation : 

Madrid,  Enero  8  de  1898, 
8r.  Fbakcisco  ds  los  Santos  GuzifAN,  Habana, 

Hi  DI8TINOUIDO  AMIGO  T  CORRXUGIONARIO :  Mi  opinion  sobre  la  actitud  de  nues 
tro  partido  en  Cuba  ha  eambiado  ante  los  nltimos  sncesos. 

8i  yo  crei  antes  qne  el  partido  debia  dignamente  abstenerse  de  entrar  en  la  con- 
tienda  electoral,  ahora  eieo  qne  es  ana  necesidad  patriotica  y  nn  deber  qne  tome 
parte  en  esa  elecoiones. 

No  cabe  dudar  del  ezito  nl  de  mnestra  mayoriaen  las  listas;  ni  tampoco  de  qne  nn 
programa  fnndado  en  la  defensa  del  honor  nacional  habia  de  arrastrar  jnnto  con 
noeotroB  los  elementoa  tibios;  pero  sinoeramente  espafioles  qne  sehan  dejado  iln- 
aionar  por  las  combinaciones  de  Moret  y  Saeasta  y  que  nan  tornado  por  bnena  moiieda 
y  como  combinaciones  cientificas  la  verdadera  y  deshonrosa  homillacion  de  nuestru 
pueblo  ante  el  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

iDscriban  Uds.  en  sn  bandera  (la  bandera  de  Espaf&a)  ''reyindicaci^n  del  decoro 
naoionaP'  y  yo  me  ofirezco  como  sn  candidate.  Mi  titnlo  mayor  de  gloria  despnes  de 
haber  mandado  durante  dos  afios  doscientos  mil  heroes  espa&oles  en  Cuba,  serlL  el 
de  Dipntado  por  la  Habana. 

Por  cierto  que  he  leido  nltimamente  qne  piensan  los  Americanos  enviar  on  buque 
de  gnerra  &  esa  oindad.    £n  mi  tiempo  ni  lo  sofiaron  siquiera. 

Babfan  el  terrible  oastigo  qne  les  hnbiera  esperado. 

Yo  prepare  ese  pnerto  para  esa  contingencia  haciendo  obras  qne  Martinez  Campos 
babia  abandonado. 

Si  el  tal  insnlto  Uegara  a  realiz  arse,  CHpero  qne  no  faltara  una  mano  espafiola  qne 
se  levante  para  castigar  tan  ejemplarmente  como  nierece  la  provocacion. 

Romero  eaX&  Men  como  nnnca  lo  creimos  bus  amigos  y  aparte  de  los  disgustos  qne 
eeta  atm<^sfera  de  hnmillaciones  me  impone  lo  esta  tambien  sn  afmo.  amigo. 
Y.  8.  S. 

Valeriano  Wkyler. 

Here  is  a  copy  of  the  letter: 

Hia  ExceUency  DoK  Francisco  db  los  Santos  Guzman, 

JJavafio. 

Mt  Distinguished  Personal  and  Potjtical  Friend  :  Since  the  latest  events, 
I  have  changed  my  Tiews  about  the  attitude  which  our  political  party  iu  Cuba 
onght  to  assume. 
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I  hmw  thoQffht  before  %bm%  it  was  more  dignified  for  nm  to  abetaiii  from  tibe 
toral  eontest ;  I  belieye  now  that  it  is  a  patriotio  daty  for  ns  to  go  to  tlie  polls.    Our 
snocese  cen  not  be  donbted ;  neither  can  be  onr  m^ority  of  Totera,  nor  tha^  ^wi A  « 

Srogramme  of  defense  of  the  national  honor,  we  will  have  side  by  aide  witli  ns  a*, 
[lose  lukewarm  politicians  who,  though  Spaniards  by  heart,  are  deoeived  hy  tii^ 
inside  combinations  of  Moret  and  Sagasta,  and  take  as  scientific  Bolotions  of  uer 
colonial  problems  what  are  really  dishonorable  homiliations  of  onr  ooantry  'heior^ 
the  United  States. 

Write  on  yonr  flag,  the  flag  of  Spain,  "Defense  of  national  honor/'  and  I  offer  x>^ 
my  name  as  yonr  candidate. 

After  haying  commanded  during  two  years  200,000  Spanish  heroes  in  CnbA,  tbe 
title  I  shall  be  more  proud  of  is  that  of  deputy  from  Havana  at  the  Coitea  of  Spain. 

By  the  way,  I  haye  read  these  days  that  the  Americans  are  pondering  abont  aeod- 
ing  one  of  their  war  ships  to  that  city.  During  my  command  in  Cuba  they  did  not 
CTcn  dare  to  dream  about  it.    They  knew  the  terrible  punishment  that  awaited  ^Ikeou 

I  had  Havana  Harbor  well  prepared  for  such  an  emergency.  I  rapidly  finiahod  the 
work  that  Martinez  Campos  carelessly  abandoned. 

If  the  insult  is  made,  I  hope  that  there  will  be  a  Spanish  hand  to  punish  it  a« 
terribly  as  it  deserves. 

Romero  is  in  better  health  than  his  friends  could  have  expected,  and  not  withstand  > 
ing  how  morally  sick  I  feel  breathing  this  humiliating  atmosphere,  is  well,  also  yonr 
affectionate  friend  and  servant. 

VXLBRIA270  WmTLXM, 

Madrid,  January  8, 1898, 

This  letter  was  written  to  Onzman,  who  as  leader  of  the  GousCTvative 
party  is  Spanish  as  garlic,  and  was  by  him  tnrned  over  to  the  editor  of 
the  nltra- Spanish  paper,  La  Union  Constitncional,  in  order  that  Wej* 
ler's  candidacy  might  be  announced  and  favorably  commented  upon. 

This  was  before  the  Maine  had  gone  to  Havana,  so  there  was^no  imme- 
diate significance  in  that  portion  of  the  letter  that  referred  to  the  previa- 
rations  to  destroy  American  war  ships. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  In  whose  handwriting  is  that  copy  of  the  letter f 

Mr.  Lain£.  I  believe  it  is  in  Diaz's  bandwritiug. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  It  is  not  in  yonr  handwriting?    • 

Mr.  Lain£.  Oh,  no,  sir. 

Senator  Obat.  Yon  will  make  affidavit  that  that  is  the  copy  joa 
received  from  DiazT 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Obat.  And  that  it  is  given  a  proper  translation  t  The  trans- 
lation, however,  will  show  for  itself. 

Senator  Lodge.  Yon  will  also  send  ns,  if  yon  can  find  them,  those 
Spanish  papers  showing  that  the  lights  were  tnrned  outf 

Mr.  Laii^.  Yes;  I  will  try  to  get  those  Spanish  papers  which  si>eak 
of  the  lights. 

Senator  Gbat.  Yon  spoke  of  being  in  prison  at  the  time  yonr  father^s 
plantation  was  bnrnedt 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Obat.  What  was  the  natnre  of  that  imprisonment;  was  it 
political  or  otherwise f 

Mr.  Laii9]6.  Political,  sir. 

Senator  Obat.  Please  state  the  canses  and  circnmstauces  attending 
yonr  imprisonment. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  And  the  duration  of  the  same,  and  how  it  was 
terminated. 

Mr.  Lain£.  When  Gt)mez  and  Maceo  were  on  their  invading  march; 
they  invaded  the  whole  island 

Senator  Obat.  In  what  yearf 

Mr.  Lain£.  That  was  December  22,  1806.  They  passed  near  my 
father's  place.    I  met  a  firiend  of  mine,  Brigadier  Zayas,  who  induced 
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le  to  accompany  him  for  a  few  days.  In  order  to  see  something  of  the 
skT  I  consented,  and  I  was  with  Qomez  and  Maceo  for  eight  days. 
'bey  were  then  making  a  circuity  and  they  promised  that  they  woald 
)t  mo  go  home  in  the  same  place  that  they  had  taken  me  prisoner; 
iiat  they  had  asked  me  to  go  with  them,  which  was  so. 
Senator  Fobakeb.  They  were  to  retnrn  to  the  same  place  f 
Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  just  making  a  circle  to  see  the  Spanish  forces.  They 
rere  going  back,  yon  know;  and  eight  days  after  that  I  came  home, 
^oiiviiiced  of  what  the  Oabans  were  going  to  do  in  the  island,  I  advised 
uy  family  to  leave  the  plant-ation  and  go  to  Havana,  and  they  did,  I 
irocompauying  them.  £ight  days  after  we  were  in  Havana  I  was  taken 
>risoner  and  accused  by  the  Spanish  of  being  an  insurgent  chief.  I 
vas  tried  twice  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  once  in  Havana  and  the 
>ther  time  in  Madrid,  and  I  was  acquitted  in  Madrid,  as  they  had  no 
^barges  against  me,  after  being  kept  in  prison  for  one  year,  one  month, 
lix  days,  and  two  hours. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  What  was  the  nature  of  your  imprisonment  t 
Where  were  you  imprisoned,  and  howt 

Mr.  Laini^.  I  was  imprisoned  until  the  24th  of  June  in  the  Oabauas 
fortress.  Oeneral  Lee  one  day  appeared  unexpectedly  in  the  fortress 
to  see  the  crew  of  the  Competitor.  This  so  worried  Weyler  that  in  order 
to  avoid  other  visits  of  General  Lee  he  forbade  all  foreigners  from  going 
to  the  fortress.  My  father,  being  a  foreigner,  was  not  allowed  to  go 
there.  He  had  been  going  to  see  me  for  the  last  five  months,  you  know. 
Senator  FoBAEBB.  Were  you  present  at  the  trial  had  in  Havana 
when  you  were  convicted! 

Mr.  Lain:^.  Yes,  I  was  present  there. 
Senator  Fobakbb.  Of  what  were  you  convicted  f 
Mr.  Lain]^.  Well,  I  do  not  think  I  was  convicted  of  anything,  but  I 
was  accused  of  a  good  many  things. 

Senator  Fo^a&bb.  Ton  say  you  were  accused  of  being  an  insurgent 
chief.    Is  that  the  charge  which  was  made  when  you  were  tried  t 
Mr.  Lah^.  Ten,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  They  found  you  guilty  t 
Mr.  Lain:^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  [Notwithstanding  what  the  testimony  wast 
Mr.  Lain:]^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  Then,  you  say  you  were  acquitted  at  another 
'rial, in  Madrid f 
Mr.  Lain]6.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Were  you  present  in  Madrid  T 
Mr.  Lajn^.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  That  trial  was  upon  the  record,  I  suppose  f 
Mr.  Lain:^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  They  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  f 
Mr.  Laini^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  was  the  sentence  pronounced  upon  yout 
Mr.  Lain:^.  Thirty  years  in  chains. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  That  was  pronounced  in  Havana  when  you  were 
found  guilty  t 
Mr.  LAm^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  When  you  were  first  arrested,  where  were  yon 
taken  and  how  dealt  withf 

Mr.  Lain:^.  I  was  taken  to  the  jefatura,  and  from  the  jefatura  to 
Cabanas  fortress.  I  did  not  finish  what  I  was  saying  just  now.  When 
my  father  protested  he  could  not  go  to  see  me  in  the  fortress,  General 
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Weyler  ordered  me  to  be  sent  to  the  city  jail,  where  my  father  coold  p 
to  see  roe. 

Senator  Fobakkb.  Who  interposed  in  yoar  behalf,  if  anybody  ! 

Mr.  Lain^.  I  have  had  a  good  many  iiersons. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  I  mean  what  official  interposed. 

Mr.  Lain£.  In  my  behalf! 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Yes. 

Mr.  LAiif]^.  Mr.  Bnstis  did  a  good  deal  for  me,  too,  in  Paris,  and  tl^ 
French  Government,  of  coarse. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  That  is  what  I  wanted  to  know,  whether  it  wa^ 
the  French  officials  who  interposed. 

Mr.  Laihi^.  Yes,,  the  French  Government  got  me  out  of  that. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Did  yon  not,  when  arrested,  call  u|K>n  the  repre^ 
seutative  in  Havana  of  the  French  OovernmentT 

Mr.  Lain£.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Did  he  take  any  steps  in  yonr  behalff 

Mr.  Lain£.  Uu  fortunately  he  was  the  only  foreign  representative 
who  in  the  time  of  Weyler  received  a  decoration  from  the  Spanish  Gov 
emment,  and  it  was  not  until  after  he  had  left  Havana  and  my  ease 
went  to  Madrid  that  the  French  Government  really  took  an  interest  ic 
my  case. 

Senator  Daniel.  He  received  a  decoration  from  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ern men  tt 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  a  decoration.    He  was  given  a  cross. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Were  you  at  any  time  in  incommunicado  T 

Mr.  LainI^:.  Twenty-five  days,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  At  what  period  of  your  confinement t 

Mr.  Laini^.  The  first  twenty- live  days. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  By  incommunicado  we  are  to  understand  that  no 
one  was  allowed  to  see  yout 

Mr.  Lain^.  No  one  was  allowed  to  see  me.  I  could  not  write  nor 
read,  and  I  had  no  communication  with  the  outside  world. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Oan  you  us  tell  whether  the  Eepublio  of  Cuba 
has  any  headquarters;  and  if  so,  where  located f 

Mr.  Laini^:.  They  are  located  in  the  Province  of  Oamaguey. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Atwhatplacef 

Mr.  Lain:^.  In  the  mountains  of  Gubitas,  at  a  place  called  Cubitas. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  is  the  population  of  Oubitas,  just  roagbly 
stated  Y 

Mr.  Lain]6.  I  think  about  800  to  1,000  persons.  Of  course  the  GubaD 
Government  does  not  want  to  keep  many  women  and  children  there. 
Fearing  to  be  attacked,  they  prefer  to  have  them  dispersed  around  the 
prefectures. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  How  long  have  the  headquarters  of  the  Cnban 
Republic  been  at  Gubitas t 

Mr.  Lain6.  Since  June,  1896. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Have  you  been  at  Gubitas  since  the  headquarters 
were  located  there! 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  officials  of  the  Ouban  Republic  are  there, 
if  any  at  all  Y 

Mr.  Lain6.  Well,  there  is  the  President,  the  Vice-President,  the  rep^ 
resentatives  of  the  constituent  assembly,  the  secretary  of  war 

Senator  Fobakeb.  The  cabinet f 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir;  the  cabinet. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Let  me  ask  you,  so  as  to  have  it  explicitly  stated, 
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^whether  it  is  or  is  not  true  that  the  assembly  of  representatives  of  the 
<3aban  Bepublic,  x)rovided  for  in  the  constitution  of  chat  liepubllc,  and 
-the  President,  Vice- President,  and  the  cabinet,  provided  for  by  that 
<M>nBtitation,  all  reside  at  Gubitas  daring  their  official  terms f 

Mr.  Laine.  Yes,  sir;  they  all  reside  there  during  their  official  term, 
^^0vhich  is  two  years. 

Senator  Foraksb.  State  whether  they  have  buildings  set  apart  as 
t^lie  official  bnildings  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba? 

Mr.  Lahv^.  They  have;  and  I  could  get  you  a  sketch  of  them. 

Senator  Fobaker.  That  is  not  necessary.  You  know  this  from  your 
personal  knowledge — ^from  having  visited  the  placet 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  seen  them. 

Senator  Foraker.  Are  those  bnildings  occupied  by  these  officials  f 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  Do  they  conduct  the  business  of  their  Govern- 
ment there  and  have  archives! 

Mr.  Lain£.  All  the  business  of  their  Government  is  conducted  there, 
and  they  have  the  archives,  which  are  kept  as  I  have  seen  them — I  do 
not  know  that  they  have  changed  them  since  then — ^in  cedar  boxes, 
^which  are  made  in  a  way  that  they  can  be  easily  transported  from  one 
X>lace  to  another  in  case  of  emergency. 

Senator  Forakeb.  State  what  departments  of  that  Government,  if 
any,  are  in  operation. 

Mr.  Lain£.  Well,  there  is  the  legislative  body  there,  and  there  is  the 
itrav  department;  and  the  minister  of  finance  is  there. 

Senator  Foraker.  iState  whether  they  have  a  fiscal  system. 

Senator  Daniel.  A  secretary  of  the  treasury  f 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  And  if  so,  by  whom  conducted. 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir;  the  fisc<al  system  is  conducted  by  the  depart- 
ment of  the  treasury  there,  which  resides  there,  and  taxes  are  collected 
by  the  Outons  all  over  the  island,  for  which  they  always  give  a  receipt. 

Senator  Foraker.  In  the  name  of  the  Cuban  liepublicf 

Mr.  Lain]6.  In  the  name  of  the  Cuban  liepublic;  and  the  property  of 
people  who  pay  their  taxes  thr i-e  is  always  respected.  Only  about  two 
months  ago  a  gentleman  from  !New  York,  Mr.  Louis  Marx,  asked  me  in 
Havana 

Senator  Foraker.  Have  they  tax  collectors  throughout  the  island! 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  I  was  going  to  say  now.  Mr.  Marx 
owns  a  tobacco  plantation  near  Alquizar.  He  informed  me  that  the 
Cuban  tax  collector  had  come  to  his  plantation  and  collected  his  taxes. 
He  paid  the  contribution.  He  showed  me  the  receipt  and  he  asked  me 
to  inquire  whether  it  was  made  in  due  form  and  by  duly  authorized 
persons. 

Senator  Foraker.  Is  that  the  end  of  your  statement  on  that  point f 

Mr.  Laik]^.  I  was  going  to  give  the  proofs.  I  inquired  of  the  prefect 
of  Havana,  who  lives  in  the  city  of  Havana,  whether  the  said  man  was 
really  the  anthorized  man  to  do  so,  and  when  he  saw  the  signature 
and how  do  you  call  that  thing  they  put  on  paper f 

Senator  Foraker.  The  stamp  f 

Mr.  Lain£.  When  he  saw  the  signature  and  the  stamp  he  informed 
me  that  it  was  correct. 

Senator  Foraker.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  they  have  a  prefect 
in  each  subdivision  of  territory  throughout  the  islandt 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir;  throughout  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  kind  of  an  officer  is  a  prefect T 
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Mr.  Lain]^.  The  prefect  is  generally  chosen  as  a  married  man  who 
knows  how  to  read  and  write,  and  who  has  good  conduct.  He  is  the 
one  who  is  in  charge  of  all  the  petty  civil  charges  of  his  neighborhood 

Senator  Forakeb.  Do  you  mean  that  he  is  a  judicial  officer t 

Mr.  Laini^.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  one  who  has  to  take  care  of  the  children 
and  see  that  they  go  to  school,  and  protect  the  women  and  cbildreiL 
He  has  to  furnish  guides  in  traveling.  It  is  a  judicial  and  military 
title  at  the  same  time.  He  has  to  furnish  guides  to  diflferent  bands  or 
forces  of  Cubans  who  travel  from  one  part  of  the  island  to  another. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  And  they  have  a  prefect  even  in  Havauaf 

Mr.  Lain:^.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  city  of  Havana. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  They  have  them  scattered  throaghoat  the  island! 

Mr.  Lain^:.  All  over  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Are  they  in  the  constant  discbarge  of  their  duties ! 

Mr.  Lain6.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Is  the  prefect  in  the  city  of  Havana  api)ointed  by 
the  Kepublic  of  Cuba,  known  as  such? 

Mr.  Lain^:.  He  is  known  to  all  Cubans. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  He  is  known  only  to  the  Cubans  f 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  He  is  not  known  to  the  Spanish  authorities  f 

Mr.  Lain^.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Now  tell  us  as  to  their  postal  system,  whether  or 
not  they  have  any  in  operation. 

Mr.  Lain^.  They  have  a  perfect  postal  system  all  over  the  island  of 
Cuba. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  is  the  nature  of  itt 

Mr.  Lain£.  It  is  carried  by  special  messengers  in  the  provinces  ot 
Havana  and  Matanzas,  in  the  trains  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
through  where  there  are  no  railroads  by  men  on  horseback.  Do  yoa 
wish  me  to  describe  how  it  is  done? 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Yes. 

Mr.  Lain]b.  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  that  would  be  interestiog 
to  put  down,  but  I  will  just  show  you  how  it  is  done.  There  is  a  tree 
in  Cuba  called  the  royal  palm,  which  gives  a  special  bark,  and  these  are 
the  mail  bags,  because  it  is  impervious  to  water.  They  make  the  bugs 
out  of  this  bark  and  carry  them  on  horseback,  and  when  the  horse 
swims  the  stream  the  water  does  not  cause  damage. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Are  those  the  official  mail  bags  that  yon  speak  of! 

Mr.  Lain^.  No;  that  is  the  way  that  I  have  seen  them  carried. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Have  they  any  such  thing  as  a  postage  stamp! 

Mr.  Laine.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Who  manufactures  and  furnishes  that  stamp? 

Mr.  Laine.  It  is  manufactured  in  this  country. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  And  furnished  by  whom? 

Mr.  LAiNi:.  By  the  Cuban  Government.  If  you  wish,  I  can  send  yoa 
different  postage  stamps  at  different  prices. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  That  is  not  necessary.  Are  these  iiostage  stamps 
recognized  as  payment  for  the  carrying  of  the  mails  in  Cnbaf 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir :  in  the  Cuban  ranks. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  By  the  Cuban  Bepnbliot 

Mr.  Laini^.  Yes,  sir;  by  the  Cuban  Eepnblic. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  How  is  it  as  to  a  system  of  edncationt  Have 
they  any? 

Mr.  Lain:^.  In  these  prefectures  they  have  teachers  who  give  lessoiis 


\ 


AFFAIRS   IN  CUBA.  517 

to  Oaban  children.  Edacation,  according  to  the  rales  of  the  Onban 
Republic,  is  compnlsory. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  It  is  compulsory  T 

Mr.  Laini^.  Yes,  sir;  compulsory. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Is  that  system  prevalent  and  in  operation  through- 
out the  territory  occupied  by  the  Cubans f 

Mr.  Lain]^.  Throughout  all  the  territory  occupied  by  the  Cuban  forces. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Where  do  they  get  their  school  books! 

Mr.  Lain]^.  They  print  them  in  Cuba  themselves. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  In  Cuba? 

Mr.  LaiN]^.  Yes,  sir;  in  Cuba,  in  the  printing  offices  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Has  the  government  printing  offices  T 

Mr.  Lain]6.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  How  many  and  wheret 

Mr.  Lainj^.  They  have  one  at  Cubitas. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Have  they  any  other  than  thatf 

Mr.  Lain£.  I  do  not  know  of  an  official  one,  only  that  one. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  That  is  official  Y 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yea,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Do  I  understand  you  to  state  that  they  have 
their  public-school  books? 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Which  are  supplied  under  Government  super- 
vision and  by  Government  direction  ! 

Mr.  Lain:^.  To  the  different  prefectures. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  To  the  different  prefectures! 

Mr.  Lain6.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  And  by  the  prefects  distributed 

Mr.  Lain6.  To  the  children. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  So,  if  I  understand  you,  they  have  a  system  of 
collecting  taxes,  they  have  a  postal  system  of  the  character  described, 
and  they  have  an  educational  system! 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  All  in  operation! 

31  r.  Lainii).  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  And  this  house  of  representatives  is  constantly 
in  session,  do  I  understand  you  to  say! 

Mr.  Lain]^.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  town  of  Cubitas. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  The  members  of  this  house  of  representatives 
are  elected  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people,  as  I  understand  you! 

Mr.  Lain6.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Daniel.  The  council  is  the  cabinet! 

Mr.  Lain]^.  The  council. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  They  have  a  president,  a  vice-president,  and  a 
cabinet  or  council! 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  And  the  house  of  representatives  elect  them,  as 
I  understand  you! 

Mr.  Lain^.  Yes,  sir;  the  elections  take  place  every  two  years. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Who  was  the  first  President  of  the  present  Eepub- 
lic  of  Cuba! 

Mr.  Lain£.  Salvador  y  Betancourt. 

Senator  Daniel.  That  last  is  his  mother's  name! 

Mr.  Lain^:.  Yes,  sir;  his  mother's  name.  In  Cuba,  and  in  Spain  also, 
they  always  take  the  mother's  and  father's  name  to  distinguish  from 
cousins  and  others  who  may  have  the  same  name. 
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Senator  Foraker.  Bid  you  know  himt 

IVlr.  LainiS.  I  have  seen  him,  but  I  do  not  know  bim  personally  t 

Senator  Foraker.  Do  you  know  what  his  reputation  is  as  a  man  oi 
cbaractert 

Mr.  Lain6.  He  is  a  man  who  belonged  to  a  very  good  Cuban  family. 
He  has  a  title,  Marquis  Santa  Lucia.    He  does  not  use  bis  title. 

Senator  Foraker.  He  does  not  use  that  titlef 

Mr.  Lain^.  He  does  not  use  that  title. 

Senator  Foraker.  Is  he  an  educated  man? 

Mr.  Lain]^.  Yes,  sir;  be  is  an  educated  man.  He  was  edacated  in 
this  country  and  in  England. 

Senator  Foraker.  He  is  a  man  of  prominence  in  Cubaf 

Mr.  LA.m6.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  He  was  president  for  two  years 

Mr.  Lain£.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  Who  is  the  present  president? 

Mr.  LainIi!.  Bartolm^  Maso. 

Senator  Foraker.  Do  you  know  what  bis  reputation  is  and  what 
character  of  man  be  is  in  Cuba? 

Mr.  Laik]^.  He  has  been  the  only  man  I  have  known  the  Spaniardfi 
to  speak  in  bigb  terms  of,  because  be  was  a  man  who  bad  lai*ge  business 
interests  in  Cuba — sugar  interests.  He  was  in  the  secrets  of  the  com- 
ing revolution,  and  a  few  days  before  the  revolution  broke  out  be  called 
all  bis  creditors  and  paid  them  cash  for  bis  outstanding  debts. 

Senator  Foraker.  And  then  went  into  the  army! 

Mr.  Lain:^.  And  then  went  into  the  army. 

Senator  Foraker.  Is  he  an  educated  man? 

Mr.  Lain:)^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  I  call  your  attention  to  a  short  biograpbicil 
sketch  of  him  found  in  Senate  Document  No.  129,  Fifty-fifth  Congress, 
second  session,  at  page  7.  I  will  ask  you  to  look  at  it  and  state  wbetlier 
that  is  a  correct  account  of  bim,  so  far  as  you  know? 

Mr.  Lain:^  (examining  the  document  as  indicated).  It  says  here: 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1895,  he  settled  his  business  affairs,  naid  his  obligations 
even  to  the  last  penny,  and  with  a  tranquil  conscience  went  to  toe  field. 

This  is  the  thing,  so  well  known,  that  impressed  the  Spaniards,  of 
which  I  spoke  a  moment  ago,  about  the  honesty  of  the  man. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  The  question  I  ask  you  is  whether  the  sketcb  as 
there  given  is  correct? 

Mr.  Lain:6.  Yes,  sir;  to  my  knowledge  it  is  correct. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  I  wish  you  would  also  read  tbe  sketch  immedi- 
ately following  of  Dr.  Domingo  Mendez  Capote,  tbe  vice-president  o( 
the  Bepublic,  and  state  whether  or  not  it  is  correct,  so  that  we  may 
have  before  us  some  account  of  these  ofiScials. 

Mr.  Lain:6  (examining  the  document  as  indicated).  Well»  being 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Domingo  Mendez  Capote  I  can  say  that  all  tbat  l"^ 
here  stated  is  perfectly  correct. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  He  is  a  man  of  respectability,  then,  and  of  posi 
tion,  and  was  before  the  insurrection? 

Mr.  Laini^.  That  is  proved  by  the  positions  which  he  bold  in  Havaaa 
in  foreign  as  well  as  in  Spanish  companies — corporationa. 

Senator  Daniel.  Do  you  say  that  you  knew  bim?    • 

Mr.  Lain:^.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Daniel.  Did  you  state  tbat  you  went  to  school  witb  bim? 

Mr.  Lain:6.  No;  but  I  knew  bim  very  well  in  Havana.  He  was  a 
man  very  well  known  by  everybody  by  Uie  positions  he  held. 
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Senator  Fobakeb.  Here  is  a  abort  biographical  sketch  of  at  least 
some  members  of  the  cabinet.  Here  is  a  sketch  of  Col.  Ernesto  Fonts 
y  Sterling,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Laine.  I  know  him  very  well. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Please  look  at  the  biographical  sketches  of  the 
members  of  the  cabinet  that  follow  in  the  same  docmment  and  state 
whether  or  not  they  are  correct.  You  can  just  glance  through  them 
and  answer,  so  far  as  you  know. 

Mr.  LAm^.  Ool.  Ernesto  Fonts  y  Sterling  is  a  young  man  with  whom 
I  have  been  very  well  acquainted.  I  have  known  him  very  well  for 
many  years.  He  is  an  intimate  friend.  He  is  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  of  the  Ouban  Bepublic.  He  comes  of  an  aristocratic  Ouban 
family  of  lawyers.  They  have  all  been  lawyers  in  that  family.  He  has 
two  brothers  who  are  practicing  law  in  Havana,  one  holding  a  Spanish 
Government  position.  His  brother  Oarlos  holds  a  government  position 
under  the  new  autonomist  government. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Then  follows  a  sketch  of  Brigadier  Jose  B.  Ale- 
man,  the  secretary  of  war. 

Mr.  Lain£.  I  know  his  general  reputation,  but  I  am  not  personally 
acquainted  with  him. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  The  sketch  is  in  accord  with  his  general  reputa- 
tion T 

Mr.  Lain]6.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  The  next  sketch  is  that  of  Andres  Moreno  de  la 
Torre,  secretary  of  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Lain^.  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  him,  and  know  this 
sketch  to  be  correct. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  The  next  is  Dr.  Manuel  Kam6n  Silva,  secretary 
of  the  interior.    Are  you  personally  acquainted  with  him? 

Mr.  Lain^.  Ko,  sir;  I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  him. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Do  you  know  his  reputation f 

Mr.  Lain^.  I  know  but  little  about  him,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Can  you  tell  us  whetiier  all  these  officials,  the 
president,  vice-president,  and  members  of  tlie  cabinet,  are  white  ment 

Mr,  Lain:6.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  all  white  men.  They  are  all  white 
men,  belonging  to  the  best  Cuban  families. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  We  are  much  obliged  to  you,  Mr,  Lain6,  for  your 
attendance  here. 


STATEMENT  07  BENJAMnr  J.  OUEBBA,  APRIL  8,  1898. 

Benjamin  J.  Guebba,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Please  state  your  age  and  residence. 

Mr.  Guebba.  Forty- two  years;  residence,  104  West  Sixty-first  street, 
New  York  City. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  is  your  occupation  t 

Mr.  Guebba.  Merchant. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  kind  of  a  merchant f 

Mr.  Guebba.  I  am  a  cigar  manufacturer. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  To  what  extent  have  you  engaged  in  the  business 
of  manufacturing  cigars? 

Mr.  Guebba.  I  have  a  cigar  factory  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  one  in  Key 
West,  Fla. 
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S^nati^  FoRAKTiR.  Do  yon  pat  your  owii  product  ob  the  mnrket? 
Mr.  GrERRA.  Yes*  sir:  I  h^ve  business  relations  in  all  the  States  ot 

SerAtor  F^  raitks.  Of  what  nationality  are  yoal 

Mr.  itVFRRi.  C -Kin, 

:n: r.Ji:*^  Fos-LKIE^  Yoa  hjiTe  resided  in  Gnbaf 

Mr.  VilTKRi:  k.  Yrss.  >'t:  all  of  my  life  until  the  year  1878. 

^r  AtiX"  VoRJirLiL  W::ere  have  yoa  resided  since  thent 

Mr.  OvyitXA.  !•  »w^  York  City. 

Si"^r  c  F  3:j.\xs-  Do  yon  now  hold  any  official  relation  to  tlic 
Kv  -  r..  V  •'^-  f.  t:**  ?    And  if  so,  state  what  it  is. 

y-.  i^:  -^i:i.  YecN  sir;  I  am  the  treasurer  of  the  Cuban  delofration. 

>y.-  ^-  c  }  TAVKR.  ^  hat  do  you  mean  by  that  term?  What  is  tbe 
^-  ..%^,    ,./..  ^  ^  e-  and  where  is  it  located  f 

\  ^  0    V .  ic  A.  It  is  the  repre^ntation  of  the  Cuban  Govemnient  in 

* '  >^  T. .  .V  y »  «  AKKR   Who  constitute  that  delegation  t 

X  .  ,  .  V KKA.  Mr.  Thomas  Estrada  Palnia,  Dr.  Joaquin  Castillo,  sub- 
;«  ;  .  V  a:^umho  Gonzalez  Lanuza,  secretary,  and  myself,  treasurer. 
*  S^  ^»^'  fVKAKER.  There  are  four  of  you,  then,  in  all! 

\     V. ,  YXRA.  Four  in  all. 

>v '  *^>v<'  KoRAKER.  Are  there  any  other  official  representatives  ol 
.v^  V ,.  v.:  ^i*  of  Cnba  in  the  United  States? 

V     i:;  VKRA.  Goncalo  de  Quesada,  who  is  the  charge  d'affaires  at 

^.-^,vr  FoRAKER.  And  anyone  else? 

^..  lUKKRA.  Mr.  Diaz  Albertini,  secretary  of  legation. 

^s..,in>r  FoRAKER.  By  whom  were  yon  appointed  to  your  present 
,^w  oiu  «"*l  ^»ve  you  any  evidence  of  your  api>ointmentf 
*  Vr,  iivKRRA.  I  was  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Kepublic  ot 

^uuor  FORAKER.  With  the  approval  of  his  cabinet? 

V-  UrKRRA.  With  the  approval  of  his  cabinet 

Ss^:itor  FoKAKER.  Have  you  the  evidence  of  that  appointment f 

Xr,  If  I'ERRA.  Yes,  sir. 

S  ni^^^^r  FoRAKER.  Will  you  produce  it  and  allow  it  to  be  copied  into 

'  XI r-  iU'ERRA.  Yes  [producing  a  paper].    I  have  it  and  now  produce 

;.^    It  is  in  Spanish.    I  will  have  it  translated  and  a  copy  of  it  fur- 

!"s '*"*'  for  the  record. 

'  ;a<^  paper  was  thereupon  translated  by  Mr.  Quesada  and  submitted, 

^^vllows: 


^  ,^  {«  »  aeiil^  ^'^i?,^    »»y»» 


V  vrtt>H<*  of  Cuba.    Chancery. 
yi«ry  of  tho  Government.'  ] 

,X>$A  Olejvtente  Vivanco, 

•*  Sec'y  of  the  Government  Council  and 

^^  Chancellor  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba. 

.  \  certify  that  on  page  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  of  volume  sec- 
^:  vjf  the  minutes  of  the  sessions  of  this  council  there  is  copied  the 
'^<$\\^e  resolution,  adopted  by  the  council  on  the  6th  of  January: 
%  potion  of  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations,  it  is  resolved  to  appoint 
\ .  1^  Benjamin  J.  Guerra  treasurer  of  the  plenipotentiary  delegation 
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**  And  at  the  request  of  the  secretary  of  forei^  relations  I  issned  the 
present  certificate.  Oonntry  and  liberty  in  the  free  town  of  Santa  Lucia 
OD  the  28th  of  June,  1897. 

"Josife  Clements  Vivanoo. 

[  There  is  a  seal :  Kopobllo 
of  Cnbo,  rre«i(leiicy.] 

**  Approved. 

(Signed)    "Salvadob  Oisnbbos, 

"  The  President^ 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Republic  of  Caba  has 
issued  any  bonds  at  any  time  since  its  organization  until  the  present! 

Mr,  GuERBA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobaker.  And  if  so,  to  what  amount  in  moneyf 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  By  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Government  of 
the  liepublic  of  Cuba,  Mr.  Estrada  Palma  and  myself  have  caused  to 
be  printed  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $3,145,600. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Who  authorized  the  printing  of  those  bonds  f 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  The  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Have  you  the  aiuhority  of  which  you  speak,  that 
was  given  by  the  Government  of  the  liepublic  of  Cuba  to  yourself  and 
Mr.  Palina  to  issue  those  bonds f 

Mr.  GuERBA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Will  you  produce  it  and  allow  it  to  be  copied  into 
the  record  t 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Yes,  sir;  here  it  is  [producing  a  paper]. 

Senator  Fobaker.  I  will  have  a  copy  of  it  made  for  the  record. 

The  pai>er  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

"Republic  qf  Cuba,  Pbovisional  Govebnment. 

<*  J,  Salvador  Cisiieroa  y  Betancourty  President  of  the  Republic  of  Oubaj 
to  all  whom  these  presents  may  come^  greeting: 

"By  virtue  of  the  powers  which  have  been  conferred  upon  me  by  the 
constituent  assembly,  under  date  of  the  18th  of  September,  1895,  I 
hereby  confer  upon  citizen  Tomas  Estrada  Palma,  delegate  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  Government  of  the  Republic,  the  following  powers : 

"Llrst.  That  personally,  or  by  means  of  delegates,  he  represent  the 
Republic  of  Cuba  before  the  Government  and  people  of  all  nations  to 
which  be  may  deem  convenient  to  name  a  representative,  giving  him 
the  powers  he  may  deem  adequate. 

"Second.  That  he  may  contract  one  or  more  loans,  to  use  the  money 
in  the  service  of  the  Republic,  guaranteeing  said  loans  with  all  the 
properties  and  public  income,  internal  or  of  the  customs,  present  and 
future,  of  the  said  Republic;  issuing  bonds,  registered  or  to  bearer,  to 
the  amount  he  may  deem  necessary,  payable  both  as  to  interest  and 
place  of  payment  as  he  may  deem  convenient,  hereby  empowering  him 
to  fix  the  denominations,  the  rate  of  interest,  conditions  of  payment  of 
capital  and  interest,  as  he  may  deem  most  favorable,  and  to  place  said 
bonds  on  the  most  advantageous  terms,  and  to  pledge  them. 

"Third.  To  issue  paper  money  in  the  name  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba 
to  the  amount  he  may  consider  necessary,  in  the  form  and  on  conditions 
he  may  deem  most  adequate. 

"Fourth.  To  issue  postage  stamps  of  the  denominations  he  may 
judge  convenient  for  the  service  of  the  Republic. 

"  Fifth.  The  bonds  to  be  issued  as  well  as  the  bills  shall  be  signed 
by  the  delegate  plenipotentiary  or  the  person  whom  he  shall  delegate 
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and  by  the  treasurer  of  the  ^Gaban  Eevolntionary  Party/  and  shaD 
bear  the  seals  and  countermarks  which  the  delegate*  believes  necessary 
to  avoid  connterfeits. 

<^  Sixth.  (Relates  to  apiN>intnient  of  sab-delegate,  who  shall  act  in 
case  of  death  or  disability  of  delegate.) 

^^  Seventh.  (Authorizes  substitution  of  power  in  whole  or  in  part  and 
authorizes  appointment  of  employees.) 

^^  Eighth.  The  delegate  may  receive,  collect,  and  invest  the  funds 
which  from  any  source  whatever  may  come  into  his  hands,  doing  so  in 
the  form  which  he  may  judge  most  favorable  to  the  Interests  of  the 
llepublic,  as  well  as  the  power  to  make  concessions  and  celebrate  in  the 
name  of  the  Republic  all  the  agreements  and  contracts,  which  he  may 
deem  beneficial  to  the  interests  thereof,  which  from  now  on  are  declared 
ratified  by  the  Oovemnient  he  represent«. 

*^Oiven  in  Anton  under  my  signature  and  that  of  the  secretary  of 
foreign  relations  and  the  treasury,  the  21st  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

"Salavadob  Cisnebos  y  B., 

«« The  President 
**8evebo  Pina, 
**  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 

of  Foreign  Relations  ad  interim  J' 

State  of  New  Yobk, 

City  and  County  of  New  York^  as: 

Leopoldo  de  Arrastia,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
That  he  is  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 
That  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  Kuglish  and  Spanish  languages  and 
has  often  been  employed  as  sworn  translator  from  the  Spanish  into  the 
English  language,  and  that  he  is  fully  proficient  to  act  as  such. 

That  the  above  is  a  correct  and  accurate  translation  of  the  xK>wer 
of  attorney  given  by  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba  to  Tomas 
Estrada  Palm  a,  under  date  of  the  2l8t  of  November,  1895. 

Leopoldo  be  Abbastia. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  of  March,  1896. 

[SEAL.]  Leon  J.  Benoit, 

Notary  Public  {377),  New  York  County. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Can  you  tell  us  to  what  extent  the  bonds  which 
you  say  have  been  printed  under  this  authority  have  been  disposed  off 

Mr.  Guebba.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Tell  us  in  detail  what  has  become  of  them — where 
they  are  now,  if  you  knowt 

Mr.  Guebba.  We  have  sold  for  cash,  to  several  people,  as  per  the 
book  I  present  here  to  you  (producing  a  record  book),  $94,050,  and  we 
have  disposed  of  for  merchandise,  $28,350,  which  makes  a  total  of  bonds 
disposed  of  of  $122,400. 

Senator  Fobakeu.  Have  you  any  record  of  the  bonds  that  yon  have 
disposed  offer  cash  and  merchandiset 

Mr.  Guebba.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Where  is  that  record  f 

Mr.  Guebba.  Here  it  is  [indicating  the  record  book]. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  You  refer  to  a  book  which  you  have  before  youf 

Mr.  Guebba.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  is  the  bookt    What  is  the  name  of  itt 
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Mr.  OUEBBA.  Sale  of  Bonds. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Does  it  contain  a  complete  record  of  every  bond 
tliat  has  been  disposed  of  by  you  and  Mr.  Palmaf 

Mr.  GusRBA.  Yes,  sir. 

Seuator  Forakbb.  Please  explain  iu  detail  what  that  record  shows. 

Mr.  GuERKA.  This  book  shows  the  date  of  the  operation 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Of  the  transaction  1 

Mr.  GuEBRA.  Yes,  of  the  transaction ;  number  of  the  bonds  that  are 
0old,  and  then  here  [indicating]  how  many  bonds;  then  denomination; 
t^lien  marks 

Senator  Fobakeb.  By  denomination  you  mean  what  amount  the 
l>ond  ist 

Mr.  GUEBBA.  Yes,  sir;  what  amount. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  do  you  mean  by  marks  of  the  bond? 

Mr.  GuERBA.  Marks  by  which  we  can  identify  them.  Then  rate  at 
-which  the  bond  has  been  sold;  the  name  of  the  buyer,  street  and  num- 
ber of  his  residence,  city,  and  State.  Here  [indicating]  are  incidental 
remarks;  amount;  face  value  of  the  bond,  and  net  realized. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  That  is,  the  amount  of  the  whole  number  of  bonds 
sold  in  one  transaction  T 

Mr.  Gttebba.  Yes,  sir;  in  each  transaction. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Have  you  any  objection  to  allowing  this  record 
to  be  copied  f 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  No,  sir;  but  most  of  it  is  in  Spanish,  except  the  names 
of  Americans  and  their  residence. 

Senator  Fobakeb  (examining  record  book).  I  observe  that  there 
are  a  little  more  than  twelve  closely  written  pages  in  this  record  book. 
On  that  account  I  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  have  a  complete  copy  of 
the  record  made,  but  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  quotation  from  this 
book  running  all  the  way  through  the  record,  showing  one  of  these 
transactions,  simply  as  a  sample  of  the  record  that  has  been  kept.  I 
will  call  your  attention  to  an  entry  dated  May  26, 1896,  on  page  4.  The 
one  I  indicate  to  you  I  ask  you  to  read  that  it  may  be  incorporated  in 
the  record. 

Mr.GUEBBA.  (Beading.)  Year,  1896;  May  26;  marks  18  to  37;  twenty 
bonds  of  $100  each ;  marks  18  to  20,  21  to  25,  26  to  37 ;  rate,  50  per  cent; 
name  of  the  buyer,  A.  Y.  Gray,  Rutland  County,  Middletown  Springs, 
Vt.,  care  of  L.  and  A.  Y.  Gray,  Middletown  Springs  Bank  and  Phoenix 
National  Bank  of  New  York;  face  value,  $2,000;  net  realized,  $1,000. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Please  state-what  rates  were  realized  as  shown 
by  this  record  for  the  bonds  which  you  have  sold! 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  The  different  rates! 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Yes.    What  is  the  highest  rate  you  have  realized  I 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Par. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  How  many  of  those  bonds  have  you  sold  at  pari 

Mr.  Guebba.  Some  six  or  eight  have  sold  for  par.  There  are  some 
at  62^. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  And  they  have.sold  at  prices  ranging  all  the  way 
down  from  par  to  what  as  the  lowest? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  The  lowest  is  2.>  per  cent.  Some  at  62^;  some  at  50; 
some  at  75;  some  at  61;  some  at  80;  some  at  60,  and  others  at  50  and 
40,  and  of  late,  by  order  of  the  Government,  we  are  not  selling  them  at 
less  than  40  per  cent. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Can  you  state  without  much  trouble  how  many 
you  have  sold  at  25  per  cent! 

Mr.  GuBaBA  (examining  record  book).  There  are  sixteen  entries 
here  at  25  i)er  cent. 
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i'^^n.itor  F«:^ajjrEa-  I:i  tliere  a  reci>rd  of  the  bondd  dispose*!  of  for 

Mr.  ^rrrERRA  'nro»Iadriir  a  record  bo«>k  -  Ye«»  sir;  here  is  a  lKv>k 
that  :4how^.4  all  of  the  i^^cil^  taac  have  goae  oat  of  my  hands  for  which 
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Senator  Forjlht.r.  I.'*  this  a  c»>mplete  record  for  every  such  bondf 

Mr.  GCERRA.  Ye?*,  sir;  of  every  s^aeh  one. 

Hf-uittoT  FoB.iirER.  Yoa  have  now  accoan ted  for  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  H'SJ.Ui^),  ot  which  voa  have  a  record.  Where  are  the  rest  of  the 
b'fUflA  that  were  printed? 

Mr.  Gr'RRKA.  One  million  of  those  bonds  is  deposited  in  the  safes  of 
Messrs.  Anjmst  Belmont  &  Co. 

Heriator  Forakeu.  To  whom  do  those  bonds  belong  that  are  depos- 
ited with  An^uMt  Belmont  &  Co.t 

Mr«  GUKKUA.  To  the  Kepablic  of  Cuba,  and  the  balance  is  in  my  pos- 
seHnion. 

Hi'Jiat^ir  FoRAKER.  As  treasnrert 

Mr.  Ot;krba.  Ah  treasnrer. 

Henat/or  Fr>RAKEU.  Do  any  person  or  persons  or  any  syndicate  of 
any  kind  own  or  have  any  Hen  or  claim  upon  any  of  the  bonds  that  are 
still  either  in  yoar  posHcsHion  or  in  the  possession  of  August  Belmont 
^Oo. 

Mr.  (liJKURA.  No,  sir. 

Honator  Forakeb.  Are  they  the  sole  property  of  the  Bepublic  of 
Oubat 

Mr.  (hiKUUA.  They  are. 

Honator  Fouakku.  It  has  been  stated  in  conversation,  and  possibly 
in  tlio  ntnvHpaperH,  that  recently,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  someone  was 
otl'ered  ittrjO^OOO  in  l>on(ls  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba  as  a  consideration  for 
cominfT  to  New  York  and  rendering  some  kind  of  political  service. 
Stiite  wl*  'is  any  truth  in  such  a  statement. 
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Mr.  OxJEBBA.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  truth  in  that,  because 
nobody  from  the  Ouban  delegation  has  done  it,  and  I  do  not  think  any- 
body has  $50,000  of  these  bonds  that  can  be  offered. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  Would  anyone,  except  Palma,  Castillo,  Lanuza, 
and  yourself  have  authority  to  mak^  such  an  offer  on  behalf  of  the 
Kepnblic  of  Cubat 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Nobody  else. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Have  any  other  bonds  than  those  you  have  de- 
scribed ever  been  issued  by  the  Republic  of  Cuba  or  authorized  by  the 
Republic  of  Cuba? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  No  other  ones. 

Senator  Forakbb.  Have  any  person  or  persons  other  than  your  dele- 
gation any  authority  to  deal  in  the  bonds  of  the  Republic  of  Cubaf 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  the  total  amount  of 
bonds  that  have  been  issued  by  the  Republic  of  Cuba  and  outstanding 
is  9 122,400  f 

Mr.  Guebba.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  all  that  have  been  sold. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  And  all  the  remainder  of  the  bonds  are  still  in 
your  ])08ses8iont 

Mr.  Guebba.  They  are  all  in  my  possession. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Another  story  has  been  circulated  to  the  effect 
that  someone  here  in  the  city  of  Washington  has  been  offered  $3,000,000 
of  these  bonds  as  a  consideration  for  rendering  some  kind  of  political 
service,  the  kind  of  service  not  specified.  Is  there  any  truth  in  that 
story! 

Mr.  Guebba.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  truth  in  it. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Did  anyone  connected  with  your  delegation  make 
any  such  offer! 

Mr.  Guebba.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Or  have  any  authority  to  make  any  such  offer! 

Mr.  Guebba.  No,  sir;  nobody  has  any  authority  to  do  it. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  yesterday,  Mr. 
Grosvenor,  of  Ohio,  made  the  following  statement,  replying  to  Mr.  Lentz, 
who  had  spoken  on  the  Cuban  question: 

'^  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  see  how  this  situation  stands.  The  gen- 
tleman is  greatly  worried  about  bonds,  and  he  read  the  name  of  John 
J.  McCook  in  one  of  his  raids  this  afternoon. 

^^  Who  is  John  J.  I^cOook!  Whom  does  he  represent!  What  is  he 
here  for!  How  do  he  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  stand  with  ref- 
erence to  this!  I  will  show  you  that  they  are  parties  in  a  great  con- 
spiracy; one  wittingly  so,  the  other,  I  trust,  ignorantly  so.  Who  is 
John  J.  McCook!  He  is  the  legal  representative  of  the  Ouban  Junta, 
of  New  York,  behind  which  stands  four  hundred  millions,  more  or  less, 
of  bonds  that  can  be  validated  by  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  Cuba  by  the  United  States,  and  they  will  be  destroyed  by  a  policy 
that  drives  Spain  out  of  Cuba  in  the  interest  of  the  American  people.'' 

Do  you  know  John  J.  McCook,  who  is  referred  to  here! 

Mr.  Guebba.  I  do  not  know  him  personally. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Has  he  any  relation,  official  or  otherwise,  to  your 
delegation! 

Mr.  Guebba.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Has  he  any  relation  to  the  Government  of  the 
Republic  of  Cuba,  official  or  otherwise! 

Mr.  Guebba.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Senator  Fobakbb.  Does  he  have  any  relation  whatever  to  the  bonds 
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that  have  beeu  issaed  by  the  Kepublic  of  Gaba,  concerning  which  yon 
have  testified! 

Mr.  GuEBEA.  None  whatever. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Do  you  know  of  any  issue  of  $400,000,000  of 
bonds,  more  or  less,  by  the  Bepnblic  of  Gubaf 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  I  know  nothing  about  it,  and  I  do  not  think  there  haB 
been  any  issued  except  those  that  I  have  described. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  syndicate  and 
the  bonds  that  are  referred  to  by  General  Grosvenor  in  the  remarks  I 
have  quoted! 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  General  Grosvenor  farther  says  in  these  same 
remarks: 

^^  I  will  tell  you  who  John  J,  McCook  is.  John  J.  McGook  represents 
an  interest  running  up  into  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars,  and  if 
he  could  get  the  United  States  to  make  a  recognition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Guba  and  then  fight  to  establish  it  by  the  United  States,  at  the 
cost  of  a  thousand  million  dollars,  the  holders  of  these  bogus  bonds  will 
realize  $400,000,000  and  collect  the  money.  That  is  where  the  bonds 
come  in.'' 

I  understand  you  to  say  there  are  no  such  issues  of  bonds! 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  I  know  there  are  not. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Has  the  question  of  bonds  or  the  validation  of 
bonds  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  questinn  of  the  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  Guba  or  with  the  recognition  of  the  Republic  of 
Guba  as  the  government  of  Guba! 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  None  that  I  know.  There  were  some  gentlemen  call- 
ing on  me  in  my  office  a  few  days  ago  and  asking  me  what  we  would 
take  for  ten  millions  of  bonds. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Did  they  say  they  wanted  to  buy! 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Yes,  sir.  After  consulting  with  Mr.  Palma,  I  told  him 
that  the  lowest  price  we  could  make  them  was  40  per  cent.  Then  he 
made  us  an  offer  of  20  cents  on  the  dollar,  a  cash  offer,  for  the  ten 
million — to  give  us  two  million  for  the  ten  million — which  we  refused. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Are  there  any  negotiations  pending  between  your 
delegation  as  the  representatives  of  the  Republic  of  Guba,  and  any  per- 
son or  persons  for  the  sale  of  any  bonds  at  this  time! 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  You  are  in  such  a  relation  to  this  whole  matter 
that  you  would  know  about  it  if  there  were  any  such  negotiations! 

Mr.  GuEEBA.  Yes,  sir;  the  bonds  have  to  pass  through  my  hands;  I 
have  to  sign  the  bonds. 

TheGHAiBMAN.  Gan  you  say  that  no  such  negotiations  are  being 
made! 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Kone  with  my  intervention. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  We  want  an  answer  that  is  not  equivocal.  Statu 
whether  or  not  any  such  negotiations  are  pending. 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  I  think  there  are  not. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  If  there  are,  you  have  no  knowledge  of  them! 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  them  at  all. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Gould  they  be  issued  without  your  knowing 
about  it  and  signing  them! 

Mr.  GuBBBA.  They  could  not. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  I  mean  any  large  transaotiona. 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  The  bonds  could  not  be  issued  without  my  signature. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  did  you  do  with  the  cash  realized  ftom 
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these  bonds?    I  do  not  want  an  answer  in  detail,  but  just  state  it 
generally. 

Mr.  GuERRA.  We  employed  it  in  the  fartherauce  of  the  cause  of 
Caba  in  the  revolution. 

Senator  Fobaker.  Was  all  the  money  appropriated  in  that  behalf 
which  was  realized  from  the  sale  of  these  bonds? 

Mr.  GxJERRA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobaker.  How  has  the  money  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war 
the  insurgents  have  been  making  in  Cuba  been  raised? 

Mr.  Guerba.  It  has  been  contributed  mostly  by  the  Cubans. 
$472,617.42  have  been  received  by  me  as  treasurer  of  the  Republic  of 
Ouba  from  taxes  paid  by  plantations  in  Cuba  to  the  department  of  the 
treasury  of  the  Cuban  Eepublic. 

Senator  Fobaker.  Are  the  taxes  that  are  collected  in  Cuba  by  the 
Republic  of  Cuba  sent  to  you? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  After  collection? 

Mr.  GUEBBA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobaker.  And  you  have  received  from  taxes  collected  in 
Cuba  the  amount  you  have  named? 

Mr.  GUERBA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Over  $400,000? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  How  was  that  money  expended ;  for  the  Cuban 
cause,  or  otherwise? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  It  was  expended  for  the  Cuban  cause. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Can  you  tell  us  what  kind  of  a  system  of  collect- 
ing taxes  they  have  in  Cuba? 

Mr.  Gqebba.  Yes,  sir.  They  have  the  department  of  the  treasury 
organized.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  the  head.  In  every  one  of 
the  States  there  is  what  they  call  a  ministrator  of  taxes,  which  corre- 
sponds to  our  collector  of  customs. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  system  of  levying  taxes  has  the  Republic 
of  Cuba  in  force  there?  You  have  told  us  of  the  official  who  does  the 
collecting.    What  is  the  system? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  The  system  on  the  sugar  plantations  is  so  much  per 
bag  of  sugar  produced.  Sometimes  it  has  been  40  cents,  and  in  other 
years  it  has  been  25  cents  per  bag.  The  Government  imposed  a  war 
tax  of  2  per  cent  on  the  value  given  to  the  plantations  in  the  year  1894. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Upon  the  value  as  given  in  1894? 

Mr.  GUEBBA.  As  given  in  1894. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  When  you  say  the  Government  you  mean  the 
Bepublic  of  Cuba? 

Mr.  GUEBBA.  The  Eepublic  of  Cuba. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Is  that  tax  system  uniform  in  its  operation 
throughout  the  island? 

Mr.  GuERBA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  That  is,  every  man  is  taxed  alike,  according  to 
the  same  principle? 

Mr.  GUEBBA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  And  is  this  system  enforced  throughout  the 
island? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  It  is. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Have  you  tax  collectors  in  all  of  the  dififerent 
States? 

Mr*  GuEBBA.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  GUBRBA.  Yes,  Kir. 

Senator  Fokakeb.  I  ask  tliat  it  be  attached  as  a  jmrt  of  Mr.  tiaeira's 


The  envelope  referred  to  is,  iii  fac  simile,  as  follows: 


SeDator  FoRAKBB.  How  is  it  as  to  an  edncational  Eiysteinf  Have 
they  ftiiyl 

Mr.  GUSBBA.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  scliools.  That  is  also  uuder  the 
interior  department. 

Senator  Fubaxsb.  What  is  the  system  of  edncationt 

Mr,  GiTEBBA.  They  hsive  primary  schools.  They  have  Bome  teach- 
ing books  that  have  beeu  printed  there  in  our  ])reseea  in  Oaba. 

Senator  Fobakee.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Government 
of  tbe  Kepablic  of  Cnba  has  a  printing  ofRceT 
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Mr.  GuEBRA.  Tcs,  sir;  they  have.  There  are  several  newspapers 
printed  there. 

Senator  Foraker.  Does  the  Croverument  prescribe  the  books  thit 
shall  be  used  in  the  schools! 

Mr.  GuEBRA.  Yes,  sir.    It  appoints  the  teachers,  the  inspectors. 

Senator  Foraker.  Does  the  Government  print  the  school  books? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  They  print  the  school  books — ^the  primary  books.  We 
coald,  perhaps,  supply  the  committee  with  some. 

Senator  Forakkr.  How  are  those  books  distributed,  by  the  Gov- 
ernment t 

Mr.  GuERRA.  By  the  Government. 

Senator  Foraker.  Is  the  attendance  of  children  at  school  optional  f 

Mr.  GUERRA.  Compulsory. 

Senator  Foraker.  It  is  compulsory? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  All  children  in  Cuba,  then,  under  the  Government 
of  the  Bepublic  of  Cuba,  are  required  to  attend  school? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  And  are  required  to  be  taught  in  the  primary 
branches,  for  which  the  Government  furnishes  the  books? 

Mr.  Guerra.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  What  kind  of  a  judicial  system  have  they  in 
Cuba,  under  the  Republic  of  Cuba,  if  you  know? 

Mr.  Guerra.  They  have  what  they  call  the  judiciary  corps.  That 
is  attached  to  the  army,  though ;  it  is  a  dependent  of  the  war  depart- 
ment.   It  is  made  so  by  the  constitution. 

Senator  Foraker.  The  constitution  makes  that  provision? 

Mr.  Guerra.  Yes,  sir;  while  the  war  lasts. 

Senator  Foraker.  Where  is  the  capital  of  the  Kepublic  of  Cuba 
located? 

Mr.  Guerra.  It  is  in  the  State  of  Oamaguey,  District  of  Gubitas, 
The  town  is  called  Agramonte. 

Senator  Foraker.  Is  there  a  town  named  Cubitas  also? 

Mr.  Guerra.  No,  sir;  Cubitas  is  the  district  where  this  town  is. 

Senater  Foraker.  What  is  the  population  of  Agramonte? 

Mr.  Guerra.  Agramonte  may  have  about  a  thousand  inhabitants. 

Senat  or  Foraker.  State  whether  the  Bepublic  of  Cuba  has  at  Agra- 
monte, where  its  capital  is  located,  any  official  Gk>vernment  buildings. 

Mr.  Guerra.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  one  building  for  the  President,  and 
one  for  each  of  the  departments  of  state,  interior,  treasury,  and  war. 

Senator  Foraker.  Are  those  buildings  occupied  for  official  business 
simply? 

Mr.  Guerra.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  What  is  the  legislative  body  of  the  Bepublic  of 
Cuba  called?    What  is  the  name  of  it? 

Mr.  Guerra.  The  council  of  government  assumes  the  legislative 
faculties  of  the  Government  until  every  two  years  there  is  the  constitu- 
ent assembly  to  elect  another  President  and  another  council  body. 

Senator  Foraker.  The  members  of  the  constituent  assembly  are 
elected  by  a  popular  vote,  I  understand? 

Mr.  Guerra.  By  the  people;  by  popular  vote. 

Senator  Foraker.  And  then  the  constituent  assembly  thus  elected 
chooses  a  President? 

Mr.  Guerra.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  And  a  Vice-President? 

Mr.  Guerra.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Fobakeb^  And  a  cabinet? 

Mr.  OuEBBA.  And  a  cabinet. 

Senator  Foraker.  And  the  President^  Vice-President,  and  cabinet 
oonduct  the  Government f 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Yes,  sir.  The  assembly  also  elects  a  genera^  in  chief 
of  the  army. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Who  is  the  President  now  of  the  Bepnblic  of 
Cuba! 

Mr.  GuEBRA.  Bartolom^  M asd. 

Senator  Foraker.  Do  yon  know  him  x>ersonally  Y 

Mr.  GUERRA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Tell  us  what  kind  of  a  man  he  is  as  to  character 
and  reputation. 

Mr.  GuEBRA.  He  is  a  man  of  great  character,  known  by  his  honesty 
and  by  his  literary  accomplishments. 

Senator  Foraker.  Is  he  an  educated,  cultivated  man? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  He  is  an  educated  man. 

Senator  Foraker.  Where  was  he  educated,  if  you  knowf 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  In  Cuba;  at  the  University  of  Havana. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  is  his  business? 

Mr.  GuERBA.  He  was  a  landowner  in  Ouba;  he  is  a  landowner. 

The  Ohaibhan.  A  man  of  large  means? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Yes,  sir;  of  wealth. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Did  he  own  plantations? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  He  does  own  them. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Who  is  the  vice-president? 

Mr.  GtJEBBA.  The  vice-president  is  Dr.  Mendez  Oapote. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  How  old  a  man  is  he? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  He  must  be  about  45  years  old. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  was  his  business  before? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  He  is  a  lawyer.    He  is  a  doctor  in  laws. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Was  he  connected  with  any  university? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  The  University  of  Havana. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  In  what  capacity? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  He  has  been  a  professor  in  the  University  of  Havana. 
Of  the  other  members  of  the  Government 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Yes;  speak  of  them. 

Mr.  GxTEBBA.  There  is  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  as  we  oall  him- 
He  is  a  doctor,  too — a  doctor  in  medicine. 

The  Chaibman.  A  doctor  of  medicine? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chaibman.  Did  he  graduate  in  this  country? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  He  graduated  in  Havana. 

The  Chaibman.  Well,  the  secretary  of  war. 

Mr.  GUEBBA.  The  secretary  of  war  is  General  Aleman. 

The  Chaibman.  Tell  us  briefly  about  him. 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  He  was  a  merchant  there.  He  went  into  the  revolu- 
tion at  the  beginning  and  has  been  fighting  until  he  was  elected  secre- 
tary of  war.    He  is  an  educated  man,  also;  a  literdry  man. 

The  Chaibman.  What  was  his  business  before? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  He  was  in  business. 

The  Chaibman.  A  merchant? 

Mr.  GiTEBBA.  Yes;  a  merchant.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
Fonts  y  Sterling;  he  is  a  lawyer.  He  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  most 
ancient  and  illustrious  families  in  Cuba. 

The  Chaibman.  A  graduate  of  the  university? 
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Mr.  GuERRA.  A  graduate  of  Havana  University, 

The  Chairman.  What  is  Lis  profession! 

Mr.  GuERRA.  Law. 

Senator  Foraker.  Tell  us  briefly  about  the  secretary  of  foreign 
relations.  What  was  his  business  before  he  was  appointed  to  that 
office? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  Moreno  de  la  Torre  is  a  doct-or  in  medicine,  educated 
in  Spain.  He  is  a  young  man,  known  for  his  eneigy  in  all  revolution- 
ary affairs  in  Cuba.  He  is  of  a  conservative  temper,  though.  That  is 
all  I  can  say  about  him. 

Senator  Foraker.  To  what  extent  has  the  Republic  of  Cuba  gov- 
ernmental control  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  I  mean  territorially? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  The  Government  has  control,  full  control,  of  all  the 
rural  districts  of  the  central  and  eastern  parts  of  the  island. 

Senator  Foraker.  That  would  be  all  of  Santiago  de  Cuba! 

Mr.  GuERRA.  And  Camaguey. 

Senator  Foraker.  Puerto  Principe! 

Mr.  GuERRA.  Yes;  Puerto  Principe.  The  Spanish  call  it  Puerto 
Principe,  and  we  call  it  Camaguey;  and  Santiago  de  Cuba  Province 
outside  of  a  few  cities  that  are  held  by  the  Spanish  Government. 

Senator  Foraker.  What  proportion  of  the  population  of  Cuba 
responds  to  your  Government  or  shows  it  allegiance? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  In  my  opinion,  80  per  cent  of  the  population  of  the 
island  are  friendly  to  the  revolution. 

Senator  Foraker.  What  is  the  population  in  the  provinces  of  San- 
tiago de  Cuba  and  Camaguey,  where  you  say  the  Republic  of  Cuba  is 
in  complete  control? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  The  population  is  about  half  a  million. 

Senator  Foraker.  Are  the  people  in  those  provinces  friendly  and 
satisfied,  apparently,  with  the  Government  of  the  Eepublic  of  Cuba? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Foraker.  Would  or  would  not,  in  your  opinion,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Republic  of  Cuba  be  able  to  administer  satisfactorily 
the  civil  affairs  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  if  they  were  let  alone  and  allowed 
to  discharge  their  functions  of  government  without  interference  by  the 
Spsiniards? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  I  am  positive  that  they  would  be  able  to  do  it  satis- 
factorily. 

The  Chairman.  State  the  extreme  eastern  limit  in  Cuba  of  the  con- 
centration of  the  inhabitants  under  Weyler's  order. 

Mr.  GxJERRA.  The  limit  is  the  Jucaro-Moron  trocha. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  trocha  east  or  west  of  Havanat 

Mr.  GuERRA.  That  trocha  is  east  of  Havana. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  the  extreme  eastern  trocha? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  That  is  the  extreme  eastern  trocha. 

The  Chairman.  East  of  that  trocha  is  there  any  concentration  a; 
all? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  No,  there  is  no  concentration  east  of  that. 

The  Chairman.  What  provinces  lie  east  of  that  trocha? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  Camaguey  and  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Senator  Foraker.  Can  you  give  us  the  area  in  square  miles  of  those 
'wo  provinces? 

Mr.  GuERRA.  It  is  more  than  half  the  island  in  territory — ^in  super- 

cial  territory. 

Senator  Foraker.  To  what  extent  is  the  Republic  of  Cuba  in  control 
1  the  outlying  country  districts  in  the  other  provinces  of  the  island  ? 
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Mr.  GUBBBA.  The  Republic  of  Cuba  is  in  control  in  about  two-thirds 
of  the  rural  distrh^ts. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Outside  of  those  two? 

Mr.  GUEEBA.  Outside  of  those  two. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  They  are  in  entire  control  in  those  twof 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  In  entire  control  except  those  parts  that  are  covered 
l>y  the  Spaniards. 

Tbe  Ghaibman.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  in  those  portions  you  have 
Just  spoken  of  they  collect  taxes  as  you  have  previously  stated  t 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Ghaibman.  What  do  you  say  as  to  schools  in  those  portions? 

Mr.  GuEBBA.  There  are  less,  if  any,  in  those  portions  than  in  the 
others. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Throughout  the  two  provinces  of  which  you  have 
complete  control  you  have  your  tax  system  and  your  school  system  and 
all  these  other  functions  of  government  in  operation? 

Mr.  Guebba.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Kobaker.  Without  interruption? 

Mr.  Guebba.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Is  there  any  other  school  system  than  that  which 
the  Republic  of  Cuba  provides  in  those  two  provinces? 

Mr.  Guebba.  There  is  the  Si)anisb  system  in  the  cities — the  larger 
cities. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  But  I  mean  outside  the  cities? 

Mr.  Guebba.  No. 

The  Ghaibman.  Previous  to  the  establishment  of  this  common- 
school  system  by  the  Bepublic,  what  common-school  system  had  Spain 
established? 

Mr.  Guebba.  A  regular  common-school  system  in  the  cities  only ; 
not  in  the  ruial  districts. 

The  Ghaibman.  A  common-school  system  in  the  cities,  but  none 
whatever  in  the  rural  districts? 

Mr.  Guebba.  None. 

The  Ghaibman.  As  to  the  limits  ot  concentration,  I  suppose  that  in 
the  portions  of  Cuba  which  the  l{ei)ublic  holds  there  is  concentration* 
in  the  cities  which  the  Spanish  happen  to  hold,  is  there  not? 

Mr.  GuERBA.  Yes;  but  almost  all  the  country  people  are  in  the  coun- 
try in  those  districts. 

The  Ghaibman.  Take  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Is  there  not  concentration 
there? 

Mr.  Guebba.  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  concentration  in  Santiago 
de  Ouba,  because  in  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  all  the  country 
people  went  to  the  country,  and  the  Spanish  Government  has  no  means 
of  concentrating  them  there. 

The  Ghaibman.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  consular 
reports  show  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  concentration  and  death  and 
misery  there? 

Mr.  Guebba.  Those  are  the  regular  city  people.  I  call  it  concen- 
trating to  bring  those  people  who  have  always  lived  in  the  country  to 
the  cities  and  keep  them  there  wirhout  any  means,  while  if  there  is 
misery,  on  account  of  the  war,  among  those  people  who  have  always 
lived  in  the  city  because  they  can  not  get  any  work  or  any  supplies,  I 
do  not  call  that  a  concentration.  There  may  be  misery  and  all  that 
among  them,  but  they  are  not  what  we  regularly  call  reconcsntrados. 
We  apply  that  term  simply  to  country  people,  peasants,  who  have 
lived  always  by  laboriifg  in  the  soil  and  who  have  been  brought  by 
force  to  the  cities  and  kept  there.  Those  are  what  I  call  reconcen  trades. 
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Senator  Fobajteb.  You  have  told  us  who  constitute  the  delegation 
and  what  other  representatives  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba  there  are  in 
this  country.  You  have  also  told  us  of  various  other  officials  who  are 
conducting  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba.  Can  yoa  tell  us 
what  salaries  those  officials  receive  for  their  servicesf 

Mr.  GuBBBA.  There  is  no  Cuban  in  the  service  of  the  Republic  who 
receives  any  salary. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  and  cabinet,  who  are  devoting  all  their  time  in  the  way  you 
have  indicated,  receive  no  salaries  f 

Mr.  GuERRA.  They  receive  no  salary. 

Senator  Forakeb.  They  receive  no  salary  whatever? 

Mr.  Guerba.  No  salary  whatever. 

Senator  Foraker.  No  official  connected  with  the  civil  government 
receives  any  salary  f 

Mr.  Guerba.  No  official  connected  with  the  civil  government  receives 
any  salary. 

Senator  Fobaker.  How  is  it  as  to  the  army  Y 

Mr.  Guerba.  They  receive  no  salary  at  all. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Then  no  officer  or  soldier  in  the  army  of  Gomez 
receives  any  salary  f 

Mr.  Guerba.  No,  sir :  nor  Gt)mez  himself,  either. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  How  many  soldiers  has  Gomez  now  in  his  com- 
mand or  under  his  command f 

Mr.  Guebba.  In  my  opinion,  in  the  neighborhood  of  35,000* 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Every  man  works  simply  for 

Mr.  Guebba.  For  patriotism. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  That  is  all.    I  am  much  obliged  to  you* 

Mr.  Guebba.  You  are  welcome,  sir. 


STATEHEFT  OF  HOV.  FITZHXJOH  LEE,  April  12,  189a 

Senator  Fbte.  General,  you  have  just  returned  from  Gnbaf 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fbye.  You  sent  to  the  State  Department  certain  communi- 
cations touching  the  ship  Maine.  Have  you  any  information  additional 
to  that  conveyed  in  those  communications T 

Consul-General  Lee.  I  have  not. 

Senator  Fbte.  Have  yon  any  information  in  relation  to  torpedoes  or 
anything  of  that  kind  in  the  harborf 

Consul-General  Lee.  I  am  informed  on  very  good  authoritiy  that 
they  have  placed  within  the  last  month  two  rows  of  torpedoes  just  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor  by  Morro  Castle  and  the  switch  bouNd  is  in  a 
room  in  the  Morro. 

Senator  Fbye.  Had  you  any  information  as  to  the  placing  of  any 
torpedoes  before  the  Maine  was  destroyed  t 

Consul-General  Lee.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Fbye.  Have  you  any  information  in  relation  to  purchases 
made  abroad,  or  have  any  communications  been  made  to  you  by  reliaUe 
persons  of  purchases  of  torpedoes  made  abroad! 

Consul-General  Lee.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Fbye.  Have  you  any  reason  to  sum>ose  that  the  harbor  was 
mined  at  all  before  the  blowing  up  of  the  Maiuet 
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Consal-General  Lbe.  No,  sir.  No;  I  had  no  reason  to  snspect  any- 
iJiiu^  of  that  sort  ap  to  that  time. 

Senator  Gray.  Bat  since  thenf 

Senator  Frye.  Have  yon  siuce  received  any  information  which  leads 
you  to  suppose  that  it  was  mined  before  the  disaster? 

Conanl-General  Lbe.  I  have  seen  a  letter,  and  probably  you,  gentle- 
men, have  also  seen  it,  published  in  one  of  the  New  York  papers  by  a 
person  named  Laine,  from  Geueral  Weyler  to  Santos  Guzman,  a  citizen 
of  Havana,  a  very  ultra  Spaniard,  in  which  General  Weyler  says  that 
lie  went  on  with  the  placing  of  the  mines  in  the  harbor,  which  Martin 
Oampos,  his  predecessor,  should  have  done. 

I  saw  afterwards  that  General  Weyler  pronounced  the  letter  a  for- 
gery, but  I  happen  to  know  of  a  telegram  received  from  Weyler  since, 
and  this  is  the  only  reason  I  have  to  suspect  that  there  were  some 
mines  there  previous  to  the  entrance  of  the  Maine  into  the  harbor. 
You  have  probably  seen  the  letter  which  Laioe  published. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  a  copy  of  it  on  file. 

Consnl-General  Lee.  I  see  that  Santos  Guzman,  under  date  of  March 
18,  1898,  says  to  the  editor  of  the  Herald : 

I  have  not  received  General  Wey lei's  letter  dated  January  8,  to  which  the  New 
York  Herald  makes  reference  in  its  cablegram  of  yesterday  addressed  to  me. 

A  Madrid  dispatch  further  says: 

General  Weyler  denies  the  authenticity  of  the  letter  published  in  New  York  yes- 
terday in  which  the  former  Captain-General  of  Cuba  is  alleged  to  have  said  that  the 
United  States  would  not  have  dared  to  seud  a  warship  to  Havana  while  he  was  in 
command  there,  as  ''they  knew  the  terrible  punishment  that  awaited  them/'  adding 
that  he  had  Havana  Harbor  ''well  prepared  for  such  an  emergency/'  having  ''rap- 
idly finished  the  work  that  Martinez  Campos  carelessly  abandoned/' 

I  knew  Laine  very  well.  He  was  expelled  from  the  island  about  sev- 
eral weeks  ago,  but  I  always  found  him  a  very  upright,  honest,  straight 
fellow;  and  when  I  saw  that  he  had  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Weyler  to 
Santos  Guzman,  of  Havana,  1  thought  the  chances  were  that  he  had  a 
copy  of  a  genuine  letter,  and  that  the  facts  were  as  stated;  so  I  put 
some  machinery  to  work  and  I  found  this  cablegram,  which  had  never 
been  given  to  the  public  in  any  way. 

Eva  Canel 

She  is  quite  a  noted  Spanish  woman  there,  who  was  a  great  admirer 
of  General  Weyler,  during  the  mob  and  so  on,  the  riots,  hallooing  "Viva 
la  Weyler"  and  ^^Muera  Blanco"  (death  to  Blanco).  Geueral  Blanco 
bad  her  expelled  from  the  island  and  sent  to  Mexico. 

Eva  Canel  and  Santos  Guzman 

Which  is  the  very  one  that  Laine  refers  to  in  his  letter.  This  is  in 
Spanish,  but  the  translation  is  as  follows: 

Grave  oironmatancea  cause  me  to  ask  you  to  destroy  the  last  letter  of  February  18. 

The  Ohaibman.  Signed  by  whomY 

Oonsul-General  Lee.  Signed  "  Weyler." 

The  Odaibman.  Dated  whenf 

OonsuLOeneral  Lee.  There  is  no  date  to  the  telegram  I  have  here, 
but  it  says :  '*In  consequence  of  the  grave  condition  of  affairs  or  circum- 
stances (^make  without  effect'  the  Spanish  is)  destroy  the  last  letter  of 
date  18th  February." 

The  Ghaibman.  Whence  does  the  telegram  purport  to  have  been  sen  t  ? 

Gonsql-General  Lee.  From  Barcelona,  I  think. 

The  Ghaibman.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  is  a  genuine  copy  of  a 
telegram  ih)m  Weyler  T 
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Consul-OeDeral  Lbe.  I  am  Ratisfied  it  is  a  genuine  oopyof  a  telegram 
received  in  Havana. 

The  Chaibkan.  From  Weylerf 

Consnl-General  Lee.  From  Weyler. 

Senator  Fsye.  What  is  the  date  of  the  letter  which  Laine  talks 
aboatf 

Senator  Fobakeb.  January  18, 1  believe. 

Consnl-General  Lee.  Lain^s  letter  was  dated  in  January,  aometimew 

Senator  Gbat.  January  8f 

Consnl-General  Lee.  January  8.  This  asks  Santos  Guzman^  in 
consequence  of  grave  circumstances  which  have  arisen,  to  destroy  his 
last  letters  of  the  18th  of  February.  This  is  simply  rather  confirmatory. 
Khe  had  written  to  Guzman  on  the  8th  of  January,  it  makes  this  tele- 
gram that  much  more  probable,  and  that  he  has  also  written  to  liim 
after  the  8th  of  January,  and  probably  there  was  a  very  important  let- 
ter on  the  18th  of  February,  which  he  wanted  destroyed. 

Senator  Mobgak.  A  few  days  after  the  ship  was  destroyed  f 

Consnl-General  Lee.  Tes,  sir;  the  ship  was  destroyed  on  the  15th« 
1  suppose  the  news  reached  Spain  probably  on  the  16th,  or  something 
of  that  sort,  and  Weyler  telegraphed  right  over. 

Senator  Fbte.  Have  you  learned  anything  about  any  wire,  such  as  is 
ordinarily  used  for  torpedo  service,  ordered  from  Great  Britain,  or 
anywhere  elsef 

Consul-General  Lee.  I  saw  a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  Admiral  Man- 
teroUa  in  Havana,  to  the  Spanish  commission,  as  he  put  it,  In  London 
stating:  "Hurry  up  electrical  cables."  Whether  that  referred  to  wire 
for  submarine  mines  or  torpedoes  I  do  not  know.  1  tried  to  ascertain 
if  any  of  the  wire  or  electrical  cables  had  arrived  there,  but  ihey  came 
on  Spanisli  ships  and  I  could  not  find  out.  I  have  always  had  an  idea 
about  the  Maine  that,  of  course,  it  was  not  blown  up  by  any  private 
individual  or  by  any  private  citizen,  but  it  was  blown  up  by  some  of 
the  officers  who  had  charge  of  the  mines  and  electrical  wires  and  tor- 
pedoes in  the  arsenal  there  who  thoroughly  understood  their  business, 
for  it  was  done  remarkably  well. 

I  do  not  think  General  Blanco,  the  present  Captain  and  Governor 
General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  I  do  not 
think  he  had  any  knowledge  of  it.  1  saw  him  just  shortly  after  the 
occurrence.  I  was  sitting  in  my  room  at  the  hotel  and  from  the  balcony 
of  the  hotel  I  could  hear  this.  I  heard  the  explosion,  and  saw  a  great 
column  of  fire  go  up  in  the  air.  A  few  moments  after  ascertaining  that 
it  was  the  Maine^  I  went  right  down  to  the  palace  and  1  asked  for  Gen> 
eral  Blanco.  He  came  in  directly  by  himself.  He  had  just  heard  it 
and  was  crying;  tears  were  coming  out  of  his  eyes.  He  seemed  to 
regret  it  as  much  as  anybody  I  saw  in  Havana;  but  I  think  it  came 
from  some  of  the  subaltern  officers  who  had  been  there  under  Weyler, 
and  who  were  probably  anti-Bianco  anyhow,  and  who  had  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  business. 

Senator  Fbye.  General,  what  have  been  the  orders  prevailing  in 
Havana  as  to  the  sale  of  explosives  of  various  kinds t 

Consnl-General  Lee.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  explosives  being  on 
sale  there,  or  any  orders  about  it  one  way  or  the  other. 

Senator  Fbye.  Would  they  permit  explosives  to  be  sold  in  the  ordi- 
nary way! 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  l^o,  sir;  I  think  not.  They  are  very  carefhl 
about  that;  so  much  so 

Senator  Fbtb.  And  have  you  been  so  for  a  long  timet 
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Oonsnl-General  Lee.  Very;  so  much  so  that  when  Oaptain  Sigsbce 
^wanted  to  osa  a  little  dynamite  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  10-inch 
fpjLns  from  the  Main&y  they  violently  objected  to  it;  they  did  not  want 
liim  to  have  any  dynamite.  I  do  not  think  they  would  allow  any  pri- 
vate store  in  Havana  to  sell  dynamite  or  any  explosive  materials  of 
any  kind. 

sSenator  Fete.  Have  you  read  the  testimony  taken  by  our  naval 
l>oardf 

Consul-Gtoneral  Lee.  I  glanced  at  it.  I  have  not  read  it  over  very 
carefnlly. 

Senator  Fbye.  Were  you  present  in  Havana  all  the  time  when  they 
were  conducting  their  inquiry  t 

Consul-Oeneral  Lee.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fbye.  Are  you  familiar  with  what  was  done  and  what  was 
found  Y 

Gonsnl-General  Lee.  I  am  tolerably  familiar  with  it.  I  knew  noth- 
ing about  the  report  of  the  board,  of  course,  until  it  was  published, 
although  I  saw  the  officers  every  day.  I  saw  them  sometimes  in  town, 
and  I  was  on  board  ship  almost  every  day.  I  do  not  suppose  there 
was  a  day  they  were  there  that  I  did  not  see  Sampson  and  Potter  and 
Marix.  You  know  courts  of  inquiry  in  the  Navy  are  like  courts-martial 
in  the  Army.  The  o(!icers  are  sworn,  and  they  do  not  tell  anybody 
what  the  findings  are. 

Senator  Fete.  From  what  you  have  observed  and  heard  there,  have 
yon  any  doubt  as  to  the  explosion  of  the  Maine  having  been  from  the 
outside  f 

Consul-Oeneral  Lee.  I  am  satisfied  it  was  from  the  outside.  I  cabled 
to  the  State  Department  a  few  days  after  the  board  assembled  that  it 
was  almost  certain  tliat  the  explosion  took  place  from  the  outside.  I 
got  that  from  some  of  the  divers  and  from  Ensign  Powelson,  and  peo- 
ple I  happened  to  meet  and  talk  to  about  it.  I  had  some  little  drawings 
of  the  ship. 

The  Ghaibman.  A  moment  ago  you  started  to  say  something  about 
a  telegram  from  Admiral  Manterolla  respecting 

Gonsnl-General  Lee.  It  was  a  telegram  to  the  Spanish  commission 
in  London  to  hurry  up  the  electric  cables. 

The  Ghaibhan.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  whether  that  was  before  or 
after  the  explosion! 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  I  had  that  telegram.  I  want  to  see  if  I  can  get 
the  exact  date  of  it.  That  statement  about  the  Admiral  is  in  my  testi- 
mony before  the  board  of  inquiry.  I  thought  I  had  a  copy  of  that.  I 
do  not  remember  the  date  exactly.  It  was  prior  to  the  explosion  of  the 
Maine. 

The  GHAiBifAir.  About  how  long  prior t 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  A  very  short  while.  You  can  find  that  tele- 
gram in  my  testimony  before  the  board;,  and  I  think  it  is  right  to  say 
that  that  testimony  about  the  admiral  telegraphing  to  London,  and  this 
dispatch  I  have  just  given  out  here  from  Weyler  to  Santos  Guzman, 
were  not  sent  to  Gongress  and  were  not  published,  because  I  sent  a 
telegram  requesting  the  State  Department  not  to  do  it,  as  I  was  afraid 
the  Spanish  papers  there  would  republish  it  and  they  would  probably 
kill  the  man  that  gave  it  to  me,  so  to  protect  him  I  did  not  want  that 
known  at  the  time.    I  can  get  the  exact  date  of  it,  however. 

The  Ghaibman.  It  is  not  material. 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  They  have  the  exact  date  of  it  at  the  State 
Department. 
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Senator  Gray.  You  gave  it  in  yonr  testimony  before  the  board f 

Consul-General  Lee.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Clark.  But  that  is  not  printed.  It  was  withheld  at  the 
General's  request. 

Consul-General  Lee.  At  my  request.  I  ought  to  state,  in  justice  to 
the  State  Department,  that  I  telegraphed  the  State  Department  asking 
them  not  to  have  the  telegram  published,  or  this  one  about  Weyler, 
because  I  was  afraid  of  getting  my  informant  into  trouble. 

Senator  Frye.  We  can  get  that  at  the  State  Department,  and  I 
guess  we  had  better  do  it. 

Senator  Morgan.  How  long,  or  about  how  long,  after  the  explosion 
was  it  that  General  Blanco  called  at  your  quarters  that  nightf 

Consul-General  Lee.  Before  he  called  at  my  quarters! 

Senator  MoRaAN.  Yes. 

Consul-General  Lee.  You  are  not  referring  to  my  statement  that  I 
called  at  his  palace  the  night  of  the  explosion? 

Senator  Morgan.  Probably  I  am. 

Consul-General  Lee.  That  was  the  night  of  the  explosion. 

Senator  Morgan.  Was  that  before  you  went  down  to  the  wharft 

Consul-General  Lee.  The  palace  is  between  my  hotel  and  the  harl)or, 
and  on  my  way  to  the  harbor  I  stopped  at  the  palace,  about  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  after  the  explosion — as  soon  as  I  could  get  down  there  in  a 
carriage.    I  called  by  to  see  General  Blanco. 

Senator  Morgan.  After  you  had  heard  the  explosion  how  long  was 
it  before  you  reached  the  water's  edge? 

Consul-General  Lee.  Ten  minutes  afterwards  I  was  in  the  palace, 
and  I  spent  about  five  or  ten  minutes  talking  to  General  Bhuieo.  Ho 
gave  me  an  order  to  the  admiral  to  give  me  one  of  the  admhrai's  boat^ 
to  take  me  right  out  into  the  harbor. 

Senator  Morgan.  When  you  got  down  to  the  water's  edge  did  you 
see  any  electric  lights  burning? 

Consul-General  Lee.  I  did  not  notice  that,  but  I  have  made  inquiriefl 
since,  and  I  have  ascertained  that  no  electric  lights  went  out.  I  gent 
for  electric-light  men  and  gas  men.  Some  gas  jets  went  out  in  one  or 
two  places,  caused  by  the  shock  or  something,  but  I  could  not  ascer* 
tain  from  these  men  that  a  single  electric  light  went  out* 

Senator  Gray.  Captain  Sigsbee,  in  his  testimony  before  the  commit- 
tee, said  he  was  told,  shortly  after  the  explosion,  by  Admiral  Manteroila 
that  the  electric  lights  in  Havana  went  out  simultaneously  with  the 
explosion. 

Senator  Foraker.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  harbor. 

Senator  Gray.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  harbor.  Mr.  Laine,  who  ha? 
been  before  the  committee,  and  who  made  a  very  good  impresaiou  n]H>n 
us — it  corresponds  with  what  you  say  of  him — says  he  was  in  the  park 
opposite,  or  near  the  Hotel  Inglaterra,  looking  towai*d  the  wat^er  witii 
another  correspondent,  and  that  immediately  upon  the  explosion  they 
took  a  cab  and  drove  to  the  water  front,  about  500  yards  away^  an«1 
when  he  got  there  he  did  notice  that  the  electric  light  on  a  tall  pole  at 
the  gate  as  he  went  in  and  smaller  ones  at  the  water  front  to  the  nam* 
ber  of  a  dozen  or  more  were  out. 

Consul-General  Lee.  I  did  not  notice  that  at  all,  bat  I  called  np  the 
two  electric-light  men.  One  of  them  is  a  good  friend  of  mine,  Carbouel. 
and  then  he  sent  for  the  person  who  has  charge  of  the  electric  ligrhts::: 
Havana,  and  I  had  a  talk  with  him.  He  came  to  my  office.  He  eaio 
he  had  not  heard  of  any  such  thing.  I  said,  '<!  want  to  knoir  witt 
certainty."    He  said,  ^<I  will  go  all  around  and  make  inqoiiiesy  ii*  yw 


AFFAIRS  IN  CUBA.  539 

please."  He  was  gone  but  an  boar  or  two  in  a  cab,  and  cameba<;k  and 
fr^a^id  that  with  the  exce])tion  of  one  electric  light  at  a  place  called  Gesns 
<lel  Monte,  right  near  the  harbor,  and  one  other  place  he  mentioned, 
one  place  not  very  far  from  the  harbor,  where  he  thought  perhaps  the 
lights  might  have  gone  ont  by  the  shock,  no  other  electric  lights  went 
out. 

Senator  Mobgan.  Gould  you  feel  the  jar  of  the  explosion  at  the 
liotel  f 

Cod  sol-General  Lee.  ]^o,  sir;  I  was  in  my  room  at  the  hotel. 
Senator  Frye.  I  wish  to  ask  one  more  question  in  regard  to  the 
MainCj  and  then  I  shall  be  through,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned.    Have 
yoQ  heard  since  the  explosion  of  the  Maine  any  expression  by  {Spanish 
officers  in  relation  to  it,  indicating  their  pleasure  at  the  factt 

Gonsnl-General  Lee.  I  heard,  two  or  three  days  afterwards,  from 
varioas  persons  who  came  in,  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  rejoicing 
among  some  of  the  officers.  Every  report  I  always  got  said  they  were 
drinking  champagne,  quite  a  thing  to  do  in  honor  of  the  event,  and  in 
diflferent  x>ortiou8  of  the  city  officers  were  making  merry.  I  attributed 
it  to  the  fact  that  what  they  considered  almost  an  enemy's  battle  ship 
had  been  blown  up,  and  it  was  that  much  in  their  favor. 

Senator  Mobgan.  Before  the  explosion,  had  you  heard  any  threats 
of  or  allusions  to  the  destruction  of  the  Maine? 
Gonsnl-General  Lee.  No,  sir. 

Senator  LonaE.  General,  did  you  hear  anything  of  an  attempt  on 
the  Montgomery? 

Gonsnl-General  Lee.  I  heard  that  there  was  something  of  that  sort 
one  evening,  but  I  believe  upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  it  did 
not  amount  to  anything. 

Senator  Fbye.  I  have  asked  all  I  desire  to  ask  about  the  Maine. 
The  Ghaibman.  Does  any  member  of  the  committee  wish  to  ask  any 
questions. 

Senator  Fobaeeb.  You  think  that  no  novice  could  have  destroyed 
the  Maine. 

OoDSul-General  Lee.  Gh,  no,  sir.    The  man  who  did  that  work  was 
an  officer  thoroughly  acquainted  with  explosives  of  all  sorts  and  who 
knew  all  about  it.    It  was  very  well  done. 
Senator  Fobakeb.  A  roan  who  had  expert  knowledge,  necessarily! 
Gonsul-General  Lee.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Glabk.  And  who  must  have  had  knowledge  of  the  location 
of  the  torpedo! 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Yes.  I  never  have  been  certain  that  the  sub- 
marine mine  was  placed  there  prior  to  the  entrance  of  the  Maine  into 
the  harbor.  It  might  have  been  done  afterwards.  The  Maine  was 
anchored  to  a  buoy  by  some  little  chain.  A  vessel  swinging  around 
that  way  sometimes  gets  at  various  places  all  aroun(^  the  circle.  When 
she  would  swing  off  that  way,  with  the  bow  next  to  the  buoy,  and  these 
boats  plying  alK>ut  the  harbor  all  the  time,  anybody  could  go  pretty 
well  in  front  of  her  on  a  dark  night  and  drop  one  of  these  submarine 
mines  of  500  ponnds.  They  have  fingers,  as  it  were,  and  as  the  boat 
goes  around  it  would  tonch  the  finger,  which  makes  contact  and 
explodes  the  mine.  That  might  have  been  done  after  the  Maine  got  in 
there. 
Senator  Guixom.  And  not  be  discovered! 

Gonsnl-General  Lek.  Yes,  sir;  one  or  two  men  rowing  quietly  in  a 
boat  could  drop  it  off  the  stern  of  the  boat  on  a  dark  night,  though 
Sigsbee  had  his  patrols  ont — I  do  not  know  what  they  call  them  on  men 
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«r  wMTz  flCvtiMliL    StilL  is  Bisfct  MC  kareliMB  fisrvrcsvdL    A  bo«: 
w€/q]4  wA  kaTe  beoi  Boliccd.  beraose  boalB  js«»  tihcR^  alvajs^ 

Seikator  Ccixox.  D^  asd  bigkil 

CoLiM:Ui<!W!fal  Lbxl  Tcacsr;  u>  a  late  I^mt  of  die  ni^kt.  T^^- 
bor  ui  foil  of  these  little  boatflu  A  mae  vet^ks  abo«t  ^lOu  pociMijw  a.- . 
I  «appoae  it  vould  take  two  or  thm  men — ooe  saa  U>  it»v  and  pr60«« 
blr  three  or  fow  to  kaodle  tke  bubcl 

.Senat/jT  CrLLOV.  Coptaining  aOu  posDds  of  gvn  cotton? 

rkriiator  i»DGE.  And  the  caasg. 

Heoatr/r  CuixoiL  And  the  casiD|r,  vkidi  weighs  fonething  borl 

Henatoi  Gbay.  What  U  the  populatioo  of  HaTanaf 

CoDiial  General  Lee.  About  ^>0.(lM>. 

Senator  Gray.  Of  what  is  that  eoapooed*  ao  Cv  as  natiwiaRtT  anc 
nativity  are  cofiGemed? 

Conral-General  Leb.  I  soppooe  aboat  eqoal  parts  of  Cnbaas  an: 
B[/aoiardA,  now.  I  sappose  ooe-foorth  of  the  p^^olatioo^  poesUj.  ist 
negroea. 

Senator  Gsat.  1r  the  Spanish  pioporiion  espedalljr  hostile  to  tLis 
eOQiitrj't 

CoDSolGeneral  Lee.  2^0,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  are  now.  Tb^y 
were.  Bat  the  Spanish  portion  are  principally  the  meirhants,  eomi&!5 
aion  merchaiiUi.  shopkeefiers.  and  all  this  agitation  ia  affecting  very 
much  their  basinesA.  A  great  many  of  them,  whilst  they  give  expres- 
sion to  great  loyalty,  are  really  annexationists,  beeanse  they  think  it  is 
the  only  way  out  of  the  trouble,  aad  they  wonld  much  prefer  annexa- 
tion to  the  United  States  to  a  Cuban  republic,  fearing  that  diserimina- 
tions  wonld  be  made  against  them  in  some  way,  and  wonld  rather  tnist 
to  the  United  States  than  to  the  Cubans. 

Seuator  Gbat.  How  as  to  the  Cuban  part  of  the  population  1 

CoiiKul-General  Lbe.    They  are  generally  all  for  free  Cuba. 

Senator  Cullom.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  reconcentrados  oat 
in  the  country  f 

Consul-General  Lee.  Just  as  bad  as  in  GenenU  Weylers  day.  It 
has  been  relieved  a  good  deal  by  supplies  sent  from  the  United 
States,  but  that  has  c^hsed  now. 

The  Chairman.  How  about  the  Spaniardsf 

Consnl-General  Lee.  General  Blanco  published  a  {iroclamation 
rescinding  General  Wey lei's  bando,  as  they  call  it  there,  but  it  has  had 
no  practical  effect,  for  in  the  first  place  these  people  have  no  place  to 
which  to  go;  the  houses  have  been  burned  down;  there  is  nothing  bat 
the  bare  land  there,  and  it  takes  them  two  months  bc'fore  they  can 
raiHe  the  first  crop.  In  the  next  place,  they  are  afraid  to  go  out  fnm 
the  lines  of  the  towns,  because  the  roving  bands  of  Spanish  guerrillas, 
as  they  are  called,  wonld  kill  them.  So  they  stick  right  in  at  the  edges 
of  towns  just  like  they  did. 

Senator  Cullom.  With  nothing  to  eatf 

ConsulGeneral  Lee.  Nothing  in  the  world,  except  what  they  can  get 
from  charity;  and  I  am  afraid  now  they  are  in  a  dreadful  condition, 
because  a]  I  they  had  was  the  American  relief,  and  that  is  stopped,  yon 
know.    The  Spanish  have  nothing  to  give. 

Seuator  Lodge.  General,  what  does  this  cessation  of  hostilities 
spoken  of  in  the  last  few  days  amount  tot 

Consul-General  Lbe.  Nothing;  practically  nothing — the  armistice, 
yon  meant 

Senator  Lodge.  Tes;  so  called. 

Consul-General  Lee.  It  amounts  to  nothing. 
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Senator  Daniel.  Do  yon  know  the  conditions  of  itf 
Gonsol-Geiieral  Lee.  I  saw  General  Blanco's  proclamation,  which 
the  Queen  Regent,  at  the  request  of  his  holiness,  the  Pope,  bad 
[ssned  an  armistice;  but  that  is  not  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on, 
t>ecaa6e  a  truce  or  armistice  between  two  contending  forces  requires 
tbe  consent  of  both  before  it  can  be  of  any  practical  effect,  and  it  will 
ciot  have  the  consent  of  the  insurgents. 

Senator  Lodge.  What  offer  did  he  make  to  the  insurgents  f 
Gonsal*General  Lee.  This  occurred  just  about  the  time  I  left,  and  I 
do  not  know.    I  suppose  he  just  relies  upon  that  proclamation.    He 
i^ays  the  various  Spanish  officers  in  different  parts  of  the  island  will 
see  that  it  goes  into  effect. 

Senator  Fete.  Why  do  you  say,  General,  that  it  will  not  receive 
any  attention  from  the  insurgent  forces T 

Consnl-General  Lee.  Because  every  attempt  so  far  to  make  terms  or 
to  make  peace  or  to  buy  the  insurgents  or  their  leaders  has  met  with 
signal  failure;  and  whatever  may  be  said  about  old  General  Gomez, 
be  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  fighting  that  war  in  the  only  way  it  can  be 
done — scattering  his  troops  out — ^because  to  concentrate  would  be  to 
starve,  having  no  commissary  train  and  no  way  to  get  supplies.  They 
come  in  sometimes  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  little  raid,  where 
he  thinks  it  will  do  something;  but  he  has  given  orders,  so  I  have 
always  been  informed,  not  to  fight,  not  to  become  engaged,  not  to  lose 
their  cartridges;  and  sometimes  when  he  gets  into  a  fight  each  man  is 
ordered  not  to  fire  more  than  two  cartridges. 

When  General  Weyler  was  there  he  went  out  afber  him  sometimes, 
and  they  would  move  up  a  column  and  fire,  and  sometimes  the  flank  of 
the  column,  and  the  Spanish  soldiers  would  deploy  and  throw  out 
skirmishers,  and  the  Oubans,  like  Indians,  would  go  into  the  woods, 
valleys,  and  mountain  sides,  and  scatter  out,  and  wait  until  tbe  Span- 
ish troops  were  gone.  Then  the  Spanish  troops  would  countermarch 
and  go  back  to  town,  3  men  killed  and  10  or  12  wounded. 

Senator  Clabk.  You  think  the  insurgents  would  not  accept  any  such 
termsf 

Oonsul-General  Lee.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  safe  for  any 
Spanish  officer  to  go  out  under  a  flng  of  truce.  They  could  not  buy 
the  insurgents.  Every  time  they  went  out  to  buy  them  they  killed 
them. 

Senator  Mills.  How  much  provisions  have  they  in  store  for  the 
armyf  How  long  can  they  maintain  their  forces  there  without  bring- 
ing in  more  provisions  t 

Oonsnl-General  Lee.  Senator,  they  are  living  there  almost  from  hand 
to  mouth. 
Senator  Gbay.  Whof 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  The  Spaniards,  and  the  citizens  in  the  town  of 
Havana  also.    I  made  some  inquiries  on  that  point  just  before  I  left. 
They  have  a  good  many  barrels  of  flour  and  a  good  deal  of  rice  and 
some  potatoes,  but  not  a  great  many,  and  a  little  lard;  but  everything 
tliat  the  town  of  Havana  has  received  in  the  last  four  or  five  or  six 
months  has  been  from  the  United  States  by  steamers  from  Kew  York, 
Kew  Orleans,  and  Tampa. 
Senator  Mills.  Oan  they  get  no  subsistence  from  the  island  f 
Consul-General  Lee.  Nothing  more  than  from  this  floor  [indicating]. 
Senator  Mills.  That  is  what  I  supposed. 

Oonsul-General  Lee.  The  way  the  insurgent  do  is  this:  They  have 
little  patches  of  sweet  potatoes — everything  grows  there  very  abun- 
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dantly  in  a  short  time— and  Irish  potatoes  and  froits.  They  drive  tlieir 
pigs  and  cattle  into  the  valleys  and  hillsides,  and  they  nse  those  asd 
scatter  ont.  That  is  the  reason  why  they  all  scatter  out.  A  great 
many  are  planting.  The  insurgents  plant  crops  in  many  parts  of  the 
island. 

Speaking  abont  an  armistice,  they  have  not  been  interfered  with  mndi 
since  General  Blanco  came  there.  With  the  exception  of  the  campaign 
of  G^eneral  Pando  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  island,  there  have  been 
very  few  military  operations  inaugurated  by  the  Spanish.  So  it  has 
been  practically  a  sort  of  a  truce  for  some  time — ^the  insurgents  because 
they  did  not  want  to  fight  and  because  it  was  against  orders  to  ifight) 
and  the  Spanish  soldiers 

Senator  Mills.  Suppose  Havana  was  blockaded,  so  that  no  provisionf 
could  come  in,  the  people  there  would  have  no  way  to  get  anyf 

GonsulGeneral  Lee.  !None  whatever.  The  town  would  surrender 
in  a  short  while. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  percentage  of  the  population  of  the  island 
is  Cuban  Y 

GonsulGeneral  Lee.  About  one  million  five  or  six  hundred  thousand 
people.  About  one-third  of  those  are  negroes.  Take  off  500,000  and 
that  will  leave  1,000,000,  the  Cubans  being  out  of  that  1,000^000  all 
except  about  300,000. 

Senator  Foeakbb.  About  70  per  centt 

GonsulGeneral  Lee.  Yes;  I  think  all  but  about  300,000. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Are  all  the  Cubans  friendly  to  the  insnrgentsf 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  I  never  saw  one  who  was  not. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  They  are  all  Mendly  to  themf 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Yes. 

Senator  Fbye.  What  kind  of  men  are  the  Cubans  in  the  city?  What 
character  of  men  are  they  9 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  There  are  some  very  good  ones  there  and  some 
are  very  trifling.  It  is  like  almost  every  population.  The  wealthier 
classes  and  the  best  educated  and  all  those  have  generally  left  the 
island.  They  left  nearly  three  years  ago,  when  the  war  broke  out 
They  are  in  London  and  Paris  and  many  of  them  are  in  New  York.  I 
understand  that  40,000  ot  tbem  are  in  the  United  States. 

Senator  Mobgan.  I  wish  to  ask  you,  if  you  please,  abont  the  people 
we  have  been  feeding  in  Cuba,  on  your  requisition,  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  About  how  much  of  the  appropriation  of  $50,000 
have  you  expended? 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Forty-five  thousand  dollars.  There  is  $5,000 
left. 

Senator  Mobgan.  Who  got  the  benefit  of  itt 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  American  citizens. 

Senator  Mobgan.  Do  you  mean  native  or  adoptedf 

Consul  General  Lee.  Native  American  citizens  and  naturalized 
citizens. 

Senator  Mobgan.  Were  they  in  Havana  chiefly  or  in  the  country  f 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  All  over  the  whole  island. 

Senator  Mobgan.  Was  it  a  matter  of  actual  necessity  to  feed  them, 
or  was  it  just  a  matter  of:'  kindness? 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Tbey  were  practically  in  the  condition  of  all 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  island.  They  have  had  very  little  if  any 
business  to  work  at.  There  were  not  a  great  many  sugar  plamtations 
in  operation  nor  tobacco  places  and  that  kind,  and  they  were  suffering 
like  everybody  else.    This  money  was  applied  for  the  relief  of  Ameri- 
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cans,  and  theo  afterwards  they  got  np  a  general  relief  for  everybody^ 
for  the  reconcentrados,  as  they  call  them. 

Senator  Gullom.  Did  the  Spanish  army  get  any  of  the  supplies  sent 
firom  the  United  States  f 

Gonsul-General  Lke.  'Noy  sir;  occasionally  they  might  have  gotten 
a  little  here  and  there. 

Senator  Morgan.  We  noticed  that  in  one  of  your  reports  (I  think  it 
Avas  a  report  made  to  you  by  a  consul;  I  can  not  refer  to  it  from  memory 
at  this  moment  of  time)  a  statement  was  made  to  the  effect  that  the  peo- 
ple all  through  those  settlements  were  not  permitted  to  go  outside  of 
the  line  of  concentration  back  to  their  homes. 

Consul*  General  Lee.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Morgan.  That  was  the  factf 

Consul-General  Lee.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  only  recently  been  per- 
mitted to  do  so  by  a  proclamation  of  General  Blanco. 

Senator  Morgan.  How  recently? 

Consul  General  Lee.  ^pt  quite  three  weeks  ago. 

The  Chairman.  Has  (General  Blanco  begun  to  relieve  the  reconcen- 
trados, as  has  been  saidf 

ConsulGeneral  Lee.  Very  little,  indeed.  They  distributed  some 
down  there  when  the  matter  was  first  agitated,  but  it  was  a  drop  in  the 
bucket. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  ago  was  thatf 

Consul-Genera]  Lee.  That  was  possibly  eight  or  ten  months  ago, 
when  they  were  first  considering  the  relief  of  tliose  reconcentrados. 

Senator  Frte.  What  is  the  condition  of  tbe  Spanish  soldiers  there 
in  the  island! 

Consul-General  Lee.  Very  bad. 

Senator  Frye.  As  to  clothing  and  subsistence,  how  are  they  t 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  They  are  badly  clothed  and  very  badly  fed; 
not  well  organized;  not  drilled.  Kobody  ever  saw  Spanish  soldiers 
drill. 

Senator  Frte.  If  Spain  has  really  appropriated  $600,000  for  the  sus- 
tenance of  the  reconcentrados,  as  it  is  stated,  do  yon  believe  that  tliat 
will  be  given  to  those  people,  and  that  their  own  soldiers  will  be  left  to 
starve f 

Oonsul-Gtoneral  Lee.  Oh,  no.  There  will  be  very  little  of  it  paid  to 
anybody. 

Senator  Foraker.  What  will  become  of  itf 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  They  will  divide  it  up  here  and  there — a  piece 
taken  off  here  and  a  piece  taken  off  there. .  I  do  not  believe  they  have 
appropriated  anything  of  the  kind.    I  see  those  things  on  paper  always. 

Senator  Frte.  Tou  would  have  no  confidence  in  it  and  would  not 
advise  us  to  have  any  confidence  in  it? 

Consnl-General  Lee.  Not  a  particle. 

Senator  Morgan.  Let  me  ask  you,  if  you  please,  as  to  those  persons 
whom  you  have  been  supplying  with  subsistence  there  from  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States.  Now  that  you  have  come  from  the  island, 
what  provision  is  made  for  their  support!  , 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Well,  a  great  many  of  those.  Senator,  have 
departed  from  the  island,  but  still  there  are  a  few  scattered  about  here 
and  there.  There  is  no  provision  at  all  for  them  any  more  than  there 
is  for  the  reconcentrados. 

Senator  Morgan.  So  they  will  be  passed  in  among  the  starving 
classes  unless  they  are  relieved? 

Oonsul-Geueral  Lee.  Yes.    If  the  $5,000  had  been  used  before  we 
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came  away,  they  wonld  have  tliat  now;  but  they  will  just  have  to  takn 
their  chances  with  the  recou  ceo  trades  of  what  is  tliere  of  food  from 
the  American  relief  fund. 

Senator  Morgan.  If  it  is  oar  duty  to  feed  those  people  there  in 
Cuba,  I  suppose  we  shall  have  to  be  active  about  it  in  order  to  give 
them  relief? 

Consul-Oeneral  Lee.  Yes;  they  are  suffering  and  starving  there  now 
every  day.    The  Spanish  can  not  feed  them. 

Senator  Gullom.  Now  that  you  and  the  other  consuls  have  come 
away  from  the  island,  who  would  have  charge  of  the  distribution  of 
food  down  there  ^ 

Consul-General  Lee.  I  thought  perhaps  Miss  Olara  Barton  would* 
because  she  came  back  there ;  but,  very  much  to  my  surprise,  she  turneii 
around  and  came  out  the  same  day  we  did,  bringing  every  Bed  Cross. 
We  had  a  warehouse  from  this  fund  that  was  contributed  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  I  saw  the  warehouseman,  a  man  named 
Elwell,  that  I  had  put  there,  on  the  boat.  I,  asked  him  what  he  did 
about  the  warehouse.  He  said  he  just  shut  it  up ;  that  there  was  not  a 
gi  eat  deal  left  in  it,  and  that  he  gave  the  key  to  the  person  who  owned 
the  property. 

Senator  Frye.  Did  Miss  Barton  give  any  reason  for  leaving  T 

Consul-General  Lee.  She  thought  there  was  going  to  be  war  and  she 
had  better  get  out.  She  told  me  coming  back  that  the  Bed  Cross  iM>licy 
was  to  go  behind  the  guns  and  not  in  front  of  them. 

Senator  Frye  What,  in  your  judgment,  is  the  possibility  of  Spain 
conquering  the  insurgents  and  restoring  peace  to  the  island  f 

Consul-General  Lee.  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  slightest  possibility 
of  their  doing  it  at  all  in  any  way. 

Senator  Cullom.  Provided  they  do  not  starve  them  all  to  death? 

Consul -General  Lee.  The  same  condition  of  things  existed  when  Mr. 
Cleveland  askec'  me  to  go  down  there  last  June  a  year  ago.  I  ^ve 
hin  a  repoH  three  weeks  after  I  got  there  in  which  I  told  him  thete 
waF  nc  chance  in  my  opinion  of  the  Spaniards  ever  suppressing  that 
insurrection  nor  was  there  any  chance  of  the  insurrectionists  exi)elliiig 
the  Spanish  soldiers  from  the  island.  That  report  is  in  the  State  De- 
partment somewhere  to-day,  and  if  I  had  to  write  it  over  I  would  not 
dot  an  <4"  or  cross  a  ^^t,"  although  I  have  been  there  nearly  two  years 
since  then 

Senator  Foraker.  Let  me  call  your  attention  in  this  connection  to 
a  letter  written  by  you  to  the  State  Department  on  the  13th  of  Decem- 
ber last.  If  you  have  no  objection,  I  should  like  to  have  it  go  into  the 
record. 

Consul-General  Lee.  I  have  no  objection  at  all.  It  is  on  the  same 
line  I  have  been  talking  upon. 

The  letter  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

United  States  Consui^ate-Genebal, 

Havana^  Deeember  IS^  1897. 

Hon.  WniLiAM  B.  Day, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  0. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
First.  In  my  opinion  there  is  no  possibility  of  Spain  terminating  the 
war  here  by  amis. 
Second.  Or  by  autonomy — real  or  pretended. 

Third.  Or  hypurchoMng  the  insurrection  leaders^  as  recently  attempted. 
Fourth.  Or,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  in  any  other  way. 
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Fifth.  The  contest  for  and  against  aatonomy  is  most  aneqnal. 

Por  it,  there  are  five  or  six  of  the  head  officers  at  the  palace,  and 
t  wenty  or  thirty  other  persons  here  in  the  city,  who,  it  is  said,  desire  to 
hold  the  offices  to  be  created  under  antonomatic  forms;  at  least,  such 
Ib  my  information. 

Against  it,  first,  are  the  insurgents,  with  or  without  arms,  and  the 
Cuban  noncombatants.  Second,  the  great  mass  of  the  Spaniards,  bear- 
ing or  nonbearing  arms,  the  latter  desiring,  if  there  must  be  a  change, 
annexation  to  the  United  States. 

Indeed,  there  is  the  greatest  apathy  concerning  autonomy  in  any  form. 
No  one  asks  what  it  will  be,  or  when,  or  how  it  will  come. 

I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  even  put  into  operation  by  force,  because 
as  long  as  the  insurgents  decline  to  accept  it,  so  long,  the  Spanish 
anthorities  say,  the  war  must  continue. 

I  am  compelled  to  say,  therefore,  that  in  my  opinion  autonomy  does 
not  now,  if  it  ever  did,  exist  as  a  factor  in  the  solution  of  the  Cuban 
problem. 

1  am  obliged  to  say,  too,  that  in  spite  of  published  manifestoes 
tbe  government  of  this  island  has  not  been  able  to  relieve  from  starva- 
tion the  Cuban  population  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  Weyler 
edict,  and  no  longer  attempts  to  do  so. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FiTZHUOH  Lee, 

ConsuUOeneraL 

Senator  Morg-an.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosure  in 
your  dispatch  of  November  27,  1897.    In  your  letter  you  say : 

One  of  two  gentlemen  who  visited  the  reconcen trades  after  thoy  were  concentrated 
in  La9»FoB08y  or  the  ditches  in  this  cit3%  handed  me  to- day  the  inclosed  paper.  The 
names  of  the  two  gentlemen  are  not  signed  to  it  for  obvious  reasons. 

I  do  not  care  about  the  names;  I  suppose  they  are  of  no  value  to  us; 
but  do  yon  know  the  gentlemen  f 

ConsulGeneral  Lee.  Oh,  yes;  they  are  very  reliable.  I  did  not  give 
the  names  because  I  thought  perhaps  if  the  document  was  published, 
or  something  of  the  kind,  as  the  Spanish  papers  repeat  everything, 
these  men  would  be  possibly  arrested. 

Senator  MOBaAN.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  entire  accuracy 
of  that  statement? 

ConsulGeneral  Lee.  No,  sir;  it  is  correct,  in  my  opinion. 

Senator  Lodge.  General,  what  is  your  opinion  of  the  insurgent 
government  f 

Consul* General  Lee.  I  have  never  thought  that  the  insurgents  had. 
anything  except  the  skeleton  form  of  a-  government — a  movable  capital. 
I  asked  them  one  day  why  they  did  not  have  some  permanent  capital, 
and  I  think  they  gave  a  very  good  reason.  They  said  it  would  require 
a  large  force  to  protect  it  and  defend  it,  and  they  could  not  afiford  to 
mass  up  their  men  there;  that  the  capital  and  the  government  offices 
had  to  move  where  they  could  be  safest. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  officials  connected  with 
their  civil  governmentT 

Consul-General  Lee.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  You  do  not  know  President  Maso  or  Vice- Presi- 
dent Oapote  or  the  cabinet? 

Consnl-General  Lee.  I  never  had  any  communication  with  the  insur- 
gents in  any  way,  shape,  or  form  while  on  the  island,  except  when,  to  save 
Colonel  Kuiz's  life,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Aranguren,  the  insurgent  chief. 
8ft 
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Senator  Gullom.  What  is,  approximately,  the  armed  force  of  t&e 
iusnrgentst 

Gonsal'General  Lee.  I  suppose,  if  yon  could  get  them  all  up  and 
mass  them,  they  would  number  probably  31,000  or  32,000.  The  number 
has  been  up  probably  as  high  as  36,000  or  37,000. 

Senator  Fete.  Are  they  well  or  decently  armed  f 

GoDsul-Geueral  Lee.  They  are  well  armed. 

Senator  Fbye.  Oave  they  much  ammunition  on  liandT 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  The  ammunition  varies.  I  think  now  and  then 
a  filibustering  expedition  gets  in  in  some  way  and  resupplies  them,  but 
I  do  not  think  they  have  a  great  deal.  I  presume  that  must  be  so, 
because,  as  I  told  you,  Gomez  issued  an  order  not  to  fire  more  than  two 
cartridges. 

Senator  Fbye.  What  is  the  force  of  cavalry  t 

Gonsul-General  Lke.  They  had  at  one  time  nearly  one-third,  but 
they  have  not  so  many  now.  The  horses  died;  it  has  been  hard  to  get 
horse  feed,  and  so  on;  and  they  dismounted  a  great  many  of  them. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  How  many  Spanish  soldiers  are  in  the  island  now! 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Gapable  of  making  a  fight,  x>ossibly  55,01)0  or 
50,000, 

Senator  Fobakeb.  And  they  are  rather  inadequate! v  disciplined  and 
drilled! 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Oh,  yes;  not  drilled,  not  organized. 

Senator  Mills.  Not  offieered  wellt 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  No. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Are  they  now  conducting  any  offensive  military 
operations  at  all? 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  No,  sir;  they  have  been  going  through  some 
form  with  General  Pando,  down  on  the  eastern  division  of  the  island, 
at  Santiago  de  Guba,  but  I  think  that  has  all  stopped  now.  Tlie  hist 
information  was  that  Gomez  was  getting  around  to  flank  Pando,  and 
there  were  some  fears  entertained  for  his  safety. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  It  is  practically  only  an  army  of  occupation? 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  That  is  about  it,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Are  the  Spaniards  confined  to  the  fortiiied  cities! 

Gonsul  General  Lee.  Yes. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  All  are  confined  to  the  cities? 

Gonsul  General  Lee.  They  do  not  try  to  occupy  the  country. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Not  outside  the  cities? 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  No,  sir;  and  generally  the  seaiK)rts.  They  do 
not  want  to  get  outside  of  any  seaports.  The  seaports  on  the  soutfieni 
coast  and  the  northern  part  are  occupied  by  the  Spanish  troops  and  some 
of  the  larger  towns  in  the  interior.    In  the  rest  are  the  insurgents. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  The  insurgents  have  the  rest  all  around? 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Oh,  yes;  you  can  go  from  Havana  4  or  5  miles 
any  day  and  get  to  the  insurgents. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  To  what  extent  do  the  insui'gents  control  the 
eastern  part — Puerto  Principe  and  Santiago  de  Guba? 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Nearly  the  entire  portion  of  both  provinces. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  is  the  population  of  those  two  provinces? 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  I  do  not  know  what  it  is  as  compared  to  the 
others. 

Senator  Lodge.  Puerto  Principe  has  a  population  of  about  00,000. 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  Santiago  de  Guba  is  the  largest  in  the  island, 
I  sup]M)se.  It  has  always  been  considered  that  there  were  not  manj 
Spanish  troops  there. 


A.FFAIBS   IN   CUBA.  547 

Senator  Youaker.  The  insurgents  practically  have  control  Y 

Consul-General  Lee.  So  when  (veneral  Weyler  publishe^l  his  procla- 
mation stating  that  the  four  western  provinces  were  pacified  Gomez 
published  a  counter  proclamation  and  said  that  the  eastern  provinces 
were  pacified* 

Senator  FoBAKEB.  Gomez  seems  to  be  a  man  of  a  great  deal  of 
ability  t 

Consul  General  Lee.  Yes;  he  commenced  to  fight  the  war  in  that 
way  and  never  has  varied,  but  has  gone  right  ou  in  a  straight  line. 
They  can  not  get  him  off  of  it.  He  goes  oat  a  little  way,  moves  in  a 
circle,  and  comes  back  to  the  place  where  he  started. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  There  are  probably  300,000  Spaniards  in  the 
island  population? 

Consul-General  Lee.  I  saw  it  stated  the  other  day  at  280,000,  and  I 
have  seen  it  stated  at  360,000. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Are  all  the  Spaniards  hostile  to  the  Cubans? 

Consul-General  Leb.  As  a  general  thing  they  are. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  The  Spaniards  are  hostile  to  the  insurgent  gov- 
ernment, and  the  Cubans  are  friendly  to  it,  I  suppose? 

Consul-General  Lee.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  The  line  runs  about  that  way? 

ConsulGeneral  Lee.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Yon  said  a  while  ago  that  you  were  not  sure 
whether  this  mine  was  planted  before  or  after  the  Maine  went  there. 
Was  there  any  place  about  Havana  where  private  persons  could  have 
bought  this  mine  and  from  which  they  could  have  taken  it  and  placed 
it? 

ConsulGeneral  Lee.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Have  you  any  doubt  but  that  it  was  put  there 
by  the  Goveniment? 

ConsulGeneral  Lee.  I  do  not  think  it  was  put  there  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  probably  it  was  the  act  of  four  or  five  subordinate 
officers. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Spanish  officers? 

Consnl-General  Lee.  Spanish  officers,  who  had  knowledge  of  the 
location  and  probably  were  experts,  and  had  that  branch  of  the  service 
to  look  after.    I  do  not  think  Genera]  Blanco  gave  any  order  about  it. 

Senator  Geay.  What  number  of  Spanish  troops  are  on  the  island 
now,  as  you  estimate  the  number? 

Consul' General  Lee.  I  suppose  probably  97,000  or  98,000.  There  are 
some  37,000  there  in  hospitals,  and  about  50,000,  probably  55,000,  capa- 
ble of  beariug  arms.  A  Spanish  steamer  goes  back  to  Spain  once  every 
ten  days,  and  they  have  taken  off  in  the  last  year  500  or  800  or  900  and 
sometimes  1,000  Spanish  soldiers  three  times  a  month.  If  they  aver- 
aged only  700  on  a  steamer,  in  a  month  they  wonld  take  off  2,100. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  What  was  the  largest  number  they  ever  had 
there? 

Consul-General  Lee.  They  claimed  about  210,000. 

Oonsnl  Spbinoeb.  237,000  have  been  sent  over. 

Consul-General  Lee.  Is  that  shown  from  the  official  records? 

Consul  Spbingeb.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Daniel.  When  does  the  rainy  season  commence? 

Consul-General  Lee.  It  commences  about  the  nuddle  of  June  or  the 
latter  part. 

Senator  DAineL.  What  effect  would  that  have  upon  the  Spaniards 
and  the  Cubami? 
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Gonsnl-Oeneral  Lee.  The  Spaniards  do  not  conduct  any  operations 
at  all  during  the  rainy  season.  The  Cubans  are  acclimated  and  get 
along  better. 

Senator  Daniel.  Have  any  of  the  reconcentrados  been  put  to  work 
on  public  works,  as  has  been  intimated  in  the  presst 

Oousul-Oeneral  Lee.  !N^o,  sir;  there  are  no  public  works,  and  theie 
is  no  money  to  pay  for  them. 

Senator  Daniel.  Gould  an  American  army  of  occupation  go  into 
Cuba  with  safety  nowf 

Consul-General  Lee.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Daniel.  I  mean  on  account  of  climate,  and  so  on. 

Gousnl  General  Lee.  On  account  of  climate  and  on  account  of  every- 
thing else. 

Senator  Fobakeb.  Is  the  Spanish  army  paid  up  to  date,  or  is  it  in 
arrears? 

Gonsul-General  Lee.  When  I  left  they  informed  me  that  the  troops 
had  not  been  paid  for  nine  months,  and  the  officers  for  about  four. 

Senator  Daniel.  What  has  become  of  Miguel  Yiondi,  who  defendeii 
Sanguillyf 

Consul-General  Lee.  He  has  been  released.  He  was  taken  over  and 
kept  in  one  of  those  African  prisons  for  a  long  time,  but  immediately 
after  General  Blanco  came  back  he  was  released.  They  said  they 
released  a  great  many  of  those  prisoners  because  they  found  difficulty 
in  feeding  them. 

Senator  Daniel.  Do  you  regard  that  General  Blanco  was  lacking  in 
courtesy  to  you  on  your  leaving  the  Island! 

Consul  General  Lee.  General  Blanco  and  I  always  got  along  very  well 
together.  We  were  quite  friends.  I  went  into  the  palace  the  morning 
I  left  as  a  matter  of  official  etiquette,  to  bid  good-bye. 

I  went  with  the  British  consul-general.  I  saw  Dr.  Congosto,  the 
secretary  to  the  General.  1  told  IJr.  Oongosto  that  I  had  received 
instructions  to  leave  the  island  and  go  to  the  United  States,  and  I 
called  to  pay  my  final  respects  and  would  like  to  see  General  Blanco. 
He  asked  me  to  sit  down  and  said  he  would  go  and  let  him  know.  He 
went  off  and  stayed  about  fifteen  minutes  and  came  back  and  said  the 
General  said  please  excuse  him;  he  was  not  well  and  was  lying  down. 
I  told  Dr.  Congosto  then  to  say  good-bye  to  him  and  turned  around 
and  left. 

Senator  Daniel.  Were  there  any  demonstrations  of  ill  will  toward 
you  as  you  left! 

Consul-General  Lee.  When  we  were  coming  out  on  the  steamer  Sat- 
urday evening  there  was  some  hallooing,  catcalling,  and  whistling,  and 
some  Spanish  expressions,  '^  Mean  cowards,  running  away,''  and  so  on. 
I  think  that  wns  confined  to  the  lower  order  of  men,  however. 

The  Chaibman.  General,  we  are  very  much  obliged  to  you. 
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COVCEITKATIOH  AHD  OTHER  PBOCLAHATIOVB  OF  OEHEKAL 

WBYLEB. 

PBOOLAHATION. 

Don  Yaleriano  Weyler  y  Nicolan,  Marqais  of  Teneriffe,  Governor  and 
Captain-General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  General  in  Chief  of  the  Army, 
etc,  desirous  of  warning  the  honest  inhabitants  of  Gaba  and  those 
loyal  to  the  Spiinish  cause,  and  in  conformity  to  the  laws,  does  order 
ami  command: 

Article  I.  All  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Sancti  Spiritns  and 
the  provinces  of  Puerto  Principe  and  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  have  to 
concentrate  in  places  which  are  the  headquarters  of  a  division,  a  bri- 
gade, a  column,  or  a  troop,  and  will  have  to  be  provided  with  docu- 
mentary proof  of  identity,  within  eight  days  of  the  publication  of  this 
proclamation  in  the  municipalities. 

Abx.  2.  To  travel  in  the  conntry  in  the  radius  covered  by  the  col- 
nmus  in  operation,  it  is  absolutely  indispensable  to  have  a  pass  from 
the  mayor,  military  commandants,  or  chiefs  of  detachments.  Any  one 
lacking  this  will  be  detained  and  sent  to  headquarters  of  divisions  or 
brigades,  and  thence  to  Havana,  at  my  disposition,  by  the  first  possi- 
ble means.  Even  if  a  pass  is  exhibited,  which  is  suspected  to  be  not 
authentic  or  granted  by  authority  to  person  with  known  sympathy 
toward  the  rebellion,  or  who  show  favor  thereto,  rigorous  measures  will 
result  to  those  responsible. 

Art,  3.  All  owners  of  commercial  establishments  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts will  vacate  them,  and  the  chiefs  of  columns  will  take  such  meas- 
ures as  the  success  of  their  operations  dictates  regarding  such  places 
which,  while  useless  for  the  country's  wealth,  serve  the  enemy  as  hid- 
ing places  in  the  woods  and  in  the  interior. 

Art.  4.  All  passes  hitherto  issued  hereby  become  null  and  void. 

Art.  5.  The  military  authorities  will  see  to  the  immediate  pablication 
of  this  proclamation. 

YAIiERIANO  WBTLER. 

Hayaka,  February  16^  1896. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Don  Valeriano  Weyler  Nicolau,  Marquis  of  TeneriflFe,  Governor  and 
Captain-General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  General  in  Ohief  of  the  Army, 
etc.: 

In  order  to  avoid  suffering  and  delay,  other  than  that  essential  in 
time  of  war,  and  the  summary  proceedings  initiated  by  the  forces  in 
operation,  I  dictate  the  following  proclamation: 

Abtio^b  1.  In  accordance  with  the  faculties  conceded  to  me  by  rule 
two,  article  thirty-one,  of  the  military  code  of  justice,  I  assume,  as  gen- 
eral in  chief  of  the  army  operating  in  this  island,  the  judicial  attri- 
butes of  H.  E.  Captain- General. 

Art.  2.  In  virtue  of  rule  two  of  said  article,  I  delegate  from  this  date 
these  judicial  attributes  to  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  first  and 
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second  army  corps,  and  to  the  general  commandiDg  the  third  diTision; 
that  is,  in  Puerto  Principe. 

Abt.  3.  Prisoners  canght  in  action  will  be  subjected  to  the  most  sum- 
mary trial,  without  any  other  investigation  except  that  indispensable 
for  the  objects  of  the  trial. 

Art.  4.  When  the  inquiry  is  finished,  subject  to  consultation  with 
the  judicial  authorities,  the  proceedings  will  continue  during  the  course 
of  operations,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  judicial  authority,  with  an  audi- 
tor, the  sentence  may  be  carried  out.  When  said  authority  is  not  pres- 
ent, the  process  will  be  remitted  to  him  and  the  culpable  parties 
detained  at  the  locality  where  the  division  or  brigade  headqaarters  is 
situated. 

Art.  5.  The  military  juridic  fhnctionary  of  whatever  rank  who  accom- 
panies in  the  operations  the  judicial  authorities,  when  the  latter  thus 
decides,  will  act  as  auditor,  dispensing  with  the  assessors'  assistance  at 
court-martial,  during  operations,  in  cases  where  no  other  member  of  the 
juridic  body  is  at  hand. 

Art.  6.  When  the  sentence  is  pronounced,  if  the  sentence  be  depriva- 
tion of  liberty,  the  culprit  will  be  brought  to  Havana,  with  the  papers 
in  the  case,  so  that  the  testimony  can  be  issued  as  to  the  penalty,  and 
the  sentence  be  carried  into  effect. 

Art.  7.  The  said  authorities  will  be.  acquainted  with  all  cases  ini- 
tiated against  the  accused  in  war. 

Art.  8.  I  reserve  the  right  of  promoting  and  sustaining  all  que&  tions 
of  competence,  with  other  jurisdictions,  as  also  with  the  military,  and 
to  determine  inhibitions  in  all  kinds  of  military  processes,  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  island. 

Art.  9.  I  reserve  likewise  the  faculty  of  assuming  an  inquiry  into 
all  cases,  when  it  is  deemed  convenient. 

Art.  10.  No  sentence  of  death  shall  be  effected  without  the  acknowl- 
edgment by  my  authority  of  the  testimony  of  the  judgment,  which  must 
be  sent  to  me  immediately,  except  when  no  means  of  commnnication 
exists,  or  when  it  is  a  case  of  insult  to  superiors,  or  of  military  sedition, 
in  which  case  sentence  will  be  carried  out,  and  the  information  furnished 
to  me  afterwards. 

Art.  11.  All  previous  proclamations  or  orders,  conflicting  with  this, 
on  the  question  of  the  delegation  of  jurisdiction  in  this  island,  are 
hereby  rendered  null  and  void. 

YAI.EBIAIYO  WSTLEB. 

Havana,  February  16^  1896. 


proclamation. 

Don  Valeriano  Weyler  y  Nicolau,  Marquis  of  Teneriffe,  Governor  and 
Captain -General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  general  in  chief  of  the  army,  etc.: 

I  make  known  that,  taking  advantage  of  the  temporary  insecurity  of 
communication  between  the  district  capitals  and  the  rest  of  the  pit>v- 
inces,  notices  which  convey  uneasiness  and  alarm  are  invented  and 
propagated,  and  some  persons,  more  daring  still,  have  taken  advantage 
of  this  to  draw  the  deluded  and  ignorant  to  the  rebel  ranks.  I  am 
determined  to  have  the  laws  obeyed,  and  to  make  known  by  special 
means  the  dispositions  ruling  and  ft'equently  applied  during  such  times 
as  the  present,  through  which  the  island  is  now  passing,  and  to  make 
dear  how  far  certain  points  go,  in  adapting  them  to  the  exigencies  of 
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war  and  in  use  of  the  faculties  conceded  to  me  by  number  twelve, 
article  seven,  of  the  code  of  milit<ary  justice  and  by  the  law  of  public 
order  of  April  23, 1870.  And  I  make  known,  order,  and  coroniand  that 
the  following  cases  are  subject  to  military  law,  among  others  specified 
by  the  law: 

Clause  1.  Those  who  invent  or  propagate  by  any  means  notices  or 
assertions  favorable  to  the  rebellion  shall  be  considered  as  being  guilty 
of  offenses  against  the  integrity  of  the  nation,  and  comprised  in  article 
two  hundred  and  twenty-three,  clause  six,  of  the  military  code,  when- 
ever such  notices  facilitate  the  enemy's  operations. 

Clause  2.  Those  who  destroy  or  damage  railroad  lines,  telegraph 
or  telephone  wires,  or  apparatus  connected  therewith,  or  those  who 
interrupt  communications,  by  opening  bridges  or  destroying  highways. 

Clause  3.  Incendiaries  in  town  or  country,  or  those  who  cause  dam- 
age, as  shown  in  caption  eight,  article  thirteen,  volume  two,  of  the 
penal  code  ruling  in  Cuba. 

Clause  4.  Those  who  sell,  facilitate,  convey,  or  deliver  arms  or 
ammunition  to  the  enemy,  or  who  supply  such  by  any  other  means, 
or  those  who  keep  such  in  their  power,  or  tolerate  or  deal  in  such 
through  the  customs,  and  employees  of  customs  who  fail  to  confiscate 
such  importations,  will  be  held  responsible. 

Clause  5.  Telegraphists  who  divulge  telegrams  referring  to  the  war, 
or  who  send  them  to  persons  who  should  not  be  cognizant  of  them. 

Clause  6.  Those  who,  through  the  press  or  otherwise,  revile  the 
prestige  of  Spain,  her  army,  the  volunteers,  or  firemen,  or  any  other 
force  that  cooperates  with  the  army. 

Clause  7.  Those  who,  by  the  same  means,  endeavor  to  extol  the 
enemy. 

Clause  8.  Those  who  supply  the  enemy  with  horses,  cattle,  or  any 
other  war  resources. 

Clause  9.  Those  who  act  as  spies;  and  to  these  the  utmost  rigor  of 
the  law  will  be  applied. 

Clause  10.  Those  who  serve  as  guides,  unless  surrendering  at  once 
and  showing  the  proof  of  force  majeure  and  giving  the  troops  evidence 
at  once  of  loyalty. 

Clause  11.  Those  who  adulterate  army  food,  or  conspire  to  alter 
the  prices  of  provisions. 

Clause  12.  Those  who,  by  means  of  explosives,  commit  the  ofi'enses 
referred  to  in  the  law  of  June  10, 1894,  made  to  extend  to  this  island 
by  the  royal  order  of  October  17, 1895,  seeing  that  these  offenses  affect 
the  public  peace,  and  the  law  of  April  23, 1870,  grants  me  power  to 
leave  to  the  civil  authorities  the  proceedings  in  such  cases  as  are  com- 
prised in  captions  four  and  five,  and  treatise  three  of  volume  two  of 
the  common  penal  code,  when  the  culprits  are  not  military,  or  when 
the  importance  of  the  offense  renders  such  action  advisable. 

Clause  13.  Those  who,  by  messenger  pigeons,  fireworks,  or  other 
signals,  communicate  news  to  the  enemy. 

Clause  14.  The  offenses  enumerated,  when  the  law  prescribes  the 
death  penalty  or  life  imprisonment,  will  be  dealt  with  most  summarily. 

Clause  15.  All  other  proclamations  and  orders  previously  issued  in 
conflict  with  this  are  annulled  by  this. 

Valbbiano  Weyleb. 

Havana,  February  16y  1896. 
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EXTRACTS  FEOH  COHSULAE  EEPOETS  IS  EEOAED  TO  AFFAIB8  OH 

THE  ISLAHD  OF  CUBA. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

United  States  Consulate  Gbnerax., 

Havana^  November  23.  1S97. 

Sm:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  briefly  t^abmit  a  statement  of  what  appears 
to  be  the  present  condition  of  afl'aira  in  this  island : 

First.  The  insurgents  will  not  accept  aatonomy. 

Second.  A  large  majority  of  the  Spanish  subjects  who  have  com- 
mercial  and  basiness  interests  and  own  property  here  will  not  accept 
autonomy,  but  prefer  annexation  to  the  United  States  rather  than  an 
independent  republic  or  genuine  autonomy  under  the  Spanish  flag. 

Third.  The  Spanish  authorities  are  sincere  in  doing  ail  in  their  power 
to  encourage,  protect,  and  promote  the  grinding  of  sugar.  The  grind- 
ing season  commences  in  Pecember. 

Fourth.  The  insurgents,  leaders  have  given  instructions  to  prevent 
grinding,  wherever  it  can  be  done,  because  by  diminishing  the  export 
of  sugar  the  Spanish  Government  revenues  are  decreased.  It  will  be 
very  difficult  tor  the  Spanish  authorities  to  prevent  cane  burning, 
because  one  man  at  night  can  start  a  fire  which  will  burn  hundreds  of 
acres,  just  as  a  single  individual  could  ignite  a  prairie  by  throwing  a 
match  into  the  dry  grass. 

Fifth.  I  am  confident  that  General  Blanco  and  Pando,  his  chief  of 
staff,  as  well  as  Dr.  Gongosto,  the  secretary-general,  with  all  of  whom 
I  have  had  conversations,  are  perfectly  conscientious  in  their  desire  to 
relieve  the  distress  of  those  suffering  from  the  effects  of  Weyler's 
reconcentration  order,  but,  unfortunately,  they  have  not  the  means  to 
carry  out  such  benevolent  purposes. 

I  have  read  letters  stating  that  charitable  persons  in  the  United  States 
will  send  clothing,  food,  and  some  money  to  these  unfortunate  people^ 
and  I  have  arranged  with  the  Ward  line  of  steamers  to  provide  free 
transportation  from  New  York.  I  hope  to  secure  the  permission  of  the 
Spanish  authorities  here  for  such  things  to  be  entered  free  of  duty.  I 
am  told,  however,  that  they  must  come  consigned  to  the  Bishop  of 
Havana.  The  sufferings  of  the  "  reconcentrados  "  class  have  been  terri- 
ble, beyond  description,  but  in  Havana  less  than  in  other  places  on  the 
island;  yet  Dr.  Hrunner,  acting  United  States  sanitary  inspector  here, 
informed  me  this  morning  that  the  death  rate  of  the  "  reconcentrados" 
in  this  city  was  about  50  per  cent  of  other  places  of  the  island^  and 
when  it  is  remembered  that  there  have  been  several  hundred  thousands 
of  these  nonconibatants  or  ^^pacificos,"  mainly  women  and  children, 
wno  are  concentrated  under  General  Weyler's  order,  some  idea  can  be 
formed  of  the  mortality  among  them. 

In  this  city  matters  are  assuming  better  shape.  Under  charitable 
committees  large  numbers  of  them  have  been  gathered  together  in 
houses,  and  are  now  fed  and  cared  for  by  private  subscripitions.  I 
visited  them  yesterday  and  found  their  condition  comparatively  good, 
and  there  will  be  a  daily  improvement  among  them,  though  the  live»  of 
all  can  not  be  saved,    I  witnessed  many  terrible  scenes  and  saw  some 
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die  while  I  was  present.    I  am  told  General  Blanco  will  give  $100,000 
to  the  relief  fand. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- Oeneral, 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 
United  States  Consulate-Geneeal, 

Havana^  November  27^  1897, 

SiE:  One  of  two  gentlemen  who  visited  the  "reconcentrados"  after 
they  were  concentrated  on  Los  Fosos  (the  ditches)  in  this  city  handed 
me  to  day  the  inclosed  paper.  The  names  of  these  two  gentlemen  are 
not  signed  to  it  for  obvious  reasons. 

I  personally  know  the  gentleman  who  brought  the  communication, 
and  know  that  he  stands  high  in  this  community  as  a  man  of  integrity 
and  character. 

The  number  of  ^^reconcentrados"  here,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  report 
already,  have  always  been  less  than  elsewhere.  I  am  able  to  say  now 
that  they  will  be  taken  care  of  and  fed  by  committees  of  charitably 
disposed  persons. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Comulr  General. 


[Xnoloflnre  referred  to  above.] 

SiK:  Tbe  public  rnnior  of  the  horrible  state  in  which  the  reconcentrados  of  the 
niuoicipal  council  of  Havana  were  found  in  the  Fosos  having  reached  us,  we  resolved 
to  pay  a  visit  there,  and  we  will  relate  to  you  what  we  saw  with  our  own  eyes : 

Four  hundred  and  sixty  women  and  children  thrown  on  the  ground,  heaped  peli- 
niell  as  animals,  some  in  a  dying  condition,  others  sick,  and  others  dead,  without 
the  slightest  cleanliness  nor  the  least  help,  not  even  to  give  water  to  the  thirsty, 
with  neither  religious  or  social  help,  each  one  dying  wherever  chance  laid  them. 
And  for  this  limited  number  of  reconcentrados  the  deaths  ranged  between  40  and  50 
daily,  giving  relatively  ten  days  of  Hie  for  each  person,  with  great  joy  to  the 
anthorities,  who  seconded  fatidically  the  politics  of  General  Weyler  to  exterminate 
tbe  Cuban  people ;  for  these  unhappy  creatures  received  food  only  after  having  been 
for  eight  days  in  the  Fosos,  if  during  this  time  they  could  feed  themselves  with  the 
bad  food  that  the  dying  reiused. 

On  this  first  visit  we  were  present  at  the  death  of  an  old  man  who  died  through 
thirst.  When  we  arrived  he  begged  us  for  God's  sake  to  give  him  a  drink;  we 
looked  for  it  and  gave  it  to  him,  and  fifteen  minutes  afterwards  he  breathed  his  last, 
not  having  had  even  a  drink  of  water  for  three  days  before.  Among  the  many  deaths 
we  witnessed  there  was  one  scene  impossible  to  forget.  There  is  still  alive  the  only 
living  witness,  a  young  girl  of  18  years,  whom  we  found  seemingly  lifeless  on  the 
ground.  On  her  right-hand  side  was  the  body  of  a  young  mother  cold  and  rigid,  but 
with  her  young  child  still  alive,  clinging  to  her  dead  breast:  on  her  left-hand  side 
was  also  the  corpse  or  a  dead  woman  holding  her  son  in  a  dead  embrace.  A  little 
farther  on,  a  poor,  dying  woman,  having  in  her  arms  a  daughter  of  14  crazy  with 
pain,  ^ho,  after  five  or  six  days,  also  died  in  spite  of  the  care  she  received. 

In  one  comer  a  poor  woman  was  dying,  surrounded  by  her  children,  who  contem- 
plated  in  silence,  without  a  lament  or  shedding  a  tear,  they  themselves  being  real 
specters  of  hunger,  emaciated  in  a  horrible  manner.  This  poor  woman  augments 
the  catalogue,  already  large,  of  the  victims  of  the  reconcentration  in  the  Fosos. 

The  relation  of  the  pictures  of  misery  and  horror  which  we  have  witnessed  would 
^e  never-ending  were  we  to  narrate  them  all. 

It  is  difficult  and  almost  impossible  to  express  by  writing  the  general  aspect  of  the 
inmates  of  the  Fosos,  because  it  is  entirely  beyond  the  line  of  what  civilized  humanity 
is  accustomed  to  see;  therefore  no  language  can  describe  it. 

Tlie  circumstances  which  the  municipal  authorities  could  reunite  there  are  the 
following:  Complete  accumulation  of  bodies,  dead  and  alive,  so  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  take  one  step  without  walking  over  them ;  the  greatest  want  of  cleanliness. 
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w«Qt  of  li^ht,  air,  and  water;  the  food  lacking  in  qnality  and  quantity,  what  was 
necessary  to  sustain  life,  thos  sooner  potting  an  end  to  these  already  broken-down 
systems;  complete  absence  of  medical  assistance,  and,  what  is  more  terrible  than 
all,  no  c<msolation  whatever,  religions  or  moral. 

If  any.  yon nc^  girl  came  in  any  way  ni^e  looking,  she  was  infallibly  condemned  te 
the  most  abominable  of  traffics. 

At  the  sight  of  snch  horrible  pictures  the  two  gentlemen  who  went  there  reeol ved, 
in  spite  of  the  ferocious  Weyler,  who  was  fetill  Captain-General  of  the  ialand.  to  omit 
nothing  to  remedy  a  deed  so  dishonorable  to  humanity  and  so  contrary  to  aU  Chris- 
tianity. They  did  not  fail  to  find  persons  animated  with  like  sentimentB^  wbey 
putting  aside  all  fear  of  the  present  sitnation,  organized  a  private  committee,  with 
the  exclusive  end  of  aiding,  materially  and  morally,  the  reconcentradoe.  This 
neither  has  been  nor  is  at  present  an  easy  task.  The  great  number  of  the  poor  mnd 
scarcity  of  means  makes  us  encounter  constant  conflicts.  This  conflict  is  more  ter- 
rible with  the  official  elements,  and  in  a  special  manner  with  the  mayor  of  the  oitj 
and  the  civil  authorities,  who  try  by  all  means  to  annihilate  this  good  work. 

The  result  of  the  collections  are  very  insignificant  if  we  bear  in  mind  the  thousands 
of  people  who  suffer  from  the  reconcentrations ;  but  it  serves  for  some  consolation  to 
see  that  in  Havana  some  159  children  and  84  women  are  well  cared  for  in  the  asylom 
erected  in  Cadiz  street.  No.  82 ;  and  93  women  and  children  are  equally  well  located 
in  a  large  saloon  erected  for  them  in  the  second  story  of  the  Fosos,  with  good  food 
and  proper  medical  assistance,  as  also  everything  indispensable  to  civilized  life. 

According  to  the  information  which  we  have  been  able  to  acquire  since  AagnsI 
nntU  the  present  day,  1,700  persons  have  entered  the  Fosos  proceeding  fV-om  J«raoOy 
Campo  Florido,  Guanabo,  and  Tapaste,  in  the  province  of  Havana.  Of  these  only 
243  are  living  now  and  are  to  be  found  in  Cadiz  street;  82  in  the  saloon  already  men- 
tioned, and  61  in  the  Quinta  del  Rey  and  the  Hospital  Mercedes:  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  about  397,  and  of  these  a  great  many  will  die  on  account  of  the  great  sufferinga 
and  hunger  they  have  gone  through. 

From  all  this  we  deduce  that  the  number  of  deaths  among  the  reconcentradoa  haa 
amounted  to  77  per  cent. 

Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Bay. 

United  States  Oonsulate-Qenbrai., 

Havana^  December  3^  1897* 

SiB:  Beferring  to  my  cipher  telegram  of  the  Ist  instant,  which  I  beg 
to  confirm,  reading  as  follows: 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  etc.  : 

Inform  the  Department  that  he  has  learned  from  the  United  States  consul  at 
Matanzas  of  an  extensive  and  dangerous  conspiracy  under  the  ex-governor  of  the 
province,  directed  a<;ainst  Americans.  Action  against  them  to  be  contingent  upon 
movement  of  the  United  States  Government  in  favor  of  independence  to  Cuba. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  ramors  have  been  more  or  less  frequent 
regarding  the  liotoas  intentions  of  some  of  the  dissatisfied  elements 
toward  citizens  of  the  United  States  dwelling  here  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  island.  Any  riotoas  demonstrations  here  must  come  from  the 
Spanish  noncombatants  or  from  the  volunteer  forces.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  danger  from  the  former,  many  of  whom  se»m  to  be  in  favor 
of  annexation  rather  than  for  real  autonomy  or  for  an  independent 
Cuban  republic;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  if  General  Blanco  can 
manage  the  volunteers,  as  yesterday  he  said  he  could,  the  trouble  from 
that  source  is  diminishing.  The  origin  of  the  mobs  in  this  city  in  the 
past  has  always  been  located  in  the  ranks  of  the  volunteers,  who  alone 
have  organization  and  arms. 

The  Governor  and  Captain-General  is  now  investigating  the  Matanzaa 
rumors  and  will,  I  am  sure,  deal  promptly  with  any  conspirators  found 
there. 

The  Weyler  police  have  all  been  changed  and  the  officers  of  the  vol- 
unteers, too,  when  the  Government  here  has  reason  to  doubt  their 
loyalty. 
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In  oonseqaence  of  all  this,  and  the  assurance  of  the  governmental 
antborities  that  American  liflB  and  property  will,  if  necessary,  be  pro- 
tected by  them  at  a  moment's  notice,  I  have  declined  to  make  an  appli- 
cation for  the  presence  of  one  or  more  war  ships  in  this  harbor,  and 
liave  advised  those  of  our  people  who  have  wives  and  children  here  not 
to  send  them  away,  at  least  for  the  present,  because  such  proceedings 
^wonld  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  justifiable  at  this  time,  from  the  stand- 
point of  personal  security. 

I  still  think  that  two  warships  at  least  should  be  at  Key  West,  pre- 
pared to  move  here  at  short  notice,  and  that  more  of  them  should  be 
sent  to  Dry  Tortugas,  and  a  coal  station  be  established  there.  Such 
proceedings  would  seem  to  be  in  line  with  that  prudence  and  foresight 
necessary  to  afford  safety  to  the  Americans  residing  on  the  island,  and 
to  their  properties,  both  of  which,  I  have  every  reason  to  know,  are 
objects  of  the  greatest  concern  to  our  Government. 
I  am,  et^y 

FiTZHuaH  Lee, 

Consul' OeneraL 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Da/y. 

United  States  Gonsulatb-Oenebal, 

Havana^  December  5, 1897» 

SiH:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  representative  of  a  Madrid 
paper  here  says  that  '^Ganalejas  has  said,  upon  his  return  from  the 
Vaelta  Ab%jo,  or  Pinar  del  Bio  Province,  after  the  recent  combat  there 
between  the  Spanish  Generals  Bernal  and  Hernandez  de  Galasco,  in 
command  of  2,300  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  Ouban  forces 
under  Pedro  Diaz,  that,  although  the  Spanish  troops  have  displayed 
once  more  their  usual  valor  in  said  fight  and  the  enemy  must  have  suf- 
fered heavy  losses,  yet  the  province  of  Pinar  del  Eio  is  not  pacified, 
and  that  there  are  numerous  rebel  forces  still  there;  that  out  of  about 
14,000  Spanish  regular  troops  in  that  province  only  about  3,000  or  4,000 
are  able  to  operate,  the  balance  being  sick  at  the  hospitals,  garrisoning 
towns,  and  otherwise  distributed ;  that  he  believes  autonomy  prema- 
ture, and  inclines  himself  to  the  adoption  of  energetic  military  action 
for  the  purpose  of  finally  pacifying  said  province;  that  he  does  not 
believe  in  altering  facts  and  news;  that  the  truth,  no  matter  how  pain- 
ful and  bitter  it  may  be,  must  be  known  in  the  Peninsula,  where  public 
opinion  and  the  press  have  been  deceived  regarding  the  annihilation  of 
the  war  and  the  so-called  pacification  of  the  western  provinces,  among 
which  that  of  Pinar  del  Kio  has  been  included." 

The  Lucha  to-day  xmblishes  that  Ganalejas  has  said  ^'that  the  eco- 
nomic condition  of  the  Pinar  del  Eio  Province  is  deplorable,  there  being 
40,000  ^reconcentrados'  absolutely  destitute,  16,000  of  which  are  child- 
ren, most  of  whom  are  orphans;  that  they  are  unequally  distributed 
throughout  the  difierent  towns  in  the  province,  there  being  only  460  at 
the  capital  city  of  Pinar  del  Eio,  while  in  small  towns  like  Consolacion 
and  Candelaria  there  are  over  4,000.  The  municipalities  can  not  incur 
any  expense  because  the  taxes  can  not  be  collected,  because  most  of 
the  taxpayers,  if  not  all,  have  been  ruined  by  the  war." 

I  am,  etc., 

FiTZHUGH  Leb, 

Consul- OeneraU 
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b^'nar  purchased  on  emiit  by  the  miIiwS»h.^^^*^  ^^*«>«'« 
Hp^n.-.h  army  is  anlferin?  n^eh  fiSmS««^^***?-  "**  "^  «»•« 
<irr-^t  deal  of  money  i»  nl^ed  at^^^X^*i^f?"*-  •»<*  *h»t  a 
-•ome  p>»rT.,  of  the  ..larnl,  I  am  J^ttS*^^,^  condition.  In 
difTj,  or  citizen.,  and  that  even  «i  »e^f^SS^  "^  ®«*  «»  sol- 
ar .'!♦»  «CTi  t«  apierre.  ™***  "*  ™*<»  porpoaes,  seUinj; 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 
CoHsulGeHeroL 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

[CoDfldential.] 


TJmTED  States  Consulatb-Gewebat 
Him  !  I  Imve  tli«  h<,iior  to  make  the  following  report:  ^^ 

m'"!  !'"!'/""'  '■"••  «•">  ftffftinst  autonomy  is  most  uneonRi  * 

•  •  •  •  ^ 
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Against  tf,  first,  are  the  iDsnrgents,  with  or  without  arms,  and  the 
Cabau  noncoiiibatauts;  second,  tbe  great  mass  of  the  Spaniards,  bear- 
ing or  nonbearing  arms — the  latter  desiring,  if  there  miist  be  a  change^ 
annexation  to  the  United  States. 

Indeed,  there  is  the  greatest  apathy  concerning  autonomy  in  any 
form.    No  one  asks  what  it  will  be  or  when  or  how  it  will  come. 

1  do  not  see  how  it  could  even  be  put  into  operation  hyforc€y  because 
as  long  as  the  insurgents  decline  to  accept  it  so  long,  the  Spanish 
authorities  say,  the  war  must  continue. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am  obliged  to  say,  too,  that  •  •  •  the  Government  of  this 
island  lias  not  been  able  to  relieve  from  starvation  the  Cuban  popula- 
tion driven  from  their  homes  by  the  Weyler  edict,  and  no  longer 
attempts  to  do  so. 

I  am;  etc.,  Fitzhtgh  Lee, 

Consul'OeneraL 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr,  Day. 

United  States  Consulate-General, 

Havana^  December  14, 1897. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received  information 
that  in  the  Province  of  Havana  reports  show  that  there  have  been 
101,000  "reconcentrados,"  and  that  out  of  that  52,000  bave  died.  Of 
the  said  101,000,  32,000  were  children.  This  excludes  the  city  of 
Havana  and  seven  other  towns  from  which  reports  have  not  yet  been 
made  up.  It  is  thought  that  tbe  total  number  of  ^^reconcentrados"  in 
Havana  Province  will  amount  to  150,000,  nearly  all  women  and  children, 
and  that  the  death  rate  among  their  whole  number  from  starvation 
alone  will  be  over  50  per  cent. 

For  the  above  number  of  "reconcentrados"  $12,500,  Spanish  silver, 
was  set  aside  out  of  the  $100,000  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  reliev- 
ing all  tbe  ^^reconcentrados''  on  the  island.  Seventy-iive  thousand  of 
the  150,000  may  be  still  living,  so  if  every  dollar  appropriated  of  the 
$12,500  reaches  them  the  distribution  will  average  about  17  cents  to  a 
person,  which,  of  course,  will  be  rapidly  exhausted,  and,  as  I  can  hear 
of  no  further  succor  being  afforded,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  what  little 
practical  relief  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  these  poor  people. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

GonsulrOen^eraU 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havanaj  January  8,  1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  as  a  matter  of  public  interest,  that 
the  ^'recoucentrado  order"  of  General  Weyler,  formerly  Governor- 
General  of  this  island,  transformed  about  400,001)  self  supporting  peo- 
ple, principally  women  and  children,  into  a  multitude  to  be  sustained 
by  the  contributions  of  others  or  die  of  starvation  or  of  fevers  result- 
ing from  a  low  physical  condition  and  being  massed  in  large  bodies 
without  change  of  clothing  and  without  food. 
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Mr,  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

United  States  Gonsulate-Genebal, 

Havana^  December  7, 1897. 

SiE:  (The  consul-general  informs  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
that  measares  for  tbe  relief  of  the  '^reconcentraiios^  are  not  sufii- 
ciently  energetic  to  be  effective,  and  that  he  is  advised  by  the  Got- 
ernor  General  that  authority  to  admit  articles  of  food  and  dothing 
from  the  United  States  to  Oubaii  ports  free  of  duty  rested  with  the 
authorities  at  Madrid). 

I  see  no  effects  of  the  governmental  distribution  to  the  ^^reconoen- 
trados."  I  am  informed  that  only  $12,500  in  Spanish  silver  had  been 
dedicated  to  the  Havana  Province  out  of  the  $100,000  said  to  have  been 
set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  tbem  on  the  island,  and  that  reports 
from  all  parts  of  the  Province  show  that  50  per  cent  have  already  died 
and  that  many  of  those  left  will  die.  Most  of  these  are  women  and 
children.  I  do  not  believe  the  Government  here  is  really  able  to  relieve 
the  distress  and  sufferings  of  these  people. 

•  ••#••  • 

I  am  informed  an  order  has  been  issued  in  some  parts  of  the  island 
suspending  the  distribution  of  rations  to  "reconcentrados.'^  •  •  # 
The  condition  of  these  people  is  simply  terrible. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  official  document  copy  of  the  comparative  mor- 
tality in  Havana  for  the  six  months  ending  November  30.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  death  rate,  and 
without  adequate  means  in  the  future  to  prevent  it  the  mortality  will 
increase.  1  hear  of  much  suffering  in  the  Spanish  hospitals  for  want 
of  food,  and  among  the  Spanish  soldiers.  •  •  •  I  hear  also  that  the 
Spanish  merchants  in  some  parts  of  the  island  are  placing  their  estab- 
lishments in  the  name  of  foreigners  in  order  to  avoid  their  provisions 
being  purchased  on  credit  by  the  military  administration,  and  that  the 
Spanish  army  is  suffering  much  from  sickness  and  famine,  and  that  a 
great  deal  of  money  is  needed  at  once  to  relieve  their  condition.  In 
some  parts  of  the  island,  I  am  told,  there  is  scarcely  any  food  for  sol- 
diers or  citizens,  and  that  even  cats  are  used  for  food  purposes,  selling 
at  30  cents  apiece. 

It  is  a  fair  inference,  therefore,  to  draw  from  the  existing  conditions^ 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Governor-General  of  this  island  to  relieve 
the  present  situation  with  the  means  at  his  disposal.    *    •    • 
I  am^  etc.y 

PiTZHTJGH  Lee, 

Consul'OeneraL 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

[Confidential.] 

United  States  Consulate-General, 
Havana^  December  13^  1897.    {Received  December  18.) 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

•  •••••• 

The  contest  for  and  against  autonomy  is  most  unequal. 
For  it  there  are  5  or  6  of  the  head  officers  at  the  palace,  and  20  or  30 
other  persons  here  in  the  city. 
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Against  ity  first,  are  the  insurgents,  with  or  without  arms,  and  the 
Cabau  nonconibatuuts;  second,  tbe  great  mass  of  the  Spaniards,  bear- 
ing or  nonbeariiig  arms — the  latter  desiring,  if  there  tnttst  be  a  changey 
annexation  to  the  United  States. 

Indeed,  there  is  the  greatest  apathy  concerning  autonomy  in  any 
form.    Ko  one  asks  what  it  will  be  or  when  or  how  it  will  come. 

I  do  not  see  how  it  could  even  be  put  into  operation  by /orce,  because 
as  long  as  the  insurgents  decline  to  accept  it  so  long,  the  Spanish 
aathorities  say,  the  war  must  continue. 

•  •••••• 

I  am  obliged  to  say,  too,  that  •  •  •  the  Government  of  this 
island  has  not  been  able  to  relieve  from  starvation  the  Cuban  popula- 
tion driven  from  their  homes  by  the  Weyler  edict,  and  no  longer 
attempts  to  do  so. 

I  am,  etc,  FiTZHrGH  Lee, 

Consul' OeneraL 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

United  States  Oonsulate-Genebal, 

Havana,  December  14, 1897, 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received  information 
that  in  the  Province  of  Havana  reports  show  that  there  have  beeu 
101,000  "reconceutrados,"  and  that  out  of  that  52,000  have  died.  Of 
tbe  said  101,000,  32,000  were  children.  This  excludes  the  city  of 
Havana  and  seven  other  towns  from  which  reports  have  not  yet  been 
made  up.  It  is  thought  that  the  total  number  of  "reconcentrados"  in 
Havana  Province  will  amount  to  150,000,  nearly  all  women  and  children, 
and  that  the  death  rate  among  their  whole  number  from  starvation 
alone  will  be  over  50  per  cent. 

For  the  above  number  of  "reconcentrados''  $12,500,  Spanish  silver, 
was  set  aside  out  of  the  $100,000  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  reliev- 
ing all  the  ^^reconcentrados"  on  the  island.  Seventy-Uve  thousand  of 
the  150,000  may  be  still  living,  so  if  eeery  dollar  appropriated  of  the 
$l2j500  reaches  them  the  distribution  will  average  about  17  cents  to  a 
person,  which,  of  course,  will  be  rapidly  exhausted,  and,  as  I  can  hear 
of  no  further  succor  being  afforded,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  what  little 
practical  relief  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  these  poor  people. 

I  am,  etc.,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Consul- Oen^al. 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  January  8,  1898. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  as  a  matter  of  public  interest,  that 
the  'Teconcentrado  order"  of  General  Weyler,  formerly  Governor- 
GftTieral  of  this  island,  transformed  about  400,001)  self  supporting  peo- 
ple, principally  women  and  children,  into  a  multitude  to  be  sustained 
hy  the  contributions  of  others  or  die  of  starvation  or  of  fevers  result- 
ing from  a  low  physical  condition  and  being  massed  in  large  bodies 
without  change  of  clothing  and  without  food. 
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Their  bouses  were  barned,  tbeir  fields  and  plant  beds  destroyed,  aod 
their  live  stock  driven  away  or  killed. 

I  estimate  that  probably  200,000  of  the  rnral  xK)pnlation  in  the  Ptot 
inces  of  Pinar  del  Kio,  Havana,  Matanza^,  and  Santa  Clara  have  died 
of  starvation,  or  from  resultant  causes,  and  the  deaths  of  whole  fam- 
ilies  almost  simultaneously,  or  within  a  few  days  of  e-ach  other,  and  of 
mothers  praying  for  their  children  to  be  relieved  of  their  horrible 
sufferings  by  death,  are  not  the  least  of  the  many  pitiable  scenes  which 
were  ever  present.  In  the  Provinces  of  Puerto  Principe  and  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  where  the  ^^reconcentrado  order"  could  not  be  enforced,  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  are  self-sustaining. 

A  daily  average  of  10  cents'  worth  of  food  to  200,000  people  would 

be  an  expenditure  of  920,000  per  day,  and  of  course  the  most  hnmane 

efforts  upon  the  part  of  our  citizens  can  not  hope  to  accomplish  8uch  a 

gigantic  relief,  and  a  great  portion  of  these  people  will  have  to  be 

abandoned  to  their  fate. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  etCi  Fitzhugh  Lsb, 

Consul- GeneraL 


Mr.  Lee  to  Mr.  Day. 
United  States  Gonsulate-Genebai*, 

Havana^  January  17^  1898. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  some  statistics  sent  me 
about  the  mortality  in  the  town  of  Santa  Olara,  the  capital  of  Santa 
Clara  Province,  situated  about  33  miles  south  of  Sagua,  which  numbers 
some  14,000  inhabitants.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  were  al>oat 
6,489  deaths  in  that  town  in  the  seven  years  previous  to  1897,  which 
included  1,417  in  one  year  from  an  epidemic  of  yellow  fever,  while  in 
1897,  owing  to  the  concentration  order,  there  were  6,981.  The  concen- 
tration order  went  into  eff'ect  in  February.  In  that  year,  1897,  the 
month's  death  rate  for  January  was  78,  but  in  February,  the  first  month 
of  reconcentration,  there  were  114,  and  there  has  been  a  gradual 
increase  since,  as  you  will  see,  until  in  December,  1897,  the  number  of 
deaths  was  1,011.  I  refer  to  this  as  a  specimen  of  the  mortality  on  this 
island  in  consequence  of  the  '^reconcentrado  order''  of  the  late  Captain 
and  Governor-General  Weyler. 

I  am,  etc.,  FrrzHuan  Lee, 

Consulr  General. 


Gonsul-General  Lee,  February  10, 1898,  incloses  a  statement  of  the 
condition  of  some  small  towns  near  Havana;  says  the  reports  were 
made  by  a  person  sent  by  him  for  the  purpose. 


HELENA  BEL  BUS 


The  unhealthy  conditions  of  this  town  and  the  total  want  of  re8oait:es 
make  it  inrpossible  for  the  mayor  to  remedy  the  present  miserable  sit- 
uation of  the  people,  who  die  in  great  numbers  fbom  starvation,  fever, 
and  smaUpox.  •  •  •  There  are  other  towns  in  the  same  condition; 
Ouiness,  Oatalina,  and  Madruga,  whose  situation  could  be  in  a  small 
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degree  relieved  if  the  country  people  could  be  allowed  to  leave  the 
town  freely  in  search  of  food,  which  is  very  scarce.  In  some  towns  this 
is  entirely  prohibited;  in  others  they  are  obliged  to  pay  a  tax;  and  not 
having  anything  to  eat,  how  can  they  pay  a  taxY  In  every  town  yon 
visit  the  first  thing  you  notice  is  the  unhealthy  condition  of  the  men 
and  their  total  want  of  physical  strength,  wlnCli  prevents  them  even 
from  making  an  effort  to  procure  the  means  of  suppoit. 

• 

OAT  ALINE  DB  aUlNES. 

The  condition  of  the  reconcentrados  in  this  town  is  very  sad  and 
desperate.  There  are  no  zones  for  cultivation,  and  they  are  therefore 
not  allowed,  even  with  a  military  pass,  to  leave  the  town  in  search  of 
work  or  food,  which  latter  is  so  scarce  that  one  must  walk  4  or  5  miles 
before  finding  a  sweet  potato.  •  •  •  In  these  districts  the  liberty 
given  by  General  Blanco  to  the  reconcentrados  is  a  farce. 

GXTINES  TOWN, 

•  •  •  In  fifteen  days  200  reconcentrados  have  died  in  Guines 
from  starvation  and  total  lack  of  resources.  Many  of  the  sick  sleep 
on  the  floor  and  on  piazzas. 

General  Lee,  under  date  of  March  14,  incloses  the  foilowiug  from 
Consul  Barker: 

<^D£AB  SlB:  1  will  thank  you  to  communicate  to  the- Department  as 
quickly  as  possible  the  fact  that  the  military  commander  and  other 
ofiScers  of  the  military  positively  refuse  to  allow  the  reconcentrados,  to 
whom  I  am  issuing  food  in  its  raw  state,  to  procure  fuel  with  which  to 
cook  this  food.  In  addition,  they  prohibited  this  class  of  people  (I  am 
only  giving  food  to  about  one-fifth  of  the  destitute ;  the  authorities 
have  quit  altogether)  from  gathering  vegetables  cultivated  within  the 
protection  of  the  fort,  telling  them :  ^  The  Americans  propose  to  feed 
you,  and  to  the  Americans  you  must  look.' " 

General  Lee,  March  28: 

^^I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  instructions  have  been  given  by  the 
civil  governor  of  Havana  that  the  alcaldes  and  other  authorities  shall 
not  give  out  any  facts  about  the  reconcentrados,  and  if  any  of  the 
American  relief  committees  should  make  any  inquiries  concerning  them 
all  such  inquiries  must  be  referred  to  him." 

United  States  Consul  Brice,  Matanzas,  November  17, 1897 : 
"•  •  ♦  Starvation;  no  relief  is  yet  afforded  the  starving  thou- 
sands in  this  province.  Several  days  ago  an  order  from  Captain  Gin 
was  given  municipal  authorities  to  issue  rations  and  clothing,  but  no 
attention  is  paid  to  the  order.  •  •  ♦  Death  rate  in  this  city  over 
eighty  persons  daily,  nearly  all  from  want  of  food,  medicines,  and 
clothing.  As  I  write  this  a  dead  negro  woman  lies  in  the  street  within 
200  yards  of  this  consulate,  starved  to  death;  died  some  time  this 
morning,  and  will  lie  there  maybe  for  days.  The  misery  and  destitu- 
tion in  this  city  and  other  towns  in  the  interior  are  beyond  description. 
A  general  order  has  been  issued  allowing  reconcentrados  to  return  to 
the  country,  but  the  restrictions  placed  in  the  order  are  such  as  to 
practically  prohibit.  If  they  went,  what  can  they  do  without  money, 
food,  or  shelter f  The  situation  is  indeed  deplorable,  and  I  am  free  to 
say  no  real  help  can  be  expected  from  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
the  fate  of  the  remaining  reconcentrados  is  lingering  death  from 
starvation*'' 
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Consul  Brice,  Matanzas,  December  17, 1897: 

^<SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  Cuban  news  in  this 
Province,  taken  from  personal  observation  and  reliable  sources  of 
information.  Concentrados:  Kelief  offered  these  and  other  poor  ]>eo- 
ple  by  Spanish  authorities  is  only  in  name.  •  •  •  2,000  rations 
were  given  out  for  a  few  days  only  to  8,000  persons.  There  are  more 
than  12,000  starving  in  this  city  to-day.  •  •  •  Death  rate  has 
diminished  somewhat;  now  about  63  daily.  There  are  less  peox)Ie  to 
die.  The  scenes  of  misery  and  distress  daily  are  beyond  belief.  Here 
is  one  out  of  hundreds.  In  a  family  of  seventeen  living  in  an  old  lime- 
kiln all  were  found  dead  except  three,  and  they  barely  alive.  •  •  • 
General  Blanco's  order  allowing  reconcentrados,  owners  of  plantations 
and  farms,  to  return  and  cultivate  crops,  etc.,  is  inoperative  and  of  no 
avail.  Several  of  our  American  citizens,  owners  of  land,  have  rejient- 
edly  asked  the  civil  governor  of  this  Province  for  permission  to  retnru 
to  their  homes,  and  in  every  case  refused  or  restrictions  imposed  im- 
possible to  comply  with.'' 

Consul  Brice  (from  a  circular  letter  dated  January  8, 1808): 
u  •  •  •  There  are  in  Matanzas  Province  over  90.000  people  who 
are  in  actual  starvation  condition.  In  addition  to  above,  there  are 
thousands  of  families  of  the  better  classes,  formerly  well  to  do,  who 
to-day  are  living  on  one  meal  a  day,  and  that  very  scant.  They  Lave 
sold  or  pawned  their  furniture,  clothing,  jewels,  etc.,  to  eke  oat  an 
existence  until  all  is  gone,  or  nearly  so.  Too  proud  to  beg,  they  sufi'er 
in  silence,  and*many  die  of  starvation.  The  daughter  of  a  former  gov- 
ernor of  this  Province  was  seen  begging  on  the  streets  of  the  city. 
Many  of  these  people  call  on  me  privately  at  my  residence,  praying  ibr 
God's  sake  to  be  remembered  when  relief  comes  from  the  Unitetl  States. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  relief  will  come  quickly,  for  hundreds  are 
dying  daily  in  this  Province  of  starvation.  Conditions  are  dreadful, 
and  no  relief  afforded  by  Spanish  authorities." 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  Consul  Hyatt,  December  21, 1897: 
^<I  respectfully  report  that  the  sickness  and  the  death  rate  on  this 
island  is  appalling.  Statistics  make  a  grievous  showing,  but  come  far 
short  of  the  truth.  ♦  •  •  Dr.  Caminero,  United  States  sanitary 
inspector,  has  just  informed  me  that  there  are  in  this  city  over  12,000 
people  sick  in  bed',  not  counting  those  in  military  hospitals.  This  is  at 
least  35  per  cent  of  the  present  population.  Quinine,  the  only  remedy 
of  avail,  is  sold  ten  times  higher  than  in  the  States.  Steamers  coming 
to  this  port  mostly  give  out  soup  once  a  day  to  the  waiting  thronii:. 
Fresh  meat  in  our  market  sells  from  50  cents  to  $1  a  pound." 

Consul  Hyatt,  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  under  date  of  January  8, 1898: 
"Numerous  dead  bodies  at  the  cemetery  are  carried  over  from  day  to 

day,  because  the  sexton  is  unable  to  bury  them,  with  his  present  ooips 

of  assistants,  as  fast  as  they  come." 

Consul  Hyatt,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  January  12, 1898: 
"  ♦  •  ♦  It  is  beyond  tlie  power  of  my  pen  to  describe  the  8itu&> 
tion  in  eastern  Cuba.  Squalidity,  starvation,  sickness,  and  death  meet 
one  in  all  places.  Beggars  swarm  our  doors  and  stop  us  on  the  street. 
The  dead  in  large  numbers  remain  over  from  day  to  day  in  the  ceme- 
teries unburied." 

Consul  Hyatt,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  January  22, 1898: 

i<    ♦    •    ♦    The  military  situation  is  completely  overshadowed  in 

importance  by  the  starving,  struggling  mass  whose  cry  is,  ^Bread.or  [ 

perish.'    Tin's  consulate  is  besieged  to  an  extent  that  blocks  the  entrance 

and  greatlv  retards  business.    They  have  heard  that  the  people  of  the 
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TJnited  States  are  giying  fands  for  their  relief  and  have  oot  the  patience 
to  wait.  I  could  name  three  Americans  here  who  contribute  monthly 
over  $300  toward  feeding  the  poor,  bat  it  is  nothing  compared  to  the 
people's  necessities.  Men,  women,  and  children,  homeless  and  almost 
naked,  roam  the  streets  by  day,  begging  of  almost  everyone  they  meet 
or  door  they  pass,  and  sleeping  at  night  almost  anywhere  they  can  find 
a  place  to  lie  down.  If  the  present  death  rate  is  continued  there  would 
not  be  a  soul  left  in  the  city  at  the  end  of  five  years.  For  the  masses 
it  is  speedy  help  or  sure  death." 

Same,  under  date  of  February  26, 1898: 

^^  Rations  are  issued  in  a  court  attached  to  the  consulate,  the  people 
being  admitted  by  the  police  through  a  carriage  driveway. 

<<  As  I  write  the  street  is  blocked  by  the  hungry  throng  for  nearly  a 
square  above  and  below  the  entrance. 

^^  Since  writing  this  dispatch  I  have  been  informed  that  the  ladies' 
relief  committee  have  estimated  that  in  this  city  alone  the  number  who 
need  help  is  18,000." 

(The  rations  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  are  the  relief  sent  from  the 
United  States.) 

Consul  Barker,  Sagua  la  Grande,  November  20,  1807: 
^^  While  General  Blanco  has  made  known  his  purpose  to  rolieve  the 
concentrated  people  by  allowing  them  to  go  out  of  the  towns,  1  ^i  vo  the 
Department  reasons  why  this  permission  will  not  give  the  relief  claimed. 
While  article  1  grants  permission  to  this  starving  class  to  return  to  the 
country, article  3  abrogates  it  in  exacting  that  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege  the  places  to  which  they  go  must  be  garrisoned.  This  will 
preclude  over  one-half  of  these  poor  unfortunates,  for  their  homes  are 
in  ruins,  and  the  sugar  estates  able  to  maintain  a  guard  can  care  for  but 
a  small  percentage  of  the  whole.  •  •  •  j  will  not  question  the  good 
intention  of  those  now  in  power.  It  is  a  self  evident  fact  that  the  author- 
ities are  utterly  helpless  to  extend  any  relief  to  those  who  have  thus  far 
survived  the  pangs  of  hunger.    ♦    ♦    • 

'^So  far  as  relates  to  this  section  of  the  island,  the  claim  made  by  the 
Captain-General,  in  a  letter  to  the  Spanish  minister  in  Washington, 
that  ^extensive  zones  of  cultivation  had  been  organized,  daily  rations 
are  provided  by  the  State,  work  is  furnished,'  etc.,  is  not  borne  out  by 
my  observation." 

Consul  Barker,  Sagua  la  Grande,  November  25, 1897: 
^'Sib:  With  reference  to  the  distress  and  deaths  in  this  consular 
district,  embracing  a  large  part  of  the  territory  of  the  province, 
appended  is  the  official  mortality  list  of  each  of  the  judicial  districts 
comprising  the  province  known  as  Cinco  Villas  (five  towns),  from 
January  1  to  November  16, 1897,  inclusive,  as  follows,  viz: 

gjwta  Clara 27,900 

Sajcua 16,583 

Cienfne^:oH 14,263 

Kemedios 11, 415 

Sancti  KspirituB 5,482 

Trinidad : 4,946 

Total 80,689 

**Add  to  this  25  per  cent  for  the  number  of  which  no  record  has  been 
kept,  •  •  •  I  deem  a  conservative  estimate  will  make  the  grand 
total  100,736  deaths.  In  truth,  after  talking  with  both  military  and 
jucUcial  officers,  I  regard  this  rather  under  than  above  the  actaal  deaths 
for  l^e  period  stated.    Undoubtedly  one-half  of  the  concentrated  peo- 

86 


562  AFFAraS   IN   CUBA. 

pie  have  died,  and  to-day  Spanish  soldiers  are  companion  victims  to 
the  surviving  iioncoiubatants.  The  inclosed  slip  (incloMnre  No.  1), 
showing  the  number  of  deaths — official — in  the  small  municipal  disirirt 
of  San  Juan  de  la  Yeras,  will  give  some  idea  of  the  rapid  increase  fnuii 
month  to  month,  as  will  also  the  clippings  (indosui^e  No.  2)  cut  from 
the  local  papers  show  that  the  authorities  no  longer  conceal  these  facts, 
as  was  done  under  the  retired  Captain-General. 

"This  appalling  death  rate  is  nmte^yet  convincing  proof  of  the  terri- 
bk  destruction  of  life  under  the  main  policy  pursued  in  attempting  to 
subjugate  the  island.  The  heavens,  it  would  appear,  weep  ibr  des- 
poiled, distressed  Cuba,  for  during  the  present  month  the  fall  of  rain 
has  been  almost  phenomenal.  1  have  to  reiterate,  the  authorities,  bow- 
ever  great  the  desire  to  do  so,  are  utterly  helpless  to  ameliorate  the 
dire  distress  that  must  continue  to  increase. 

(i  •  •  •  Kelative  to  furnishing  protection  to  the  mills  to  grind, 
how  is  it  possible  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  safeguard  extendeil 
planters  in  making  the  ])revioas  crop  enabled  them  to  grind  less  than 
one- third  of  the  usual  yield,  while  the  military  force  available  to-day  is 
not  half  in  numbers  as  at  that  time.  With  me  the  conviction  is  firmly 
rooted  that  within  sixty  days  90  per  cent  of  the  i>opuIace  will  reach  a 
state  of  craving  hunger,  without  outside  aid;  nor  do  I  feel  that  1  am 
speaking  chimerically  when  I  include  the  rank  and  tile  of  the  Spanish 
army.  The  trne  status,  as  viewed  at  present,  will  bear  out  this  opinion* 
The  suffering  among  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  reconcentrados,  simply 
beggars  portrayal,  while  discontent  ripens  daily.'' 

Consul  Barker,  Sagua  la  Grande,  December  13, 1897 : 
u  •  •  •  Ihavewithinthepastfewdaysvisitedfiveoftheprincipal 
railroad  towns  in  this  district.  The  destitution  is  simply  too  harrowing 
to  recite,  and  must  become  intensified  each  day.  The  death  rate  for  the 
last  month  shows  an  increase  of  about  25  per  cent.  In  these  towns  I 
got  my  information  from  the  mayors.  I  learned  that  while  an  issae  of 
food  running  from  three  to  five  days  had  been  made,  beginning  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  consisting  of  3  ounces  of  bacon  and  jerked  beef  and  6 
ounces  rice  for  adults,  with  half  this  allowance  for  children  under  14 
years,  the  pittance  was  sufficient  only  for  one-fourth  to  one- tenth  of  the 
starvinp^. 

*<  The  mayors  of  Santa  Glara,Cmce8,  and  Santo  Domingo  are  authority 
for  stating  the  Captain- General  had  ordered  that  after  the  8th  instant 
any  issue  of  food  to  the  concen trades  be  discontinued.  ♦  •  •  The 
mayor  of  Santa  Clara  stated  to  me  that  the  Captain-General  directed 
him  to  call  on  the  commissary  of  the  army  for  5,000  rations  for  relief 
purposes,  which,  he  said,  was  sufficient  to  feed  the  suffering  people  but 
one  day.  The  officer's  answer  was  he  could  not  do  so,  as  all  Govern- 
ment supplies  on  hand  would  be  required  to  feed  the  army.  The  mayor 
stated  also  that,  in  presenting  this  order  to  the  military  oommander, 
he  was  ordered  by  him  under  no  circumstances  to  give  fbod  to  anyone 
having  relatives  in  the  insurrection,  which,  he  said,  would  exclude  75 
per  cent  of  the  destitute.  •  •  •  .All  efforts  so  far  to  obtain  relief 
by  popular  subscription  have  met  with  signal  failure.  The  Cubans  are 
too  poverty  stricken,  while  the  Spaniards  who  own  the  wealth  wiU  con- 
tribute nothing.    ♦    ♦    •» 

Consul  Barker,  Sagua,  December  8, 1897,  states  that  food,  medicine, 
and  clothing  are  required  by  more  than  50,000  persons  in  his  consular 
district,  and  that  a  reliable  estimate  of  the  starving  in  the  Sagua  Prov- 
ince is  100,000.    •    •    • 

Consul  Barker,  Sagua  la  Grande,  January  31,  1898: 

"lieJativft  t^  citizens  of  the  CTnited  States  residing  in  this  consolar 
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district,  the  new  administration's  progress  and  repudiation  concerning 
Uie  abases  in  vogue  under  the  former  regime  reveal  the  following  facts: 
Of  those  herded  in  the  garrison  towns  none  have  been  allowed  to 
return  to  their  landed  estates.  Some  few  did  venture  to  go  to  their 
farms,  under  a  pledge  of  protection  from  the  military  commander  of 
the  province,  to  whom  I  will  not  impute  bad  faith,  and  were  driven  off 
by  guerrillas. 

^^At  my  suggestion  several  Americans  returned  to  the  American- 
owned  ^Central  Santiana,'  the  owner  having  been  forced  to  abandon 
property.  Although  a  Government  guard  is  stationed  at  the  place, 
they  (former  tenants)  were  ordered  to  leave.  Application  was  made  to 
the  military  commander  ibr  authority  to  return  unmolested,  and  it  was 
refiised*  Over  two  mouths  since  two  of  our  citizens  notified  me  they 
had  discovered  in  ])osse8sion  of  the  local  guerrillas  ten  or  twelve  head 
of  their  horses.  I  addressed  the  military  comuiander,  asking,  on  proof 
of  ownership,  their 'stock  be  restored.  Nothing  has  been  done,  while 
these  American  citizens,  both  in  aiiluence  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion,  are  to-day  dex>endent  upon  charity.    ♦    •    ♦'^ 

Consul  Barker,  Sagua  la  Grande,  March  12, 1898 : 

"  ♦  ♦  •  About  a  week  since  I  received  the  first  shipment  of  sup- 
plies, about  20  tons,  being  sent  from  Havana  under  direction  of  the  Red 
Cross  branch  in  that  city.  All  this  I  distributed  among  10  of  the  22 
towns  I  had  managed  to  investigate,  using  none  for  Sagua.  •  •  • 
About  sixty  days  ago  the  mayors  of  these  towns  ftirnislied,  by  request, 
this  office  with  the  number  they  claimed  as  actually  destitute  in  their 
several  municipal  districts,  which  footed  up  over  50,000  persons.  Esti- 
mating a  decrease  from  death  of  10.000  would  leave,  say,  40,000.  •    ♦   •?> 

Consul  Barker,  Sagua  la  Grande,  March  14, 1898: 

**The  inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  valle,  whom  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  will  not  misrepresent  the  case,  •  •  •  shows  that  I  have 
underestimated  the  number  in  my  jurisdiction  In  need  of  relief.  1  beg 
to  increase  the  amount  reqmred,  as  stated  in  my  No.  294,  from  80  to  100 
tons  a  month." 

(Letter  referred  to  implored  medicines  and  provisions.) 

Consul  Barker,  Sagua  la  Grande,  March  24, 1898: 

^*  Closer  investigation  discloses  larger  number  destitute  than  esti- 
mate sent.  Fifty  tons  needful  now.  Distress  far  greater  than  my 
reports  show." 

Consul  Barker,  Sagua  la  Grande,  March  24, 1898: 

<^Sib:  I  visited  seat  of  government  of  this  province,  Santa  Clara, 
where  I  learned  ♦  •  •  that  the  number  of  persons  in  actual  want 
exceeds  any  estimate  I  have  sent  to  the  Department.  The  distress  is 
simply  heartrending;  whole  families  without  clothing  to  hide  naked- 
ness, sleeping  on  the  bare  ground  without  bedding  of  any  kind,  without 
food  save  such  as  we  have  been  able  to  reach  with  provisions  sent  by  our 
noble  people;  and  the  most  distressing  feature  is  that  fully  50  per  cent 
are  ill,  without  medical  attention  or  medicine.  •  •  •  I  have  found 
the  civil  governor  willing  to  lend  every  aid  in  his  power,  but  he  admits 
he  can  do  nothing  bat  assist  with  his  civil  ofi&cers  in  expediting  the 
relief  sent  from  the  United  States.  The  military  obstruct  in  every  way 
possible." 

Translation  of  the  articles  of  General  Bla/noo*s  proclamation  of  the  30th 

Marchy  1898,  suspending  the  reconcentration. 

Abtiole  1.  From  the  publication  of  the  present  proclamation  (bando) 
in  the  Gazette  of  Havana  the  reconcentration  of  country  people  through- 
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oat  the  island  is  hereby  terminated,  and  they  are  anthorized  to  retnrn 
with  their  families  to  their  homes,  and  to  dedicate  themselves  to  all  kinds 
of  agricoltural  labors. 

Abtiolb  2.  The  boards  of  relief  and  all  civil  and  military  aathorities 
shall  furnish  them  the  means  within  their  power  to  enable  the  rural 
population  to  return  to  their  former  places  of  residence,  or  those  which 
they  may  now  select,  facilitating  them  the  aid  which  they  may  respec- 
tively dispose. 

Article  3.  At  the  instance  of  the  council  of  secretaries,  and  through 
the  department  of  public  works,  the  prei)aratiou  and  immediate  resJi- 
zation  of  all  public  works  necessary  and  useful  to  furnish  work  aud 
food  to  the  country  people  aud  their  families  who,  through  lack  of 
meaus,  truck  farms,  or  want  of  agricultural  implements,  may  not  be 
able  to  return  immediately  to  the  fields,  shall  be  proceeded  with,  as 
well  as  the  establishment  of  soup  kitchens,  which  may  settle  and 
cheapen  such  services. 

Article  4.  The  expenses  which  the  compliance  with  this  proclama- 
tion (bando)  may  originate,  as  far  as  they  may  exceed  the  means  dis- 
^>osed  of  by  the  boards  of  relief,  shall  be  charged  to  the  extraordinary 
war  credit. 

Article  5.  All  previous  instructions  issued  regarding  thereconcen- 
tration  of  the  country  people,  and  all  others  which*  may  be  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  compliance  of  this  proclamation,  are  hereby  derogated. 

Havana,  March  3, 189^ 

EAMoii  Blaiico, 


» 


KEFOBT  OF  THE  SPAIHSH  VAVAL  BOASB  OF  DrQUIBT  AS  TO  THE 
CAUSE  OF  THE  SESTEUGTIOH  OF  THE  U.  &  B.  &  MAIHE. 


[TranBlation.] 

So.  33.]  Lbgatiok  op  Spain  in  Washington, 

Waskingtonj  April  2^  1898. 

Mb.  Seobetaby  :  I  have  the  houor,  by  order  of  my  Government,  to 
transmit  to  yonr  excellency  the  fnD  testimony  in  the  inquiiy  instituted 
by  the  maritime  anthority  of  the  Havana  station  by  reason  of  the 
catastrophe  which  befell  the  United  States  ironclad  Maine  in  that  i)ort 
iu  the  night  of  the  15th  of  February  last,  which  awful  misfortune  to 
the  American  people  has  been  so  deeply  and  sincerely  lamented  by  the 
Spanish  Government  and  people. 

I  improve  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Secretary,  to  reiterate  to  your  excel- 
lency the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration. 

Louis  Polo  de  Bernaue. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Sherman, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America^  etc. 
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[Tranalatioii.] 

Station  op  Havana,  1898. 

complete  evidence  in  the  preliminary  proceedoros  in- 
auourateo  on  the  occasion  op  the  catastrophe  v7hich 
bepeial  the  north  american  ironclad  maine,  in  the 
harbor  op  havana,  on  the  night  of  pebruary  15,  189a 

Judge  in  charge  of  the  preparation  of  the  case:  Captain  Don  Pedro 
del  Peral  y  Gaballero. 

Secretary:  Lieutenant  Don  Javier  de  Salas  y  Gonzalez. 

I,  Don  Francisco  Javier  de  Salas  y  Gonzalez,  lieutenant  of  the  first 
class,  secretary  of  the  preliminary  proceedings  instituted  in  consequence 
of  the  blowing  up  of  the  North  American  ironclad  Maine^  of  which  court 
Captain  Don  Pedio  Peral  y  Gaballero  is  the  judge  in  charge,  proceeded 
to  take  the  whole  evidence  in  the  case,  which  I  certify,  and  it  is  as 
follows: 

Station  op  Havana,  1898. 

pbeliminary  pr0ceedin08  instituted  in  consequence  of  the 
explosion  which  took  place  on  the  north  american  iron 
clad  maine  on  the  night  of  february  16, 1898. 

The  proceedings  began  on  the  same  date.  The  judge  in  charge.  Cap- 
tain Don  Pedro  de  Peral.  Secretary,  Lieutenant  Don  Javier  de  Salas. 
A  seal  with  the  words:  ^'Office  of  the  Naval  CommandantrGeneral  of 
the  Station  of  Havana.    Department  of  Justice.^ 

An  explosion,  followed  by  the  burning  of  the  North  American  ironclad 
Maincj  having  occurred  in  this  harbor  at  thirty-five  minutes  past  nine 
o'clock  to-night,  and  in  view  of  the  urgency  of  the  case  and  the  want 
of  officers,  aides  of  the  naval  commandant,  at  the  present  monoient« 
your  excellency  will  proceed,  in  the  capacity  of  judge  in  charge,  to 
institute  the  proper  proceedings,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
the  law  of  naval  military  procedure  now  in  force;  and  you  will  designate 
an  officer  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  of  the  proceedings. 

God  preserve  your  excellency. 

Havana,  February  15,  1898.  Captain  Don  Pedro  del  Peral  y 
Gaballero. 

Havana,  February  15 j  1898. 

Let  this  be  recorded  as  the  beginning  of  these  proceedings. 

Pbdbo  del  Pebal.    [Rubricated. J 

APPOINTMENT  OF  SECBETABT. 

By  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  me  by  the  authority  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  case  in  appointing  me  judge  in  charge,  I  hereby 
appoint  Lieutenant  Don  Francisco  Javier  de  Salas,  who  possesses  the 
necessary  qualifications,  secretary  to  act  as  such  in  this  case. 

Havana,  February  15, 1898.    Pedbo  del  Pebal.    [Babricated.] 

seobetabt's  oath. 

Havana,  Februa/ry  15^  1898. 

Lieutenant  Don  Francisco  de  Salas  being  present,  I  notified  him  oi 
the  appointment  given  him;  and  he,  upon  being  informed  of  it,  accepts 
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it  and  swear»  to  discbarge  its  daties  well  and  faithfully,  and  signs  these 

presents  in  witness  thereof 

Pedbo  del  Pebal.     [Eubricated,] 
Jayieb  de  Salas.    [Bnbricated.] 

DEGREE. 

ITavANA,  February  15^  1898. 

The  judge  in  charge  ordered  the  letter  of  appointment  of  the  judge 
in  charge  to  be  annexed  to  these  proceedings,  and  directed  that  the 
eye-witnesses  of  the  occurrence  and  those  persons  wlio,  by  reason  of 
their  duties,  ought  to  be  best  informed  as  to  the  event,  be  summoned. 
Bis  honor  gave  this  order  before  me,  the  secretary,  who  certify  it. 

Pedro  del  Pebal.    [Rubricated.] 
Javier  de  Salas.    [Rubricated.] 

BEGORD. 

Havana,  February  15 j  1898. 

A  respectful  letter  was  addressed  to  the  authority  having  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  case,  notifying  him  that  Lieutenant  Don  Javier  de  Salas  has 
been  appointed  secretary  for  these  proceedings,  and  requesting  his  ap- 
provaL     I  certify  it. 

Peral.    [Rubricated.] 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Rubricated.] 

DEGREE. 

Havana,  February  15, 1898. 

His  honor  ordered  that  his  excellency,  the  governor-geneal  of  the 
island,  be  requested  to  furnish  an  official  interpreter  that  he  may  render 
assistance  at  the  time  of  the  depositions  of  the  officers  and  sailors  of 
the  American  man-of-war  Maine,  if  he  has  one  available.  His  honor 
gave  this  order  before  me,  the  secretary,  who  certify  it. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Rubricated.] 
Pedbo  del  Pebal.    [Rubricated..] 

PROCEEDINGS. 

Havana,  February  15, 1898. 

A  respectful  letter  was  addressed  to  the  superior  authority  of  the 
island  in  execution  of  the  foregoing  decree.     I  certify  it. 

JA.VIEB  DE  Salas.    [Rubricated.] 
Pebal.    [Rubricated.] 

TESTIMONY  OF  ENSiaN  DON  MANUEL  TAMAYO. 

At  Havana,  Febmary  15, 1898,  the  officer  mentioned  in  the  margin 
appeared  before  the  judge  in  the  presence  of  the  secretary.  His  honor 
admonished  him  of  his  duty,  to  be  truthful,  and  reminded  him  of  the 
penalties  which  he  would  incur  for  the  crime  of  perjury;  after  which  he 
took  the  prox>er  oath,  and  being  questioned  in  conformity  with  article 
142  of  the  Law  of  Naval  Military  Procedure,  said  that  his  name  is  Don 
Manuel  Taniayo  y  Orellano,  unmarried,  26  years  of  age,  a  native  ot 
Cadiz,  and  that  he  has  no  interest  in  the  case  which  is  being  tried. 

Being  asked  to  state  all  that  he  knows  with  regard  to  the  explosion 
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which  ocoorred  an  hour  ago  on  the  American  man-of-war  Maine,  be 
said  that,  happening  to  be  the  officer  of  the  deck  on  board  the  cruiser 
Alfonso  XII,  he  heard,  at  about  half  past  nine  o'clock,  an  explosion  in 
some  place  very  near  his  ship,  which  turned  out  to  proceed  firom  the 
ironclad  Maincy  which  was  anchored  very  near,  and  which  at  that 
moment  was  on  the  port  side  (of  the  Alfonso  XII).  Immediately  cries 
for  help  were  heard,  whereupon  all  the  boats  which  were  in  the  water, 
together  with  the  fifth  boat,  were  sent  to  the  place  of  the  disaster,  as 
well  as  all  the  private  boats  which  were  within  hail  of  the  ship,  and 
succeeded  in  rescuing  from  the  water  twenty-nine  persons,  most  of 
them  severely  iujured,  who  were  conducted  to  the  sick  bay  of  the  ship 
and  were  properly  attended  to, 

All  the  efibrts  made  to  save  more  persons  proved  fruitless,  as  so 
others  were  seen  in  the  water  and  nobody  replied  to  the  shouts  which 
the  boats  directed  to  the  ironclad,  it  being  impossible  to  jump  on  board 
on  account  of  the  continuous  explosions  and  the  imminent  danger 
incurred  in  the  vicinity  of  the  vessel  owing  to  the  increase  of  the  flames, 
as,  for  a  few  minutes  after  the  first  explosion,  which  was  the  loadest, 
the  ship  remained  in  utter  darkness,  without  any  flames  on  the  out- 
side, though  they  appeared  a  little  afterwards.  When  the  first  boats 
returned  with  the  injured  men  they  said  that  the  ship  had  sunk  bj  the 
bow,  with  a  gi*eat  deal  of  injury  to  the  rigging  and  on  the  outside,  and 
that  boats  from  the  Legaspi  had  come  to  her  aid.  The  wounded  men, 
when  questioned  by  the  witness,  said  that  they  could  not  imagine  how 
the  catastrophe  had  occurred.  Being  asked  whether  the  boats  of  his 
ship  patrolled  the  bay  every  day,  the  witness  said  that  one  boat  of  the 
Alfonso  XII  patrolled  every  day  from  sunset  to  dawn,  and  that  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion  the  eighth  boat,  commanded  by  the  second- 
class  sailor,  Jos^  Lopez  Sanchez,  was  on  guard. 

Being  asked  what  instructions  that  commander  had,  he  said  that  he 
had  general  instructions  to  keep  watch  in  the  bay  to  prevent  the  traffic 
of  boats  not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  special  instruc- 
tions to  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  vicinity  of  the  new  floating 
dock 

Being  asked  whether  any  violent  quivering  was  felt  on  board  his 
ship  at  the  moment  of  the  explosion,  similar  to  that  which  is  experi- 
enced during  earthquakes,  he  said  that  nothing  was  felt  except  the 
concussion  of  the  noise,  but  that  the  ship  experienced  no  violent  shock. 

Being  asked  whether  he  has  any  clue  by  which  he  can  form  an  opin- 
ion as  to  the  cause  of  the  explosion,  either  from  what  he  has  heard  or 
from  what  he  himself  has  seen,  he  replied  that,  although  he  saw  the 
explosion,  he  can  not  say  what  caused  it,  nor  has  he  heard  anyone  say 
anything  that  could  throw  any  light  on  the  matter. 

Being  asked  whether  the  Maine  was  lighted  by  electricity,  be  replied 
that  she  was. 

Being  asked  whether  he  knows  whether  any  exercise  was  being  prac- 
ticed on  board  the  American  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  he  said 
he  did  not  know,  but  that  during  the  day  they  appeared  to  him  to  be 
drilling,  as  he  saw  movements  among  her  guns. 

At  this  point  this  deposition  was  suspended,  with  the  reservation  oi 
the  right  to  continue  it  if  necessary.  The  witness  read  it  for  himself, 
affirmed  and  ratified  its  contents,  and  signed  it  in  witness  thereof 
together  with  the  judge,  in  the  presence  of  the  secretary,  who  certifies  it. 

Manuel  Tamato.    [Rubricated.] 
Pedro  del  Pebax.    [Rubricated.] 
Javier  de  Salas.    [Rubricated.] 
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TESTIMOmr  OP  THE  OHIBP  BOATSWAIN,  DON  NICANOB  MAURIS. 

At  Havana  on  the  15th  Febraary,  1898,  appeared  the  person  mentioned 
in  the  margin,  who,  being  informed  as  to  what  he  was  about  to  be  qaes- 
tioned,  swore  to  tell  the  trath,  the  jndge  calling  his  attention  to  the  pencil- 
ties  incurred  by  those  giving  false  testimony,  and  being  asked  the  usual 
questions  prescribed  by  the  law,  he  said  that  his  name  is  Nicanor 
^lauris  y  Garrote,  chief  boatswain,  married,  a  native  of  Galicia,  ot 
fnll  age,  employed  in  the  San  Fernando  Shears-House  with  the  duties 
of  his  rank,  and  that  he  is  not  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the 
case  which  is  being  tried. 

Being  asked  to  state  all  that  he  knows  with  regard  to  the  explosion 
which  took  place  on  the  Korth  American  ship  MainCj  he  said  that, 
after  9.30  p.  m.,  he  heard  a  violent  explosion  in  the  bay;  that  he  lefb 
his  house  immediately,  and  saw  that  it  had  taken  place  on  the  Maine; 
he  noticed  that  a  number  of  lights  were  ascendiilg  in  a  nearly  vertical 
direction,  lights  of  red  and  blue  colors,  which  exploded  with  little  noise 
and  without  much  force.  The  ship  was  in  the  dark  at  that  moment, 
bat,  a  little  afterwards,  flames  became  visible,  and  detonation  resem- 
bling those  of  small  shells,  like  revolver  shells,  began  to  be  heard. 
Immediately  after  the  explosion  the  boats  were  manned  by  order  of  the 
commandant  of  the  shears,  and  went  to  the  place  of  the  accident, 
returning  with  two  wounded  men  in  one  boat  and  four  in  another,  and 
on  the  second  trip,  with  three  in  one  boat  and  two  in  the  other.  These 
injured  men  were  immediately  attended  to  in  the  barracks  of  the  shears. 

Being  asked  whether,  at  the  moment  of  the  explosion,  he  perceived  a 
violent  agitation  of  the  ground,  similar,  if  not  in  its  intensity,  at  least 
in  its  effects,  to  that  produced  by  earthquakes,  he  said  that  he  did  not, 
that  he  noticed  only  the  noise  and  the  brightness  (illumination). 

Being  asked  whether  any  articles  hurled  up  by  the  explosion  fell  in 
the  shears  yard,  he  replied,  ''No,  nor  in  the  neighborhood  either." 

Being  asked  whether  he  knows  anything  or  has  heard  anything  said 
as  to  the  causes  of  the  catastrophe,  he  replied  that  he  knew  nothing 
and  has  heard  nothing  said. 

At  this  point  this  deposition  was  suspended,  with  the  reservation 
of  the  right  to  continue  it,  if  necessary.  The  witness  read  it,  affirmed 
and  ratified  its  contents,  and  signed  it,  with  the  judge,  in  the  presence 
of  the  secretary,  who  certifies  it. 

NiOANOB  Mauris.    |  Rubricated.] 

Febbo  del  Pebal.    [Rubricated.] 
Jayieb  D£  Salas.    [Rubricated.] 

TBSTIMONT  OF  FmST  LIEUTENANT  DON  JULIO   PEBBZ  Y  PEBEBA. 

At  Havana,  on  the  15th  February,  1898,  appeared  in  this  court  the 
officer  mentioned  in  the  margin,  who,  after  being  informed  as  to  what  he 
was  about  to  be  questioned,  swore  to  tell  the  ti  utli,  and  was  admonished 
as  to  the  penalties  incuned  by  those  giving  false  testimony. 

Being  asked  the  questions  prescribed  by  the  law,  he  said  that  his 
name  is  Don  Julio  Perez  y  Perera,  first  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  now  in 
command  of  the  machina  (shears)  of  San  Fernando,  married,  and  of 
full  age. 

Being  requested  to  state  all  that  he  knew  with  regard  to  the  explo- 
sion on  the  Maine^  he  said  that  he  was  standing  at  the  door  of  his 
honse,  situated  facing  the  bay,  of  one  story,  on  the  lands  of  the  navy, 
near  the  machina  of  San  Fernando,  and  that,  as  he  was  necessarily 
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looking  toward  the  place  where  the  Maine  was  anchored,  be  aaw  a 
roost  brilliant  illumination  ascending  from  the  ship  at  the  same  time 
that  a  terrible  explosion  occurred;  that  afterwards,  hearing  shrieks 
and  seeing  smoke,  he  took  the  necessary  steps  to  succor  the  ylctims  who 
might  be  found. 

Being  asked  whether  he  had  any  clue  from  which  the  causes  of  the 
catastrophe  might  be  conjectured,  he  said  that  he  had  none,  but  that 
he  thought  that  it  had  its  origin  in  one  of  the  magazines  of  the  ship, 
from  the  shape  in  which  he  saw  the  smoke,  the  iUuminatioQ,  and  the 
colored  gases  rise  in  the  air. 

Being  asked  if  he  noticed  any  upward  movement  in  the  water  aroand 
the  vessel,  he  replied  that  the  bay  was  perfectly  smooth,  and  that  he 
saw  no  movement  in  the  water  nor  any  disturbance. 

At  this  point  the  present  deposition  was  suspended,  the  witness  read 
it,  affirmed  and  ratified  its  contents,  and  signed  it,  with  the  judge,  in 
the  presence  of  the  secretary,  who  certifies  it. 

Julio  Pebez  t  Pereba*    [Rubricated.] 

Pedbo  del  Pebal.    jBubricated.] 
Javieb  de  Salas.    [Bubricated.] 

TESTIMONY  OF  ENSIGN  DON  JUAN  BAPAI«LO. 

At  Havana,  on  the  15th  February,  1898,  appeared  in  this  cxmrt  the 
officer  mentioned  in  the  margin,  who  was  notified  as  to  what  he  was 
about  to  be  questioned,  and  swore  to  tell  the  truth,  his  attention  being 
called  to  the  penalties  incurred  by  those  giving  &lse  testimony,  and, 
being  asked  the  questions  prescribed  by  the  law,  he  said  that  his  name 
is  Don  Juan  Bapallo  y  Ortis,  ensign  in  the  navy,  serving  on  the  cruiser 
Alfonso  XIIj  unmarried,  of  full  age. 

Being  requested  to  state  what  he  knew  with  regard  to  the  event  in 
question,  he  said  that  while  he  was  resting  in  the  cabin  of  the  ship 
he  heard  a  tremendous  explosion,  the  locality  of  which  he  could  not 
even  conjecture;  that  he  went  on  deck  immediately,  and  saw  the  Maine 
sending  up  flames  and  heard  loud  shrieks  for  help  coming  from  her; 
that  all  the  available  boats  were  sent  from  his  ship  and  the  projectors 
were  lighted. 

Being  asked  whether  he  hnd  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  causes  of 
the  catastrophe,  he  replied  that  he  thought  that  an  explosion  had  been 
begun  in  the  magazines  of  the  ship,  more  probably  in  the  torpedo  mag- 
azine than  in  that  of  the  shells  and  ammunition. 

Being  asked  whether  he  had  seen  that  day  any  manoBUvre  or  move- 
ment indicating  that  some  drill  was  being  conducted,  he  said  that  he 
had  seen  today  a  kind  of  preparation  for  battle,  in  which  all  the  guns 
and  the  boat  drill  had  a  part. 

At  this  point  this  deposition  was  suspended;  the  witness  read  it, 
affirmed  and  ratified  its  contents,  and  signed  it  with  the  judge  in  charge, 
in  the  presence  of  the  secretary,  who  certifies  it. 

Juan  Bapallo.    [Rubricated.] 

Pedbo  del  Pbbal.    [Rubricated.] 
Javieb  de  Salas.    [Rubricated.] 

testimony  of  the  sailob  jos£  balboibo  bey. 

At  Havana,  on  the  15th  February,  1898,  appeared  the  person  men< 
tioned  in  the  margin,  who  was  informed  as  to  what  he  was  about  to  be 
questioned,  and  swore  to  tell  the  truth.    His  attention  was  called  to 
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the  x>6iia1tie8  incnrred  by  those  giving  false  testimony,  and  being  asked 
the  questions  prescribed  by  law,  be  said  that  his  name  is  Josd  Bale- 
cLpo  Key,  sailor  of  the  second  class  in  the  crew  of  the  A  Ij'onso  Xlly 
Tin  married,  20  years  of  age,  and  that  he  has  no  direct  or  indirect  interest 
in  this  case. 

Being  asked  to  state  all  that  he  knew  with  regard  to  the  explosion 
on  the  MainCj  he  said  that  he  was  on  duty  in  the  port  gangway  and 
saw  the  Maine  on  her  starboard  side;  that,  at  exactly  half  past  nine 
O'clock,  he  heard  a  drum  beat  (toque)  on  board  the  American,  as  if  for 
silence,  and  that  it  wanted  a  few  minutes  of  being  a  quarter  to  10  o'clock, 
Tvhen  he  heard  a  tremendous  explosion,  and  saw  a  very  great  blaze,  like 
that  of  many  skyrockets,  going  directly  upwards,  and  then  they  scat- 
tered; that  it  ascended  from  about  the  center  of  the  ship,  although,  at 
first,  be  did  not  know,  and  had  no  idea,  whence  it  came;  that  the  ship 
then  became  dark,  and  that,  near  the  gangway  where  he  was,  a  thing 
resembling  a  large  splinter  fell  in  the  water,  and  that,  immediately 
afterwards,  he  saw  fire  on  the  American  manof-war,  which  was  already 
f^inking,  although  it  did  not  appear  so  at  first,  and  that  all  the  boats 
were  immediately  sent  from  his  ship,  and  brought  back  injured  men. 

Being  asked  whether  he  noticed  any  movement  in  the  water,  he  SAid 
that  he  did  not. 

At  this  point,  this  deposition  was  suspended;  the  witness  read  it  for 
himself,  affirmed  and  ratified  its  contents,  and  signed  it  with  the  judge 
and  secretary,  who  certifies  it 

Josii:  Baleoibo  Bey.    [Bubricated.] 

Pedro  del  Pebal.    [Kubricated.] 
Jayieb  de  Salas.    [Kubricated.] 

testimony  of  the  sailor  J0S]6  grestab  zabaldo. 

At  Havana,  on  the  15th  February,  1898,  appeared  in  this  court  the 
person  mentioned  in  the  margin,  who  was  informed  as  to  what  he  was 
about  to  be  questioned  and  swore  to  tell  the  truth.  His  attention  was 
called  to  the  penalties  incurred  by  those  giving  false  testimony,  and 
being  asked  the  questions  prescribed  by  law,  he  said  that  his  name  is 
Jose  Crestar  Zaraldo,  sailor  of  the  second  class,  apprentice  gunner  in 
the  crew  of  the  Alfonso  XIT^  19  years  of  age. 

Being  requested  to  state  what  he  knew  as  to  the  catastrophe  which 
occurred  on  board  the  Maine,  he  said  that  he  was  on  duty  at  the  castle 
since  8  o'clock  at  night,  and  that  all  at  once,  at  a  little  past  half  past 
nine,  he  heard  a  very  loud  explosion,  and  saw  a  very  bright  blaze,  which 
dazzled  him  at  first,  but  that  he  then  saw  that  it  was  on  the  Maine, 

At  this  moment  tlie  ship  was  seen  to  sink,  and  then  explosions  were 
heard,  continuing  for  some  time;  boats  were  ordered  off  from  the  ves- 
sel and  returned  with  wounded  men.  Being  asked  whether  he  noticed 
any  movement  in  the  water,  he  replied  that  he  did  not;  that  it  con- 
tinued as  calm  as  before. 

Thereupon  this  declaration  was  closed,  and  having  read  it  through, 
and  having  affirmed  and  sworn  to  its  contents,  and  signed  the  same  in 
proof  thereof,  together  with  the  judge  and  the  undersigned  secretary, 
who  certifies  to  the  same. 

Jos£  Cbestab.    [Bnbric] 

Pbdbo  del  Pebal.    [Rubric] 

Jayikb  be  Salas.    [liubric] 
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0ECLABATION  OF  THE  SEAMAN  JOBt  GALLEGO  OABBEBAS. 

At  Havana  on  February  15,  1898,  appeared  before  the  jadge  the 
person  named  in  the  margin  who,  being  advised  of  the  interrogatories 
to  be  pat  to  him,  swore  that  he  would  g^ve  trne  testimony  and  also 
having  been  warned  of  the  x)enalty  of  perjary  and  being  asked  the 
general  interrogatories  required  by  law,  declared  that  his  name  was 
JoB^  Gallego  Carreras,  first-class  seaman  of  the  crew  of  the  Alfonso 
X/J,  and  artillery  apprentice;  that  he  was  19  years  old,  a  native  of 
Mesgardos,  province  of  Corona. 

Being  requested  to  tell  what  he  knew  concerning  the  Maine  disaster, 
he  replied  that  he  was  on  watch  at  the  starboard  gangway,  and  that, 
as  the  Maine  was  on  the  other  side,  he  only  noticed  a  very  load  explo- 
sion, a  great  deal  of  smoke  mingled  with  shining  sparks  and  that  he 
heard  and  saw  nothing  more. 

Thereupon  this  declaration  was  closed,  which  the  declarant  read,  and 
affirmed  and  swore  to  the  same  and  signed  the  same  with  the  jadge 
and  the  undersigned  secretary  who  certifies  to  the  same. 

Jos£  Gaixeoo.    [Babric] 
Pbdbo  del  Peral.    [Rubric] 
Javxbb  de  8 alas.    [Rubric] 

Havana,  February  16^  1898. 

Note. — Don  Luis  Freixedas,  interpreter  of  the  Government,  having 
appeared  in  consequence  of  the  summons  on  page  4,  was  ordered  to 
appear  on  the  next  day,  and  note  is  made  of  the  same  to  which  I,  as 
secretary,  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Rabric] 
Peral.    [Rubric] 

OBDEBS. 

Havana,  February  16, 1898. 

His  honor  directed  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States  should  be 
requested,  through  H.  E.  the  commandant  general,  to  allow  the  pres* 
ence  in  this  court  of  certain  officers  and  seamen  of  the  crew  of  the 
Mainej  survivors  of  the  catastrophe,  in  order  that  their  testimony  might 
be  taken  in  the  present  case.  Thus  his  honor  directs,  in  the  presence 
of  me,  secretary,  to  which  I  certify.    The  interlined  part  is  genuine. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Rubric] 
Pedbo  del  Pebal.    [Rabric] 

Havana,  February  16, 1898. 

ISoTE. — Due  notice  was  given  the  supreme  authority  with  a  view  to 
carrying  out  the  previous  orders  of  the  court. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Rabric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

NOTE  OF  THE  TESTIMONY  OP  DEPUTY  HEALTH  INSPEOTOB  OP  THE 

NAVY  DON  JUAN  LOPEZ  PEBEZ. 

At  Havana,  on  February  16, 1898,  appeared  before  the  judge  and  the 
undersigned  secretary,  the  officer  named  in  the  margin,  who,  being 
advised  of  the  interrogatories  which  were  to  be  put  to  him,  swore  that 
he  would  give  true  testimony,  and  having  been  warned  of  the  punish- 
ment due  to  perjury,  and  having  been  asked  the  general  interrogatories 
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required  bylaw,  replied  that  his  name  was  Don  Juan  Lopez  Perez; 
that  he  was  of  age,  and  deputy  health  inspector  of  the  first  class  of  the 
navy,  and  at  the  present  time  chief  of  the  branch  at  the  station. 

Being  asked  to  declare  what  nnmber  of  wounded  men  coming  from 
the  disaster  on  the  Maine  he  attended  duriug  the  last  night,  and  in 
re^urd  to  the  nature  of  the  wounds  which  he  tended,  he  said  that  he 
assisted  in  and  directed  the  attendance  of  all  the  wounded  that  came 
to  the  ^^Machina,"  giving  bis  attention  on  the  arrival  of  an  adequate 
medical  personnel  to  organizing  the  ambulance  and  direction  services 
as  chief  of  the  health  service  at  the  station.  Being  asked  whether  he 
was  able  to  attend  to  all  these  cases  with  all  the  requisite  implements, 
he  said  <'  Yes,"  for  besides  the  supplies  of  the  navy,  the  army,  and  the 
fire  brigade  several  private  pharmacists  supplied  at  once  whatever 
was  necked.  Being  asked  whether  he  hasheard  either  the  said  wounded 
people  or  the  persons  communicating  with  them  say  anything  in  relation 
to  the  cause  that  may  have  occasioned  the  disaster,  he  said  that  he 
does  not  know  English,  but  he  heard  one  of  the  wounded  men  say  that 
the  cause  of  the  event  was  the  blowing  up  of  the  powder  magazine,  a 
declaration  which  I  did  not  understand  directly  for  the  reason  above 
given,  but  which  I  knew  by  the  medium  of  a  civilian  acquainted  with 
the  language,  who  was  there. 

Being  asked  whether  he  can  give  any  information  as  to  who  that 
civilian  was  and  whether  he  remembered  the  wounded  man  who  made 
the  statement,  he  said  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  say  accurately 
anything,  for  at  that  time  of  confusion  he  endeavored  chiefly  to  attend 
to  the  organization  of  the  service.  Being  asked  whether  he  knows 
approximately  the  number  of  wounded  men  attended  under  his  direc- 
tion, he  said  that  approximately  some  twenty-five  were  attended  in  the 
^^Machina,"  he  directing  that  the  most  seriously  hurt  be  transported  to 
the  San  Ambrosio  hospital,  and  that  those  less  hurt  be  transported 
to  that  of  Alfonso  XIII,  the  injuries  being  generally  the  result  of  wide 
but  not  deep  burns. 

At  this  stage  this  declaration  was  suspended,  the  witness  reading  it, 
fully  afiirming  it,  and  ratifying  its  contents  and  signing  it  with  the 
judge  in  the  presence  of  the  secretary,  who  certified  it. 

Juan  Lopez  Pbbbz.    [Sign  manual.] 

Pedbo  del  Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 
Javieb  de  Saas.    [Sign  manual.] 

OBDEB. 

At  Havana,  on  the  sixteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight,  his  honor  determined  to  address  a  polite  official 
note  to  the  jurisdictional  authority  requesting  for  an  examination  of 
the  bottom  of  the  American  ship  the  requisite  authority  and  assistance. 
So  his  honor  dictated  before  me,  the  secretary,  who  certifies. 

Javieb  de  Saas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

At  Havana,  on  the  sixteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  there  was  delivered  to  the  most  excellent  commander- 
^oiioral  of  the  station  a  polite  note,  in  compliance  with  and  to  the  ends 
of  the  beforegoing  order.    I  so  certify. 

Javeb  DE  Saas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual] 
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DEPOSITION  OF  THE  CHIEF   SURGEON    OF   THE  FLEET  D,   AUGUSTIN 

MACHOBBO. 

At  Havana,  on  the  sixteenth  of  Febrnary,  one  thoaBand  eight  ban- 
dred  and  ninety-eight,  appeared  before  this  court  the  officer  named  in 
the  margin,  who,  being  advised  of  the  object  for  which  his  dex>o8ition 
was  wanted,  swore  to  tell  the  truth,  he  being  reminded  of  the  penalties 
incurred  by  those  who  give  false  testimony,  and  being  asked  the  asual 
question,  declared  himself  his  name  to  be  Don  Augustin  Machorro  y 
Anicuabar,  of  full  age,  physician  in  chief  of  the  navy,  employed  on  board 
of  the  ganboat  Magallanes^  and  married. 

When  asked  whether  he  treated  any  of  the  wounded  men  from  the 
Maine,  and  was  directed,  if  so,  to  tell  the  number  and  kind  of  the 
wounds,  as  well  as  all  that  he  knew  in  connection  with  the  disaster,  he 
said  that  from  the  first  moment  when  he  was  present  on  board  of  the 
Machina  he  treated  several  of  the  wounded,  all  of  them  belonging  to  the 
r'.rew  of  the  ironclad  Maine^  that  they  presented,  as  their  general  charac- 
ter, extensiveand  superficial  burns,  which  covered  almost  all  the  espris^l 
parts,  principally  face,  arms,  and  legs;  that  after  he  had  finished  trea^ 
ing  those  who  were  on  board  of  the  Machina,  in  which  he  was  assisted 
by  several  other  physicians  belonging  to  the  statf,  that  they  likewise 
went  on  board  of  the  cruiser  Alfonso  Xlly  where  he  also  treated  per- 
sons who  had  received  similar  injuries;  that  he  aft'Cvwards  went  on 
board  of  the  American  steamer  City  of  Washington^  where  he  saw  24 
seamen  who  had  received  slight  wounds,  almost  all  of  them  bein^ 
burns  and  contusions  which  had  been  treated  by  the  physicians 
attached  to  the  Maine,  who  was  already  there;  that  those  who  were 
treated  by  him  personally  were  4  or  5  on  board  of  tbe  Machina  and 
the  same  number  on  board  of  the  Alfonso  XIIj  although  we  can  not 
state  the  precise  number.  As  to  the  causes,  he  was  unable  to  say  what 
they  were,  and  when  he  asked  the  surgeon  on  board  the  American  war 
ship,  that  surgeon  told  him  the  same  thing. 

This  deposition  stopped  here  and  the  deponent  read  it  and  ratified  its 
contents,  signing  it  with  his  honor  the  judge  and  with  me,  the  clerk  ot 
the  court,  who  certify. 

Augustin  Machobba.    [Flourish.] 

Pbdbo  DEL  Pabal.   J[Flourish.J 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

DEPOSITION    OF    THE   PHYSICIAN    IN   CHIEF  OF  THE    NAVY,  DON 

OABBIEL  LOPEZ  MABTIN. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1898,  appeared  before 
this  *court  the  aforesaid  officer,  who,  being  reminded  of  the  reason 
why  his  deposition  was  needed,  made  oath  that  he  w<ould  tell  thetmth, 
and  having  been  informed  of  the  penalties  incurred  by  a  person  who 
bears  false  testimony,  he  was  asked  the  usual  preliminary  questions. 
He  said  that  his  name  was  Don  Gabriel  Lopez  Martin ;  that  he  was 
physician  in  chief  of  the  navy,  employed  at  this  naval  station;  that  he 
was  married,  and  of  full  age. 

Being  asked  whether  he  attended  the  wounded  men  yesterd^  who 
had  received  their  wounds  in  consequence  of  the  disaster  to  the  Maine. 
and  what  was  the  number  and  kind  of  said  wounds,  and  being  requested 
to  tell  all  that  he  knew  in  connection  with  the  matter,  he  said  that  when 
he  heard  the  explosion,  in  his  house  in  the  navy  yard  where  he  was, 
and  suspecting  that  it  might  be  some  accident  of  importance  in  the  bay, 
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wbich  lie  did  judging  from  the  direction  in  which  he  saw  the  light  of  tlie 
explosion,  he  went  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  and  having 
there  been  informed  of  the  orders  received  from  the  commandant-gtoeral, 
he  went  on  board  of  the  Machina  and  went  to  her  commander,  placing 
himself  at  his  orders,  and  went  to  the  part  of  the  vessel  occupied  by  the 
sailors  where  the  woanded  were  lodged,  treating  those  who  were  brought 
on  board  alter  he  arrived  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  treating  some  15  or  20  exteu 
sive  burns  of  all  grades  and  in  all  parts  of  the  body,  caused,  for  the  most 
part,  by  the  direct  action  of  the  flames;  he  observed  in  some  of  them 
the  implantation  of  grains  of  powder  in  various  parts  of  their  bodies. 

When  asked  whether  he  had  seen  in  any  seaman  or  wounded  man 
anything  that  could  throw  light  upon  the  causes  of  the  disaster,  he 
said  that  he  heard  from  a  person  who  acted  as  interpreter  that  the 
causes  of  the  disaster  were  not  known,  and  that  he  heard  3  or  4  of  the 
wounded  men  say  that  they  had  no  precise  knowledge  of  the  fact;  that 
only  one,  the  last  one  treated,  whose  wound  was  less  serious,  said  that 
it  must  have  been  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  powder  magazine;  that 
he  did  not  remember  who  the  person  was  who  acted  as  interpreter, 
nor  did  he  remember  who  the  wounded  man  was;  but  he  thought  that 
he  was  taken  immediately  alttTwards  to  the  Hos[)ital  of  San  Ambrosio. 

This  deposition  stopped  here;  deponent  read  it,  ratified  its  contents, 
and  signed  it  with  his  honor  the  judge  and  with  me,  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  who  certifies. 

Gabriel  Lopez.    [Flourish.] 

Pedro  del  Paral.    [Flourish.] 

Javier  db  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

DEPOSITIOK  OF  DON  GUILLERMO  FBRRAGUT,  NAVAL  ENSIGN. 

Id  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1898^  appeared  the 
aforesaid  officer,  who,  being  admonished  concerning  that  which  he  was 
to  be  questioned  upon,  made  oath  that  he  would  tell  the  truth.  He  was 
then  reminded  of  the  penalties  incurred  by  anyone  who  testifies  falsely, 
and  being  asked  the  usnal  preliminary  questions,  he  said  that  his  name 
was  Don  Guillermo  Ferragut  y  Short,  a  native  of  Palma,  Majorca,  22 
years  of  age,  unmarried,  naval  ensign,  doing  duty  on  board  of  the  war 
transport  Legazpi,  which  anchored  in  the  bay  last  night  near  to  the 
Maine. 

AVhen  asked  to  state  what  he  knew  concerning  the  case  before  the 
court,  he  said  that  he  was  doing  guard  duty  on  board  of  his  vessel, 
which  was  anchored  very  near  the  Maincj  and  that  being  in  the  officers' 
room  at  about  half  past  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  he  heard  a  great  noise,  accom- 
panied by  a  very  bright  light,  which  was  caused  beyond  a  doubt  by  a 
tremendous  explosion,  and  also  by  the  fall  of  objects  on  board  and  by 
the  falling  of  a  great  number  of  glasses,  which  from  the  very  first  led 
him  to  suppose  that  a  disaster  had  occurred  on  board.  A  moment's 
reflection,  however,  was  sufficient  to  convince  him  that  the  disaster 
had  not  occurred  on  board  of  his  own  vessel.  He  immediately  ran  up 
on  deck  and  got  there  in  time  to  see  the  things  thrown  into  the  air  by  the 
explosion.  It  produced  a  horrible  efiect  upon  him  to  see  the  Maine  all 
on  fire,  while  continual  detonations  and  explosions  of  minor  importance 
were  going  on,  these  latter  explosions  succeeding  the  first  great  one. 
He  quickly  ran  to  ronse  the  crew  and  they  were  already  up  and  came 
to  meet  him,  all  of  them  without  one  exception,  being  desirous  to  lend 
their  services  at  once.  They  immediately  went  in  the  fishing  boat  and 
the  fifth  boat,  being  unable  to  go  in  the  third  boat  because  that  was 
entirely  submerged.    They  got  into  the  boats  with  extraordinary  rapid- 
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ity;  less  than  Ave  minntes  elapsed  between  the  time  of  the  explosion 
and  the  time  when  the  last  of  the  boats  was  there  rendering  aid.  It 
was  afterwards  learned  that  our  boats  were  the  first  to  arrive.  We 
sent  our  small  boat  to  the  side  of  the  Machina  in  case  the  captain  of 
that  vessel  desired  to  come  on  board.  Being  asked  whether  at  the  time 
when  the  explosion  took  place,  or  soon  afterwards,  he  had  observed  any 
motion  in  the  water  and  whether  the  vessel  suffered  any  shock  or  shak- 
ing up  thereby,  he  said  that  he  had  not  noticed  anything  of  the  kind 
whatever.  Being  asked  what  further  measures  he  took,  he  said:  That 
with  the  men  who  remained  with  him  he  cleared  the  vessel  to  make  ready 
for  a  fire  because  many  inflammable  objects  kept  falling  on  board  of  the 

As  soon  as  these  precautions  had  been  taken,  he  observed  that  the 
third  boat  was  sinking  because  a  board  had  been  knocked  out  of  it, 
whereupon  he  ordered  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  prevent  its 
loss;  that  the  damage  was  caused  by  a  piece  of  iron  apparently  from 
a  platform  such  as  those  which  are  used  for  getting  on  board,  and  that 
also  a  large  piece  fell  on  the  awning,  which,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  seen  at  once,  caused  only  a  few  bui*ns  and  other  slight  injuries ; 
moreover,  many  glasses  in  the  skylights  were  broken.  The  boats  o( 
the  vessel  lent,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  men  in  charge  of 
them,  the  following  services:  The  first  made  fast  to  the  Maine  aft,  took 
up  a  wounded  man,  three  of  the  third  boat,  and  three  more  from  one  ot 
the  American  boats,  without  allowing  it  to  make  fast  alongside;  iu 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  snrgeon  of  the  vessel  was  on  shore,  he  sent  it 
to  the  infirmary  of  the  Machina.  He  made  another  trip  without  any 
result.  The  fifth,  which  was  the  first  that  left,  fcmnd  on  its  trip  two 
men  in  the  water,  whom  it  picked  up,  and  on  reaching  the  vessel, 
another,  whom  it  turned  over  to  the  first  boat. 

After  an  explosion,  which  was  one  of  those  that  followed,  an  officer 
of  the  ship  from  the  Maine^  speaking  Spanish,  ordered  them  not  to  remain 
fastened  alongside.  The  Chinchorro  (fishing  boat)  took  up  7  men,  one 
of  whom  was  very  seriously  wounded,  and  took  them  on  board;  they 
were  supplied  with  clothing  and  were  sent  to  the  Machina  to  have  their 
wounds  treated.  All  the  boats,  moreover,  went  around  the  vessel  sev> 
eral  times  for  the  purpose  of  exploration  and  then  they  all  retired ;  oars 
did  the  same.  A  boat  of  the  Maine  afterwards  came  alongside  with  4 
sailors  in  it,  who  were  supplied  with  clothing  by  the  Spanish  se-amen, 
who  gave  them  their  own,  and  who  also  gave  them  brandy,  and  sent 
them  to  the  Machina  iu  one  of  the  ship's  boats,  the  boat  of  the  Maine 
remaining  on  board. 

This  deposition  stopped  here.  Deponent  read  all  of  it,  ratified  itn 
contents,  and  signed  it  with  his  honor  the  judge  and  with  the  present 
clerk  of  the  court  who  certifies. 

GuiLLEBMO  Febeagut.    [Flourish.] 
Pedro  del  Paual.    [Flourish.] 
Javier  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

JUDICIAL  ACT. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1898,  the  bay  was 
searched  in  order  to  see  if  anything  from  the  explosion  could  be  found. 
Eemnants  of  the  vessel  were  found,  but  no  dead  fish,  which  formed  the 
principal  object  of  this  insx>ection,  the  result  of  which  is  hereby  judicially 
stated. 

Jayier  de  Salas.    [Flourifih.] 
Pabal.    [Flourish.] 
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OBDEB. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  16th  of  Febraary,  1898,  his  honor 
the  judge  having  received  a  communication  from  the  warden  of  the 
morgue  stating  that  it  was  extremely  urgent  that  the  bodies  which 
had  accumulated  in  that  establifihment  from  on  board  the  Maine  should 
be  buried  at  once,  his  honor  decided  to  append  said  communication  to 
the  other  pai)ers  in  this  case,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  in  anticipation 
of  this  case  his  excellency  the  commandant-general  of  the  naval  station 
has  already,  in  all  probability,  made  suitable  arrangements,  he  having 
been  consulted  in  concert  with  the  United  States  consul.  His  honor 
BO  ordered  before  me  the  notary  who  certifies. 

Javieb  be  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pabal.    [Flourish.] 

JUDICIAL  ACT. 

Havana,  February  16y  1898. 

A  communication  was  sent  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  morgue, 
containing  the  foregoing  order,  and  his  communication  was  added  to 
the  other  papers  in  this  case.    I  certify. 

Javtbb  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

DEPOSITION  OF  JOB&   LOPEZ  SANCHEZ,  SEAMAN. 

Tn  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1898,  appeared  before 
this  court  the  above-named  person,  who,  having  been  told  concerning 
what  he  was  to  be  questioned  about,  made  oath  that  he  would  tell  the 
truth,  having  been  warned  of  the  penalty  incurred  by  any  witness  who 
declares  falsely.  Having  been  asked  the  usual  preliminary  questions, 
he  said  that  his  name  was  Jos6  Lopez  Sanchez;  a  second-class  seaman 
belonging  to  the  crew  of  the  Alfonso  XII;  21  years  of  age.  and  unmarried. 
He  stated  that  he  had  no  interest  whatever  in  the  case  oefore  the  court. 

Being  asked  whether  he  was  in  charge  of  the  boat  which  made  the 
round,  he  said  ^^Yes."  Being  asked  what  instructions  he  had  and 
whether  he  was  under  instructions  to  watch  the  bay,  he  said  ^<  Yes,  and 
princmally  near  to  the  dock."  That  near  the  dock  and  without  seeing 
the  Maine  they  heard  the  explosion,  thinking  that  it  was  in  the  dock; 
but  as  soon  as  they  saw  that  it  was  the  American  ship  they  went  near 
it  to  see  if  their  assistance  was  needed.  When  asked  whether  he 
observed  any  motion  of  the  waters  he  said  that  he  had  observed  none. 

This  deposition  stopped  here.  It  was  then  read  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court  and  the  deponent  ratified  it,  making  the  sign  of  the  cross,  because 
he  was  unable  to  write,  with  his  honor  the  judge  and  the  present  clerk 
of  the  court,  who  certifies. 

[A  cross.] 

Pedro  del  Pabal.    [Flourish.] 

JAVIEB  DB  Salas.    TFlourish.] 

OBDEE. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1898,  his  honor  the 
judge,  thinking  proper  to  hear  the  commandants  of  engineers  and 
artillery  of  the  navfi^  station  and  the  commandant  of  the  torpedo  bri- 
gade, in  order  that  he  might  form  a  more  correct  opinion  of  the  fact, 
87 
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resolved  to  convoke  them  in  a  meeting  on  the  17th  instant  at  9  a.  m«    It 
was  so  ordered  by  his  honor  before  me,  the  secretary,  who  certifies. 

Javibb  be  Salab.    [FXoQzifih.] 
Pabax.    [Floorish.] 

JUDICIAL  ACT. 

Havana,  February  l€j  189S. 

Oommnnications  were  addressed  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy-yard 
and  the  commandant  of  the  torpedo  brigade  for  the  pnrx>o8e  stated  in 
the  foregoing  order.    I  certify. 

Javibb  db  Salas.    [Floorish.] 
PABAii.     [Flourish.] 

DBPOSITION  OF  IiNQIQUB  IGLESIAS,  FIBST-OLASS  SBAKAK. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1898,  appeared  the 
person  above  named,  who,  being  told  what  he  was  going  to  be  ques- 
tioned aboul^  made  oath  that  he  would  tell  the  truth,  and  being  warned 
of  the  penalties  incurred  by  any  witness  who  gives  false  testimony,  and 
being  asked  the  usual  preliminary  questions,  he  said  that  his  name 
was  Enqique  Iglesias  Anido,  21  years  of  age,  and  a  first-class  seaman 
on  board  the  Legas^u 

Being  requested  to  state  all  that  he  knew  about  the  explosion  on  board 
the  MaiTiCj  he  said  that  he  was  on  watch  on  deck,  and  that  shortly  after 
half  past  9  o'clock  he  heard  a  tremendous  report  and  saw  fire  near  the 
center  of  the  ship,  which  was  sinking,  and  that  he  then  heard  separate 
reports  for  some  little  time. 

This  deposition  stopped  here,  it  being  read  to  him  by  the  derk,  and 
he  ratifying  its  contents,  making  the  sign  of  the  cross,  being  unable  to 
write,  with  the  judge  and  with  the  secretary,  who  certifies. 

[A  Gross*] 
Pbdbo  del  Pabal.    [Flourish.] 
Javieb  db  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

JUDICIAL  ACT. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  17th  February,  1898,  the  commandant 
of  engineers,  the  commandant  of  artillery,  and  the  commandant  of 
the  torpedo  brigade  of  the  naval  station  having  met,  his  honor  the  judge 
and  the  present  clerk  of  the  court  went  in  a  boat  belonging  to  t£e 
Alfonso  XII^  which  had  been  assigned  to  them  for  this  purpose,  near 
to  the  American  war  ship  Maine  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  an 
ocular  inspection  as  should  furnish  data  that  should  render  it  possible 
to  form  a  correct  opinion,  or  an  approximately  correct  one,  of  the 
occurrence  concerning  which  they  will  sign  a  separate  paper  or  cer- 
tificate. 

In  testimony  whereof,  this  fact  is  stated,  to  which  I,  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  certily. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [FIoutlsIl] 
Pabal.    [FIoutIsIl] 
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Offiob  of  thb  Wabben  of  the  Mobgtte, 

Havana^  February  16, 1898. 

I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  your  honor  that  there  being  a  large  num- 
ber of  dead  bodies  from  the  Maine  in  the  establishment  under  my 
charge,  and  the  decomposition  of  these  bodies  being  not  only  injurious 
to  public  health  but  the  agglomeration  of  corpses  likewise  being  dan- 
gerous, I  trust  your  Excellency  will  order  their  burial,  or  if  not,  that 
you  will  issue  suitable  orders. 

God  guard  your  honor  many  years. 

Fbanoisoo  Obbbgon  Maton. 

To  his  honor  the  Examining  Judge. 

JUBIOIAL  ACT. 

In  the  city  of  Havana  on  the  17th  February,  1898.  Don  Elias  Iriarte, 
commandant  of  artillery,  of  the  navy,  and  chief  officer  of  this  branch  in 
the  naval  station,  Don  Ambrosio  Monterro,  engineer,  chief  officer  of 
engineers  of  the  naval  station,  and  Don  Francisco  Benavente,  naval 
lieutenant,  acting  commander  of  the  torpedo  brigade  of  the  naval  sta- 
tion, before  the  examining  judge  and  the  secretary,  said:  That  from  the 
ocular  inspection  which  they  were  able  to  make  irom  the  boat  there  was 
reason  to  conclude  that  the  explosion  was  one  of  the  greatest  magnitude, 
and  that  it  took  place  in  one  of  the  forward  powder  magazines,  situated 
between  the  foremast  and  the  forward  bulkheads  of  the  boiler  room ;  by 
this  explosion  the  upper  deck  throughout  the  said  extent  was  torn  off 
and  hurled  backwards,  knocking  down  the  smokestacks  and  crushing 
the  superstructure  which  it  found,  and  the  foremast  and  a  portion  of  the 
deck  was  hurled  forward.  The  hinder  part  apparently  sustained  no 
injury,  for  even  the  glasses  of  the  skylights  are  intact,  and  it  m^y  be 
stated  by  way  of  recapitulation,  from  the  effects  observed,  that  the 
explosion  was  on  the  inside.  Until  a  minute  examination  of  the  inside 
and  outside  of  the  hull  can  be  made,  and  until  data  are  available  con- 
cerning the  interior  service  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence — 
until  then  the  undersigned  can  not  state  with  precision  the  form  and 
manner  in  which  the  explosion  took  place. 

Fbancisoo  Denavente.  JFlourish.] 
Ambbosio  Montebbo.    [Flourish.] 
Elias  be  Ibiabte.    [Flourish.] 
Pebbo  BEL  Pabal.    [Flourish.] 
Before  me,  Jayieb  be  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

OBBEB. 

In  the  city  of  Havana  on  the  17th  of  February,  1898,  his  houor, 
the  judge,  knowing  that  on  board  the  mail  steamer  Colon  anchored  in 
the  bay  several  wounded  persons  from  the  Maine  had  been  treated, 
resolved  to  go  on  board  of  the  aforesaid  vessel,  accompanied  by  the 
clerk  of  the  court,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  depositions  of  the 
captain  and  physician,  with  a  view  to  investigating  whether  it  was  pos- 
sible to  learn  the  causes  of  the  disaster  from  the  statements  of  the 
wounded  men.  As  the  persons  in  question  were  not  then  on  board,  his 
honor,  the  judge,  ordered  that  they  should  be  summoned  to  appear 
before  the  court  to-morrow. 

It  was  so  ordered  by  his  honor  before  me,  the  clerk  of  the  court,  who 
certifles. 

Javieb  be  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pabal.    [Flourish.] 
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JUDIOIAL  ACT. 

Hayajva,  February  17^  1898. 

A  commanication  was  sent  to  the  consignees  of  the  mail  steamers  of 
Lopez  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  judicial  act. 
I  certify. 

Jattbb  db  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pabal.    [Flourish.] 

DEPOSITION  OF  DON  LXHS  OAKPS,  OAPTAIN  OF   THE  MAIL   STBAMEB 

COLON. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  18th  February,  1898,  appeared  before 
this  court  the  person  above  named,  who,  being  informed  of  the  matter 
concerning  which  he  was  to  be  questioned,  made  oath  that  he  would 
tell  the  truth,  he  being  warned  of  the  penalties  incurred  by  anyone  who 
bears  false  witness,  and  being  asked  the  usual  preliminary  questions, 
he  said  that  his  name  was  Don  Luis  Oamps  y  Hechevarria,  a  native  of 
Santiago  de  Ouba;  of  full  age,  and  captain  of  the  mail  steamer  Oolanj 
owned  by  the  Transatlantic  Company ;  he  said  that  he  had  no  interest  in 
the  case  before  the  court,  either  direct  or  indirect.  Being  asked  con- 
cerning the  number  of  wounded  from  the  Maine  who  were  cared  for  on 
board  of  the  vessel  under  his  command,  he  said  that  they  were  three  in 
number ;  that  they  were  brought  by  the  boat  of  the  mail  steamer  Mexico, 
of  the  same  company,  two  of  them  being  very  severely  wounded,  and  the 
removal  of  one  of  them  to  the  shore  being  imx>ossibIe;  he  said  that 
the  other  two  were  sent  ashore  after  they  had  received  the  first 
treatment. 

Being  asked  whether  any  of  those  wounded  men  had  made  any  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  disaster,  he  said  that  at  first  they  said  noth- 
ing, but  that  on  the  next  day  the  man  who  had  remained  on  board  of 
his  vessel  said  that  the  disaster  had  been  caused  by  the  explosion  of 
the  boiler  of  the  dynamo.  When  asked  whether  he  knew  the  name 
of  the  wounded  man  who  made  this  statement  and  in  what  capacity  he 
was  employed  on  board  of  the  Maine^  he  said  that  he  thought  his  name 
was  Frank  Freixa,  and  that  he  was  a  Swede  by  birth  and  a  seaman  by 
profession.  When  asked  whether  the  boats  of  his  vessel  went  to  the 
scene  of  the  disaster,  he  said  that  at  the  first  moment  the  boat  that  was 
in  the  water  was  sent,  but  that  it  withdrew  when  the  second  explosion 
took  place  without  having  effected  anything. 

This  deposition  stopped  here,  and  deponent  read  and  ratified  it,  sign- 
ing it  with  his  honor  the  judge,  and  the  present  derk  of  the  coart^  who 
certifies. 

L.  Oamps.    [Flourish.] 
Flourish.' 


Pebbo  del  Paeal. 
Javieb  db  Salas. 


Flourish. 


deposition  of  the    PHYSIOIAN  on  BOABD  of  the  hail  STBAMEB 

COLON,  DON  JOS£  MAB£A  AOUKA. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  18th  of  February,  1898,  appeared 
before  this  court  the  person  above  named,  who,  being  informed 
of  the  matter  concerning  which  he  was  to  be  questioned,  made  oath 
that  he  would  tell  the  truth,  being  reminded  of  the  penalties  incnrred 
by  anyone  who  declares  falsely,  and  being  asked  the  usual  preliminary 
questions,  he  said  that  his  name  was  Don  Jos^  Marfa  Acufia  y  Snares; 
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^  oative  of  Cadiz;  married;  of  full  age,  aud  at  the  present  time  a  phy- 
sician on  board  the  mail  steamer  Colon;  he  farther  stated  that  he  was 
not  interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  case  now  before  the 
coart. 

Being  asked  whether  he  had  treated  any  of  the  wounded  men 
fx*om  the  Maine^  he  said  that  he  treated  all  who  were  brought  on  board 
t;lie  steamer  Colony  who  were  three  in  number,  and  all  of  whom  had 
x*eceived  extensive  boms  of  the  first  and  second  grade,  and  one  of 
^wfaom  had  received  contusions  in  the  occipital  region  and  a  fracture  of 
t.lie  left  clavicle,  and  that  there  was  another  who  could  not  be  taken 
a^liore,  in  whom  a  crepitation  was  observed  in  the  movement  of  the 
lieel  of  the  right  foot,  which  led  him  to  suspect  that  there  was  a  frac- 
'ture. 

Being  asked  whether  he  heard  statements  from  any  of  them  that 
oonld  show  the  cause  of  the  disaster,  he  said  ^^No."  Being  asked 
^w^hether  the  state  of  the  wounded  man  was  then  such  as  to  permit  his 
removal  to  the  shore,  he  said  ^'  Yes."  Being  asked  whether  any  officer 
or  person  from  the  ironclad  Maine  or  from  any  other  American  vessel 
or  any  person  sent  by  the  American  consul  had  come  on  board  of  the 
Colon  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  name  and  class  of  the  wounded 
man,  he  said  ^^No,"  so  far  as  he  knew.  Being  asked  whether  he  knew 
tbe  names  of  the  wounded  men,  he  said  that  he  thought  he  remembered 
only  that  of  the  man  who  was  still  on  board,  which  was  Frank  Freixas. 
The  deposition  stopped  here,  the  witness  reading  it  thoroughly,  affirm- 
ing  and  ratifying  its  contents  and  signing  it,  with  the  judge  aud  sec- 
retary present,  which  I  certify. 

Jose  Mabia  Souna.    [Flourish.] 
Padbo  dbl  Psbal.    [Flourish.] 
JAvnsB  DB  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

OBDEB. 

At  Havana,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight,  the  honorable  Judge  ordered,  to  prevent  the 
approach  of  vessels  to  the  wreck  of  the  Maine^  excepting  war  vessels, 
Spanish  aud  American,  and  those  bearing  especial  permit,  fixing  an 
extent  of  a  hundred  meters  as  a  line  of  protection  round  the  vessel, 
sending  to  that  effect  a  polite  letter  to  the  superior  authority,  in  order 
that  he  should  provide  what  was  proper  with  respect  to  the  patrol  serv- 
ice and  other  guard  duty,  so  that  one  or  several  officers  appointed  for 
the  purpose  might  watch  those  boats  and  recognize  suspicious  vessels. 

His  honor  thus  ordered  before  me,  the  secretary.    I  certify. 

Javieb  db  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pebal.    [Flourish.] 

MINUTE. 

Havana,  the  eighteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  two  letters  were  dispatched  to  the  commander- general 
of  the  port,  to  the  ends  indicated  in  the  above  order.    I  certify. 

Javieb  be  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pebal.    TFlourish. 

deposition  of  pasoual  febbeb,  pobt  pilot. 

At  Havana,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight,  appeared  in  this  court  the  individual  named  in 
the  margin,  who,  notified  of  the  subject  on  which  he  was  to  be  ques- 
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tioned,  swore  to  tell  the  tnith.  He  appeared,  sammoned  orally  a  few 
moments  previous,  and  he  was  informed  of  the  penalties  incurred  by 
anyone  giving  false  testimony,  and  questioned  as  to  his  legal  com- 
petency to  testify.  He  said  his  name  was  Pascnal  Ferrer  y  Juan,  a 
native  of  Palma  de  Mallorca,  a  bachelor,  and  of  age,  who  stated  that 
he  had  no  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  the  cause  being  tried* 

Asked  if  he  belonged  to  the  corporation  of  Pilots  of  the  Port  of 
Havana,  he  said  no,  but  he  is  an  auxiliary  and  coast  pilot. 

Asked  if  it  was  he  that  brought  in  the  American  steamer  City  of 
Washington  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of  February,  and,  if  so,  at 
what  o'clock  did  he  do  it,  he  said  that,  as  auxiliary  and  substitute,  it 
was  his  turn  to  admit  the  steamer  City  of  Wa^hingtonj  about  eight 
o'clock  entering  it  into  port  and  leaving  it  fastened  to  the  buoy  on  the 
port  side  of  the  Maine  about  nine  o'clock. 

Asked  if  he  noticed  anything  irregular  on  the  Maine^  he  said  no,  that 
the  Maine  was  lighted  with  electricity,  and  music  of  accordions  and 
people's  voices  were  heard. 

Asked  to  state  what  he  may  know  about  the  explosion,  he  said  that 
after  anchoring  the  Washington  a  Cuban  young  lady,  who  spoke  Eng- 
lish aud  who  was  a  passenger,  went  to  the  cabin  (c^ara),  where  she 
began  to  play  the  piano,  and  shortly  after  half  past  nine  o'clock,  whOe 
listening  to  her,  he  heard  on  the  Maine  a  noise  as  of  many  rockets,  but 
nothing  came  outside;  that  on  looking  he  saw  a  light  towards  the  bow 
and  simultaneously  a  noise  like  two  cannon  reports;  likewise  Inside, 
followed  by  a  tremendous  noise  and  by  the  flight  through  the  air,  in  a 
most  vivid  fire,  of  the  foremast,  the  deck,  and  a  thousand  things;  that 
then  he  retired,  as  did  all  those  who  were  outside,  to  shelter  themselves 
from  the  shower  of  things  that  were  falling  upon  the  stoamer,  and  when 
they  looked  again  at  the  Maine  they  saw  her  on  fire,  the  bow  sub- 
merged ;  that  this  was  seen  at  the  time  of  the  great  explosion,  and  they 
heard  the  cries  of  the  victims. 

Asked  what  did  his  vessel  do  on  seeing  this,  he  said  that  it  was 
ordered  to  lower  the  boats  to  give  help  in  the  disaster,  and  while  low- 
ering the  first  there  arrived  a  felucca  and  longboat  from  the  Maine  with 
captains  (Jefes),  officers,  and  seamen;  and  after  the  commander  of  the 
MainCj  who  was  in  uniform  and  without  his  cap,  had  spoken  with  the 
captain,  the  latter  came  to  declarer  and  asked  if  he  could  change  his 
anchorage,  as  he  did  not  like  being  there,  to  which  the  deponent  replied 
there  was  no  objection,  loosening  the  chain  and  anchoring  in  firont  of 
the  first  post  of  the  wharf  of  San  Jose.  Asked  if  after  the  explosion 
he  saw  dead  fish  or  knows  if  there  had  been  any,  he  said  no.  Asked 
if  at  the  moment  of  the  explosion  or  some  instants  after  there  was  felt 
any  violent  motion  in  the  water,  he  said  no. 

At  this  point  this  declaration  was  suspended,  it  being  read  by  depo- 
nent, its  contents  being  affirmed  and  ratified,  he  signing  it  with  the 
judge  and  secretary  present.    I  certify. 

Pasoual  F.  Jua^.    [Flourish,] 
Javieb  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

OBDEB. 

At  Havana,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight,  his  honor  directed  to  request  the  commander- 
general  of  the  station  to  obtain  from  the  commander  of  the  Maine  direct, 
or  through  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  capital,  exact  par- 
ticulars  as  to  the  quantity  of  explosive  materials  that  stUl  remain  in 


AFFAIRS   IN   CUBA.  583 

t^lie  unbarnt  portion  of  the  Maine^  in  order  to  proceed,  if  necessary,  to 
tihe  extraction  by  divers  of  the  material  still  existing,  advising  him  to 
xrepresent  to  the  consnl  the  urgency  for  his  reply.  His  honor  proceeded 
tA>  do  so,  before  me,  the  secretary.     I  certify. 

Jaibes  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pebal.    [Flourish.] 

MINUTE. 

At  Havana,  the  eighteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  the  letter  referred  to  iu  the  above  order  was  dispatched. 
I  certify. 

Jaibes  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pebal.    [Flourish.] 

minute. 

At  Havana,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  news  was  received  of  the 
deatii  of  those  of  the  crew  of  the  Maine  that  were  left  on  the  steamer 
Colon.    This  is  made  to  appear  in  the  proceeding.    I  certify. 

Jaibes  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pebal.    [Flourish.] 

MINUTE. 

Havana,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  letters  were  sent  to  the  commanders  of  Alfonso  XII 
and  Legaspi  in  order  to  forward  to  the  court  a  re^port  of  the  members  of 
tiie  crew  of  the  Maine  saved  by  the  men  of  their  vessels  and  of  the  indi- 
viduals on  their  boats  who  may  have  distinguished  themselves  in  this 
work.    I  certify. 

Jaibes  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pebal.    [Flourish.] 

Wae  Tbanspobt  Legazpi,  Commandeb's  Office. 

In  a^nswer  to  your  respected  letter  of  to-day  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  the  number  of  the  wrecked  men  picked  up  by  the  boats  of  this  ves- 
sel belonging  to  the  complement  of  the  battle  ship  Maine  were:  The  first 
boat  went  alongside  the  stern  of  the  Maine  and  picked  up  from  there  a 
wounded  man,  three  from  the  third  boat,  and  three  others  from  one  of 
the  American  boats,  who  were  sent  to  the  Shears  House.  The  fifth  boat 
found  on  the  way  two  men  in  the  water,  and  on  reaching  the  other 
boat  those  that  delivered  it  to  the  first  boat  leaving  the  side  of  the 
Maine  and  in  obedience  to  ord^s  from  an  American  officer.  The  fish- 
ing smack  picked  up  seven  men,  who  were  brought  on  board.  Assist- 
ance was  given  them  and  clothing  famished.  They  were  afterwards 
sent  to  the  Machina. 

A  boat  from  the  Maine  containing  four  of  the  wrecked  sailors  came 
to  the  side  of  the  ship.  They  were  taken  on  board  and  clothing  given 
to  them.  Afterwards  they  were  rubbed  with  rum,  and  a  glass  of 
brandy  was  given  to  each  one  of  them.  After  this  they  were  sent  to 
the  cockpit  of  the  Machina,  as  some  of  them  were  quite  bruised.  The 
boat  was  left  on  board.  The  doctor  of  this  vessel,  second  physician 
Don  Bam6n  Eobles,  as  well  as  the  assistant,  Don  Juan  Aragon,  ren- 
dered from  the  very  first  moment  all  necessary  aid  in  the  infirmary 
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that  was  established  on  the  Machina.  Among  those  who  distingaished 
themselves  I  will  mention  in  the  first  place  the  officer  on  gtuutlf  Mid- 
shipman Don  Onillermo  Farragat,  who,  through  timely  orders,  suc- 
ceeded in  having  in  a  few  moments  all  the  boats  alongside  of  the  Maine^ 
and  the  success  of  saving  the  wrecked  crew  was  due  to  this  rapid  action. 
Regarding  the  boat's  crew,  I  will  mention,  among  those  who  contributed 
efficaciou^y  to  this  end,  the  following:  The  carpenter  of  tilie  vessel, 
Jesus  Pencla,  who,  without  having  any  official  x)osition  in  the  service, 
contributed  effectively  to  the  rescue,  being  the  first  one  to  take  a  boat; 
the  third  boatswains  Niconte  Cortes  and  Andres  Posada,  who  com- 
manded the  first  and  second  boats;  the  coxswains  Ju&n  Grarcla  and 
Sebastian  Martinez,  who  commanded  the  fishing  smack  and  the  fifth 
boat;  the  first  coxswain  Budesindo  Beeciro;  the  second  coxswains 
Jos6  Gkurcfa  Quintoros  and  Jos6  Pena,  and  the  sailors  Pedro  Cer- 
vantes, Miguel  EscondeU,  Ygnacio  Bastarrechea,  Manuel  Vasques. 
Gregorio  Perez,  Diego  Navarro,  Manuel  Soto,  Bernardo  Mauris^ose 
Dominguez,  Andr6s  Otoro,  Felix  Bodriguez,  Domingo  Arenos,  fYan- 
Cisco  Pomares,  Caspar  Melgar,  Lorenzo  Toxer,  Santiago  Prega,  and 
fireman  Manuel  Casal,  all  of  whom  went  in  the  boats;  and  regarding 
the  rest  of  the  crew  I  can  state  that  all  did,  to  the  best  of  their  ability, 
whatever  they  could,  not  only  in  rendering  assistance  to  the  Maine^  but 
in  preventing  this  vessel  from  suffering  the  consequences  of  the  explo- 
sion, helping  in  the  manoeuvre  that  I  deemed  opportune,  namely,  to 
leave  the  buoy  nearest  the  seat  of  the  disaster.  All  the  personnel  that 
were  on  land  returned  to  the  vessel  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I  must  also  state  that  very  timely  aid  was  rendered  to  this  vessel  by 
the  gunboat  Antonio  Lopez^  which  towed  us  until  we  reached  the  ohan* 
nel. 

God  preserve  your  honor  many  years. 

On  board,  at  Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

FBAI70IS00  F.  TisoAi..    [Bubric] 
Senor  Don  Pedbo  bbl  Pebal, 
Captain  of  Frigate  {Oapitan  de  Fragata)^ 

Judge  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  (Juez  Instructor). 

MmuTE. 

Havana,  February  18^  1898. 

Answer  was  received  to  the  communication  sent  to  the  commandant 
of  the  Legaapu,  of  which  reference  was  made  in  the  preceding  minute^ 
and  it  is  filed  with  the  proceedings. 

OBDEB. 

Havana,  February  18^  1898. 

The  judge  of  the  court  decided  to  establish  the  position  of  the  vessel 
in  the  chart  of  the  port,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  this  work  and  to 
gain  time  he  requested  the  commandant  of  the  cruiser  Alfonso  TTI  to 
have  it  done  by  the  navigator  of  his  ship. 

It  was  so  ordered  by  his  honor,  and  to  this  I,  as  secretary,  certify. 

Javieb  de  SALAa    fBubric. 
Pebal.  [Bubric. 
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MINUTB. 

HAYANAy  February  18 j  1898. 

A  comnmnication  was  delivered  to  the  commandant  of  the  Alfonso 
J^II  for  the  purpose  indicated  in  the  preceding  decree. 
I  certify  to  this. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Enbric. 
Pebal.  [Eabric' 

MINUTB. 

Havana,  February  18j  1898. 

The  captain  of  the  Spanish  steamer  Martin  Saenz  was  summoned  to 
appear  and  give  a  dei>osition  in  this  affair.    A  communication  to  this 
effect  was  put  in  the  hands  of  his  consignees. 
I  certify  to  this. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    FBubric. 
Pebal.  [Bubric' 

IIINTJTE. 

Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

Answer  was  received  to  the  communication  referred  to  in  the  pre- 
ceding minute,  said  consignee  stating  that  the  steamer  Martin  Sa^nz 
had  left  the  x>ort.  In  view  of  this  a  new  communication  was  addressed, 
requesting  that  they  inform  this  court  of  the  itinerary  of  said  vessel, 
in  order  to  summon  her  captain. 
I  certify  to  this. 

Javieb  be  Salas.    [Enbric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

OBDEB. 

Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

Having  received  a  communication  from  the  consignees  of  the  steamer 
Martin  Saenz,  his  honor  ordered  that  it  be  filed  with  these  proceedings, 
and  that  the  naval  aid  of  Matanzas  be  instructed  to  take  the  deposition 
of  the  captain  of  the  said  steamer;  and,  in  order  that  it  be  done  with- 
out delay,  the  judge  ordered  that  a  telegram  be  sent  to  the  naval  aid, 
informing  him  of  this  resolution. 

It  was  so  ordered  by  his  honor,  and  I,  as  secretary,  certify  to  it. 

Javtbb  be  Salas.    [Bubric] 
Pebal.    [Bubric] 

MINTJTE. 

Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

Everything  contained  in  the  preceding  order  was  carried  out,  and  a 
communication  was  sent  to  the  naval  aid  of  Matanzas,  inclosing  a  copy 
of  the  questions  to  be  answered. 
I  certify  to  this. 

Javtbb  be  Salas.    [Bubric] 
Pebal.    [Bubric] 
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MINUTB. 

Havana,  February  19^  189S. 

The  coxswains  of  the  boats  of  the  Alfonso  XII  and  Legazpu^  who  went 
to  the  rescue  of  the  victims^  were  summoned  to  give  their  depositions 
in  this  matter. 
I  certify  to  this. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Bubric] 
Pebal.    [Kubric] 

MnnjTB. 

Havana,  February  I9j  1898. 

The  captain-inspector  of  the  house  of  M.  Pinillos  &  Company  ap- 
peared in  person  and  verbally  repeated  all  that  he  previously  said  in 
writing  regarding  the  departure  and  itinerary  of  the  steamer  Martin 
Sa^enZj  and  that  the  boat  which  the  captain  took  was  that  of  the  cox* 
swain,  Andres  Mugica,  called  Alfonsito. 
I  certify  to  this. 

Javieb  be  Salas.    [Bnbric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

MINtJTE. 

Havana,  February  19y  1898. 

The  coxswain  of  the  boat  Alfonsito^  Andres  Mugica,  was  verbally 
summoned  to  appear  and  give  his  deposition. 

I  certify  to  this. 

Javieb  be  Salas.    [Bnbric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

MINUTE. 

Havana,  February  19^  1898. 

Several  communications  were  filed  with  these  proceedings,  viz,  four 
from  his  excellency  the  naval  commander  of  the  province;  another 
approving  the  appointment  of  secretary;  another  from  the  commander 
of  the  cruiser  Alfonso  XIIj  giving  an  account  of  the  accident,  and 
referred  to  the  court  by  the  proper  authorities,  and  another  of  this 
court,  which  was  returned  to  be  filed  with  these  proceedings  after 
having  been  passed  upon  by  the  proper  authorities.  The  commani- 
cations  of  his  excellency  the  naval  commandant  of  the  province  are: 
First,  inclosing  another  from  the  naval  subdelegate  of  Oasa  Blanea, 
accompanied  by  a  list  of  articles;  second,  accompanying  a  death  oer- 
tificate  of  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Maine  on  board  of  the  Colony  and 
giving  account  of  same;  third,  transmitting  an  official  communication 
accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  action  of  the  captain  of  the  said  steamer, 
and,  fourth,  requesting,  as  a  representative  of  the  life-savers,  a  list  of 
those  distinguishing  themselves. 

I  certify  thereto. 

Javieb  de  Sai^s.    [Babric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

Office  of  the  Oommandant-Genebal  op  the  Navy 
OF  THE  Station  of  Havana.    Bubeau  of  Jitstioe. 

I  approve  your  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Don  Francisco  Javier  da 
Salas  y  Gonzalez  as  secretary  of  the  court  having  in  hand  the  proceed- 


AFFAIRS   IN   CUBA.  587 

ings  bronght  about  by  the  explosion  on  board  the  American  war  ship 
Maine,  which  I  say  to  Y.  H.  that  it  may  be  recorded  in  the  said  pro- 
ceedings and  in  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  15th  instant. 
God  preserve  T.  H.  many  years. 

Mantebola.    [Rubric] 
Hayana,  February  16,  1898. 

To  the  Judge  Don  Pedro  del  Peral,  captain  of  frigate,  commander 
of  the  cruiser  Marques  de  la  Unsenada. 

'  Court  op  Inquiby. 

I  beg  you  will  so  provide  that  the  captain  of  the  Spanish  steamer 
Martin  Sa>enz  consigned  to  you  shall  appear  in  this  court  at  2  p.  m. 
to* day,  to  depose  in  the  proceedings  I  am  conducting  by  reason  of  the 
catastrophe  of  the  Maine. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

Pedbo  del  Pebal,  Judge.    [Bubric] 
Messrs.  Saenz  y  Gompania. 
Gommunication  nineteen. 

We  can  not  grant  the  request  of  Y.  H.,  as  we  would  gladly  do,  because 
the  steamer  Martin  Saenz  left  this  port  a  moment  ago  for  Matanzas. 
God  preserve  Y.  H.  many  years. 

Havana,  February  19, 1898.         L.  Saenz  t  OompaIJia.    [Rubric] 
To  the  judge. 

COUET  OP  INQUIET,  OFPICE  OP  THE 

Oommandant-Genebal  op  the  Station. 

I  beg  you  will  furnish  me  with  the  itinerary  to  be  followed  by  the 
Bteamer  consigned  to  you,  Martin  Saenz,  and  the  probable  time  of  her 
arrival  and  departure  at  and  from  the  ports  where  she  will  touch,  so 
as  to  summon  her  captain. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

Pedbo  del  Pebal,  Judge.    [Rubric] 

Messrs.  Saenz  y  Gompania. 

Communication  nineteen. 

She  will  reach  Matanzas  to-night;  will  leave  there  to-morrow,  the 
twentieth,  in  the  afternoon  for  Gienfuegos,  where  she  will  arrive  on  the 
twenty-third,  remaining  one  day.  From  here  she  will  go  to  New  Orleans, 
whence  we  do  not  yet  know  with  certainty  whether  she  will  go  to 
Europe  or  return  to  this  port. 

God  preserve  Y.  H.  many  years. 

L.  Saenz  y  Compa!?ia. 

To  the  judge. 

Office  of  the  naval  commandant  and  harbor  master  of  the  port  of 
Havana  transmits  a  communication  from  a  naval  subdelegate  of  Casa 
Blanca  regarding  the  assistance  rendered  the  crew  of  the  battle  ship 
Maine,  accompanied  some  articles  and  a  list  of  the  saved. 

Most  ExceUent  Sir:  The  naval  subdelegate  of  Oasa  Blanca,  in  a 
communication  dated  on  yesterday,  writes  me  as  follows: 

Most  Excellent  Sir :  Last  night,  at  about  nine  thirty- five  o'clock,  there 
was  heard  a  heavy  detonation  in  the  harbor,  and  supposing  that  some 
unfortunate  accident  had  occurred,  I  immediately  proceeded,  accompa- 
nied by  Doctor  Don  Baltazar  Moas,  of  this  ward,  to  the  cruiser  Alfonso 
XII,  in  order  to  render  such  assistance  as  might  be  necessary,  sending 
at  the  same  time  bandages  from  the  lire  department,  as  well  as  some 
stretohers,  for  any  service  that  might  be  required. 
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I  returned  a  short  time  afterwards  and  invited  Dr.  Don  Amado  de 
los  Onetos  to  join  me.  He  ^acefolly  offered  his  services,  and  having 
noticed  that,  due  to  the  prevailing  wind,  the  whole  shore  was  covered 
with  objects  belonging  to  the  man-of-war  Maine^  where  the  catastrophe 
had  occurred,  I  requested  the  authorities  of  this  place  to  render 
whatever  assistance  they  could  to  prevent  abuses,  and  the  military  com- 
mander ordered  that  some  of  the  volunteers  of  the  marine  corps  belong- 
ing to  this  section  should  go  on  guard  at  different  posts.  The  com- 
mander of  public  order  also  plac^  a  half  dozen  policemen,  with  the 
same  object  in  view.  I  afterwards  joined  the  watchman  of  this  ward 
and  the  commandant  of  the  public  order  already  mentioned,  both  of 
whom  aided  me  the  whole  day  and  night,  as  they  are  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  this  coast,  until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  I  pat 
six  men,  paid  out  of  my  own  purse,  in  three  small  boats  in  order  to  save 
everything  belonging  to  the  vessel  already  referred  to,  and  to  pick  tip 
the  bodies  that  might  be  floating.  Five  of  these  and  a  piece  of  the  chest 
of  another  were  picked  up;  all  of  which  I  sent  to  the  Machina.  I  also 
sent  in  a  launch  that  was  lent  to  me  by  the  heirs  of  P.  Gamiz  the  arti- 
cles contained  in  the  list,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  your  excel- 
lency. 

These  articles  were  transferred  in  the  afternoon  to  the  lighter  attached 
to  the  stern  of  the  cruiser  Alfonso  XII.  Besides  these  articles,  there  was 
a  package  of  letters  and  documents  in  foreign  language,  a  watch  case, 
apparently  of  gold,  and  a  piece  of  white  kid.  The  captain  of  the  cutter 
Olaya  (folio  1019),  Don  Manuel  Yillegas,  and  his  companion,  D.  Bosendo 
Martinez,  delivered  at  this  subdelegation  an  undershirt  in  bad  condi- 
tion, inside  of  which  there  was  a  watch  and  chain,  apparently  of  g^old, 
bearing  the  number  331134  on  both  sides,  and  marked  B.  W.  C.  x  O. 
Warranted,  14  K,  with  the  glass  completely  broken,  and  the  works 
stopped.  Also  two  caps,  a  leather  case,  with  a  wooden  one  inside,  con- 
taining surgical  instruments;  this  box  bears  the  name  of  the  makers, 
George  Tiernaum  &  Company,  107  Park  Bow,  New  York.  I  send  these 
articles  to  your  excellency,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  caps  and 
the  undersMrt,  which  were  delivered  with  the  others  mentioned  in  the 
list  to  the  cruiser  Alfonso  XII,  All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  bring 
to  the  knowledge  of  your  excellency  for  such  action  as  you  may  deem 
expedient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  refer  all  this  matter  to  your  excellency,  with  the 
original  list  mentioned  above;  the  last  six  articles  named  in  said  list  I 
send  you,  the  others  having  been  taken  yest^day  to  the  Machina  and 
transferred  to  the  launch  belonging  to  the  stem  of  the  Alfonso  XII. 
And  conceived  it  a  duty,  of  which  the  fulfilment  gives  him  much  pleas- 
ure, to  recommend  to  the  superior  authority  of  your  excellency  both 
the  conduct  observed  by  the  subdelegate  of  marine  of  Oasa  Blanca, 
Don  Emilio  Labade,  who  has  demonstrated  once  more  in  this  occasion 
the  interest  and  great  zeal  which  distinguishes  him  in  all  the  acts  of 
the  service,  and  in  a  manner  very  special  the  honorable  conduct  of 
Manuel  Yillegas  and  Bosendo  Martinez,  master  and  mate  respectively 
of  the  guard-ship  Olalla. 

God  guard  your  excellency  many  years. 

Havana,  the  16th  of  February,  1898. 

Luis  Pastob  y  LAimoKE.    [Flourish.] 

His  excellency  the  Sr.  Oommandante-General  of  the  station,  Provi- 
dencia. 

With  the  annexed  report  is  forwarded  to  the  Sr.  Fiscal  of  the  same 
Havana,  the  18th  of  February,  1898. 

Manteboijl    [Flourish.] 
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Beport  of  tbe  effects  collected  on  the  shore  by  the  Gasa  Blanca 
«uid  conveyed  by  the  launch  Salvador  to  the  war  ship  Alfonso  Xlly 
l>elonging  to  the  American  cmiser  Maine^  destroyed  by  an  explosion 
the  night  of  February,  1898. 


A  case  conserves  containing  12  boxes. 

A  case  conserves,  with  10  boxes. 

48  boxes  biscuit. 

12  biscuit  boxes,  empty. 

1  American  flag. 

1  Italian  flag. 

2  signal  flags,  with  staff. 

1  signal  flag,  American,  with  staff. 

1  bucket  twisted  tobacco. 

2  empty  barrels. 

2  cloths. 

1  square  copper  jng. 

1  cane  chair  in  bad  condition* 

10  mattresses. 

4  pillows. 

1  rudder. 

3  painted  stuffs  for  awning. 

5  painted  canvass  for  clothing. 

2  sailcloth  awnings  with  masts. 
1  broom. 

1  sailcloth  hammock. 

1  empty  case  containing  a  flowered  Jug. 
A  roll  of  goods  and  several  pieces  of 

sail. 

2  whisks. 

8  brushes  for  hitumen. 
An  empty  valise. 
A  pair  of  spatterdashes. 
15  black  caps. 

6  pair  socks. 
1  pair  shoes. 
1  pair  boots. 

Small  empty  box  with  broken  hinges. 
1  sail-cloth  poach. 
1  sail-cloth  Dag. 
Sponge  of  cannon* 
6  blankets. 


18  white  sail-oloth  trousers. 

16  white  sail-oloth  shirts. 

17  blue-cloth  shirts. 
16  jackets  blue  drill. 

14  pair  blue  woolen  trousers. 

2  uniform  jackets. 

2  cloth  caps. 

Sundry  pieces  linen. 

4  pieces  of  regalia. 

6  fragments  of  hammock. 

An  empty  jar. 

A  small  cnartel. 

94  small  bags  with  24  salvidadas. 

A  cloth  (hayaja). 

A  compound  of  metallic  doth. 

A  piece  of  canister. 

A  wooden  stanchion. 

A  piece  stanchion. 

A  plane. 

A  scale. 

A  piece  of  painted  wood. 

A  leather  case  enclosing  one  of  wood 
containing  surgical  instruments,  a  metal 
plate  in  the  upper  part  having  the  fol- 
lowing inscription:  *' Genito  -  Urinari. 
Case  Medicinal,  department  U.  S.  N.'' 

A  watch  with  chain,  apparently  gold, 
with  the  number  on  both  Uds  331134, 
mark  B.  W.  C.  X.  C.  Warranted,  with 
crystal  completely  broken  and  works 
stopped. 

A  memorandum  book. 

Package  papers  and  letters  and  sundry 
photographs. 

A  watch  case,  apparently  gold,  with  the 
number  603273. 

A  piece  white  kid. 


Oasa  Blanga,  17th  February^  1898. 

The  Snbdelegado  Emtlio  Layate  :    [Flonrish J 
A  seal  which  says  Subdelegation  de  Marine  of  Casa  Blanca.    Mili- 
tary Gommandancy  of  Marine  and  Captaincy  of  the  Port  of  Havana. 

THOTlCm  OF   THE  DEATH   OF   THE    SAILOB   OF    THE    AMEBIOAN  WAS- 

8HIP  MAINE,  FBANK  FISOHEB. 

Your  Excellency:  I  regret  to  have  to  inform  yonr  excellency  of  the 
death,  at  12.30  this  day,  of  heart  failnre,  of  the  sailor  of  the  American 
warship  Maine^  Frank  Fischer,  who  was  bronght  to  this  ship  on  the 
night  of  the  blowing  up  of  the  said  ship.  Which  I  have  the  honor  to 
commanicate  to  Y.  E.  for  your  superior  resolution^  adding  that  as  soon 
as  the  said  information  was  communicated  to  this  ship  a  special  boat 
from  this  vessel  received  the  corpse  and  brought  it  to  the  vessel  for  the 
disposition  of  the  judge  instructor  in  the  matter  of  the  catastrophe  of 
the  Maine, 

God  guard  your  excellency  many  years. 

Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

Lxns  Pastos.    [Flourish.] 
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His  ExceUency  Gomandante-General  of  tlie  Station  Providence. 
The  accompanying  document  addressed  to  the  Sr.  Fiscal,  of  Havana, 
February  18, 1898. 

Manx£BOLA«    [Flourish.] 

Steamer  Colon. 

The  undersigned,  physicians  of  this  ship,  declare  that  at  12.30  to-day 
there  died  in  our  hospital  Franck  Ficher,  who  was  wounded  in  the  acci- 
dent to  the  Maincy  in  consequence  of  heart  failure,  which,  by  sudden 
complications,  caused  his  decease.  He  received  the  last  spiritual  min- 
istratioDs  appropriate  to  his  failing  condition,  to  which  witness  is  given 
with  regret, 

God  guard  your  excellency  many  years. 

Bay  of  Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

Jose  Mabia  Aouna. 
Amadbo  Abias. 

8r.  Captain  of  the 


Flourish.] 
FlourishJ 
Steamer  uolan. 


Cruiser  Alfonso  XII  Captaincy.    Number  909 : 

Your  Excellency:  I  regret  to  inform  your  excellency  that  last  night 
the  American  war  ship  Maine  exploded  and  sank  in  the  neighborhood 
of  this  vessel.  Immediately  seven  vessels  were  sent  to  render  the  neces- 
sary assistance,  together  with  the  guard  ship  AUmsitOy  the  property  of 
Andres  Mogica  Chacharra,  which,  from  the  first  moment,  was  placed 
under  our  orders.  Twenty-nine  persons  were  rescued  from  tiie  water, 
most  of  them  with  severe  wounds  and  bruises,  who  were  relieved  by  the 
Martin  Sa^ez  and  the  Casa  Blancaj  and  others  arriving  afterwards,  to 
offer  assistance. 

The  increasing  heat  made  it  impossible  to  board  the  American  ves- 
sel or  to  rescue  a  great  number  in  spite  of  the  most  desperate  exertions, 
and  the  incessant  explosions  of  war  material  endangered  their  lives. 
As  we  were  about  quitting  the  scene  of  the  catastrophe  Y.  E.'s  order 
arrived  to  wateh  the  ship,  for  which  purpose  Antonio  Lopez  was  placed 
under  my  orders,  who  towed  us  and  anchored  us  to  ground  ways  fTo.  1. 
During  all  the  night  the  fire  continued  on  the  Mainej  watoh  being  kept 
around  her.  In  the  morning  more  aids  were  sent.  This  is  what  I  have 
the  honor  to  commuuicate  to  your  excellency  in  fulfillment  of  my  daty. 

God  guard  your  excellency  many  years. 

A  bordo, 

Havana,  16th  February,  1898. 

Manubl  de  ElisA.    [Flourislu] 

His  excellency  commander-general  of  the  station. 

Providence.  Address  to  the  Sr.  Fiscal  of  the  same.  Havana,  Feb* 
ruary  18, 1898.  [Flourish.]  Military  command  of  marine  and  captaincy 
of  the  port  of  Havana. 

OFFIOIAL  BEPOBT  OF  THE  OAPTAIN  OF  THE  MAHi  STBAHEB  OOLON 
OF  EFFECTUAL  SUOOOBS  TO  THE  SAILOBS  OF  THE  OBTTISEB 
MAINE. 

Your  Excellency:  The  captain  of  the  Government  mail  boat  Colon 
under  date  of  to-day  writes  to  me  as  follows: 

.  Your  Excellency :  The  undersigned,  captain  of  the  mail  boat  Colon^  has 
the  honor  to  inform  Y.  E.  that  at  10  o'clock  last  night,  afber  the  explosion 
on  the  American  battle  ship  Maine,  aids  were  dispatched  from  tius  boat 
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and  the  Mejico^  and  the  latter  brought  three  wounded  sailors,  John 
Oafhe,  gnnner,  Washington  Cook,  who  were  brought  to  this  hospital, 
and  Frank  Fischer,  sailor,  who  remained  on  board  because  the  surgeon 
of  the  vessel  did  not  think  him  fit  to  be  moved.  According  to  the  report 
made  to  me  to-day  that  the  gravest  symptoms  have  disappeared  he  may 
be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  Y.  E.  Annexed  I  have  the  honor  to 
add  the  medical  reports  which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  Y.  E. 
for  what  action  he  may  deem  proper  in  the  matter  of  the  unfortunate 
accident  to  the  war  ship  Maine. 

It  is  my  duty  to  add  that  the  captain  of  the  ship  informed  me  ver- 
bally that  the  wounded  man  was  in  a  very  serious  condition,  for  which 
xeason  he  was  not  disposed  to  disembark  him. 

God  guard  Y.  E.  many  years. 

February  16, 1898. 

Litis  Pastor.    [Flourish.] 

His  excellency  Sr.  commander-general  of  the  station. 
Providence.    With  the  annexed  documents  presented  to  the  Sr. 
FificaL 
Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

MONTSBOLA.    [Flourish.] 

At  2  this  morning  the  wounded  man,  Frank  Fischer,  showed  a  reac- 
tion, whioliL  at  this  hour,  8  in  the  morning,  still  continues.    Being  no 
longer  in  the  immediate  danger  which  caused  his  presence  in  our  hos- 
pitfd  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  remove  him  to  whatever  place  you  may 
decree.  Which  is  communicated  for  your  information  and  other  effects. 
God  guard  your  excellency  many  years. 
Bay  of  Havana,  February  16, 1898. 
The  surgeons, 

Amadeo  Abias.    [Flourish.] 
Jos£  MabIa  Aouna.    [Flourish.] 

In  the  hospital  of  this  ship,  and  about  10  o'clock  last  night,  we 
attended  for  the  first  time  two  whito  and  one  colored  sailor  of  the  Korth 
American  battle  ship  Maine,  whose  cases  present:  The  whito,  Frank 
Fischer,  burns  of  first  and  second  grade  all  over  his  face,  anterior  part 
of  chest  and  abdomen,  upper  extremities,  and  both  feet.  There  is 
observed  also  a  great  swelling  of  the  right  tarso-tibio  joint,  extending  all 
over  the  foot  which  prevented  us  from  localizing  the  seat  of  the  malig- 
nant soft  rattling  which  was  perceptible  on  the  movements  communicated 
by  the  extension  and  flexion  of  the  foot  over  the  leg,  and  perceived 
more  distinctly  toward  the  heel.  The  second  of  the  sailors,  John  Ooffe, 
whito,  like  the  former,  presented  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  head  and 
near  the  occiput  and  on  the  left  side  two  contused  wounds,  one  lineal. 
about  four  centimetors  in  length,  extending  over  all  the  soft  parts  except 
tiie  periostio.  The  other  contiguous  to  the  first  and  more  to  the  left 
and  lower  down,  was  of  irregular  outline  and  bruised,  aiL&actuous  and 
extended  to  the  bone  including  the  periostio. 

'So  perceptible  wound  or  symptom  of  cerebral  disturbance.  The  same 
person  had  in  the  antorior  part  of  the  head  a  slight  erosion  of  small 
importance  and  a  fracture  of  the  outer  extremity  of  the  left  olavicula. 
There  were  also  burns  of  the  first  grade  on  the  arms  and  shoulders. 
The  negro  named  Washington  has  wounds  of  first  and  second  grade 
over  his  whole  face,  neck,  and  anterior  region  of  chest  and  upper 
extremities*    The  general  condition  of  the  two  last  wounded  men  was 
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Buffidently  good  for  them  to  be  removed  to  a  conyenient  place.    On  the 
contrary,  the  condition  of  Frank  Fischer  is  such  that,  considering  the 
possible  grave  contingencies  of  a  remoyal,  we  have  ordered  that  he  be 
placed  in  the  hospital^  which,  with  the  natural  regret  that  we  feel,  is 
communicated  to  you. 
Qtod  guard  your  excellency  many  years. 
Bay  of  Havana,  February  13, 1898. 
The  surgeons, 

Amades  Asias.    [Bubric] 
Jose  Mabia  Aounia.    [Bubric] 

EXAJONINa  OOUBT  OF  THB 
OOMBEANDINa  GENERAL  OF  DOOK-YABDS. 

Excellency:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Y.  £.  that,  in  order  to  con- 
tinue the  hearings  in  the  matter  of  the  lamentable  accident  to  the  North 
American  battle  ship  Maine^  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  survivors  of  the  said  ship,  and  having  received  notice  that 
among  these  were  the  commander  of  the  vessel  and  various  officers,  it 
would  be  proper  to  take  the  declaration  of  the  first  and  the  declarations 
of  two  or  three  of  the  officers.  For  this  purpose  I  address  myself  to 
Y.  £.,  in  order  that  you  may  be  good  enough  to  decide. 

Qod  guard  Y.  E.  many  years. 

Havana,  February  16, 1898. 

Pedbo  BEL  Pebal.    [Bubrio.] 

His  Excellency  the  Oommander-Gteneral  of  the  Dockyard. 

OBDBBS. 

The  presents  shall  be  transmitted  to  H.  E.  the  illustrious  Governor- 
General  of  this  island,  requesting  the  appearance  of  all  the  parties  in 
interest,  and  that  the  present  document  be  returned  to  the  examining 
judge  in  the  case. 

Havana,  February  16, 1898. 

MAI7TEBOLA.     [Bublic] 

Office  of  the  military  commandant  of  marines  and  of  the  captain  of 
the  port  of  Havana.  To  duly  comply  with  the  wish  of  the  Spanisli 
society  for  saving  the  lives  of  sailors,  which  I  represent  in  this  idand, 
and  in  order  that  the  distinguished  deeds  may  not  remain  unknown 
and  unrewarded,  performed  by  those  who  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  had 
been  enabled  to  take  part  in  the  rescue  of  the  survivors  of  the  Maine, 
as  the  result  of  its  explosion,  I  address  myself  to  you  in  order  that  yon 
might  be  good  enough  to  inform  me  of  their  names  and  acts  which  were 
worthy  of  reward. 

God  guard  you,  etc, 

Bepresentative  general,  Lms  Pastob, 
Examining  judge^  in  the  investigation  oonceming 

the  explosion  on  the  Maino, 
Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

BEOLABATION  OF  OABO  DE  IIAB  DE  PBIMEBA  mOUEL  BABBAB. 

Havana,  February  19, 1898,  there  appeared  in  this  court  the  person 
named  in  the  margin,  who,  having  been  advised  concerning  the  Inter- 
rogatories to  be  made,  declared  on  oath  that  he  would  speak  the 
truth,  and  having  been  further  advised  of  the  punishment  inooired  by 
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one  swearing  falsely  and  having  had  the  nsaal  qaestions  required  by 
law  pat  to  him, declared  as  follows:  That  his  name  was  Migael  Barbar 
y  Soriano,  Cabo  de  mar  de  primera,  employed  as  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
cmiser  AI/ot^so  XII ;  that  he  was  31  years  old,  married,  and  declared 
that  he  had  no  interest  direct  or  indirect  in  the  investigation  which 
was  now  being  conducted. 

Being  asked  whether  he  proceeded  in  command  of  any  boat  from  the 
vessel  on  which  he  was  employed  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  vic- 
tims of  the  Maine^  and  that  he  should  tell  what  he  did  for  them,  he 
replied  that  on  hearing  the  explosion  he  sprang  up  and,  on  learning 
what  had  occurred  and  hearing  the  order  to  man  the  boats,  he  went  by 
the  ^^tang&n^  to  the  first  lifeboat  of  his  vessel,  of  which  he  was  the 
captain,  in  which  six  mariners  and  second  gunner's  mate  Dominguez 
embarked. 

The  declarant  going  in  his  drawers  and  shirt,  as  no  time  was  allowed 
for  him  to  dress  himself.  That  he  reached  the  American  vessel  with 
difficulty,  since  there  was  much  timber  and  wreckage  floating  in  the 
water,  and  that  on  reaching  it  they  passed  to  the  port  side  about  mid- 
ships, passing  for  this  purpose  over  the  remains  of  the  vessel,  across 
the  prow  and  between  what  remained  of  the  vessel  and  the  foremast, 
which  was  now  in  the  water;  that  he  passed  under  the  stern  of  the 
sixth  lifeboat  of  the  Alfonso  XIIj  which  was  likewise  there,  and  which 
delivered  to  him  eight  wounded  men,  all  taken  from  on  board  the  Maine 
by  the  sailors  of  the  Alfonso  XII;  that  he  then  proceeded  with  them 
to  his  vessel  in  order  that  they  might  receive  attention,  and  going  all 
the  sooner  because  a  sailor  of  the  Maine^  whom  he  could  not  see,  but 
whom  he  thought  was  a  machinist  of  the  first  class,  told  them  that  they 
should  leave  and  get  out  of  the  way,  because  there  was  danger.  On 
reaching  his  vessel,  after  placing  the  wounded  on  board,  they  undertook 
the  task  of  unmooring  their  vessel  in  order  that  it  might  change  its 
anchorage. 

Being  asked  whether  he  noticed  any  movement  in  the  water,  he 
answered  that  as  they  were  going  he  did  notice  it,  caused  by  the  raiu 
of  articles  which  fell,  still  on  fire,  and  by  the  commotion  of  the  explo- 
aion.  Thereupon  this  declaration  was  closed,  and  having  read  it  he 
affirmed  the  same  and  swore  to  its  contents,  signing  it  with  the  judge 
and  the  secretary  now  present,  who  certified  the  same. 

MiGUSL  Babbab.    [Bubric.] 
Pedbo  BEL  Pbbal.    [Bubric] 
Javibb  db  Salas.    [Bubric] 

DECIiABATIOK  OF  BOaALIO  UFOBT  Y  BOHBVEBBIA. 

Havana,  on  February  19,  1898,  appeared  in  this  court  the  person 
named  in  the  margin,  who,  having  been  advised  of  the  interrogatories 
to  be  put  to  him,  swore  that  he  would  speak  the  truth,  and  who,  like- 
wise warned  of  the  danger  incurred  by  perjury  and  being  asked  the 
nsual  questions  required  by  law,  declared  that  his  name  was  Bogalio 
Ufort  y  Echeverria,  a  native  of  Maninos,  Ferrol  Bead,  26  years  old,  a 
bachelor,  and  brother  of  the  owner  of  the  boat  Carmen^  which  was 
manned  that  same  night,  having  declared  that  he  had  no  interest  in 
the  examination  now  being  conducted,  he  was  asked  whether  on  the 
night  of  the  15th  he  carried  the  captain  of  the  steamer  Martin  Saenz  to 
the  JEmtraro.  He  replied  that  on  that  day,  at  4  in  the  evening,  he  pro- 
ceeded firom  the  Ban  Jos^  wharf,  where  the  Martin  Saenz  was  moored, 
to  the  EugtrwrOj  which  was  moored  at  Friscornia,  opposite  to  the  Belot 
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sugar  refinery,  and  that  on  his  way  there  he  passed  ronnd  the  Matne^ 
without  perceiving  anything. 

Being  asked  at  what  hour  he  returned  from  the  JEtutrarOj  and 
whether  he  knew  anything  of  the  Maine  explosion,  he  replied  that  on 
that  day  about  9  o'clock  he  was  carrying  the  captain  of  the  Martin 
Saenz  from  the  Eustraro  to  the  Ban  Jos^  wharf,  when,  being  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  50  or  60  meters  from  the  Maine^  and  in  a  line  therewith 
on  the  port  side,  he  felt  the  explosion,  and  some  of  the  objects  began  to 
fall  around  the  boat,  but  none  therein^  and  that  they  splashed  the 
captain  and  the  declarant,  but  that  they  did  not  notice  any  more  move- 
ment in  the  water  than  that,  he  and  the  captain  sheltering  themselves 
under  the  awning  and  proceeding  slowly  toward  the  San  Jos^  wharf 
on  seeing  that  nothing  further  occurred.  He  did  not  see  whether  the 
vessel  sank  or  no,  as  they  were  only  occupied  in  getting  out  of  the  way. 
Thereupon  this  declaration  was  closed,  and  he,  having  read  the  same, 
and  aifirmed  and  sworn  to  the  truth  of  its  contents,  signed  with  the 
judge  in  the  presence  of  the  secretary  who  certifies. 

UoGiLio  UsFOBT.    [Sign  manuaL] 

Pedbo  dbl  Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 

DEPOSITION  OF  THE  BOATMAN  AITBBLIANO  IfUGIOA. 

At  Havana,  the  nineteenth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  appeared  the  individual  named  in  the  margin,  who,  being 
informed  as  to  what  he  was  to  be  interrogated  about,  swore  to  tell  Uie 
truth  with  a  knowledge  of  the  penalties  imposed  upon  those  who  give 
false  testimony,  and  the  usual  questions  being  put  to  him,  he  said  that 
he  is  and  calls  himself  Aureliano  Mugica  y  YaJencia,  native  of  Bermeo, 
thirty-three  years  old,  married,  boatman,  manning  the  boat  called 
AlonsitOj  who  declared  that  he  had  no  interest  whatever  in  the  cause 
which  is  being  investigated. 

Being  asked  to  declare  what  he  knew  about  the  explosion  occarriog 
in  the  Maine^  he  said  that  shortly  after  half-past  six,  with  another  com- 
panion, he  went  toward  the  Emtrara  to  see  if  the  machinists,  his  coun- 
trymen, should  want  to  come  to  land.  They  told  him  no,  and  that  he 
eat  and.  drank  there  a  little,  coming,  shortly  after  a  quarter  past  nine, 
towards  land,  hearing  that  from  the  Segaspo  they  gave  him  the  boat 
ahoy,  replying  loud,  perceiving  at  this  moment  a  very  vivid  flash  and 
a  very  gi'eat  detonation,  such  as  has  never  been  greater,  and  when  he 
recovered  from  the  fright  he  heard  cries  and  went  towaras  the  Alfonso 
XIIj  where  he  gave  the  alarm  and  where  they  called  him  to  go  in  aid 
of  the  victims;  that  there  embarked  there  an  officer  and  a  petty  officer 
and  they  went  towards  the  Maine^  picking  up  at  its  larboard  ride  two 
wounded  who  were  swimming  and  supported  on  tables  on  the  water, 
taking  them  to  the  Alfonso.  And  in  this  state  this  dei>osition  was  sua- 
pended,  reading  it,  and  signing  it,  and  ratifying  it  in  foil,  signing  it 
with  the  judge  and  secretary  present,  which  I  certify. 

AuBELiAKO  MuaAOi.    [Sealed.] 

Pedbo  del  Pbbal.    [Sealed.] 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sealed.] 

DEPOSITION  OF  THE  OABO  DE  MAB,  THE  FIBST  JOSE  ENSEHATA* 

At  Havana,  the  nineteenth  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
ight,  appeared  in  this  court  the  individual  mentioned  above,  who  being 
iformed  of  what  he  was  to  be  interrogated,  swore  to  tell  the  truth,  and 
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doing  80  with  a  knowledge  of  the  penalties  visited  upon  those  who  swear 
falsely.  Being  asked  the  general  qaestions,  he  said  he  was  and  called 
himself  Jose  Ensenata  Bubio,  first  Oabo  de  Mar,  enlisted  in  the  crew  of 
the  Alfonso  XII,  who  declared  that  he  had  no  interest,  direct  or  indi- 
rect, in  the  canse  nnder  investigation.  Being  asked  what  he  knew 
about  the  explosion  occurring  in  the  Maine^  he  said  that  he  was  lying 
down,  although  awake,  in  the  cockpit,  and  that  upon  hearing  the  detona- 
tion he  went  up  on  deck,  embarking,  by  order  of  the  officer  of  the  guard^ 
in  the  boat  of  which  he  is  master,  going  immediately  to  the  Maine. 

Being  the  first  boat  to  arrive,  coming  alongside  its  starboard  side,  at 
the  fiAshion  pieces;  that  in  the  roundhouse  of  the  American  (vessel) 
there  were  some  ten  or  twelve  men  that  he  saw  who  had  been  thrown 
into  the  water,  grasped  at  the  hosa  of  his  boat:  that  he  took  them  out 
of  water  and  already  in  his  boat  he  saw  that  tney  had  been  wounded; 
that  at  this  moment  arrived  Alferez  de  Navio  D.  Ouillermo  Oolmenares 
in  a  Quadraa  and  he  jumped  aboard  remaining  already  at  his  orders; 
sheering  oft  in  a  little  while  because  no  one  more  was  seen  going 
aboard ;  and  in  this  state  this  deposition  was  suspended,  being  read  by 
himself,  signing  and  ratifying  it  in  full  and  signing  it  with  the  judge 
and  secretly  present;  which  I  certify. 

Jose  Ensenata.    [Sealed.] 
Pedbo  del  Pbbal.    [Sealed.] 
Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sealed.] 

DEOBEE. 

At  Havana,  nineteenth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  coming  the  judge,  who  from  the  depositions  of  the  sailing  masters 
could  deduce  nothing  as  to  the  cause  of  what  happened,  all  of  their 
depositions  being  to  the  same  effect,  he  decided  not  to  take  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  rest  of  the  cabos  de  mar  (petty  officers)  in  charge  of  the 
boats  of  the  cruiser  Alfonso  XII  and  tkgazpi,  '  He  decided  as  well  to 
take  the  deposition  of  the  quartermaster  of  the  steamship  Colon  and 
certain  persons  of  the  Alfonso  Xfl,  who  were  on  the  left-hand  side, 
according  to  advices  of  the  court.  His  lordship  thus  decreed  before 
me,  the  secretary,  which  I  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sealed.] 
Pebal.    [Sealed.] 

PBOOEDUBB, 

Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

There  were  cited,  by  official  notification,  the  quartermaster  of  the 
OoUmj  through  his  consignees,  and  verbally,  the  persons  on  the  cruiser 
Alfonso  XIL    I  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sealed.] 
PBBAii.    [Sealed.] 

PBOOEDUBE. 

Havana,  February  20, 1898. 

It  appears  judiclallv  that  the  quartermaster  of  the  steamship  OoUm 
did  not  appear  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  to-day,  February 
tweiitie4»h,  siceariiag  to  the  summons  issued.    I  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    (Sealed. 
Pebal.    [Sealed.] 
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DEGREE. 


At  Havana,  Febraary  twentieth,  eighteen  handred  and  nmety-a^hty 
the  presiding  jndge  resolved  to  send  a  private  commonicatton  to  the 
jorisdictional  authority,  giving  it  an  account  of  the  gen^tU  aspect  of 
the  case  and  of  the  resume  of  impressions  that  can  be  deduced  from  the 
work  in  this  case,  in  order,  if  it  should  be  thought  proper,  to  torn  it 
oyer  to  the  Government  of  His  Majesty,  and  to  annex  to  these  proceed- 
ings a  copy  of  this  letter  as  proof.  Thus  his  lordship  declared  before 
me,  his  secretary,  which  I  certify. 

Javier  db  Salas.    [Sealed.] 
Feral.    [Sealed.] 

COURT  OP  INSTRUCTION. 

Excellent  Sir:  Thinking  it  proper,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
unfortunate  accident  occurring  to  the  !North  American  ironclad  Maine 
to  anticipate,  although  in  reserved  character,  something  of  that  which 
in  brief  will  form  part  of  the  opinion  of  the  fiscal  (attorney- general) 
upon  that  which  I  undersign,  and  in  case  your  excellency  should  think 
it  opportune  and  proper  to  inform  the  Government  of  Her  Majesty 
thereof,  I  have  the  honor  to  express  to  your  excellency  that  firom  the 
judicial  proceedings  up  to  to-day  in  the  matter,  with  the  investigation 
of  which  you  charged  me  immediately  after  the  occurrence  of  the  catas- 
trophe, it  is  disclosed  in  conclusive  manner  that  the  explosion  was  not 
caused  by  any  action  exterior  to  the  boat,  and  that  the  aid  lent  by  our 
officers  and  marines  was  brought  about  with  true  interest  by  all  and  in 
a  heroic  manner  by  some. 

It  alone  remains  to  terminate  this  dispatch  that  when  the  court  can 
hear  the  testimony  of  crew  of  the  Maine  and  make  investigation  of  its 
interior  some  light  may  be  attained  to  deduce,  if  it  is  possible,  the  tme 
original  cause  of  the  event  produced  in  the  interior  of  the  ship.  God 
guard  your  excellency  many  years. 

Havana,  Apnl  20, 1898. 

Pedro  iteL  Pbral.    [Sealed.] 
EscopiA  Jayier  db  Salas.    [Sealed.] 

Excellent  sir,  Oommandant-general  of  the  apostadero  a<]ljutancy  of 
marine  of  the  district  and  captaincy  of  the  port  of  Matanzas: 
I  return  to  Your  Excellency  the  annexed  extract  finished  in  the  cai>- 

tain  of  the  Spanish  ship  Martin  Sainz.    D.  Jose  Manuel  Ozamiz.    Gkxi 

guard  your  excellency  many  years. 
Matanzas,  February  20, 1898. 

Juan  Yionan.    [Sealed.] 

Judge  instructor,  Captain  of  the  Frigate  Don  Pedro  Peral^  Don  Pedro 

del  Peral  y  Caballona,  captain  of  the  frigate  of  the  Armada,  Judge 

instructor  of  the  proceedings  instituted  with  regard  to  the  explosion 

which  took  place  on  board  the  North  American  ironclad  Maine: 

To  the  military  adjatant  of  marine  of  the  district  of  Matanzas,  I 

respectfully  salute  and  make  known  that  in  the  indicated  proceedings 

it  has  been  decided  to  receive  the  depo.sition  of  the  captain  of  the  steam- 

ship  Martin  SainZj  who  has  his  residense  tberein,  and  to  this  end  I 

address  your  excellency  this  letter  in  order  to  exhort  and  require  you 

in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty,  and  to  ask  and  charge  you  in  mine,  that  as 

soon  as  it  is  within  your  power  you  acknowledge  receipt  and  devote 

youraelf  to  carrying  it  out,  taking  the  deposition  in  conformity  to  the 
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annexed  interro^tory  in  accordance  with  the  questions  set  forth  in  it, 
and  others  which  may  be  derived  therefrom  and  may  be  pertinent,  and 
nrhen  sworn  to  return  the  same  to  me  with  its  resalts;  then  having 
done  this  yon  will  administer  justice  which  I  giving  obligation  to 
another  as  well  as  to  your  excellency  when  it  should  be  necessary. 
Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

Pedbo  del  Pebal.    [Sealed.] 

Questions  to  which  the  person  interrogated,  whose  examination  is 
solicited,  must  be  subjected:  First,  the  usual  general  legal  questions. 
Second,  if  he  went  to  visit  in  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of  the  present 
month  the  captain  of  the  steamship  EusJcaro,  and  at  what  hour.  Third, 
at  what  distance  did  you  pass  from  the  North  American  ironclad  Maine 
when  you  went  toward  the  Eustaro^  and  if  you  observed  anything  on 
the  Maine  which  attracted  your  attention!  Fourth,  in  what  boat  did 
you  go,  and  the  name  or  names  of  its  crewf  Fifth,  at  what  hour  did 
you  return  to  the  Uustraroy  if  you  did  so  in  the  same  boat;  at  what 
distance  did  you  pass  from  tbe  Maine ;  if  you  observed  fire  signals, 
how  much  time  approximately  did  you  see  the  fire  before  the  explosion ; 
who  talked  with  the  member  or  members  of  the  crew  of  the  boat,  and 
tell  all  the  phenomena  that  were  presented,  with  the  largest  number  of 
details  possible.  The  chief  (jefe)  having  charge  of  the  taking  of  these 
interrogatories  will  ask  such  questions  as  he  may  consider  pertinent 
and  which  may  be  deduced  from  the  declarations  of  the  captain. 

Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

Pbdbo  del  Pebal.    [Seal.] 

Don  Juan  Yignan  y  Yigmor,  Oaptain  of  Frigate  of  the  Amada,  adjutant 
of  marine  of  the  district,  and  captain  of  the  port  of  Matanzas: 
Nomination  of  secretary  having  to  undertake  the  annexed  command 
in  the  captain  of  the  steamer  Martin  Sainzj  anchored  to-day,  day  of  the 
date  in  this  port.  I  have  nominated  secretary  of  this  cause  M.  Antonio 
Marzol  y  Jiosa,  who  is  possessed  of  the  necessary  qualifications. 
Matanzasy  February  20, 1898. 

Juan  Yionan.    [SeaL] 

AOOEPTATION  ANB  OATH  OF  SEOBBTABY,  AT  MATANZAS^  FEBBUABT 

20, 1898. 

Present,  the  secretary. 

He  caused  to  be  made  known  the  nomination  which  resulted,  and 
being  informed  thereof,  as  well  as  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  took  oath 
to  discharge  thenrwell  and  faithfully,  subscribing  with  me  these  pre- 
sents for  record. 

Antonio  Monzel.    [Sealed.] 
Juan  Vignan.    [Seated.] 

OBDEB. 

Matanzas,  February  20^  1898. 

Annex  the  interrogatories  to  this  record  and  summon  the  captain  of 
the  steamer  Martin  Saenz  to  appear  to  give  evidence  as  is  proper. 

Juan  Vignan.    [Rubric] 
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mhojte. 

In  Matanzas,  on  Febraary  20, 1898, 1  record  that  tlie  said  captain  of 
the  steamer  Martin  Saenz  was  sammoned  to  answer  the  interrogatories 
at  the  head  of  these  proceedings.    I  certify  thereto. 

Antonio  MASZAii*    [Bubric] 
ViGNAN.    [Rubric] 

DEPOSITION  OF  DON  JOSE  MANUEL  GZAJflZ. 

In  Matanzas,  on  the  20th  of  February  ot  1898,  before  the  jadge  and 
me,  the  Bccretary,  appeared  Don  Jos6  Manuel  Ozamiz.  His  honor,  after 
instructing  the  deponent  of  his  obligation  to  tell  the  truth,  and  of  the 
I>enalty  inlicted  by  the  code  on  the  offense  of  false  swearing  in  a  criminal 
cause,  administered  to  him  the  oath,  which  he  took  according  to  law, 
and  replying  to  the  first  question  of  the  interrogatories,  said  that  his 
name  was  Jos6  Manuel  Ozamiz,  a  native  of  Bilboa;  the  son  of  Manuel: 
43  years  of  age;  married;  a  member  of  the  Boman  Apostolic  Catholic 
Ghnrch,  and  at  present  captain  of  the  Spanish  steamer  Martin  Saem, 

Being  interrogated  in  the  words  of  the  second  question,  he  said  that 
the  day  about  which  he  was  asked,  he  went  to  visit  the  captain  of  the 
steamer  Eustraro  about  4  p.  m.,  on  which  vessel  he  dined* 

Being  interrogated  with  the  words  of  the  third,  he  said  that  he 
passed  near  the  Eegla  warehouses  and  about  a  cable's  length  from  the 
battle  ship  Maine^  and  he  saw  nothing  to  attract  his  attention. 

Being  interrogated  in  the  words  of  the  fourth,  he  said  that  the 
cutter  in  the  service  of  the  company  (and  he  is  ignorant  of  the  name 
of  the  master,  although  the  house  to  which  the  vessel  was  consigned 
there — Messrs.  L.  Sainz  &  Oompania  ought  to  know  it — which  house 
can  also  give  the  name  of  the  master,  the  only  one  on  boi^)  (8io\. 

Being  intorrogatod  in  the  terms  of  the  fifth,  he  answered  that  be  left 
the  Eustraro  to  go  on  board  his  own  vessel  about  9.30  at  night  on  the 
same  cutter  and  with  the  same  master. 

On  passing  the  Begla  warehouses,  as  he  was  coming  from  the  direction 
of  Triscornia,  where  the  steamer  was  anchored,  to  his  own,  which  was 
at  the  San  Jose  warehouses,  he  passed  about  a  cable's  length  from  the 
Maine^  and  he  suddenly  saw  a  great  light  bursting  from  the  vessel  and 
almost  instantly  heard  a  great  explosion.  The  man  at  the  oara  arose 
frightened,  embraced  the  deponent,  and  got  under  the  awningr  of  the 
cutter,  and  after  he  had  recovered  from  his  fright  they  proceeded  to  the 
Martin  Saem^  at  the  San  Jose  wharf.  Being  asked  if  he  hesurd  one 
explosion  or  more,  he  replied  that  he  only  heard  one,  and  that  after- 
wu^s  flames  were  seen  all  over  the  vessel. 

Being  interrogated  if  he  had  anythiug  further  to  state,  he  aaid  he 
had  not;  that  what  he  had  stated  is  the  truth  under  the  oath  taken. 

And  his  deposition  being  read,  he  found  it  correct  and  signed  it  to 
record,  together  with  the  judge  and  the  subscribing  secretary. 

Jose  Manuel  de  Ozahis.    [Eabric] 
Juan  Vignan.    [Rubric] 
Antonio  Mabsal.    [Buorio.] 

MINUTE. 

Matanzas,  FOtruary  20^  1898. 

The  judge  ordered  these  proceedings  to  be  sent  to  the  jadge  who 
issued  the  interrogatories.    An  entry  was  made. 

Antonio  Nabsat.    [BahricL] 
Vignan.    [Bubric] 
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ICINUTB. 

HAVANA)  Februoflry  20,  1896. 

Tbe  commniiication  to  which  the  foregoing  proceedings  refer  was  sent 
together  with  the  said  copy.    I  certify  thereto. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Babric] 
Peral.    [Babric] 

MINX7TB. 

Havana,  February  20 j  1898. 

An  official  commnnication  was  sent  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy- 
yard  and  the  commandant  of  the  Magallenes  requesting  them  to  trans* 
niit  to  this  court  a  statement  of  the  assistance  rendered  to  the  victims 
of  the  Maine  and  of  the  men  that  may  have  distinguished  themselves. 
I  certify  thereto. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Bubria] 
Perajl.    [Bubric] 

ORDER. 

In  Havana,  on  February  twentieth  of  1898,  his  honor  ordered  that 
several  photographs,  conveying  an  idea  of  the  efifects  of  the  explosion, 
be  attached  to  the  proceedings.   I  certify  thereto. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Bubric] 
Peral.    [Bubric] 

ORDER. 

In  Havana,  on  February  twentieth  of  1898,  the  chart  of  the  port  of 
Havana,  showing  the  location  of  the  Maine,  and  the  interrogatories 
answered  by  the  captain  of  the  Spanish  steamer  Martin  Saenz  having 
been  received  in  this  court,  his  honor  ordered  that  they  be  annexed  to 
the  proceedings.  He  also  ordered  that  the  chief  diver  of  the  port  be 
summoned  to  appear  and  depose  as  to  the  nature  of  the  bottom  and 
depth  of  the  harbor  at  the  place  where  the  Maine  rests,  and  as  to  the 
prevailing  wind  at  the  time  of  the  catastrophe.  His  honor  so  ordered 
before  me,  the  secretly,  who  certifies  thereto. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Bubric] 
Peral.    [Bubric] 

MINUTB. 

Havana,  February  20, 1898. 

Everything  contained  in  the  foregoing  order  has  been  complied  with, 
and  I  certify  thereto. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Bubric] 
Peral.    [Bubric] 

minute. 

Havana,  February  20, 1898. 

After  notice  Arom  the  commander  of  the  Maine,  the  court,  at  10.30 
a.  m.  went  on  board  the  North  American  steamship  Mangrove  to  confer 
with  the  said  gentleman,  who  expressed  his  desire  that  his  honor  should 
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witness,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Maine,  the  work  of  the  official  diver  who 
would  go  down  on  that  day  to  begin  the  inspection  of  the  bottom 
toward  the  bow,  completely  submerged.  The  court  was  transferred  to 
the  said  vicinity  in  a  boat  from  the  Machina  of  San  Fernando,  and 
witnessed  the  descent  of  the  diver  at  11.15  o'clock,  who  reappeared  at 
11.45.  The  second  officer  of  the  MainCy  who  arrived  at  this  moment, 
stated,  after  speaking  with  the  diver,  that  the  latter  had  seen  a  good 
deal  of  mud,  adding  that  the  work  would  be  continued  at  1  p.  m.  At 
the  said  hour  the  court  again  met  at  the  same  place,  and  at  1.50  the 
diver  went  down  again,  coming  up  at  3.15,  bringing  up  with  him  a  cop- 
per cylindrica]  tube  of  thin  plates,  some  40  cen.  in  length  by  15  in  diam* 
eter.  The  diver  again  went  down,  coming  up  in  a  short  while,  withoat 
making  any  statement  whatever  of  importance.  And  in  order  that  a 
reoord  be  made,  a  minute  is  entered,  to  which  I,  the  secretary,  certify. 

Javter  de  Salas.    [Bubric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

OBDER. 

In  Havana,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  February  of  1898,  his  honor 
ordered  that  an  attentive  official  communication  be  sent  to  the  com- 
mandant-general of  the  station,  requesting  him  to  again  authorize  the 
inspection  of  the  bottom  of  the  Maine  by  the  divers  from  the  navy-yard, 
and  to  annex  a  copy  of  that  communication  to  these  proceedings  for 
record.  His  honor  bo  ordered  before  me,  the  secretary,  who  certifies 
thereto. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Bubrio.] 
Pebai..    [Eubric] 

MINUTE. 

Havana,  February  21j  1898* 

The  foregoing  order  was  complied  with.    I  certify  thereto. 

Javier  de  Salas,    [Bubric] 
Peral.    [Rubric] 

DEPOSITION  OF  THE  CHIEF  DIVER  OF  THE  PORT,  DON  FBANOISCO 

ALDAO. 

In  Havana,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  1898,  there 
appeared  in  this  court  the  party  summoned  on  the  margin,  who,  being 
advised  of  the  matters  upon  wliich  he  was  to  be  interrogated,  made 
oath  to  tell  the  truth,  he  being  also  informed  of  the  penalties  incurred 
by  him  who  declares  falsely  under  oath. 

Being  asked  the  usual  preliminary  questions,  he  said  that  he  was 
named  Francisco  Aldao  y  Sixto,  a  native  of  Galicia,  of  lawful  age^ 
the  chief  pilot  of  the  port,  and  that  he  had  no  interest  whatever, 
direct  or  indirect,  in  the  matter  in  hand.  Being  asked  the  draft  of 
the  battle  ship  Maine^  the  depth  of  water  at  the  anchorage,  the  class 
of  moorings,  the  nature  of  the  bottom,  the  fluctuation  of  the  tide,  the 
state  of  the  latter  on  the  night  and  hour  of  the  occurrence,  and  the 
prevailing  wind  at  that  moment,  he  answered  that  according  to  the 
statement  of  the  commander  to  the  pilot  who  brought  him  in,  the  vessel 
drew  23  feet;  that  at  the  anchorage,  at  the  place  of  mooring,  which  was 
Government  buoy  No.  4,  there  were  28  feet  at  low  tide,  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood as  much  as  36  feet;  that  the  bottom,  where  the  forward  part  of 
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the  vessel  now  rests,  is  muddy,  and  that  the  flactnation  of  the  tide  is, 
generally,  a  foot  and  a  half;  that  he  does  not  remember  the  state  of  the 
tide  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence,  and  that  the  prevailing  ^ind  then 
ivas  very  light  from  the  fourth  quadrant,  the  bay  being  absolutely  calm. 

Being  asked  if  after  the  occurrence  he  made  any  inspection  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Maine  and  in  the  west  of  the  bay,  and  whether  he  has 
observed  or  has  any  information  through  his  subordinates  of  any 
dead  fish  being  found  in  the  harbor,  he  said  that  at  daybreak  of  the 
day  following  the  occurrence  he  himself  went,  together  with  another 
uuDibered  pilot  of  the  port,  to  sound  around  the  vessel  and  to  see 
whether  the  vessel  had  lost  her  moorings  when  blown  up;  that  he 
found  them  in  the  same  place  and  did  not  notice,  as  a  result  of  the 
soundings,  any  obstacle  in  the  port  other  than  the  vessel  itself;  he  did 
not  find  a  single  dead  fish  in  his  excursion,  and  having  asked  of  all 
the  pilots  and  many  boatmen  and  people  of  the  bay,  no  one  saw  them. 

Being  asked  whether  fish  was  plentiful  in  the  bay  and  if  there  was 
anyone  engaged  in  this  calling  in  the  interior  of  the  harbor,  he  said 
that  small  fish  is  very  plentiful  in  the  interior  of  the  harbor  and  that 
there  are  several  engaged  in  fishing  there. 

Being  asked  whether  he  has  heard  or  knows  anything  which  may 
assist  in  the  elucidation  of  the  event  which  occurred  on  the  Maine,  he 
said  that  he  neither  knows  nor  has  heard  absolutely  anything,  and  at 
this  stage  this  deposition  was  suspended,  the  witness  reading  it,  afftrm- 
in^  and  ratifying  the  same  and  its  contents,  and  signing  it  with  the 
judge  in  the  presence  of  the  secretary,  who  certifies  it. 

Fbakgisoo  Aldao.    [Sign  manual.] 
Javieb  de  Salas.     [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  February  22^  1898. 

The  judge,  accompanied  by  the  secretary,  repaired  to  the  steamer 
Mangrove^  where  he  conferred  for  a  long  while  with  the  captain  of  the 
said  steamer  and  the  commander  of  the  Maine^  Mr.  Sigsbee.  On  his 
return,  he  inspected  the  wreck  of  the  American  ship,  where  the  divers 
were  at  work,  and  in  order  that  it  may  be  of  record  it  is  set  forth  by 
means  of  minutes  which  I,  the  secretary,  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 
PEBAii.    [Sign  manusfl.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  February  23^  1898. 

The  most  excellent  inspector  of  military  health  was  officially  written 
to  and  requested  to  submit  an  account  of  the  assistance  rendered  by 
the  military  medical  professors  and  the  names  of  the  same  for  the  rec- 
ords of  the  proceedings.    I  so  certify. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

DEPOSITION  OF  THE  ^' OABO  DE  MAB '^  OF  THE  SEOOND  GLASS 

.  ANTONIO  VABELA  LOPEZ. 

At  Havana,  on  the  twenty-third  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  appeared  before  the  court  the  person  named 
in  the  margin,  who  being  informed  of  that  about  which  he  was  to  be 
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interrogated,  swore  to  tell  the  trath,  being  reminded  of  the  penalties 
incurred  by  those  who  give  false  testimony;  being  asked  the  nKoal 
questions  of  the  law  declared  himself  in  his  name  to  be  Antonio  Varela 
Lopez,  <<  Cabot  de  Mar"  of  the  first  class,  on  duty  at  the  navy-yanL  a 
bachelor  twenty-six  years  old,  and  declared  that  he  had  no  interests 
whatever  in  the  case  under  investigation. 

Being  asked  to  depose  when  and  why  he  went  to  the  Maine  in  the 
night  of  the  15th  instant,  he  said  that  by  order  of  the  adjutant  mnhi 
of  the  navy-yard  shortly  after  the  explosion  he  set  out  in  a  rovnv^ 
boat  with  the  adjutant  major  on  board  towards  the  Maine^  bnt  as  tin 
came  near  a  certain  number  of  shells  exploded  and  by  order  of  n 
Officer  whom  he  carried  he  then  went  to  the  Machina,  he  remaining  tbt 
waiting  for  the  adjutant  major,  who  was  in  conference  with  the  cbief  <>! 
stafi:';  that  at  that  time  a  civilian  arrived  who  he  thinks  was  an  nfiirer 
of  the  Main€y  and  that  by  order  of  the  commander  of  the  Machina  h'> 
transported  him  to  his  ship;  on  coming  near  it  he  heard  cries  and  tln'i 
he  came  nearer,  against  the  opinion  of  the  American  official  who  li'I 
not  want  to  approach,  and  in  the  forward  part,  wholly  under  wat* : 
and  from  which  emerged  several  fragments  of  plating  already  bIo^v.) 
up,  he  saw  a  man  who  was  the  one  who  was  crying  whom  he  picked  np. 
carrying  him  to  the  Machina,  for  he  was  wounded,  and  he  neither  sav, 
heard,  nor  met  in  that  neighborhood  any  other. 

On  the  way  the  wounded  man,  who  was  lying  down,  exchanged  a  f^^" 
words  with  the  American  officer,  and  it  seems  told  him  that  there  wt-i: 
still  wounded  men  thereabouts,  for  on  our  arrival,  after  landing  the  se;;> 
man,  he  spoke  to  one  of  the  aids  of  the  admiral,  then  returned  in  h  < 
boat  carrying  a^ain  the  same  officer  and  two  physicians,  as  he  believe > 
civilians;  that  they  came  alongside  the  ilfatne  on  the  starboard  v^Uh, 
jumping  on  board  and  seeing  that  the  water  had  reached  to  the  hei^l 
of  the  deck  on  which  they  walked,  but  they  run  over  it — the  upye. 
deck — as  far  as  the  very  seat  of  the  fire  without  seeing  or  hearing  any 
thing.    They  went  up  into  the  top  without  either  finding  anytliiit^ 
that  they  then  withdrew;  carrying  the  officer  and  pbysiciana  to  tl> 
steamer  City  of  Washington.    The  witness  returned  to  the  Machirn. 
where  he  was  ordered  to  go  back  to  the  navy-yard.    And  at  this  st^r  j>. 
this  deposition  wad  suspended,  the  witness  reading  it,  affirming  uim. 
ratifying  its  contents,  and  subscribing  it  with  the  judge  in  the  pre^^nt  e 
of  the  secretary,  who  certifies. 

Antonio  Vabela.    [2dign  manuaL] 

Pedro  del  Pabal.    [Sign  manual.] 

Javier  db  Saas.    [Sign  manual.] 

Court  of  investigation. 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  It  being  deemed  necessary  for  the  elaeidatinn  ot 
the  facts  in  the  case  which  I  am  investigatiug  in  regard  to  the  ex\*\i> 
sion  which  occurred  on  the  war  ship  of  the  United  States  Maine  w 
make  an  examination  of  its  bottom,  I  request  that  3'our  excellency  tak^ 
the  proper  measures  to  authorize  me  to  that  effect,  as  well  as  to  pn 
cure  from  the  arsenal  the  assistance  of  divers  and  barges  that  may  ^ 
requisite. 

God  guard  your  excellency  for  many  years. 

Havana,  February  16, 1898. 

Pedro  del  Paral.    [Sign  manual.' 

Most  Excellent  Oommander-General  of  the  Station  Providential :  !>'* 
the  most  excellent  and  illustrious  governor-general  of  this  island  ^r 
oi&cially  written  to  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  obtain  firom  the  m^^' 
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ezeeUent  oonsal  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  assent  for  the 
action  referred  to  and  to  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  the  commander 
at  the  navy-yard,  so  that  the  assistance  required  be  extended,  and  let 
tlie  present  letter  be  retarned  to  the  jadge-advocate  who  signs  it  for 
tlie  records  in  the  case. 

Savana,  February  16, 1898. 

MoNTBBOLA.    [Sign  manual.] 

Cfaurt  of  inveitigaiicn. 

Itfost  Excellent  Sir:  It  being  certain  in  the  opinion  of  this  court  that 
-tbere  remains  in  the  part  under  water  that  was  not  burned  of  the  iron- 
clad Maine  all  the  magazines  appertaining  to  the  afkerpart  in  which 
tbere  had  been  stored  not  only  the  ammunition  belonging  to  a  part  of 
its  ordnance,  bat  also  that  for  the  torpedoes  and  other  explosives  that 
they  might  carry,  I  request  your  excellency  to  inquire  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Maine^  whether  directly  or  through  the  medium  of  bis 
consulate,  what  he  carried  on  board  and  what  in  his  judgment  remains 
that  is  liable  to  explode,  in  order  that  we  may  in  case  of  necessity 
proceed  to  take  out  of  the  ship,  through  the  divers,  those  substances 
and  empty  the  magazines  in  order  to  avoid  subsequent  catastrophe 
similar  to  those  which,  in  the  case  of  the  blowing  up  of  the  steamer 
Cabo  MachichaeOj  occurred  even  after  the  boat  had  bieen  under  water 
for  some  time. 

I  ask  your  excellency  that  in  order  to  save  my  responsibility  you 
demand  of  the  consul  answer  to  this  report  of  great  interest  in  the 
present  investigation.    Ood  save  your  excellency's  life  many  years. 

Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

Pedso  del  Pebal.    [Bubric] 
The  judge  of  the  court  of  inquiry  {El  Juez  Instructor), 

To  his  excellency  the  Gommandeb-Oenebal  of  the  Pbovidengia 
Station  (Apostabebo). 

Let  tbe  attorney  be  informed  that  as  agreed  with  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  and  the  commander  of  the  cruiser  Maine  the  work  for 
which  a  permit  has  been  solicited  shall  be  conducted  as  soon  as  said 
gentlemen  receive  the  supplies  of  material  and  divers  they  have  asked 
firom  their  Government,  and  let  this  communication  be  filed. 

Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

Mantbbola.    [Eubric] 

Court  of  inquiry  (Juagado  de  inatrucdon). 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  Having  been  previously  called  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  Maine^  I  personally  went  to-day  on  board  of  the  Ameri- 
can steamer  Mmufrove^  at  ten  thirty  o'clock,  and  had  a  conference  with 
the  above-mentioned  gentleman,  who  informed  me  of  his  desire  that  I 
should  be  present  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Maine  to  witness  the 
work  of  the  official  divers  who  would,  during  the  day,  go  down  to 
begin  the  work  of  surveying  the  bottom  of  the  part  of  the  prow  totally 
submerged.  To  comply  with  the  gentleman's  wishes,  as  well  as  to  see 
if  I  could  gain  any  light  from  him  as  to  the  result  of  said  work,  I  went 
to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Maine  around  its  prow,  and  I  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  diver,  at  eleven  fifteen  o'clock.  He  came  up  again  at 
eleven  forty-ffve.  Tne  second  commander  of  the  MainCj  who  arrived  at 
this  last  moment,  told  me,  after  having  spoken  to  the  diver,  that  he  had 
seen  much  mud,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  would  descend  again  at 
one  o'clock.    I  then  withdrew.    At  the  aforesaid  hour  I  was  again  tst 
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the  same  place,  tlie  diver  descending  at  one  fifty  o'clock  and  comiDg  np 
again  at  three  fifteen  o'clock. 

These  oi>erations  were  not  witnessed  by  any  officer,  claas,  or  persoB 
of  any  significance,  bat  only  by  sailors  who  worked  on  the  air  pomp 
and  another  who  took  care  of  the  pipe  of  the  helmet  and  the  move^ 
ments  of  the  diver.  !N'othing  was  told  to  me,  bat  I  could  notice  that 
the  diver  brought  up  with  him  something  in  the  shape  of  a  cylindrical, 
thin  plate  copper  pipe  about  forty  centimeters  in  length  by  fifteen 
diameter.  Shortly  after  this  the  diver  descended  again,  and  npon  his 
ascending  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  mentioned  sailors  that  there  were 
six  or  seven  corpses  among  the  submerged  debris,  bat  that  their 
removal  was  difficult  as,  on  account  of  their  state  of  decompoeition, 
they  had  become  soft.  At  four  o'clock,  the  work  for  the  day  being  fin- 
ished, as  I  was  informed,  I  left  the  place,  and  being  convinced  that  if 
1  do  not  make  an  investigation  in  the  very  near  future  of  the  bottom  of 
the  American  ship,  the  proceedings  I  am  to  institute  shall  be  incom- 
plete and  will  not  be  closed  for  a  very  long  time,  I  ask  firom  yonr  excel- 
lency to  obtain  from  the  proper  authorities  a  permit  to  commence 
immediately  said  investigation  with  the  divers  of  the  arsenal,  in  order 
to  proceed  to  work  at  once,  and  submit  to  your  excellency  the  complete 
rei)ort  of  the  proceedings  in  my  charge,  the  prompt  termination  of 
which  interests  not  only  the  credit  of  the  navy,  but  of  the  whole  nation 
as  well. 

God  save  your  excellency  many  years. 

Havana,  February  twenty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight 

The  judge  of  the  court  of  inquiry  (El  Juez  de  Instraci6n).  Pedro 
del  Peral.    [Rubric] 

This  is  a  copy.  Javieb  be  Saigas.    [Bnbric] 

To  His  Excellency  the  Oommander-General  of  the  Station,  office  of  the 
commander-general  of  the  navy  at  the  station  of  Havana,  secretary 
of  justice: 

In  reply  to  the  courteous  communication  of  your  excellency,  dated 
yesterday,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  extracting,  by  means  of  divers, 
the  explosive  substances  in  the  armored  ship  Maine,  emptying  the  coal 
bins,  in  order  to  prevent  further  disaster,  I  beg  to  inform  yoa  that  in 
accordance  with  the  consul  of  the  United  States  and  the  commander 
of  the  above-mentioned  ship  this  operation  will  take  place  as  soon  as 
the  supply  of  divers  and  materials  said  gentlemen  have  solicited  from 
their  Government  arrive. 

God  save  your  excellency  many  years. 

Havana,  February  nineteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety*eight 

MAI9TBBOLA.    [Bubric] 

To  the  captain  of  frigate  {Capitan  de  Fragata)  Don  Pedro  del  Peral  y 
Gaballero.  Auditor  for  a  Process  (Fiscal  de  una  cansa).  Cruiser 
MagallaneSj  ofiice  of  the  commander. 

In  reply  to  the  courteous  dispatch  of  your  lordship  of  this  date,  I 
must  state  that  from  the  first  moments  of  the  JUaine^s  disaater^  tb« 
persons  expressed  in  inclosed  report  went  to  the  Machina,  under  ct^ro- 
mand  of  the  chief  of  stafif,  and  that  they  rendered  all  the  service  that 
was  requested  from  them  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  ther 
returned  on  board.  I  must  commend,  in  the  first  place,  the  work  t>f 
Don  Agustin  Machorra  Amenabar,  physician  of  this  ship;  the  third 
[>ractitioner  (practicante),  D.  Jos^  Bodriguez  Valencia,  and  the  nurse, 
luan  Bamirez  Pedrote,  who  were  the  first  to  arrive  at  the  spot,  and 
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after  haviBg  done  their  professional  duties  at  the  Machina,  the  cruiser 
j^l/anso  XII  and  the  steamer  Washington,  remained  at  the  Machina 
on  watch  until  the  next  day  to  attend  the  wounded  and  burnt  that 
^were  coming. 

God  save  your  lordship  many  years. 

On  board.  Havana,  February  twenty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-eight. 

YiOEKTE  Pebbz.    [Bubric] 

To  tiie  judge  of  the  court  of  inquiry  on  the  process  on  account  of  the 
disaster  of  the  Maine^  cruiser  MagaUanes : 

U8T  OF  THS  OFFIOEBS,  GLASSES,  AND  PERSONS  IN  THIS  SHIP  WHO 
LENT  THEIB  AID  IN  THE  DISASTER  OF  THE  MAINE. 

Head  physician,  Don  Agustin  Machorra  y  Amenabar.  Third  boat- 
swain, Manuel  Muifias.  Third  practitioner,  D.  Jos6  Bodriguez  Valencia. 
Oosswain  of  the  second  class  (cabo  de  mar  de  segunda),  Antonio  Mar- 
tinez Lopez.  First-class  seamen,  Manuel  Guardado  Fandi&a.  Ditto, 
Manuel  Abad  y  Abad.  Ditto,  Antonio  Fernandez  Costas.  Ditto, 
Maximo  Perin  Bodriguez.  Second  class  seamen,  Juan  Bamirez  Ped- 
rote,  Jos^  Fernandez  Bodal,  Jos6  Sucira  Bivademar,  Enrique  Lozano 
Huertas,  Juan  Plauell  Torres,  Jos^  Orquin  Galiana,  Antonio  Nunez 
Varela,  Manuel  Lamela  Gonzalez,  Jo86  Peque&o  Lolla,  Antonio 
Itorbe  Agoitu,  Jos^  Subfa  Ega^a.  First-class  firemen,  Manuel  Fer- 
reira  Sucira.  Ditto  second  class,  Manuel  Pantin  Dopico,  Juan  Perez 
Pico,  Manuel  Dapina  Martinez,  Jos6  Montero  y  Diaz,  Tom&s  Boa 
Seguin,  Jos^  Sucira  Sardiua. 

All  of  whom  distinguished  themselves. 

On  board,  Havana,  February  twenty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety  eight. 

YiNGENTE  Pebez.    [Bubric] 

Cruiser  Alfomo  XZ7,  Office  of  the  Oommander,  No.  nine  hundred  and 
fourteen: 

In  order  to  reply  in  due  form  to  the  communication  of  your  lordship 
requesting  a  list  of  the  persons  of  this  crew  (dotacion)  who  distin- 
giushed  themselves  in  the  rescue  of  the  crew  of  the  armored  Maine. 
which  took  fire  in  this  port  on  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth  instant,  I 
have  caused  a  verbal  investigation  to  be  made  on  board  relative  to  the 
movements  of  this  ship  during  the  first  moments  of  the  disaster.  The 
result  is  that  the  first  boats  to  arrive  to  the  Maine  were  all  belonging 
to  this  ship;  first,  those  which  were  floating,  then  those  which  were 
hanging,  which  were  immediatdly  lowered;  all  of  this  is  easy  to  un- 
derstand, if  it  is  remembered  that  this  ship  was  distant  only  150  meters 
from  the  burning  one,  and  consequently  the  one  nearest.  Said  boats 
went  alongside  the  Maine^  their  crew  boarded  the  ship,  saving  from  a 
probable  death  many  of  the  unhappy  men  who  were  some  wounded, 
some  stunned,  and  all  exposed  on  account  of  the  large  increase  of  the 
fire  and  the  rapid  foundering  of  the  armored  vesseL 

I  have  been  acquainted  with  many  noble  deeds  done  by  the  hands 
and  seamen  of  this  erew ;  some  of  them  had  to  jump  into  the  water  to 
save  the  wounded,  and  others  remaining  on  board  of  the  Maine  when 
she  was  foundering  and  had  to  hail  their  boat.  As  it  is  not  possible  to 
make  the  desoription  inside  the  limits  of  this  already  lengthy  communi- 
cation of  the  noble  interest  displayed  by  all,  I  inclose  herewith,  as 
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requested  by  yonr  excellency,  a  list  of  the  Barnes  of  those  whom  I 
beueve  more  worthy  of  mention,  stating  at  the  margin  their  deeds.  In 
regard  to  the  officers,  on  the  first  moments  the  ensigns  Don  Ooillenno 
Coloienares  y  Ortiz,  Don  Lnis  Ponce  de  Leon,  and  Don  Jnan  Rapallo 
y  Orts  went  on  board.  The  first  mentioned  arrived  in  a  private  boat 
which  was  on  board,  compelling  to  be  taken  there,  he  being  xierhaps 
the  first  person  to  arrive.  All  the  others  helped  on  board  as  much  as 
circnmstauces  required,  many  wounded  having  been  picked  ap  and 
cured,  and  the  anchorage  of  the  ship  being  changed  with  great  exact- 
ness under  the  effective  danger  of  incessant  smaU  explosions  from  the 
Maine.    Happily,  no  misfortune  took  place  on  board  this  ship. 

God  save  your  excellency  many  years. 

On  board,  Havana,  February  nineteentb,  eighteen  biindred  and 
ninety-eight. 

Manubl  de  Elisa.    [Rubric] 

To  the  captain  of  frigate  {Oapitdn  de  Fragata)^  Don  Pedro  Peral,  jadge: 

At  folio  ninety-seven  of  this  report  is  to  be  found  a  statement  of  the 
personnel  of  the  cruiser  Alfonso  XII  who  distinguished  themselves 
most  in  saving  the  victims  of  the  ironclad  Maine  in  the  night  of  the 
16th  of  February,  1898. 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  twenty -third  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and 
ninety-eight,  an  ofQcial  letter  of  this  court,  ordered  by  his  exceOency, 
in  regard  to  the  permission  solicited  for  the  examination  of  the  bottom 
of  the  Mainej  is  made  part  of  these  records. 

An  official  letter  of  this  court,  ordered  by  the  superior  authorities  in 
answer  to  the  request  for  the  removal  of  the  explosives  and  ammanition 
which  are  still  in  the  afterpart  of  the  Maine;  a  copy  of  the  official  letter 
addressed  to  the  superior  authority  reporting  that  the  works  of  the  otB- 
cial  American  diver  have  been  witnessed,  and  on  the  subject  of  the 
necessity  for  examining  without  delay  by  means  of  divers  designated  bj 
this  court  the  bottom  of  the  Maine  ;  an  official  letter  from  the  sopexior 
authority  in  reply  to  one  of  the  foregoing,  and  two  official  letters  of  the 
commanders  of  the  Alfonso  XII  and  of  the  Magallanes  on  the  sabject 
of  the  assistance  and  service  rendered  by  the  personnd  of  their  sliip®  U) 
the  victims  of  the  Maine  are  also  made  part  of  the  record,  and  that  it 
may  be  of  record  it  is  entered  by  means  of  minutes. 

I  so  certify. 

Javieb  db  Sauls.    [Sign  manaaL] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manuaL] 

DEPOSITION    OF    THE  <<  CABOT  DE  MAB*^  OF    THB   FIBST   GLASSy 

HAKUAL  AKDTTJAB  aDEBBEBO. 

At  Havana  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  appeared  before  this  court  the  i>er8on  named 
in  the  margin,  whose  deposition  his  honor  thought  fit  to  take,  cau- 
tioning him  as  to  the  obligation  under  which  he  is  to  be  trathfol,  and 
the  penalties  incurred  by  those  who  give  false  testimony;  he  awort 
to  tell  the  truth,  and  being  asked  the  usual  questions  of  the  law, 
declared  himself  and  his  name  to  be  Manuel  Rodriguez  Ouerrero,  nativi^ 
of  Ferrol,  twenty-three  years  old,  a  bachelor,  and  Cabot  de  Mar  of  tbi 
first  class,  doing  duty  on  the  torpedo  brigade;  declared  that  he  bad  dd 
interest  whatever  in  the  case  under  investigation;  being  aaked  xo 
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depofle  how,  when^  and  on  what  ground  he  went  to  the  Maine  in  the 
night  of  the  disaster,  he  said : 

That  a  short  while  after  the  explosion,  a  little  before  ten  in  the  night, 
be  was  by  saperior  order  sent  out  in  a  boat  of  the  brigade,  carrying  the 
foreman  msyor  of  the  arsenal  in  the  direction  of  the  MainCj  turning 
aroond  it  several  times  looking  for  floating  objects  that  they  met  for 
tbe  event  of  their  finding  some  wounded  men,  and  seeing  nor  hearing 
nothing  unusual,  they  went  to  the  Machina;  there  the  foreman  jumped 
out  and  they  took  on  board  the  commander  of  the  Caridad  in  civilian 
clothes,  a  physician  from  the  relief  house,  another  civilian,  a  captain  of 
firemen,  and  two  firemen,  again  returning  with  all  to  tbe  Maine j  which 
was  burning,  jumping  on  board  on  the  starboard  side;  that  the  water 
was  not  yet  on  the  deck,  but  it  came  very  near  it;  and  that  the  ship 
was  flooded  in  the  inside;  that  they  carried  their  examination  as  far  as 
possible,  climbing  on  thereto,  and  seeing  nor  hearing  anything,  they 
returned  to  the  Machina  with  aU  these  same  gentlemen  whom  he  had 
carried  and  tbence  conducted  to  the  City  of  Washington^  some  of  them. 

Here  the  declaration  was  ended,  and  after  having  been  read  was 
sworn  to  and  ratified,  and  signed,  with  the  judge  and  the  secretary, 
who  certifies  to  the  same, 

Manuel  EoDsiauEz.    [Eubric] 
Pedro  del  Pebal.    IBubric] 
Javtbb  de  Balas.    [Eubric] 

DEOLABATION  op  the  GimNEB'S  HATE,  MANUEL  DOMINGUEZ. 

In  Havana,  the  twenty-fourth  of  February,  1898,  appeared  on  being 
cited  the  below  named,  and  after  being  warned  of  the  duty  of  speaking 
tbe  truth  and  the  punishment  incurred  by  those  giving  false  testimony, 
he  swore  to  tell  the  truth:  and  being  questioned  as  to  his  qualifications^ 
said  that  he  was  named  Manud  Bc^riguez  Diaz,  born  in  the  province 
of  Huelva,  having  attained  his  miyority,  gunner's  mate  of  the  fleet,  in 
the  service  of  the  cruiser  Alfonso  XIl^  and  declared  that  he  had  no 
direct  or  indirect  interest  in  the  case  in  question. 

Being  asked  to  declare  all  that  he  knew  in  regard  to  the  aid  rendered 
by  his  vessel  to  the  Maine^  he  said  that  immediately  after  the  explo- 
sion he  went  as  he  was  into  the  boat  that  was  in  the  water,  to  go  in  aid 
of  the  victims;  arriving,  with  other  boats  firom  his  vessel,  first  at  the 
side  of  the  Jtfalne,  and  nnding  themselves  at  the  larboard  side  almost 
under  the  prow;  that  firom  the  center  came  cries  of  the  crew,  and  henoe 
that  they  went  there;  that  they  mounted  to  the  deck  near  the  large  iron 
davi^  picked  up  seven  wounded  men,  who  were  transferred  to  the 
AXfomo  XIlj  leaving  the  coxswain,  Garruche,  on  the  Madne^  who  had 
lost  his  way  while  engaged  in  picking  up  the  wounded. 

That  they  saw  as  they  reached  the  American  ship,  the  captain's  gig 
of  the  Maine  with  men  in  the  poop,  one  of  whom  called,  as  well  as  he 
could  make  out,  since  he  spoke  in  pigeon  Spanish,  that  he  was  a  doctor. 
That  when  they  reached  the  Alfonso  XIIj  his  boat  remained  in  the 
task  of  unmooring  the  ship,  so  as  to  change  its  position  and  remove  it 
fhrther  from  the  scene  of  the  catastrophe,  where  grenades  were  con- 
tinually exploding. 

Here  the  statement  stopped,  which  he  read,  sworn  to  and  ratified  the 
contents,  subscribing  the  same  with  the  judge  and  the  secretary,  who 
certifies  to  the  same. 

Antonio  Dominouez.    [Seal.] 

Pedbo  del  Pebai«.  JEubric.] 

Jayieb  db  Salas.    [Uubric] 
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Gbuiseb  Alfonso  XII,  Oojcbcand  No.  916. 

On  the  annexed  plan  is  fonnd  the  present  position  of  the  American 
battle  ship  Maine^  as  Y.  H.  state  in  your  commanication  of  yesterday^ 
and  I  have  the  honor  of  placing  it  in  your  hands. 

Ood  guard  your  excellency. 

Manubl  de  Elisa.    [Seal.] 

Havana,  February  19, 1898. 

Senor  D.  Pedro  del  Feral,  captain  of  the  frigate,  judge  of  instraetiou. 

On  page  101  of  this  statement  will  be  found  a  map  of  the  port  of 
Havana,  in  which  the  position  of  the  Mairie  is  plainly  shown. 

OSNEBAL  OOVEBNMENT  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA. 

His  excellency  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  officially  said 
to  me  on  this  date:  In  reply  to  the  courteous  communication  of  your 
excellency,  dated  the  16th  instant,  transmitting  another  from  his  excel- 
lency, the  general-commander  of  the  navy,  asking  the  acqaiescence  uf 
this  consulate  in  the  request  of  Senor  Inez,  instructor,  to  have  an 
inquiry  made  into  the  causes  of  the  accident  to  the  Maine^  I  have  tlit- 
honor  to  say  that,  having  consulted  the  commander  of  the  8ame«  ib^ 
latter  informs  me  that  he  hopes  to  exercise  all  action  necessary  f'^r 
the  inquiry  regarding  the  ship  under  his  own  direction,  aocordiiig  t4> 
orders  from  the  United  States  Kavy  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  for  your  iuformaticm 
and  subsequent  action. 

God  guard  your  excellency. 

Bamon  Blanco.    [Seal.] 

Havana,  February  17, 181)8. 

His  excellency  the  general-commander  of  the  navy  of  the  station. 

OBBEB. 

Befer  to  the  fiscal  of  the  case  for  incorporation  in  the  same. 

Mantbbola.    [Babric.1 
Havana,  February  22, 1898. 

COTJBT  OF  Ir  QTHBY. 

Esteemed  Sir:  This  court  not  having  received  an  answer  to  the  com 
munication   in  which  it  requested   permission   to   inquire  into  tin- 
causes  of  the  accident  to  the  Maine^  and  it  being  of  the  highest 
importance  that  while  this  investigation  is  taking  place,  the  approa(  h 
of  boats  of  any  class,  even  those  under  the  American  flag  (exeei>: 
war  ships  and  those  which  have  special  authorization  from  this  court 
to  the  si>ot  in  question  should  be  prohibited,  begs  your  exGellency 
to  have  the  goodness  to  order  that  a  patrol  of  vessels  shall  preven' 
the  approach  of  the  said  boats  that  have  not  been  authorized  witbio 
a  distance  of  100  meters  from   the  wreck.    In  order  to  avoid  fri<' 
Hon,  and  in  case  you  deem  it  advisable,  it  asks  at  the  same  tiux' 
that  the  United  States  consul  and  the  commanders  of  the  America:, 
men-of-war  in  port  should  be  made  acquainted  with  this  determination 
of  the  court,  which  has  been  adopted  with  the  object  of  avoiding  futuic 
confusion. 

God  guard  your  excellency. 

Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

Pedbo  del  Psbai*.    [Seal] 
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His  excellency  the  commander  general  of  the  station. 

Befer  to  the  chief  of  the  general  staff,  that  he  may  order  what  he  may 
deem  advisable  in  the  premises  in  furtherance  of  the  matter  in  interest 
and  return  the  same. 

Havana,  February  18, 1898.  •  Mantbbola.    [Enbric] 

Esteemed  Sir:  Having  ordered  what  is  advisable,  I  have  the  honor 
to  return  to  Y.  E,  this  record,  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  order. 
Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

By  order.  Gabriel  BoDKBiauEZ.    [Bubric] 

Order:  With  the  previous  report  refer  to  the  fiscal  for  incorporation. 
Havana^.  Febmajr^  22, 1898.  Mantebola.    [Seal.] 

Court  of  instruction.    Private. 

Esteemed  Sir:  In  order  that  the  patrol  vessels  may  keep  a  suitable 
watch  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Maine^  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  your  excel- 
lency to  appoint  one.  or  more  of&cials,  to  exercise  in  turn  the  same  duty, 
keeping  guard  from  sunset  to  dawn  over  the  movements  of  the  vessels 
that  may  approach  the  wreck,  watohing  closely  those  that  they  may 
consider  worthy  of  suspicion. 

God  guard  your  excellency. 

Havana,  February  18, 1898.  Fedbo  del  Pebal.    [Seal.] 

His  Excellency  the  general,  commander  of  the  station. 
Order:  Befer  to  the  chief  of  the  staff,  in  order  that  he  may  take  the 
action  necessary  in  the  premises,  and  return. 
Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

Mantebola.    [Bubric] 

Esteemed  Sir:  The  proper  action  having  been  taken,  I  have  the  honor 
to  return  to  your  excellency  the  dispatoh  as  you  have  ordered. 
Havana,  February  18, 1898. 

By  order.  Gabbiel  Bodbiouez.    [Bubric.] 

Order :  Refer  to  the  Fiscal  to  be  incorporated. 

Mantebola.    [Bubric] 

BSCLABATION  OF  THE  INSFEOTOB    OF    PGLICHS  OF    THE  mSPEGTION 

OF  VESSELS. 

In  Havana,  February  24, 1898,  appeared  in  court  the  inspector,  having 
been  cited,  who  having  been  warned  of  the  duty  of  speaking  the  truth 
and  of  the  i>enalty  for  telling  falsehoods,  swears  that  he  will  speak 
tmtb,  and  being  questioned  as  to  his  qualifications,  says  that  he  is 
and  is  called  D.  Antonio  Perez  Lopez,  born  in  Zaragoza,  being  of  age, 
married  and  residing  at  Industria,  62,  at  present  inspector  of  police  of 
the  examination  of  boats  of  the  port  of  Havana  and  annexes  thereof. 

Being  asked  to  state  what  he  knows  in  regard  to  the  explosion  that 
occnrr^  on  the  Maine  and  the  causes  thereof,  he  said  that  at  the 
time  he  was  standing  on  the  balcony  of  his  flagstand  on  the  Machina 
looking  at  the  place  where  the  Washington  was  anchored,  the  latter 
having  just  made  entrance,  and  witnessed  a  tremendous  explosion 
within  the  Maine^  rising  to  a  great  height  and  then  disappearing,  caus- 
ing the  subsequent  conflagration  of  the  vessel;  that  followed  by  the 
chief  of  police  he  went  in  a  boat  to  the  scene  of  the  catastrophe,  and 
that  small  explosions  continued  until  half  past  twelve  or  one  o'clock. 
That  he  was  ignorant  of  the  causes  of  the  disaster,  but  that  partly 
through  information  he  had  received,  partly  through  that  of  his  subor- 
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dinates  and  other  ageuts  of  police,  boatmen,  and  many  people  with 
whom  he  was  thrown  in  daily  contact  in  his  office  he  coald  not  in  an  j 
way  believe  that  it  occurred  intentionally. 

Here  the  declaration  ceases;  which,  after  he  has  read,  sworn  to,  and 
ratified,  he  signs  before  the  judge  and  secretary,  who  certifies  to  the 
same. 

Antonio  Pebez.    [Bobric] 
Rubric] 


Pedro  del  Peral. 
Javier  de  Salas. 


"Rubric. 

minute. 


In  Havana,  the  twenty- fourth  of  February,  1898,  there  is  attached  to 
these  proceedings  a  map  of  the  port  of  Havana  with  the  actual  position 
of  the  MaiiiCy  accompanied  by  the  of^cial  communication  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Alfonso  XII.  Communication  transmitted  from  the 
general  government  of  the  island,  showing  theanawer  of  the  consnl  ot 
the  United  States,  together  with  that  of  the  commander  of  the  Maine, 
in  regard  to  the  inquiry  into  tlie  cause  of  the  sinking  of  the  boat.  Two 
communications  of  this  court,  decreed  by  authority  in  regard  to  keep- 
ing watch  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wreck  of  the  Maine. 
1  certify  to  the  same. 

Javier  db  Salas.    [Rubric J 
Peral.  [Rubric] 

deposition  of  the  pilot,  JULIAN  OARGIA  LOPEZ. 

In  Havana,  February  24, 1808,  ai>peared,  after  being  cited,  the  abovo- 
named  individual;  being  instructed  as  lo  the  duty  of  telling  the  truili 
and  the  penalties  inc-urred  in  giving  false  testimony,  declared  that  be 
would  speak  truth,  and,  being  questioned  as  to  qualifications,  said  that 
he  was  and  was  called  Julian  Garcia  Lopez,  native  of  the  provinc*^  vt 
Oviedo,  of  age,  pilot  of  the  port  of  Havana,  and  that  he  had  no  interest, 
direct  or  indirect,  in  the  case  in  question. 

Being  asked  if  he  had  entered  the  battle  ship  Maine  in  the  port,  and 
if  he  had,  to  tell  what  he  knew  in  regard  to  the  mattei^  he  said  that  on 
the  2()th  of  last  January  he  was  on  duty  and  it  fell  to  him  to  receive  an 
American  man-of  war;  but  that,  as  it  was  not  expected,  he  did  not 
know  what  vessel  it  was;  that  it  passed  into  port,  and,  according  to  the 
general  instructions  for  all  ships  of  war,  after  showing  on  the  map  to 
the  Maine^s  captain  the  buoy  of  section  No.  4,  which  was  vacant,  and 
receiving  his  approval,  the  pilot  fastened  the  vessel  there  between  tht; 
German  man-of-war  which  was  in  port  and  the  Alfonso  Xlly  in  30  feet 
of  water,  the  ship  drawing  22,  as  he  was  informed.  Being  asked  it 
he  had  anything  more  to  add  or  declare,  he  said  no,  since  he  considend 
of  no  importance  the  inquiries  made  by  the  commander  as  to  whethir 
the  boat  was  expected,  to  which  he  answered  no;  whether  he  cons.d 
ered  himself  capable  of  bringing  the  vessel  in,  to  which  he  answer^il 
yes ;  and  whether  they  would  be  well  received,  to  which  he  auswereil  yi-?. 
since  Havana  was  a  cultured  town,  and  they  need  not  fear  anything  i: 
they  behaved  themselves. 

This  examination  was  then  suspended;  he  read  the  same,  affirming 
and  ratifying  it,  and  signing  it  with  the  judge  and  the  seoretary,  who 
hereby  certifies. 

Julian  Garoia  Lopkz.    [Eubric.) 

Pedro  del  Peral.    JRubric/ 

Javier  db  Salas.      [Hubric. 
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Naval  Headquabtebs  of  the  Station  of  Hatana 

AND  THE  Squadron  of  the  Antiu.es. 
General  Staff.    Section  Second.    Bureau  of  Equipment. 

I  transmit  to  Y.  H.  the  annexed  invoice  fnruished  by  <<La  Balear,"  of 
t^e  medicines  famished  by  it  for  the  nse  of  the  wounded  of  the  Amer- 
ican battle  ship  Maine  on  the  night  that  the  explosion  of  said  vessel 
ocearred,  in  order  that  yon  may  provide  that  the  amount  thereof,  which 
reaches  one  hundred  and  seven  pesos  and  sixty-five  cents,  be  cnarged 
to  the  expenses  incurred  in  this  matter,  as  you  have  been  pleased  to 
order  heretofore. 

Ood  preserve  your  honor. 
Havana,  February  28, 1898. 

Jose  Marenca,    [Bubrio.] 
Captain  of  frigate  Dan  Pedro  del  Parel^ 

judge  of  the  Maine  Court  of  Inquiry, 

At  folio  112  of  these  proceedings  appears  an  invoice  of  medicines 
fiirnished  by  ^<  La  Balear,^  pharmacy,  for  the  use  of  the  wounded  of  the 
Maine  J  amounting  to  117  pesos  and  75  centimes  gold. 

office  of  the  naval  commandant  and  harbor  master  of 
havana,  reportin0  articles  found  belonoino  to  the  battle 
ship  maine. 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  The  naval  subdelegate  of  Oasa  Blanca,  in  an 
official  communication  dated  yesterday,  writes  me  as  follows: 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Y,  E.,  having 
found  the  same  floating  on  the  shores  near  the  Friscornia  Beach,  a 
canvas  ventilator,  eleven  meters  sixty  centimeters  long  by  sixty-five 
centimeters  wide,  with  four  wooden  riugs,  which  was  found  enclosed  in 
a  canvas  cover.  At  the  Oandon  wharf  there  was  found  a  wooden  box 
without  a  cover,  with  two  cans,  apparently  of  copper,  which  were  empty 
and  appeared  to  have  contained  varnish  or  oil,  with  their  screw  tops, 
measuring  35  centimeters  in  length  by  45  in  width,  and  as  they  may 
belong  to  the  battle  ship  Maine  I  inform  you  thereof^  that  you  may 
order  what  you  may  deem  expedient  in  the  premises.  Which  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  Y.  E.  for  your  superior  information,  adding  that 
besides  the  articles  mentioned  the  employees  of  this  office  recovered  a 
torpedo  skid  aud  a  compass,  which,  together  with  the  articles  already  enu- 
merated for  your  excellency  to  order  their  disposition,  considering  that 
they  931  belong  to  the  battle  ship  Maine.  Ood  preserve  Y.  E.  many 
years. 

Havana,  February  21, 1898.  Luis  Pabtob.    [Bubric] 

Most  excellent  GOMMANDANT-GBNEBAIi  OF  THE  STATION. 

Order:  Befbr  to  the  fiscal  that  it  maybe  incorporated  in  the  record 
herein. 
Havana^  February  24, 1898.  Mantebola.    [Bubric] 

Office  of  the  naval  commandant  and  harbor  master  of  the  port  of 
Havana  reports  bodies  found  on  the  Gasa  Blanca  Beach  belonging  to 
the  battle  ship  Maine. 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  The  naval  subdelegate  of  Oasa  Blanoa,  in  an 
offlleial  communication  of  yesterday,  informs  me  as  follows: 
Most  Excellent  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  your  excel- 
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lency  that  from  six  antil  ten  thirty  a.  m.  to-day  there  have  been  found 
floating  on  these  shores  16  bodies,  apparently  of  the  white  race;  one  leg, 
a  portion  of  another,  and  other  parts  of  an  arm  which  may  belong  to 
the  victims  of  the  American  battle  ship  Mainej  which  have  been  sent — 
nine,  the  portion  of  the  leg,  and  other  parts  of  an  arm,  by  men  from 
the  Spanish  crxxi^eT  Alfonso  XII j  and  the  other  seven,  and  a  leg,  by  the 
boat  belonging  to  me  (folio  854)  to  the  Machina.  Which  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  Y.  E.  for  your  superior  information,  (rod  preserve 
Y.  E.  many  years. 
Havana,  February  19, 1898.  Luis  Pastob.    [BubricJ 

Most  excellent  Gommandant-Oenebal  of  the  Station. 

Order:  Befer  to  the  fiscal  that  he  may  incorporate  it  in  the  records 
herein. 
Havana,  February  24, 1898.  Mantebola.    [Babric] 

Office  of  the  Subinspeotob  of  the  Militabt 

BoABB  OF  Health  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Section  4.    No.  1252. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  23rd  instant,  I  transmit  yon 
the  reports  of  the  parties  who,  as  a  result  of  the  unfortunate  accident 
to  the  battle  ship  Maine^  were  cared  for  in  the  military  hospitals  of  this 
station  where  they  were  taken,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  from  the 
very  moment  the  accident  occurred  orders  were  issued  that  the  entire 
medical  corps  not'  in  service  should  repair  to  the  wharf  or  the  cruiser 
Alfonso  XII,  to  offer  their  services  should  they  be  necessary,  as  also 
the  ambulances  on  hand,  and  which  were  utilized  in  the  premises,  God 
preserve  you  many  years. 
Havana,  February  24, 1898.  Mas.    [Bubric] 

To  the  fiscal  of  the  harbor  master's  office,  Don  Pedbo  del  Pbbal. 

At  folio  118  of  this  record  appears  a  statement  showing  that  there 
were  entered  in  the  military  hospital  of  Alfonso  XIU  6  individuals  from 
the  Maine,  wounded  and  burnt. 

At  folio  119  of  the  same  api)ears  another  statement,  showing  that 
there  entered  the  hospital  of  San  Ambrosio  twenty-eight  individuals 
from  the  same  vessel  in  a  serious  condition. 

Office  of  the  OoiofAimANT  of 

THE  NAVY-YABD  of  HAVANA. 

No.  660. 

The  chief  adjutant  of  this  garrison,  to  whom  I  sent  the  oommaniea* 
Hon  of  T.  H.  of  the  21st  instant,  relating  to  the  assistance  given  the 
victims  of  the  Maine,  day  before  yesterday  informed  me  as  follows: 

In  compliance  with  what  your  honor  has  been  pleased  to  order,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  assistance  given  by  the  men  of  this 
navy-yard  to  the  battle  ship  Maine  on  the  night  of  the  15th  was:  The 
first  boat  of  this  yard«  carrying  the  undersigned,  the  Coxswain  Antonio 
Narela  Lopez  and  a  crew  of  ten;  a  boat  of  the  torpedo  squadron  with 
the  Quartermaster  Antonio  Maiijibar  Bafart,  Coxswain  Manuelo  Bod- 
riguez  Guerrero,  and  six  in  the  crew;  the  auxiliary  launch^  with  the 
Second  Quartermaster  Jose  Prache  Otera,  Coxswain  Mattias  Bestand, 
and  a  crew  of  ten. 

These  boats  being  prepared  with  the  alacrity  whieb  the  casedemanded, 
they  proceeded  to  the  place  of  the  disaster,  remaining  there  a  long 
while;  and  the  undersigned  observing  that  the  watchfulness  of  the 
three  boats  was  unnecessary,  ordered  the  launch  to  go  to  the  Machina 
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to  receive  farther  orders,  and  engaging  it  in  carrying  the  wounded  from 
the  cruiser  Alfonso  XII  to  the  barracks  of  the  Machina.  The  under- 
signed, with  the  first  boat,  went  to  the  Machina  to  receive  orders  from 
the  commanding  officer,  the  torpedo-squadron  boat  remaining  under  tbe 
quartermaster,  Mangibar,  on  the  lookout  at  the  place  of  the  disa^ster 
until  further  orders.  On  the  second  trip  of  the  first  boat  from  the  navy- 
yard  to  the  Maine  it  carried  an  officer  from  said  vessel  and  succeeded 
in  saving  the  last  wounded  man  on  board,  to  do  which  this  boat  had  to 
moor  alongside  a  dangerous  place  of  the  burning  wreck,  and  in  so  doing 
lost  its  rudder. 

The  long  time  that  the  boat  from  the  torpedo  squadron  remained 
rowing  around  the  burning  wreck  at  a  short  distance,  constitutes,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  subscriber,  a  distinguished  action  on  the  part  of  the 
quartermaster  Mengibar  and  the  crew  of  the  said  boat;  distinguished 
also  is  the  action  of  the  chief  of  the  first  boat,  Varela,  and  the  crew, 
who,  fighting  the  fames  of  the  burning  wreck,  made  fast  to  tbe  bow  of 
the  Maine  in  order  to  save  from  certain  death  the  last  wounded  man  of 
the  American  crew.  This  is  all  I  have  the  honor  to  impart  to  Y.  H., 
and  under  separate  cover  I  transmit  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  three 
crews  who  rivaled  each  other  in  the  most  humane  of  services.  And 
with  a  copy  of  the  statement  mentioned,  I  transmit  this  to  Y.  H.,  hav- 
ing to  add  that,  for  my  own  part,  I  can  not  make  individual  mention  of 
actions  that  may  be  considered  distinguished,  since  from  the  very 
moment  of  the  catastrophe  the  entire  personnel  of  officers  of  this  navy- 
yard  went  to  the  site  of  the  danger,  the  only  one  remaining  here  being 
the  chief  of  the  torpedo  squadron,  in  compliance  with  my  orders. 

The  health  officers  voluntarily  left  to  offer  their  services,  as  did  the 
chief  medical  officer  of  the  yard,  who  took  the  ambulances  and  surgical 
appliances  on  hand.    God  preserve  Y.  H.  many  years. 

Navy-Yard,  February  24, 1898. 

ESTEBAN  Almeda.    [Bubric] 

To  the  Judge  Don  Pedbo  del  Pbbal. 

At  folio  124  of  this  record  appears  a  list  of  the  men  from  the  navy- 
yard  who,  manning  three  boats,  rendered  assistance  on  the  night  of  the 
catastrophe  to  the  battle  ship  Maine, 

At  folios  125, 126, 127, 128,  and  129  of  the  said  record  appear  five 
photographs. 

Ol^TIOE  OF  THE  SUBINSPEOTOB  OF  THE  MILITARY 

BoABD  OF  Health  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

In  addition  to  the  communication  of  this  office,  ^o.  1252,  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  address  Y.  H.  under  date  of  the  24th  instant,  referring  to 
the  assistance  rendered  by  the  military  medical  corps  to  the  wounded  in 
the  catastrophe  to  the  battle  ship  Maine,  1  have  to  infoim  Y.  H.  that 
the  following  distinguished  themselves  by  reason  of  their  energy,  zeal, 
and  their  spontaneous  presence  at  the  necessary  points,  offering  tbeir 
professional  and  personal  services,  as  well  on  the  wharf,  asylums,  inns, 
and  hospitals : 

The  medical  subinspector,  second  class,  Don  Agustin  Muniozguren, 
Dn  Olemente  Senar  y  Vicente,  Dr.  Don  Jose  Locute  y  Gallego,  and  Dr. 
Don  Enrique  Solana  y  Alemany.  Which  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
<3ommunication  to  Y.  H.  for  the  purposes  you  may  deem  expedient. 

God  preserve  Y.  fl.  many  years. 

Havana,  Feb.  28,  1898. 

Cbistobal  Mas,  Inspector.    [Rubric] 

To  the  fiscal  of  the  office  of  the  harbor  master. 
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Gbnbbal  Government  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  Uoder  date  of  to-day  this  office  says  to  tbe 
consul  of  the  United  States  in  this  city  as  follows:  In  order  to  close  tbe 
record  of  the  investigation  being  made  by  the  Spanish  Government  of 
the  causes  which  brought  about  the  catastrophe  to  the  Maine  there 
only  remains  to  proceed  to  an  inspection  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of 
the  vessel  where  the  explosion  occurred,  to  which  end  it  is  deemed  in- 
dispensable (in  order  to  give  the  investigation  greater  legal  weigbt) 
that  our  divers  in  their  inspection  be  accompanied  by  those  of  the 
A  merican  Government,  and  no  conclusive  reply  having  been  yet  received 
from  Y,  H.  so  as  to  proceed  as  indicated,  I  pray  you  to  be  pleased  to 
order  or  request  the  proper  party  to  see  that  the  said  American  divers 
unite  with  the  Spaniards  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  minute  of  the  in- 
spection, permitting  myself  also  to  beg  you  to  fix  a  time  as  soon  as 
possible.  Which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  T.  E.  for  the  porposes 
indicated. 

God  preserve  Y.  B.  many  years. 

Havana,  February  25, 1898. 

Bahon  Blanco.    [Bubrio.] 

OBDEB. 

Most  Excellent  Commandant-General  of  the  station: 
Befer  to  the  captain  of  frigate  Don  Pedro  del  Peraly  fiscal,  for  proper 
disposition. 
Havana,  Mar.  1, 1893. 

Mantebola.    [Babrlo.] 

HINUTB. 

Havana,  February  twenty-five  ofl89S. 

These  proceedings  are  suspended  to  await  the  reply  to  see  whether 
the  bottom  of  the  Maine  may  be  inspected  by  the  divers  of  our  Govern- 
ment.   Certified. 


Javieb  db  Salas. 
Pebal. 


Bnbnc.1 
Bubricl 


MINTTTE. 


Havana,  March  firsts  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety  eight,  . 

There  are  appended  to  these  proceedings:  A  communication  from  the 
chief  of  the  general  staff  enclosing  an  invoice  of  medicines  furnished 
by  La  Balear^  pharmacy,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  seven  'peatA 
(sixty-five  cents)  gold,  two  communications  sent  by  the  head  of  the 
office  of  the  harbor  master  of  Havana,  relating  to  bodies  and  artii*le:« 
found  in  the  bay.  A  communication  from  the  office  of  the  snbins]vev 
tor  of  the  military  board  of  health,  accompanied  by  a  statement  oi 
the  wounded  of  the  Maine^  cared  for  in  the  hospitals  of  this  place.  A 
communication  from  the  office  of  the  commandant  of  the  navy-yard« 
accompanied  by  a  statement,  in  rei)ly  to  a  communication  from  This 
court;  five  photographs  of  the  Maine  taken  from  dififerent  points  al^^r 
the  catastrophe. 

A  communication  from  the  general  government  of  the  island,  trans- 
mitted by  tbe  same,  informing  that  it  had  communicated  with  ti.e 
consul  of  the  United  States  regarding  the  necessary  of  proceeding  to 
the  ij^spection  of  the  bottom  of  the  Mairie,  by  Spanish  divers.    Certitieii. 

Javieb  de  Saxas.    [Rubricj 
Pebal.    [Bubria] 
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OBDBB. 

In  Havana,  on  the  first  of  March,  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  the  judge  ordered  the  continuing  of  these  proceedings  by  reason 
of  having  received  verbal  authority  from  the  Gaptain-Oeneral's  office 
to  proceed  to  the  inspection  of  the  bottom  of  the  Maine^  by  this  eonrt. 

Hia  honor  so  ordered,  before  me,  the  secretary,  who  certifies. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Rnbric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

MINUTE. 

Havana,  March  fint^  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  office  of  the  subinspector 
of  the  military  board  of  health,  amplifying  a  former  one,  already  attached 
to  the  case. 
Certified. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Babric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

MINUTE. 

Havana,  March  firsts  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eighU 

One  of  the  navy-yard  divers  being  ill,  for  greater  comfort  and  dispatch 
in  the  work,  the  office  of  the  Captain-General  was  requested  to  ask  the 
board  of  harbor  works  to  send  the  official  divers  under  them. 
Certified. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Rnbric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

MINUTE. 

In  Havana,  on  the  second  of  March  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  the  court  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Maine^  where  the  divers 
and  material  of  the  board  of  harbor  works  were  located,  the  diver 
Bamon  Gonzalez  going  down  at  9  and  coming  up  at  9.30,  and  inspecting 
the  port  quarter. 
Certified. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Rnbric] 
Pebal.    [Rubric] 

MINUTE. 

In  Havana,  on  the  second  of  March  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  the  court  again  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Maine^  where  were 
the  divers  of  the  board  of  harbor  works  and  that  of  the  navy-yard, 
all  with  the  necessary  equipment,  witnessing  the  descent  of  the  said 
Juan  Hernandez  and  Ram6n  Gonzales,  the  former  on  the  port  side 
toward  the  middle  and  the  latter  at  the  same  part  of  the  starboard  side, 
remaining nnder  water  from  one  oVlock  until  fifteen  minutes  after  three. 

And  in  order  that  it  may  be  of  record,  it  is  set  forth  by  means  of 
minutes  which  I,  the  secretary,  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 
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Havsiia,  the  second  of  March,  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  the  judge  determined  to  commonicate  orally  to  the  Bai)erior  anthor- 
Ities  the  resoltof  the  preliminary  examination  made  by  the  diTers  on  this 
day,  in  the  event  of  its  being  deemed  expedient  to  transmit  the  same 
to  the  Government  of  His  Majesty,  reporting  that  the  one  who  inspected 
the  port  side  did  not  reach  the  point  where  the  vessel  is  broken,  and 
that  the  one  on  the  starboard  side  saw  about  the  middle  large  piecee 
of  plates  bent  outward,  as  well  as  coal  strewn  on  the  outside:  the  find- 
ings of  the  day  not  being  more  extensive  by  reason  of  the  deep  mine, 
which  impeded  progress,  and  of  the  wreckage,  which  caused  stumbling* 

So  dictated  his  honor  before  me,  the  secretary,  who  certifies. 

Javieb  be  Saigas.    [Sign  manual,] 
PsBAL.    [Sign  manual.] 

Qenebal  Navy  Headquabtebs  of  the  Havana 

Station  and  Squadbon  of  the  Antilles, 

Staff  Thibd  Division,  Seotion  2. 

The  commander  of  the  ironclad  is  hereby  directed  to  be  pleased  to 
order  that  the  diver  of  his  ship  be  present  at  seven  to-morrow  at  the 
Machina  of  San  Fernando,  at  the  disposal  of  your  honor,  with  the  requi- 
site equipment,  to  assist  in  the  work  of  examining  the  bottom  of  the 
United  States  ironclad  Maine.  I  state  this  to  your  honor  for  your 
information  and  as  the  consequence  of  your  note  of  this  date. 

God  guard  your  honor  for  many  years, 

Havana,  March  2, 1898. 

Mantebola.    [Sign  manoaL] 

The  investigating  judge. 

Captain  Don  Pedbo  del  Pebal  t  Oaballebo. 

minutes. 

Havana,  March  3j  1898. 

It  is  made  of  record  by  means  of  minutes  that  owing  to  the  prevail- 
ing rain  and  in  consequence  of  the  turbidness  of  the  water  the  work 
of  the  divers  has  been  suspended  for  this  day.    I  so  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  manoaL] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

minutes. 

Havana,  March  3^  1898. 

It  was  requested  of  the  superior  authorities  that  the  diver  of  the 
Vizoaya  be  directed  to  assist,  with  the  equipment  of  his  occupation,  in 
the  work  of  the  divers  of  the  navy-yard  and  of  the  harbor  works.  I 
so  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

minutes. 

Havana,  March  4, 1898. 

The  court  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  divers  Hernandez  and  Gonzalez  of  the  harbor  works,  and 
Alvarez  and  Abellieras  of  the  navy-yard,  who  proceeded  with  their 
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examiDstion,  remaining  tinder  water,  two  at  a  time  alternately,  firom 
7  to  9  in  the  forenoon  and  from  12  to  3^  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  made 
of  record  by  means  of  minntes,  which  I,  the  secretary,  certify. 

Jayieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  mannaLJ 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

DEPOSITION  OF  DON  FBANOISGO  ALDBES  T  OASAMBS. 

Havana,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  appeared  in  this  court,  on  verbal  summons,  the  person 
named  in  the  margin,  who,  being  cautioned  as  to  the  obligation  of 
speaking  the  truth  and  the  penalty  provided  by  law  for  false  testimony, 
swore  to  tell  the  truth,  and  being  asked  the  usual  questions  in  the  law, 
declared  himself  and  bis  name  to  be  D.  Francisco  Aldres  y  Gasames, 
of  age,  married,  a  graduated  assistant  engineer  of  Public  Works,  an 
industrial  engineer  presently  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  of  Harbor 
Works,  without  any  interest  whatever  in  the  case  under  investigation. 
Being  asked  whether  he  hud  effected  works  for  the  removal  of  sunken 
hulls  in  the  bay^  said  that  he  effected  the  removal  of  sunken  hulls  at 
Tallapiedra,  that  of  the  hull  of  the  American  steamer  Oity  of  RiondOj 
done  the  work  required  for  the  site  of  the  dry  dock  and  that  recently 
concluded  to  blow  up.  the  shoal  Felidano. 

Being  asked  what  explosives  he  used  for  the  purpose,  in  what  quan- 
tity, and  what  were  the  effect  and  consequences,  said  that  he  used  an 
American  explosive  called  Rancka — ^rock  similar  to  dynamite  number 
3;  that  he  used  it  in  quantities  of  from  5  to  25  pounds;  that  the  effects 
of  small  quantities  have  been  insignificant  on  the  outside  when  the 
cartridges  were  placed  more  than  two  meters  deep,  and  that  with  the 
medium  and  larger  charges  it  was  observed  that  there  were  projections 
of  water,  more  or  less  high,  according  to  the  charge  and  depth ;  it 
drags  considerable  mire  from  the  bottom  and  with  it  a  greater  or  less 
number  of  dead  fish,  which  appear  on  the  surface  sometimes  one  hun- 
dred meters  distant  from  the  place  where  the  explosion  took  place, 
there  always  being  found  a  larger  number  dead  at  the  bottom  or  within 
the  hulls  worked  on;  that  flames  were  never  seen  to  issue  at  the  sur- 
face, nor  was  there  any  volume  of  smoke  sufficient  to  be  perceived,  as 
it  were,  the  color  being  white  in  every  case;  that  the  effects  of  the 
explosions  were  always  felt  by  the  vessels  near  the  spot  where  they 
took  place,  and  that  at  distances  of  from  500  to  1,000  meters  the  hulls 
felt  as  if  they  had  been  struck  a  hard  blow,  but  without  consequences. 

And  at  this  stage  this  deposition  was  suspended,  read  by  the  witness, 
who  affirmed  and  ratifiedits  contents,  subscribiug  it  with  the  judge  and 
in  the  presence  of  the  secretary,  who  certifies. 

Fbangisgo  Aldots.    [Sign  manuaL] 
Pedbo  del  Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 
Javieb  de  Salab.    [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  4, 1898. 

Copy  was  made  of  the  plans  of  the  Maine^  furnished  by  her  late  com- 
mander, Mr.  Sigsbee,  a  draftsman  of  the  navy-yard,  doing  duty  at 
the  artillery  headquarters,  being  sent  for  to  do  the  work.  Saw  plans. 
which  will  be  appended  to  these  proceedings,  were  examined  to  the  end 
of  dividing  and  distributing  the  work  of  the  divers.    I  so  certify. 

Javieb  be  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 
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DEPOSITION  OF  THE  HEBCHANT  NAYiaATINa  OFFIOEB  BON  KiatrEL 

GONZALAZ  FBAYIESO. 

At  fiavana,  on  the  fonrtb  of  March,  one  thonsand  eight  handred 
and  ninety-eight,  appeared  before  the  conrt  the  officer  named  in  the 
margin,  who,  being  cautioned  as  to  the  interrogatories  about  to  be  put 
to  him  and  the  penalties  incurred  by  thot^e  who  give  false  testimony, 
swore  to  tell  the  truth,  and,  being  asked  the  usual  questions,  declared 
himself  and  his  name  to  be  Don  Miguel  Gonzalez  Fravieso,  twenty- 
seven  years  old,  of  age,  native  of  Gastroi)ol,  Asturias,  merchant  navigat- 
ing officer,  and  at  present  in  the  position  of  first  officer  of  the  steanier 
San  Juan, 

Being  asked  whether  in  the  night  of  the  15th  of  February,  of  the 
present  year,  he  was  in  the  harbor  and  witnessed  the  blowing  up  of  the 
Mainej  as  well  as  such  particulars  in  connection  therewith  as  might 
throw  light  on  the  proceedings,  he  said  that  he  was  on  board  tihe  ^n 
Juan,  then  under  repairs  at  I^gla,  lying  in  his  bunk;  that  he  awoke  at 
the  sound  of  the  explosion,  imagining  that  somemisfortunehad  happened 
in  the  bay,  and  believing  that  it  might  well  be  on  one  of  our  war  ves- 
sels. That  he  ordered  the  boat  to  be  manned  by  four  men  and  proceeded 
toward  the  channel  of  the  harbor,  when  he  saw  flames  beginning  to 
issue  from  a  certain  point  which  he  approached,  the  Maine  turning 
out  to  be  the  vessel  on  fire;  that  on  arriving  he  found  there  four  boats 
from  our  war  vessels,  and  one  which  he  believes  might  have  been 
from  the  Meancoj  some  being  very  near  and  others  fastened  to  the 
stern  of  the  Maine,  picking  up  and  giving  assistance  to  wounded  men; 
that  of  American  boats  he  only  saw  one,  a  merchant  fogte^  which  I 
suppose  was  from  the  Washington,  whither  the  wounded  men  were 
likely  taken,  for  one  could  hear  the  moaning  and  crying  coming  from 
that  vessel;  that  he  was  unable  to  pick  up  any  wounded  man  or  sea- 
man, and  aifter  a  short  while  withdrew,  leaving  the  boats  from  the  war 
vessels. 

Being  asked  whether  he  saw  any  boat  from  the  Washington  other  thwi 
that  al^ve  mentioned,  he  said  that  he  saw  no  other,  and  that  at  the  same 
moment  the  Washington  weighed  anchor  and  moored  at  San  Jose. 

And  this  deposition  was  suspended  and  read  by  the  witness,  who 
affirmed  and  ratified  its  contents,  subscribing  it  with  the  judge  in  the 
presence  of  the  secretary,  who  certifies. 

MiouEL  Gonzalez  Fbaiveso.    [Sign  mannaL] 
Pedbo  del  Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 
Javieb  de  Sala.    [Sign  manual.] 

DEPOSITION  OF  GOMMODOBE  DON  MANUEL  ELISA  T  VEBGABA. 

At  Havana,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  appeared,  on  summons,  the  officer  named  in  the  margin, 
who,  being  advised  of  the  obligation  resting  on  him  to  tell  the  truth  and 
of  the  penalties  incurred  by  those  who  give  false  testimony,  swore  to  tell 
the  truth,  and  being  asked  the  usual  questions,  under  the  law,  declared 
himself  and  his  name  to  be  Don  Manuel  Elisa  y  Yergar%  commodore; 
married;  of  age;  declaring  to  have  no  interest  whatever,  direct  or 
indirect,  in  the  case  under  investigation. 

Being  asked  whether,  during  the  time  while  the  ship  under  his  com- 
mand was  moored  to  one  of  the  buoys  near  to  the  site  for  the  dry  dock, 
he  felt  any  perceptible  or  considerable  trepidations  resulting  from  the 
submarine  explosions  that  took  place  there,  he  said  that  toward  the 
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month  of  Angnst  or  thereabout  there  took  place  small  sabmarine  explo- 
sions for  the  purpose,  as  he  believed,  of  blowing  np  some  rocks  which 
impeded  the  work  of  the  dredges  on  the  site  of  the  dry  dock. 

His  ship,  which  is  the  craiser  Alfonso  XIIj  experienced  trepidations 
^vrhich  alarmed  him  at  first,  and  he  reported  to  the  admiral  of  the 
squadron  for  his  opinion  as  to  whether  he  thought  it  expnedient  that  his 
znooring  should  be  changed  so  as  to  avoid  injury  to  his  ship  from  the 
irepetition  of  this  effect,  and  in  consequence  made  fast  to  the  buoy  at 
!Fri$cornia,  belonging  to  the  steamers  of  the  French  line.  Being  asked 
in  regard  to  the  thickness  of  the  plates  on  the  sides  of  his  ship  at  the 
"bottom,  he  said  that  it  is  approximately  a  half  inch  (Spanish).  And  at 
t^liis  point  this  declaration  was  suspended,  and  after  reading,  affirming, 
mnd  ratifying  it,  he  subscribed  it  with  the  judge  and  the  secretary,  who 
certifies. 

Mantibl  bb  ELiaA.    [Sign  manual] 

Fbdbo  dbl  Pebal.    [SigD  manual.] 
Jayibb  db  Salas.    [Sign  manual] 

MINUTBS. 

Havana,  Mareh  5, 1898. 

The  court  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  divers  Hernandez  and  Gonzales,  of  the  harbor  works, 
and  Alvarez  and  Abelliera,  of  the  navy-yard,  who  proceeded  with  the 
examinatioDi  remaining  under  water  two  at  a  time,  alternately,  toward 
the  bow,  all  on  the  starboard  side,  from  7  to  9  in  the  forenoon  and  from 
12  to  3j^  in  the  afternoon. 

It  is  made  of  record  by  means  of  minutes  which  I,  the  secretaryy 
certify. 

Javieb  j>b  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pbbal.    [Sign  manual] 

MINUTBS. 

Havana,  March  5, 1898. 

There  was  submitted  to  the  superior  authorities,  for  their  approval^ 
an  account  of  the  expensed  of  this  court  up  to  this  day,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  (Spanish)  sixty- five  cents,  gold.  I  so 
ceitiQr. 

Javibb  db  Salas.    [Sign  manual] 
Pbbal.    [Sign  manual] 

MINUTBS. 

Havana,  March  tf,  1898. 

The  divers  did  not  work,  this  being  a  holiday.    I  so  certify'. 

Javieb  db  Salas.    [Sign  manual] 
Pbbal.    [Sign  manual.] 

OBDBB. 

Havana,  March  7, 1898. 

The  judge,  with  the  plans  of  the  Maine  under  his  eyes,  determined 
to  make  a  distribution  of  the  work  to  the  divers,  charging  them  espe- 
cially to  direct  their  work  to  the  finding  the  stem  of  the  ship  and  the 
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forward  turret  in  order  to  take  these  at  once  for  starting  points  and 
keep  up  the  full  examination  of  the  sabmerged  part. 
So  dictated  his  honor  before  me,  the  secretary,  who  certifies. 

Jayteb  de  Saxas.    [Sign  manuaL] 
Pbbal.    [Sign  mannal.] 

MINX7TB8. 

Havana,  March  8, 1898. 

The  court  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  divers  Hernandez  and  Gonzalez,  of  the  board  of  harbor 
works,  and  Alvarez  and  Abelliera,  of  the  navy-yard,  who  proceeded 
with  their  examination,  remaining  under  the  water  from  7  to  9  in  the 
forenoon  and  12  to  3  in  the  afternoon. 

It  is  made  of  record  by  means  of  minutes  which  I,  the  secretary,  certify. 

Javieb  db  Salas.    [Sign  manoaL] 
PsBAii.    [Sign  manuaL] 

MINUTBS. 

Havana,  March  9, 1898. 

The  court  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed 
the  descent  of  the  divers  Gonzalez  and  Hernandez  of  the  board  of 
harbor  works,  and  Alvares  and  Abelliera,  of  the  navy-yard,  who  pro- 
ceeded with  the  examination,  remaining  under  water  from  7  to  9  in 
the  forenoon  and  from  12  to  3  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  made  of  record 
by  means  of  minutes  which  I,  the  secretary,  certify. 

Javieb  de  SAiiAS.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

HINUTES. 

Havana,  March  10^  1898. 

The  court  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  divers  Gonzalez  and  Hernandez,  alternating  from  12  to 
3  in  the  afternoon.    I  so  certify. 

Javieb  db  Salas.    [Sign  manuaL] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manuaL] 

KINUTES. 

Havana,  March  11, 1898. 

The  court  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  divers  Gonzalez  and  Hernandez  of  the  board  of  harbor 
works,  who  worked  alternately  from  12  to  3  in  the  afternoon.  I  so 
certify.  Javieb  db  Salas.    [Sign  manuaL  1 

Pedbo  dbl  Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  X9, 1898C 

A  report  of  the  salient  occurrences  and  facts  of  the  night  of  the 
Maine  disaster  was  asked  officially  of  the  chie&  of  the  companies  ot 
firemen  in  this  capitaL 
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MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  I2j  1898. 

The  coort  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  divers  Gonzalez  and  Hernandez,  of  the  board  of  harbor 
^works,  who  worked  alternately  from  12  to  3  in  the  afternoon.  I  so 
certify. 

Jayieb  de  Saxas.     [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

^Tayt  Genebal  Headquabters  of  the  Havana  Station 

AND  SQUADBON  of  THE  ANTILLES. 

Staff  DIVISION  3,  Section  2,  "Olases." 

I  have  to  say  to  your  honor,  in  reply  to  your  polite  note  of  this 
day,  that  I  have  obtained  from  the  chief  of  harbor  works  here  two 
divers,  with  the  necessary  equipment,  who  are  to  be  at  your  disposal 
to-morrow  at  7  in  the  forenoon,  near  the  ironclad  Maine. 

Ood  guard  your  honor  for  many  years. 

Havana,  first  of  March,  1898. 

Mantebola.    [Sign  manual.] 

The  investigating  judge,  Gaptain  Don  Pedbo  del  Pebal  y 
Baballebo. 

[ConfldentlAlO 

Natt  Genebal  Headquabtebs  of  the  Havana  Station 

AND  SQUADBON  of  THE  ANTILLES.     STAFF-DIVISION, 

The  most  excellent  minister  in  a  cipher  cablegram  dated  the  10th 
instant,  writes  as  follows:  Advisable  you  exi)edite  as  much  as  you  can 
the  conclusion  report  Maine  so  that  it  precede  Americans.  In  trans- 
mitting this  to  your  honor  I  do  so  to  the  end  that,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  wishes  of  the  national  government  you  may  use,  if  that 
be  possible,  more  expedition  than  has  been  done  heretofore,  in  order  to 
eomply  with  the  cablegram. 

God  guard  your  honor  for  many  years. 

Havana,  11  March,  1898. 

Mantebola    [Sign  manual] 

Captain  D.  Pedbo  del  Pebal, 

Inveetigating  Judge  in  the  ca^e  of  the  Ironclad  Maine. 

[Telogmn.] 

Qffiob  of  the  Govebnob-Genebal  of  the  Island  of  Ouba, 

Washingtanj  February  19^  1898. 
Consal-Genoral  Lee,  Havana: 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  already  commenced  an 
investigation  concerning  the  causes  which  occasioned  the  disaster  of  the 
Maine  through  the  medium  of  naval  officers  appointed  especially  for  the 
purpose,  who  will  conduct  this  investigation  independently.  This  Gtov- 
ernment  will  extend  every  possible  facility  to  the  Spanish  authorities  for 
the  investigations  they  may  wish  to  make  on  their  part. 

Day. 

A  true  copy.  Jose  Oongosto.    [Sign  manual.] 

[Telegram.] 
QPFIOB  OF  THE  GOYBi  I  NOB- GENEBAL  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  OUBA, 

Havana^  February  18^  1898. 

Bigsbee  begins  work  to-morrow  with  divers  who  have  been  sent  him 
from  the  United  States  to  recover  the  bodies  that  still  remain  in  the 
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Maine,  as  well  as  personal  effects  of  the  oflScers  and  crew,  and  also  any 
other  article  that  may  be  secured.  After  this  the  Spanish  GK>veniment 
wishes  to  unite  with  ours,  to  the  end  of  examining  the  hall  of  the  ship 
and  the  bottom  of  the  harbor  around  the  same. 

ItER. 

A  true  copy. 

J.  GoNGOSTO.    [Sign  manuaL] 

Offiob  of  the  Ooysbnob-Gensbai^ 

OF  THB  iBLAim  OF  CUBA^ 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  The  consul-general  of  the  United  States  at  this 
capital  has  just  addressed  me  the  following  note: 

*^  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  25th  instant.  In  reply  I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  copy  of 
my  telegram  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  refer- 
ring to  the  subject,  and  also  the  reply  of  that  Department.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  the  Governmeut  of  the  United  States  thinks  that  the 
iuvestigation  by  the  two  governments  is  to  be  independent,  but  that 
every  kind  of  facilities  will  be  granted  to  your  Gk)vernment  for  the 
prosecution  of  such  investigation  as  it  may  think  expedient.  I  shall 
coDfer  with  Captain  Sigsbee  on  the  matter  and  will  suggest  that  he  call 
on  the  admiral  of  the  naval  station,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  these  two 
officers  may  agree  upon  some  plan  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  all.  I 
am  sure  that  neither  Government  has  any  other  object  than  to  eluci- 
date all  the  facts  connected  with  the  explosion  on  the  Mainej  and  that 
the  main  desire  of  both  Governments  is  to  proceed  in  harmony  with 
the  investigations." 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  foregoing  to  your  honor  with  the 
translated  copies  of  the  two  telegrams  referred  to,  for  such  ends  as 
may  be  expedient. 

God  guard  your  honor  for  many  years. 

Havana,  February  26, 1898. 

Bahon  Blakoo.    [Sign  manuaL] 

Most  excellent  naval  commander-general  of  the  station  Providenda^ 

With  the  two  annexed  copies  of  the  telegrams,  let  the  present  letter 
be  turned  over  to  Captain  D.  Pedro  del  Feral,  prosecutuag  attorney 
(judge-advocate),  for  the  ends  thereto  appertaining. 

Havana,  March  15, 1898. 

OOXTBT  OF  iNTBSTiaATIOII. 

Most  Excellent  Sir:  In  the  investigation  conducted  by  me  in  the  ma^ 
ter  of  the  catastrophe  of  the  Maitie  there  are  needed  certain  data  which 
this  court  does  not  know  where  to  find.  I  therefore  turn  to  your  excel- 
lency  and  beg  that  you  may  secure  the  same  ftom  the  proper  quarter. 
The  said  data  are  as  follows :  Ordnance  carried  by  the  ship,  i>arts  of  the 
ship  where  the  same  was  placed,  quantity  and  nature  of  ammnnitaon, 
and  powder  in  the  forward  magazines. 

God  guard  your  excellency  for  many  years* 

Havana,  March  16, 1898. 

PSDBO  DEL  Pebal.    [Sign  manaal.] 

Most  excellent  commander-general  of  the  station,  Apostadero. 

Let  the  present  be  transmitted  to  the  most  excellent  and  iUuatriond 
Governor  General  of  the  island,  and  let  him  be  asked  to  be  pleased  cc 
secure  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  the  requested  data,  an<i 
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let  the  present  letter  be  returned  to  the  jadge-advocate,  who  signs  it, 
for  the  ends  thereto  appertaining. 
Havana,  March  16, 1898. 

Mentebola.    [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  12^  1898. 

An  official  note  from  the  superior  authority  transmitting  a  cipher 
telegram  from  the  most  excellent  minister  of  the  navy  was  received 
and  is  made  part  of  these  proceedings.    I  so  certify. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  12^  1898. 

An  official  letter  from  the  superior  authority  announcing  that  the 
belp  in  equipment  and  divers  has  been  secured  from  the  board  of  works 
of  the  harbori  as  requested,  is  made  part  of  the  proceedings.  I  so 
certiJ(y. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    I  Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  I3y  1898. 

This  being  a  holiday  the  work  of  the  divers  is  suspended.    I  so  certify. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  14^  1698. 

The  court  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  divers  Hernandez  and  Gonzalez,  of  the  board  of  harbor 
works,  and  Alvarez  and  Abellieras,  of  the  navy-yard,  who  worked  from 
12  to  3^  in  the  afternoon.    I  so  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  15 j  1898. 

The  court  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  divers  Hernandez  and  Gonzalez,  of  the  harbor  works, 
and  Alvarez  and  Abelleira,  of  the  navy-yard,  who  worked  from  12  to  3^ 
in  the  afternoon.    I  so  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manuaL] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  16^1698. 

Oopies  of  two  telegrams,  one  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  to  the  consul  of  his  country  at  this  capital,  and  the  other 
from  said  consul  to  the  Government  of  Washington,  accompanied  by 
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an  official  letter  of  the  Governor-General  of  the  island  transmitting  the 
reply  of  the  consul  to  previous  official  correspondence,  were  received 
and  are  made  part  of  these  proceediugs.    I  so  certify. 

Javieb  db  Sal  as.    [SignmannaL] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual.] 

MINUTES. 

Havana,  March  16j  1898. 

An  official  letter  went  to  the  most  excellent  commander  general  of 
the  station,  asking  him  to  obtain  from  the  proper  quarter  certain  data 
as  to  the  ordnance  carried  by  the  Mainej  the  location  of  the  same;  the 
quantity  and  kinds  of  ammunition  and  powder  in  the  forward  maga- 
zines.   I  so  certify. 

Jayieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  mannaL] 
PSBAL.    [Sign  manual.] 

minutes. 

Maboh  16, 1898. 

A  reply  to  the  official  note  in  the  foregoing  minutes  is  received  and 
made  part  of  the  proceedings.    I  so  certify. 

Jayieb  de  Salas.    [Sign  mannaL 
Pebal.    Sign  manual. 

MINUTES. 

Hayana,  March  16^  1898. 

The  court  repaired  to  the  location  of  the  Maine  and  witnessed  the 
descent  of  the  divers  Hernandez  and  Gonzalez,  of  the  board  of  harbor 
works,  and  Alverez  and  Abelliera,  of  the  navy-yard,  who  worked  from 
12  to  3^  in  the  afternoon,  alternately.    I  so  certify. 

Jayieb  de  Saigas.    |Sign  manual.] 
Pebal.    [Sign  manual] 

MINUTES. 

Mabgh  17, 1898 

The  court  repaired  near  the  Maine^  witnessing  the  descent  of  the 
divers  of  the  arsenal  aud  of  the  board  of  works  of  the  port,  who  worked 
from  12  to  3}  p.  m.    I  certify. 

Jayieb  de  Salas.    [Flouxish.] 
Pebal.    [Flourislu] 

OFFIOIAL  AOT  OB  PBOOEEDINa. 

Hayana,  March  18 j  1898. 

• 

The  court  went  near  to  the  place  where  the  Ma  ne  was,  and  witnessed 
the  descent  of  the  divers,  who  worked  alteruately  from  12  to  3^  p.  m. 
1  certify. 

Jayieb  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Peral.    [Flourish.] 
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OBDEB. 

Hayana,  February  19y  1898. 

His  honor  ordered  that  the  work  of  the  divers  in  examining  the 
Maine  sboald  be  considered  as  ended,  and  proceeded  to  take  their  (le])o- 
sitioQS,  for  which  purpose  they  were  snmmoned  to  appear  on  Monday, 
the  2l8t.  Thus  his  honor  ordered  before  me,  the  clerk  of  the  court, 
"vfho  certify. 

Jayibb  db  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Pebal.    [Flourish.] 

DBPOSmON  OF  BAMON  GONZALEZ,  DIVEB. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  1898,  appeared, 
liaving  been  duly  summoned,  the  diver  above  named,  who,  having 
been  admonished  that  he  was  under  strict  obligations  to  tell  the  truth, 
and  having  been  warned  of  the  penalties  to  which  any  person  sub- 
jected himself  by  bearing  false  witness,  made  oath  that  he  would  tell 
the  truth,  and,  being  asked  the  usual  preliminary  questions,  said  that 
his  name  was  Ramon  Gonzalez  y  Gravote;  that  he  was  a  native  of 
Santa  Cruz  de  TeneritTe,  married,  38  years  of  age,  and  a  diver  in  the 
employ  of  the  board  of  works  of  the  port;  he  said  that  he  had  no 
interest,  either  direct  or  indirect,  in  the  case  now  before  the  court. 

When  asked  whether  he  had  worked  in  the  examination  of  the  bot- 
tom and  the  sunken  portion  of  the  American  ironclad  Maine,  and  if 
6o,  how  many  days,  and  with  what  result,  he  said  that  he  had,  indeed, 
worked  in  the  examination  of  the  sunken  portion  of  the  Maine  from 
the  2d  day  of  the  current  month  until  the  18th  without  interruption, 
except  on  holidays,  and  on  one  day  when  the  rain  prevented  him  from 
working;  that  he  had  been  every  day,  and  that  he  could  recapitulate 
what  he  had  seen  in  the  following;  that  he  began  the  examination  on 
the  port  side,  aft,  but  did  not  find  any  serious  damage  there;  that  he 
examined  the  spaces  occupied  by  the  boilers,  forward,  on  both  sides, 
and  found  that  all  the  plates,  which  had  apparently  formed  the  sides, 
were  bent  outwards;  that,  in  the  center  of  the  huU,  there  was  such  a 
mass  of  plates,  irons,  cable  conductors  (apparently  for  electric  light), 
pieceB  of  wood  (projectiles,  some  whole  and  others  broken)  together 
with  other  objects,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  down  into  the  hull  of 
the  vessel 

That  in  examining  the  forward  part,  on  the  starboard  side,  he  found  a 
small  anchor,  broken  on  one  side;  that,  throughout  an  extent  of  two 
or  three  fathoms,  it  was  found  to  be  intact,  although  bulging  out- 
wards; continuing  the  same  examination,  forward,  on  the  same  port 
side,  a  double  bottom  was  found  in  which  there  was  apparently  no 
break  whatever;  that,  moreover,  there  were  found  on  the  port  side  of 
the  same  double  bottom  an  orlop-gangway,  the  sides  of  which  were 
intact,  and  within  several  pieces  of  iron,  melted  and  broken,  which  had 
evidently  stopped  there;  that,  when  the  water  around  the  vessel  was 
examined,  in  a  radius  of  from  50  to  60  metres,  remnants  of  plates,  hand- 
rails, and  shapeless  masses  of  all  kinds  and  sizes  were  found,  it  being 
impossible  to  tell  from  what  part  of  the  vessel  they  were. 

The  bottom  was  found  to  be  full  of  mud,  without  any  cavity  what- 
ever except  those  caused  by  objects  which  fell  during  the  explosion; 
that  the  bilge  and  keel  of  the  vessel,  throughout  its  entire  extent,  were 
bnried  in  tne  mud,  but  did  not  appear  to  have  suffered  any  damage; 
that  he  did  not  find  the  large  turret  on  the  starboard  side,  forward^ 
40 
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nor  oonld  he  form  a  correct  idea  of  anything  more,  becaaae  tiie  eon- 
fiision  of  objects  prevented  him  from  penetrating  into  the  iuterior 
portion  of  the  vessel ;  that  the  point  of  rnptnre  was  at  the  same  height, 
both  on  the  port  and  starboard  sides;  that  the  mptore  was  caused  by 
the  uniting  of  two  plates,  the  aft  plate  remaining  intact,  and  the  rivets 
which  fastened  it  having  been  broken  in  two,  their  heads  remaining  in 
their  pla^^es  on  the  inside,  and  the  rest  ontside  of  their  orifices. 

That  Home  coal  was  found  outside  of  the  coal  bunkers,  on  tiie  mud,  on 
both  aides ;  that  on  the  port  side  there  was  a  boat  of  the  kind  propelled  by 
Bteam,  apparently  uninjured, or  at  most  with  but  slight  injuries.  There 
WHS  another  boat,  farther  aft,  hanging  from  its  davits  in  the  oninjare  I 
portion  of  the  vessel. 

Here  the  deposition  ended,  and  deponent  read  it  and  ratified  its 
contents,  and  signed  it  with  his  honor  the  judge,  and  with  the  clerk  of 
the  court,  who  cer titles. 

liAMON  Gonzalez  Oababote  fsic).    [Flourish.] 

Pedbo  del  Pbral.    [Flourish.] 

Javier  db  Salab.    [Flourish.] 

DBPOSITION  OF  JUAN  HEBNANDBZ,  piVBB. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  ou  the  21st  day  of  March,  1898,  appeared  the 
aforesaid  diver,  who,  having  been  admonished  that  he  was  under  strict 
obligations  to  tell  the  truth,  and  was  warned  of  the  penalties  inoorred 
by  any  person  who  bears  false  witness,  made  oath  that  he  would  tell 
the  truth,  and  being  asked  the  usual  preliminary  questions,  he  said 
that  his  name  was  Juan  Hernandez  y  Cabrera,  a  native  of  Santa  Cruz, 
in  Tenerifie,  married,  29  years  of  age,  a  diver  in  the  employ  of  the 
board  of  works  of  the  port.  He  declared  that  he  had  no  intere^^t, 
either  direct  or  indirect,  in  the  case  before  the  court. 

He  was  then  asked  whether  he  had  worked  in  examining  the  bottom 
of  the  Maine  and  the  submerged  portion  of  that  vessel,  how  many 
(lays  he  had  worked,  and  with  what  result.  In  reply  to  which  he  said 
tliat  he  had  worked  from  the  2d  to  the  18th  day  of  the  current  month 
without  any  interruption  except  on  holidays  and  rainy  days,  and  that 
he  had  seen  the  following:  That  he  began  to  examine  on  the  starboard 
side  of  the  vessel,  beginning  aft  and  going  forward,  but  found  nothing 
remarkable  until  the  point  of  rupture  marked  in  the  plan,  which  corre- 
sponds exactly  to  the  forward  side  of  the  coal  bunkers  in  the  centex 
from  port  to  starboard ;  that  the  rupture  of  the  side  is  perfectly  well 
marked  in  the  joining  of  the  vertical  plates;  that  the  plates  which  run 
aft  are  intact,  their  rivets  being  preserved,  together  with  their  heads 
on  the  inner  side,  and  the  separated  plate  without  the  riveted  portion 
or  head  which  belonged  to  it;  that  in  the  portion  comprised  between 
the  rupture  and  the  rear  portion  of  the  vessel  there  was  a  boat  hang- 
ing from  its  davits  with  a  canvas  cover,  and  that  he  examined  from  the 
point  of  rupture,  going  aft  without  fLnding  any  side  or  plates  of  that 
kind  for  a  distance  from  the  prow  of  5  or  6  meters;  that  it  was  almost 
intact,  although  not  down  toward  the  outside  portion. 

That  he  there  found  an  anchor  broken  in  the  side  and  a  chain  which 
went  from  the  hawsehole,  which  is  in  the  chain  box ;  that  in  the  place 

in  which was  the  plates  are  seen  which  have  fallen  upon  the  mud, 

always  toward  the  outside;  that  on  a  more  careful  examination  a 
part  was  found  which  had  apparently  belonged  to  the  hold  of  the  vessel, 
because  there  appeareil  a  double  bottom,  one  portion  of  which  was 
detached  from  the  other  by  vertical  plates  which  divided  it  into  small 
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oompartmentB  communiGating  with  each  other  through  large  oval  holes ; 
th&t  near  to  the  coal  bunkers,  on  that  side  toward  the  forward  part  of 
tlie  rapture,  a  quantity  of  coal  was  found  scattered  over  the  mud ;  that 
projectiles  for  the  cannon  were  likewise  seen  of  ten  inches,  and  also  of 
iK  and  also  for  rapid-firing  guns  and  even  of  Mauser  rifles,  some  of  them 
b&^viDg  burst  and  others  being  whole ;  that  when  examined  on  the  out- 
ride throughout  an  extent  equal  to  one-half  of  the  length  of  the  vessel 
around  the  hull  remnants  were  found,  more  or  less  large,  of  plates, 
timbers,  utensils,  etc.,  at  the  bottom,  which  consists  of  loose  mud, 
^without  any  hole  or  cavity,  presenting  a  uniform  aspect. 

That,  examining  the  side  on  the  starboard,  the  rupture  was  found  at 
tbe  same  height  as  on  the  other  side,  with  the  diflerence  that  the  for- 
ward x>art  does  not  exist,  and  that  on  this  side  the  remnants  hurled  out 
of  the  vessel  are  less  numerous;  that  the  part  of  the  side  which  exists 
is  knocked  down  on  to  the  mud  as  far  as  the  point  of  rupture;  that  on 
the  inside  of  the  vessel  it  has  been  imx)0S8ible  to  make  a  careful  exami- 
uation  on  account  of  the  pile  of  plates,  irons,  electric  cables,  and 
fragments  of  all  kinds  which  prevent  this;  the  filthy  condition  of  the 
vrater  likewise  renders  such  work  difficult;  that  they  saw  jars  of  pow- 
der, some  of  which  had  burst,  and  another — only  one — was  entire  with 
the  bag  inside.    This  deposition  stopped  here  and  deponent  signed  it, 
after  having  read  it  and  having  ratified  it;  he  signed  it  with  his  honor 
tbe  judge  and  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  who  certifies. 

Juan  Hebnandez.      [Flourish.] 
Pedbo  del  Pebal.    [Flourish.] 
Javxbb  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

DEPOSITION  OF  JOSlg  MANX7EL  ALVABEZ. 

• 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  1898,  appeared  the 
above-named  diver,  who,  having  been  admonished  that  be  was  under 
strict  obligation  to  tell  the  truth,  and  being  warned  of  the  penalties 
incurred  by  any  person  who  bears  false  witness,  made  oath  that  he 
would  tell  the  truth,  and  being  asked  the  usual  preliminary  questions 
he  said  that  his  name  was  Jos^  Manuel  Alvarez  Mutiiz,  a  native  of 
Asturias,  37  years  of  age,  and  married,  and  that  he  had  been  a  diver 
in  the  navy  since  the  year  1887 ;  he  said  that  he  was  not  interested, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  case  before  the  court.  Being  asked 
whether  he  had  worked  in  the  examination  of  the  bottom  and  the  sub- 
merged portion  of  the  North  American  ironclad  Mainej  he  said  that  he 
had  indeed  worked  from  the  2d  day  of  the  current  month  until  the 
18th,  except  on  holidays  and  the  3d  day  of  the  month,  which  was  rainy, 
and  also  the  11th,  12th,  and  10th,  when  they  were  working  on  a  Nor- 
wegian steamer  in  the  dock. 

He  said  that  he  began  the  examination  at  the  point  of  rupture  on 
the  starboard  side,  and  that  he  could  pot  distinguish  or  reconstruct  any 
portion  of  the  vessel  from  that  point,  because  the  plates  were  in  differ- 
ent positions  and  many  of  them  were  buried;  that  of  the  iron  plates 
he  only  saw  a  few  on  the  port  side  toward  the  middle;  that  the  vessel 
in  her  forward  half  was  broken  up,  and  that  in  her  inner  portion  the 
examination  was  difficult,  especially  when  they  were  at  work,  because 
the  American  divers  were  working  there;  that  the  lowest  portion  of 
the  vessel  must  be  buried,  and  that  among  the  plates  and  scattered 
pieces  there  is  not  one  that  can  appear  or  be  of  the  keel;  that  there 
were  no  cavities  or  rough  places  or  larire  holes  in  the  bottom,  and  that 

on  the  starboard  side  this  appears  higher  than  on  the ,  which 

leads  to  the  presumption  that  it  was  buried  more  on  this  side. 
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That  he  did  not  And  the  turret;  that  ou  the  starboard  side,  fomardf 
he  had  the  vessel  attempting  to  look  for  it  by  soundings  and  examina- 
tions for  more  than  30  meters  away  from  the  vessel  without  any  resalt 
whatever;  that  he  foand  a  steamboat  which  had  been  knocked  ont  of 
the  vessel  on  the  port  side  that  was  apparently  uninjured ;  that  he  oonld 

not  catch  the  stem  of  the  boat  or  with  the ,  to  which  the  vessel 

was  tied,  or  with  any  cannon;  that  he  saw  large  pieces  of  the  deck  and 
of  the  side  of  the  steamer  lying  at  the  bottom  and  being  inverted.  For 
instance,  the  wooden  portion  of  the  deck  lay  at  the  bottom  and  the 
wrong  side  was  exposed,  showing  the  beams ;  that  they  thought  they  bad 
found  the  stem,  but  on  a  careful  examination  it  appeared  that  it  was  not 
the  stem;  that  he  found  the  foremast  forward  and  on  the  port  side, 
away  firom  the  vessel,  without  yards  and  broken,  and  they  saw  on  the 
starboard  side  forward  a  large  anchor  without  stock,  but  with  its  chain 
wliole. 

That  he  saw  on  the  starboard  side,  about  20  meters  from  the  hull^ 
a  number  of  hand  rails,  and  a  gun  carriage  with  its  wheels;  that  on  the 
inside  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  see  anything  more,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  confusion  with  which  things  were  piled  up  but  because 
the  American  divers  prevented  him  from  working  or  from  undertaking 
to  work  there. 

This  dex)08ition  stopped  here,  and  deponent  read  it,  ratifying  and 
signing  it,  together  with  his  honor  the  judge,  and  with  me,  the  clerk  of 
the  court,  who  certifies. 

Jose  Manusl  Alvabsz.    [Flourish.] 

Pedro  del  Pebal.    [Flourish.] 
Javier  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

deposition  of  CRISTOBAL  ABELLEIRAS. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  1898,  appeared  the 
above-named  diver,  who,  being  admonished  that  he  was  under  strict 
obligations  to  be  truthful,  and  warned  of  the  penalties  incurred  by  any 
person  who  bears  false  witness,  made  oath  that  he  would  tell  the  truth; 
and  being  asked  the  usual  preliminary  questions,  he  said  that  his  name 
was  Cristobal  Abelleiras  8erantes,  that  he  was  a  native  of  Ferrol,  34 
years  of  age,  married,  and  that  he  had  been  a  diver  in  the  navy  since 
1891.  He  said  that  he  had  no  interest,  either  direct  or  indirect,  in  the 
matter  before  the  court. 

Being  asked  whether  he  had  worked  in  the  examinations  of  the 
bottom  and  the  submerged  iM)rtions  of  the  North  American  ironclad 
Mainey  he  said  that  he  had;  that  from  the  2d  to  the  18th  instant  he 
had  been  employed  in  that  way,  with  the  exception  of  the  holidays 
and  of  the  3d  instant,  which  was  a  rainy  day,  and  also  of  the  lOUi^ 
11th,  and  12th  instant,  ou  which  days  they  were  working  on  a  Nor- 
wegian steamer  in  the  dock;  that  he  began  to  examine  fVom  the  point 
of  rupture  on  the  port  side,  and  from  that  x)oint  no  side  was  fouuci  and 
no  plan  whatever  could  be  followed,  there  being  everywhere  an  inde- 
scribable confusion  of  plates  and  pieces  of  the  vessel;  that  it  was 
impossible  to  see  much  on  the  bottom,  because  the  water  is  very  filthy, 
and  moreover  because  when  any  motion  is  made  there  the  mud  becomes 
agitated  and  more  roilly. 

That  on  the  inside  where  he  descended  thev  found  forward  a  mass 
of  pipes  which  he  thinks  belonged  to  the  torpedo  chamber;  that  at  the 
bottom  there  was  no  cavity,  no  crevices,  and  no  holes  worth  mention* 
Ing,  and  that  the  entire  vessel  forward  appears  open,  having  nndoubt- 
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edly  burst  toward  the  outside;  that  on  the  port  side,  forward,  he  fonud 
an  appliaDce  for  easting  anchor  attached  to  its  block  on  the  side,  and  on 
tbe  Btarboard  side  he  found  an  anchor  without  stock  with  its  chain. 
Thia  deposition  stopped  here,  and  deponent  signed  it  after  having  read 
it  and  ratified  it  with  his  honor,  his  judge,  and  with  me,  the  secretary, 
ivlio  certifies. 

Cristobal  Abbllsira.    [Flourish.] 

Pedro  dbl  Peral.    [Flourish.] 

JAYIER  BE  Salas.    [Flourish.] 

On  folios  160  and  161  of  this  examination  are  two  plans.  On  folios 
162  and  163  of  the  same  are  two  statements  of  expenditures  supplied 
and  to  be  supplied  for  the  account  of  the  examining  court  in  connection 
with  the  disaster  to  the  ironclad  Maine.  The  former  amount  to  $180.65 
and  the  second  to  $74. 

Statements  of  the  persons  who  distinguished  themselves  most  on  the 
night  of  February  15, 1898,  in  connection  with  the  disaster  to  the 
MainOy  they  having  been  the  persons  who  first  came  to  render  assist- 
ance to  the  victims: 

The  Illustrious  Marquis  of  Esteban,  municipal  alcalde  of  Havana; 
Don  Enrique  Solano,  second  brig,  gen'l.  and  mi^.  gen'l.  chief  of  staff  of 
the  army  of  operations  in  this  island. 

Don  JuUo  Perez,  lieut.  in  the  navy,  and 

[Here  follow  the  names  of  about  seventy-five  soldiers  and  sailors,  with 
their  ranks,  and  civilians,  with  their  occupations.] 

Havana,  M ch.  22, 1898. 

Pedro  del  Peral.    [Flourish.] 

Judicial  act.  Havana,  Mch.  22, 1898.  Three  communications  have 
been  sent  to  the  superior  authorities,  one  of  them  stating  the  impossi- 
bility of  the  continuation  of  the  work  of  our  divers,  who  are  impeded 
by  the  labors  which  are  being  performed  by  the  American  divers;  and 
another,  giving  a  statement  of  the  expense  caused  by  this  business  irom 
the  5th  instant  up  to  date;  and  another,  containing  a  list  of  the  persons 
who  most  distinguished  themselves  on  the  night  of  the  disaster  by  the 
promptness  and  efficiency  with  which  the;^  hastened  to  the  scene  of  the 
disaster.    I  certify. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Peral.    [Flourish.] 

Judicial  act,  Havana,  Mch.  22, 1898. 

Oopies  are  subjoined  of  tbe  statement  of  expenses  and  of  the  list  of 
the  persons  who  most  distinguished  themselves  on  the  night  of  the 
disaster  which  are  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  judicial  act.    I  certify. 

Javier  de  Salas.    [Flourish.] 
Paral.    [Flourish.] 

deposition  of  don  ENRIQUE  FREIXAS,  NAVAL  LIEUTENANT. 

In  the  city  of  Havana,  on  the  22d  day  of  March,  1898,  appeared,  having 
been  duly  summoned,  the  above-named  officer,  who,  having  been  admon- 
ished of.  the  obligation  under  which  he  was  to  be  truthful  and  of  the 
penalties  incurred  by  any  person  who  bears  false  witness,  made  oath 
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that  he  would  tell  the  truth,  and  being  the  nsaal  preliminary  questions, 
be  said  that  his  name  was  Don  Enrique  Freixas  y  Ferran;  that  he  was 
of  full  age;  married;  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy;  employed  in  the  office 
of  the  captain  of  the  port  of  Havana.  He  declared  that  he  was  not 
interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  case  before  the  court. 

Being  requested  to  tell  all  that  he  knew  with  regard  to  the  blowing 
up  of  the  American  ironclad  Mainej  he  said  that  he  heard  a  passenger, 
the  Bev.  Father  Marizosa,  a  native  of  Mexico,  who  was  on  board  the 
Hteamer  Oity  of  W<ishington^  enroute  for  Mexico,  who  witnessed  the 
disaster  from  the  steamer  on  board  of  which  he  was,  and  which  bad 
just  anchored — that  he  heard  Father  Marizoza  say  that  slight  detona- 
tions were  at  first  heard,  similar  to  those  of  fireworks,  which  kept  on 
increasing,  and  that  he  also  saw  light  on  board  of  the  vessel  greater 
than  would  have  been  afibrded  by  the  vessel's  ordinary  lights.  Soon 
after  the  great  explosion  followed  by  the  phenomena  already  known, 
which  were  seen  by  most  of  the  witnesses. 

He  further  stated  that  he  heard  another  passenger  who  was  on  board 
of  the  same  vessel,  and  whose  name  he  does  not  l^ow,  state  the  fact  in 
the  same  manner.  He  added  that  he  asked  both  of  the  aforesaid  wit- 
nesses whether  they  had  observed  any  motion  of  the  water,  any  liquid 
column,  or  trembling  on  board  of  the  vessel  on  which  they  were,  and 
that  they  answered  No.  This  deposition  stopped  here,  and  after  he  had 
read  it  the  deponent  signed  it,  with  his  honor,  the  judge,  and  with  me, 
the  clerk  of  the  court,  who  certifies. 

Enbiqus  Fbbxas.       [Flourish.] 

Pedro  del  Pabal.    [Flourish.] 

Javieb  de  8alas.    [Flourish.] 

YOUB  EXOELLBNOY: 

On  the  night  of  February  15  last  a  driBadful  and  extraordinary  event 
disturbed  the  usual  tranquillity  and  internal  order  of  this  bay.  A 
mournful  catastrophe  had  occurred  on  board  the  North  American  iron- 
clad Maine, 

Having  been  instructed  by  your  excellency,  in  the  letter  which  gave 
rise  to  the  present  proceedings,  to  proceed  with  all  possible  prompti- 
tude and  energy  to  the  investigation  of  the  matter  in  question,  I  began 
my  preliminary  proceedings  while  the  flames  produced  by  the  explosion 
were  still  rising  from  the  vessel,  and  while  some  lesser  (explosions), 
caused,  no  doubt,  by  the  action  of  the  heat  upon  the  shells  and  other 
explosives,  were  heard  at  intervals. 

Tlie  undersigned  immediately  ordered  all  persons  to  be  summoned 
who,  owing  to  their  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  said  vessel,  could  give 
any  explanation  or  information  with  regard  to  the  disaster,  or  any 
account  of  its  effects,  and  I  requested  the  attendance  of  an  official  inter- 
preter of  the  Oovernment  in  order  that  he  might  act  as  such  in  the  tak- 
ing of  such  depositions  as  might  necessitate  his  services,  and  I  wrote 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  this  capital,  request- 
ing the  attendance  of  such  of  the  principal  officers  and  men  of  the  crew 
of  the  Maine  as  might  be  in  a  condition  to  testify. 

As  Don  Francisco  Javier  do  Salas,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  court  of  enquiry,  was  asked  by  an  American  officer,  a 
few  minutes  before  the  beginning  of  the  proceedings,  whether  the 
explosion  could  have  been  caused  by  a  torpedo,  notwithstanding  the 
emphatic  expressions  of  public  opinion,  which  immediately  rejected 
this  supposition  as  absurd,  and  which  were  corroborated  by  argn* 
«ents  easily  understood  by  every  naval  officer,  I  thought  it  expedient 
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to  direct  the  investigation  along  this  line  on  account  of  the  facility  of 
obtaining  safficient  data  to  show  the  external  action  daring  the  moments 
following  snbmarine  explosions,  which  are  so  peculiar  in  their  character, 
and  so  well  known  to  all  who  have  witnessed. them  and  studied  them  in 
their  effects. 

Tlie  ^orth  American  man-of-war  Maine^  of  6,682  tons  displacement^ 
made  of  steel,  318  feet  in  lengtb,  57  feet  beam,  and  22  feet  in  depth, 
having  double  engines  of  9,293  indicated  horsepower,  launched  in  New 
York  in  1890,  entered  this  port  on  the  24th  January  of  this  year,  and 
anchored  at  buoy  No.  4  (see  the  part  of  the  plan  at  folio  101). 

The  undersigned  has  heard  unofficially  the  reason  of  the  arrival  and 
stay  in  these  waters  of  the  ironclad  in  question.  For  this  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  call  to  mind  the  royal  order  of  August  11, 1882,  which  per- 
mits, in  ordinary  times  of  peace,  the  entrance  of  foreign  squadrons 
and  single  vessels  into  our  ports  without  any  other  restrictions  than 
those  prescribed  by  the  Ordinances  of  the  navy,  and  that  of  obedience 
to  the  i>olice  regulations  established  in  those  ports. 

Taking  the  said  Buoy  No.  4  as  the  centre,  the  depth  of  the  bay  varies, 
within  a  radius  of  a  hundred  metres,  from  thirty  to  thirty-six  feet,  with 
a  bottom  of  loose  mud.  The  Maine^  when  she  came  in,  drew  22  feet. 
and  the  depth  of  the  water  at  the  place  where  she  is  sunk  is  32  feet  at 
the  bow  and  30  feet  at  the  stem. 

On  the  night  of  the  sad  occurrence  the  Spanish  cruiser  Alfonso  XII 
was  anchor^  at  Buoy  No.  3  and  the  naval  steam  transport  Legaapi  at 
No.  2,  distant  140  and  240  metres,  respectively,  from  the  said  Buoy  No.  4. 

At  the  moment  of  the  explosion  there  was  no  wind  and  the  water 
was  very  smooth,  as  it  usually  is  in  this  bay  at  that  hour. 

The  rise  of  the  tide  in  the  harbor  is  one  and  a  half  feet,  and  high  tide 
on  that  day  was  at  4  p.  m. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  other  data,  I  think  it  well 
to  recall  to  your  excellency's  enlightened  mind  the  phenomena  which 
accompany  the  explosion  of  a  snbmarine  mine,  meaning  thereby  what 
is  known  under  the  generic  term  of  torpedo,  and  leaving  aside  all  that 
can  appl}'  exclusively  to  a  subterranean  mine,  on  account  of  the  utter 
impossibility  that  such  a  mine  could  have  been  prepared  without  bat- 
teries (elementos).  or  even  with  batteries,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
authorities  and  oi  the  public  generally. 

The  ignition  of  the  torpedo  must  necessarily  have  been  produced 
either  by  collision  or  by  an  electrical  discharge,  and  as  the  state  of  the 
sea  and  the  wind  did  not  allow  of  any  motion  in  the  vessel  the  hypoth- 
esis of  a  collision  at  that  moment  must  be  rejected,  and  we  must  con- 
sider that  of  an  electric  current  sent  by  a  cable  (wire)  from  a  station; 
but  no  traces  or  signs  of  any  wire  or  station  have  been  discovered. 

The  phenomena  observed  in  submarine  explosions  are  as  follows: 
When  the  ignition  takes  place,  the  explosive  substance  is  converted 
into  a  gaseous  one  and  forms  a  bubble,  which,  owing  to  its  ascensional 
force,  tends  usually  to  rise  to  the  surface  in  a  vertical  line,  producing 
a  detonation  more  or  less  loud  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  explo- 
sive material  employed  and  the  depth  at  which  it  is  placed,  and  accom- 
panied by  a  column  of  water,  the  height  of  which  is  likewise  in 
proportion  to  the  two  circumstances  mentioned. 

At  the  same  time  a  certain  quaking  (trepidacion)  is  noticed  on  the 
shore,  which  varies  directly  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  explosive 
matter  used,  its  greater  immersion,  and  its  nearness  to  the  bottom; 
and,  besides,  a  very  peculiar  shock  is  observed  against  the  sides  of 
vessels,  which  varies  according  to  the  distance,  and  which,  owing  to 
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the  incompressibilily  of  the  water,  does  not,  acoordiDg  to  experimentBy 
diminish  in  inverse  proportion  to  the  square  of  the  distance. 

Another  important  phenomenon,  to  which  g^eat  weight  should  be 
attached  in  this  case,  on  account  of  the  i)eculiar  nature  of  the  harbor, 
is  the  presence  of  dead  fish  on  the  surface  (of  the  water),  usually  caused 
by  the  rupture  of  the  natatory  bladder. 

The  action  of  torpedoes  on  vessels  is  very  variable,  and  depends^ 
besides,  on  the  resistance  of  the  hull  which  it  strikes,  the  quantity  of 
explosive  matter,  and  the  distance. 

No  known  case  has  yet  been  recorded  where  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo 
against  the  side  of  a  vessel  has  caused  the  explosion  of  the  magazines* 

As  is  seen  by  the  plans  (diagrams),  there  was  nothing  but  powder  and 
shells  in  the  forward  magazines  of  the  Maine. 

It  appears  from  the  examination  of  witnesses: 

Don  JuUo  Peres  y  Perera,  naval  lieutenant  of  the  first  class,  states 
in  his  deposition  that  he  was  in  his  shears  house  (casa  de  la  machina), 
about  four  hundred  yards  from  the  said  vessel,  when,  at  about  9.35  p.  m., 
he  saw  an  enormous  blaze  of  fire  rise  toward  the  zenith  and  to  a  great 
height  followed  by  a  terrible  explosion.  He  adds  that  almost  the 
whole  of  the  ironclad  was  covered  by  a  thick  smoke,  that  the  illnmi- 
natioi  was  instantaneously  extinguished,  and  that  an  infinite  number 
of  colored  lights  passed  away  into  space.  The  moment  after  the  explo- 
sion all  was  dark  until,  a  little  later,  the  awful  scene  was  illuminaied 
b}  the  brightness  of  the  fire,  which  was  certainly  caused  by  the 
explosion 

The  witness  says  that  other  explosions,  apparently  of  shells,  followed, 
which  continued  until  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  which  hour  the 
fire  began  to  diminish 

The  witness  saw  the  bow  sink  a  few  minutes  after  the  explosion,  and 
he  asserts  that  there  was  no  column  of  water  nor  the  least  movement 
in  the  water  (mar),  and  that  there  was  no  shaking  of  the  land  on  the 
shore 

Tht  othei  depositions  of  witnesses  confirm  the  description  of  the 
explosioi  given  b}  this  officer,  and  they  all  agree  that  they  noticed  no 
movement  in  the  water,  and  that  they  felt  no  shock  of  the  water, 
although  some  of  them  were  on  board  vessels  as  near  the  Maine  as  the 
Alfonso  XI L 

During  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  the  undersigned,  accompanied 
by  the  secretary,  made  a  close  examination  of  the  bay  without  finding 
any  dead  fish,  or  injuries  of  any  kind  on  the  piles  of  the  piers. 

Don  Francisco  Aldao,  the  head  pilot,  testifies  (page  80  and  back) 
that  the  harbor  of  Havana  abounds  in  fish,  and  that  there  are  persons 
who  devote  themselves  to  this  industry  with  profit,  and  the  technical 
assistant  of  the  junta  of  the  harbor  works,  Senor  Ardois,  who  has 
been  engaged  upon  them  for  many  years,  states  that,  without  any 
exception,  whenever  small  blasts  have  been  made  with  charges  (of 
powder)  varying  from  five  to  twenty-five  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of 
Dlowlng  up  hulls  of  vessels,  loose  rock,  and  even  shoals  in  the  bay,  a 
great  nutnber  of  dead  fish  have  been  found  inside  the  hulls  or  floating 
on  the  surface  of  the  water. 

For  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  greatest  possible  number  of  data, 
several  experiments  were  made,  to  which  the  diagrams  at  pa^es  160 
and  161  refer. 

In  continuation  of  the  investigation,  on  the  16th  February  the  United 
btates  consul  was  requested,  through  your  excellency,  to  procure  the 
attendance  of  some  of  the  surviving  officers  and  sailors  of  the  Maine^ 
in  order  to  receive  such  testimony  as  they  might  see  fit  to  give  with 
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regard  to  the  oocorrence.  On  the  same  day,  through  the  same  medium, 
XHM  mission  was  requested  to  examine  the  bottom  of  the  vessel.  Ou  the 
idth  February  I  again  applied  to  your  excellency  to  procure  from  the 
commander  of  the  Maine^  either  directly  or  through  his  consul,  exact 
information  as  to  the  quantity  of  explosives  still  existing  in. that  part 
of  the  vessel  which  had  not  been  but  nt.  On  the  21st  I  went  to  the 
American  steamer  Mungus{f)  for  the  purpose  of  having  an  interview 
mth  Mr.  Sigsbee,  the  commander  of  the  Mainey  who  expressed  to  me 
his  wish  that  the  Spanish  investigators  might  be  present  at  the  opera- 
tions of  the  American  official  diver.  On  the  same  day  I  again  wrote, 
asking  for  x>ermiBsion  to  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  ironclad. 
On  the  22nd  1  repeated  my  visit  to  the  Mangrove. 

Ou  the  19th  February  the  authorities  had  replied,  stating  that  by 
agreement  with  the  commander  of  the  Maine  and  the  United  States 
consul-general  the  examination  requested  in  my  letter  of  the  18th 
would  be  made  as  soon  as  those  gentlemen  received  the  appliances  and 
divers  whom  they  had  asked  for. 

On  the  24th  I  received  an  important  communication,  dated  February 
17,  enclosing  one  from  his  excellency  the  Governor-General  of  this  island, 
stating  that  the  commander  of  the  Maine,  upon  being  consulted  as  to 
the  steps  necessary  to  the  success  of  this  investigation,  had  replied 
that  he  expected  to  execute  all  the  operations  necessary  to  the  exami- 
nation of  the  vessel  which  had  been  under  his  command  under  his  own 
supervision,  in  accordauce  with  the  provisions  of  the  regulations  of  the 
American  Navy. 

It  was  at  last  possible  to  make  use  of  the  new  mo<le  of  investiga- 
tion ol!'ei*ed  by  the  work  of  the  divers,  as  it  was  discovered  from  what 
they  have  accomplished  up  to  this  date  that  the  hull  of  the  wrecked 
vessel  is  apparently  buried  in  the  mud,  and  that  the  examination  of 
the  outside  is  impracticable,  but  that  it  may  be  possible  to  examine  the 
inside  when  the  multitude  of  articles  of  all  kinds  which  are  lying  in 
confusion  in  it  have  been  removed. 

The  divers,  having  been  instructed  to  examine  and  describe  every- 
thing that  they  might  notice  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay  and  nearest  to 
the  sunken  vessel,  reported  that  they  had  not  found  in  the  mud  which 
forms  the  bottom  any  inequalities  or  fissures — such  as  the  examination 
of  the  bottom  of  the  bay  at  the  place  occupied  by  the  Maine  and  the 
hull  (calado)  of  the  vessel  would  doubtless  have  brought  to  light,  on 
the  supposition  that  a  torpedo  had  been  the  cause  of  the  catastrophe. 
This  imaginary  explosive  apparatus  (artificio)  must  necessarily,  in  this 
ease,  have  been  placed  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  bay  or  very  near  it, 
and  when  it  exploded  would  have  caused  the  gases  to  react  upon  it, 
and,  at  the  same  time  that  it  produced  a  greater  effect  upon  the  water 
apward  it  would  have  made  large  fissures  (deformaciones)  in  the  mud. 

It  appears  from  the  examination  of  the  wreck  of  the  Maine,  part  of 
which  is  afloat,  made  by  the  undersigned,  the  commandants  of  artillery, 
the  ooromandant  of  engineers,  and  the  commander  of  the  torpedo  bri- 
gade, the  report  of  which  appears  at  page  24,  that  whatever  may  have 
been  the  original  cause  of  the  disaster,  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  was 
an  explosion  in  the  forward  magazine,  which  entirely  destroyed  the 
decks  and  bulkheads,  which  now  display  the  appearance  of  a  shapeless 
mass  of  boards,  bars,  and  pipes  of  metal,  very  difficult  to  describe.  In 
partieular,  may  be  noticed  a  large  fragment  of  the  forward  deck,  which 
must  have  been  raised  in  the  most  violent  manner  and  bent  double 
toward  the  stern  by  the  forward  stack  house,  like  an  immense  sheet  of 
iron,  with  a  considerable  inclination  to  starboard,  which,  upon  turning 
over,  hurled  out  uf  the  sliip  the  forward  turret  containing  two  guns, 
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which  WM  Bitaated  on  the  starboard  side,  and  another  gon  with  a  shield 
which  was  placed  withiu  the  ship  on  the  second  deck.  When  the  deck 
was  bent  double,  as  has  been  said,  the  smokestacks  must  have  fallen. 
On  the  preseDt  upper  side  of  this  deck  may  be  seen  the  beams  and  the 
knees  which  fastened  them  to  the  sides  of  the  ship. 

Tbe  whole  stem  is  submerged,  with  the  mainmast  in  place  and  intact, 
so  much  of  it  as  can  be  seen  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  including 
the  lights  (glasses)  of  the  skylights  of  the  cabin  hatchways,  and  the 
glasses  of  one  projector  (proyector). 

The  gentlemen  above  mentioned  assert  that  the  injuries  described 
could  only  have  been  cau^d  by  the  explosion  of  the  forward  magazine. 

In  order  to  give  a  better  idea  of  the  general  appearance  presented  by 
that  part  of  the  ship  which  has  been  described,  photogi  apha  were  taken, 
which  are  shown  at  page  125  and  following. 

Notwithstandiog  what  has  been  stated,  it  is  proi^er  to  insist  upon  the 
fact  that  there  is  not  a  single  instance  on  record,  as  has  been  already 
said,  where  the  external  action  of  a  torpedo  against  the  side  of  a  vessel 
has  caused  the  explosion  of  its  magazines,  although  many  vessels  are 
recorded  as  having  been  totally  destroyed  by  torpedoes,  as  may  be 
proved  by  0.  81eeman's  work  entitled  Torpedoes  and  Torpedo  War- 
fare, published  in  London  in  1889,  in  which  treatise  there  is  a  detailed 
account,  extending  from  page  330  to  page  338,  inclusive,  of  tbe  princi- 
pal events  of  this  nature  which  have  occurred  from  158o  to  1885;  and 
this  inventory  of  marine  disasters  includes  a  great  number  of  United 
States  men-of-war  which  destroyed  Confederate  vessels  by  means  of 
torpedoes. 

ii.  W.  Wilson's  treatise,  Volume  II,  published  in  1896,  and  entitled 
Ironclads  in  Action.  Naval  Warfare  from  1855  to  1895  may  also  be 
consulted  on  this  subject. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  recorded  in  the  history  of  all  the 
nations  in  the  world,  and  especially  in  modem  times,  a  proportionate 
number  of  events  sufficing  to  prove  the  comparative  facility  with 
which  ships  of  war  are  liable  to  become  the  victims  of  unknown  and 
fatal  accidents,  owing  to  combinations  which  may  result  from  the 
various  and  complicated  materials  employed  in  their  construction  and 
armament,  as  it  is,  in  many  cases,  impossible  to  guard  against  them 
except  at  the  cost  of  terrible  calamities. 

The  knowledge  of  the  spontaneous  combustion  of  the  coal  in  the 
coal  bunkers  is  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  there  is  not  a  navy  ofBcer 
who  can  not  relate  some  sad  episode  attributed  to  this  cause. 

This  danger  is  Increased  when  the  coal  bunkers  are  separated  from 
the  powder  and  ammunition  magazines  only  by  a  bulkhead  of  iron  or 
steel,  and  it  becomes  imminent  when  the  heat  developed  in  the  coal  is 
conveyed  to  the  magazines,  as  has  happened  in  several  cases*  To  pre- 
vent them  recourse  has  been  had  to  the  study  of  a  ventilation  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  gases  and  the  development  of  caloric, 
taking,  in  addition,  the  temperature  of  the  coal  bunkers  at  proper 
intervals.  In  spite  of  all  this,  cases  of  spontaneous  combustion  have 
occurred  repeatedly,  and  it  is  astonishing  that  the  powder  and  shell 
magazines  should  still  couidnue  to  be  placed  in  immediate  contact  with 
the  coal  bunkers. 

Don  Saturnino  Montojo,  an  illustrious  lieutenant  in  our  navy,  relates 
a  very  remarkable  case  which  happened  to  the  unfortunate  Reina 
Regents  when  she  was  being  built  at  <  Clydebank.  Seiior  Montcyo  says 
that  the  shafts  of  the  screws  passed  through  several  water-tight  com- 
partments,  which  together  formed  a  tunnel  for  the  passage  of  the 
shaft.    The  compartment  on  the  port  side  of  that  of  the  wheel  of  the 
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hdm  was  fomiBhed  with  a  register  (registro)  for  the  purpose  of  inspect- 
ing the  shaft,  and  npon  a  workman  attempting  to  draw  oat  a  smaU 
screw  there  was  an  explosion  causing  a  small  fractnre  of  the  side  on 
the  exterior,  and  filling  the  stern  compartments  of  the  vessel  with 
water;  bat  the  ship  did  not  sink  entirely,  thanks  to  the  other  water- 
tight compartments  and  to  the  powerfal  pamps  with  which  the  ship 
was  provided,  which  were  set  to  work,  and  kept  her  afloat. 

This  accident  was  attribated  to  the  fact  that  the  compartment  in 
question  had  no  ventilation.  It  is  evident  that  gases  are  formed  in  any 
of  the  places  mentioned  by  the  electric  action  developed  by  the  fatty 
substances  combined  with  the  paint,  the  water,  etc. 

If  there  is  any  ventilation,  these  gases  have  an  outlet,  bat  if  there  is 
none  they  aeonmalate  and  finally  acquire  a  certain  tension,  and  when 
they  are  brought  into  contact  with  a  light  or  sufQcient  heat  their  explo- 
sion follows,  as  frequently  occurs  in  mines  and  coal  bunkers.  The 
eighty  or  ninety  (coal  bunkers)  of  the  Eeina  Begente  had  each  a  venti- 
lation pipe  and  a  temperature  pipe.  If,  notwithstanding  all  this,  any 
accident  should  obstruct  or  dog  the  ventilation,  or  if  due  attention  is 
not  paid  to  the  temperature,  or  even  when  such  attention  is  paid,  if  its 
indications  are  not  good,  the  adoption  of  urgent  measures  of  safety 
will  merely  diminish  the  danger,  without  making  it  disappear  entirely. 

The  loss  of  the  English  vessel  the  Dotterelj  which  has  been  so  much 
studied  and  discussed,  was  due  to  the  use  of  a  drier  (drying  oil) 
employed  in  painting  and  known  under  thename  of  the  '^zerotiua  drier.'^ 

In  trade  some  of  the  varnishes  and  ingredients  used  in  the  painting 
of  vessels  are  now  recommended  by  protecting  them  with  patents  as 
not  liable  to  produce  inflammable  gases. 

The  English  scientific  magazine  The  Engineer,  No.  2189,  of  Decem- 
ber 10, 1897,  publishes  an  important  article  entitled  '^  Shell  accident  at 
Bull  Point,"  showing  the  possibility  of  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  not  by 
the  fuse,  but  by  the  spontaneous  breaking  of  the  shell  itself.  The  shell 
of  which  the  author  of  the  article  speaks  was  made  for  a  4-inch  gun, 
weighed  25  pounds,  used  the  Leadenham  fuse,  and  had  a  hardenea 
point,  tempered  in  water. 

These  instances  suffice  to  prove  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  precautions 
that  may  be  taken,  there  may  occur  on  board  of  modern  vessels,  espe- 
cially war  vessels,  many  unforeseen  accidents,  arising  from  the  combi- 
nation of  such  diverse  substances  as  those  which  are  employed  in  their 
armament,  so  difficult  and  dangerous  to  manage,  accumulated  in  large 
quantities  and  exposed  to  the  action  of  heat  and  electricity  almost  con- 
stantly, each  unhappy  accident  serving  to  regulate  services  on  the  basis 
of  precautions,  and  to  cause  precautions  to  be  taken,  so  far  as  possible, 
with  every  new  agent  which  necessity  compels  us  to  accept  in  the  most 
recent  constructions. 

Gonsequently,  in  view  oi  the  result  of  the  proceedings  and  the  merits 
of  the  observations  submitted,  the  undersigned  considers  it  his  imper- 
ative duty  to  state  the  following  conclusions: 

First.  That  on  the  night  of  February  15  last  an  explosion  of  the  first 
order,  in  the  forward  magazine  of  the  American  ironclad  Maine^  caused 
the  destruction  of  that  part  of  the  ship  and  its  total  submersion  in  the 
same  place  in  this  bay  at  which  it  was  anchored. 

Second.  That  it  is  learned,  from  the  diagrams  of  the  vessel,  that 
there  were  no  other  explosive  substances  or  articles  in  that  magazine, 
the  only  one  which  exploded,  than  powder  and  shells  of  various  calibers. 

Third;  That  the  same  diagrams  prove  that  said  magazine  was  sur- 
rounded on  the  port  side,  the  starboard  side,  and  partly  aft,  by  coal 
bunkers  containing  bituminous  coal,  and  which  were  in  compartments 
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adjoining  the  said  magazinei  and  apparently  separated  firom  it  only  by 
metal  bulkheads. 

Fourth.  That  the  imi>ortant  facts  connected  with  the  explosion,  in  its 
external  appearances,  at  every  moment  of  its  duratiou,  having  been 
described  by  witnesses,  and  the  absence  of  all  the  circumstances  which 
necessarily  accompany  the  explosicm  of  a  torpedo,  having  been  proved 
by  these  witnesses  and  experts,  it  can  only  be  honestly  asserted  that 
the  catastrophe  was  due  to  internal  causes. 

Fifth.  That  the  character  of  the  proceedings  undertaken  and  respect 
for  the  law  which  establishes  the  principle  of  the  absolute  extraterri- 
toriality of  a  foreign  war  vessel,  have  prevented  the  determination^ 
even  by  conjecture,  of  the  said  internal  origin  of  the  disaster,  to  whicliy 
also,  the  impossibility  of  establishing  the  necessary  communication, 
either  with  the  crew  of  the  wrecked  vessel  or  with  the  ofiQcials  of  their 
Government  commissioned  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  said  event, 
or  with  those  subsequently  entrusted  with  the  issue,  has  contributed. 

Sixth.  That  the  interior  and  exterior  examination  of  the  bottom  of 
the  Maine  whenever  it  is  possible,  unless  the  bottom  of  the  ship  and  that 
of  the  place  in  the  bay  where  it  is  sunk  are  altered  by  the  work  whioh 
is  being  carried  on  for  the  total  or  partial  recovery  of  the  vessel,  will 
prove  the  correctness  of  all  that  is  said  in  this  report;  but  this  moiSt 
not  be  understood  to  mean  that  the  accuracy  of  these  present  oonola* 
sions  requires  such  proof. 

Believing  that  I  have  fulfilled  all  the  requirements  of  article  246,  Title 
XIV,  Chapter  I,  of  the  Law  of  Military  Procedure  of  the  Navy,  in 
accordance  with  which,  and  with  your  excellency's  orders,  this  investi- 
gation has  been  made,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  this  report  to  your 
excellency's  hands  that  you  may  come  to  a  correct  decision  on  the 
subject. 

Pedbo  del  Pbbal.    [Rubricated.] 

Havana,  March  22, 1898. 

DEGREE. 

Havana,  March  22, 1898. 

His  excellency  ordered  the  investigation  intrusted  to  him  to  be  cloeed 
and  the  proceedings  to  be  transmitted  to  the  superior  authority  for  his 
action.  His  excellency  gave  this  order  before  me,  the  secretary,  who 
certify  it. 

Javiee  de  Salas.    [Bubricated.1 
Pedbo  del  Pebal.    [Kubricatea*] 

MINUTE. 

Havana,  March  22, 1898, 

His  excellency  went,  accompanied  by  me,  the  secretary,  to  deliver  to 
his  excellency  the  commandant- general  of  the  station,  these  proceed- 
ings, consisting  of  181  written  folios,  without  counting  the  blank  ones 
or  the  covers.    It  is  recorded,  which  I,  the  secretary,  certify. 

Javieb  de  Salas.    [Bubricated.] 
Pebal.    [Hubricated.] 

The  present  evidence  is  transmitted  by  superior  verbal  order,  whidi 
I,  the  secretary,  certify,  with  the  counter-signature  of  the  judge,  at 
Havana,  March  28, 1898. 

Jayieb  db  Salas, 
Approved : 
Pebal. 
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